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NOMINATIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2017 (p.m.)

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,
Washington, DC.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:20 p.m. in Room
SD—-419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ron Johnson, pre-
siding.

Present: Senators Johnson [presidingl, Risch, Flake, Gardner,
Murphy, Shaheen, Kaine, and Markey.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON,
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN

Senator JOHNSON. This hearing will come to order.

I want to welcome our nominees. And before moving to opening
statements, I would like to welcome our two esteemed colleagues,
Senator Stabenow, and I will include Senator Graham in the es-
teemed column as well.

Senator Stabenow will introduce our nominee to be Ambassador
to The Netherlands, Peter Hoekstra, and Senator, if you would like
to give your opening introduction.

STATEMENT OF HON. DEBBIE STABENOW,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MICHIGAN

Senator STABENOW. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
And it is really a great honor and pleasure to be here today to in-
troduce a former colleague. We have worked together on many
issues. We have also been on the other side of the table versus each
other, and yet, through all of that, I know that Congressman Pete
Hoekstra proudly represented Michigan’s second congressional dis-
trict for 18 years.

And I think it is fair to say that there are few people more suited
to serve as the U.S. Ambassador to The Netherlands than Pete
Hoekstra. You could even say it is a job he was born to do. Pete
was born in The Netherlands. When he was 3, his family moved
to—and you guessed it—Holland, Michigan where he still lives
with his wife Diane.

And like all good Dutchmen, Pete loves biking. While cam-
paigning for Governor of Michigan, he rode 1,000 miles around our
very beautiful State.

His Dutch background is not the only qualification Pete would
bring to the job of Ambassador. Before he was elected to Congress,
Pete earned an MBA from the University of Michigan and rose
through the ranks at Michigan’s own Herman Miller, eventually

(715)
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serving as Vice President of Marketing. And while in Congress,
Pete was chairman of the House Permanent Select Committee on
Intelligence, which gave him foreign policy experience that will
serve him well as Ambassador.

And as former Michigan Senator Arthur Vandenberg famously
said—and his picture we are proud to have in the reception room
in the United States Senate—he said politics stops at the water’s
edge. And they also stop at the shores of our Great Lakes.

It is true that Pete Hoekstra and I do not always agree, but we
feel the same way about our wonderful State of Michigan, about
invasive species that we have tackled together, and about cur coun-
try. Pete cares deeply about Michigan. He cares deeply about The
Netherlands, and he cares deeply about America.

I have no doubt he will use his experience and connections to
strengthen the already strong ties between our two great countries.
And it will be good for our State to have him serving in this promi-
nent international role.

I lock forward to supporting his nomination, and I hope that he
will get he chance to do some biking around The Hague. | am hon-
ored to introduce Congressman Pete Hoekstra. Thank you, Mr.
Chairman.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Stabenow.

Now we are pleased to have Senator Graham, Lindsay Graham,
who will introduce the President’s nominee to be U.S. Ambassador
to Switzerland and Liechtenstein, Mr. Edward McMullen.

STATEMENT OF HON. LINDSAY GRAHAM,
U.S. SENATOR FROM SOUTH CAROLINA

Senator GRanaMm. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking
Member. And I want to echo everything that Senator Stabenow
said about Pete. I have known him a long time and it is really a
compliment to you that the President would choose you for such an
important post.

Ed McMullen I have known ever since I have been in politics. If
you can survive South Carolina politics, you can handle Switzer-
land. [Laughter.]

Senator GRAHAM. To the people of Switzerland, I can tell you
that the President has picked one of his closest advisors, the chair-
man of his South Carolina campaign, somebody who jumped on the
Trump train early and has done it with class and style. So when
Mr. McMullen speaks, the President will listen, and I think that
is a compliment to the people of Switzerland.

To Ed himself, he was an advisor to Senator McCain when he
first ran for President. He has been enormously helpful to me, and
he helped President Trump. I doubt if many people can say those
three things. And he has done it with class, loyalty. And one of the
greatest attributes of any Ambassador I think is loyalty and under-
standing and the ability to get people to work together. He will be
a great representative for our Nation to one of our most important
allies.

He has been in business for over 30 years, McMullen Public Af-
fairs. He worked for The Heritage Foundation in Washington, the
South Carolina Policy Council. He is an alumnus of the American-
Swiss Foundation young leaders conference and has traveled exten-
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sively in Switzerland and Italy. And he will be a good representa-
tive for the two countries that you have just mentioned, Switzer-
land and Liechtenstein.

He was in charge of Governor McMaster’s transition team. He
was the Vice Chairman of the Presidential Inaugural Committee.
He has received numerous awards in South Carolina. He has been
a great conservative. But I want to tell my friends on the Demo-
cratic side that everyone respects Ed McMullen. He is someone
who enjoys a lot of sport in our State. His lovely wife, Margaret
Ann, is here today. Thomas and Katherine are very proud, his two
children. He is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney College in Virginia,
Senator Kaine. He now serves as Vice Chairman and Chairman-
elect of the National Alumni Association.

And just in conclusion, I want to thank President Trump for al-
lowing Ed to serve in a capacity that he is incredibly qualified for.
And for the people of South Carolina, this is a real treat for us, a
small State, having someone recognized by the President for such
an important position. So I cannot recommend to you more strongly
Mr. McMullen. He is ready for this job.

And thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Senator JOHNSON. The committee wants to thank the Senators
for those kind introductions. I know you have busy schedules. So
you are welcome to stay, but you just cannot stay there because we
need those seats. [Laughter.]

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you very much.

So the committee gathers today to consider the nominations of
ambassadorships to Spain, Germany, France, The Netherlands,
and Switzerland and Liechtenstein. The United States has close re-
lations with these countries based on enduring political, economic,
defense, and cultural ties.

Spain, Germany, France, and The Netherlands represent four of
the European Union’s top six economies. Together they account for
approximately half of the EU’s economic strength. Switzerland has
Europe’s ninth largest economy as a member of the European Free
Trade Association. All five are among the top 30 trading partners
of the United States, and collectively they have direct investments
in the U.S. economy worth $1.1 trillion. So you can see these are
important relationships.

Our security ties are no less significant. France, Spain, Germany,
and The Netherlands are leading members of NATO. Switzerland
is a vital counterterrorism partner, helping the United States dis-
mantle terrorist financial support networks. The strengths of these
partnerships have helped forge an unprecedented era of peace and
stability on a continent long ravaged by the great power of conflict.

As the highest representative of the United States to these coun-
tries, you will be tasked with maintaining and strengthening these
crucial relationships.

Again, I want to thank all the nominees for accepting this re-
sponsibility, being willing to serve. It is a sacrifice. It is going to
be a sacrifice for you and your family. And having spoken and met
with all of you, [ am sure you will represent this Nation well.

Before I introduce the nominees for their opening statements, I
would like to recognize the distinguished ranking member of this
committee, Senator Murphy.
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STATEMENT OF HON. CHRIS MURPHY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM CONNECTICUT

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I look forward to hearing your testimony and getting to questions
and answers.

Let me reiterate the chairman’s thanks to you and to your fami-
lies for your willingness to serve. When there is a problem in the
world that needs %Jnited States leadership to solve it, the first
place we turn is to Europe. This is a bond forged both by enduring
values and interests around the world. And you are going to help,
we hope, solidify a transatlantic partnership that has helped lead
to an era of relative world stability that we hope can endure.

You are going to face challenges. You will be working for an ad-
ministration that cheered Britain's withdrawal from the European
Union, that pulled the United States out of the Paris Climate Ac-
cord, that now threatens to pull the United States out of the U.S.-
EU led Iran nuclear agreement. This is a very perilous moment for
the transatlantic relationship because of the policies of this admin-
istration. You are going to both have the responsibility of soothing
those tensions and reporting back accurately to this administration
what people in Europe think about the President’s policies.

But we are very grad that you have chosen to take this responsi-
bility, and we look forward to your testimony today.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy.

Again, we welcome the nominees, and we certainly welcome their
famly. I encourage you, in your opening statements, to introduce
family members that are in the audience.

Our first nominee is the Honorable Peter Hoekstra. Peter is the
President’s nominee to be the U.S. Ambassador to The Nether-
lands. Mr, Hoekstra is a politician and business executive who
served in Congress from 1993 to 2011, representing Michigan’s sec-
ond district. He was chairman of the House Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence from 2004 to 2007 and the ranking Repub-
lican on the committee until 2011. Mr. Hoekstra continues to be ac-
tive on public policy issues and in business affairs as a consultant,
researcher, and writer. Mr. Hoekstra?

STATEMENT OF HON. PETER HOEKSTRA, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
TIHE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF THE
NETHERLANDS

Mr. HoEkSTRA. Thank you, Chairman Johnson, and good to be
with you Ranking Member Murphy and other distinguished mem-
bers of the committee. It is an honor to be with you today.

I am deeply appreciative of the nomination that President Trump
has provided to me to be the Ambassador to the Kingdom of The
Netherlands. Obviously, with your concurrence and approval, I lock
forward to beginning my work in The Netherlands and once again
serving the people of the United States of America.

As all of us who have served in public office know, we could
never get there without the support of many other people. Today
I am joined by my wife of 42 years, Diane, right here. And also,
we have had the support of my children and my daughter-in-law
for the 18 years that I spent in Congress. We all know the frustra-
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tions and the joys that a family can go through when their father
or their mother is called Congressman or Senator. But for our fam-
ily, it has been a richly rewarding experience, and we look forward
to the opportunity to serve again.

I am also deeply appreciative of the kind words from Senator
Stabenow and the support that I am also receiving from Gary
Peters. I maybe could stop right now and say I cannot add any-
thing more. I can only do damage to the very, very kind words that
Senator Stabenow provided. As she said, in Michigan, we know
that politics stops at the water’s edge. Whether that is Lake Michi-
gan or whether that is the Atlantic, that is how we always thought,
and we always had the opportunity to work together. And when we
disagreed, it was never on a personal basis, and we always re-
mained friends and respected each other.

Obviously, this is a special opportunity for me. I am a native-
born Dutchman. I was born in The Netherlands in 1953. My par-
ents immigrated in 1956. My parents were liberated by American
and Canadian troops during World War II. So they had that fond-
ness and appreciation for America. But packing up three kids and
moving to this country was a wonderful opportunity and it was a
leap of faith.

My parents made the commitment that they would become
Americans. They actually changed the name of one of their kids be-
cause they wanted to make sure that he would be fully able to inte-
grate into American society and become an American.

We lived the American dream. My dad ran a small bakery. My
mom was a stay-at-home mom. Their kids all had the opportunity
to go to college. And 36 years after emigrating to the United States,
they had the opportunity to see their son get sworn into Congress.
America was all that they had hoped for, and for all of us, it has
become our home.

The opportunity to go back and represent the United States—it
is a humbling opportunity. The Netherlands was the second coun-
try to formally recognize this newly born country in 1782. So this
is truly a unique and unbroken relationship.

The Dutch have continued their strong economic ties. They are
one of the top foreign investors in the United States. We have a
trade surplus with them of roughly $24 billion per year.

They are a strong military ally. They supported us in our war for
independence. They supported us in the war in Afghanistan. 25
Dutch soldiers have sacrificed their lives in Afghanistan. And obvi-
ously, that is an important relationship with the threats that we
face today, whether it is terrorism, the threat from Russia and
other unnamed threats that we may face in the future. It is hard
to find an ally that has been more dedicated and consistent than
what the Dutch have been.

Obviously, if provided with the opportunity, it will be my job to
manage that relationship and leave it stronger and better than
what we have inherited. We stand on the work of hundreds and
thousands of people that have built this relationship over 200
years, the proud professionals of our Foreign Service. I had the op-
portunity to meet with many of them when I was on the Intel-
ligence Committee. I respect their work. I have relied on their for-
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eign intelligence experience, and [ will in the future. They are truly
amazing people.

I recognize the obligation of implementing the strategies and
policies of the United States. These policies are established in
Washington, D.C. I recognize the responsibility to the President. I
recognize my responsibility to the Secretary of State. But as a per-
son of the House, I also recognize my responsibility to the Congress
of the United States, and I pledge that I will work faithfully and
hopefully effectively with both the House and the Senate.

ith your approval, I look forward to once again having the op-
portunity to serve this great country. Thank you very much for
your time, and I look forward to answering any questions you may
have.

[Mr. Hoekstra’s prepared statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF PETER HOEKSTRA

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and distinguished committee mem-
bers, it is an honor to be with you today.

1 am deeply appreciative ofy President Trump for the nomination to be the next
U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of the Netherlands. With your concurrence and
approval, T look forward to beginning my work in the Netherlands and once again
serving the people of the United States of America.

As those who have been a part of public service know, there are many individuals
that have helped us achieve these opportunities. I would like to recognize Diane,
my wife of more than 42 years, for her unconditional love and support, Our children,
Erin, Allison, and Bryan, and daughter-in-law Rebecca, have been supportive
throughout the joys and frustrations of having a congressman as a father. The time
in public service was a special and rewarding time for all of us.

I'm also deeply appreciative of the support that Senators Debbie Stabenow and
Gary Peters have expressed. As a Michigan delegation, we always knew when to
set aside partisan considerations and aug‘pm‘t our State and each other. As they
have stated, in America politics stops at the water's adpge Thank yon Senators Sta-
benow and Peters.

This is a special opportunity. [ am a native Dutchman. I was born in the Nether-
lands in 1953. In 1956 my parents immigrated to the United States with their three
young children. For them it was the beginning of an adventure in “the land of op-
portunity.” They had some previous experience with Americans, as it was American
and Canadian troops who liberated them and an occupied Netherlands in 1945, but
this was a leap of faith.

My parents made the commitment that they would become “Americans,” even
changing the name of one of their children so that he would fit in.

We lived the American dream. My dad operated a small bukery. My mom wus u
stay-at-home mother. Their kids all grad\mted from college and 36 years later they
saw their son sworn into the United States Congress. America has been all they had
hoped fur. For all of us, it becime our new home,

+he op{’)orhunity to go back and represent the United States to the Netherlands
is a humbling nf[mrtunity. The Netherlands was the second country to formally rec-
ognize this newly born country in 1782. It supported the st le for independ);nce,
supplying weapons and ammunition. The United States and the Netherlands have
had an unbroken record of friendship going back more than 240 years. This is truly
a unigue and unbroken relationship.

The Dutch have and continue to be a strong economic partner. They are one of
the largest foreign direct investors in the United States. The U.S. also enjoys the
largest trade surplus in any bilateral relationship with the Netherlands, roughly
$24 billion. 1 recogmize the strength of this relationship and will look at ways to
build the economic ties even stronger for the benefit of both countries,

The Dutch have also been a strong military ally of the United States. In
Margraten, a small Dutch town, the citizens have adopted the graves of 8,301 U.S.
military personne! who paid the ultimate price in helping liberate the Netherlands
and defeat the Nazi’s in World War II. The Dutch have also been a full partner in
the efforts to defeat the threat from terrorvism. T'wenty-five Dutch soldiers have died
in the Afghan war. From the founding of our country, through many conflicts includ-
ing today’s, the two countries have always stood shoulder to shoul(f;r. never against
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each other. That needs to continue as we face the threats of terrorism, Russia, and
other unnamed future challenges,

Economically and militarily, it is difficult to find any ally who has stood by our
stde, hand in hand, for such a long period of time. As such, | recogmze that the
work of the men and women of the UJ.S. embassy in The Hague is a part of this
long relationship with the Dutch. We will stand on the foundation laid by those who
have served so effectively and diligently for the last 200 plus years. We will be en-
trusted to manage this relationship today and must leave it stronger and better
than what we have been given,

We walk and work in the footsteps of the first U.S. Ambassador to the Nether-
lands, John Adams, and the thousands of individuals who have built this strong and
special relationship through the years.

Personally, I qulL forward to working with those who have dedicated their lives
to the foreign service. In my eighteen years in Congress, and especially my ten
years on the Intelligence Committee, I observed the talents and the skills of our
State Department professionals firsthand. Their knowledge of how to conduct for-
eign policy is something that I have relied on in the past and will continue to rely
on in the future. They are truly amazing people.

As a Congressman, | have interacted frequently with the Dutch on trade, military
and intelligence, and cultural issues. This position will enable me to build on that
experience,

s an ambassador, | recognize the obligation of implementing the strategies and
policies of the United States. These policies are established in Washington, D.C. |
recognize the responsibilities that I have to the President and Secretary of State
Tillerson; and as a man of the House, the responsibility to the Congress of the
United States.

With your approval, I look forward to once again having the opportunity to serve
this great country. Thank you very much for your time today. I look forward to an-
swering your questions.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Congressman Hoekstra.

Our next nominee is Mr. Richard Duke Buchan, and Mr. Buchan
is the President’s nominee to be the U.S. Ambassador to Spain. Mr.
Buchan is the founder and CEO of Hunter Global Investors LP. He
and his family own and manage farms that grow over 100 varieties
of heirloom vegetables and raise horses. He is active in a number
of educational and philanthropic causes. Mr. Buchan established
the University of North Carolina’s largest single endowment fo-
cused on Spanish languages, literature, and culture. Mr. Buchan?

STATEMENT OF RICHARD DUKE BUCHAN III, OF FLORIDA, TO
BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE KINGDOM OF
SPAIN

Mr. BucHAN. Thank you, and thank you, Mr. Chairman and dis-
tinguished members of the committee.

A special thanks to Senator Johnson again for your introduction
and support.

It is a great honor to appear before this distinguished committee.
I am deeply grateful to President Trump and humbled to be his
nominee to serve as the United States Ambassador to the Kingdom
of Spain and the Principality of Andorra. If confirmed, I will work
tirelessly to represent the interests of the United States of America
and to further enhance our strong partnerships with these two
great nations.

Each of us has followed a unique path to public service. As a
10th generation North Carolinian who grew up on a tobacco and
cattle farm, I know that I am here because of the people and the
land that nurtured me. I would like to recognize those in attend-
ance today from my family: my amazing wife, Hannah—they are
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all behind me—my three dear children, Cate, Beau, and John; and
my charming and insightful mother Betty. My father is here in
spirit. I would also like to take a moment to remember my grand-
mother who taught me that I have two ears and I have one mouth
and that I should use them accordingly. And that lesson has served
me well in life so far.

If confirmed, I look forward to joining the extraordinary team
from the State Department led by Secretary Tillerson. The talented
staff of the U.S. mission to Spain works diligently to serve our
great Nation. I want to recognize their families who serve alongside
them with equal honor, dedication, and commitment. My career in
international finance has focused on building bridges often between
diverse individuals and groups to brinﬁ out the best in others to
solve problems. I hope to apply those skills leading Mission Spain.

Global engagement is vital to America’s success. My 3 decades of
work in Spain, other European countries, Latin America, and Asia
have taught me the importance of listening to and learning from
others to forge solutions. If confirmed, this experience and inter-
naéional perspective will be vital to my role as the U.S. Ambas-
sador.

This opportunity to serve my country is a dream come true. I
have loved Spain since my childhood when I first read about that
faraway land of Don Quixote and Picasso in the World Book Ency-
clopedia. In 1980, as an eager and curious high school student, I
grst convinced my parents to let me study abroad in Valencia,

pain.

At the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, [ double ma-
jored in Spanish and economics, studying an entire academic year
in Seville, Spain. In the years since, my family has worked to
strengthen fies to Spain and Tatin American countries by estab-
lishing The Buchan Excellence Fund, which was previously men-
tioned. It is UNC’s single largest endowment focused on Spanish
languages, literature, and culture. It embodies my conviction that
knowledge, understanding and, above all, human connections are
the keys to success in business, diplomacy, and life. As a family,
we have a deep appreciation and respect and love for the Spanish
Eeople and culture. It is only surpassed by our love for the United

tates of America.

Sadly, Spain like America has faced terror attacks at home, most
recently in Barcelona. As we share their grief, we deeply admire
their resolve in the face of evil. Spain also understands this is a
global conflict, bravely committing blood and treasure to combat
terror around the world. It is a significant contributor to NATO,
EU, and U.N. peacekeeping missions. For over 60 years, Spain has
been a welcoming host to our military. Rota Naval Station and
Moron Air Base are essential for major coalition operations in the
fight against terrorism. We thank the Spanish Government and
people for their support. If confirmed, I will work to strengthen
these historic ties as we confront our common enemies.

As I know firsthand from my years as a global investor, Spain
is a vital economic partner. The United States and Spain generated
$24 billion in two-way trade in 2016. Spain is our ninth largest
source of foreign direct investment. U.S. subsidiaries of Spanish
firms employ more than 80,000 U.S. workers. My career has been
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built on finding and pursuing opportunities. If confirmed, I will
strive to increase Spanish investment in the U.S. and to increase
opportunities for U.5. businesses in Spain.

Our human connections to Spain are deep and meaningful,
stretching back to before the founding of our republic. Over 2 mil-
lion Americans traveled to Spain last year to explore its rich cul-
ture and beautiful landscape. Approximately 770,000 Spaniards
visit the U.S. each year, spending about $1.7 billion. More than
200,000 Americans live in Spain. If confirmed, the safety and secu-
rity of these American citizens will be a top priority.

We can also rely on Spain to share our broader geopolitical inter-
ests. Spain has been a reliable backer of EU sanctions against Rus-
sia and North Korea. Spain is also an important partner in seeking
democratic reforms in Venezuela. If confirmed, I will vigorously
represent our policies to ensure that the United States and Spain
continue to work together closely.

While I have spoken much of Spain, if confirmed, I will also rep-
resent the United States before the Principality of Andorra. Situ-
ated in the Pyrenees Mountains, this breathtaking country is also
rich with history and culture. Andorra has been a reliable partner
in key votes at the United Nations and other important inter-
national fora. It has taken great strides in diversifying its economy.
The embassy works closely with our Andorran partners on edu-
cational exchanges and trade promotion. If confirmed, I will be
honored to represent U.S. interests in the Principality of Andorra
and to build our long friendship and close bilateral cooperation.

Distinguished Senators, I would like to thank you again for your
time. I began by talking about our shared journey. My family and
I have been blessed in so many ways. We owe so much to America.
If you will honor me, I pledge to give my all to strengthen and ad-
vance the partnership with our long-term and unwavering friends,
Spain and Andorra. I welcome your comments, questions, and a
continued relationship. Thank you. And God bless America.

[Mr. Buchan’s prepared statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF RICHARD DUKE BUcCHAN III

Thank you, Mr, Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy and distinguished members
of the committee. And another special thanks to you, Chairman Johnson for your
personal infroduction and for your support.

It is a great honor to appear before this distinguished committee, I am humbled
to be President Trump's nominee to serve as the United States Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Spain and the Principality of Andorra. I am deeply grateful to President
Trump for his confidence in me, If confirmed, I will work tirelessly to represent the
interests of the United States of America, and to further enhance our strong part-
nerships with these two great nations,

Myr. Chairman, Ranking Member Murphy and distinguished members of the com-
mittee, I want to start by thanking each of you for your service fo our great nation.
We need public service now more than ever, and as an American [ want to say how
much [ appreciate all thﬂt'-{‘y’t}ll do for this country that we love,

Each of us has followed a unique path to public service, As a 10th generation
North Carolinian who grew up on a tobacco and eattle farm, 1 know that I am here
because of the people and the land that nurtured me. I would like to recognize those
in attendance here today: my amazing wife Hannah; my three dear children Cate,
Beau and John; and my charming and insightful mother Betty. My father is here
in spirit. I would also like to take a moment to remember my grandmother who
taught me that [ have two ears and one mouth and that I should use them accord-
ingly. The lessons my family and community have taught me—including the impor-
tance of hard work, of listening to and respecting others, of dreaming big—will con-
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tinue to guide and inspire me if I am allowed to represent the United States of
America overseas.

If confirmed, I look forward to joining the extraordinary team from the State De-
partment led i)y Seeretary Tillerson and the many other LIS, agencies that work
together to represent our nation avound the globe. The staff of the U.S. Mission to
Spain works diligently to serve American citizens, promote American business and
advance U.S. interests. I am awed by the talent of these patriots. | alse want to
recognize their fumilies who serve alongside them with equal honor, dedication and
commitment. My career in international finance has focused on building bridges
often between diverse individuals and proups to bring out the best in others to solve
problems. I hope to apply these skills leading Mission Spain.

Global engagement is vital to Ameriea’s success. Our international relationships
impact all levels of our economy, our national seeurity and our shared responsibility
to address the world’s toughest problems. My three decades of work in Spain, other
European countries, Latin America and Asia have taught me the importance of lis-
tening to and learning from others to forge solutions. If confirmed, this experience
and international perspective will be vital to my role as a U.S, Ambassador.

The opportunity to serve my country as U.S. Ambassador to the Kingdom of Spain
and the Erincipa ity of Andorra is a dream come true. | have loved Spain since my
childhood, when [ first read about that faraway land of Don Quixote and Picasso
in the World Book Encyclopedia. In 1980, as an eager and curious high school stu-
iient:, I first convinced my parents to let me study abroad at La Universidad de Va-
encia.

At the University of North Carolina ut Chapel Hill, I double majored in Spanish
and economics, .-5|:ud¥ing an entire academic year at La Universidad de Sevilla. In
the years since, my tamily has worked to strengthen ties to Spain and Latin Amer-
ican countries i)y establishing The Buchan Excellence Fund, which is UNC’s single
largest endowment focused on Spanish languages, literature and culture. It em-
bodies my conviction that knawlegﬁe. understanding and, above all, human connec-
tions, are the keys to success in business, diplomacy and life. One of our Fund’s
hallmark projects is 21st Century Pen Pals, a video exchange program between
American and Spanish schoolchildren. As a family we have a deep appreciation, re-
spect and love for the Spanish people and culture. It is only surpassed by our love
for the United States,

Few countries are as united in history and culture as Spain and the United
States. These centuriesold ties have only strenpgthened in recent years as Spain has
become one of our chief allies in the fight against terrorism, and the broader effort
to nphold democracy and to promote Ernsperity around the globe. We could not ask
for a better partner. It is an alliance based on shared values, respect and collabora-
tion.

Sadly, Spain, like America, has faced terror attacks at home, most recently in
Barcelona. As we share their ﬁ'riaf. we deeply ndmire their resolve in the face of evil.
And just as we do, Spain understands this is a global conflict, bravely committing
blood and treasure to combat terror around the world. It is a significant contributor
to NATO, EU and U.N. peacekeeping missions. There are currently 3,000 Spanish
troops deployed overseas, including in the Balties, Turkey and West Africa. For over
60 yeurs Spain has been a weleoming host to our military, and today, we have more
than 4,000 personnel based there. Rota Naval Station and Morfn Air Base are es-
sential for major coalition operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, Libya and West Africa.
We thank the Spanish government and people for their support. If confirmed, I will
work to strengthen these historic ties as we confront our common enemies.

The Trump administration is keenly aware that these efforts involve not just the
military but law enforcement as well; and it is appreciative of Spain's work. We rely
on Spain to help us track and apprehend foreign fighters. Spanish authorities have
also worked closely with the DEA to battle the scourge of drugs. If confirmed, [ will
enhance this robust cooperation.

As | know first-hand from my years as a global investor, Spain is a vital economic
partner. The United States and Spain generated $24 billion in two-way goods trade
m 2016. Spain is our 9th largest source of f'm'aip(;n direct investment. Its total capital
investment in the U.S. exceeds $72 billion; U.5. subsidiaries of Spanish firms em-
ploy more than 80,000 U.S. workers in financial services, constyuction, alternative
energy, tourism and consumables. My career has been built on finding and pursuing
opportunities, With Spain’s economy predicted to grow at over three percent this
year, if confirmed, I will strive to increase Spﬂnish investment in the U.S. and to
merease opportunities for U.S. businesses in Spain.

Our human connections to Spain are deep and meaningful, stretching back to be-
fore the founding of our Republic. They remain strong today because of our shared
values and interests. Over two million Americans traveled to Spain last year to ex-
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plore its rich culture and beautiful landscape. Approximately 770,000 Spaniards
visit the 118, each vear, spending about $1.7 billion. Over 28,000 Americans study
in Spain each year and arvound 6,600 Spaniards study in the U.S. More than
200,000 Americans live in Spain. If confirmed, the safety and security of these
American citizens will be a top priority.

We can also rely on Spain to share our broader geopolitical interests. Spain has
been a reliable backer of EU sanctions against Russia and supports implementation
of the Minsk agreement even as it shares our desire to find areas of common ground
with Russia where appropriate. Spain is a strong supporter of tough, effective sane-
tions enforcement, and recently took action to enhance pressure on North Korea.
Spain is also an important partner in zeeking democeratic reforms in Venezuela, and
remains a strong voice within the EU for sanctions and other measures. If con-
firmed, I will vigorously represent our policies to insure that the United States and
Spain continue to work together closely.

While I have spoken much of Spain, if confirmed, I will also represent the United
States before the Principality of Xndurra. Situated in the Pyrenees Mountains, this
breathtaking country is also rich with history and culture, Andorra has been a reli-
able partner in key votes at the United Nations and other important international
fora. ‘;t has also advanced its fight against money laundering and is diversifying its
economy. These steps have already borne fruit in a revitalized and increasingly out-
ward-looking market. The Embassy works closely with our Andorran partners on
educational exchanges and trade promotion, If confirmed, 1 will be honored to rep-
resent U.S. interests in the Principality of Andorra and to build on our leng friend-
ship and close bilateral cooperafion.

Distinguished Senators, I would like again to thank you for your time. I began
by talking about our shared journey. M‘vuﬁimily and I have been {rlesmﬁd in 40 man
ways. We owe s0 much to America. If you will honor me, 1 pledge to give my all
to strengthen and advance the partnership with our long-term and unwavering
friends, Spain and Andorra. | welcome your comments, questions and a continued
relationship. Thank you. And God bless America.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Buchan. We would all do well
to heed your grandmother’s advice.

Our next nominee is Mr. Richard Grenell, and Mr. Grenell is the
President’s nominee to be U.S. Ambassador to Germany. Mr.
Grenell is a foreign policy writer and commentator. He founded the
international consulting firm, Capital Media Partners, in 2010. For
nearly 2 decades, he has served as the primary communications ad-
visor for public officials at the local, State, federal, and inter-
national levels, as well as for a Fortune 200 company. Mr. Grenell
is the longest-serving United States spokesman of the United
States having served four U.S. Ambassadors. Mr. Grenell?

STATEMENT OF RICHARD GRENELL, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE FEDERAL REPUB-
LIC OF GERMANY

Mr. GRENELL. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member,
and members of the committee.

First, let me say that I greatly appreciate the time and commit-
ment you all have made to serve the American people. I am thank-
ful for the sacrifices you and your families have made throughout
your tenure in public office.

I would also like to express my gratitude to President Trump for
his confidence in me. I am honored and humbled to be here today.

The United States truly is the land of opportunity. The fact that
I sit before you all today is a testament to this country’s out-
standing potential. This country has provided me with every oppor-
tunity, from my days growing up in western Michigan to the life
I have built with my partner in California. I owe so much to our
great Nation.
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With your consent, I pledge to return the favor. I pledge to serve
this country and its interests with honor and distinction. I pledge
to respect its Constitution, and I pledge to uphold its values,
spreading our deeply-held commitment to democracy, freedom, and
human rights. With your consent, I will commit myself to the inter-
ests of this great Nation on behalf of all Americans as the Ambas-
sador to the Federal Republic of Germany.

All of us owe a great deal to those who helped us along the way.
I am here today with my partner of 15 years, Matt Lashey. I want
to publicly thank Matt for his many sacrifices, but most of all, for
his incredible love and support. Throughout every challenge and
opportunity that I have faced, including cancer, Matt has supported
and encouraged me every step of the way. I would not be able to
serve the President nor the American people without Matt’s com-
mitment by my side. Thank you.

I must also add a thank you to my father, who would have been
sitting right next to Matt if he were alive today, and to my mom
watching from Michigan.

If confirmed, I would be honored to once again have the oppor-
tunity to serve at the State Department. For 8 years, I served on
the Executive Management Team at the United States Mission to
the Europe, serving at the pleasure of four different—in fact, very
different—U.S. Ambassadors.

I know personally how stressful the arrival of a new ambassador
can be for embassy and consulate staff. With your consent, I look
forward to making that transition a smooth and enjoyable process
for the many courageous and patriotic Americans serving their
country throughout Germany.

If confirmed, I will seek to deepen and strengthen the historic re-
lationship between Washington and Berlin. Qur two great nations
share an unbreakable bond, and I look forward to strengthening
these ties while championing the values of diversity, transparency,
and fairness. In addition to the embassy in Berlin and the five con-
sular offices, Germany is home to more than 30,000 American men
and women serving in the U.S. military. If confirmed, I will make
their safety and security a top priority.

This past Sunday, the German people went to the polls and exer-
cised their right to a representative government in a free and fair
election. Chancellor Merkel is now negotiating to form a new gov-
ernment. Whalever the makeup of the new German governing coa-
lition, I look forward to representing the American people as we
deepen our powerful and unbreakable bond with the German peo-
ple.
If confirmed, I commit to broadening cooperation surrounding our
shared goals of security and prosperity. As we seek to remain com-
petitive and safe in an ever-changing world, we must look to
strengthen those elements of friendship which have so greatly ben-
efited both nations. We must increase our trade and economic rela-
tionships, expand our information sharing, and find new, innova-
tive ways to strengthen our alliance and further the interests of
peace around the world.

But knowing that freedom is not free, I will also commit to work-
ing with the Chancellor and the new governing coalition to increase
the pace at which Germany moves to meet its commitments to
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NATO. But in doing so, I will reinforce to the German people our
Nation’s commitment to a strong, united West. No other nation will
disrupl this important boud thal we share.

I am honored to be here today at the pleasure of the President,
and I look forward to answering your questions and hearing your
suggestions.

[Mr. Grenell’s prepared statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF RICHARD GRENELL

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and members of the committee,
first, let me say that I greatly appreciate the time and commitment you all have
made to serve the American people. I am thankful for the sacrifices you and your
families have made throughout your tenure in public office.

I would also like to express my gratitude to President Trump for his confidence
in me. I am honored and humbled to be here today.

The United States truly is the land of opportunity. The fact that I sit before you
all today is a testament to this country’s outstanding potential. This country has
provided me with every opportunity, from my days growing up in midwestern Michi-
gan to the life I've built with my partner in California, I owe so much to this great
nation.

With your consent, I pledge to return the favor. I pledge to serve this country and
its interests with honor and distinction; I pledge to respect its constitution; and 1
pledge to uphold its values, spreading our deeply-held commitment to democracy,
freedom, and human rights. With your consent, I will commit myself to the interests
of this great nation, on behalf of all Americans, as the Ambassador to the Federal
Republic of Germany.
~ All of us owe a great deal to those who helped us along the way. I am here today
with my partner of 15 years, Matt Lashey. I want to publicly thank Matt for his
many sacrifices, but most of all, for his incredible love and support. Throughout
every challenge and opportunity, Matt has supported and encouraged me every step
of the way. 1 would not be able to serve the President and the American people
without Matt’s commitment and help.

I must also add a thank you to my father, who would have been here sitting right
next to Matt if he were alive today, I am so thankful for all my loving family mem-
bers, who are watching today’s proceedings from Michigan, California, Minnesota,
and New Jersey.

If confirmed, I would be honored to once again have the opportunity to serve at
the State Department. For eight years, I served on the Executive Management
Team at the United States Mission to the United Nations, serving at the pleasure
of four different—in fact, very different— U.S. Ambassadors.

I know personally how stressful the arrival of a new Ambassador can be for Em-
bassy and Consulate staff. With your consent, I look forward to making that transi-
tion a smooth and enjoyable process for the many courageous and patriotic Ameri-
cans serving their country throughout Germany.

If confirmed, [ will seek to deepen and strengthen the historic relationship be-
tween Washington and Berlin. Our two great nations share an unbreakable }l:r)ond,
and I look forward to strengthening these ties while championing the values of di-
versity, transparency, and fairness. In addition to the Emlfaamsy in Berlin and the
five Consular Offices in Frankfurt, Munich, Dusseldorf, Hamburg and Leipzig, Ger-
many is also home to more than 30,000 American men and women serving in the
U.S. military. If confirmed, I will make their safety and security a top priority.

This past Sunday, the German people went to the polls and exercised their right
to a representative government in a free and fair election. Chancellor Merkel is now
negotiating to form a new government. Whatever the makeup of the new German
governing coalition, I look forward to representing the American people as we pre-
pave deepen our powerful and unbreakable bond with the German peaple.

As Ambassador, 1 would commit to broadening cooperation surrounding our
shared goals of security and prosperity for both nations. As we seek to remain com-
petitive and safe in an everchanging world, we must look to strengthen those ele-
ments of friendship which have so greatly benefited both nations. We must increase
our trade and economic relationships, expand our information sharing, and find
new, innovative ways to strengthen our alliance and further the interests of peace
around the world.
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But, knowing that freedom is not free, I will commit to working with the Chan-
cellor and the new govemin%c«mlition to increase the pace at which Germany moves
to meet its commitments to NATO.

But in doing so, I will reinforce to the German people our nation’s commitment
to a strong, united West. No other nation will disrupt the important bond we share
with one of our strongest, most dependable global allies.

I am honored to be here today at the pleasure of the President, and I thank you
for your time. I look forward to answering your questions and hearing your sugges-
tions.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Grenell.

Our next nominee is Ms. Jamie McCort. Ms. McCourt is the
President’s nominee to be the U.S. Ambassador to France. Ms.
McCourt is an entrepreneur, an attorney, and has founded leading
entrepreneurial enterprises in Los Angles and Boston. She is a
former co-owner, President and CEO of the Los Angeles Dodgers.
She also serves as an adjunct professor at the UCLA Anderson
School of Management. Ms. McCourt possesses a unique global per-
spective, having lived and worked both domestically and abioad in
numerous industries, including sports, law, finance, education, and
real estate. Ms. McCourt?

STATEMENT OF JAMIE McCOURT, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE FRENCH REPUB-
LIC, AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDI-
TIONAL COMPENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER-
ICA TO THE PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO

Ms. McCoURT. Thank you, Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member
Murphy, and members of the committee, It is my great honor to
be here today as President Trump’s nominee to be the United
States Ambassador to France and Monaco. I am extraordinarily
grateful to the President for this opportunity to serve the American
pﬁqple as his envoy to our oldest and certainly one of our closest
allies.

Knowing I have not made this journey alone, I would like to take
a moment to express my gratitude to my parents who are first-gen-
eration Americans, born and raised in Baltimore, Maryland, as was
I, and to my four best start-ups, my four boys, Drew, Travis, Casey,
and Gavin, two of whom are here today.

As the first person in my family to attend college, I received a
B.S. in French here at Georgetown University with a year at La
Sorbonne in Paris, a J.D. from University of Maryland School of
Law and ultimately an M.S. in management from the MIT/Sloan
School of Management. And as you said, I have been an adjunct
professor teaching leadership at UCLA/Anderson Business School
of Management. [ obviously believe education is the great equal-
izer.

I believe in the opportunity to succeed through hard work, deter-
mination, and initiative. In other words, I believe in the American
dream. Therefore, I am deeply honored to be here and incredibly
touched to have the opportunity, if confirmed, to give back to and
serve my country.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry into
World War I. Beginning in 1917, American and French soldiers
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fought side by side and died together in defense of a free and
peaceful Europe.

President Trump’s visit to Paris in July as President Macron’s
guest of honor during the National Day celebrations, commemo-
rating the centennial anniversary of this U.S. entry into the war,
Wals a vivid reminder of that sacrifice in defense of our common
values.

A few decades later, in 1941, the United States went to war
again, and Americans once more fought and died to defend and lib-
erate European allies. One of those soldiers was my uncle, killed
in action at the age of 27, leaving behind two young babies.

Having grown up listening to my mostly stoic father tearfully
reminisce whenever he spoke of his older brother, and having been
extremely close to my grandmother, I have always felt a special
connection to Europe and to the purpose for which my uncle gave
his life. The thought of serving as an ambassador in Europe, there-
fore, is particularly personal for me and my family, and it would
be the greatest honor of my life if confirmed for this position.

Following World War I and World War II, America’s alliance
with France has only grown stronger as we, together with France
and our other allies, founded NATO to ensure a secure, free, and
prosperous future for our descendants.

If confirmed, I pledge to do everything in my power to continue
to nurture our crucial alliance with France, and together we will
address challenges to our global security, including ensuring a
strong and capable NATO alliance, combating terrorism, hastening
the defeat of ISIS, countering Russian malign influence, stepping
up pressure on North Korea, and improving nuclear security.

In fact, France is our most capable and willing ally in support
of the Global Coalition to Defeat ISIS in Syria and Iraq through
air strikes, aircraft carrier deployments, and training of operational
forces on the ground; through Defeat-ISIS efforts in Libya; and
through its lead in sub-Saharan Africa where it combats violent ex-
tremism and illicit trafficking through Operation Barkhane.

France is in support of countering Iran’s malign activities includ-
ing development of nuclear weapons capabilities and advocates for
security policy reform at the EU level, leading efforts to tighten
boarder security and promote better information sharing among
member states to meet evolving terrorist threats. France, along
with Germany, participates in the Normandy format to negotiate
a peaceful resolution to the conflict in eastern Ukraine.

As well, France is a key partner in America’s prosperity, and if
confirmed, I will work assiduously to promote American exports to
France and French investments in the United States.

Today, France is the fifth largest investor in the U.S. and our
eighth largest trading partner. French investment in the U.S. sup-
ports approximately 574,000 jobs. Over $1 billion in commercial
transactions take place every single day between our two countries.

As someone who has long been involved in business ventures my-
self, including as the co-owner, President and CEO of the Los An-
geles Dodgers, as well as through my investments in high-value
real estate, biotech ventures, technology start-ups, and even art, I
would like to further expand this relationship to provide new busi-
ness opportunities.
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Additionally, if confirmed, I look forward to nurturing our rela-
tionship with the Principality of Monaco and working together with
His Serene Highness Prince Albert and his government to further
our joint objectives. Monaco has been a trusted partner for the
United States in advancing our shared interest in a secure and
prosperous world.

Moreover, the Department of State’s highest calling is to protect
U.S. citizens abroad. The horrific terror attacks in France that
claimed the lives of innocent people and injured countless others,
including Americans, are a stark reminder of our overarching duty
to protect our citizens.

If confirmed, I will consider my primary responsibility to ensure
the safety and security of the embassy community and of all U.S.
citizens in France and Monaco. I assure you our mission and its
staff will have no higher priority.

If confirmed, I will lead the mission to do everything possible to
support French efforts to prevent another tragedy. To this end, I
will seek to deepen U.S.-French counterterrorism cooperation and
information sharing so that violent extremists in Europe will not
be able to threaten the U.S. homeland.

In closing, the U.S. partnership and alliance with France is a
cornerstone of our cooperation with Europe.

Drawing on the strength of the entire U.S. Government, includ-
ing the dedicated officers of our U.S. Foreign Service and the many
talented individuals representing multiple agencies of our govern-
ment in France, I would, if confirmed, work every day to advance
our mutual interests in a secure and prosperous world.

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before you today.
I look forward to answering your questions, and if confirmed, I look
forward to working with all of you to further enhance the relation-
ship between the United States and France and Monaco.

[Ms. McCourt’s prepared statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JAMIE McCOURT

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member MuThy, and members of the committee, it
is my great honor to be here today as President Trump’s nominee to be the United
States Ambussador to France and Monaco. I am extraordinarily grateful to the
President for this opportunity to serve the American people as his envoy to our old-
est and certainly one of our closest allies.

Knowing I have not made this journey alone, I would like to take a moment to
express miv3 girﬂtitude to my parents, who are first-generation Americans, born and
raised in Baltimore, Maryland, as was I, and to my four best start-ups, my four
boys, Drew, Travis, Casey, and Gavin.

As the first person in my family to attend college, | received a B.S. in French at
(Georgetown University, with a year at La Sorbonne in Paris, a J.D. from University
of Maryland School of Law and ultimately a M.S. in Management from the MITY
Sloan School of Management and having been an adjunct professor teaching leader-
ship at UCLA/Anderson School of Management, I obviously believe education is the
great equalizer,

I helieve in the opportunity to succeed through hard work, determination and ini-
tiative; in other words, | believe in the American Dream. Therefore, | am deeply
honored to be here and incredibly touched to have the opportunity, if confirmed, to
give back to and serve my country.

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry into World War 1. Begin-
ning in 1917, American and French soldiers fought and died together in defense of
a free and peaceful Enrope.

President Trump's visit to Paris in July as President Macron's guest of honor dur-
ing the National Day celebrations, commemorating the centennial anniversary of
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the U.S. entry into the war, was a vivid reminder of that sacrifice in defense of our
common values.

A few decades later, in 1941, the United States went to war again, and Americans
once more fought and died to defend and liberate European allies. One of those sol-
diers was my uncle, killed in action at the age of twenty-seven, leaving behind two
young babies.

Having grown up listening to my mostly stoic father tearfully reminisce about his
older brother, and having been extremely close to my grandmother, I have always
felt a special connection to Europe and to the purpose for which my uncle gave his
life. The thought of serving as an ambassador in Europe is, therefore, particularly
Eersunal for me and my family, and it would be the greatest honor of my life if con-

rmed for this position.

Following World War T and World War II, America’s alliance with France has only
grown stronger as we, together with France and our other allies, founded NATO to
ensure a secure, free, and prosperous future for our descendants.

If confirmed, 1 pledgﬂ to do everything in my power to continue to nurture our
crucial alliance with France, and together we will address challenges to our global
security, including ensuring a strong and capable NATO alliance, combatting ter-
rovism, hastening the defeat of 1SIS, countering Russian malign influence, stepping
up pressure on North Korea, and improving nuclear security.In fact, France is our
most capable and willing ally in support u? the Global Cual‘;tinn to Defeat ISIS in
Syria and Iraq through air strikes, aireraft carvier deployments, and training of
operational forces on the ground; through Defeat-Isis efforts in Libya; and through
its lead in Sub-Saharan Africa where it combats violent extremism and illicit traf-
ficking through Operation Barkhane.

France is in support of countering Iran's malign activities including development
of nuclear weapons capabilities, and advocates for seeurity policy reform at the EU
level, leading efforts to tighten border security and promote better information shar-
ing among member states to meet evolving terrorist threats. France, along with Ger-
many, participates in the Normandy format to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the
conflict in eastern Ukraine.

As well, France is a key partner in America’s prosperity, and if confirmed, I will
work assiduously to promote American exports to France and French investment in
the United States.

Today, France is the Hth largest investor in the U.S. and our 8th largest trading
partner. French investment in the U.S. supports approximately 574,000 American
Jobs. Over $1 billion in commercial transactions ta&e place every day between our
two countries.

As someone who has long been involved in business ventures myself, including as
the Co-Owner, President and CEO of the Los Angeles Dodgers, as well as through
my investments in high-value real estate, biotechnology ventures, technology start-
ups, and even art, I would like to further expand this relationship to provide new
business opportunities,

Additionally, if confirmed, I look forward to nurturing our relationship with the
Principality of Monaco, and working together with His %ereme Highness Prince Al-
bert and his government to further our joint objectives. Monaco has been a trusted
partner for the United States in advancing our shared interest in a secure and pros-
perous world.

Moreover, the Department of State’s highest calling is to protect U.S. citizens
overseas. The horritic terror attacks in France that claimed the lives of innocent
people, and injured countless others, including Americans, are a stark reminder of
our overarching duty to protect our citizens,

If confirmed, I will consider my primary responsibility to ensure the safety and
security of the Embassy community, and of all 118, citizens in France and Monaco.
I assure you our Mission and its staff will have no higher priority.

If confirmed, I will lead the Mission to do everf'thing possible to support French
efforts to prevent another tragedy. To this end, | will seek to deepen U.S.-French
counterterrorism cooperation and information sharing so that violent extremists in
Europe will not be able to threaten the U.S. homeland.

In closing, the U.S. partnership and alliance with France is a cornerstone of our
cooperation with Europe.

Drawing on the st:‘ength of the entire U.S. Government, including the dedicated
officers of our U.S, Foreign Service and the many talented individuals representing
multiple agencies of our government in France, [ would, if confirmed, work every
(InF to advance our mutual interest in a secure and prosperous world.

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear before you today. I look forward
to answering your questions and, if confirmed, I look forward to working with all
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of you to further enhance the relationships between the United States and France
and Monaco.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Ms. McCourt.

Last but not least, our final nominee is Mr. Edward McMullen,
Jr. Mr. McMullen is the President’s nominee to be the U.S. Ambas-
sador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein. Mr. McMullen has served
in public policy, political, and business positions for over 30 years.
He is currently President of McMullen Public Affairs, a full-service
advertising and corporate public affairs company. His firm’s clients
have included several Fortune 100 companies. Mr. McMullen has
been appointed to serve on key South Carolina statewide boards
and commissions. Mr. McMullen?

STATEMENT OF EDWARD T. McMULLEN, JR., OF SOUTH CARO-
LINA, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE
SWISS CONFEDERATION, AND TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY
AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION AS AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE PRINCIPALITY OF
LIECHTENSTEIN

Mr. McMULLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Chairman Johnson,
Ranking Member Murphy, and members of the committee.

I would also like to thank Senator Graham for his kind introduc-
tion. He is a good friend and I am thankful he took the time to be
here.

It is an honor and quite humbling to be with you today as the
President’s nominee Lo be the U.S. Ambassador (o Switzerland and
Liechtenstein. Thank you for this opportunity to offer my thoughts
and to answer any questions that you may have.

There are many who have joined me in this journey, and I would
like to express my love and thanks to my wife of 28 years, Mar-
garet Ann, who is here today; our two children, Thomas and Kath-
erine are in Charleston and Los Angeles with career and college
commitments; and my parents, in-laws, extended family and
friends, including my Hampden-Sydney College professors, all of
whom selflessly inspired me in ways that made today possible.

I consider it a great privilege, if confirmed by the Senate, to rep-
resent our country in Switzerland and Liechtenstein to articulate
the President’s and Congress’ positions on pressing international
issues, and foster, at every opportunity, improved diplomatic rela-
tions and deeper economic and cultural connections. Happily, in the
case of Switzerland and Liechtenstein, we build on a very strong
foundation.

In 1995, I visited Switzerland for the second time, after being se-
lected to be a part of the American-Swiss Foundation’s young lead-
ers program. [ joined an accomplished group of young Americans
and Swiss business and political leaders who inspired my interest
and love for this impressive country and her people. The program
was comprehensive, and participants interacted directly with Swiss
businesses and government, from the highest level CEOs to impor-
tant government officials.
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Please allow me to offer a few observations about Switzerland.
Since I come from the private sector, I will start with a private sec-
tor fact that I hope you will find as impressive as I do.

Switzerland is the seventh largest direct investor in the United
States, this from a country the size of Maryland and a population
of 8 million people. This one fact tells us a lot about Switzerland,
not least of all that the Swiss have found a great formula for suc-
cess. But this also tells us that Swiss companies are creating jobs
in the United States and that there is extensive and mutually ben-
eficial economic activity between our countries, and I lock forward
to having the opportunity to build on that, if confirmed by the Sen-
ate.

However, our ties are not only economic. Switzerland is a con-
stitutional republic. Its constitution is modeled on ours. We share
common values, including respect for rule of law and the notion
that government is responsible to the people. Switzerland is neu-
tral, but it is a natural friend because of the values and constitu-
tional principles that we share. To the extent there are areas of
dispute and conflict, we share a common vocabulary for its resolu-
tion.

This is an area where the Swiss excel. In international relations,
Swiss good offices have proved vitally important over and over. It
is important that the U.S. work closely with Switzerland in ad-
dressing a wide variety of international challenges.

One final observation. Switzerland is an acknowledged super-
power in both applied and basic research. It is not an accident that
European nuclear research entity, CERN, and its Hadron collider
are located in Switzerland, or that the Swiss have shrewdly placed
a research-centric consulate literally halfway between Harvard and
MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts. If confirmed, I will work to
build ever closer ties between the United States, Swiss, and
Liechtensteiner communities, particularly in the research area,
particularly in promoting also apprenticeships between our three
countries.

I recognize that a key role for the U.S. Ambassador is to explain
American foreign policy as it is defined by the President. Part of
doing that, if confirmed, will be to reach out and directly commu-
nicate with Swiss officials, business people, and citizens. I am con-
fident my prior experience in public relations and communications
will prove helpful, and I commit to you that I will devote the time
and energy necessary to mastering the details of my job. I also
commit to ensure that, if confirmed, the concerns of this committee
will be heard and respected.

Before closing, I would like to note that, if confirmed, I will ea-
gerly draw on the strength of the entire U.S. Government, includ-
ing the devoted officers of our U.S. Foreign Service and the many
talented individuals representing multiple agencies of our federal
government. While serving as part of our mission in Switzerland,
I would, if confirmed as Ambassador, endeavor to deepen our part-
flership so as to respond effectively to regional and global chal-
enges.

I am profoundly grateful for the opportunity to serve our great
country in a new and demanding capacity. Mr. Chairman, members
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of the committee, thank you, and I would be very pleased to answer
any questions.
[Mr. McMullen’s prepared statement follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF EDWARD T. MCMULLEN, JR.

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and members of the committee, It
is an honor and quite humbling to be with you today as the President’s nominee
to be the US Ambassador to Switzerland and Liechtenstein. Thank your for this op-
portunity to offer my thoughts and to answer any questions you may have.

There are many who have joined me in this journey and | would like to express
my love and thanks to my wife of 28 years, Margaret Ann, who is here today—our
two children, Thomas and Katherine are in Charleston and Los Angeles with career
and college commitments, and my parents, in-laws, extended family and friends in-
cluding my Hampden-Sydney College professors, all of whom selflessly inspired me
in ways that made today possible.

I consider it a great privilege, if confirmed by the senate, to represent our country
in Switzerland and Liechtenstein to articulate the President’s and Congress’ posi-
tions on pressing international issues, and foster, at every opportunity, improved
diplomatic relations and deeper economic and cultural connections. Happily, in the
case of Switzerland and Liechtenstein, we build on a strong foundation.

In 1995, I visited Switzerland for the second time, after being selected to be a part
of the American-Swiss Foundation’s young leaders program. [ joined an accom-
plished group of young Americans and Swiss business and political leaders who in-
spired my interest and love for this impressive country and her people. The program
was comprehensive, and participants interacted directly with Swiss businesses and
the government—from the highest level CEOs to important government officials.

Please allow me to offer a few observations about Switzerland. Since I come from
the private sector, I'll start with a private sector fact that I hope you will find as
impressive as I do:

Switzerland is the seventh largest direct investor in the U.S., this from a country
the size of Maryland and a population of 8 million. This one fact tells us a lot about
Switzerland, not least of all that the Swiss have found a great formula for success.
But this also fells us that Swiss companies are creating jobs in the U.S. and that
there is extensive and mutually beneficial economic activity belween our countries;
[ want to help build on that.

However, our ties are not only economic. Switzerland is a constitutional republic.
Its constitution is modeled on ours. We share common values including respect for
rule of law and the notion that government is responsible to the people. Switzerland
is neutral, but is a natural friend because of the values and constitutional principles
we share. To the extent there are areas of dispute and conflict, we share a common
vocabulary for its resolution.

This is an area where the Swiss excel. In international relations, Swiss “good of-
fices” have proved vitally important over and aver. It is important the TS work
closely with Switzerland in addressing a wide variety of international challenges.

One final observation—Switzerland is an acknowledged superpower in both ap-
plied and basic research. It's not an accident that the European nuclear research
entity, CERN, and its Hadron collider, are located in Switzerland-or that the Swiss
have shrewdly placed a research-centric consulate literally halfway between Har-
vard and MIT in Cambridge, Massachusetts, If confirmed, I will work to build ever
closer ties between the U.S./Swiss and Liechtensteiner research communities, par-
ticularly in promoting apprenticeships between our countries.

I recognize that a key role for the U.S. Ambassador is to explain American foreign
policy as it is defined {y the President. Part of doing that, if confirmed, will be to
reach out and directly communicate with Swiss officials, business people, and citi-
zens. | am confident my prior experience in public relations and communications
will prove helpful and I commit to you that I will devote the time and energy nec-
essary to mastering the details of my job. I also commit to ensure that, if confirmed,
the concerns of this committee will be heard and respected.

Before closing, [ would like to note that if confirmed, 1 will eagerly draw on the
strength of the entire U.S. government, including the devoted ogicers of our U.S.
Foreign Service and the many talented individuals representing multiple agencies
of our federal government. While serving as part of our Mission in Switzerland, |
would, if confirmed as Ambassador, endeavor to deepen our partnership so as to re-
spond effectively to regional and global challenges.
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1 am profoundly grateful for the opportunity to serve our great country in a new
(and demanding) capacity. Mr. Chairman, members of the committee, thank you,
and I would be pleased to respond to any questions.

Senator JoHNSON. Thank you, Mr. McMullen.

I want to thank all of you for your opening statements.

I have got just kind of a basic opening question here, and I will
start with Congressman Hoekstra. If confirmed for this position,
can you tell me really what your top priority will be as Ambassador
to the country you will be representing?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. The top priority would be making sure that the
post in The Hague is a very effective, functioning team, to make
sure that the other priorities that we are working on, whether it
18 economic cooperation and development between us and The
Netherlands, national security cooperation, and those types of
things, fighting the war on extremism, that we can effectively exe-
cute each of those three missions. But the bottom line is we need
an effective team working together in The Hague.

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. Buchan?

Mr. BucHAN. Thank you, Senator, for that question.

As we all know, Spain has been a tremendous ally for a very long
time to America.

My priorities would be, first and foremost, to protect American
people in Spain. Then security and economic prosperity are two
areas [ would like to work on, as well as cultural and arts. But I
do think there is a lot to do in both security and particularly eco-
nomic prosperity, and those would be my two primary focuses, as
well as anything else the administration would ask me to do.

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. Grenell?

Mr. GRENELL. Thank you, Senator.

My top priority is going to be security and safety for embassy
and consular staff, first and foremost. After that, I think the Ger-
man-U.S. relationship is so strong that I want to further the ties
in every area, whether it be economic prosperity, information shar-
ing, human rights. I think I am lucky in that this bond that we
have with the Germans is very strong, and [ want to make sure
that we make it even stronger.

Senator JOHNSON. Ms. McCourt?

Ms. McCoOURT. For certain, the very top priority is to ensure the
safety of those in the mission and then all Americans in all of
France, and also to prevent, to the extent possible, and to work to-
wards preventing anything happening to the U.S. homeland.

That said, it is obvious counterterrorism and countering global
security issues is of the utmost importance, including supporting
NATO, and thereafter promoting trade and investment, which I
know is high on the administration’s agenda.

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. McMullen?

Mr. McMULLEN. Senator, I think continuing to build on the
Swiss-Liechtenstein-U.S. relationship is critical. And in doing that,
if you look at the economic side with jobs, the President has made
job creation a major component of his administration. Swiss invest-
ment in the U.S. with 480,000 jobs, many of which are high tech,
great jobs that pay well over $100,000 in salary—I think this is an
area that we really can expand. And I lock forward to Swiss busi-
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ness, Liechtensteiner business, and investing in the U.S., con-
tinuing that investment and building on it.

Senator JOHNSON. So let us go down the line again in terms of
what is the top area of cooperation economically with those coun-
tries? Congressman Hoekstra?

Mr. HOEKRSTRA. Well, the Dutch cooperate with us on a number
of areas, in terms of the economy, whether it is agricultural issues,
technology issues, water management, and those types of things.
Those are the areas where we have cooperated and [ think provide
an opportunity for additional investment, additional exploration.

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. Buchan?

Mr. BucHAN. Thank you, Senator.

You know, the Spaniards have been very active investing in
banking, construction, consumables, et cetera. It would be my goal
to continue to work along those industries. And I think in par-
ticular there is an opportunity in energy, and that is an area that
I would really like to pursue.

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. Grenell?

Mr. GRENELL. I would say the first two are energy, specifically
liquid natural gas, and expand the auto trade. As you know, Sen-
ator, there is an enormous German trade surplus, and I look for-
ward to the Commerce Department coming out with a report later
on that trade deficit report, which would give us a lot more infor-
mation.

Senator JOHNSON. Ms. McCourt?

Ms. McCoOURT. France has a broad goods and services reach, and
I would say that certainly it reaches into the air space and the
military space, the IT space, the pharma space, and definitely in-
ereasingly in the energy space,

Senator JOHNSON. Mr. McMullen?

Mr. MCMULLEN. Mr. Chairman, I think trade with Switzerland,
for a small country the size of Maryland, is pretty impressive. And
when you look at the types of trade, it is pharmaceuticals, aero-
space, gold, chemicals, and something that Americans seem to
enjoy, their Rolex and their Patek Philippes. So I think that is one
of the great Swiss assets that we have got, and it is a major trad-
ing opportunity for the U.S.

Senator JOHNSON. Well, thank you. I have efficiently used my
time. Senator Murphy?

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

I enjoyed all of your opening comments. Again, I appreciate your
willingness to serve.

Ms. McCourt, let me start with you. Russia used very familiar
cyber espionage tactics to try to manipulate France’s recent na-
tional election, tactics that we saw employed here in the United
States in 2016. Unfortunately, nearly half of U.S. voters today do
not believe that Russia interfered in the 2016 election, largely be-
ﬁauqe our President regularly calls reports of that interference a

0ax

So I wanted to ask you two questions. One, what is your personal
view of the extent of Russia’s interference in the 2016 election? Do
you believe it happened? And if so, what do you think that we can
do with France to make sure that it does not happen again either
here or in France?
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Ms. McCoURT. Thank you for your question, Senator.

By all accounts from multiple intelligence agencies, it appears
that Russia attempted to interfere with our eleclions. Thal is my
personal view.

As to what can be done about it in terms of working with France,
I believe we need to leverage our information sharing. We need to
share watch lists. We need to deal with anything that comes across
our way that further enhances relationships so that we can figure
out where these things are coming from. And the cyber issue is a
huge issue.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you for that response.

I would add to that having a coordinated strategy of repercus-
sions for Russian individuals and Russian entities that have tried
to interfere in both of our elections. I think that will be a key point
of cooperation with the French as well.

Mr. Grenell, you and I had the chance to talk about this subject,
and I want to bring it up in open session. You have had a lot of
experience that prepares you for this very important role of being
Ambassador to one of the United States’ key transatlantic allies.
But there are few professions that probably prepare you worse for
being a diplomat than being a cable news commentator. You, in
that role or connected to that role, have said some very inflam-
matory things that will be brought with you, whether you like it
or not, as you seek to represent the United States of America in
Germany.

In particular, there is a litany of very derogatory comments
about women’s personal appearances in your portfolio. I am not
going to read through them, but they include derogatory comments
about personal appearances of Hillary Clinton, Madeleine Albright,
Calista Gingrich, Rachel Maddow.

Do you regret making these statements? And do you understand
the concern some of us have about these inflammatory statements
coming with you as you seek to represent the United States as a
whole in Germany?

Mr. GRENELL. Thank you, Senator, for that question and for the
chance and opportunity to speak to it.

First of all, let me say I never want to be mean. I am not that
guy. It is certainly never my intentions to hurt anyone’s feelings.
Anybody who knows me knows that I am a very caring person and
very sensitive person. And I also appreciate good humor. Unfortu-
nately, there are times where what was intended to be humorous
turned out to be not so humorous.

Again, that was never my intention, and I regret that and want
to make sure that you understand that I view my career in two dif-
ferent phases: one, for almost 16 years as a U.S. official working
for State and local in international work. That includes 8 years at
the UN. In that capacity, I understood that when you are speaking
as a U.S. official, it is not your opinion that you are pushing, but
it is a well thought-out U.S. policy. I can simply say that going
back into the State Department, I loock forward to taking on that
role again where it is a well thought-out U.S. policy not my per-
sonal opinion.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Grenell.

Permit me to ask one quick question of Mr. Buchan.
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You rightly referenced the important counterterrorism work that
we have to do with Spain. Do you have any thoughts in your prepa-
ration for this role about the importance of information sharing
within Europe with respect to terrorist threats and the importance
of the United States pressing the Europeans to talk to each other
in a much more coordinated way to make sure that the information
that we are ultimately getting is the result of a collaborative proc-
ess. The bilateral relationship is important, but pressing our Euro-
pean partners to work better in coordination, especially those like
Spain that are under a direct counterterrorism threat, seems im-
portant as well. I wanted to raise that issue with you to see if you
had considered it.

Mr. BucHAN. Thank you, Senator Murphy.

What I do know is that the information sharing between Spain
and the United States is quite strong. Again, they have been a tre-
mendous ally and friend. So I believe that relationship is there.
Certainly in all situations, there is room for improvement.

To the extent that the administration or Senators such as your-
self view this as a high priority, of course, I will do my best to exe-
cute on that.

As far as specifics between Spain and the rest of Europe, can-
didly I have not had privy to that information at this point in time.
But if it is important to people in the administration and people
in this room, we certainly will make it a top priority.

And again, thank you for that question.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator JOHNSON. Senator Kaine?

Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

And congratulations to each of the nominees. Not only is it a real
honor to carry the title of ambassador, should you be confirmed,
but you are also going to work with great people.

And I will tell you something that I always do when I travel. I
go to missions and I ask to meet with first and second tour Foreign
Service officers without the Ambassador present. So these are peo-
ple who are new in their career at the State Department. This is
what I say to them. I say congratulations. You have gotten a job
that is really hard to get. What will make the difference between
you staying at this job and making a career out of it or leaving
after a few years? And then I do not have to say anything more,
and we have about a 2-hour discussion that is fascinating. Not any-
body has yet said you got to change out my ambassador. That is
going to be make or break.

They instead bring up all kinds of issues. And a lot of them kind
of go to an issue that [ hope you will all be mindful of if you are
confirmed, and that is they say to me some version of this. It was
really hard to get this job, and I had to go through pretty intense
security vetting to do it. And now I am in the job but I get micro-
managed. So like to order five pencils, [ have to take a lie detector
test. If you trusted me enough to vet me to do the job, trust me
enough to do the job. And I think you have this great group of peo-
ple. The sky is the limit in terms of of what they can do and the
effectiveness, and they sometimes feel really weighted down by the
kinds of things that often happen in large organizations. So just
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please recognize the quality of the people you have in your various
posts and let them be all they can be.

I am going lo confine my question Lo Mr. Buchan because Lhis
U.S.-Spain relationship is really important to me too, and you have
a really great background for this position. There is a 501(c)(3) or-
ganization called the U.S.-Spain Council that was created in the
1990s, and the tradition is that the U.S. chair is a Senator and the
Spanish chair is an industrialist. Currently I am the U.S. chair,
completing my fourth and final year as chair. The Spanish chair,
Jose Manuel Entrecanales, is the CEO of Acciona, which is a large
Spanish infrastructure firm.

It was created at a time when the relationship had challenges.
Spain was having fairly common street protests and riots about
whether they should stay in NATO. And over the course of the 25
years of the organization, it has really built up to be a very effec-
tive organization. We just had our annual meeting this past week-
end in Williamsburg, and we had Secretary Mattis talking about
the future of NATO. We had the Spanish American chef Jose An-
dres talking about shared culture. It has really turned into some-
thing strong.

The U.S. Ambassador to Spain always participates. The King
and Queen of Spain often participate. And so I would just hope to
see you in your capacity as Ambassador, Mr. Buchan, should you
be confirmed, in future years’ meetings.

And then really just one question. I think it is an opportunity,
a really important one, for the U.S. and Spain right now. I know
Prime Minister Rajoy was with the President yesterday in the Oval
Office. By all accounts, that meeting went well.

And the opportunity that I think is a shared one is Puerto Rico.
So obviously, Spain and the United States both have deep, deep
historical connections to Puerto Rico. Spain—through the settle-
ment in the 1530s, Puerto Ricans are Americans and have been
since the early 1900s. Puerto Ricans volunteer and serve in our
military to a degree virtually more than just about any other State,
patriotic Americans who are suffering one of the worst humani-
tarian crises in any part of this country probably in our history.

There is going to be a tremendous need to rebuild Puerto Rico,
infrastructure, hospitals, electricity, ports, airports, roads. Span-
iards are excellent at infrastructure. The chair of the U.S.-Spain
Council is an infrastructure guy. One of the three topics that we
had this weekend in Williamsburg was about infrastructure. Vir-
ginia does public-private partnerships in a really interesting way.
I did it when I was Governor. And often it was the Spaniards who
were the contracting firms and the Australians who would figure
out how to finance the deals, and we would do these projects in
Virginia.

I think there is a critical humanitarian need to really be firm in
our commitment to the Americans in Puerto Rico and to help re-
build. And I think the Spaniards not only have expertise but have
a real deep cultural interest in this, and there might be some won-
derful opportunities right out of the gate for a U.S. Ambassador to
work together to help forge partnerships to do it. And I just wanted
to put that on the table and say I think there is going to be a great
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opportunity immediately, and I would love to work together with
you on a matter like that, should you be confirmed.

Mr. BucHAN. Thank you, Senator Kaine.

I too agree that there is a great opportunity here. We can cer-
tainly address the human needs. It is all about building bridges in
opinion and making the human connection. And this sounds like a
great idea. We know that some of the largest construction and in-
frastructure firms in the world are based in Spain. We also know
that some of those are based in the United States. So I look for-
ward to working with you and whomever else on this fantastic
idea. And thank you for that.

Senator KAINE. Great. Thank you so much.

Thanks, Mr. Chair.

Senator JOHNSON. Senator Markey?

Senator MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, very much.

And congratulations to each of you on this nomination.

Jamie McCourt I have known for decades and her background is
very diverse. She brings a life of very, very interesting and I think
instructive life experience that can help her be a very good Ambas-
sador for our country to France. One of her sons—she talked about
her four sons, her start-ups. One of them was an intern in my of-
fice 10 years ago. So I have known the family for a long time.

So I guess my first question I will just throw to you because you
are arriving just as President Macron is really beginning his presi-
dency and saying that he wants to reinvigorate the EU, that he
wants to reexamine its institutions. People on this committee do
believe in a strong EU-American partnership. It has been basically
the cornerstone of civilization since World War II.

Can you lalk about what you think the role of the United States
g:i\ln b(;aoin partnering with France to strengthen the KU in the years

ead’

Ms. McCourt. First, Senator, thank you for those wonderful
words. I hope I live up to it, should I be confirmed.

And second, yes, [ would love to address your question. I think
where we share a lot of value and values is with free trade, and
I know that President Macron is a strong advocate of free trade
within the EU and puts a lot of pressure on others in the EU in
that regard, and I think that is incredibly helpful.

I think that there is a great respect for goods trade, services, cap-
ital, and all of the things that we also care about. And I think that
it is very important that we work together to ensure that there is
a very healthy trade between the EU and the United States.

Senator MARKEY. Thank you.

Mr. Grenell, Russia has an increasingly aggressive military pos-
ture. They are in violation of the INF agreement. This increased
tension is something that is obviously going to require U.S. and
German partnership in order to deal with this changing Putin era
of defense view of our relationship. Can you give us some sense of
how you perceive the INF issue, what you would encourage the
Germans to do in response to those violations, and how you might
think that we could achieve that in a partnership between our
country and the Germans?

Mr. GRENELL. Thank you, Senator, for that question.
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I would first start by saying I spent 8 years at the U.N. working
with the EU-3 and Germany very closely. So the Germans, the
Brilish, and the French I think are very keen on working together.
Despite the issues that the EU are going through right now, I
think we can rely on those three to really confront the Russia
issue. I have been very encouraged by Chancellor Merkel even
through this election with the possible coalition that is forming.
They are all united, no matter what the coalition comes out to be,
that Russia must be stopped, that the NATO alliance, that the Eu-
ropean alliance is crucial. I look forward to working with the Ger-
mans to strengthen that. I know we have had some issues and I
know Congress has some very specific issues on NATO spending,
and I look forward to working with the Germans to increase that
as well.

Senator MARKEY. Could you speak specifically to this INF issue,
hawsver, which is a cornerstone of security in the European the-
ater?

Mr. GRENELL. Sure. Senator, I look forward to working with the
team at the German mission. I look forward to working with the
State Department on this issue. This is one issue that we have not
been fully briefed on, and what I would want to do is have a very
well thought-out U.S. policy on that.

Senator MARKEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Markey.

Senator Murphy does have a couple extra questions.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Just a
few additional questions.

Congressman Hoekstra, good to see you. I would like to think
that I set a trend here. I got to introduce my 2012 Senate opponent
before the committee that was considering her nomination to be the
Administrator of the SBA. And so I was glad to have Senator Sta-
benow here with you today giving you a similar ringing endorse-
ment.

Here is my only question for you. I mentioned in my opening re-
marks that our unique partnership with Europe—and The Nether-
lands is clearly an important ally in Europe—is based on interests
and values. And The Netherlands have some of the most progres-
sive laws on LGBT rights in the world. Your personal and political
views on that subject might not match up with those that are en-
shrined in the law there. Can you just speak to that issue and the
concern that some of us may have about sending an ambassador
who may bring with him or her a record on an issue that is very
important your host country views you may not share?

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Yes. I mean, the Dutch and the United States
share a tradition of defending human rights, the value, the dignity
of every individual. And so while my personal views may differ
from where the Dutch have moved in terms of their public policy,
the bottom line is my personal respect and value that I have for
every single human being I think matches the Dutch very, very
well. We may differ on some political processes or some political
implementation of those values, but the fundamental respect for
every individual is consistent. If confirmed, my job as the Ambas-
sador is not to go and try to influence those. It is to respect the
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decisions that they have made, that they believe are most appro-
priate for their country. And I will respect their decisions.

Senator MUrPHY. Well said. Thank you.

Mr. Grenell, one final question on policy not on style. But one of
the constant challenges in our relationship with Germany is mak-
ing sure that they both walk the walk and talk the talk on the
issue of energy independence. Ultimately Russia’s ability to manip-
ulate continental affairs in Europe is related to their continued
ability to send large amounts of petroleum products into Europe.
And one of the ways they are seeking to tighten that grip is a new
pipeline called Nordstream II that would essentially allow them to
circumvent Ukraine, thus frankly increasing their leverage over
Ukraine, decreasing Ukraine’s potential leverage over Russia.

I just want to ask if you are familiar with this product and how
you see advocacy on the issue of stopping Nordstream II as part
of your mission.

Mr. GRENELL. Thank you, Senator, for that question.

Yes, I am familiar with this issue and I view it very much as a
security issue. I think we can really make the case that having a
broader energy policy for the Germans and for all of Europe is bet-
ter for security. I look forward to making that case, working with
the State Department. And I know the mission in Berlin is focused
on it as well.

Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy.

Again, I want to thank all of our witnesses, your willingness to
serve, your families. Being Ambassador of the United States to
these nations is a critical job. You need to represent American val-
ues to those countries, but it is also important that you recognize
you have to represent their viewpoint back to the United States.
It is really a two-way street.

So I was struck in my meetings with all of you—and I appreciate
the time you took—that you have a great affinity for the countries
that you have been nominated to represent. Many of you speak flu-
ently the language, which is going to be extremely helpful. So I do
commend President Trump on five, I think, very qualified decent
human beings that arc going to be America’s representatives as
Ambassadors to these nations. So again, thank you for your will-
ingness to serve and sacrifice.

With that, the hearing record will remain open for 2 days until
September 29th at 5:00 p.m. for the submission of statements and
questions for the record.

This hearing is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 3:30 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]

Additional Material Submitted for the Record

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD
SUBMITTED TO PETER HOEKSTRA BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your
actions?
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Answer. Human rights have been an important focus throughout my career. On
my overseas trips, I would meet frequently with and advocate on behalf of those in-
dividuals and groups who face diserimination in their countries. Some of these in-
cluded the Coptic Christians in Egypt and Chaldeans in Irag. [ also met secretly
on occasion with these Christian communities because of the risk to them to meet
with me publicly.

Since then, the conditions of Chaldeans have deteriorated significantly with the
surge of ISIS in Traq. I would like to believe that meeting with tﬁgse Christians pro-
vided encouragement to them—they knew the U.S. Congress was interested in their
situation.

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in the Nether-
lands today? What are the most important steps you expect to take—if confirmed—
to advanee human rights and demoeracy in the éether ands and, working in part-
nership with the Dutch, to promote human rights around the globe? What do you
hope to accomplish through these actions?

Answer. Chapter 1 of the Constitution of the Netherlands codifies many human
rights, and the Netherlands is signatory to all relevant international human rights
instruments. In practice the Netherlands is a strong advocate of human rights glob-
ally. However, as in many countries, challenges remain.

he most significant human rights issue is increasing societal animosity and dis-
crimination against members of certain ethnic and religious minority groups, par-
ticularly Muslim immigrants from North Africa, Turkey, and the Middle East, and
rising anti-Semitism. There are also concerns ahout discriminatory rhetoric from
far-right political party leaders and members. If confirmed, I will seek ways to co-
operate with the Government of the Netherlands on these issues, as the Nether-
lands is also seeking ways to address these challenges. 1 will also work with my
staff in our Mission to see what creative programming we can bring to bear in our
outreach activities to promote religious tolerance and equality.

Question 3. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe-
cific human rights issues you have identified in your previous response? What chal-
lenges will you face in the Netherlands in advancing human rights, civil society and
democracy in general?

Answer. The Government of the Netherlands is a global leader in addressing
human rights issues at home and around the world, and 1 commend their recent
efforts such as their new national campaign featuring well-known personalities to
“knock down” discrimination, and enhancements to their national action plan to
counter diserimination, including stronger security for Jewish and Muslim commu-
nities. Countering societal discrimination in particular is a challenge for many coun-
tries, as it involves changing beliefs and attitudes toward other groups which are
sometimes deep-rooted and often sparked by a lack of knowledge of the other. Build-
ing more communication channels and interfaith cooperation s a critical part of
this, as well as economic and social integration. If confirmed, I look forward to sup-
porting the Netherland’s efforts in dealing with this challenge; one that is occurring
in many countries, where there has been an increase in migrants fleeing the vio-
lence and conflict in their home countries,

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights
NGOs from the Netherlands?

Answer. Yes. | recognize the value of meeting with civil seciety—not only to en-
courage those involved in this vital part of society but to also gain a better under-
standing of the dynamics, context, and environment related to a particular issue.
Like many of our diplomatic missions overseas, the staff' at our Mission The Hague
already knows the critical role that civil society as a whole, including faith commu-
nity members and leaders, plays in promoting human rights and accountability.
Civil society engagement is a key part of Mission engagement with host countries
around the world, and if confirmed, | would facilitate and strongly support this. As
a member of the Executive Committee of the Netherlands American Foundation, I
am fortunate to be in a position to reach out easily to NGOs here in the United
States that may be involved or interested in the Netherlands.

Question 5. Will you and your embassy team actively engage with the Nether-
Iand(t:’m address cases of key political prisoners or persons otherwise unjustly tar-
geted”

Answer. We are not aware of such cases in the Netherlands, but if confirmed I
would engmfe, together with my embassy team, to address any cases of persons pos-
sibly unjustly targeted should such occasions arise.
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Question 6. If confirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist-
ance and security cooperation activities reinforee human rights?

Answer. 1 will support my team in the Mission in the Netherlands in imple-
menting the provisions outlined in the Leahy Law, which requires vetting of secu-
rity force units including police and military who receive assistance from the United
States, If there is credible information that a security force unit or individual com-
mitted gross violations of human rights, we will take the necessary steps in accord-
ance with the law and Department policy, including working to ensure the respon-
sible units and individuals do not receive U.S. assistance and assisting their respec-
tive governments in bringing them to justice.

Question 7. Will you engage with Dutch Government officials on matters of
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission?

Answer. Yes. | am committed to ensuring our Mission remains engaged on these
issues. As Secretary Tillerson has said, American leadership requires moral clarity.
We are strongest when our values and those of our allies are aligned. No one should
have to live n fear, worship in secret, or face discrimination because of his or her
beliefs. If confirmed, I will ensure that engagement on human rights and good gov-
ernance remains an integral component of our mission.

Question. 8. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff members
who come from diverse backgrounds and undm‘represent;etjJ groups in the State De-
partmont?

Answer. Diversity is one of the things that makes America great. Throughout my
career, both as a member of the House of Representatives and in the private sector,
I have worked to ensure the organizations I led reflected the diversity of our country
and upheld the principals of equal opportunity. If confirmed, I would uphold the
same principles of equality and equal opportunity throughout Mission the Nether-
lands. As I stated in my testimony, 1 have a fundamental respect for every indi-
vidual, and if confirmed, 1 will demonstrate that as Ambassador.

Question 9. What steps will you take to ensure each of the sugervisors at the Em-
bassy are fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive?

Answer. | understand the critical importance of ensuring Mission the Netherlands
remains a welcoming and inclusive environment. If confirmed, I will not only lead
by example, demonstrating my own commitment to diversity and inclusiveness, but
I will also work with my Depuly Chiel of Mission and Country Team to ensure that
all Mission the Netherlands supervisors uphold equal employient opportunity prin-
ciples. I will also direct our hﬁssiou managers responsible for hiring and recruit-
ment to ensure that Embassy The Hague and Consulate General Amsterdam re-
main diverse and inclusive workplaces where all team members have an equal op-
portunity to achieve success.

Question 10. Do you commit to bring to the committee’s attention (and the State
Department Inspector General) any change in pnlicy or U.S. actions that you sus-
pect may be influenced by any of the President’s business or financial interests, or
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns tﬁat I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 11. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to
suspect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is tak-
ing any action in order to benefit any of the President’s business or financial inter-
ests, or the interests of senior White House staft?

Answer. I commit to cumpl})lr with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 12. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan-
cial interests in the Netherlands?

Answer. My investment portfolio includes companies that have a presence in the
Netherlands, but | have worked closely with the State Department Ethics Office and
the Office of Government Ethics and will divest my interests in those companies the
State Department Ethies Office deems necessary to avoid a conflict of interest. | am
committed to ensuring that my official actions will not give rise to a conflict of inter-
est, and I will remain vigilant with regard to my ethics obligations.

Question 13. Have there have been any material chunifas to your financial assets,
income, or any other information requested by the OGE financial disclosure form
since the date you signed it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you
have raised them witﬁ OGE,
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Answer. I know of no significant change in my financial affairs since I filed my
report. I am committed to ensuring that my official actions will not give rise to a
confliet of interest and will remain vigilant with regard to my ethics obligations.

Question 14. Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions is critical to their
success. What is your diplomatic plan to build support within the Netherlands for
stronger sanctions on Russia?

Answer, If confirmed, [ will be committed to working closely with the Netherlands
to maintain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The U.S. Govern-
ment has employed a collaborative and consultative approach with the Netherlands
on sanctions, and I will continue to seek feedback from the Dutch, who have been
reliable partners on Russia sanctions.

The Dutch are steadfast on Russian sanction issues, and we will continue to co-
ordinate closely on these sanctions, which support our important, common work in
resolving the conflict in Ukraine, opposing the Russian occupation of Crimea, and
[n'eventmg future meddling by Russia in foreign elections-while also remaining vigi-
ant against unintended consequences for our partners. Close coordination with al-
lies such as the Netherlands is crucial for the sanctions to achieve their ultimate
goal of changing the Russian Government’s behavior.

Question 15. How will you seek to boost resilience to Russian meddling within
Dutch institutions and civil society? What assistance priorities will you push with
Duteh counterparts to shore up resilience elsewhere in Europe?

Answer. Russia is engaged in a canmpaign of disinformation and malign influence
activities to undermine core institutions of the West and to weanken faith in the
democratic and free-market systems. Given the nature and breadth of Russia’s cam-
paign, it is important for the United States not only to pursue a whole-of-govern-
ment approach but also work closely with Allies to expose and counter these cam-

aigns.
£ TEI:L Netherlands has first-hand experience of Russian malign influence. The
Dutch intelligence service AIVD publically confirmed Russia tried to influence the
March 2017 Dutch elections by spreading fake news, though Dutch intelligence
found that Russia did not succeed in “substantially influencing” the election process.
The Netherlands shares our concerns about ongoing Russian disinformation eam-
paigns and malign influence activities across the region. If confirmed, I will make
1t & priority to work to strengthen our coordination with the Netherlands to detect
and counter these activities that seek to undermine demoeratic institutions and
principles.

Question 16. If the United States withdraws from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action without evidence of a material breach, how do you anticipate that the
Netherlands will respond based on statements from the past few weeks as well as
EU statements?

* Do you believe that the best policy for the United States, if we walk away from
the nuclear agreement with Iran, is to impose sanctions on European companies
and banks that continue to do business with Iran?

e What national security priorities other than Iran could be negatively impacted

by tensions in the transatlantic alliance stemming from unilateral U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA?

Answer. The administration is currently conducting a review of the JCPOA and
our broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongoing, the United States will
continue to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects Iran to do the same.
In addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implementation of the JCPOA,
a goal shared by Netherlands and all of our European partners. | cannot prejudge
the outcome of the administration’s review in terms of sanctions implications or how
Netherlands will respond.

Regardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, close coordination with
Europe will be crucial, If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to ensure
that we closely coordinate with the Netherlands to ensure the effectiveness of any
mensures to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, steps to combat Iran’s
malign activities more broadly, including its ballistic missile program and support
for terrorism, and other U.S. national security priorities.

Question 17. International cooperation to address climate change is a top priority
for the Netherlands. The U.S. is historically, across multiple past administrations,
a constructive partner with the Netherlands and other European allies on address-
ing climate change through multilateral forums including the UN.CCC and the
Paris Agreement, the IPCC, G20, G7, the GEF and GCF. Given the President’s an-
tipathy towards international cooperation on climate chnn[i;e, how do you intend to
approach this issue that the Netherlands' leaders care deeply about?
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As one of the lowest lying nations in the world, the Netherlands is highly vulner-
able to the effects of climate change, namely sea level rise. In light of this risk, the
Dutch lead the world in engineering solutions to sea level rise and have created cli-
mate change adaptation technologies that the Dutch can export and develop around
the world. How will you approach discussing climate change action and investment
in a country that is experiencing the very real and present threats from climate
change, as a representative of an administration that very plainly denies the exist-
ence of this threat and is actively defunding federal investments in science and tech-
nology that could help the Dutch and others better understand the threat of climate
change? What lessons do you think the U.S’s most climate vulnerable communities
can learn from the Dutch’s experience and investments?

Answer. The administration supports a balanced approach to climate policy that
lowers emissions while promoting economic growth and ensuring energy security.
The President determined the terms of our current engagement in the Paris Agree-
ment did not balance those factors, and on June 1, he announced the intent to with-
draw from the Paris ement. As the President has indicated, he is open to re-
engaging in the Paris eement if the United States can identify more favorable
terms. The United States respects the efforts of those countries that continue to par-
ticipate in the Paris Agrﬂument.

At the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Hamburg, Germany, the United States joined the
other G20 members in reiterating a collective commitment to mitigate greenhouse
gas emissions, including through increased innovation in sustainable and clean en-
ergy and energy efficiency, and working towards low greenhouse-gas emission en-
ergy systems. The Dutch are proactively addressing rising sea levels through inno-
vative technologies and initiatives, and they have success ullty turned their expertise
into opportunities for Dutch companies. If confirmed, I look forward to working with
Dutch interlocutors and our European allies to seek common ground and develop
a way forward on this important, issue.

Findin, waga to bring together Duteh engineering and water management solu-
tions and U.S. technology and innovation presents a profound opportunity to en-
hance both of our countries efforts in this arena. Many state and ll;cal governments
have already sought out Dutch expertise on water managBment, and many low lying
areas in the United States could benefit from adapting Dutch solutions fo mitigate
the effects of sea level rise. I will make it a priovity to build on existing relation-
ships and identify new opportunities for collaboration between our countries to har-
;wss innovation and technology breakthroughs to combat climate change and its ef-
ects.

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED TO
RicHARD DUKE BUCHAN III BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Question 1. Have you employed or paid any workers (including but not limited to
farmhands, housekeepers, nannies, gardeners, handymen, drivers, caretakers) that
you have become aware may not have had legal documentation or for whom taxes
were not. properly withheld? If yes, please provide details and an explanation of the
1ssue.

Answer. No, to the best of my knowledge.

Question 2. Have you paid all legally required employer taxes tor any workers you
have employed in the previous 10 years?

Answer. Yes, to the gesl: of my knowledge.

Question 3. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career
to dutevw promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your
actions?

Answer. Human rights and democracy are not just ideas but fundamental values
that have shaped our society and my life. My family taught me to always respect
the honor and dignity of everyone around me. Everybody must be treated equally.
No one should face discrimination, especially not because of race, sex, religion, age,
disability, national origin or any other status. | also believe in American democracy
and its eight tenets: individual worth, individual freedom, equality, popular sov-
ereignty, majority rule, minority rights and limited government. It is these demo-
cratic values that enable people to control their own lives, which is the most basic
human right.

While these values are natural and self-evident, they must be nurtured. That's
why 1 believe in inclusion. 1 have always promoted diversity in the businesses that
I have worked for and owned. That's also why my family has long provided mean-
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ingful support to educational institutions such as Harvard University that fervently
promote human rights and democracy, to organizations whose good works include
educating young pirls in impoverished countries, and to church missions. 1 have also
volunteered in electoral politics in an effort to get more people involved in our demo-
cratic elections.

Although it is difficult to measure the impact of my actions, I believe they have
been positive. If confirmed, I will continue to advance human rights and democracy
as Ambassador to Spain.

Question 4. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in Spain today?

e What are the most important steps you expect to take—if confirmed—to ad-

vance human rights and demoeracy in Spain and Andorra?

 What do you hope to accomplish through these actions?

e If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the specific human

%hts issues you have identified in your previous response?

. at challenges will you face in Spain and Andorra in advaneing human rights,

civil society and democracy in general?

Answer. Spain and Andorra ave strong partners in advancing human rights
around the world. Nevertheless, some important challenges remain. In Andorra,
issues persist regarding the rights of workers to bargain collectively. Andorran law
does not provide sufficient protection from anti-union discrimination. Access for per-
sons with disabilities is another area where improvements can be made.

In Spain, the recent European refugee and migration challenge has brought to
light reports concerning the denial of access to asylum and forced returns of asylum
seekers by police. Human trafficking, including f:'lbor and sex trafficking, remains
a prominent concern, as well as gender-based violence and continued societal dis-
crimination against members of racial, religious, and ethnic minorities, persons with
disabilities, and members of the LGBTI community. However, Spain’s strong actions
in the area of human rights have been essential in addressing these concerns. For
example, the Barcelona administration launched a 28-point action plan in January
2017 to address rising anti-Muslim sentiment. Spain also earned a Tier 1 ranking
in the State Department’s annual Trafficking in Persons Report, a mark of the Gov-
ernment’s full commitment to combat human trafficking, as outlined in the report.

If confirmed, | am committed to continuing Mission Spain/Andorra’s engagement
with Spanish and Andorran officials to combat all forms of intolerance and to
strengthen res for human rights. | would also look forward to strengthening
Mission Spain/Andorra’s programs in combating human trafficking and corruption,
addressing human rights abuses against refugees and migrants, and promoting good
governance, If confirmed, I will strongly support the Department of State’s ongoing
work with these European partners.

Question 5. Arve you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights
NGOs in the Spain and Andorra?

Answer, If confirmed, | am committed to sustaining engagement with a broad
spectrum of society among European publics, including human rights activists, civil
society, religious groups, and the organizations that represent them.

Question 6. Will you and your embassy team actively engage with Spain to ad-
dress cases of key political prisoners or persons otherwise unjustly targeted?

Answer. I am not aware of such cases in Spain or Andorra, but if confirmed, 1
would certainly engage with Spanish and Andorran authorities to address cases of
persons unjustly targeted when such occasions arise.

Question 7. If confirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist-
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights?

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure the Mission continues to vet thoroughly all in-
dividuals and unifs nominated to participate in U.S.-funded security assistance ac-
tivities, in accordance with the Leahy law. If there are findings of credible informa-
tion regarding gross violations of human rights, we will take the necessary steps
in accordance with the law and Department policy, inclnding working to ensure the
responsible parties do not participate in U.S.-funded training and will assist their
respective governments to bring them to justice.

Question 8. Will you engage with Spanish and Andorran officials on matters of
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission?

Answer. | am committed to ensuring our Mission remains engaged on these
issues. As Secretary Tillerson has said, American leadership requires moral clarity.
We are strongest when our values and those of our allies are aligned, and when we
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hold our rivals accountable for human rights abuses at home. If confirmed, T will
ensure that engagement on human rights, civil rights, and governance remains an
integral component of our Mission.

Question 9. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that come
from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Service?
s What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the Embassy are
fostering an environment that's diverse and inclusive?

Answer. I am committed to egual employment opportunity principles. If con-
firmed, 1 will foster a diverse an}i inclusive team across Mission Spain, and will
communicate that this is a priority for me as the Ambassador. If confirmed, I will
urge the Mission to reflect our whole-of-mission commitment to promoting diversity
and inclusion. In keeping with Secretary Tillerson's strong emphasis on diversity,
I will ensure all supervisors have access to and avail themselves of opportunities
to receive regular formal training and regular guidance on EEO principles, diver-
sity, and inclusion to sensitize them to these important issues and maximize diverse
talents in our workforce.

Question 10. Do you commit to bring to the committee’s attention (and the State
Department Insfs]pectm‘ General) any change in Palicy or U.S. actions that you sus-
pect may be influenced by any of the President’s business or financial interests, or
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Queestion. 11. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to
suspect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is tak-
ing any action in order to benefit any of the President’s business or financial inter-
ests, or the interests of senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to cumplz with all relevant federal ethies laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 12. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan-
cial interests in Spain or Andorra?

Answer. My investment portfolio includes companies that have a presence in
SpainfAndorra, but | have worked closely with the State Department Ethics Office
and the Office of Government Ethics and will divest my interests in those companies
the State Department Bthies Office deems neeessary to avoid a conflicl of inlerest,
I am committed to ensuring that my official actions will not give rise to a conflict
of interest, and I will remain vigilant with regard to my ethics obligations.

Question 13. Have there have been any material chun%&s to your financial assets,
income, or any other information requested by the OGE financial disclosure form
since the date you signed it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you
have raised them with OGE.

Answer, Since my OGE financial disclosure statement dated April 2017, there
have not been material changes in my overall financial assets and income. In June
2017, 1 invested in an assisted living and memory care facility located in the South-
eastern United States for the amount of $3.9 million that will have an asset value
of approximately $20 million. I am committed to ensuring that my official actions
will not give rise to a conflict of interest and will remain vigilant with regard to
my ethies obligations.

Question 14. Russia Sanctions: Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions
is critical to their success. What is your diplomatic plan to build support within
Spain for stronger sanctions on Russia?

Answer. If confirmed, 1 will be committed to working closely with Spain to main-
tain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The 11.S, Government has
employed 2 eollaborative and eonsultative approach on sanetions, and [ will continue
to seek feedback from Spain, which has been a steadfast partner on Russia sane-
tions.

My goal is to ensure these sanctions support our important, common work in re-
solving the conflict in Ukraine, restoring control of Crimea to Ukraine, and pre-
venting future meddling by Russia in foreign elections-while alse remaining vigilant
agzﬁnﬁt unintended consequences for our partners. I will likewise remain nundful
of our many foreign policy priorities related to Europe as the U.S. Government and
the EU implement these sanctions, including our commitment to promoting Euro-
pean energy security. Close coordination with our allies is crucial to enabling the
sunctions to achieve their ultimate goal: imposing costs on Russia sufficient to
change the Russian Government's behavior.
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Question 15. Russian Malign Influence: How will you seek to boost resilience to
Russian meddling within Spanish institutions and civil society? What assistance pri-
orities will you push with Spanish counterparts to shore up resilience elsewhere in
Europe?

Answer. Russia is engaged in a campaign of disinformation and malign influence
activities to undermine core institutions of the West and to weaken faith in the
democratic and free-market systems. This campaign is aggressive, coordinated, and
involves the entire Russian Government. The United States should continue to work
closely with its Allies and partners, such as Spain, to enhance collective resilience
against these threats. Given the nature and breadth of Russia’s campaign, it is im-
portant for the United States not only to pursue a whole-of-government approach
but also work closely with Allies such as Spain to expose and counter these cam-
paigns. If confirmed, I will work closely with the Spanish Government to support
this effort.

Question 16. 1f the United States withdraws from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action without evidence of a material breach, how do you anticipate that Spain
will respond based on statements from the past few weeks as well as EU state-
ments?

e Do you believe that the best policy for the United States, if we walk away from
the nuclear agreement with Iran, is to impose sanctions on European companies
and banks that continue to do business with Iran?

e What national security priorities other than Iran could be negatively impacted

by tensions in the transatlantic alliance stemming from unilateral U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA?

Answer. The administration is currently conducting a review of the JCPOA and
our broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongoing, the United States con-
tinues to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects Iran to do the same. In
addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implementation of the JCPOA, a
goal shared by Spain and all of our European partners. I cannot prejudge the out-
come of the administration’s review in terms of sanctions implications or how Spain
will respond.

Regardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, unity with Europe will
be crucial. If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to ensure that we
closely coordinate with Spain to ensure the effectiveness of any measures to prevent
Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, steps to combat Iran’s malign activities more
broadly, including its ballistic missile program and support for terrorism, and other
U.S. national security priorities.

Question 17. International cooperation to address climate change is a top priority
for Spain. The U.S. is historically, across multiple past administrations, a construc-
tive partner with Spain and other European allies on addressing climate change
through multilateral forums including the UN.CCC and the Paris Agreement, the
IPCC, G20, G7, the GEF and GCF. Given the President’s antipathy towards inter-
national cooperation on climate change, how do you intend to approach this issue
that Spain’s leaders care deeply about?

Answer. The administration supports a balanced approach to climate policy that
lowers emissions while promoting economic growth and ensuring energy security.
The President determined the terms of our current engagement in the Paris Agree-
ment did not balance those factors, and on June 1, he announced the intent to with-
draw from the Paris Agreement. As the President has indicated, he is open to re-
engaging in the Paris Agreement if the United States can identify more favorable
terms. The United States respects the efforts of those countries that continue to par-
ticipate in the Paris Agreement.

At the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Hamburg, Germany, the United States joined the
other G20 members in reiterating a collective commitment to mitigate greenhouse
gas emissions, including through increased innovation in sustainable and clean en-
ergy and energy efficiency, and working towards low greenhouse-gas emission en-
ergy systems. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Spanish interlocutors and
our European allies to seek common ground and develop a way forward on this im-
portant issue.
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED TO
RicHARD DUKE BUCHAN III By SENATOR MARCO RUBIO

Question 1. If confirmed, do you commit to discuss consistently with the Spanish
Government the U.S. pesition on the Castro regime?

o If confirmed, would you encourage the Spanish Government to consider similar
measures to isolate the Castro regime?

Answer. Human rights in Cuba remain a significant concern. President Trump’s
new Cuba policy is an important step in the right direction to put pressure on t?ne
Government to address these troubling issues.

If confirmed, I will advocate for the official U.S. position on Cuba consistently
with the Spanish Government and will encourage it to make human rights a pri-
ority issue n its dealings with the Cuban Government.

Question 2. If confirmed, do you commit to create and maintain a dialogue with
the Spanish Government on the need to oppose the anti-democratic Maduro regime?

o If confirmed, would you encourage the Spanish Government to consider similar

measures to isolate the Maduro regime?

Answer. Venezuela’s further slide away from democracy is deeply troubling, and
the July 30 Constituent Assembly elections imposed on the Venezuelan eu;ﬁe un-
dermine their right to self-determination. Spain is an important partner in pushing
back against the Maduro regime’s abuses of power. Spain has been a strong voice
in Latin America and within the EU for sanctions and other measures,

If confirmed, I look forward to coordinating closely with Spain on additional steps
to address the crisis in Venezuela. Already, Spain has actively worked with us and
with EU partners on additional measures similar to those already implemented by
the United States. If confirmed, I will encourage Spain to continue leading within
the EUI on this issue.

Question 3. If confirmed, do you commit to discuss consistently with the Spanish
Government the U.S. position on the Castro regime?

o If confirmed, would you encourage the Spanish Government to consider similar

measures to isolate the Castro regime?

Answer. Human rights in Cuba remain a significant concern. President Trump's
new Cuba policy is an important step in the right direction to put pressure on the
Government to address these troubling issues,

If confirmed, T will advocale for the official U.B. position on Cuba consistent]
with the Spanish Government and will encourage it to make human rights a pri-
ority issue in its dealings with the Cuban Government.

Question 4. If confirmed, do you commit to create and maintain a dialogue with
the Spanish Government on the need to oppose the anti-democratic Maduro regime?

o If confirmed, would you encourage the Spanish Government to consider similar

measures to isolate the Maduro regime?

Answer. Venezuela's further slide away from democracy is deeply troubling, and
the July 30 Constituent Assembly elections imposed on the Venezuelan people un-
dermine their right to self-determination. Spain is an important partner in pushing
back against the Maduro regime’s abuses of power. Spain has been a strong voice
in Latin America and within the EU for sanctions and other measures.

If confirmed |, 1 look forward to coordinating closely with Spain on additienal steps
to address the crisis in Venezuela. Already, Spain has actively worked with us and
with EU partners on additional measures similar to those already implemented by
the United States. If confirmed, 1 will encourage Spain to continue leading within
the EU on this issue.

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED TO
RICHARD GRENELL BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career
to damvtn promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your
actions?

Answer. In the roughly eight years I spent as the Head of Press and Public Diplo-
macy at the United States Mission to the U.N. | consistently raised the issue of
human rights, highlighted the abuses of authoritarian regimes, and advocated for
the rights of gays and lesbians around the world. In particular, I sought out ways
to support international organizations concerned about gay and lesbian equality in
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countries throughout Africa and the Middle East who were petitioning the U.N. for

reater action. | regularly met with foreign diplomats based at the U.N. or visiting
the U.N. who were g&jy, fo understand their issues and concerns and to learn from
them as fo what the U.N. and specifically the U.S. could do to help them. | regularly
highlighted to senior State Department officials in Washington, DC the stories of
violence endured by gays and lesbhians in other countries and regularly requested
that State Department spokespeople publicly condemn the violence. The impact of
my regular and continued advocacy is still unknown. While 1 have seen some ac-
tions taken to condemn egref{imua violence, I still believe more can be done to pro-
mote equality for gays and lesbians in foreign countries. As a foreign policy com-
mentator, I have also spoken about and written numerous articles condemning au-
tocracies, such as Venezuela and Russia, and advoeating for America to prioritize
democeracy promotion.

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in German
today? What arve the most important steps you expect to take—if confirmed—to ad-
vance human rights and democracy in Germany and, working in partnership with
Germany, to promote human rights around the globe? What do you hope to accom-
plish through these actions?

o If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the specific human
rights issues you have identified in your previous response? What challenges
will you face in Germany in advancing human rights, civil society and democ-
racy in general?

Answer. Germany has a stmng overall record of ﬁmmcrjng human rights at home
and is a valuable partner in defending human rights around the globe. One of the
most pressing human rights concerns in Germany is the integration of asylum seek-
ers, refugees, and migrants who have arrived in Germany over the past several
ﬂem's. The influx of such a large number of asylum seekers and refugees has exacer-

ated tensions within society; consequently, extremism and xenophobia have been
an increasingly significant problem, including attacks on ethnic non-Germans. The
German Government has taken steps to counter such extremism and xenophobia,
and the authorities continue to impﬁement measures to facilitate the integration of
the recently-arrvived refugees and migrants. There have also been reports of anti-
Semitic and homophobic attacks, discrimination of persons with disabilities, and un-
fair treatment of Muslim women wearing headscarves in the workplace. We saw
pmi,gress on this front when the Bundestag voted on June 30 to amend Germany's
civil code to legalize sume-sex marriage. Also positive is the fact that legal recourse
is available to women who feel they have been treated unfairly or demed employ-
ment for their religious dress.

If confirmed, I will use every opport.unilg to promote the message of the impor-
tance of diversity and human rights, including the rights of LGBT individuals, mi-
grants, minorities, women, and persons with disabilities. Germany is already a glob-
al leader in advancing human rights and demoeracy around the world and it regu-
larly raises concerns both publicly and in its bilateral and multilateral engagements
witg foreign governments, inc]ucﬁng with Iran, Russia, China, and Venezuela. Ber-
lin also frequently coordinates with Waﬁhin}g{mn in supporting United Nations reso-
lutions and U.N. Human Rights Council (HRC) statements that highlight human
rights. If confirmed, | intend to continue this close partnership with Germany in ad-
vocating for human rights throughout Europe and the world.

Question 3. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights
NGOs in Germany?

Answer, If confirmed, I am committed to working with human rights, civil societ

roups and NGOs to advance U.S. priorities, including human rights. If confirmed,
would welcome the opportunity to meet with experfs in these areas in bhoth the
United States and Germany.

Question 4. Will you and your embassy team actively engage with Germany to ad-
dress cases of key political prisoners or persons otherwise unjustly targeted?

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with German authorities to press countries
around the world to address cases of key political prisoners and persons otherwise
unjustly targeted.

Question 5. If confirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist-
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights?

Answer, If confirmed, I will ensure the Embassy continues to vet thoroughly all
individuals and units nominated to participate in U.S.-funded security assistance
activities, in accordance with the Leahy law. If there are findings of credible infor-



752

mation regarding gross violations of human rights, we will take the necessary steps
in accordance with the law and Department policy, including working to ensure the
responsible parties do not participate in U.S.-funded training and will assist their
respective governments to bring them to justice.

Question 6. Will you engage with Germans on matters of human rights, civil
rights and governance as part of your bilateral missien?

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will continue the U.S. Mission’s strong partnership
with the German Government and German civil society to engage on matters of
human rights, civil rights and governance.

Question 7. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff members
who come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the State De-
partment?

» What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the Embassy are

fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive?

Answer. If confirmed, T will commit to promoting, mentoring, and supporting staff
members from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups. I wifl( make it a
priority to foster a diverse and inclusive team at our Mission and encourage all su-
pervisors to take available courses on EEO principles, diversity, and related issues.
I will lead by example and articulate my desire to hear diverse opinions and diverse
backgrounds. T will also visibly lead public diplomacy events with outreach to gays
and lesbians in Germany, including in immigrant communities.

Question 8. Do you commit to bring to the committee’s attention (and the State
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus-
pect may be influenced by any of the President’s business or financial interests, or
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 9. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus-
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking
any action in order to benefit any of the President’s business or financial interests,
or the interests of senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 10. Do you or do any members of your immediate tamily have any finan-
cial interests in the Germany?

Answer. Neither I, nor any member of my immediate (amily, hus any financial
interests in Germany.

Question 11. | understand that you have written many articles and op-eds over
the past eight years on foreign policy issues, including with respect to Moldova. Did

ou receive any payment or any other form of compensation for vour writings on
Kluldova? If s0, who provided those payments? Was any compensation vou received
on behalf of, or provided indirectly, by a foreign government, foreign political party,
foreign orgunization, or foreipn national?

Answer. | have written numerous personal opinion pieces on foreign policy and
national security issues over the years. | have also expressed my views and opinions
through television interviews. A small number of these opinion pieces and inter-
views have related to Moldova, primarily to highlight Russia‘s campaigns of misin-
formation, prnpagundu and meddling around the world. Russian interference in
other countries’ domestic affaivs has f;ae.n a consistent theme in my work, including
my work to highlight examples in Turkey, Ukraine, Montenegro, Poland, Georgia,
Estonia, and with Radio Free Europe and Voice of America. I did not receive any
compensation for that work. | believe strongly in confronting threats to demaocracy,
and all of those views were my own opinion.

Question 12. Did anyone request or direct you to write op-eds on Moldova? If so,
who? Was any request made on behalf of a foreign government, foreign political
party, foreign organization, or foreign national? If not, what motivated you to write
the op-eds?

Answer. No, the op-eds that you are referring to—like all of the op-eds I have
written or the personal opinions I have expressed publicly—reflect my informed
views and ideas and not anyone else's. Russinn meddling in Central and Eastern
Europe has been a constant theme in my work; and current events have borne out
my long-held views. My motivation in writing or speaking on any particular subject
is because I think it is important. Additionally, I am heartened to see how impor-
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tant the subject of Russian meddling has become with the U.S. media and with
Americans.

Question 13. Have there have been any material changes to your financial assets,
income, or any other information requested by the OG% financial disclosure form
since the date you signed it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you
have raised them with OGE.

Answer. No. There have been no material changes to my financial assets, income,
or any other information since the date I signed the OGE financial diselosure form.

Question 14. Russia Sanctions: Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions
is critical to their success. What is your diplomatic plan to build support within Ger-
many for stronger sanctions on Russia?

Answer. If confirmed, I will be committed to working closely with Germany to
maintain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The U.S. Govern-
ment has employed a collaborative and consultative approach on sanctions, and I
will continue to seek feedback from our allies, who have been steadfast partners on
Russia sanctions. 5

My goal is to ensure these sanctions support our important. common work in re-
solving the conflict in Ukraine, restoring control of Crimea to Ukraine, and }n'e-
venting future meddling by Russia in foreign elections-while also remaining vigilant
against unintended consequences for our partners. I will likewise remain mindful
of our many foreign policy priorities related to Germany as I contribute to the U.S.
Government’s implementation of these sanctions, including our commitment to pro-
moting European energy security and encouraging interoperability in NATO weallla-
ons systems. Close coordination with our German allies is crucial to enabling the
sanctions to achieve their ultimate goal: imposing costs on Russia sufficient to
change the Russian Government's behavior.

Question 15. How will you seek to boost resilience to Russian meddling within
German institutions and civil society? What assistance priorities will you push with
German counterparts to shore up resilience elsewhere in Europe?

Answer. Russia uses a constellation of approaches, overt and covert, to influence
the policies of other governments and undermine domestic stability in Europe. Rus-
sia seeks to weaken Eurapean unity and erode faith in demoeratic institutions, A
Europe whole, free, and at peace is in the interests of the United States. Efforts
to disrupt demoeratic processes and weaken unity directly and negatively affect U.S.
interests and security, while institutionalized respect for%umun rights, good govern-
ance, and rule of law contributes to long-term stability. By promoting our shared
democratic values, and by holding our European partners accountable to their com-
mitments and the rule of law, the United States strengthens our Earl;ners' capabili-
ties to mitigate vulnerabilities to malign influences and counter threats to their se-
curity and sovereignty, The approach to this must be comprehensive and whole-of-

uyer{:ment, and the Department of State has a critical yole to play in addressing

18 threat.

The German Government has become increasingly concerned about Russian inter-
ference in its politics. If confirmed, I will prioritize efforts to build and strengthen
Germany's resilience against Russia’s efforts fo undermine these democratic proc-
esses, including through exchanges of information and best practices, as well as pro-
gramming for the German public. Secretary Tillerson has been clear that he views
as the highest priorities for U.S. assistance those areas of Central and Eastern Eu-
rope affected by pressure from the Russian Federation. We will work with our Ger-
man partners fo continue ongoing assistance efforts and engagements that seek to
build and reinforce the rule of law. support democratic institutions, promote human
rights, and drive economic development in vulnerable countries in Europe.

Question 16. If the United States withdraws from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action without evidence of a material breach, how do you anticipate that Ger-
many will respond based on stiatements from the past few weeks as well as EU
statements?

Answer. German authorities at various levels have underscored publicly the im-
portance German P}:iamu on the JCPOA. The administration is currently conducting
4 review of the JCPOA and our broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongo-
ing, the United States will continue to implement its JCPOA commitments, and ex-
pects Iran to do the same. In addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict im-
plementation of the JCPOA, a goal shared by Germany and all of our European
partners. I cannot prejudﬁe the outcome of the administration’s review in terms of
sanctions implications or how Germany will respond.

Regnrdless of the outcome of the administration’s review, close coordination with
Germany will be erucial. If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to en-
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sure that we closely coordinate with Germany to ensure the effectiveness of any
measures to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, steps to combat Iran’s
malign activities more broadly, including its ballistic missile program and support
for terrorism, and other U.S. national security priorities.

Question 17. Do you believe that the best policy for the United States, if we walk
away from the nuclear agreement with Iran, is to im;lmse sanctions on European
companies and banks that continue to do business with lran?

Answer. The administration is currently conducting a review of the JCPOA and
our broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongoing, the United States will
continue to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects Iran to do the same.
In addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implementation of the JCPOA,
u goul shared by our German partners. [ cannot prejudge the outcome of the admin-
istration's review in terms of sanctions implications.

Regardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, close coordination with
Germany will be crucial. If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to en-
sure that we closely coordinate with our German partners and the European Union
to ensure the effectiveness of any measures to prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear
weapon and to combat Iran’s malign activities more broadly, including its ballistic
missile program and support for terrorism.

Question 18. What national security priorities other than Iran could be negatively
impacted by tensions in the transatlantic alliance stemming from unilateral U.S.
withdrawal from the JCPOA?

Answer. The administration is currently conducting a review of the JCPOA and
its broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongoing, the United States will
continue to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects Iran to do the same.
In addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implementation of the JCPOA,
n goal shared by our German partners.

pardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, close coordination with
Germany will be crucial. Germany remains key to addressing any number of other
pressing international issues, including combatting terrorism and addressing the
threat from North Korea. Our German partners want to work with us to address
these challenges, and if confirmed, [ will focus on ensuring the United States and
Germany remain in lockstep on these issues.

Question 19. International cooperation to address climate change is a top priority
for Germany. The U.5. is historically, acrass multiple pust adiministrations, @ con-
structive partner with Cermany and other Buropean allies on addressing climate
change through multilateral forums including the UNCCC and the Paris Agree-
ment, the IPCC, G20, G7, the GEF and GCF. Given the President’s antipathy to-
wards international cooperation on climate change, how do you intend to approach
this issue that Germany’s leaders care deeply about?

Answer. The administration supports a balanced approach to climate policy that
lowers emissions while promoting economic growth and ensuring ene security.
The President determined the terms of our current engagement in the Paris Agree-
ment did not balance those factors, and on June 1, he announced the intent to with-
draw from the Paris Agreement. As the President has indicated, he is open to re-
engaging in the Paris Agreement if the United States can identify more favorable
terms. The United States respects the efforts of those countries that continue to par-
ticipate in the Paris Agreement.

At the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Hamburg, Germany, the United States joined the
other G20 members in reiterating our collective commitment to mitigate greenhouse
gas emissions, including through inereased innovation in sustainable and clean en-
ergy and energy efficiency, and working towards low greenhouse-gas emission en-
ergy systems. The United States has a strong record of reducin%vg'reenh(mse-gas
emissions through technology, innovation, and entrepreneurship. We will continue
to be a world leader in innovation, particularly the dlevelopment of next-generation
energy technology.

The United States will send a delegation to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 23rd annual Conference of the Parties
(COP23) in November in Bonn and plans to continue to participate in negotiations
related to the Paris Agreement—including those to develop guidance for the Paris
Agreement—in order to protect U.S. interests. If confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with Germany and our European allies to seek common ground and develop a
way forward on this important issue.
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED TO
JAaMIE MCCOURT BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your caveer
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your
actions?

Answer. As a Board member of Business Executives for National Security (BENS)
since 2011, I have taken several field visits to countries affected by human rights
issues. In 2012, we visited Myanmar. The fgt:oﬂ.l of this trip was to learn firsthand
about the challenges facing the country by focusing on political reforms, Myanmar's
relationship to China, and the effectiveness of U.S. sanctions on Myanmanr.

Also in 2015, I joined BENS on a trip to the Republic of Korea. This trip focused
on the ROK-US alliance. the security sitnation on the Korean Peninsula, human
rights issues past and present, the Japan-Korea relationship and the ROK economy.

I have also served on UNCEF’s Southern California Regional Board since 2013
and support UNCEF's National Board. I traveled with the U.S. Fund for UNCEF
to the Middle East where [ visited the Za'atari refugee camp in Amman, Jordan.
During this visit I was able to observe UNCEF programs in action and speak di-
rectly to the refupees to see what their most pressing needs were for additional he]‘).
After Jordan, we traveled to Israel to review the status and future of UNCEF's role
there as well.

I am also a supporter of AIPAC, whose mission is to strengthen, protect and pro-
mote the U.S.-Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security and protect the
democracies of the United States and Israel. In 2014, I attended the AIPAC Policy
Conference in Washington, D.C. One of the main seminar topics was the status of
the Middle East’s Jewish refugees. Following the conference, 1 had the opportunity
to travel back to D.C. for a private meeting at the AIPAC offices to further the con-
versation and to learn more about AIPAC's programs,

In addition, as a proud supporter of Israel and the Jewish community, I was ex-
tremely honored to receive the Scopus award in December of 2006, It is the highest
humanitarian honor given by the American Friends of the Hebrew University.

In January of 2011, I traveled to Ethiopia to visit the Ethiopian Children’s Fund
(ECF) School in the Village of Aleltu for the groundbreaking of the Gelila Assefa
Puck Vocational Training Center. Gelila and Wolfgang Puck are close friends and
I was pleased to support this very worthwhile project. The vocational training cen-
ter, which opened in 2013, provides those who have graduated from the ECF School
with additional training toward a career. ,

I have supported Human Rights Watch (HRW) since being introduced to the orga-
nization by a very close friend who is the Co-Chair of the LA Committee and a
member of the International Board of Directors, as well as by other friends who are
officers of the organization. I have also had private conversations with Ken Roth,
the Executive Director of HRW.

During the past several years, I have given a keynote address on financial self-
sufficiency at many of the top graduate business schools including Harvard, Colum-
bia and MIT. I am a strong advocate for education and a passionate supporter of
financial self-sufficiency for women.

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in France and
Monaco today? What are the most important steps you expect to tuke—if con-
firmed—to advance human ri;izhts and democracy in France and Monaco, and, work-
ing in partnership with your host government, to promote human rights around the
globe? What do you hope to accomplish through these actions?

o If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the specific human
rights issues you have identified in your previous response? What challenges
will you face in France and Monaco in advancing human rights, civil society and
democracy in general?

Answer. Respect for human rights is a core American value. There should be no
room for hate crimes against members of valnerable communities such as religious
minorities, LGBTI individuals, migrants, or persons with disabilities. Although both
France and Monaco have strong records on human rights, ganeral ly speaking, if con-
firmed, I will strongly support the Department of State’s ongoing work with our
French and Monegasque partners to combat all forms of intolerance and to strength-
en respect for human rights. 7

America’s alliances are strongest when our values and those of our allies are
aligned. The United States has been diligent in encouraging its allies, including the
French, to remain firmly committed to our shared democratic principles and rule of
law. If confirmed, I will work in partnership with France to speak up against re-
strictions on civil society and free expression, diserimination against members of mi-
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nority groups, and steps that undermine the independence of the judiciary or other-
wise may threaten the foundations of constitutional order.

Question. 3. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights
NGOs in Franee and Monaco?

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to sustaining engagement with a broad
spectrum of society in the United States, France, and Monaco, including human
r:lghts NGOs, civil society. religious groups, and the organizations that represent
them.

Question. 4. Will yon and your Embassy actively engage with relevant govern-
ments in France and Monaco to address cases of key political prisoners or persons
otherwise unjustly detained in their states?

Answer. I am not aware of such cases in France and Monaco, but if confirmed,
I would certainly engage with French and Monegasque authorities to address cases
of persons unjustly targeted when such occasions arise.

Question 5. 1f confirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist-
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights?

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure the Embassy continues to implement the pro-
visions of the Leahy law. If there are findings of credible information regarding
gross violations of human rights, we will ftake the necessary steps in accordance
with the law and Department policy.

uestion 6. Will you engage with the people of France and Monaco on matters
of human rights, civil rights and accountable governance as part of your bilateral
mission?

Answer. I am committed to ensuring our Embassy and Consulates in France re-
main engaged on these issues. As Secretary Tillerson has said, American leadership
requires moral elarity. If confirmed, [ will ensure that engagement on human rights,
in::l\uding civil rights, and governance remain integral components of our mission.

Question 7. What will you do to promote, mentor and sup?‘on your staff that come
from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Service?
» What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the Embassy are
fostering an environment that’s diverse and inclusive?

Answer. | am committed to equal employment oppertunity principles. If con-
firmed, I will foster a diverse and inclusive team within Mission France and commu-
nicate this as a priority for me as the Ambassador. If confirmed, I will urge the Mis-
sion to reflect our commitment to promoting diversity and inclusion.

Further, in keeping with Secretary Tillerson’s strong emphasis on diversity, if
confirmed, I will ensure all supervisors at all of our posts in France have access to
and avail themselves of of:portunities to receive regular formal training and regular
guidance on EEO principles, diversity, and inclusion to sensitize them to these im-
portant issues and maximize diverse talents in our workforce,

Question 8. Do you commit to bring to the committee’s attention (and the State
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus-
pect may be influenced by any of the President’s business or financial interests, or
the business or financial interests of any senior White House stqT?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 9. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus-
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking
any action in order to benefit any of the President’s business or financial interests,
or the interests of senior White House staff?

Answer. T commit to cnmpl}); with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

?uestion 10. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan-
cial interests in France and Monaco?

Answer. Potential conflicts involving any financial interests of mine have been ad-
dressed by the ethics officials of the Department of State and by the Office of Gov-
ernment Ethics and have been resolved in my ethics agreement. As for members of
my immediate family, my adult sons have an interest in a professional football (soc-
cer) team in Mm*seiﬁes. I have no financial interest of any kind in the team. I will
remain vigilant with regard to my ethics obligations and am committed to ensuring
that my actions will not give rise to a conflict of interest.
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Question 11. Have there have been any material chnn[,l{fs to your financial assets,
income, or any other information requested by the OGE financial disclosure form
since the date you signed it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you
have raised them with OGE.

Answer. [ know of no significant change in my financial affairs since 1 filed my
report. I am committed to ensuring that my official actions will not Five rise to a
conflict of interest and will remain vigilant with regard to my ethies obligations.

Russia Sanctions

Question. 12. Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions is critical to their
success. What is your diplomatic plan to build support within France for stronger
sanctions on Russia?

Answer. Maintaining transatlantic unity on sanctions has been a key component
of U.S. policy towards Russia. If confirmed, I commit to working closely with France
to maintain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The U.S. Govern-
ment has employed a collaborative and consultative approach on sanctions, and 1
will continue to seek feedback from France, which has been a steadfast partner on
Russia sanctions.

My goal will be to ensure these sanctions support our impoertant, common work
in resolving the conflict in eastern Ukraine, restoring eontrol of Crimea to Ukraine,
and preventing future meddling by Russia in foreign elections-while also remaining
vigilant against unintended consequences for our partners. I will likewise remain
mindful of our many foreign policy priorities related to France as 1 contribute to the
U.S. Government’s implementation of these sanctions, including our commitment to
promoting Buropean energy security and encouraging interoperability in NATO
weapons systems. Close coordination with our French allies is crucial to enabling
the sanctions to achieve their ultimate goal: imposing costs on Russia sufficient to
change the Russian Government’s behavior.

Russian Malign Influence

Question 13. How will you seek to boost resilience to Russian meddling within
French institutions and civil society? What assistance priorities will you push with
French counterparts to shore up resilience elsewhere in Europe?

Answer. Russia is engaged in a campaign of disinformation and malign influence
activities to undermine core institutions of the West and to weaken faith in the
democratic and free-market systems. This campaign is aggressive, coordinated, and
involves the entire Russian Government. The United States should continue to work
closely with its Allies and partners to enhance collective resilience against these
threats. Given the nature and breadth of Russia’s campaign, it is important for the
United States not only to pursue a whole-of-government approach but also work
closely with Allies to expose and counter these campaigns.

If confirmed, 1 will promote cooperation with our Allies to build resilience in
France and all NATO countries, as well as address vulnerabilities in Ukraine, Geor-
gia, and the Western Balkans. I will push for the continuation of programs that pro-
mote the protection of human rights, build and reinforce the rule of law, support
democratic institutions, and promote economic development in France and else-
where in Europe. Furthermore, 1 will work closely with France on implementation
of the Countering America’s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act to maintain unity
on implementation of sanctions in order to further exert economic pressure on Rus-
sia to modify their aggressive behavior.

Question I14. If the United States withdraws from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action without evidence of a material breach, how do you anticipate that France
will respond based on statements from the past few weeks as well as EU state-
ments?

» Do you believe that the best policy for the United States, if we walk away from
the nuclear agreement with Iran, is to impose sanctions on European companies
and banks that continue to do business with Iran?

e What national security priorities other than Iran could be negatively impacted
by tensions in the transatlantic alliance stemming from unilateral U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA?

Answer. French authorities at various levels have underscored publicly the impor-
tance France places on the JCPOA. The administration is currently conducting a re-
view of the JCPOA and our broader approach to Iran, While that review is ongoing,
the United States continues to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects
Iran to do the same. In addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implemen-
tation of the JCPOA, a goal shared by France and all of our European partners.
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| cannot prejudge the outcome of the administration’s review in terms of sanctions
implications or how France will respond.

gardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, unity with France will
be crucial. If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to ensure that we
closely coordinate with France to ensure the effectiveness of any measures to pre-
vent, [ran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, steps to combat Iran’s malign activities
more broadly, including its ballistic missile program and support for terrorism, and
other U.S. national security priorities.

Question 15. We've seen France make leadership on climate action a central tenet
of their foreign policy. This has been exemplified through the leadership they've
shown on the issue through the Paris Agreement/G20/G7. ders from France have
not heen shy about raising climate change with President Trump and have publicly
expressed frustration over the U.S. retreat from leading on this issue, What will you
do to reassure France that the U.S. can be counted on as a strong leader and part-
ner on climate action?

Answer. The administration supports a balanced approach to climate policy that
lowers emissions while promoting economic growth and ensuring energy security.
The President, determined the terms of our current engagement in the Paris Agree-
ment did not balance those factors, and on June 1, he announced the intent to with-
draw from the Paris Agreement. As the President indicated in his June 1 announce-
ment and subsequently, he is open to reengaging in the Paris Agreement if the
United States can identify terms that are more favorable.

The United States respects the efforts of those countries that continue to partici-
pate in the Paris Agreement. If confirmed, I look forward to working with French
iterlocutors and our European allies to seek common ground and develop a way
forward on this important issue.

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED TO
EpwARD T. MCMULLEN, JR. BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your
actions?

Answer. While my career has been In business, I have dedicated much of my per-
sonal time to charitable efforts ensuring opportunities for those less fortunate, Oune
example, relevant to human rights coneerns we have around the world, is the treat-
ment of prisoners.

I have worked for 20 years as a mentor and donor to empower young low income
adolescents in need. 1 began teaching an entrepreneurship class to students in the
South Carolina Juvenile Justice prison. Most were low income minority offenders
whose families offered no direction. These students, some of our state’s most serious
youth offenders, were acting with rage and living a life surrounded by drugs and
weapons,

1 sevalnped a curriculum specific to helping these students have a mentor and
skills that would build their self-respect. I taught them basic math and investment
skills and then progressed to helping them start a business, all while they were in-
carceraled. T spenl many hours—as long as they needed—to teach them and provide
a true opportunity for rehabilitation. I personally funded some of their concepts and
helped them see how hard work and ideas can change their lives. The resulting ben-
efit of this work was watching these young and angry lost children become, over
time, motivated, informed and eager entrepreneurs who could leave the prison with
hope and opportunity.

Question 3. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in Switzerland
and Liechtenstein today? What are the most important steps you expect to take—
if confirmed—to advance human rights and democracy in Switzerland and Liech-
tenstein, and, workin%_' in_partnership with your host government, to promote
hum%n rights around the glnli)e? What do you hope to accomplish through these ac-
tions?

o If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the specific human
riglhts issues you have identified in your previous response? What challenges
will you face in Switzerland and Liechtenstein in advancing human rights, cvil
society and democracy in general?

Answer. Switzerland and Liechtenstein each have a strong record on human

rights and we are important partners in addressing human rights challenges around
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the world based on the common values we share. The State Department’s annual
Human_ Rights Report lists challenges these countries face, including instances of
discrimination against minority groups, and, if confirmed, | will continue to raise
these 1ssues. However, a larger part of our human rights work with Switzerland and
Liechtenstein is our common efforts to advance human rights avound the globe.

Human rights are a core value Switzerland advoeated ?m‘ multilaterally and bilat-
erally. Swiss efforts played a role in the releases of Chibok girls from Boko Haram
in Nigeria in October 2016 and May 2017. Switzerland also holds repular human
rights consultations with China, Russia, [ran, Vietnam, Cuba, Indonesia, and
Tajikistan. In addition, the Government maintains a separate human rights strat-
eg%as part of the Foreign Ministry’s wider strategic agenda.

e face numerous challenges in this work. Human rights issues around the world
often seem intractable. Switzerland and the United States will sometimes have dif-
ferent, areas of emphasis or different approaches to a problem. If confirmed, I will
continue our work with Switzerland to ensure our efforts are coordinated, and that
we achieve more together than we would have separately. such as with respect to
major sporting organizations based in Switzerland. Ensuring that we keep lines of
communication open will maximize our impact.

Question 3. Are you committed to meeting with human riﬁhts. civil society and
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights
NGOs in Switzerland and Liechtenstein?

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to sustaining engagement with a broad
spectrum of civil society in Switzerland and Liechtenstein, including human rights
activists and religious groups, and the organizations that represent them.

Question 4. Will you and your embassy team actively engage with Switzerland
and Liechtenstein to address cases of key palitical prisoners or persons otherwise
unjustly targeted?

Answer. If confirmed, I will engage Swiss and Liechtensteiner authorities and call
on them to enlist their assistance m the resolution of cases involving victims of po-
litically-motivated prosecution around the world in a fair and timely manner, re-
specting human rights and fundamental freedoms, including all the protections and
fair trial puarantees necessary for their defense.

Question 5. 1If eonfirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist-
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights?

Answer. If confirmed, T will ensure the Department continues to thoroughly vet
all individuals and units nominated to participate in U.S.-funded security assistance
activities, in accordance with the Leahy law. If there are findings of credible infor-
mation regarding gross violations of human rights, we will take the necessary steps
in accordance with the law and Department policy, including working to ensure the
responsible parties do not participate in U.S.-funded training and will assist their
respective governments to bring them to justice.

(guesrion 6. Will you engage with the Swiss on matters of human rights, civil
rights and accountable governance as part of your bilateral mission?

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will continue the U.S. Mission’s strong partnership
with the Swiss Government and civil society to engage on these topics.

Question 7. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff who come
from diverse hackgrounds and underrepresented groups in the State Department?

o What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the Embassy are
fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive?

Answer. I am committed to equal employment opportunity principles. If con-
firmed, I will foster a diverse and inclusive team at Emgasﬁ Bern and communicate
this is a priority for me as the Ambassador. If confirmed, [ will also urge the Em-
bassy to reflect our whole-of-mission commitment to promoting diversity and inclu-
sion. In keeping with Secretary Tillerson’s strong emphasis on diversity, | will en-
sure all supervisors at the Embassy have access to zms avail themselves of opportu-
nities to receive regular formal training and regular guidance on EEO principles,
diversity, and inclusion to sensitize them to these important issues and maximize
diverse talents in our workforce.

Question 8. Do you commit to bring fto the committee’s attention (and the State
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or ULS. actions that you sus-
pect may be influenced by any of the President’s business or financial interests, or
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns tﬁat I may have through appropriate channels.
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Question 9. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus-
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking
any action in order to benefit any of the President’s business or financial interests.,
or the interests of senior White House staff?

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels.

Question 10. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan-
cial interests in the Switzerland and/or Liechtenstein?

Answer. My investment portfolio includes diversified mutual funds that may have
investments in Switzerland and Liechtenstein. However, investments in diversified
mutual funds are exempt from the conflicts of interest rules. I will divest my inter-
ests in any future investments the State Department Kthics Office deems necessary
to avoid a conflict of interest. I am committed to ensuring that my official actions
will not give rise to a conflict of interest, and [ will remain vigilant with regard to
my ethics obligations.

Question 11. Have there have been any material changes to your financial assets,
income, or any other information requested by the OGE financial disclosure form
since the date you signed it? If so, please list and explain below, and whether you
have raised them with OGE.

Answer. | know of no significant change in my financial affairs since I filed my
report. | am committed to ensuring that my official actions will not give rise to a
conflict of interest und will remain vigilant with regard to my ethies obligations.

Question 12. Russia Sanctions: Unity with European partners on Russia sanctions
is critical to their success. What is your dj?plomatic plan to build support within
Switzerland for stronger sanctions on Russia?

Answer. If confirmed, | will be committed to working closely with Switzerland to
maintain unity on Russia sanctions and their implementation. The U.S. Govern-
ment has employed a collaborative and consultative approach on sanctions, and [
will continue to seek feedback from Switzerland, which ﬁns been a partner on ensur-
in% Switzerland is not used to evade Russia sanctions.

he administration’s goal is to ensure that sanctions support our important, com-
mon work in resolving the conflict in Ukraine, restoring control of Crimea to
Ukraine, and preventing future meddling by Russia in foreign elections-while also
remaining vigi?ant, against unintended consequences for our partners. | will likewise
remain mindful of our many foreign poliey priorities, including our commitment to
promoting European energy security, related to Europe as the U.S. Government, aud
the EU implement these sanctions, and Switzerland works to prevent their cir-
cumvention through entities based in Switzerland. Close coordination with our part-
ners is crucial to enabling the sanctions to athieve their ultimate goal: imposing
costs on Russia, sufficient to change the Russian Government’s behavior.

Question 13. Russian Malign Influence: How will you seek to boost resilience to
Russian meddling within Swiss institutions and civil society? What assistance prior-
ities"wi]l you push with Swiss counterparts to shore up resilience elsewhere in Eu-
rope?

Answer. Russia is engaged in a campaign of disinformation and malign influence
activities to undermine core institutions of the West and to weaken faith in the
democratic and free-market systems. In Europe, the Unitad States is seeking Lo ve-
duce vulnerabilities, strengthen democratic institutions, eliminate corruption, and
diversify energy supplies. The effects of Russian pressure continue to be greatest in
the neighboring states of Ukraine and Georgia, where Russia undermines the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of those countries. The Western Balkans are also
increasingly a target, as Russia is trying to block the Eurc-Atlantic integration of
the region. It is important our assistance deter Russian agpression against these
countries as well as encourage reforms in them to eliminate fraud and abuse and
reorient their economies away from Russian economic pressure.

If confirmed, I will promote cooperation with our partners to build resilience in
Switzerland. I will push for the continuation of programs that promote the protec-
tion of human rights, build and reinforce the rule of law, support demoeratic institu-
tions, and promote economic development in vulnerable countries in partnership
with Switzerland. Furthermore, I will work closely with Switzerland as rcnntribute
to the U.S. Government’s implementation of the Countering America’s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act to maintain unity on implementation of sanctions in order
to furt%ner exert economic pressure on Russia to modify its aggressive behavior.

Question 14. If the United States withdraws from the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action without evidence of a material breach, how do you anticipate that Switzer-
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land will respond based on statements from the past few weeks as well as EU state-
ments?

e Do you believe that the best policy for the United States, if we walk away from
the nuclear agreement with Iran, is to impose sanctions on European companies
and banks that continue to do business with Iran?

» What national security priorities other than Iran could be negatively impacted
by tensions in the transatlantic alliance stemming from unilateral U.S. with-
drawal from the JCPOA?

Answer. The administration is currently conducting a review of the JCPOA and
our broader approach to Iran. While that review is ongoing, the United States con-
tinues to implement its JCPOA commitments, and expects Iran to do the same. In
addition, the United States seeks to ensure strict implementation of the JCPOA, a
goal shared by Switzerland and our European partners. | cannot prejndge the out-
come of the administration’s review in terms of sanctions implications or how Swit-
zerland will respond.

Regardless of the outcome of the administration’s review, unity with Europe will
be erucial. If confirmed, it will be one of my highest priorities to ensure that we
closely coordinate with Switzerland to ensure the effectiveness of any measures to
prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon, steps to combat Iran’s malign activi-
ties more broadly, including its ballistic missile program and support for terrorism,
and other UL.S. national security priorities.

Question 15. International cooperation to address climate change is a top priorit
for Switzerland and Liechtenstein. The U.S. is historically, across multiple past ad-
ministrations, a constructive partner with Switzerland, Liechtenstein, and other Eu-
ropean allies on addressing climate change through multilateral forums including
the UNCCC and the Paris ﬁgmement. the IPCC, G20, G7, the GEF and GCF. Given
the President’s antipathy towards international cooperation on climate change, how
do you intend to approach this issue that Switzerland’s and Liechtenstein’s leaders
care deeply about?

Answer. The administration supports a balanced approach to climate policy that
lowers emissions while promoting economic growth and ensuring energy security.
The President determined the terms of our current engagement in the Paris Agree-
ment did not balance those factors, and on June 1, he announced the intent to with-
draw from the Paris Agreement. As the President has indicated, he is open to re-
engaging in the Paris Agreement if the United States can identify more favorable
terms, The United States respects the efforts of those countries that continue to par-
ticipate in the Paris Agreement.

At the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Hamburg, Germany, the United States joined the
other G20 members in reiterating a collective commitment to mitifﬂtﬁ reenhouse
gas emissions, including through increased innovation in sustainable and clean en-
ergy and energy efficiency, and working towards low greenhouse-gas emission en-
ergy systems. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Swiss and
Liechtensteiner interlocutors and our European allies to seek common ground and
develop a way forward on this important issue.








