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Commemorating the 70th ammiversary of the Berlin Airlift and honoving
the veterans of Operation Vittles.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

SEPTEMBER 18, 2018
Mr. Riscir (for himself, Mrs. SHALEEN, and Mr. JOINSON) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreien Rela-
tions

)y

Reported by Mr. CORKER, with an amendment to the preamble

(legislative day,

[Strike the preamble and insert the part printed in italic|

RESOLUTION

Commemorating the 70th anniversary of the Berlin Airlift
and honoring the veterans of Operation Vittles.
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Whereas, in: late June 1948, West Berlin was isolated within
the Soviel occupation zone, and thevé dveve only 35 duys’
worth of food and 45 days’ worth of coal remaining for tie

cilyy;

Whereas widlitary planners i the Uniled Staltes and the
Uhidted Kingdom mitially determined thal—
(1) 1,534 lons of flowr, wheat, fish, milk, and other
Jood ilewns would be requived daily to feed the more than
2,000,000 residents of West Berling and
(2) 3,475 tons of coal und gasoline would be vetqurived
daily to keep West Berlin heated and powered;

Whereas, on June 1, 1948, the fledyling Uniled Slales Air
Force eveated the Milifury Air Transport Service, the
predecessor lo the Ay Mobility Commiand, to orguenize .
conduct aarlifl missions;

Whereas, on June 26, 1948, Operation Vittles began when 32
Douglas C—47 Skylrwins of the United States Air Force de-
parted from buses tn soutlves] Germany to West Berlin
hauling 80 fons of cargo;

Whereas the first British aiveraft operating under “Operation
Plainfare™ lawunched on June 28, 1948, from bases #in
northwest Gevimany;

Whereas Major General Williom H. Tunner, a veleran of the
successful. aerial supply line over” the Himaluyas during
World W I1, took command of Operation Vitiles on July
98, 1048;

Whereas Major General Twnneér piondered many new and n-
novative taclics and procedures for the airlifl, including

ereating air corrdors for ingress and egress, staggering the
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altitudes al which aiveraft flew, and implementing man-
datory instrument flight vules that wllowed aiveraft to land

as frequently as every 3 minudes;

Whereas one pilot, 1st Licutenait Gail 8. Halvorsen, who be-
came krown as the “Ciandy Bomber” inilioted “Operation
Little Vittles” to bring Tope lo the children of Bevlin by
dropping  handkerchief parachules containing  chocolate
and chewing gum as a-symbol of the goodieill of the United
Stales;

Whereas Operution Little Vittles wltimalely dropped miore then
23 tons of candy in more than. 250,000 maniature para-

chattes;

Whereas, during the “Easter Parade” on BEasler Sundwy, April
17, 1949, airliflers reached the pinnacle of Operation
Vittles by delivering 12,940 tons of eargo, including the
equivalent -of 600 railioad cavs full of coal, and selting the
vecord for tonnage of cargo delivered in « single day dur-
wng the Berlin Airlifl;

Whereas the wnprecedented size and scope of the Berlin Ailift
also made heavy and wnforeseen demands on Uniled Stales
Army persounel in Germany, inchiding the United Slates
Army dirtift Support Command;

Whereas 39 British airmen and civilians, 21 United Sitates
wirmen and civilions, and 14 German cilizens made e
ulliinate saerifice durving the Berlin Awlaft,

Whereas airliflers. delivered 2,325,809 fons of food and supplies
during 277,569 tolal flighls into West Berlin,

Whereas the Soviet Union was forced to lift the blockade of
West Berlin on May 12, 1949, in Light of the success of the
avlifl;
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Whereas the Berlin Aivlift marked the first use of airpower to
provide hope and Temanitaricn assistance and to win «
strategic victory aguinst enemy aggression and. tntinvide-
buon;

Whereas the enormous efforl wnd cooperation. of the Berlin Air-
Lift helped overcome yeurs of andmosity between the United
States and Germany and luid the fowidation for o deep
und lasting friendship between the people of the hwo. coun-
tries; and

Whereas today Germany 18 one of the United Slates’ closest
ane strongest allies @ Ewrope, based on our close and
vital relalionship as friends, trading paviners, wnd allies
sharing common values and dnstitutions to promote sta-
hility—polilically, economically, and in security matlers:
Now, thereforve, be it

—

Resolved, That the Senate—

e

(1} recognizes the: 70th anniversary of the Ber-
lin Alrlift, the Targest and longest running Luwmanis
tarian airlift operation jn historv;

(2} honors the s'ct;"\_r'i_é_e:- and saerifice of the men
and women who pavticipated in and supported the
Berlin: Airlift;

(3) applauds the men and women of the Air

Mobility Command of the United States Afr Foree,

— .

who, in keeping with the best traditions of the Ber-

j—
o

lin Airlift, still work diligently to provide hope, save

—
2

lives, and deliver freedont arownd the world in sup-
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port of the foreign poliey objectives. of the United

States; and

{(£) commends the close friendship forged De-
tween the people of the United States and Germany

throngly the Berlin Aivlift, which lelps sustain the

transatlantic alliance to this day.



