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M . Chairman and di stingui shed and honorabl e Senators, Ladies
and Centl enen.

Thank you for the opportunity to share ny views about the
opportunities and chal |l enges ahead of the Congo Basin Forest
Par t ner shi p.

The Congo Basin forest is a global treasure, the world s second
| argest intact tropical forest, spanning 700,000 square mles —
equi valent to California, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and Ut ah
conmbined. It catches water frommllions of acres of pristine
forest, which provide a livelihood to mllions of Africans.
Wthin these forests is a wealth of incredible species of plants
and ani mal s, many of which were unknown until recently. The
Congo Basin forest must be protected and conserved for the
econom ¢ and environnmental good of Africa and for the ecol ogica
heri tage of humanki nd.

Secretary Powell |aunched the Congo Basin Forest Partnership on
Septenber 4, 2002, at the World Summt on Sustai nabl e

Devel opnent in Johannesburg, South Africa. This partnership —
of governments, international organizations, non-governnent al
envi ronnment al organi zations, industry, and civil society —
recogni zes that creating conditions for sustainable devel opnent
is much too big a task for governnents to tackle alone. Strong
public-private partnerships are crucial to nobilizing greater
interest and financial support and to noving away from ol d,
inefficient, ineffective ways of doing business. A non-

hi erarchi cal rel ationship anong partners is essential to the
part nershi p.

Foll owi ng the [aunch in South Africa, Secretary Powell visited
Gabon for the inauguration of Gabon’s national park system a
historic, first-ever trip highlighting forest conservation by a
Secretary of State. The U. S. has sent high-level interagency
teans into the Congo Basin region to assess critical needs for
capacity-building training. M bureau, along with the Bureau of
African Affairs and USAI D, has devel oped a regul ar interagency



di al ogue and has hosted exchanges with rmultiple Congo Basin
Forest Partnershi p stakehol ders. The Departnent of State held
its first-ever synposiumon ecotourismto explore ways to
devel op that industry in the Congo Basin. W hope to build on

t he know edge gai ned fromthe synposiumand work with the region
to make wi se choices for sustainabl e devel opnent. Secretary
Powel | underscored critical |inks between conservation and
sust ai nabl e nanagenent of forest resources at his Open Forum
event celebrating Earth Day. One of our Congo Basin Forest
Partnership partners, Dr. Jane Goodall, was the keynote speaker.

Thi s Septenber, the Jackson Hole Wldlife Film Festival wll

hi ghlight the efforts being nade to conserve and sustai nably
manage Central African forests. The Congo Basin Forest
Partnership will receive a conservation action award. President
Bongo of Gabon will receive an award for setting aside over
10,000 square mles to create a system of 13 national parks.
The Republic of Congo’s President, Denis Sassou- Nguesso, has

al so been invited to receive recognition for his country’s

| eadership role in the Congo Basin Forest Partnership, notably
in identifying commercial bush neat sales as a critical
conservation problemand in creating laws to address it, as well
as in setting aside nore than 13 percent of Congo’s forests as
protected areas.

M. Chairman, the United States has pronoted the Congo Basin
Forest Partnership and is providing a significant contribution
to it because these forests and their wildlife are of gl obal
significance, because they are a nmgjor factor in the social,
econoni c, and environnental health of our Congo Basin country
partners, and because this is a wonderful opportunity to build
on existing structures of cooperation between governnents, NGOs,
and the private sector in the region. | note that w thout the
strong support and comm tnent of African people and governnents,
as well as civil society and private sector organi zations, this
partnership could not exist. It is a powerful mechani smfor
advanci ng our environnental goals in Central Africa, including
the fight against illegal |ogging and associ ated trade and
corruption. It is in our strategic interest to inprove the
ability of our African partners to enforce their |aws and
sust ai nably nmanage their resources. By pronoting conservation
and sust ai nabl e devel opnent in Central Africa, we strengthen our
partnerships in the region and help create viable alternatives
to fear, greed, and corruption.

In broad terms, U S. priorities for the Partnership are to
provi de peopl e sustai nable nmeans of |ivelihood through well-



managed forestry concessi ons, sustainable agriculture, and

i ntegrated ecotourism prograns; to inprove forest and natural
resource governance through comunity-based nanagenent,
conbating illegal |ogging, and enforcing anti-poaching |aws; and
to help the Congo Basin countries devel op a network of
effectively managed parks, protected areas, and ecol ogi cal
corridors.

The Congo Basin Forest Partnership is also intended to help
peopl e obtain | ong-termsustainable forest-based enpl oynent

t hrough t he sustai nabl e managenent of natural resources whether
t hrough ecotourism wldlife | aw enforcenent, reduced i npact

| oggi ng, or park managenent. This effort will inprove the
econony of the region, and the economc, political, and
envi ronnental benefits will be apparent to all

The Administration is commtted to invest up to $53 nmillion in

t he Congo Basin Forest Partnership through the year 2005. The
U.S. investnent has al ready | everaged additional support from

ot her donors, and has spurred on col |l aborati on between USAI D and
the State Departnment on devel opi ng strategic objectives for U S.
priorities in the Congo Basin Forest Partnership. The
partnershi p has sparked shared coordination efforts by USDA,

U S. Forest Service, US. Fish and Wldlife, U S. Park Service,
NASA, and ot hers.

Meanwhi |l e, U. S.-based conservati on NGOs plan to expand
significantly their progranms in the el even Congo Basin forest

| andscapes identified as critical to biodiversity conservation
in the Congo Basin. These Congo Basin Forest Partnership

st akehol ders’ proposals to USAID s Central African Regi onal
Program for the Environnment (CARPE) are presently under review
by a USAID/ State teamin Kinshasa. W have every confidence,

gi ven the NGOs and USAI D/ CARPE s heroic efforts to get prograns
up and running quickly, that the obligation of funds for these
prograns Wil |l be achi eved by Septenber 30, roughly one year from
t he | aunching of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership, and nine
nmonths since its first organizational neeting. U S.-based NGOs
have conmtted to matching the United States governnent’s
financial contribution for work in these el even | andscapes. |
woul d i ke to note our particular appreciation for the

out standi ng conm tnment of our NGO partners, whose efforts
represent an essential elenent in this devel opi ng partnership.

We are especially pleased that the forest industry, including
t he American Forest and Paper Association (AF&PA), and
pr of essi onal societies such as the Society of American Foresters



(SAF), are eager to bring their technical expertise and
financial resources to bear in the Congo Basin countries.

None of these U. S. acconplishnents can stand on their own

w thout a healthy commtnent to building the internationa

di rensi ons of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership. |In January we
co-hosted, with the French government, an international neeting
of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership. At that neeting,
partners agreed that the United States would be the facilitator
of the Congo Basin Forest Partnership for at least its first two
years. W also commtted to sponsoring an African co-
facilitator, resident in the Congo Basin, to be a Congo Basin
Forest Partnership liaison with African partners, in order to
ensure that their priorities and interests are addressed.

W note that a nunber of partners, European and African, have
been neeting together this past spring and sunmer, planning
their own contributions to our shared Congo Basi n Forest
Partnershi p objectives. The U S. has been invited to contribute
to these neetings in the spirit of cooperation within the Congo
Basin Forest Partnership framework. An international nmeeting is
bei ng considered for the region this fall. It would inprove
coordi nation and energi ze cooperation. Qur goal is to
consol i date these relationships, which nerge the interests of
governnents with agricultural, forestry, and conservation
interests, across public and private sectors, into the |argest
and nost successful partnership in Africa, and make it a viable
forest conservation nodel for the world.

We are undertaking a conprehensive inventory of forest and
wildlife-related projects and prograns in the region, which wl]l
hel p us coordi nate our strategy and identify gaps that need to
be filled. W are constructing a web page to |ink the partners
and their prograns. There is a great deal nore we can do with
your support. W are confident that we are on the right track,
have the right commtnents from partners, and are devel oping the
resource base to make the Congo Basin Forest Partnership work.

It is inportant to bear in mnd, though, that we are still

| earning to build this new partnership. W nust reconcile the
time it takes to restructure rel ati onshi ps anong the

st akehol ders and the inperative to get real projects under way
in support of our objectives. W are learning to innovate, to
rearrange public-private relationships, and to build a Congo
Basin Forest Partnership that is credible and accountable. Here
| would Iike to express ny particul ar appreciation for the work



the Smithsonian Institution has done to ensure that all the
st akehol ders have a voi ce.

We expect to see nore progress over the next year, as we devel op
new political and econom c partnerships, and nake neasurabl e
progress in stopping forest degradation in the Congo Basin — to
t he econom c benefit of the region and to the ecol ogi cal benefit
of the planet.

Thank you very nmuch. | would be happy to answer any questions
t hat you may have.



