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Expressing the sense of the Senate that the Government of the People’s
Republie of China should immediately guarantee the safety and freedom
of tenmis star Peng Shuai.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES
FEBRUARY 3, 2022
Mr. ScorT of Florida (for himself, Mr. WarRNER, Mrs, Carrro, Mr. Brown,
Mr. HorveN, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. Cruz, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. Bravx, Mr,
Vax IonLLen, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. Casgy, Mr. Corron, Mr.

WARNOCK, Mr. JOnnson, and Mrs. SHAHEEN) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreien Relations

) - ~(legislative day, o ),

Reported by Mr., MENENDEZ, with an amendment and an amendment to the
preamble

[Strike ont all after the resolving elanse and insert the part printed in italic|

[Strike the preamble and insert the part printed in italic]

RESOLUTION

Ixpressing the sense of the Senate that the Government
of the People’s Republic of China should immediately
onarantee the safety and freedom of tennis star Peng

Shuai.
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State Couneil of the Peoplels Republie of China from
Whereas awthorities of the People’s Republie of China im-
posed o media and intesnet blackowt of disenssions of
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Wherens Chairnan and Chicf Excentive Officer of the Wom-
pete there when Peng Shuat is neot allowed to eommm-
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Whereas athletes fromr the aronnd the world will be eom

Whereas, on November 2, 2021, 3-time Olymipian Peng Shuci
went missing after she said in o since-deleted post on Chi-
nese social media site Weibo that she had been sexually as-
sawlted and forced into a sexual rvelationship with Zhang
Gaoli, who was the sendor Vice Premier of the State Coun-
eil of the People’s Republic of China from 2013 to 2018;
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Whereas authovities of the People’s Republic of China imposed
a media and internet blackout of discussions of Peng’s
Girse;

Whereus, on Noveinber 14, 2021, after Peng had not been sden
or heard from for 12 duys, Chairman and Chief Execubive
Officei: of the Women’s Tewnis Association Steve Simon re-
quested a “Rdl, fuir, and transparent”’ inveshigation into

Peng’s allegations;

Whereas the hashtag “#WhereIsPengShuai”™ trended qcross so-
cial wedia worldwide, with the exception of the People’s
Republic of China where it was censored;

Whereas, on Novembeir 17, 2021, the Women's Tenwis :Associa-
tion recewved o stateinent purpoiting to be from Peng, ve-
canting her abiise claim and saying “everything is fine’;

Whereas, n response, Chairman and Chief Executive "()jﬁ(‘*@i' of
the Women’s Tennis Association Steve Sivion said the
statement “released today by Chinese state media con-
cerning Peng Shuai only iaises iny concerns as to her safe-

ty and whereabouts”;

Whereas the International Olympic Comanitlee said n a state-
fent that tf was “encouraged by asswrances that she is
safe”;

Whereas, on November 19 and 20, 2021, photos and videos of
Peng appeasing in her home, in « restaurant, eond af «
youth tenwis event in Beijing emerged on Twitter accounts

affiliated with government-run media;

Whereas, on November 19, 2021, Wikte House Press Secretary
Jen Psaki said the White House is “deeply concerned” over
Peng’s  disappearance and seeks “independent -and
verifiable proof” of her location and condition;
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Whereas, on November 19, 2021, Ltz Throssell, the spokesperson
Jor the United Nations High Conuiissioner for Hipian

e
.

Rights, told reporters . it woudd be tinportant to have
proof’ of her whereabouts and wellbeing, «nd we would wige
that there be an tnvestigation with full transparvency into

her allegations of sexual assault”;

Wherveas, on November 21, 2021, the International Olympic
Comnittee said in @ slatement that its President, Thomas
Bach, had a 30-minute video cull with Peng, joined by «
Thinese sports official and an official of the Tnlernational
Olympic Committee;

Whereas the statement said that, during the call, Peng ap-
peared. to be “doing fine and appeaved “relazed”, and
said she “wouldl like to hoie her privacy vespeécted”;

Whereas the International Olympic Committee did not explwin
how the video call with Peng had been organized, given the
-d*z;)ﬁcz.cl-ties other concerned parties have had reaching her;

Whereas, on November 30, 2021, in an interview with CNN,
International Olympic Commvitiee official Dick Pound de-
fended the handling of the situation by the Government of
the People’s Republic of Clhina and said the “unanimous
conclusion” Ty Diternational Olympic Commitiee officials
on the call is that Peng Shuai is “fine’;

Whereas the annual veport of the Congressional-Executive
Commission on China for 2020 finds that gender-based vi-
olence in Clina vemains « serious issue, and Iighly pub-
licized cases of sexual assault continue to suiface;

Whereas, an December 1, 2021, the Women's Tennis Associa-
tion suspended all Woaineiw’s Tenitis Associalion towr-
naments in Chind and Hong Kong;
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Whereas Chairman and Chief Execittive Officer of the Women’s

Tennis Association Steve Simon stated, “In good con-
science, 1 dq-nf:"t see how I can ask our gihletes to compete
there when Peng Shuai is not allowed to communicale
fieely and has seemingly been pressuved to contradict her
allegation of sexual assault. Given the cuwrrent state of gf-
Jairs, I o also greatly concerned about the visks that all
of owr players and staff could fuee if we weve to hold events

e China in 2022.7 and

Whereas the Governiment of the People’s Republic of China has

o
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repeatedly detwined “#MeToo™ activists in Clina and
cenisored online .and public discussion around sexual ¢s-
sault and harassment: Now, thevefore, be it

Resolved, That # 15 the sense of the Sennte that—

of speech and safety of athletes §

claims of the Clovermment of the Peoplels Republie

Olympie Committee o stand up for the humen
sights of athletes partieipating i the 2022 Olypmpie
8} the Govermment of the Peophels Republie of
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tigating her allesations i & foir and teansparent
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) the Government of the Peoplels Republie of

B allew Peng to engnge diveety wwith the

juvestioation fnbe Pengls allcentions against

rr

{5} eease ol eensership of reperting and
& aflow Peng to leave Chifa if she so de-
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£5) by faiking to dearly and forecfully challenge

riohts™ as owtined in the Code of Bthies of the
{6y the eoiiduet of the Internationnl Obampie
bodies and mdividuals to secure Peng's safety; and
7y Bt o effort to veguin lost publie confidence;

That it 4s the sense of the Senqie that—

(1) the case of Peng Shuat is directly related to
broader international concerns around the freedomn of
speech and safety in China;

(2). the failwre of the Inlernational Olympic

Commitiee to clearly and forcefully challenge the

elaims of the Government of the Peaple’s Republic of

China coitcerning Peng’s safety vaises questions about
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the ability and willingness of the International Olym-
pic Committee to stand up for the hwoman rights of
athletes.  participating  n the Olympic  and
Paralympic games n Beijing, as well as in future

Games;

(3) the Government of the People’s Republic of

China should tmmediately take steps to—

() allow Peng to provide independent and
verifiable proof of her own whereabouts and sdfe-
ty without vetribution;

(B) allow Peng to engage dirvectly with the
Women’s Tennis ssociation and the Uniled Na-

tions to independently verify her safety and er-

plain her absences from public life stice making

her allegation;,

(C) open an independent. and fransparent

investigation into Peng's allegations aguainst

former senior Vice Prewmier Zhang Gaoli;

(D) publicly commit fo hold sexual violence

abusers accountable;

(E) cease. all censorship of rveporting and
discussions of Peng’s case; and

(F) allow Peng to leave Ching if she so de-
sires and prevent any retalialion against fumily

members remainiiyg there;
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(4) the International Olympic Committee, by
Jailing to clearly and forcefully challenge the Chinese
Comanaenist Party's narvative, has failed to uphiold its
own stated conamitments awith vegavd to ““[rfespect for
international  conventions on protecting haman
vights”, as outlined in the Code of Ethics of the Inter-
national .03.:_1}?11?)‘&?(‘ _(f:'o-m.-m:ittee,' and runs counter to eof-
forts by the United States Government, human rights
orgawizations, the Women’s Tennis :Association, ond
other international bodies and individuals to secure
Peny’s safety;

(5) to rvegain lost public confidence, the Inter-
national Olympic Committee should publicly call on
the Governinent of the People’s Republic of China to
wndertake the aclions called for th paragraph (3
and

(6) to demonstrate commitinent to Olypnpie ath-
letes and their hamian vights, the Interndational Olym-
pic Committee should deny the ability of the People’s
Republi¢ of Clina to serve as an (-')ly-?-n;pfic Games host
nation or-to bid to become o future Olympic Gaes
host nation intil the Governnient of the People’s Re-
public of China ceases its howific abuses of inter-
-r'm‘?.io_na.ll‘y vecognized human rights, including the

genocide against the Uyghurs and other Muslim nvi-
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1 novities; and undertakes the detions colled for in

2 paragraph (3).




