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Purpose: To amend the prcamble.

IN THE SENATÏ OF TIIE UNffED STAfES-llõth Cong., 2d Sess.

S. Res,634

Commemorating the T0th anniversary of the Berlin Airlift
and lronoring the veterans of Operation \riftles.

Referred. to the Committee on and
ordered to be printed

Orderecl to lie on the table ancl to be printecl

Ar,rnNnuuN'r intencled to bc proposed by Mr. Rlscn

Yíz:

I Strike the preamble ancl inser'l. the followingr

Whercas, in late Junc 1948, lYest Bcrlin rvas isolated within

the Soviet occupation zone, ancl there lverc only 35 clays'

worth of footl ancl 45 days' u¡orth of eoal remaining for

thc city;
'Whercas military planners in the IJnited States and the

Unitcd Kingdom initially determinecl that-
(1) 1,534 tons of flour, wheat, frsh, nrilk, ancl

other food items woulcl be requircd daily to feed the

more than 2,000,000 resiclents of \Yest Berlin; ancl

(2) 3,475 tons of coal and gasoline would be re-

quirccl ctaily to keep 'West Bcrlin heated and pow-

crecl;

'Whercas, on June I, 1948, the fleclgling Ilnited States Air
Force created the Military Air Transport Service, the
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prcdecessûr to 'lhe ¡lir À'lobili.ùy Cornmand, tô olganize

ancl contltrct ¿r,irlift. utissions;

\{rhcr.cns, ou Juue 26, 1948, O¡rcratiou \rittlcs begtrn x'}rerr 32

Doug'las C-4? Sk¡trains of the Unltccl State.s':Lir li'orccr

tìcpartet'l fþonr bascs in southu'est Gcr'ru:âny i:o Wl,rst Rrlr-

lil hatrling 80 t<ins of'cat,go;

Where*s thc first lìritisli aire,r'alt o¡:crating: trnclet' "Olrerntion

Plainfhlel' larurchcd on Juttc 28, 1948, f'r'onr b¿ses irr

northwest Gerrnarw;

\\ihercas Majol Genar¿rl \llilliam II, Tunner, & lretcran of the

successftil aerial srqi¡rþ line or,er the' Ilirn¿rla¡ras tlur:ing

World \Yar II,, ta0lc comrnalicl of Oper"rrtion \rittlcs orl

Jul;y å8; 19:t8;

\\{hercas l\,Iajor Geuet'¿r,1 'Iulner ¡:iouccletl milJl.}'ucrv and in-

nov¿rtive tacfics nntl ¡rroccclures fbr the a,irlifI, irrcìucling

creating ail corridors for iug'ress :n*nd egrc:ss, sl,etg-gcriirg

the ¿rltitncl.c.s ¿t rvirich aircrafi. fLc'r,v, r-rncÌ iinplenrenting

nrtu:tclatorf iustrrrrnerrt fligrìrt rulcs tliat allot'ccl aircraft io

lancl as frequentl¡, its cvery S lrinutcsr

\\4rcreas one pilot, lst I.¡ieuterlaut Gail rS' fla,lvorscn, rvho be-

ea,nlc lmc¡lnr as thc "üand¡, l}ùurbcr", initi¿rted "r0per.-

a,tio¡r Trittic Yjttles" lo ì"lring' þo¡le fo thc c-hilcÌrcn of lìer-
lin b'r clropping Jraudkcrchief p*i:acirutes eontaiiring chgc-

oklte antl. ehersilrg glun as n:s¡'n:}:ol of the g'ooc{rvill of thr-'

tlnitecl States;

\\{hercas O¡:elatiou L¡ittle Vittlcs ultimateþ tlroplretl morc

th¿rn 23 torts of.'canrþ in ruoi'e th¿rn 250,000 rnirriatnre

¡:alac:ltutes;

\\{her'eas, tluring the '{¿E¿rstct Pal-¿.*clc" ô11 [lastct' Stutclir1i

*-þril l?i 1.949, airiiftcrs rcachecl the pintrttelc of Oper-

ation \riftlcs h;' rteliveriry 12,940 tons of cargo, incluúing
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tlrc cquivaìeut ofl 600 i:ailrg¿td p¿¡ïs fìrll of eoal, aucl sct-

tiug ttre recÐral fol tounage of caligÕ clelii'erecl in a sing'le,

cla¡' duling il¡e IJclIin Äir:iift;

$Iher.c¿r,s t]re unprccedeutecl size ancl scopc of tlrc l3ei'iiu A-ir-

lif-b ¿rlso ntatle, )reaiy äuÌd u.nt'()r(1secn cl*manr'ls nn Tlllitnrl

¡:fltatcs r\r'niy persorinel iir Gerrri*r4', ineh-rcling the U'niteri.

St¿rttts -A:-rn¡. Aillift Sup¡lo rt Conr.m irntl;

\\Iliereas 39 Br:itish airuter: antl civilians, 21 lJuitedl St¿rtes

nirrnerr autl ciir.ili¿rns, ancl 14 Gerrir¿rn critizetis ruatle thc

rrltímato sacrifiee chui:rg' fhe Be"rliu Aiúif't,

\Vhereas aîr'liftels deliverccl 2,3?5,8û9 tons of fbocl antl sup'

1:lies clnring 277,569 tot¿rl ilig'hl,s into \Yost Ilcr'liu;

\\ihercas ttrc -{ovie-t Llnipn rv¿rs'f,'orcecl to iift the bloekaclc of'

\Vest Berlin pn i\{a-r¡. 12, 1949, in lig'ht 0f the suceess of

the ailiifl;

W1rer;cas tt¡e Bcrìin Air:lifï m.¿r:ked thc tirst usc tif ttilporver

to provicle. holre ancl hrrnra,nit¿rrian assistancs. aucl to rrin

ir stratcgic victor'¡' against cltenry irggressiolt alld intinri.-

clation;

\ï-hercas the enotmous efforl, ¡rncl cotrperation of thc Bt:rlirt

Äirlift ìrcìpeel rvelrcor]ìc y€iì.l's of animasib' licln'ct'.n tlte

IJnitccl St¿rtes ,ancl (Termiìrr¡r ¿rt,1 laicl the founclation f'or

a tlecp ¿tncl lasting frienclt1rill bct¡ver¡n thc ¡:cro¡rle of the

trvo ccluntries; a,lul

\\lhereas tcd+y Grrrrnarr¡¡ is one' of the Uniteel 'staltcs? closcst

¿urcT strongcst allies iu Europe, hasccl on onr close ¡rrtcl

r.'ital rel¿rtionship as fi'iencls, trtr.cling liartttet's, ancl ¡rllies

shari¡g eommon valucs arrcl. instit¡.rtions to p::ourote stqr-

bilitS'-poli-tícally, ceonomica.Jiy, ancl in seeurrity nratters¡

No$', tlr.ereïore, be it


