DAVISEIT

II1

Calendar No.

115111 CONGRESS
59 S, RES, 571

Condemning the ongoing illegal occupation of Crimea by the Russian
Federation.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Juny 10, 2018
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. Porryax, Mr. Dursix, Mr. TooMmry, Mr.
Cooxns, Mr. Rusio, Mr. Markgy, Mr. Isakson, Mr. Carpin, Mr
BrowN, Mr. Casgy, and Mr. Booker) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

(legislative day, Js

Reported by Mr. CORKER, with an amendment and an amendment to the
preamble

[Strike out all after the resolving elanse and insert the part printed in italic]

[Strike the preamble and insert the part printed in italie]

RESOLUTION

Condemning the ongoing illegal oceupation of Crimea by
the Russian Federation.
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Whereas, an February 2014, wnidentified Russien armed forces

enlered Ukvainian territory and ook conlrol of key wmili-

tary and government infrastructiure in the Criniean penin-
sila of Ukraine

Whereas, in March 2014, the parlicanent of the Russian Fed-
eration gave rubber-stamy: approval to President Viadimir
Putin’s request to use military force aguinst Ulwainian
tervitory ostensibly becavse of the “threat of wiolence from

ultranationalists”;

Whereas, on March 27, 2014, the Uniled Nations General As-
sembly adopled Resolution 68/262 calling on states and
international organizalions not to vecognize any change in
Crimea’s status and affirmed the commitment of the

United Nations lo recognize Crimen as part of Ukraineg

Whereas the Russiun Federation’s wllegal invasion and annex-
ation of Crimeq has Deen widely seen ds an effort to stifle
pro-democracy developmenis across Ukvaine in 2014 in (he

wake of the Buromaidan protests;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a signatory to the 1994 Bu-
dapest Memorandum and thus commnitled to rvespect the
independence, sovereignty, and borders of Ukraine and to
refrain from threals, coercive economic actions, or the use
of force aguinst Ukraing’s territorinl integrity and polit-
ical independence;

T

Whereas the Russian Fedevalion commitied in the 1975 Final
det of the Conference for Security and Cooperation in Eu-
rope (Helsinki Final A¢t) to respect the sovercign equality

and territorial integrity of other parlticipating Stules;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s obligations under the Char-

ter of the United Nations prohibil the thieat or use of foree
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agavnst the territoriel inlegrity wid political independence
of other stales;

Whereas the Russian Federation’s ongoing occupation of Cri-
mea in Ukratie has been widely condemned by the vilei-

national commarnity as an llegal acl;

Whereas the United States and Buropean Union have imposed
sieictions or wndvviduals and entities who have enabled the

egal wvasion, annexation, wnd occupation of Crimeq;

Whereas the Department of Slate has stated in ils .(ﬁ'b;t:-n,é;;-_:q Re-
ports on Huinan Rights Practices that security services
and local authorities in Crinie tustalled by the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation have “worked to consoli-
date condrol over Crimea and- continued to restriet human
rights by hmposing repressive federal luws of the Russian
Federation on the Ukrainian tervitory of Crimea” and
that “the most significant haman rights problems in Cri-
me. fiveref related divectly to the Risssiun occupation’;

Whereas the Department of State has deseribed “an ertensive
campaign: of inbimidation fo suppress dissent and: opposi-
tion lo the occupation™ lhat has been curvied oul by Rus-
stan security services inside Crimea, including the use of
torture and physical abuse, kidnapping, disappearances,
and deportations, and reporting from independent human
vights groups. inside and outside Crimea has documented
such alleged havman rights viclations by Russian security

serviees and. paramilitery groups;

Whereas the edinpaign. of intinvidation in Crinea has resulted
i the prosecution and imprisonment of tidividuals who
oppose or criticize: the occupation or support Ukrainian
sovercignty as well as the transfer of some individuals
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Jrome Crimea to. Russion, Federation tevritory for prosecu-

tion and dmprisonwmendt;

Whereas tlie Department of State has noted that illegal occu-
pying authorities in Crimed huve also restricted the fundag-
mental human rights of particulas groups, including eth-
nic Ukrainians and Crimean Tatavs, “purticularly re-
garding expressions of nationality and ethnicity, wid

’

[have] subjected them to systematic disciimination,” end
Joman -f'igﬁ.rfs- groups have veported that such disciimina-
tion has been cayried out in myriad ways, including
through the owtlawing in 2016 of the elécted representative
body (miejilis) of the Crimeani Ttar people, the élosing of
Yiwean Tatar and  Ukraindan-langudge  schools, and
Joreed conseription;

Whereas the Departinent of State and other inlernational
haeman: rights groups huve noted furlher condinwing human
rights concerns -in Crimea, including the suppression of
independent media and ctvil sociely through havassment
and harsh administrative measures, politicized und wnfuir

Judietal processes, and poor prison condibions;

Whereus the Govermment of the Rission Federation has worked
to extend Rissian citizenship fo individuals inside Crimea
and deprived access to public seridices of those who refuse
such cilizenship;

Whereas civil society growps have ulleged that the Government
of the Russian FPederation has encourdaged -R‘l-t-é‘.S"i_(M'b citizens
to relocale lo the Crimean peninsula und has supported
the physical destruction of historiéal sites in Crimea, 0$-
tensibly to influence the demographics dovd political chir-
acler of the region in favor of the Governmend dof the Rus-

sian Federation; and
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Whereas the Governinent of the Russion Federalion has sup-
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ported the development of infrastructure and institutional
tigs between Crimea and the Russion Federation, tnclud-
ing the opening of a road and radil bridge over the Kerch
Straat on May 15, 2018: Now, thevefore, be il

Desalved, Fhst the Senate—

Jeet attempts to ehange the statas; €
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wphie or politieat nature of the perinisita
o enposition to the actions of the Russien Redera-

4 i £o-

Riglts Aeconntability Act {sabtitte  of title XTI of
Publie Baw 14-328; 22 B-5:6: 2656 note); to ad-
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to declare i the foreian polies of the United States

That the. Senaté—

(1) veiterales that Crimea. is part of the sov-
ereign territory of Ukraine;

(2) stresses that United States policy shiould re-
main that Crimea s part of Ukraine and should De
to reject altempls o change the status, demographics,
o1 political nature of Crimen;

(3) reaffirms its wmeavering support for demoe-
raey, human rights, and the rule of lane for all ndi-

viduals . Crimes, ineluding won-Russian  etfinic

groups and religious minorities:
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(4) condemns all  haman vighls  wiolations
against individials in Crimiea, und underscores the
culpalnlity of the Russian Federation for such wiola-
tioms while this tevritory is under dlegal Russian oc-
cupation;

(5) calls on the Government of the Russian Fed-
gration o tmmediately respect the political and
hanaoi righls of individuals . Criviea, including
those delained wn Crimea or who have Dbeen {runs-
ferred from Crisnea to the leviilory of Russia, and to
cease efforts lo yestrict dissent or change the demo-
graphic or politicel nature of the peniisiliy;

(6) wrges the United States Government, in co-
ordination with Hie Ewropean Union, Novith Atlantic
T ety  Orgamization, and members of {he inter-
national communily, to priovitize efforts to prevent
the further consolidation of legal occupying powers
in Crimea, reaffivin imified opposition to the aclions
of the Russian Federation in Crimea, and secure the
Faeman rights of induwiduals there;

(7} welcomes the sanctions that have been tm-
posed and wainfained to date by the Uniled States
and Buropean Union against individials engaged in
Jurthering the dllegal oceupation of Cromea by the

Russian Federation;
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(8) calls on the United Stales Governanent to
continite to use relevant -sanctions authorities, inclid-
ing those codified in the Cowitering dinevica’s Adver-
Scries Through Sunctions det of 2017 (Public Law
115-144) and the Global Magnilsky Hwman Rights
Aecountability Act (subtitle F of title XII of Public
Laae 114-328; 22 US.C. 2656 nole), to address and
deter those engaged in furthering the llegal occupd-
twon of Chvimea and hwman vights abuses and corrup-
tion comnitied in Crimea or against individuals
ﬁ'f()ﬂ_’_.l 'Cf-}"-i‘fﬂi@bﬂ;

(9) weleomes further efforts by the United States
Government to encourage the Buropean Uniow to im-
pose. additional Crimea-related sdanctions; and

(10) calls upon the Uniled States Government o
declare it the foreign policy of the United Stutes to
never recognize the illegal aunneration of Crimea by
the Russian Federation, similay to the 1940 Welles
Declaration in which the United States vefused lo vec-

ogiize the Soviet annexdtion of the Baltic Stultes.



