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Supporting the agreement between Prime Minister Tsipras of Greece and
Prime Minister Zaev of Macedonia to resolve longstanding bilateral disputes.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Avcusr 1, 2018
Mr. Murrny (for himself, Mr. Jonnson, Mr. Rusio, Mr. Coons, My, Mak-
KEY, Mr. Barrasso, Mrs. SuanseN, and My, Riscin) submitted the fol-

lowing resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions

(legislative day, )

Reported by Mr. CoRKER, with an amendment. and an amendment to the
] ;
preamble

[Strike out all after the resolving elause and insert the part printed in italie]

[Strike the preamble and insert the part printed in italie|

RESOLUTION

Supporting the agreement between Prime Minister Tsipras
of Greece and Prime Minister Zaev of Macedonia to
resolve longstanding bilateral disputes.
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W%w%wﬂﬁ%ﬂ, be it

Whereas, on June 17, 2018, Prime Minister of Gieece Alexis
Tsipras and Prime Minister of Mucedonia Zoran Zuev
signed an agreement o officially change the constitutional
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name of the “Republic of Macedowia” to the “Republic of

North Maeed, onde » ",-'

Whereus, on June 12, 2018, the United Stales Department of
State congratulated Prime Ministers Tsipras and Zacev
and welcomed their historic agreemeitl lo vesolve the 27-

year long wwine dispule;

Wheveas, on June 12, 2018, the European. Union’s High Rep-
resentalive for Forveign Affwivs and  Securily Policy,
Federica Mogherind, and the Furopean Undon’s. Commis-
stoner Jor Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotia-
tions, Johannes Huaha, issued « joinl statement whole-
heartedly congratulaling Prime Minislers Tsipras and
Zuaev, their teams, and the people of the e countries, re-
affirming that the European Union perspective of the
Western Balkans remains the most stabilizing force for the

FEHLOI;

Wheveas, on June 13, 2018 NATO Secrefary General Jens
Stoltenbery stated, “This historic agreement 18 teslument to
many years of patient diplomacy, and o the willingness
of these tivo leaders to solve a dispute which has affected

the region for too long.”;

Whereas the agreement paves the way for Macedonii to begin
accession lalks to jorn NATO and the Buropean Unidon;

Whereas, on July 5, 2018, Magedonia’s parlicment vatified the
agrecment Lo rename the counlry as the “Republic of North

2

Macedonia,” and wnder the lerms of the agreement (he
Guverniment of Macedonia may hold o public referendum
and shall pass « constitutional wnendment to rename the
couatlry, and the parliament of Grecce must vole on ralifi-

calion of the agreement;
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Whereas Russia consistentlyy seeks o undermine agreemendts

that enhance Ewropean cohesion, broaden the NATO alli-
ance,-or.stvengthen Lransatluntic pavinerships;

Whereas the Governments of Doth Gveeee and M acedoriia. have
aceused the Russian Federation of meddling in their do-
wmestic affiivs to undermine the nanie agreement, including
by promoting public profests and deepening ties with no-
twonalist oiganizations;

Whereas, on July 11, 2018, the Government of Greece an-
nownced the expulsion of tiwo Russian diplomats and
barved the entry of two wdditional Russion diplomats due
to their involvement in funding public prolests to awnder-
mine the name deal:

Whereas Greece s a longstunding NATO member and valued
Usvited States ally, contribntting over 2 percent of s gross
domestic prodiict (GDP) to defense and hosting Unwiled
States Nuval Support detivity al Souda Bay,;

Whereas Macedonia joined NATO's Partnership for Peace in
1995, commenced NATO's Membership Action Plan in
1999, and is one of the largest per-capita tioop condribu-
tors to the NATO-led wnission in Afghanisten;

Whereas, on _J-_z_f._'ly 11, 2018, NATO allies formally inviled Mac-
edoni to begin wccession talks to join the ulliance under
the numie “Republic-of North Macedowia”; and

Wheveas, on July 19, 2018 Macedonia’s parligment unani-
mously adopled a. declaration supporting the cowalry’s bid
to join NATO: Now, thereforve, bé it

1 Resolied, Bt the Senate—
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(1) welcomes the agreement between Greece and
Macedonia to resolve the mame dispute and fo
strengthen bilateral rvelalions for the benefil of both
cotnitries;

(2) congralulates Prime Ministers Alears Tsipras
and Zovan Zdev, Foreign Ministers Nikos Kotzius
wnd 1"\-;-'1211{3_()3:(.’& D3‘£':',"J'L"L:_'(f':i"_()_-i;', Their tecons, and the p(gopl'@ Of
both countries for this hastoric achievement

(3) affirms. that stability in southeastein Europe
is an important United States national secwrity in-
tevest;

(1) condemns efforts by the Goverriment of the
Russtan Federation 4o underimine the agreement and

supports United States assistunce to wuthorities in

Athens and Skopje to counter malign Russion tiflu-

ence;
(5) wrges Macedonia to continue implementing
wmportant veforns as il seeks to join NATO and the

European Union, including those vélated to protecting

Jreedom of expression, stvenglhening the rule of low,

and fighting corruplion; und

(6) encourages the United States Department of
Commerce, Department of Stale, and other relevant
agencies lo support Uniled States companies indar-

ested tn investing in soulheastern Ewrope.



