
DA\"1.'ìU+2 s.1,.(.:.

Srbslitu le hwtondmenl

Yvt'alnblo

.\ilI,}\DI,ItrNT N'o Clalenclar No

Pru'¡rose: To ¿lurencl the prearnble

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES-115th Cong., 2d Sess.

S. Res.501

Recognizing threa,ts to fi'eeclom of the press trnt.l ex¡rlession
a,r'ouncl tlie uorlcl alrd rea,flfirlrring f'reedonr of tlie press
a,s a pi'ioritr. in eflbi'ts of tirc lioverilrnt+nt ofi the tinitecl
States to prrlnote rlenrocrac,.r, a,ntl gooci gor.enì¿l,lree.

Ref'errecl to the Colrilnittee ou alrcl

ord.erer"l to be printecl

C)rclere¡cl to lie ou the t¿rble and to lre printecl

Ä-ltssDMn¡¡t intenclecl to be ¡rroposecl b.r'l{¡'. [.lcxn¡n

\:iz:

1 Strilie tlie prearirble alrcl insert the ibllor,vilg:

\liliei'e¿s fi'eeclcirn of the press is rl r:onierslone ol Anericalr
clelrtici'¿tc.f itrld is ens[t'itrec] irr t[e fìi'st ¿tltletrclltreltt, ttl

the Llonstitution;

\\liei'e¿rs -{r'ticle 19 of the firiitecl Natiols Llliversal Decl¿r'a-

tion clf llultt¿ut Rights, acloptecl in Paris, Fi'¿urce, on De-

cernl¡er' 10, 1.c)48, states tha,t "fe]r.er1.one ha,s tlie riglit to
f'r'eeclorn clf opirúrur ar<-l expressitiu; this right inchrcles

fi'eeclorn to holcl opiuions lr,itholrt, ilrte¡r'f'ererrce ¿urcl t<l

seek, r'eceir.e auci irttpart infbnna,tion ¿rtrcl icleas tirrorrgù

arr.r' nreclia, anct reg¿,rclless of f'r'ontiers";

\\here¿rs, in 1!j9iJ, the Llrritecl Na,tions General ¡*r.n,þ|.1: trtro-

cl¡irned lIa,r' iÌ of e¡ch \€¿ìl' ¿ìs "\Vorlc[ Press Freeclolrr

þ¿¡1." 11¡-
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(l ) celelr'¿rt,e tlie firridalitental prirrci¡lles of free-

r.lorn of the pi'ess;

(2) er.ahrale f'r'eeelrnr of the press ¡rorrttd tlte

li'orltÌ:

(lJ) tlef'erir.l ugrrinst a,tt¿cks on the intlepenclerrce

ofl the nrecli¿l: ¿rncl

(4) pa.1, tril:r.¡t,e to,jor.rrnalists tt'ho h¿r,e lost

tlieir lives ilr lhe e-re¡r'cise of tireir prof'ession;

\\'.'llex'eas. on Decerriber' 18, 201;J, tlie Unitecl Na,tiorrs Gl-euer'¿ll

-¡\"ssenrbl.r' a clopted flrited N¿.tions Gelera,l Assetnbl.r- Res-

ohrtiol 16;] (201:l) on tire safÞtr. of jounralists ancl the¡

issrre of itrtlrutrit,r', u{riclt urtelc¡rivoc¿t,ll.r. conclenuts, in botlt

conflict ¿nrcl lou-conflict sitrrations, ¿rll ¿r.ttaclis on and r.i-

olelce aga,inst jorrrlralists ¿uicl urer"lia. ]r,ork€rt's, inchrcling

tc¡rture. exti'ajur-licial liillirrg, enftlrcexl disappe¿ll'¿lllce, â,r'-

Lriti'an. rletelrtiolr, ancl ilrtilniciatiori ¿rnc[ lt¡,rasslnent;

\\.herea,s t}ie tlierrre fbr \\-urlcl Press I'r'eeclour Ða.r' 2018 is

"Keer¡;ing Polr.er in Checli: nlec.lia, Jrrstice ¿lrd The Iìule

of L¿r$,";

Where¿rs the Da¡riel Pearl F reeclorn <lf the Press Äct of 2009

(22 tf.S.C'.2Il¡1 note; Public La,n, 111-166), n.hich u-as

pussecl b.r, lurattinrorrrl collsent in tlie Senate ancl signetl

into lau. b.v Presicleut Lì¿lt'¿rclç Ol:anr¿ in 2010, expattclecl

tlie ¿ulur¿rl f.lorurtrv Reports on LLun¿,n Rights Practices

of the Departrnent of Sta,te to inchule an ex¿ruriria,tion of

fireeck;ur of the press;

\Vhereas tlie 2017 Norltl Press tr'i'eedour Intlex, prrblishecl ll.r.

Repoi'ters \Vitlul.rt, Iìorclers, tr aruecl th¿tl "rnecli¿l fi'eetlont

has i'eti'e¿ltecl rçherer.ei' tlie ¿rutltorit¿riart stnurgrnttn

nroclel lias ti'.iu.ttrphecl" ;
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\\rhere¿rs Freetllnr Horrse lloted iri the report "Freet-klnr of
the Pless 2017" lh¿rt-

(l) glollal l)ress freetlorn has c.leclirlecl to its lou-

est point in liJ .r'ears; untl

(2) txil.r. 1iì percent of tlie global populut,ion eu-

jo.r's a f'r'ee press. nreeurilg a rneclia enviromnent Lr

lvlrit:h ('(j(x,'eräge of political neu.s is robr.¡st. tiie saf'e-

$. of jor.rrnu,lists is gtat'a,lteecl, state itrttrrsion in

nrecli¿r a,fTir,irs is núlirir¿rl, ¿urcl the press is n<lt srrb-

ject to ou.erolls legal or econorrúc ¡)ressures";

\\hereas, uccorcling to tlie fiotinrittee to Pi'otect Jounral-

ists-
(1) itt 2Al7-

{A) the 2 de¿rclliest corutti'ies fbr jorri'nllists

r,in rlssignrnerrt ll'ere Irirq a,lcl S¡.riat

(B) 46 jor.rrua,lists ri'ere kiìletl in c¿rses in

rihich the uurtive fi¡r t,he killing r'r'u.s eonfimretl

to be relatetl tcl reportirrg' b.v tliose jor.rrnalists;

((l) 20 jor.nralists u'ere killeci ill eases iri

u1úcli the motir.e fbr tlie killing \\r¿ì,s

unconfimrecl;

(D) there u.ele 21 c¿lses in rvhicli jorrnra,l-

ists rl'ei'e jailecl fiir "fitlse lÌews". l.liich rep-

resenlecl lllore than clouble the lurrrber of cases

in u.hich jorrnralists \\,ere jaiieci fbr "f'¿llse lrews"

ir 2016: ancl

{E) t}re percenta,ge of fenrale jounralists

lvìro u-ere killecl ir ¿ì. .r.ea.r' \\:A,s tiie highest otr

recotrl;

(2) the rrtost claugerorrs srrþject f'rrr a, jorrnia,list

to re1;ort is politics, fblloled oril.rr then b.\'\,\'rìt'; ¿ì,ncl

(3) ¿ì,s of l)ecenrberr 1. 2017, 262 jtrunr¿rlists

r.l.orlilri.idr) \\rere im¡trisonecl fbr tlieii' u-ork, markitrg
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the seconcl conseeutirre .r'e¿lr th¿rt the nlrfirber of jurr-
n¿rlists irn¡rrisonecl fbr their work Iút a historic lúgh;

Wherea,s f'r'eeclom of the press is a, ke.r, conrponent of clemo-

cratic go\¡erìr¿lnce, actirrism in cirtil societ¡', ancl socio-

economie clerrekrpnrent; ancl

\Yhereas fì'eeclour of the press erúra,nces public aceounta,bilit¡',

tra,nspa,t'enc'.v. aurcl ¡lu,r'ticipation in cir.il societ¡. a¡c1 clemo-

cla,tic govern¿lncie: l{ou,, t}rerefore, be it


