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In some of these protests, the participants blocked roadways—setting up barricades, most often made of trash, 

tree branches, and pieces of concrete, which they sometimes set on fire, while others blocked roads with their 
physical presence alone. Cars were often allowed to pass through these barricades, albeit at reduced speeds, 
participants and witnesses said, though sometimes passage was cut off altogether.   

For example, on March 7, students from the Medical School at Centro Occidental Lisandro Alvarado University in 

Barquisimeto were staging a protest by blocking a road located outside the campus, on which two hospitals—one 
of them a children’s hospital—are located. National guardsmen responded by firing teargas indiscriminately at the 
protesters and into the campus, in spite of the common knowledge that the hospitals were located there. Teargas 
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that flowed into the campus affected scores of child patients and the medical professionals attending to them, the 
director of the hospital for adults said to Human Rights Watch. According to a nurse who works in one of the 
hospitals, national guardsmen continued to fire dozens of teargas canisters into the heart of the campus long after 
students had withdrawn from the road, with little apparent regard for the possible repercussions for patients.   

 Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, art. 44 (1). 



 
 

12 
 



 
 

13 
 

                                                           

 These include, among others, educational, environmental, feminist, and labor groups. “Venezuelan Colectivos: 

Representatives of the Communal and Popular Power” (Colectivos venezolanos: representantes del Poder 
Comunal y Popular), Telesur, February 13, 2014, http://www.telesurtv.net/articulos/2014/02/13/colectivos-
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ubch-5820.html (accessed April 15, 2014): “instrumento del pueblo para la defensa de sus conquistas, para seguir 
luchando en la profundización de la Revolución venezolana.” 
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 Organic Criminal Code, art. 373. 

 Under the Venezuelan Constitution, “no one can be subject to penalties, torture, or cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment” and “every person deprived of [his or her] liberty will be treated with the due respect of human 
dignity.” In addition, it states that “any person who is arrested must be taken before a judge within 48 hours of the 
arrest,” and has the right to “communicate immediately with [his or her] family members, lawyer, or person of 
trust, and they, at the same time, have the right to be informed about where the person is detained.” All detainees 
also have “the right to be immediately notified of the reasons of the detention, and to include written information 
in the judicial file regarding the physical and psychological conditions of the detainee.” The Constitution specifically 
provides for the right of defense and legal counsel, and states that: “every person has the right to be notified of 
the charges for which [he or she] is being investigated, to have access to evidence, and to have time and sufficient 
medium to exercise [his or her] defense.” Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, arts. 44, 49. 
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Human Rights Watch interview with Nizar El Fakih, Caracas, March 19, 2014. 

Ibid.  
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Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, art. 29; International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR), adopted December 16, 1966, G.A. Res. 2200A (XXI), 21 U.N. GAOR Supp. (No. 16) at 52, U.N. Doc. A/6316 
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