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NOMINATIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2OO8

U.S. SaNers,
Coivrurrrnn ot.; FoRurcN Rme.rroxs,

Washington, DC
Cretz, Gene 4., to be Ambassador to Libya
Jeffrey, James F., to be Ambassador to the Republic of Turkey

The cc¡mmittee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:38 p.m. in Room SD-
419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. John Kerry, presiding.

Present: Senators Kerry lpresidingì and Menendez.
Also Present: Senator Warner.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN KERRY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

Senator Knnnv. Good afternoon. I apologize for being a fer,v mo-
ments late. Welcome to this hearing on two very important nomi-
nations. We're delighted always to welcome a senior and unfortu-
nately cleparting colleague, Senator Warner. Let me just make a
few statements if I can and then, since there are only two of us
here, I'll turn to Senator llenendez, and then we'll invite our col-
league to make his introductory comments.

We particularly join in welcoming any family members who are
here. We are grateful that you can join us, and particularly so in
the case of'two distinguished career foreign service officers. Ambas-
sador James Jeffrey, the nominee to be Ambassador to Turkey, I'm
pleased to say is a native of Melrose, Vlassachusetts, a graduate of
Northeastern and Boston University. So lve're happy to welcome a
fellow Bay Stater here. You start way ahead of'the game. In fäct,
let's just pass you out right now. fl,aughter. I

Senator KsnRv. You've had a very distinguished career in the
foreign service, currently serving as Assistant to the President ancl
Deputy National Security Adviser, with previous postings in Iraq,
Kuwait, Bosnia, Germany, Bulgaria, Tunisia, as well as serving as
our ambassador to Albania. He's also served previously in Turkey
three times, most recently as the chief of mission from 1999 to
2002. So he obviously brings a great deal of experience which
would serve very well in this important post.

Gene Cretz, the nominee to be our Ambassador to Libya, has also
had an equalìy impressive career, spanning over 25 years in the
foreign service. Mr. Cretz knows the Middle East well, currently
serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Bureau of Near East-
ern Afïhirs, and has previously served as the deputy chief of mis-
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sion in Israel, the charge d'affaires and deputy chief of mission to
Syria" and minister-counselor in Egypt.
- One important note that I am compelled to address right up
front with respect to Ambassador-nominee Cretz-and he's wel-l
aware of'this-we're holding this hearing despite the fact that as
of now Libya has yet to make full payment to the Humanitarian
Settlement Fund which was set up under the recent bilateral
agreement to resolve terrorism-related claims, legal ciaims.

It's essential that Libya ensrrre that these payments are marle
right alvay. The committee cannot discharge Mr. Cretz, as much as
we might like to on his credentials, and the Senate will not be con-
firming him, as much as it would on his credentials, until those
payments have been made in full.

Mr. Cretz, I know you know Nhis has absolutely nothing to do
rvith you personally and we look fbrward to Libya fulfilling that
component of the agreement so that your qualifications can be put
to use ancl lve can move forward with this important shif't in our
relationship.

At this point I need to read a brief portion of a statement of Sen-
ator Lautenberg, who particularly wanted this brought to ours and
your attention. He has long fought for the rights of American ter-
rorism victims and been particularly active on this issue. ?he bal-
ance of his remarks will be placecl in the record, but this much I
would like to quote f'rom his record: "Libya has not yet satisfied its
obligations to U.S. victims of its terrorist acts and l"-Senator Lau-
tenberg-"will object to this nomination moving forlvard until those
victims receive justice. I knorv many of these families and I knor.v
the long journey they have taken to find answers and closure.
While I welcome the recent progre$s on settlìng these claims, proc-
ess is not complete. We cannot let Libya off'the hook and leave
U.S. victims with no assurance that they rvill achieve justice.

"I hope that today's hearing will be an opportunity to seek an-
swers on lvhen we can expect Libya to live up to its responsibilities
under the settlement agreement."

[The prepared statement of Senator Lautenberg fbllows:]

PR¡;t'¡Rg¡ Sr¡rntlrsxr oF SENAToR Fp-rxr R. LAt.¡,LeNeERc
lJ.S. SpN¡loH f.'nou New Jens¡:v

NIr. Chairntan, 'lhank you for the opportunity to presellt nly statement befirre th'is
Con-rmittee. I rvould like to express my strong opposition to the President's nomina-
tion of a IJ.S. ;\mbassarior to Libya. ßut I rvant to nrake cle¿rr that mv opposition
is not pcrlionul or baged on this-particulal'nontinee's t¡uulifications. liurlìir, it i"
based on my tleeply held belief that lve carruot legitimiie our futrrre with nutions
that have committed terrorist acts àtgrinst Americ:urs until and unless thev fulfill
their obligations to our. citizens. l,ibya has not J'eh s¿¡tisfied its obligrttions io U.S.
victinrs of its terrorist acts ¿rtrtl I will object ro this numination's nruving folu,;rrd
trntil those viclims receive justice.

In 1988, 2?0 people perisheri in the bombing of Pirn Am Flight 1.0:] over Lockerbie,
Scotland..Thirty-eight New.fersey families lost a lor.ed one ihat day. I know man.v
of these f'amities and I knorv the long journey they have taken ttt fìird anslvers ancl
closule. 'lhey weren'b the only onei. In l98tj, Èhe bonrl-ring of the Labelle Dis-
cotheqte in Berìin, Crermany killed lwo Anrerican setwice mèntbei.s and left man¡i
more injured. These heinous attacks ¿rnd others like them, which u,ele sponsoreil
by,the Litryap government exempli{;v rvhy Libya rvas Êorced into a trvo-rlecãde long-
rsolàf,lon Dy [ne lnternatronal comnlunlly.

In 200Í], Libya accepted responsibility for the Pan Am lnnibing, reu<¡unced ter.-
rorism and agreed to tlismantle its wenpons of m¿rss rlestrrrcticln. This put the c<>un-
try on the path to normalizir-rg its relatiotrship with ¿he U.S. Untbitunirtelv. ill-
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though the U.S. lived up to its entl of the bargain in 2006 by renxrving Lib¡'n f'rom
the Stute Depnrtnrent^s lisi of State Sponsols of Terrorisnr, I"ih-va fuileti r() (:omplere
the payments it ot'es tu the fanriiies of the Pln ,\m victim¡. [,ihva ¿rlso werrt h¡rck
on its lvord with the Labelle Discotheque victims, b:rcking oul of il ìlegotiated settle-
ment. It was up to Congress to holdirp the notm¿liz¡.rtiìn pirress ancl hold Libya
accountable-

For the past two years, lve hai,e lleen ¡lressing for these câses to be resolved in
order to provide justice lor [J.S. victins and families. Earlier this year, my legisla-
tion flor victims of teruoi'ism lvtrs signed into law ãs part of the I.-iscal Year 2008
National l)efense :\uthoriz¿rtion Act. This law ¡eaffir:med the rights of plaintiffs to
sue state sponsols of lerrorism; allowetl the seizure of hidden commerci¿rl assets be-
longing to tei'rorist states; and limited the numbe¡ ol appeals that a terrolist state
can pursue in U.S. cou¡ts, among other provisions. Congless also prohibited U.S.
govelnmeìrt assistance to Libya. and the Senirte hus corrLinuetl tu dela"v the con-
firmation uf a U.S. Anrbass¿dor io Lifrva.

Over the past few months thele h:¡i'e heen signÍtìc:rnl clevelopments on our effort
to bring lhe justice victims h¿rve been seeking fol deca¡Ies. The firsl was passâge
of ¡he Libvan Claims Resolution ¿\ct. This legislatiern contributed to the creation of
a cr,ntpl'elíensive clâinls $ettlement,,g.""nr"r"'i t'or Lib-va to cumpensate lJ.S. r'ictinls
of I-ibyun telrorism. inclurling the victinls ofthe 1988 Pan Anl 103 bonrbing, vittinrs
rrf rhe [98¿ì bonrbing of ihe Labelle discuthèt1ue, and other t'uses involving U.S. r'ic-
tims of Libyan-sponsored acts of telruriim. The next developnrerrt wns the s¡gning
of the U.S. Litryan cla'ims agreement on r\ugust 14th in Tripoli and the estal¡lish-
ment of zr conpensation hrr<1 that suggested that Liby:l is serious âborit nloviüg
ahe¿d with the U.S.-Libya relalionship.

!\ftile I rvelcome the recent progress on settling these cluims. lhe process is not
crrntplete. The contpetrsatit¡rr furrd nìust no$ lte p¿Li,l i¡r full b-v fhe f,ibyans. l\:e cun-
not let Libya off the hook and leave [1.S. victims rvith no ¿ìssurance that they q'ill
achieve juitice. I hope lhat today's hearing will t¡e an opportunitv to seek anäwer"s
on lvhen lve can expect Libya to live up to its responsibilities under the settlemenl
agreemenf-

Secretary of State Comloleezza Rice recently tr'¡n'elerl to Libya. She was the ñrst
high-level diplunrar to vicit Lih¡a in .5() years. I rvas disnppointed that thi. visit
canre befìrl'e the Lihv:rlrs paid the frrll rettlenrent amourlt the.v orve. anrl accoldingly
Senrrtor Carl [,evin lLnd I sent. Seeletalv Rice u ]ettel ruging hel to make the vjic-
tinrs' compensut.ion û pïi{)rity r,f her' ,liscússions.

No [-1.S. anrl¡¿¡ss¿rdrlL rvill make th¿rt same trip to Tripo.li until these cl:rims ¿rre
seltlecl. F-or this re¿:sou, I rvill continue to block consideralion of this non.rination in
the lull Senate ¿rmi I would ask this committee to rvithhold any further act'ion as
well. Our bilateral rel;rtionship can tiuly nx¡ve ahead onl¡r when [J.S. victims of Lib-
yiln terrorism are Êull,v compensated. lhank you, NIr. Chrlirm¿ln.

Senator Knnnv. )Ir. Cretz, if we're able to confllrm you, yolr will
be the first U.S. ambassador to serve in Tripoli in over 35 years.
This woulcl represent a very important milestone in the gradual
process of normalizing U.S.-Libyan diplomatic relations thal has
been taking place since 2003. The Libyan government then re-
nounced its lveapons of mass destruction and agreed to stop sup-
porting terrorist groups, and we all hope ihat Libya can sen/e as
a moclel f'or a potential rapprochement with other states with simi-
lar histories.

The recent visit of Secretary Rice to Tripoli sieems to have
brought us to the bring of a long-awaited nerv erâ in our relâtiol-l-
ship, in which lve could realize the potential fbr greater cooperation
and counterterlorism, military, and economic matters. It's my ex-
pectation that Libya will soon make these payments so that lve can
truly move ahead i,vith this new chapter.

At the same time, lve must note that Libya's human rights prac-
tices remain an area of deep concern, Libya's political system re-
mains authoritarian and unclemocratic. Opposition groups are
marginalìzed or in exile and the regime is generally suspicious of
dissidents. Torture and arbitrary arrest reportedly rank among
continrling abuses. Freecloms of speech, press, assembly, and asso-
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ciation are curtailed, ancl several prominent polìtical prisoners, in-
cludrng Fathi El-Jahmi, have yet to be freed by the government of
lluammar Qadhafi. These are important issues that must be ad-
dressed as we go {brwarcl.

Turkey is, we all knor.v, a key NATO ally, playing an increasingly
impoltant role in attempting to resolve some of the lvorld's mr¡st
critical issues. I was recently in Tnrkey this February at meetings
with President Gul, Prime llinister Erclogan, Foreign llinister
Babajarr antl I w¿ts deeply impressed r,vith Turkey's commitment to
advancing our mutual interests. One couldn't help but be im-
pressed by the level of activity, economic and otherwise, and out-
rcach that Turkcy is mal<ing within the region. They've taken the
leacl in efforts to improve relations between Pakistan and Afghani-
stan. They've served as host to an international summit on Iraq
and most recently mediated dialogue betlveen Israel and Syria.

They're also pla¡ring a critical role as our partner in Afþhanistan,
where they've been a very significant cont¡ibutor to NATO efforts,
and in supporting our troops in Iraq, where Turkey setves as the
conduit for some 70 percent of'the air cargo supplying our forces.

I was in Turkey the clay they sent troops across the horrÌer into
Iraq to deal with the PI(K and I believe strongly that we need to
continue to work closely with Turkey to address this threat in an
appropliate manner.

Turkey also cloes have some important issues that still neecl to
be resolved, starting with Armenia. I was a co-sponsor along with
rnany of my colleagles and with Senator Bob Dole of legislation in-
troduced over 20 years agcì that recognized the events of 1915 as
genocide. I knolv this rerrrairLs a serrsiLive arÌd very difficult issue.
It is an emotional issue as r,veìI.

But almost a century later, it's in the best interests of the mod-
ern states of Turkey and Armenia to resolve this issue as part of
a process of normalizing diplomatic relations. It's encouraging that
both sides recently took important steps torvard improving rela-
tions i,vhen Armenian President Serzh Sargsian and Turkish Presi-
dent Gul attended a soccer match together in Armenia. In acldition,
there are crrrrently bilateral meetings between Turkey ancl Arme-
nia and trilateral talks with Azerbaijan going on in New York. The
United States should be preparecl to do whatever we can to help
move these important effbrts at reconciliation forr,vard.

We also hope to see tirrther progress in the coming months in re-
solving the dispute with Greece over Cyprus. The leaders of the
Greek and Turkish Cypriot communities in Cyprus are currently
engaged in direct talks, with a goal of ending the division and re-
unifying the island and its people. I unclerstand it's the policy of
the lJnited States to support the current process under the aus-
pices of'the Unitecl Nations to {ind a Cyprus settlement that would
lead to a bizonal, bicommunal f'ecleration. I'd be interestod to hear
from Mr. Jeffrey about the role the United States could play in
moving that forr,vard.

So with that, let me turn to Senator Menendez for any opening
comments he has, and then ['d turn to Senator Warner.
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STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

Senator )InNnxnRz. Thank you, Mr. Clhairman, T'ìl he hrief he-
cause I'd like to have a little flexibility on the questions. So I'll
keep this time very short.

Let me congratulate both of'you on youl' nominations and thank
you for the service you have provided to our country to date. I lvant
to echo the chairman's comments, Mr. Ctetz, about our position on
Libya. My colleague I'rom Nerv Jersey Senator Lautenberg has been
at the foref'ront of this issue and neither he nor I will yield on it
until Libya does the right thing and meets its obligations to Ameri-
cans wl"ro r,vere victims of the Pan Am bombing.

That has nothing to do with your background, but it is a reality
of the process. It's our only way to get the Libyans to pay final at-
tention and make the payrrients that they neecl to make under the
agreement that we agreed to in fact and expedited with an under-
standing. Yet that understanding remains void.

Secondly, with reference to Ambassador Jeffrey, I have a series
of questions about our U.S. relations r¡'ith Turkey. It is a very irn-
por:tant NATO ally, but I don't believe that gives us carte
blanche--or I should say, gives Turkey carte blanche. That means
I have serious questions about Armenia-Turkey relations. I have
serious questions about issues of genocide. I have serious questions
about religious freedom, ancl of course the continued occupation of'
northern Cyprus, to mention a few. And I look f'orward to hearing
your answers to those questions.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Senator KeRRv. Senator Warner, thank you, sir. You honor us

and the nominees by being here and we appreciate yottr presence
enormonsly. Thank you.

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN WARNER,
U.S. SENATOR FROM VIRGINIA

Senator W¡nunn. Chairman Kerry, Senator Menendez, I thank
you very much f'or this opportunity. It's one I looked forward to. I
have been in this room many, many times over my 30 years and
this represents my last appearance. I just calculated that, probably
100 times.

But it ends with the nomination of someone I've come to know
through the years and have enormolls aclmirati<ln f'or and think the
President has chosen very wisely, this er¡rinent public servant and
career diplomat to take responsibilities representing the United
States in Turkey. As lvas mentioned by you, Senator Menenclez, it's
a NATO country, both of you. Ancl I enjoyed your dissertation and
your historic background on the region, Senator.

I too have visited Turkey a number of times, ancl particularly in
bhe context that we have our NATO air headquarters in that na-
tion. You're fu.lly aware of that, and that's pivotal to our operations.

I wonder if it's time that the nominee coulcl be invited by the
chair to introduce his iâmily.

Senator Ksnnv. Absolutely, it's a great time for that.
Ambassador Jnr¡'RRr:. Senator, I'd like to introcluce my wife

Gudrun, daughter Julia, son Jahn, and claughter-in-law Darbana
Kruka.
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Senator Knnnv. Thank you. We i.velcome you all. I lvas a fbreign
service brat for about 10 years, so I'm always admiring what the
tämilies put up with in the process, and we thank you.

Senator W¿Rxnn. I thank the chair.
You have given a very important observation here with regard to

his distinguished career of some 31 years as a public servant. I
first met hìm while he was deputy chief of mission and charge d'af-
faires to lraq in trips that I made there during 2004 and 2005.
That was my first impression of'this distinguished gentleman.

During our CODEL visit I remember to Baghdad on one occa-
sion, we had the opportunity to discuss the situation in Iraq and
the U.S. role there in great detail, and you briefbd the delegation
that I was heading at that time. I was indeed deeply impressed,
as I am toclay, with your professional grasp of knor.vledge.

Youle covered a good deal of his background, having spent time
in Turkey as deputy chief of mission '83-'87 and 1999 to 2002. Cw-
rently, however, he is serving in a very key position with the Na-
tional Security Council and working closely r,vith Steve Hadley, the
Assistant to the President. As a matter of fhct, in Mr. Hadley's ab-
sence he is often the stand-in acting chief of that section.

He served in the Army from 1969 to'76, with posts in Gcrmany
ancl Vietnam, and his acaclemic credentials are equally impressive.
You have covered those.

I mentioned the importance of Turkey as a NATO ally and an
ally in many other ways in that region. I'd like to thank Ambas-
sador Ross Wilson, whom I've also known, the current U.S. Ambas-
sador to Turkey, and his f'amily for their service and we wish them
well as he continues his legacy of puhlic service. Following in the
footsteps of Ross Wilson, I can think of no one better qualified or
suited than Jim Jefï'rey.

I'm pleasecl to be the one who's given him whatever value a Sen-
ator contributes. Each of the times that I've been here I've said the
same thing' as I conclude: You're on your own.

Senator Knnnv. Well, Senator, before you get up and leave,
which we know you have to do, and respect the schedules around
here, if Senator Biclen were here I know he woulcl want this com-
mittee to be on recorcl and I'm going to take the liberty of just put-
ting it on the recorcl how unbelievably gratef'ul we are for your
scrvicc. You have bcen just an cxtraordinary collcaguc. Wc hal'c a
bad habit sometìmes around here of blowing smoke at each other,
but I'11 tell you, our relationship goes way back to 1970-r,vhatever,
but here in the Senate since '85. And there is nobody whose word
ìs more reliable, nobody who more calmly and thoughtfully reaches
out across the aisle, nobody who consistently puts country's inter-
ests aheacl of party's interests and works to secure our Nation.

It's been just an extraordinary pleasure to have yorl as a col-
league.

Senator Ulnxnxonz. }Ir. Chairman, I just want to join you in
those sentiments. I am privileged that I got to the Senate in time
to serve with John Warner. I really do not believe that this will be
the last time that we will see vou in this hearinc room. You mav
be a nominee, and we will be judging on whethei or not-I thini<
it will be an easy confirmation. But nonetheless, I have no doubt
that someht¡w your service to this country is not just finished.
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But we are honored by the time we have had here lo serve with
you.

Senator W¡nir*pn. lVell. I thank vou. Give mv verv best to Sen-
ator Lautenberg. He's an'old crony. There are ffve of us left in the
Senate who served in Worlcl War II. He served with far greater dis-
tinction. But the chairrnan is too remiss-not remiss, but too mod-
est to say that we serr¡ed together during the Vietnam period. He
was on the front line serving with distinction with the Navy and
I lvas back as Secretary in my swivel chair. But I did visit your
region on a number of occasions.

I ivish you both rvell. And I'd like to thank the staff of this com-
mittee, particularly that gentleman in the back room whose hair is
about the same color as mine. He has always greeted me, as well
as other members of the staff of this committee. This committee
has served the Senate magnifrcently, and really the eyes of the
world have focused here so often on the issues that come bef'ore
this committee to be resolved.

I thank you.
Senator Ksnnv. Thank yorl so much, Senator Warner. We appre-

ciate it. Thank you.
Senator trVaa¡lon. Oh, by the lvay, by pure coincicl.ence, I brought

my wif'e with me today and I'm glad she heard what you had to
say. lI,aughter.l

Senator Knnnv. There you go.
Gentlemen, thanks so much, Ambassador Cretz, r,vhy don't you

begin. Do you want to leacl off, and then we'll go to Ambassador
Jeffrey. Thanks.

STATEMENT OF GENE A. CRETZ, NOMINATED TO BE
AMBASSADOR TO LIBYA

Mr. Cnnrz. ÏIr. Chairman and Senator Menendez: I am deeply
honored to appear before you today as President Bush's nominee to
be Ambassador to Libya, the first in 36 years. I r,vant to express
my profound gratitude to the Presiclent and Secletary of State Rice
for the trust and confidence they have shown in nominating me for
this challenging position.

With your permissìon, Mr. Chairman, I would like to introduce
my wif'e Annette, a registered nurse from Union Oity, New Jersey,
Senator, r'vho has helped manage the health care of several of our
embassy communities overseas. My daughter Gabrielle is a grad-
uate of James Maclison University and lvorks in the private sector.
My son Jeffrey, a captain in the United States Air Force Reserves
rvho has honorably served his country in two combat deployments
to Afghanistan.

Senator Knnnv. Thank you very much for that.
l1r. Cnrrz. Without my fämily's love, support, sacrifice, and spir-

it of adventure, shown through our 27 years in foreign sewice, I
would not be here today.

Mr. Chairman, Secretary Rice's just completed historic visit to
Libya marks a milestone in our relationship. She is the first sitting
Secretary of State to visit Libya since 1953. Most importantly, her
visit included the most senior and only cabinet-level meeting with
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Qadhafi since he took power in
1969.
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Libya is in the midst of an historic process of reengaging r.vith
the broader world after nearly 30 years of isolation. It is in ollr na-
tional interest to do all we can to hetp Libya and its people transi-
tion back into the international community. Over the past 5 years
our bilateral relationship, as well as Libya's place iir the ínter-
national community, has clrastically changed. Libya is nolv a vital
partner in the common e{fort against terrorism. It is a leader on
the African continent and a non-permanent member of the UN Se-
curity Council.

We had an extremely contentious relationship with Libya fbr sev-
eral clecades owing to its past acts, namely its involvement in acts
of terrorism that took the lives of hundreds of Americans and oth-
ers, rvhich led to the imposition of U.S. and UN sanctions and its
designation as a state sponsor of terrorism. As Libya has turned
alvay from terrorism and the pursuit of WMD, we have worked
harcl over bhe past 5 years to turn a ne\,v page in our bilateral rela-
tionship.

The comprehensive claims agleement provides a process through
which outstanding claims pending against Libya for past acts of
terror can be resolved ald bring a measure of'justice for the many
American families r,vho have been waiting f'or this outcomc for ovcr
20 years. It wilì constitute a milestone event in our relationshìp
anc{ will provide a clear sìgnal of this administration's commitment
to fulfìll its pledge to our citizens.

Together, the Secretary's visit, the claims settlement, and Lib.ya's
historic 2003 decisions to voluntarily rid itself'of its WMD program
and foreswear terrorism facilitated the country's reintegratìon into
the international community and have opened the dooi to broader
and deeper engagement with Libya and its people.

All of these efforts were taken to advance Libya's interests. We
continue our important ancl signi{icant cooperation on counterter-
rorism, further strengthening regional efforts to combat al Qaeda's
pÍesence in North Af'rica. We are beginning a defense reìationship
so that we can work toward a more stable and peaceful African
continent. We will continue to work closelv with the international
communit¡r to ensure that Libya complies ríith its WMD obligations
and are providing technical assistance to help it do so.

In Libya today there are calls for political refbrm. We wilì closely
observe how calls for the opcning of furthcr political spacc and
greateq respect f'or human rights will be implementecl and how they
will affect the Libyan people. We believe a strong civil society and
greater political space would also contribute to these eflbrts to
strengthen Libya.

As lve do with all nations, the ljnited States will maintain an
open and honest dialogue with Libya to discuss human rights and
good governance. This dialogue will be a necessary element of our
future relations with Libya. We continue to call f'or the immediate
release of'all political prisoners, including the unconditional release
of Fathi El-Jahmi and the group o{'self'-described reg'ime critics lecl
by Dr. Idriss Bouf'ayed, as it constitutecl an important part of the
Secretary's visit.

Libya is in the midst of a m4jor infrastructure development ini-
tjative and has undertaken economic reforms. We have begun tech-
nical assistan€e programs in the banking sector and are committed
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to helping Libya gror.v its economy for the wellbeing of its people
and the region.

Our commercial ties are growing and the rnqjority of U.S. exports
til Libya are outside the hydrocarbon sector. U.S. companies have
lvon sizeable contracts for infrastructure and construction projects
and are competing for contracts in other sectors, such as sommu-
nications and aviation.

As our relationship deteriorated in the 1980s, our ties with the
Libyan people were all but severecl. Rebuilding these links is an ìn-
tegral part of ollr Íe-engagement with Libya, whether through
USG-sponsored public diplomacy program or promoting private ini-
tiatives betlveen our two peoples.

Since 2003, the breadth and depth of our bilateral relationship
with Libya have expanded greatly, but the resources we have com-
mitted to support those efforts have, frankly, not kept pace. I com-
mend the women and men serving at Embassy Tripoli. One of my
key priorities as ambassador if'confirmed will be to oversee efforts
to build a nelv and secure embassy and to identify the appropriate
human and material resources to meet our critical mission goals.

NIr. Chairman, we have come a long way in this relati<lnship
rvith a ft¡rmer adversary. Acting in accordance r,vith its own na-
tional interests, Libya has in fact saicl yes to the United States on
the critical issues of aband.oning its WMD aspirations, renouncing
terrorism, and implementing the claìms agreement. In that regard,
Libya afforcls a potentially positive model for other countries that
might make similar choices. If confirmed as ambassaclor, I look f'or-
ward to the challenge of setting a firm lbundation for future rela-
tions with this important country. We have a Libyan government
and populace thal are eager to engage with the United States and
r,ve should immediately seize on that opportunity. It is in the inter-
est ofboth sides to do so.

Thank voll verv much.
[The prepared statement of Mr. Cretz f'ollows:]

Pn¡;p"v¿un S'Lrrs*l¡;x'L o¡- Guxo ¡\. CnB,rz, No¡"lrxne To Bn Apre.rss¡ron'lo Lrsv.l

l!lr. Chairm¿rn, and member"s oÊ the committee, I anr cleepl-v honored to appear be-
iìrre you hrday as President Bush's nonririee to be ¡\mhussnrlor to ["ih.va. the fìrst
in 3fì years. I rvant to express my profound gratitude to lhe President and Secretary
of State Rice for the trust and confirlence they 5n"" shown in nominaling nre f'or
th is challengir-rg position.

lVith your permission, NIr. Chairman, I would like tti introtluce my lvif'e, Annette.
a registered nurse, who has helped man¿rge the he¿¡lth care of sevet'al of oür enl-
bassy communities overseas. ùIy dr'mghter, Gabrielle, is a graduate of James {Vladi-
son Universit¡i ancl works in [he private sector. lll¡i son, Jeffrey, a captain in the
Unite(l Strtes.\i: F,rlce Reserve-., has horrorablv seived his countn'in t',vo cr¡mbat
deploymerrts to Afgh.rnistun. Without nry family's love. support. saclifìce. anrl spirit
rrf ;rdventtrre shorvn throughout 2? ¡'s¿1s in lhe F-oreign Sen'ice, I would r-rot be lrere
today.

Secretary Rice's just-concluded historic visit to I.iby.r rrrirrl<s ¿r milestone in our re-
lutionship. She is the first sittin¡1 Secletaly ()t'St¡rte to visit f,ibya since [!)53. Nlust
importantly, her visit included the nlosl senior ¿¡.nrl onl;, cabinet-1evel nteeting lvith
Libyan Leader Color-rel Nluammar Qadhafi since he took power in 1969.

NIr. Chairman, Libya is in the mi<ist of a historic process of reengaging with lhe
lllo¿der ivorlcl after ne¡u'lv jiO ue¡lrs of isohtion. It is in our n¿rtional inteiest tu clo
all rve clu to help Liby:r ìrnrl iis people trnnsition back into the interriutional conr-
munit¡i.

Over the pilst 5 years, our bilateral relatior-rship, as well as Libya's place in the
internation¿rl commu.nity, has drastically changed. lVe st¿rrted with no relationship,
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and norv ,vve âre lvell on the way to no¡mal diplom.rtic relations. lVe hatl no presence
irr [.ihyrr. and n')u, rve h¡rve an enlbassy that is cleating nerv ties rvith thJ l.ibyrrn
(irverñntent, ¿rncl its people n,hile adr.áncing critical :\ilel'icnn irrrerrrsts. t,itrvi is
n¡rrv a vit¿rl purtner in the common effolt aglinst terrorism. It is a lellder on the
r\f'ric¿n continent anrl a nonpermânent member of the Lr.N. Securitv Oouncil.

lVe had an exiremelv co'ntentious relationship u'ith Libva i'oi several decades
owing to its pâst actsjnamely, its inv'oh,ement'in acts of íerrorism thai took the
lives of hundretls of Americans and others-lvhich led to the inrposition of L\rited
States and U.N. sanctions and its design¿¡tion as a state spon$()i of ter.rorism. Às
I,ib¡,a has turneri as,a!' from terro¡ism, ând th.e pursuit of WIVID, lve have worked
hald over the past 5 yeals to tuln r rrerv puge-in orrr bilatelal r.elationship. The
conrp|ehensive clainrs ag|eement provitles a pìocess through which outstanding
claims pendir-rg against. Libya for past acts of ter¡or can be resolved antl brir-rg a
nreasuìe of jrrstice fol the nran\¡ ¡\metican f¿rnlilies who have lleerr rvaitirrg for this
outcome for"ovel'20 y-enls. Ii ri'ill constiiute a milestone *u"ni in,rui reJåtionship
and wl.ll provrde a clear srgnal ol this ¿rclministration's commitnìent to iirltill its
pledge to our citizens. Togelher. the Secretary's visit, the cl¿rìms settlement and
Libva's historic 2003 decisions to voluntarily i'id itself of its \,VI\,ID pì:ogrânì and for-
swdar ærrorism facilitâted the countrv's reiirtegration ir-rto the internadionai commu-
nity and have openecl the door to brir¿rder and deeper engagement with Libya and
its people.

All of these efforts were taken to adv¡lnce [-Inited States interests. and thev have
cemented Libya's important and signilìcant cooperation on c{)untertefrorism, further
strengthening regionâl efforts io comtrat al-Qaida's presence in North Africa. We
also anticipate beginning to develup military-militai'¡r lines of contnunicâtion and
expect to conclude a f)efense Contacts arrd L-oopelalion lVlemorandum of Under-
standing f'or that purpose soon \o th¡rt wc eirn diicrrss huw t() wi)tk toward a nrore
stable and peaceful African continent.

We rvill contiìlue to ri'olk closely with the in¡elnational comnrrrnitv t() etìsure that
Libya complies with its !VNID obligations. ancl are ploviding technical assistäncc to
help it do so. We are cooperating r.vith Libya to enþage ils former IVIVID scientists
into peaceful ancl econonricirlly viable ptLlsrrits srrch as \\'ater m¿lnagement and de-
sa]ination. to convert its folmer chenrical weitpons factorv into l phnlntaceutical
plant arrd to ttansfolnr nuclear reuctol fircilities pleviously fuelerl ìvith wellÌ)ons-
gtude uratritrnl iltto centers for scienritìc rese:rrch rr'ith rio srrch nrolifelation lisk.
,\,lditionail¡,. we âre pa)tnerirrg rvith Lihyl t, establish a regirln:tl trtrcle*r medìcal
center. The center is a tar-rgible example of che g,pe of cooperation that would not
have been possible before Libva's histoìric 2003 deiiÄion.

In Libya'today, there are äalls for political reform. lVe will closely observe how
calls fol the openirrg oÊ ful'ther political sp:rce and greateì respect fur: hurnan lights
rvill be implenrented und how the-v- rvill affect che Libyan peuple. We nore that Libya
has identifietl prison reform and relaxing ol press restrictions as fìlcus aretrs lor po-
litical refornr. We rvill ivolk cooperativelv uith the Libvan Government and people
to support these initiatives. We [¡elieve ir sLrong civil êociery rnrl gr.eater ptilitiäal
space woukl also contribute to these effrrrts io strengthen I'ibya- As we tlo rvith all
natiorrs. the United States rvill niaìlrtain un 'pen and horrest elirrLrg with Libva to
discuss human rights and good governance. 'lhis dialog rvill be ¿r necessary elemeul
of our future relations with Libva- lVe continue to cáll for the immediaie release
of all political prisoners, incluciiríg the unconditional ¡elease of'Faihi gi-i"h"ii u"d
the group of selt'-described leginre critics lecl by Dr. Idriss Boufayed, as it con-
stitutecl an impr)) tânt palt of'the Secreti¡rv's visit.

Lib¡u is ir Llle rridsI of'u trrajur ilrfr:rstluctute develo¡lment initiative and hüs un-
dertaken economic reforms. lVe h:rve l.regtrn technical assistance prograns in the
banking sector, and are conrnritterl to helping Libya grow ìts econolmy for the well-
being of its people and the legiou.

Our commercial ties are growillg, including those ontsitle bhe hydrocarborì sector.
United St¿.rtes-Liby:r.n trade in 2007 grew over 17 percent from the previous year
and the n-rqjority of [Jnitecl St¿¡tes exports to Libya are outside the h¡rdrocarbon sec-
tor. [I-S. compzrnies h¡.¡ve won sizable contracts frlr infi'astructure and constmctioìl
pr(Ùects. ¡tn<l are c(ìmpetillg foI corrtl'ucts irr other iect()rs, such as contmunicatirlns
lrnd ¡¡virrtion. lVith respect to the oil sector'. Libyrr, rvhich has the largest proven oil
reserves on the con¿inent ofAlrica, hopes to increase its daily prodrrciion fì'om 1.7
million ba¡rels per day to 3 million barrels per duy rvith the help of {.hrited St¿rtes
expert ise.

Uur relationship with Lib;za is as old a¡i our republic. With the l3arbary States,
during Italiar-r colonizatior-r, through the travails of lVorld War lI, the subsequent
period of cooperation and in the coltl rvn¡ erit ,!ve cngâged with Libya on impoitant
issues of security and commerce while huilding búclg-es of understanding wlth the
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Libyan people. 1\t one time during the 1970s, there were over 4,000 Lib.r'an students
stud.ving al American universities, many of whom are now senior Libyan Govern-
nent officials ancl busìness leaders. However, as our relationship tieteriorated in the
1980s, these ties rvere all hut severed. Rehrrilding ihese links is an integr*l part of
our reengâgement with Libya whether through LlSG-sponsorerl public diplomacy
programmin€¡ o| promoting private initirrtives l¡etrveen our tlvo peoples. 'Ioda¡i, over
1,000 Libyan students are studying at United States universities, and that number
continues to grolv. To prcmole EJreater engagement between the American ar-rd Liby-
íìn people, our trvo corlntries have been working on a Protocol on Educational and
Cultu¡¿rl Coopetr.rting to facilitate the exchange of indivitluals and ide¿rs. This is one
lvay we ¿u'e reconnecting with the Libyan people after a 24-year hiatus th:rt lvas
previously characterized by animosit¡;, mistrust. ancl misinformation.

Since 2003, the breadth and depth of our l¡ilateral relations lvith Libya have ex-
pancled greally, but the resources we have committed to supporL those effbrts have
frankJy not kept pace. I commenri the men ¿lnd women serving at Ðntbassy Tripoli.
Their h¿rrd work, dedication, and s¿rcrifice have made our relationship what it is
today ar-rd they have done so in lrying circumstances. The enrbass¡', initia.lly estab-
lished in a hotel, has only r:eceutly moved into ¿r collection ol houses that sen'es as
an interim embassy site. One of my key priorities as amtrassador, iÊ confirmed, will
be tr¡ oversee effr¡rts to build a new and secure embassy and to identifu the appro-
priale humtrn ¿rncl mate¡'ial resources to meet our critical mission goals.

lVIr. Chairman, we have come a long way in this relationship with a forn-rer adver-
sary. Àcting ir-r accorrlance with its olvn national interests, Libya has in fact said
"y'es" to the United States on the critical issues of abandoninpç its IVIVID :rspirations,
renouncing terrorisnr, and implementing the claims agleement. In ihat regarrl,
Libya aft'ords a potentially positive moclel fbr other countries that mìghr make sinti-
lar choices. If confirmed as aml¡assador, I look fonvard to ihe challenge rlf selling
a firm foundation for future relations with this important country, lVe h¿rve a Liby-
an Gor.ernment ar-rd populace thät are eâ!ìer to engage with ihe Un.ited States, and
u'e should immediately seize on that oppoftunity*it is in the interests of both sides
to do so.

Senator Knnnv. Thank you very much, Mr. Cretz.
llr. Jeffrey?

STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES F. JEFFREY, NOMINATED TO BE
AMBASSADOR TO THE REPUBLIC OF TURKEY

Ambassador Jsrpnnv. Thank you very mllch, Mr. Chairman,
Senator. I am honored to appear before you today as President
Bush's nominee to serve as ambassador to the Republic of Turkey.
I am grateful to both President Bush and Secretary Rice for their
trust and confidence in me. I have submitted a statement for the
record and r,vhat I would like to do with your permission nolv is to
summarize brie{ly my points.

Sir, let me begin with Turkey's role in relation to our foreìgn pol-
icy priorities. Turkey was very quick to respond to the crisis in
Georgia, f'or example, and lvas vocal in its support for Georgia's ter-
ritorial integrity. As was mentioned, Turkey is our close partner in
lvorking for success in Iraq. Turkey understands that success or
fhilure there will have an immediate impact on its securit¡r.

As you mentioned, Mr. Chairman, Turkey along with lraq and
the United States are engaged in joint efforts against the PKK ter-
rorist organization, which has cost the lives of some 30,000 Turks
since the 1984 outbreak.

Our military ties with NATO ally Turkey, as was mentioned, re-
main very strong and very important. I want to thank the Turkish
people f'or the hospitality that they have shown entire generations
of'American military men and women.

In Afghanistan, Turkey has sent large contingents fiom the very
beginning of the International Security Assistance Force and has
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been a leader in both the civilian and the military side oi'that mis-
sion, and has also been a major assistance contributor.

'I'urkey is concerned as well as we are with the situation in lran,
particularly lran's pulsuit of nuclear enrichment, and it supports
the IAEA's efforts to investigate this nuclear program. We support
Turkey's efforts to normalize its relations with its neig'hbors and
thus have been encouraged nelv developments in Cyprus and Ar-
menia. As you have mentioned, Mr. Chairman, we were very, very
pleased to see the courageous invitation by President Salgsian of
Armenia to President Gul to travel to Armenia and we were very
pleased with his courageous decision to accept that.

The election of a new presiclent in Cyprus has given a nevl, impe-
tus to the discussions between the tr,vo sides there and we are
hopeful to contribute to that. You asked what we're
working with both sicles, and this would be one of my
tant priorities, sir, were I confirmed.

We're
impor-

trVe strongly urge Turkey to work with Armenia to establish dip-
lomatic relations, to open the border, and to have an open and hon-
est dialogue concerning the tragic events at the end of'the Ottoman
Empire.

The United States also supports Turkey's aspirations to join the
European Union. We think this is very important also for our own
relations, although if,s a decision for the trvo in the end to take
themselves. To its great credit, the current ruling Justice and De-
velopment Party is implementing the reforms necessary for even-
tual EU membership. We encourage Turkey, in doing so, to protect
the civil rights of all religrous and ethnic groups, such as by open-
ing the Ecumenical Patriarchate's Halki Seminary.

Our economic cooperation with Turkey would be a key priority
were I confirmecl, Mr. Chairman. In particular, the United States
and Turkey are r,vorking closely together on oil and gas pipeline
projects that will help both Europe and Turkey respond to the very
significant energ"y shortages and energy dependency that we see in
the future if r,ve don't develop new sources.

IIr. Chairman, Senator, many Americans, including my family
and me, have had wonderf'ul experiences living and working in
Turkey, and in the case of our daughter" graduating from a Turkish
high school. It wor¡lcl he an honor to retr¡rn to Ankara to represent
our Nation.

Thank you.
fThe prepared statement of Ambassador Jeffrey follows:l

PRup¡al;o Sr.lrprrexr oF JA$rEs J¡;¡'¡'R¿r-, NownNgp 'lo tsB
:\rurs,rss¿¡on'lo rus R¡;pusr,rr: op Tuer¡:y

NIr. Chairman and nembers of the committee, I am honored lo appear before you
toda.y as Presitlent Bush's nominee to serve ¿rs amtrassarlor': to the Hepublic of Tur-
ke-v. I anr glateful to Secretzrr¡z Rice and President Bush for their tiust and con-
fìdcnce in me. lVith me today ¿rre m.y wife, Gudrun, daughter, Julia, son, Jahn, ¿rntl
riaup¡hter-ir-r-law, Ðartlana Rruka. During my 31-year career in the Foreign Set-vice,
m.y iämily and I have had the pleasure of serving in Turkey lhree times þreviously,
most recently as the deputy chief of mission from lg9f) to 2002. I have seen fìrst-
hanci rhe renlulkabie tr¿u)sfr)rm¡ìtions irr Turkey over.the iust têw tjecades us it has
become more democralic, ntore open, and more economically vibrant. If confirmed,
I look forrvard to working with .you and your coÌleagu.es on how best to ¿¡dvance the
man¡z shared interests of the tJnited States and T\rrkey in the years ahenti. In doing

doing.
most



739

so, I would keep constantl;' in mind the heavy responsibilit¡' i rvould âssume as :ìnr-
bassaclor respor-rsible for this critic¿rlly important and verry complex relationship.

Throughout my career', during the times I rvas nob working in Turkey, I lr'aÀ often
working with Turkey-on lraq, Iran, (ì¡eece, Bulgaria. ancl Alhania. 'lurkey is a key
t'riend anrl strategic part,ner of the United Sta¿es in the lVliddle East, the C:rucasus,
the Balkuns. Centlul ¡\sia. antl be-vond. ancl rr clrrcially impoltr'rnt nìembel {)Ê (rur'
NÀTO alliance. For decades, Tuike.v has rvorker{ with the ljnited St¿rtes on. issues
such ls region¿l siabilif"v. flade. denroo'ucy pronrotirrn, enelgv secnrity, ancl countet:-
telrorism cooperation. The evenfs over tlre ¡>rLst 2 nronths in (-ìeolgia underscore
Tulkefs inrportance as ¿ demrlcr¿rtic brrlrvirrk, ir niilitar,v paltne). atìd a stratcgìc
allv in a d¡'narlic rLrid challengi.g t egit,u.

Evetr among close allies, hor'vever, there are occasi¡rnal differences. lVhile Tlrkey
anrl the lJnitet{ St¿rtes have shaled values and goals, our tactics and metho¡ls a¡e
nI)t iÌlways the same ånd have caused some misu.nderstarclings. Our diplomalic antl
military exchanges lvere strained when the Turkish ptn'lianrent failerf to npprove,
in Nlarch 2001], the United States recluest to use Turke;' to launch ùperâtir)ns irìto
Iraq. Starting in 200.{, after several years of a cease-fire, the Kurdistan Wurkers
Party {PKK) tei'rorists once again began attacking Turkish solrliers and civilians,
both from ìts safè haven in northern lraq and from insirle 'ftrlkey. 'ftirkey was frrrs-
trated by whab it perceived as American-hesifíìtion conceming iis plight-in a stru!Í-
gle that has cost mole than 30,û00 Turkish lives over the l¿lst few decades. The un-
fortunrte result of these tlifferences rvus lhat rhe 'l'ul kish public, accorclins to the
2007 and 2008 Perv Global Attitrvles Sulveys, had the loivèst favorable upinion of
the United Stales out of all ihe cr)uutries that were sur-v-eved.

Thankf'ully, u'e st:uted t{) see ¡nìportant inrprovementé in oul bilatelal relations
in 2(107. Filst, Turkey's democlac-v rvas tested rvhen challerrges to its Plesitlential
eleci:ìon lecl to errrl3z parli¿Ìnrentâly electious. These elections ultinrtrtely led to a
sllengthene<l mandi¡te fìrr Plinre ñlinistel Eldogan's luling Justice and Develop-
ment Patty. Secon.<l, thc Unitetl States respontleri to the grolving PKK threat to the
region when President Bush pledged last Novembei'to provide assistar-rce to help
Turkey tlefend itself against this terrorist organization, â conrn-ron enemy of Turkey,
Irac1, ar-rd the lJn.ited States. Non' Turkey, Iraq, and the lJniteti States are ,,vorking
together more closel-v tharr ever befole to ruot ont the PKK. Tulkish prrblic opirrion
olthe llnited States is also nou, inrproving. IfI Lrnl confìrmer{ as ¡rnlhass¡rdor.-l rvill
do everything possible to maintain and enh¿lnce this momentum and builti stronger
ties with this strategic parlner.

Let me describe Turkev's role in rel¿rtion to our foreìgn policy pr-iolities. Trtrkey
has been quick to.".po.tá to the crisis in Georgir.r antl vixaf in iis'support t'or Geoi-
gia's territorial integrity, independence, :rnrl sovereignty. Prine lVlinister Ðrdogan
calried that message to both Nfoscorv rrnrl'lbilisi an.cl hirs lreen uurking to giuner
regionâl support fol Georgia. The'l'tukish Rerl ('r'escetrt provided needed humani-
tarian assistance ,'vith tents, tbod, anrl w¿rter, and the Turkish GovernnenL has as-
sisted the United States in approving the transit of our naval vesse.ls that have de-
livered assistance to alleviate the suffering of the Georgian people. !\te are looking
to .Ankara f'or its thoughts on how its Caucasus stability initiative can integrate
lvith eflorts tx' the Euro-Àtlantic community to advance peace, prosperity, and free-
dom in Georgín.

Turkey recognizes that our success or failure in Iraq ,'vill directly impacl Turkey's
¡lomestic and econ()mic securil¡r. Turkey is helping to ensure lrads progress, inclucl-
ing' by hosting the secontl Enlarged lVlir-risterial Neighborir-rg Countries lVleeting in
Istanbul November' 2-3,2001 . Turkey, in fact. rvas instrumental in s*lrting the
Neighbols Process. Turkey rlso plovides politicrl pulty and militrtry tlaining. as-
sists rvith reconstruction. and is helpinq to rtevekrp lrirtli ,ril ¿in(l elecfricit,v infì':r-
structure. We have seen increasing dialog betrveen le¿ders in Ankara and llaghdarl,
including critically important visit¡ of PNI Erclogan to Baghdatl and Iraqi President
Talibani to'Iurkey in 2008, opening the rv¡r,v to further regional contacts rvith lraqi
democratic le¿rders. We ¿¡re seeing, as well, growing contacts betlveen Ankara and
offici¡.rls in the Kurdistan Regional Government. Fimrlly, over 70 percent of the aii'
crugo for our missiou in Iraq transits Incirlik Air Base, which is also the primar¡z
lelueling stop fìrr fllights tu Afghanistan. Our nrilitur;v ties with'lurkey reninin vital
to both counLl'ies, unrl I thank'furke-v f'or its hrng tradiiion rrf hospiialitv io ()ul nìili-
tary men and women. In short, Turkey is setting an exanrpLe t'or the region.

Turkey's soldiers have been in Afghanistan since the beginning ol ihe lnter.
national Seculitv ¡\ssistance Force. T\rrkev currerìrly ret¡rins alrrrrt.800 trrxlps there,
hus a provinciaf reconstruction ternì in íVurrl:rk, rín<J jrrst rrpperl its oligiirrrl rlt00
million humanitarian assistance duting the Paris Conf'erence, for a tolal now of
ii200 million ir-r aid. Turkish fir'nls h:rve invested $1.5 billion in projects in Afg-hani-
stan since 2002, inclur.lir-rg schools anri mosques, hospitals and health clinics, bridges
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and lvater rvell$. Turkey has also worked tr¡ Êacilitate talks betrveen the leaders of
Àfghanisian and Prrkistarr and to pless for grerrter cooperätìon in rooting out ter-
rorism enrnnating fium the Feelelally Àdrlinir:icn:d Tribal Arcnr; uf Pulcistan.

Turkey has been a partner in the search for a comprehensive peace in the l\,licl<lle
East. Ankara hosted Israeli President Peres and Palestinian. Authoritv President
Abbas for an historicjoint address to the Turkish Parliamentjust before"the.¿\nìap-
olis Conference, which Turkey also attende<l ancl actively supports. Turkey follotvéd
up af the Paris Conference with a 3150 million pledge f'tir Palestinian institrit'ion
building to be,used_ in 20,08-201Q. Nlost recently, Turkey hegan facilitating pecce
t¿llks between Israel an¡i Syria. lVe rvclcome Turkey's coristruðtive engagemeni and
hopc th.c t¡rll<g bcar fruit.

'Iurke.y is concerned, as lvell, abonl lran's efforts to rievelop nuclear en¡ichment
c{rpabilities in direct violation of Iran's obligntions in three Chapter VII LI.N. Secu-
rity Council resolutions, and Turkey supports the I;\E¡\'s ongoing investigrrtion of
Ir¡¡.n's nuclour progrrm. tr\¡hilo rvc unrlcrstand Trirhcy': dr'sirc lo muintain gôod reia-
tions wich its neighboi, rve rvork with Turkey to ensut'e full errfurcement of :rll of
U.N. Security Council resolutions, irnd to ¡uessrrre Tehlan to comply with itrler
natioÌìal obligations. Turkey implements all relevant UNSCRs (1737, 1747, and
1803). which help stem Irar-r's nuclear ¿nd missile proliferation efforts. One concern
I will emphasize in Ankara, if I am confirmed, is lran's hydrocarbon sector, anrl our
legislative obligations to oppose foreign investment of ovei $20 million in il.

The United States strongly supports Turkey's aspirntions to join the !)uropean
lJnion. To _its g,reat_ credit, the ruling Justice anri l)evelopment Party is imple-
menting political and economic reforms necessary for EIJ membership, and we hope
that process continues. We, like the 0I'J, want to see Ankn¡a e.xpand further its
denlocratic ancl human rights refbrms. lVe welcolle¡i recent changds to ,,\rticle i101,
the provision of the Turkish penal code that criminalizerl "insulting Turkishness,"
¿rnd amendments to expand nol-Turkish broadcasting, inclurling in Kutdish. We en-
couríìge Turke,y to prolect civil rights of'.rll religious antl ethnic groups, such as b.v-

reopening the Ecumenical Patriarchate's Halki Senrin¿rry as a vocátional schml-
Turkey and the United States share the v¿rlues of democracy ar-rd the rights of indi-
vidu¿¡Js, ând lve continue to see that reflecled in the refornrs that Turkev is under-
taking.

lVe support 'hrrkey's ef'forts to norm¿rlize ¡elatior-rs with its neìghhors nncl h¿rve
been encoulnged by nelv rlevelopments concerning both t-yprus añct Armenia. The
electir¡n of lhe new Cypriot President h¿ls led to talks between the trvo sides and
a willingrress to renew efforts with the I.I.N. on a bizonal, liicommunaì ièderation.
l'urkish lei¡.ders welcomed their new counterparts after the ¿\rmenian elections, and
Plesirient Gul just made a historic visit to Yerevan írt Armenian Presiclent
Sargsian's invitation. We strongly urge Turkev to work with Armenia to reestablish
diplomatic relirtions and to have an open and honest dialog about the tragic events
at the enrl of the Ottonran Empile.

Our economic cooperaiion with T\rrkey lvould be a key priorit¡', were I confirmed,
with emphasis on supporting United States firms an<l investment. The Lhited
States recently r¿ìtìfied a Peaceftil Uses of Nuclear Energv agreement with Tut.[<ey,
which slurultl prt-rvitle uew uppurlunities f'or United Stdaes tiusinesses to invest in
Tulkev.'i'he IJnited States and Turkey are also rvolkirrg toget.her.on oil nnrl n:rtur'rl
grLs pipelines, including the tsrku-Tbitisi-Cevhan.'lurkev-Gr.eece-ltaly Iìrterc(ìn-
nector, and the Nabucco pipelirles, to develop a new gen.eration of inlrastructure
thnt rvill hclp both Tull<cy orrd Eulopc sccurc arid rliucrsify their energv *rpplies.
One ,rf my proudest acconrplishnrenls on nly lâst toltr in Turke-v rvas to help inove
the Raku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline fÌrrwarrl, paving the rvay for these fLi.ther ef'-
forts benefiting both Turkey and global consumers.

Nlarry Americarrs, inclucling nry family and nre. have hud rvonrlerful experient.es
living and rvorking irr Turkey :rrrrl, in the case of orrr rlaughter'. graduuting from a
Turkish high school. It would be ¿rn honor tû retum to ¿\nkara to tepr.esent uur.Na-
tion, promote U.S. interests, ¿¡nd ensure thal we are plor.iding needed se¡vices for
Anerican citizens in 'lurkey- {f confirmed for this post, I will ensu.re all members
ol United States mission Turkey work effectively to advance Uniled Statæs goals in
Turkey and the re¡¡ion. do oul utnlost to support oul plivate u\melicarr commurrity,
and renrain s¡rf'e in the fìrce ofteriolist threats.

Nlr. Chairm¿rn, if confirmed as ambassa<for. these are onlv a few of the m¿rnv
items that wouici be on my agenda in Tilrkey. lf contiin-red, í hope i can count oi
the help atìd a(lvice of you,rnil your colleaguös. I look forwril'rl hr^rvorking rviih 

"vorrand urge you to Lruvel to this beautiful anrI fascinuting coulìtry.
Thank;rou.
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Senator KonRv. Well, thank you, both of you, very, very much.
I appreciate it.

We'll just run-Bob, is 10 minutes okay? We1l do l,O-minute
rounds and sort ofbounce back and forth here.

Let me begin by asking just a coupìe pro fbrma questions. Do ei-
ther of you have any conflicts of interest which have required you
to divest of' anything that we should be arvare of in the perform-
ance of the responsibilities in either of your assigned countries?
Ambassador Cretz?

Mr. Cnnrz. No, I don't, sil.
Senator Knnnv. Ambassador JefI'rey?
Ambassador Jn¡'r'nny. No, sir.
Senator KnRRy. Is there any issue on which either of you would

have to recuse yourself because of any potential conflict of interest?
Ambassador Jur¡'Rnv. No.
Mr. Cnnrz. No, Mr. Chairman.
Senator Konnv. Thank you. Thank you both.
llr. Jeffrey, with respect to the PKK, what would you-how

would you characterize the current state of'relations between Tur-
key and the Ktirclish regional government?

Ambassaclor Jcr'¡'Rsv. The Kurclish regional government and the
Iraqi government both acknowledge the PKK is a terrorist organi-
zation and they're working with both us and the Turks to deal with
that. There have been some strains ancl tensions, as you men-
tionecl, at the beginning of the cross-border operation. There were
some concerns f'rom the lraqi side, including from the side of the
Kurdistan regional government. The Turks have been rvorking both
with the fblks in h'bil in the Kurdistan regional government and
in Baghdad to smooth over these concerns and I think that they
have made considerable progress, particularly r'vith Prime Vlinister
Erdogan's recent visit to Baghclad and President Talabani's visit
earlier this year to Ankara.

It requires constant exchanges, but we are seeing progress, sir,
and I think that the two sides understand better now what the
purpose of these operatìons are and the limits of these operations.

Senator KenRv. Where do you understand the Turkish govern-
ment's influence and position with respect to an-v Kurclish inde-
pendence issues?

Ambassaclor JcrrRrv. The Turkish government, sir, like we and
like the lraqì government, str.pports the territorial integrity of'Iraq
as laid out in IJN Resolution 1546 and subsequent ones. trYe're very
strong on this, as are the Turks.

Senator KnRRv. So you wouid see the problem as really one of
self-clefense and leg'itimate national security concern with respect
to the PKK trans-boundary initiatives?

Ambassador JnrrRnv. Yes, sir, very much so. President Bush met
wilh Prime llinister Erdogan in November of'last year and agreed
to provide a variety of intelligence and other suppnrt for the Turk-
ish operations and we do so fülly cognizant that this is a self-de-
f'ense operation, it is not designed for anything else, and the Turks
have lived up to that, sir.

Senator Kannv. Fair enough.
With respect to the Turkish initiative regarding Syria and Israel,

there have been no direct talks yet between Syria and Israel. Presi-
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dent Assad is pushrng those off pending, needless to say, U.S. en-
gagement in some more direct wa.y. Holv would you characterize
the state, sort of what the accomplishment to date rvould be of that
initiative, and where do you see it playing out?

Ambassaclor JeppRnv. First of all, sir, the United States, this acl-
ministration, supports this effort. We encourage Turkey to continue
i,vhat it's doing. The talks, as you said, have been at some distance,
with the Turks functioning as an intermediary. The sub.jects are
bordcrs, sccurity, watcr, and overall political-diplomatic relations
between the tr,vo.

We think that this is a very important step in an overall com-
prehensive solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict and we hope that
this effort continues. We are encouraging both the Israelis and the
Turks to continue.

Senator Ksnny. Do you see a role that we could play more
proactively?

Ambassador J¡r'rnny. We review this f'rom time to time, Senator.
We are-at this point we're comfortable where lve are in terms of
reaching out to Syria.

Senator Knnnv. Well, I'm not going to push you on that because
I know that's a policy being made at a higher level, but one that
the committee has had some concerns about, as I think you know.

Many of us on this committee are deeply concerned about how
lve move Turkey ancl Armenia to resolve the outstancling issues, in-
cluding the opening of the borcler, the Nagorno-Karabakh, obvi-
ously the events of 1915, ancl so forth. How would you assess the
progress made in the recent diplomatic initiatives, beyond the soc-
cer initiative? How would you assess that?

Ambassador JcrrRsv. Sir, looking back at where I was I r.vas last
in Turkey f'rom 1999 to 2002, 

"ve've 
seen considerable, albeit not

yet sufTicìent, progress. For example, a f'elv years ago the Turks
began issuing essentially immecliate 90-day visas for Armenians
traveling to Turkey. There are some 70,000 Armenians living and
working in Turkey today, There are weekly commercial flights be-
tween Erevan and Istanbul. There are contract flights between
Erevan and Antalya during the summer. During the Georgìan cri-
sis the Turks opened up the air space between the trvo countries,
anct there's about 60 to $120 million in annual tracle betr.veen the
two.

There are also, beyond the fairly dramatic events of last month,
sir, with Prcsidcnt Gul's trip, thcrc arc also diplomatic exchanges
at various levels. The Armenians have a diplomat in the Black Sea
Cooperation Council in Istanbul and there have been a variety of
talks at other levels. However, we have not achieved yet what we
need, r,vhich is, as I said, the establishment of dipbmatic relations
and the opening of'the border.

Senator KnRRv. Let me go to one of the sort of'tricky questions
here. I'm not trying to, literally not trying to trip you up or any-
thing. I'm just trying to get the record as clear as we can going for-
ward. At a House Foreign Affhirs Committee hearing on June 18,
2008, Assistant Ser:retary of'State Dan F¡eicl sta,Led, quote, that the
brutality against the Armenians starting in 1915 was, quote, "ex-
traordinarily well documentecL," and that the assessment of former
Ambassador to the Ottoman Empire Henry Morgenthau, lvho clocu-
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mented the Armenian genocide, was, quote, "accurate" that is there
is no question the intent lvas not to remove people in a peaceful
way,t'

In a letter dated this year, July 29, Assistant Secretary of Leg
Affäirs llatt Reynolds wrote to Chairman Biden saying, quote:
"Our goal in bringing archivists frorn Turkey and Armenia to the
United States fbr training is not to open a debate on whether the
Ottomans committed these horrendous acts. It's to help preserve
the documentation that supports the truth of those events."

Reynolds further added, quote: "The administration recognizes
that the mass killings, ethnic cleansing, and forced deportation of
over 1.5 million Armenians were conducted by the Ottoman Em-
pire. We indeed hold Ottoman officials responsible for those
crimes."

That is the administration's position. Based on those statement-
I'm not going to go into the historical details, but based on those
statements can you assure the committee that the administration
is not supporting rhetorically,-financially,.or otherwise an effort to
convene a commission to settle an historical debate that in effect
is not a debate?

Ambassaclor Jo¡'pnev. Mr. Chairman, as you've indicated, the acl-
ministration recognizes and mourns and is very, very, very con-
cerned about the historical facts, which include, as you said, the
mass killing and the forced exile of up to 1.5 million Armenians at
the end of the Ottoman Empire. We support, as President Bush
made clear in his recent statement on March 24, the open efI'ort by
both sides to get to the bottom of the historical facts and to move
forward as part of a reconciliation process both to establish closer
and eventually full relations and to work out these dark chapters
in the past.

Senator Knnnv. So do I interpret that as, are yoll in fact going
fhrther than Assistant Secretary fot Legislative Affairs Reynolds
did? .{re you in ef'f'ect saying that we are supportive of the histor-
ical commission itself ancl its goal, or are we supportive of simply
maintaining the historical record?

Ambassador Jnp¡'nnv. We are supportive of anything that the
two sides mutually agree on, sir. And as part of any process, we
think that there should be a full ancl open review of'the eyents of
that time.

Senator Ksnny. Providing its mutually agreecl on?
Ambassador Jnr¡'Rnv. Provicling its mtr.tually agreed on.
Senator K¡nnv. Senator Menendez?
Senator NloNe¡itoz. Thank you, llr. Chairman.
Let me first say to llr. Cretz, now that I know your lvife is a

Union City native and as a Union City native, we've just got to get
the Libyans to put their money up really quick so you can go there.

I mentioned the Pan Am bombing victims, of'course. There's the
LaBelle victims and others as well. So we look forward to the Liby-
ans meeting their responsibility and hopefully your opportunity
once you'te there after they meet their responsibility to continue to
engage in that respect.

Ambassador Jeîfrey, I'm dismayed as I heard your answer to
Senator Kerry because that puts us bef'ore '"vhere we lvere when we
had the ambassador-designee to Armenia being interviewed, ancl
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the statements that Senator Kerry react to you are the response to
this committee and to Chairman Biclen from the State Department
because of'great angst that lvas created as a result of her testi-
mony. Now you've taken us back to where rve lvere before, when
you say lve support r,vhatever the commission does to get to the bot-
tom of the historical facts.

Well, that's not what the administration has said to us. The ad-
ministration in their letter-unless we're not to believe letters sent
to this committee now. The acl.ministration in tl"Leir letter said; "Our
goal is not to open a debate on whether the Ottomans committed
these horrendous acts. It is to help preserve the documentation
that supports the truth of those events."

That letter by Assistant Secretary of Legislative Affairs Mr. Rey-
nolds further lvent on: "The aclministration recognizes that the
mass killings, ethnic cleansing, forced deportation of over 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians were conducted by the Ottoman Empire. We indeed
hold Ottoman o{ficials responsible for those crimes."

Now, rvhat I heard you respond to the question is quite different.
So clo you want t<¡ clear it up for me or are you sticking with your
statement that we support whatever it is to get to the bottom of'
the facts? The historical fhcts as I see it have nor,v been admitted
to by the State Department and clearly stated as such. Ancl I don't
get a sense that's what you're telling us, so that puts a complica-
tion in this process. Maybe you can help us.

Ambassador JorrRnv. I'll try, Senator. Certainly everything that
Assistant Secretary Reynolds lvrote is U.S. Government policy and
we stand by it. lYhat I was trying to communicate rvas it's also im-
portant for Turks and Armenians to move forward on a joint effort
to work on these issues and to come to some kind of, to the extent
they can, common view of the historical facts.

Senator Mnxn¡;osz. Well, if in fact we aìready have come to the
conclusion that the historical facts as outlined by Mr. Reynolds on
behalf of the State Department in July of this year are that we in-
deed hold Ottoman officials responsible for those crimes, why
woulcl we support an initiative that ultimately doubts whether
those are the historical facts? If the Turks seek to do it that's one
thing, but why would we be supportive of an effurt that ultirnately
unclermines the very posìtion that or¡r Sfate T)epartment has?

Ambassaclor JurrRov. In conflicts such as this, Senator, vr/e be-
lieve that as a general rule-and we apply this across the hoard
in the many conflicts that I've been involved in-lve have-and it's
our obligation to ou¡ own citizens and to the historical record to
have<ur own l-ielvs, but it's also imp<lrtant to try to encourage
the various sides on a dispute, be it this one, be it others, to try
to come to some sort of joìnt understanding of the past and a joint
rvay f'orward f'or the future.

Senator Mn¡luxonz. Let me ask you one last question on this.
Would you then as the ambassador be someone who would advo-
cate rhetorically, {inancially, or otherwise that the commission
should be constituted and move frlrward?

Ambassaclor Js¡¡'Rl¡v. Senator, every effort that can be taken f'or
people to review openly the facts of'that periocl would be supported
by me.
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Senator llnxe¡¡ooz. Let me ask you, do you believe that-clespite
sorne painful legacy of the Armenian genocide, continued illegal
Turkish blockade, Armenia has repeatedly offered to open diplo-
matic relationships with Turkey without preconclitions. Do -rrou be-
lieve that Turkey shoulcl accept Armenia's offer to establish full
diplomatic and economic relations without any precondition?

Ambassador Jnrrnnv. We believe that Turkey should establish
relations with Armenia, sir, that is correct.

Senator Mnxnxtnz. Without any precondilions?
Ambassador Jorrnsv. Wìthout any preconditions.
Senator MpNsxncz. Thank you. Let me ask you with refèrence

to the State Department's international religious f'reedom report.
One of my concerns reading from the report is minority religious
groups, particularly the Greek and the Armenian Orthodox commu-
nities, have lost nllmerous properties to the state in the past and
continued ongoing efforts from the state to expropriate properties.

Most particularly, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, th.e spiritual
leader of 6 million Christians here in the llnitecl States and 300
millìon in the world, fincls themselves constrained, having his
church's properties conf'rscatecl-you mentioned the Halki school-
not being able to have ne'"v orclinations of priests at that location,
ancl most recently U.S. citizens who are afIìliated with the church,
the Greek Orthodox Archbishop of America Demetdus, lletropoli-
tan Isaiah of Denver, )Ietropolitan Nikitas from San Francisco,
and others who attendecl the holy synod in Istanbul, were ulti-
mately treated in a wa¡' in which we would want no United States
citizen to be treated.

What is it that you would intend to clo as our ambassaclor to Tur-
key to get Turkey to understand the importance of religious free-
dom and the respect of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which rep-
resents the spiritual leader of millions of Americans here at home?

Ambassador JerrRnv. Senator, we would continue the progress
and continue the pressing that we have done in the past. This was
one of the biggest issues when I was there last time. It's something
that I knorv that Ambassador Wilson and his predecessors have put
a lot of time and effort into. We have seen some success. Tn 2002
the Turks changed the property law to allow the f'oundations for
the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Jewish groups ìn Turì<e-v to
purchase property. That was a step fbrwarcl, but nr¡t an âdequate
one. They changed the law again in 2006. Unfortunately, it was
f'ouncl unconstitutional and it is back being reviewed.

lVe need to move f'orward on that lalv consistent with the Turk-
ish constitutional system and we need to take further steps. This
is something that I will, if confirmed, put a great deal of effort into
because I believe that it is absolutely essential f'or the kincl of rela-
tionship that we want to continue to have.

In the case of the synod, lve were pleased that non-Greek mem-
bers of the synod were appointecl in 2004 ancl we hope that they
can exercise their full rights as mernbers of the synod.

Senator MnNnw¡nz. Are you aware of the European Court of Jus-
tice's unanirnous determination last July-

Ambassador Ju¡'¡'nov. Yes, sir.
Senator }lenendez:-which condemns Turkey's confiscation of the

orphanage of the Ecumenical Patriarchate? Are you aware of lhat?
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Ambassador JnrrRoy. Yes, sir. This is the Kachuk Adaf Orphan-
age. It is another of the lines of operation, if I will, if I can, that
we are pursuing. One of the reasons that we urge Turkey to estab-
lish closer relations with the European Union is to help folks re-
solve these sorts of problems that complicate both our relationship,
as yorl pointed out, with Turkey, but also the European Union's.

Senator lfnxu¡¡ooz. Let me ask you this. On eyprus there are
currently more than 40,000 Turkish troops in Northern Cyprus oc-
cupying that part of the country. Since 2003 rvhen I r,vas one of the
first people to cross from the Greek Cypriot side into the occupied
side, there have been more than 13 million free crossings flom the
occupied area to the Cypriot government and vice vers,ì.

Is that not a clear reptr.diation of the Turkish position that you
need to have 40,000, the most militaril,v-in terms of square foot-
age, the most milìtarily occupied part of any part of the .world?

Ambassador JnrrRnv. We would be delighted to see any step to-
wards reconciliation, any step to further defuse that situation, Sen-
ator, including withdrawals of troops. The previous ef'fort in 2A04
had a very significant withdrawal of foreign troops from bhe island
as paû of the Annan plan. We fully support a comprehensive solu-
tion and we think that any comprehensive solution would deal suc-
cessf'ully and effectively with the troop issue.

Senator MexsN¡¿2. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Senator Ksnnv. Thank you, Senator Menendez.
Mr. Cretz, what's your understanding at the moment of the Liby-

an contributions to the fund?
lfr. Cnnrz. Currently, Mr. Chairman-first I would point out

that the agleement was signed on August 15 between tlie United
States and the government of'Libya. On September 3 the fund that
will receive the contributions was established.

Right now my understanding is that contributions to the f'und
are being solicited and that we expect that the funcl will be capital-
ized in the near f'uture.

Senator Knnnv. Do you have any expectation on the time frame?
llr. Cnn'rz. I can't give you a definite date, Mr. Chairman, but

we belìeve that it will be in the very near future.
Senator Krnny. When you say funds are being solicited, do you

know lvhere they're being solicited from
llr. Cnn'rz. This is a humanitarian fund which is open to anyone

who lvants to contribute. I clo not know m.yself what the actual
$ollrccg of thc firnds will bc.

Senator Konny. Do you*is there any expectation that American
businesses anxious to secure contracts or do business mav con-
tribute to the fund?

llr. Cnotz. Mr. Chairman, we have had three clear red lines
with respect to the solicitation or the capitalization of'the fund:
number one, that ther:e will be no United States ta-rpayer dollars
involvecl; number two, that we will not pressure U.S. companies to
contribute to the fünd; and number three, that we will not tolerate
any pressure being brought to bear on any U.S. companies to con-
trihtrte to the frrnd.

Senator Knnnv. Pressure is to be distinguished f'rom an invita-
tion?

]'llr. Cnnrz. Since the fund is-
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Senator KenRv. Or request?
llr. Cnnrz. Yes, I woulcl say that it is. If U.S. companies wish

to make a contribution, just as any other companies, Libyan com-
panies, European companies wish to make a contribution to that,
if,s certainly up to them. We have offered that, if askecl, we would
facilitate any contact r,vith them about contribution with lhe De-
partment of ,Justice with respect to any regulations and laws that
might apply.

Senator KanRv. Have you been brief'ed on or clo you have any
concerns yourself as an incipient ambassador with respect to the
arms sales and potential nuclear agreements between France and
Libya?

lIr. Cnnrz. I have not, llr. Chairman.
Senator Knnnv. Ancl you have no opinion rvith respect to them?

You don't have lo. I'm just curious.
Mr. Cnsrz. I don't have an opinion on that.
Senator KnRRY. What abut potential natural gas cooperation be-

tween Libya and Russia?
Mr. Cnprz. I think as we-if we are able in fact to expancl our

relationship with the Libyans, lve would hope that as part of that
there would be more inr,'estment in the exploitatir:n of'Libyan oil
as well as Libyan natllral gas, not only f'or the benefìt of'the United
States Government and people at some point, because it ofiers per-
haps more stability in the oil markets, but also because it would-
as we look at the situation with respect to Europe ancl the need to
diversify sources of oil and gas, I think r,ve would look on that as*
lve lvould look on the contacts between the Europeans and Libya
as posit ve, as a way to diversify from any one sollrce of oil and
gas which they have norv, and perhaps the Russians is a good ex-
ampìe of that.

Senator KuRRv. Do you expect the United States to try teis
there any discussion that you're a\vare of'of our offering similar
kinds of deal opportunities or engaging in discussions, regarding ei-
ther arms sales or energy production?

Mr. Cnnrz. lVith respect to energy procluction, we know that our
companies are involved in that. We know that several American
companies would like to gain further business with Libya, espe-
cially with respect to oil recovery techniques. We know that the
Libyans woulcl welcome further American investment in this area.

With respect to arms, with respect to our own potential arms
sales to Libya, I s'ould say that we hope that once we overcome-
once the problern with lespect to the claims is overcome fully and
satisfactorily, that we will be able to begìn a defense relationship
r.vith Libya at some point. This would be a relationship that would
be based on-as we begin to see the prospects of whether or not
we would be able to sell arrns to Libya, it would be done on a case
by case basis and in response to positive Libyan behavior, as rve
have seen in the past in what it's done with respect to WIID, re-
nunciation of terrorism, and we hope with the firlfiìlment of the
claims agreement.

Senator KnRnv. To what degree does Libyas opposition to the
presence of non-African military f'orces, i.e., AFRICOM, presence
complicate that? And how do we anticipate their being cooperative
in those ef'forts that we obviously face on the continent with respect
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to counterterrorism, and yet they're opposed to the AFRICOM pres-
ence?

lIr. Cnerz. When the Secretary was in Libya for her historic visit
a felv weeks ago, she actually did engage in a discussion with the
Libyans with respect to AFRICOM. I think that we discovered in
that discussion that what they thought our intent was with respect
to AFRICOM was really quite mistaken. I think the Secretary told
the T,ibyans that we neecled to do more work r,vith respect to ex-
plairring Lt¡ Llreur lhaL Lhis was rurL only a security-based United
States effort in Africa, but in fact it was an effort to help Africans
help themselves, especially r,vith respect to countering terrorism on
the continent, and also to helping Africans hclp thcmsclvcs lvith rc-
spect to maintaining and fostering political stability.

So rve have lvork to do in that area, but I think the Secretary's
visit went at least some measure in terrns of dispelling what r.ve
thought-what appears to be a misconception on the Libyans on
the part of AFRICOM.

Senator Ksnny. Does that play out in some positive way with re-
spect to conflicts in Chad or Darfur, Niger, and-or the other re-
gional sort of concerns that r.ve have?

ì\1r. Unnrz. .!1r. Chairman, I think that we in the past, where we
might have seen elements of acl.venturism r,vith respect to Libya's
actions in Af'rica, I think we've had a pretty good indication over
the past f'ew years of a i.villingness by the Libyan government to
play a very fhvorable and positive role in the conflicts in Af'rica,
specifically in Darfur and most recently as a participant, Libya's
participant as a member of the Dakar Accords r.vith respect to the
conflict between Sudan and Chaci.

While we may have had a diff'erence of opinion at times with
Libya with respect to tactics in bringing these conflicts to resolu-
tion, I think that the overall goal that we share with the Libyans
is similar in those cases. So I think that Libya-one of the reasons
I think that we want to settle the claims agreement fully and satis-
fäctorily is that we see a lot of areas of potential cooperation with
Libya in the future, specifically rvith respect to counterterrorism
and certainly with respect to confìicts on the continent.

I r,vould note also ihat Libya has been helpful in establishing a
humanitarian corridor to allorv goods to Darfur, and my under-
standing is that they have also opened up routes to help refugees
in the Sahel as well.

Senator KnRRv. Those efforts, obviously we appreciate them and
they're important, but how do you square those-what leverage do
r,ve have to acldress some of the internal abuses that I cited, the
human rights issues internally? Obviously, we al'uvays have to try
to prioritize some of these things, but tve never turn away f'rom
that no matter what our priorities. Hor,v do we leverage that?

Mr. Cna'rz. Mr. Chairman, I think that fìrst of all we recognize,
we should recognize, that we have not harJ a higlr level tlialugue ur.
any dialogue basically with the Libyans for almost 25 years. So I
think that we need to-as lve move forwarcl with the ï ibva-ns. I
think we have made it clear that the-a"a tney tlã"ã * -t":*li":
pressed a willingness to engage in a human rights dialogue with
us.
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When the Secretary was in Tripoli she specifically raisecl the case
of Fathi El-Jahmi and she also told the Libyans that we would be
eager to engage on a human rights dialog¡ue on the basis of rnutual
respect. I think that if confirmed as ambassador I certainly would
take a lead. from rvhat the Secretary did. I think that we have an
opportunity to start a human rights dialogue on a high level.

Also I would note that Colonel Qadhafi's son himself, Seif al-
Islam, has also publicly spoken about the need to reform parts of
Libyan society. I think it will be an evolutionary process, but I
think that it's one that could yield fruit in the future if we engage
at with the proper means, the proper attitude, and the proper lime.

Senator Ksnnv. Thank you, lIr. Cretz.
Senator Nfenendez?
Senator Moxnxnnz. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Ambassador Jeffrey, I f'ocused on-you have a big charge. It's a

big country. It's very ìmportant to us, and there's a whole host of
issues. So that's lvhy I'm focusecl on getting a good sense of lvhat
your thinking is on some of these.

If Turkey were to recognize the Armenian genocide, vvould the
United States be willing to do so?

Ambassaclor JcppRnv. We would have to see at that time, Sen-
ator. I can't sommit the administration to any f'uture action.

Senator MsNnNosz. No, I realize you can't. But would you as the
U.S. Ambassador to Turkey say to the administration, whoever
that is in the next administration, that in fact we should recognize
it as rvell?

Ambassador JnrrRnv. 'We constantly review. 'W'e constantly re-
view many things in our foreign policy processes. This one, because
o{'the great interest in the American publìc and Congress, is one
that gets reviewed all of the time. That would certainly be a very
major fäctor in any review if the two sides could come to an agree-
qLent on that particular term or other issues related to the past,

Senator Msxnxocz. Well, if Turkey on its orvn came to the evo-
lution that in fact it made a decision that, yes, a previous, not even
Turkey as we knolv it today but the Ottoman Empire, did what the
State Department says it has and saicl, yes, there r,vas a genocide,
would it not be in the interests of the United States to recognize
what Turkev itself' has recognized?

Ambassaclor Jrr'¡'Rsv. It lvould be, as I said, Senator, a very im-
portant fhctor. But aside from being concerned about committing
this or the future administration to a specific course of action or
predicting it, there would be other factors that would have to be
weighed, such as our general approach to other conflicts and taking
positions.

The relationship between Turkey and Armenia is a major factor
in the policies we take, the wgrds'we use. But there are other fäc-
tors as lvell, sir.

Senator Nfnxnxnnz. V/hen you take the oath, should you be con-
firmed by the Senate as the Ambassador of' the Llnitecl States to
Turkey, do you know what that oath says?

Ambassador Jonrnnv. Yes, sir.
Senator MnNn¡locz. Does that oath speak to an administration

or does it speak to the country?
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Ambassador Je¡'¡'nnv. It speaks to the country, Senator.
Senator lfnxn¡sonz. In that respect, one of the things that I look

when we have nominees here is that when we have our-under-
standing fully that the State Department to a large degree is going
to, and whatever administration you lvork for is going to, define
your parameters. But when I have an ambassaclor here I lvant to
be able to get straight talk so that in fact I know and can make
.judgments as one member of the United States Senate and of'this
committcc, and I cant gct that straight talk if I hear a constant
constrainment of what is the truth or the realities and the opinions
you might have in a country as it relates to questions being posed
to you by members of this committee.

So I hope that we recognize that the oath is to the country and
this is an institution of the country at the end of the day.

So let me ask you this question. There are a series of media ac-
counts-I won't take them all here-that reported that Under Sec-
letary of State Edelman and Assistant Secretary of State Ðan
Fried traveled to Turkey in October of 20A7 to, quote, "express re-
gret" over the adoption of the Armenian genocide resolutìon by the
U.S. House Foreign Affairs Committee, one that I sat in at one
timc.

Is it your view, should you ultimately be approved by ihe Senate
as an ambassador, to express regret of' what an institution of the
United States Congress does?

Ambassador Je¡'r'Roy. Senator, I never have and I never will ex-
press regret. This is an independent and equal organ of the United
States Government. It deserves the respect of everyone ìn the
world.

Senalor MnNpNoez. I appreciate Lhat answer.
Let me ask you one last, tr,vo last questions, and I may submit

some fbr the record, but not to belabor your appearance here today.
You know, I have spent a lot of time on the question of Cyprus ancl
Turkey and reunification of the island. Many New Jerseyans are of'
descent from that country, American citizens no',v.

Or,'erwhelmingly in the years that I have spent focused on this,
probably the better part of 16 years in the Congress, there is a very
dccp bclicf that thc solution is not between Creek and Turkish
Cypriots, although that's what we would desire it to be, but that
a lot of this has to do with what goes on in Ankara, and par"tìcu-
lqrly the military in Ankara. How do you see your role as the
United States Ambassador in trying to help what is clearly an in-
terest of the United States to have a country that is now part of'
the European Union, the unoccupied part, but also that accepted
our citizens when we were finding the difficulties that were taking
place when our citizens had to be evacuated froin Beirut in Leb-
anon, and accepted them with open arms and helpecl us-how do
you see playing a role to try to move that in the right direction?

Ambassador JarrRov. Certainly, sir. As one who was lvorking
that evacuation, I do want for the record to thank again the people
of Cyprus for taking on thousands of Americans. It lvas a magnifi-
cent and immediatel;r crucial effort.

Sir, on the issue of Turkey, Turkey is a major player obviously
in this. Both Turkey and Greece are technically guarantor por.vers
under the 1960 set of accords. But fhr more importantly, they're
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both political players in thìs. In the case of Turkey, which is where
if confirmed I would focus my efforts, it rvould be my job, as it has
been the job of my predecessors in various positions there, to con-
vince lhe Turks that it is in their olvn interest to find a solution
to that, that thei¡ own relations, not just with us, importantly with
us, but also with Greece, not with Cyprus, of course, but with the
European {.Jnion, and with the region would be helped.

The more the Turks move closer to their neighbors, the better
their relations, the better their trade. We see this with Greece,
where, while there are still some issues, the¡/ve recently had very
high-level exchanges. They have now a gas pipeline betlveen Tur-
key and Greece. They have possibilities of joint military units. This
is exactly what we want to see happening with Cyprus, with Arme-
nia as r,vell, Senator.

Senator MnNeNouz. A final question if'I may. I read your state-
ment, your full statement, and your 5-page statement, 14 para-
graphs, has 2 that talk about all these chalìenges combined to-
gether, particularly in the context of Turkey's clesire to enter the
European Union and how there are obstacles to that.

If you lvere to receive the support of the Senate and be con-
frlrnetl, can yolr give me a sense, lvithin the myriad of issues that
you ivill be fhcing, as to what type of import, attention of your time
and calibration will you give to the issues that I've raised with you

Ambassador JnrrRuv. Senator, in my last job in Turkey the
ìssues yciu raisecl occupied a very large part of'my, if you will, pol-
icy lime, the time lve spend into diplomatic contacts with the
Turks, certainly on the orcler ofl 20, 30,40 percent. The crìsis of the
day-as you pointed out, it's a large country; it borders on a lot of
problem areas-sometimes prish the press of business to the side.
But this has been and if'confirmed it will be very important ele-
ments of our policy, sir.

Senator Mn¡ttxtnz. Thank you, llr. Chairman.
Senator KnnRv. Thank you for a set ofimportant, good questions,

Senator.
Just a couple more if I can. How would you characterize, Mr. Jef-

frey, the relationship right nor,v betrveen the AK Party and the
military establishment thafs so important in Turkey?

Ambassador Jnr¡'RRv. Senator, I know enough about Turkey to
say that a question of that cletail requires on-the-ground talking
with all of lhe people. If confirmed, that would be one of my prior-
ities, and I wouldn't rvant to go into it in detail norv. I would simply
like to sketch out a ferv guideposts, if you wili.

First of' all, there was the recent constitutional court decision
concerning the AK Party ancl the concerns that many in Turkey
had about whether it i,vas going too fär in challenging the secular
basis of the Turkish constitution and state. The outcome rvas lo
fine the party but not challenge the party's rule. I think that that
is-the European Union has greeted that decision and, while r,ve

don't get into constitutional decisions in any real detail, I think
that that poltends well f'or stable relations between the various key
elements of Turkish society. including between the military and
this party.
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Senator KrnRv. Do you think that that relation-is that relation-
ship tricky with respect to the ability of the Cyprus issue to be re-
scllved'/

Ambassaclor Jnnrnsy. Senator, my bias is almost everything in-
volving Turkey is tricky to one or another degree. But I would have
to say that it ìs a-that has always been in the past r,vhen I was
involved in this an issue of some concern. As in manv other cases
of'countries with important national security demandå, challenges,
and issues, the Turkish military has a say in political dccisions,
and that's something that we have to work with all of the actors.

Senator Knnnv. Is it your judgment that Turkey r,vould accept
the withcl-rawa-l of its fbrces in exchange for the unification of the
island?

Ambassador Jo¡'pRnv. Turkey supported in-
Senator Konnv. In a bizttnal, bicommunal, federatecl concept?
Ambassador Je¡'pncv. Turkey accepted in 2004, sir, the Annan

plan, which called for the withclrawal of most of'the forces. I think
they would go down to roughly 6,000 on each side. I think that if
you could find a, as yo1l said, bìzonal, bicommunal fecleral solution
that both sicles could agree to, I think that Turkey as a whole
would go along rvith it, as it rvas ready to do in 2004.

Senator KonRv. A¡rd UE accession? What's yoltr sense of the sta-
tus of that?

Ambassador Jnrpnov. Sir, I didn't catch the beginning?
Senator Kannv. The Et-l accession.
Ambassador JsFFnny. Right now-there are 35 chapters that a

country has to lvork its way through, and it often takes 10 or 15
years. Turkey has eight chapters opened. They have eight chapters
closed. Again, as in many othel cases, because of tl're Cyprus situa-
tion the Turks do not open their ports to Cypriot tracle, They have
their own arguments on lvhy, based upon what they have explained
is EU commitments before the Annan ref'erenclum on the island in
2004 concerning the Turkish Cypriots.

But in any case, the EU has decidecl to freeze those eight chap-
ters. The EU is also very concernecl about the constitutional court
case. Because of the way that that case came out, I lhink, and be-
cause of'the new movement on Cyprus, r,ve would hopc and cxpcct
that there would be a new ìrnpetus to moving forward on the EU.

Senator KoRRv. Mr. Crctz, ûrc you satisficcl with the current
state of the consular relationship between us and Libya, both the
rate of travel, rate of visas, etcetera?

Mr. Cnarz. Mr. Chairman, I think there needs to be an impror,'e-
ment on both sides with respect to the consular issues. Because of
lack of facilities, lve've only been able to ofïèr official visas in Libya,
ancl in fact Libyans have lo travel to'Tunis to get their U.S. visas
adjudicated. We hope that as our facility is able to that rve can
offer that at some point to the Libyans.

At the same time, I would hope, and certainly if confrrmed as
ambassador, to convince the Libyans to open up with respect to the
issuance of visas fbr Americans and to fäcilitate certainly in a more
productive way olrr official people who are going there to do certain
kincls of work, and also with respect to tourism.

Senator Knnnv. Are there any-have there been any closings
with respect to any deals, either cultural or science or otherwise?
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Mr. ClRurz. lIr. Chairman, in February I believe we signed a
science and technology agreement. But as of right now lve have
several agreements pending, including cultural exchange agree-
ment, a def'ense relationship framervork agreement, a potential
trade and investment framelvork agreement. So all these agree-
ments in efTect are in certain stages of being resolved, and I expect
that if confirmed as ambassador I would hopefully oversee the con-
clusion of these agreements in the next several months, pending of'
course the-

Senator Ksnnv. We want you obviously to do that, and I think
that progress in those areas could be aw{ully important. So that
could be helpful to the rest of the process.

Let me just take one minute on process here. I want to check on
something. [Pause.L

Senator Kpnnv. I'm just trying to work through, because obvi-
ously there's a good charrce we're going to fìnish this deal on the
economic deal and be out of here in a few days. Obviously, we're
concerned with the notion of being able to try to move the nomina-
lìons, though yotrrs, llr. Cretz, depends on Libya, if Libya can
move rapidly.

If we're in a pro forma session here, which we may lvell be, then
it wou.ld be possible to try to do this in an expedited fashion. I
think, Mr. Jefirey, our plan is to try to discharge you almost imme-
diately, and then see horv we can pull the pieces together in the
fbllowing days.

Therefore, rvhat I r,vill do is t think I'll leave the record open for
24 hours only and r,ve'll close the record out tomorrow. If'there are
any adclitional questions in writing, it'll have to be done in that
time. Then I hope Libya is listening and can write a big check
quickly anct transfer money by rvire and get an ambassador.

But we're very grateful, we're very grateful to both of you. Again,
I regret, Mr. Cretz, but obviously it's beyond our control.

Let me thank you both again and your fämilies. This is a tough
time to be abroacl I'or anyone in the foreign servise at any level,
may I add. This committee is particularly sensitive to that and has
a lot of respect for everything that people have to put up with in
that ef'fort. We are trying-yesterday we passed out of the com-
mittee an effort to try to equalize the pay for f'oreign sen'ice offi-
cers, particularly in those areas where fämilies don't follow them
because their families are back here and they're paying Wash-
ington prices at lower scale. We need to acldress those kinds of in-
equities of'we're going to cr¡ntinue to ask people to serve in these
kinds of complicated places and times.

But the committee is deeply grateful to you and obviously I think
the committee, both bipartisanly, has expressed deep concerns
about a number of'policies that have made life more complicated
for the members of'our foreign selvice and we're very hopeful that
over the course of the next months, either r.vay, that that's going
to change. We look forr,vard to continuing to w<lrk at that.

So r.ve thank ¡'ou for your presence. We thank you fbr your will-
ingness to serve, and I am confident in the willingness of the Sen-
ate to confirm both of you. It's really a matter of scheduling.

We stand adjourned. Thank you.
lWhereupon, at 3:58 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.J
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