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NOMINATIONS 

TUESDAY, JULY 18, 2017 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:02 a.m., in Room 

SD-419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Ron Johnson pre
siding. 

Present: Senators Johnson [presiding], Risch, Gardner, Young, 
Isakson, Murphy, Menendez, Shaheen, Udall, Kaine, and Merkley. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RON JOHNSON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM WISCONSIN 

Senator JOHNSON. Good morning. This hearing of the Senate For
eign Relations Committee will come to order. I want to welcome ev
erybody. We gather today to consider the nominations of two am
bassadorships and two senior positions at the State Department. 

Mrs. Callista L. Gingrich is the President's nominee to be the 
U.S. Ambassador to the Holy See. 

Mr. Nathan Alexander Sales is the President's nominee to be co
ordinator for counterterrorism with the rank and status of Ambas
sador-at-Large. 

Mr. George Edward Glass is the nominee to be the U.S. Ambas
sador to Portugal. 

Mr. Carl C. Risch is the President's nominee to be the Assistant 
Secretary of State for Consular Affairs. 

I want to welcome the nominees and their families to this com
mittee and congratulate them on their selection by the President. 
Thank you for your willingness to serve. 

I also want to note that we have Congressman Rooney here sup
porting Mrs. Gingrich. Congressman Rooney was the Congressman 
from Florida and also the Ambassador to the Holy See during 
President Bush's term. 

This committee is also honored to welcome our distinguished col
leagues who will introduce two of our witnesses, the senior Senator 
from Oregon, Senator Ron Wyden, and an esteemed member of this 
committee, Senator Portman from Ohio. Thank you both for being 
here today. 

With that, I will recognize Senator Wyden to introduce Mr. 
Glass. 

(345) 
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STATEMENT OF HON. RON WYDEN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM OREGON 

Senator WYDEN. Mr. Chairman, thank you for _your courtesy. As 
Senator Portman knows, we are right in the middle of debating tax 
reform, I know a topic of great interest to many Senators here, and 
I am trying to help out Chairman Hatch, so I will make this a fili
buster-free opportunity, Mr. Chairman. 

And it is a great privilege to be able to introduce a longtime 
friend George Edward Glass. Mr. Glass has been nominated to 
serve as our next Ambassador to Portugal. 

And as we begin this discussion, I am glad that the President 
has begun submitting more nominees to the Senate for consider
ation,- because we all understand that having a Senate-confu.ned 
Ambassador makes a world of difference when challenges emerge, 
as this committee knows better than just about anybody. 

Knowing Mr. Glass as I do, I am confident that, as all of you get 
to know him better, you are going to report him favorably to the 
S1mate fl oor . 

As he is going to tell you, George Glass is an Oregonian through 
and through. He was born in Eugene. He attended college there, 
graduating from the University of Oregon. Like me, he is a Duck, 
and he has continued to be involved with the university, with the 
community, as he has been recognized as a pillar of Portland's fi
nancial, real estate, and tech communities. 

He has been involved in a number of projects to help our commu
nity. I am particularly pleased that he has had a long interest in 
the Oregon Health and Science University. They are a lifeline in 
terms of reaching out to our community and to those who have 
really found it hard to access health care. He has been a trustee 
for the Oregon Health and Science University, a former president 
of the University of Oregon Alumni Association, and also a member 
of the Catholic Business Leaders Association. 

I just feel very strongly that as you look to Portugal and to that 
part of the world, we are going to need people who have dem
onstrated a track record of stepping up, being involved in their 
community, someone with expertise in a variety of areas, not just 
his chosen p1·ofession of finance, but health care, with his back
ground at Oregon Health and Science. 

And I believe that as you get to know him and confirm him, after 
you have had a chance to hear from him, you will come to the con
clusion I have, which is George Glass has values shared by Ameri
cans and by those in the country he seeks to serve, Portugal. 

And I very much appreciate my colleagues going out of order to 
extend this courtesy to me. And my guess is Chairman Hatch is 
probably grateful to you all as well, as we try to keep matters pro
ceeding in the Finance Committee. 

So thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I very much look for
ward to members of the committee getting to know George Glass, 
as I have. I think you will come to the same judgment I have, that 
he will serve and reflect great credit on the United States in this 
position. 

Thank you very much. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thanks, Senator Wyden, for the great intro

duction and your strong support for the nominee. 
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As long as you are taking a look at my corporate tax reform, I 
really do encourage you to get out of here and get back to the task 
at hand. 

Senator Portman? 

STATEMENT OF HON. ROB PORTMAN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM OHIO 

Senator PORTMAN. Thank you, Chairman Johnson. 
I will be joining my colleague in a minute back on the tax reform 

front, but I wanted to be here to welcome this distinguished group 
of nominees. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve. And to Mr. Risch and 
Mr. Glass, you have just gotten a nice accolade from someone who 
will help you not just in this committee but in the vote on the floor. 

To Callista Gingrich, again, thank you for serving. You could 
have no better person behind you than former Ambassador to the 
Holy See, Francis Rooney. That means a lot to all of us, and we 
are looking forward to supporting you. 

Finally, Nathan Sales, Mr. Chairman, he is from Ohio. 
Senator JOHNSON. I wouldn't have guessed. 
Senator PORTMAN. Yes, you wouldn't have guessed. Did I tell you 

that he was from Ohio? 
But we are very proud of him. He is before this committee to be 

the next coordinator for counterterrorism at the State Department, 
so, obviously, an incredibly vital national security position that 
needs to be filled as quickly as possible. 

And by the way, in these national security positions, we need to 
have honorable, capable individuals who understand the impor
tance of that mission, protecting the homeland but also working 
with our allies to combat the threat of global terrorism. So we are 
pleased to have you here. 

Did I mention he is from Ohio? 
Senator JOHNSON. You did. It never hurts to mention it again. 
Senator PORTMAN. Okay. Canton, Ohio, to be specific. He also in-

tended Ohio's Miami University. He then, for some reason, headed 
south and went to Duke Law School. Following law school, he did 
clerk for the Honorable David B. Sentelle of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, a very prestigious position. 

And he is no stranger to public service. He served in the Office 
of Legal Policy at the Department of Justice, and then as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Policy at the Department of Homeland Se
curity during the George W. Bush administration, where I also 
served. There, he focused on intelligence, information-sharing, ter
rorist travel. 

At DHS, he drafted critical legislation to improve the security of 
our visa waiver program, something that the chairman and I have 
had deep interest in, in his other role as chairman of the Govern
ment Affairs and Homeland Security Committee. 

In the past 2 years, Nathan returned to the private sector and 
academia. He has been counsel at Kirkland & Ellis here in Wash
ington, but also an associate professor of law at Syracuse Univer
sity College of Law. By the way, he teaches and writes in the fields 
of national security law and counterterrorism law, among other 
areas. So he is perfectly qualified for this position. 
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So, Mr. Chairman, I look forward to supporting Nathan Sales as 
our next coordinator for counterterrorism, not only because of his 
ties to the Buckeye State, which are important. But much more im
portantly, because of his relevant experience, because of his strong 
record, and because of his lifelong commitment to our Constitution, 
our laws, and the security of our country. 

I hope my colleagues on both sides of the aisle will join me in 
this effort to quickly fill this critically important national security 
role with an experienced and capable public servant. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Portman, for that great 

introduction. Again, by all means, go back to the Finance Com
mittee and start working on that Ron Johnson corporate tax pro
posal. 

Again, thank you for that. 
Now, as great as it is to have nominees from Oregon and Ohio, 

I certainly appreciate the fact that I have the privilege of intro
ducing our nominee from the State of Wisconsin. Although I am 
chairing this hearing, in my capacity as the senior Senator from 
Wisconsin, I also have the honor of introducing my fellow Wiscon
sinite, Mrs. Callista Gingrich, our nominee to be the U.S. Ambas
sador to the Holy See. 

Callista was born and raised in Whitehall, Wisconsin, a particu
larly beautiful area of the State. Although, as I have driven 
through it, it is an area where you drop cell coverage frequently. 
It is hard to do radio interviews as you are driving through that 
region. 

She graduated from Whitehall Memorial High School as the val
edictorian, and served as an organist at St. John's Catholic Church. 
Callista attended Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, where she was 
a Regent Scholar and honors graduate. 

Almost 3 decades ago, Callista came to Washington to intern for 
her hometown Congressman, Steve Gunderson. She became a 
member of Congressman Gunderson's personal staff and later 
served as the chief clerk of the House Committee on Agriculture. 

After 18 years of service, Callista left Capitol Hill to found Ging
rich Productions, a multimedia production consulting company. She 
has been the president and CEO of Gingrich Productions for the 
last decade, producing documentary films, writing books, and ad
vising clients. Callista also works to support many charitable 
causes through her role as the president of the Gingrich Founda
tion. 

Callista is a lifelong Catholic and has been active in her faith 
community for many years. She has sung for 21 years in the choir 
of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Concep
tion here in Washington. 

As part of her work with Gingrich Productions, Callista collabo
rated with church leaders to produce and host " Nine Days That 
Changed the World," a documentary about Pope John Paul II's his
toric 1979 pilgrimage to Poland. She also produced a documentary 
about Pope John Paul II's canonization. 

Callista's interests in Pope John Paul II is fitting, given her nom
ination. President Reagan's friendship with Pope John Paul II led 
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to reestablished formal relations with the Holy See in 1984, and to
gether, they helped orchestrate the fall of the Soviet Union. 

Since then, Popes and American Presidents have collaborated on 
a wide range of issues, including promoting human rights and re
spect for human dignity, interreligious understanding, and eco
nomic progress in the developing world. 

Callista's understanding of the Catholic Church, her considerable 
experience in government and business, and her talents as a com
municator make her an ideal choice to represent U.S. interests at 
the Holy See. I support her nomination and urge my colleagues to 
support her as well. 

So thank you, Mrs. Gingrich, for your willingness to serve. 
I am also delighted to introduce Mr. Carl C. Risch of Pennsyl

vania, the President's nominee to be Assistant Secretary of State 
for Consular Affairs. Mr. Risch is a highly regarded Pennsylvania 
attorney and current acting Chief of Staff in the U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services. He was previously the field office direc
tor of the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services at the Amer
ican Embassy in Seoul, South Korea. 

A senior immigration official abroad and in Washington, D.C., for 
over a decade, and a former consular Foreign Service Officer with 
the Department of State, Mr. Risch is an expert on responsibilities 
and challenges of managing Consular Affairs worldwide. 

With that, I would like to recognize the distinguished ranking 
member for his comments, Senator Murphy. 

Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. We have, actually, 
a good full house of members here, so I am going to defer my open
ing remarks. 

I thank all of you for your service. Mr. Sales and I had a chance 
to sit down and have a very productive conversation yesterday. I 
am very glad for your testimony and for us to engage in a dialogue. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy. 
The order of our nominees' opening remarks will be Mrs. Ging

rich, Mr. Sales, Mr. Glass, and then Mr. Risch. 
Mrs. Gingrich? 

STATEMENT OF CALLISTA L. GINGRICH OF VIRGINIA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE HOLY SEE 

Ms. GINGRICH. Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, 
and distinguished members of the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations, I am honored to appear before you today as President 
Trump's nominee to serve as the United States Ambassador to the 
Holy See. 

I am thankful to President Trump for the confidence and trust 
he has placed in me to be his representative at this important Em
bassy. 

In addition, I want to express my gratitude to Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson for supporting my nomination. 

It is a special honor to be introduced by Chairman Johnson from 
my home State of Wisconsin. Thank you. 

I am also grateful to appear before this committee today with the 
full support of my husband, Newt. As veterans of Capitol Hill, we 
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both have great respect for your role in assessing and confirming 
those who represent the American people abroad. If confirmed, I 
look forward to working closely with the members and staff of this 
committee. 

Like the United States, the Holy See is active on a global scale. 
It is engaged on every continent to advance religious freedom and 
human rights, to fight terrorism and violence, to combat human 
trafficking, to prevent the spread of diseases like Ebola and HIV/ 
AIDS, and to seek peaceful solutions to crises around the world. 

Those who serve in the State Department are known the world 
over for their patriotism and dedication. The professional staff at 
the U.S. Embassy to the Holy See exemplify these traits. They 
work tirelessly to leverage the Vatican's global reach and to ad
vance our strong bilateral relationship. 

Charge d'Affaires Louis Bono and the Embassy team did an ex
traordinary job preparing for and hosting the President on his visit 
to the Vatican in May. During that visit, President Trump and 
Pope Francis highlighted shared concerns, including the protection 
of Christian communities in the Middle East. 

Pope Francis has powerfully called on religious leaders and peo
ple of all faiths to unequivocally reject terrorism and violence in 
the name of religion. The Vatican and its organizations play an ac
tive role in troubled areas around the globe, from Venezuela to 
South Sudan to the Democratic Republic of the Congo, countries 
where the Holy See's support for peaceful solutions and democratic 
institutions directly benefits the interests of the United States. 

The Catholic Church is a unique global network, overseeing the 
world's second largest international aid organization, operating 25 
percent of the world's health care facilities, and ministering to mil
lions in every corner of the world. 

As global leaders, the United States and the Vatican must con
tinue to work closely to advance our shared values of human dig
nity and freedom. This can only happen if we maintain and build 
upon a strong foundation of trust and mutual communication. If 
confirmed, I will continue this vital dialogue, which has been so im
portant for the people of the United States and the world. 

I understand how the United States and the Holy See can act as 
a worldwide force for good when we work together. Several years 
ago, I had the honor of producing a documentary film entitled, 
"Nine Days That Changed the World." It chronicles Pope John Paul 
II's historic pilgrimage to P oland in 1979, an event that inspired 
the Polish people to renew their hearts, reclaim their courage, and 
free themselves from the shackles of communism. 

Producing this film required substantial work with key church 
leaders and other experts in the United States, Poland, and the 
Vatican. This film has been well-received by the Catholic Church 
and is used in religious education programs throughout the United 
States. Most importantly, this film is a powerful example of the in
valuable role the Vatican plays in international affairs. 

Recently, I produced another documentary film entitled, "Divine 
Mercy: The Canonization of .fohn Paul II." These projects, along 
with my decades-long membership in the choir of the Basilica of 
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception , have given me 
the opportunity to build relationships with many church leaders, 
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clergy, and religious scholars. These experiences have instilled in 
me the highest respect for the Holy See, a deep appreciation for the 
responsibility of this post, and confidence that the United States
Vatican bilateral relationship is a force for good and one that can
not be ignored. 

As a lifelong Catholic, business owner, documentary film maker, 
author, and former public servant, I am profoundly humbled at the 
prospect of serving my country as the United States Ambassador 
to the Holy See. If confirmed, I will work diligently to develop even 
stronger ties between the United States and the Holy See. 

Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and members of the com
mittee, I appreciate the opportunity to be before you today and 
would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. Thank 
you. 

[Ms. Gingrich's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CALLISTA L. GINGRICH 

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and distinguished members of the 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations, I am honored to appear before you today 
as President Trump's nominee to serve as the United States Ambassador to the 
Holy See. I am thankful to President Trump for the confidence and trust he has 
placed in me to be his representative at this important Embassy. In addi tion, I want 
to express my gratitude to Secretary of State Rex Tillerson for supporting my nomi
nation. 

It is a special honor to be introduced by Chairman Johnson from my home state 
of Wisconsin. I am also grateful to appear before this committee today with tl1e full 
support of my husband, Newt. As veterans of Ca_pitol H.ill, we both have great re
spect for your role in assessing and confirming tbose who represent the American 
people abroad. Jf confirmed, I look forward to working closely with the members and 
staff of this committee. 

Like the United States, the Holy See is active on a global scale. It is engaged on 
every continent to advance religious freedom and human rights, to fight terrorism 
and violence, to combat human trafficking, to prevent the spread of diseases like 
Ebola a·nd HIV/AIDS, and to seek peaceful solutions to crises around the world. 

Those who serve in the State Department are known the world over for their pa
trioti.sm and tiedication. The professional staff at tbe U.S. Embassy to tl1e Holy See 
exemplifies these traits. They Y,'.ork tirelessly to leverage the Vatican's ~lobal reach 
and to advance our strong bilateral relationship. Charge d'Affaires Lows Bono _and 
the Embassy team did an extraordinary job preparing for and hosting the Pres.id.eat 
on his visit to the Vatic!l,11 in May. 

Duri'ng that visit, President Trump and Pope Francis h ighlighted shared concerns, 
inclucling the protection of Christian communitie1:1 i.n the Middle East. Pope F-rancis 
has powerfully called on reli~ous leaders and people of all faiths to unequivocally 
reject terrorism and violenc_e m the name of religion. · 

The Vatican and its organizations play an active role in troubled areas around 
the globe, from Venewela to South Sudan to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo--coun.tries where the Holy See's support for peaceful solutions and demo
cratic institutions directly benefits the interests of the United States. 

The Catholic Church is a unique global network, overseeing the w(.)rld's second
largest international aid organization, operating 25 percent of the world'.s healthcare 
facilities, and ministering to millions in every corner of the world. 

As global leaders, the United States and the Vatican must continue to work close
ly to advance our shared values of human dignity and freedom. This can only hap
pen if we maintain and build upon a strong foundation of trust and mutual commu
nication. lf confirmed, I will continue this vital d.ialogu.e--which has been so impor
tant for the people of the United States and the world. 

I understand how the Unit-ed States and the Holy See can act as a world-wide 
force for good, when we work together. Several years ago, I had the honor of pro
ducrng a documentary film entitled, Nine Days that Changed the World. It chron
icles Pope John Paul Ir's historic pilgrimage to Poland in 1979-an event that in
spired the Polisl1 people to renew their hearts, reclaim their courage, and free them
se:lves f.rom the shackles of Communism. 
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Producing this film required substantial work with key church leaders and other 
experts in the United States, Poland and the Vatican. This film has been well re
ceived by the Catholic Church and is used in ·teligious education programs through
out the United States. Most importantly, the film is a powerful example of the in
valuable role the Vatican plays in international affairs. 

Recently I produced another documentary film entitled, Divine Mercy: The Canon
ization of John Paul II. These projects, along with my decades-long membership in 
the Choir of the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, have 
given me the opportunity to build relationships with many Church leaders, clergy 
and religious scholars. 

These experiences have instilled in me the highest respect for the Holy See, a 
deep appreciation for the responsibility of this post, and confidence that the United 
States-Vatican bilateral relationship is a force for good, and one that cannot be ig
nored. 

As a lifelong Catholic, business owner, documentary film maker, author, and 
former public.servant, I am profoundly humbled at the prospect of serving my coun
try as- the Uml!Jd States Ambassador to the Holy See. 

If confirmed, I will work diligently to develop even stronger ties between the 
United States and the Holy See. 

Mr . Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, and members of the committee, I appreciate 
the opportun'ity to appear before you today and would be pleased to answer any 
questions you may have. Thank you. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mrs. Gingrich. 
Our next nominee will be Mr. Sales. 
Mr. Sales? 

STATEMENT OF NATHAN ALEXANDER SALES OF OHIO, TO BE 
COORDINATOR FOR COUNTERTERRORISM, WITH THE RANK 
AND STATUS OF AMBASSADOR-AT-LARGE 

Mr. SALES. Thank you, Chairman Johnson. Thank you, Ranking 
Member Murphy. And thank you, members of the committee for 
holding this hearing today. It is an honor to be with you this morn
ing. 

Let me start by introducing my family, my wife, Margaret, along 
with our daughters, Anna and Cate. They are the ones with the 
coloring books and the stickers. My parents, Alex and Marsha, are 
here. They came out from Ohio. And I would also like to acknowl
edge my father-in-law and mother-in-law, Charlie and Anna 
Tretter, who are home in Boston and couldn't be with us this morn
ing. 

A special word of thanks to Senator Portman, a fellow Buckeye, 
for his kind words of introduction. You can take the boy out of 
Ohio, but you cannot take Ohio out of the boy. 

I also want to express my gratitude to President Trump and Sec
retary Tillerson for putting me forward for this important position. 
If I am confirmed, I will do everything in my power to earn and 
pay back the trust and confidence that they have shown in me, and 
that the Senate will have shown in me. 

I came to the field of counterterrorism almost by happenstance. 
In 2001, I was a young lawyer at the Justice Department. I had 
been hired to work on administrative law issues. It was the middle 
of August 2001. 

Three weeks later was 9/11. I still vividly recall the chilling ru
mors that flew that morning as we evacuated Main Justice. I am 
sure many of the people in this room recall those rumors as well. 
Car bomb at the State Department. Fires on the National Mall. An
other hijacked plane heading for the capital. 
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Some of those rumors turned out to be false alarms, but that was 
little consolation. The reality was bad enough. 

Suddenly, the Chevron doctrine no longer seemed so important. 
My job and the job of everybody at the Justice Department, every
body in the administration, everybody in Congress, now shifted to 
one fundamental and overriding priority: preventing another as
sault on our homeland. 9/11 was not just an attack on our citizens 
and our landmarks. It was an attack on our very way of life, our 
democracy, our commitment to the rule of law, our veneration of 
individual liberty. 

And so our top priority at the Justice Department was to equip 
our Nation's cops, and spies, and soldiers with the tools they need
ed to confront this new menace and, just as importantly, to do so 
in a way that maintained faith with our fundamental values as 
Americans, our basic national values. We couldn't allow our funda
mental values to become a casualty of war. 

I took that commitment with me to Homeland Security a few 
years later. At DHS, I learned the importance of working with our 
allies around the world to confront the specter of terrorism. And I 
saw firsthand that our alliances are strong, not just because of our 
shared economic and military might, but because of our shared val
ues. 

Let me also say a few words about the dedicated career profes
sionals that I hope to join at the State Department. Before she be
came a lawyer, my wife earned a master's degree at Georgetown's 
School of Foreign Service, and many of her classmates went on to 
serve at State Department. There is a reason they call the West 
Point of the Foreign Service. 

Getting to know them, I have developed a deep appreciation for 
their extensive knowledge, their commitment to the mission, and 
the sacrifices they have made for our country. It will be a privilege 
to serve alongside them, if I am confirmed. 

I started with my family and I would like to end there, too. I 
come from a long line of patriots. My father, Alex, was an ROTC 
cadet and a Navy officer in the tumultuous Vietnam era. During 
World War II, my grandfather, Clarence, served in the Army Corps 
of Engineers. He was stationed in England, which is where he met 
my grandmother, Agnes, an Army nurse. She actually outranked 
him, which is a fact that she never let him, or anybody else, forget. 
My other grandfather, Chic, was an infantry captain. He saw ac
tion in Normandy, helped liberate France, and earned a Bronze 
Star for valor and a Purple Heart. 

It was a great honor for me to carry on their tradition of service 
at Justice and Homeland Security. And it will be a great honor, if 
I am confirmed, to continue their legacy at State. 

Thank you again, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Ranking Member, members 
of the committee. And I look forward to your questions. 

[Mr. Sales's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF NATHAN ALEXANDER SALES 

Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, and distinguished members of the 
committee, thank you for holding this hearing. It's an honor to appear before you 
as the President's nominee to be Coordinator for Counterterrorism. 

Let me introduce some family members who are here this morning: My wife, Mar
garet, along with our daughters, Anna and Cate. My parents Alex and Marsha, 
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came out from Ohio. And I'd like to acknowledge my father- and mother-in-law, who 
are home in Boston and couldn't join us today: Charlie and Anna Tretter. 

I'd like to thank Senator Portman, a fellow Buckeye, for his kind words of intro
duction. 

I also want to express my gratitude to President Trump and Secretary Tillerson 
for putting me forward for this important position. If I'm confirmed, I'll do every
thing in my power to justify the trust and confidence that they-and the Senate
have placed in me. 

I came to the field of counterterrorism and national security almost by happen
stance. In 2001, I was a young lawyer, fresh off a judicial clerkship, when the Jus
tice Department hired me to work on administrative law issues. I started in mid
August. 

Three weeks later was 9/11. I still vividly recall the chilling rumors that flew as 
we evacuated Main Justice that sunny morning. Car bomb at the State Department. 
Fires on the national mall. Another hijacked plane heading for the capital. Some 
of the reports turned out to be false alarms, but that was little consolation. The re
ality was bad enough. 

Suddenly, the Chevron doctrine no longer seemed so important. My job-indeed, 
the focus of the Justice Department and the administration as a whole-now shifted 
to one fundamental and overriding priority: Preventing another assault on our 
homeland. 

September the 11th wasn't just an attack on our landmarks and our citizens. It 
was an attack on our very way of life-our democracy, our devotion to the rule of 
law, our commitment to individual liberty. And so our top priority as policymakers 
was to equip our nation's cops, spies, and soldiers with the tools they needed to con
front this new menace, and to do so in a way that affirmed our basic national val
ues. We couldn't allow our fundamental rights as Americans to become a casualty 
of war. 

I carried that commitment with me when I joined the fledgling Department of 
Homeland Security a few years later. At DHS, I learned the importance of working 
with our allies around the world to confront terrorism. And I saw firsthand that our 
alliances are strong, not just because of our shared economic and military might, 
but because of our shared liberal values. 

T also learned the ins and outs of the interagency process, working with key 
counterterrorism players throughout the Government. Terrorism is a complex threat 
LhaL rn4. uirn8 all Luuh1 uf naLiunal vuwer-U1e armeu furee~ anu Lhe inLelligence com
munity, to be sure, and also the diplomatic corps, economic officials, and law en
forcement. 

Let me say a few words about the dedicated career professionals I hope to join 
at the State Department. Before she became a lawyer, my wife earned a master's 
degree at Georgetown's School of Foreign Service, and many of her friends and 
classmates have gone on to work at State. Getting to know them, I've developed a 
deep appreciation for their extensive knowledge, their commitment to the mission, 
and the sacrifices they've made to advance our country's interests and values. It will 
be a privilege to serve alongside them, if I'm confirmed. 

I started with my family and I'd like to end there too. 
I come from a long line of paLriots. My father, Alex, was an ROTC cadet and a 

Navy officer in the tumultuous Vietnam era. During World War II, my grandfather, 
Clarence, served in the Army Corps of Engineers. He was stationed in England, 
where he met my grandmother, Agnes, an Army nurse. She actually outranked him, 
a fact that she never let him-or anyone else-forget. My other grandfather, Chic, 
was an infantry captain. He saw action in Normandy, helped liberate France, and 
earned a Bronze Star for valor and a Purple Heart. 

It was a great honor for me to carry on their tradition of service at Justice and 
Homeland Security. And it will be a great honor, if I'm confirmed, to continue their 
legacy at State. 

Thank you again and I look forward to your questions. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Sales. I appreciate you intro
ducing your family. I was remiss in not encouraging everybody to 
do so. 

So, Mr. Glass, if you have members here, please introduce, and 
then we look forward to your testimony. 
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STATEMENT OF GEORGE EDWARD GLASS OF OREGON, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE PORTUGUESE RE
PUBLIC 

Mr. GLASS. I will, Senator. Thank you. Mr. Chairman, Ranking 
Member Cardin, and distinguished members of the committee, it is 
with great humility and honor I sit before you today. 

I am deeply grateful to President Trump and Secretary Tillerson 
for their trust and support in nominating me to be the Ambassador 
to the Republic of Portugal. If confirmed, I am committed to focus
ing all my energies to further the interests of the United States of 
America. 

I could take a moment, I would like to introduce my family, for 
without their support and love, I would not be here today. I would 
like to acknowledge my wife, Mary, who is sitting here with me 
who came out from Oregon. I would also like to acknowledge my 
three sons and their wives, who are supporting me from afar. My 
oldest, Gordon, and his wife, Giau, currently live in Japan. He 
teaches English over there. My middle son, George, and his wife, 
Emily, are not here for the best of all reasons. They are due with 
their first child here in August, and that is actually our first grand
child. And our youngest, Andrew, is in the throes of his very first 
job just after graduating from college. 

I would also like to acknowledge my mother and step-father, 
Mary and Jay O'Leary, and Mary's parents, Joe and Laurie Fer
guson. 

Lastly, I want to thank my father, who is here in spirit. It is his 
courage and wisdom that brings me strength every day. 

I take seriously representing the United States of America to the 
Republic of Portugal, which includes the Azores and Madeira. Por
tugal is amongst our oldest and most reliable allies. The history of 
our two nations has always been one of mutual respect and sup
port. Portugal was the second country to recognize America's inde
pendence, and our consulate in the Azores is the oldest continually 
operating consulate in the world. 

If confirmed, I also look forward to working with the outstanding 
personnel that currently serve our country at Mission Lisbon. 

Portugal's traditional and geographic orientation to the Atlantic, 
the presence of 1.5 million Portuguese Americans living in the 
United States, and a strong pro-American sentiment across the po
litical spectrum make the relationship between our two countries 
one of the three focal points of Portugal's foreign policy. This 
unique relationship has allowed us to turn to Portugal for political 
and material support in almost every peacekeeping mission the 
United States, NATO, and the United Nations has led since the 
end of the Cold War. 

If confirmed, it will be my job to lead Mission Portugal to further 
expand enhance this political and economic relationship. 

More recently, the Republic of Portugal was hit especially hard 
by the 2008 global recession, to the point where a financial rescue 
package was adopted in 2011. Mary and I were in Portugal for an 
extended trip in 2014 and saw for ourselves what the wage and 
spending cuts and tax increases were doing to the business envi-
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ronment. At that time, unemployment rates were over 15 percent, 
and they were double that for young adults. 

What we witnessed on that trip endeared us to the people of Por
tugal for life. Even with that economic backdrop, they were focused 
on the same values that we hold dear in America, God, family, and 
the belief that hard work will ultimately help one to succeed. These 
observations were not unfounded. Merely 3 years later, Portugal is 
in the midst of a remarkable economic recovery. 

The United States is now Portugal's No. 1 trading partner out
side the EU single market and the fifth largest trading partner 
overall. The most recent example of this resurgence in bilateral 
trade occurred in 2016 when Portugal received the first-ever ship
ment of liquefied natural gas from the United States to Europe. 

It is this newfound momentum in Portuguese business that 
makes it such an exciting time to engage in commerce between our 
two countries. Lisbon is currently rated one of the hottest tech
nology startup cities in the EU. Given my former position as presi
dent of Pacific Crest Securities, I am uniquely situated to help 
partner U.S. and Portuguese businesses to build upon the tech
nology boom we are seeing today. 

The emergence of small startups, incubators, and boot camps 
looks a lot like the San Francisco Bay Area did in the late 1980s 
and early 1990s. If confirmed, I cannot wait to join the 200-strong 
at Mission Lisbon to help them in their endeavor to support and 
expand the business t ies between the United States and Portugal. 

Lastly, if I may, I would like to express my deepest sorrow for 
the family and friends of the over 60 dead, and hundreds injured 
in the latest forest fire in Portugal. This has been a tragedy of 
great proportions, and it is seldom that we see this kind of tragedy 
today. 

Coming from Oregon, where timber and timber-based products 
have been historically one our lai·gest industries, I know the pain 
that a forest fire can render and the burden that an entire people 
can feel. Mary and I continue to include the families of those who 
perished and the brave firefighters who battled mightily in our 
prayers. I hope, somehow, someday, we can help prevent something 
like this from occurring again in the future. 

Distinguished Senators, once again, I would like to thank each 
and every one of you for your time. Please have confidence that, if 
confirmed, I will serve our great country, the United States of 
America, to the best of my abilities. Thank you. 

[Mr. Glass's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF GEORGE GLASS 

Thank you, Senator Wyden, for your gracious introduction. And thank you espe
cially for your many years of public service to our great. State of Oregon. Both Mary 
and I sincerely value your friendship and thank you for being here today. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Cardin, and d.istinguished members of the com
mittee, It is with great humility and honor that T flit hflforP. you t11tlny. T nm rl AAJl lY 
grateful to President Trump and Secretary Tillerson for their trust and support in 
nominati'ng me to be the Ambassador to the Republic of Portugal. lf confirmed, I 
am committed to focusing all my energies to further the interests of the United 
States of America. 

Jf I could take a moment, f d like to introduce you to my family, for without their 
support and love, l would not be here today. I would like to acknowledge "!i'. wife 
Mary who is sitting here with me, she traveled out from Oregon to be here. Id like 
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to acknowledge my 3 sons and their wives who are supporting me from afar. Our 
oldest Gordon and his wife Giau are currently living in Japan. Our middle Son 
George and hiR wife Emily am not hem for the heRt of reaRonR. Tirny 11re due with 
their first child, and our first Grandchild in August. And lastly Our youngest son 
Andrew, who has just graduated from College and in the throws of his first job in 
Dallas Texas. I would also like to acknowledge my mother and step-father, Mary 
and Jay O'Leary, and Mary's parents Joe and Laurie Ferguson. Lastly, I want to 
thank my father who is here in spirit; his courage and wisdom bring me strength 
every day. 

I take seriously the responsibility of representing the United States of America 
to the Republic of Portugal, which also includes the Azores and Madeira. Portugal 
is among our oldest and most reliable allies. The history of our two nations has al
ways been one of mutual respect and support. Portugal was the second country to 
recognize America's independence, and our consulate in the Azores is the oldest con
tinually operating consulate in the world. If confirmed, I also look forward to work
ing with the outstanding Foreign Service personnel that currently serve our country 
at Mission Lisbon. 

Portugal's traditional and geographic orientation to the Atlantic, the presence of 
1.5 million Portuguese Americans living in the United States, and a strong pro
American sentiment across the political spectrum combine to make the relationship 
between our two countries one of the three focal points of Portugal's foreign policy. 
This unique relationship has allowed us to turn to Portugal for political and mate
rial support in almost every peacekeeping effort the United States, NATO, and the 
United Nations has led since the end of the Cold War. If confirmed, it will be my 
job to lead Mission Portugal to further expand and enhance this political and eco
nomic relationship. 

More recently, the Republic of Portugal was hit especially hard by the 2008 global 
recession, to the point that a financial rescue package was adopted in May 2011. 
Mary and I were in Portugal for an extended trip in 2014 and saw for ourselves 
what the wage and spending cuts, and the tax increases were doing to the business 
environment. At that time, unemployment rates were over 15 percent and nearly 
twice that for young adults. What we witnessed on that trip endeared us to the peo
ple of Portugal for life. Even with that economic backdrop, they were focused on the 
same values that we hold dear in America: God, family, and the belief that hard 
work will ultimately help one to succeed. These observations were not unfounded. 

Merely three years later, Portugal is in the midst of a remarkable economic recov
ery. Strong export performance and rebounds in private consumption and invest
ment led to a positive GDP of 1.4 percent in 2016. And this year Portugal has post
ed its lowest deficit since the 1974 revolution, allowing the country to exit the EU's 
Excessive Deficit Procedure. 

The United States is now Portugal's No. 1 trading partner outside the EU single 
market and the 5th largest trading partner overall. The most recent example of this 
resurgence in bilateral trade occurred in April of 2016 when Portugal received the 
first ever shipment of liquefied natural gas from the United States to Europe. This 
was followed by a second shipment in February 2017. The Portuguese Government 
has expressed its eagerness to further expand bilateral cooperation in regards to en
ergy. 

It is this newfound momentum in Portuguese business that makes it such an ex
citing time to engage in commerce between our two countries. Lisbon is currently 
rated one of the hottest technology start-up cities in the EU. Given my former posi
tion as President of Pacific Crest Securities, I am uniquely situated to help partner 
U.S. and Portuguese businesses to build upon the technology boom we're seeing 
today. The emergence of small startups, incubators, and boot camps looks a lot like 
the San Francisco Bay Area of the 80's and early 90's. If confirmed, I can't wait to 
join the 200 strong of Mission Lisbon in their endeavor to support and expand these 
business ties between the United States and Portugal. 

Lastly, if I may, I would like to express my deepest sorrow for the family and 
friends of the over 60 dead, and hundreds injured in Portugal's recent forest fire. 
This has been a tragedy of proportions seldom seen in our world today. Coming from 
Oregon, where timber and timber based products have been historically one our 
largest industries, I know the pain that a forest fire can render and the burden that 
an entire people can feel. Mary and I continue to include the families of those who 
perished and the brave firefighters that battled mightily in our prayers. I hope, 
somehow, we can help prevent something like this from ever happening again. 
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Distinguished Senators, once again I would like to than'k each and every one of 
you for your time today. Please have confidence that, if confirmed, I will serve our 
great country, the United States of America, to the best of my abilities. Thank you. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Glass. 
The final nominee will be Mr. Risch. 
Mr. Risch? 

STATEMENT OF CARL C. RISCH OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE AN 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, CONSULAR AFFAIRS 

Mr. RISCH. Chairman Johnson, Ranking Member Murphy, mem
bers of the committee, I am honored to appear before you as the 
President's nominee to be Assistant Secretary of State for Consular 
Affairs. 

I am joined today by my family, my wife of over 22 years, Wendy 
Taylor Risch, who has supported me throughout my career and ac
companied me on three overseas assignments. Wendy also worked 
for the Department of State as a spousal employee during two of 
my overseas tours. I am also joined by our daughters, Anneke 
Risch, a rising 8th grader, and Ilse Risch, a rising 6th grader. 

My family is the center of my life, and instilling in our children 
a sense of kindness and empathy, as well as a respect for public 
service, is a priority for us. 

I am grateful to the President and Secretary Tillerson for the 
confidence and trust they have placed in me. It is, without a doubt, 
the greatest honor of my professional life to be nominated. And, if 
confirmed, I will devote all of my skills, experience, and attention 
to performing my duties. 

My wife and I are both natives of central Pennsylvania, where 
we were born, raised, and educated. I practiced law there for 8 
years. My father, a veteran of the Korean War, worked for 30 years 
in a factory, now closed, which made automotive parts. My mother 
stayed home with me after my adoption. 

Being an adopted person, I have felt a special kinship with the 
abandoned, the orphaned, and the forgotten, and th.is kinship has 
influenced me throughout my life. For example, over the past 9 
years, I have volunteered to serve on refugee processing trips for 
my agency, USCIS, in Thailand, Pakistan, Namibia, and Malaysia, 
where I worked toward resettlement to the United States of hun
dreds of victims of persecution and torture. 

As an attorney and civil servant, I will bring to the Bureau of 
Consular Affairs the same values and principles that have guided 
my career for the past 22 years-a commitment to the rule of law, 
to efficiency, to justice, and to transparency. My entire career has 
been focused on serving the public, especially Americans living and 
working abroad, and to the equal and fair application of the law. 

I began my government service as a Foreign Service Officer. My 
consular tour was one of the most professionally enriching and re
warding experiences of my life. I am grateful and honored to have 
had the opportunity to work with the dedicated men and women 
of the State Department, especially in the days and weeks after the 
attacks of 9/11. In 2006, I returned to public service as a civil serv
ant with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. 
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It is at USCIS where I expanded my knowledge of immigration 
and nationality law. I rose through the ranks at USCIS, first as an 
appeals officer, then as a manager, and finally as chief of staff of 
the agency. 

In 2013, my wife and I made the decision to return to inter
national service, and I have spent the past 4 years serving USCIS 
in our embassies in the Philippines and in South Korea. During 
those years, I had the pleasure of working side-by-side with con
sular sections throughout the world. I remain a dedicated civil 
servant to this day. 

If confirmed, it will be a privilege of a lifetime to lead the fine 
men and women of the Bureau of Consular Affairs. Consular offi
cers are a first line of defense in our efforts to protect our country 
from those who will do us harm, and they are among the hardest 
working, most dedicated, and bravest employees in government 
service. They work in dangerous, uncomfortable places, all to serve 
the American people. This work is both complex and emotionally 
taxing, and I am immensely proud to say that I was once one of 
them, even for a short period of time. 

Since my days as a consular officer, so much has changed for the 
better at the State Department. A suite of interagency security re
view processes, continuous vetting of applicants using updated 
technology, biometrics capturing, a longer and better training pro
gram, a serious commitment to fraud detection, close cooperation 
with the Department of Homeland Security, and a culture of mak
ing national security a number one priority, this has strengthened 
State's shared mission to protect our homeland. 

Every visa decision the State Department makes thousands of 
times a day is a national security decision. If confirmed, I will 
strive to make sure our officers continue to have the training, re
sources, and leadership necessary to accurately adjudicate applica
tions in accordance with the laws of the United States, while also 
facilitating legitimate international travel and protecting our na
tional security. 

Should I be confirmed, I commit to working with members of this 
committee and to being responsive to your questions and concerns. 
Thank you for your time and I look forward to your questions. 

[Mr. Risch's prepared statement follows:] 

PREPARED STATEMENT OF CARL C. RISCH 

Chairman Corker, Ranking Member Cardin , members of the committee, I am hon
ored to appear before you as the Pt·esident's nominee to be Assistant Secretary of 
State for Consular Affairs. 

I am joined today by my family: my wife of over 22 years, Wendy Taylor Risch, 
who ha.s supported me throughout my career and accompimied me on three averse~ 
assignmenb;. Wendy also worked for the Dep1,1rtment of State as a spousal employee 
during two of my overseas tours. l am also joined by our daughters, Anneke Risch, 
a rising 8th grader, and. Ilse Risch, a rising 6th grader. My family is the center of 
my life, and instilling in our children a sense of kindness and empathy, as well as 
a respect for public service, is a priority for us. In the past five years, my daughters 
have lived in three different countries and, thus, have attended three different 
schools, all due to my service to the Government. I'm in awe at their resilience and 
positive attitudes, and we are both very proud of them. 

I am grateful to the President and Secretary Tillerson for the confidence and trust 
they have placed in me. It is, without a doubt, the greatest honor of my professional 
life to be nominated, and, if confirmed, I will devote myself to serving the American 
people in this important capacity within the Department of State. 
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My wife and. I ore both natives of central Pennsylvania where we were born, 
raised, and educated. I practiced law there for eigbt years, frrst as an associate at
torney and later as a partner in a law firm. My father, a veteran of the Korean War, 
worked for. 30 years at a factory, now closed, which made automotive parts. My 
mother stayed home with me aft;er roy adoption. I had a stable and happy childhood, 
and my parents encouraged my lifelong interest in-my passion for-international 
travel and public service. Being a.n adopted person, I have also felt a special kinship 
with the abandoned, the orphaned, and the forgotten, and this kinship has influ
enced me throughout my life. For example, over the past nine years, J have volun
teered to serve on refugee processing trips for my agency in Thailand, Pakistan, Na
mibia, and Malaysia, where I worked toward the resettlement to the United States 
of hµndreds of victims of persecution and torture, so that they could start new lives. 
My family and I have also served as cultural orientation volunteers for refugees al
ready resettled in the United States. 

As an attorney and career civil servant, I will bring to. the Bureau of Consular 
Affairs the same values and principles that have guided my career for the past 22 
years-a commitment to the rule of Law, to efficiency, to justice, and to trans
parency. My entire career haa been focused on serving tho public, especially U.S. 
citizens living and working abroad, and to the equal and fair applicatipn of the law. 
I began my government service as a Foreign Service Officer in 1999, after four years 
of private practice as an attorney. Choosing the consular cone was an obviou.s and 
eaay choice for a young man entering the Foreign Service with an interest in immi
gration law. My consular tour was o.ne of the most professionally enrichlng and re
warding experiences of my life, and leaving the Foreign Service to return to private 
practice and to start a family in Pennsylvania was a difficult career decision. Never
theless, I am grateful and honored to havehad the opport,mity to work with the 
dedicated men and women of the State Department; especially in the days and 
weeks after the attacks of 9/11, an experience that has profoundly affected me per-
sonally and professionally. · 

In 2006, I returned to public service as a civil servant with U.S. Citfaenship and 
Immigration Services. It is at. USCJS where I expanded my knowledge of immigra
tion and nationality law, as well as learned to manage acijudicatory systems and 
backlog reduction efforts. I rose through the ranks at USCIS, first as an appeals 
official, then as a manager, and finally as Chief of Staff. In 2013, my wife and I 
made the decision to return to international service, and I have spent the past four 
years serving USCIS in our embassies in the Philippines and in Korea, most re
cently as my agency's dil'ector in Seoul. During those years, I had tho plctu;urc of 
working side-by-side with consular sections throughout the world, from Fiji to Na
mibia, to address thorny questions of law, policy, and process involving our shared 
mission of facilitating travel a.nd lawful immigration t.o the United States. While 
abroad, I also had the honor of serving the interests of U.S. citizens living and work
ing overseas, especially the men and women serving in the military. Assisting mili
tary families with lawful immigration was a highlight of my career, but my greatest 
honor was administering the oatl) of allegiance to hundreds of military members 
and spouses at dozens of overseas naturalization ceremonies. When I was asked by 
our career Acting Director t.o serve as Chief of Staff of USC1S, J was honored and 
immediately put in motion mr family's early return to the United States. I remain 
a dedicated ctvil servant to this day. 

If continned, it will be a privilege of a lifetime to se.rve again in Ute DtivarLw~nl. 
of State and lead the fine men and women of the Bw·eau of Consular Affairs. Con
sular officers are a fil'st line of defense in our efforts to protect our country from 
those who will do us harm, and they are among the hardest wor.king, most dedi
cated, and bravest employees in government service. They often work in dangerous 
places, under challengmg conditions, all to serve the American people and advance 
the interests of the United States. Many of those who work with us ·abroad are for
eign nationals, lending thei.r expertise in pursuit of our goals. Domestically, Con
sular A!fairs' employees thoughtfully and p~omp_t)y adju~icate millions of passports, 
work with colleagues at USCJS to process unm1grant VJSa documents, and support 
the Bureau's global ,enterprise. Together, these talented professionals are respon
sible for advancing one of the Department of State's core responsibilities: protecting 
the lives and interests of U.S. citi?-ens. The Bureau of Consular Affairs is committed 
to crisis management and response, aBSisting individual U.S. citizens who are im-
1>risoned, injured, or in distress, and working with grieving family members when 
tragedy strikes. This work is both complex and emotionally taxing, and I am im
mensely proud to say that I was once on.e of them, even for a short period of time. 
If confirmed, I look forward to leading this critical organization in continuing to su.c
ceed in its important mission. 
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Since my days as a consular officer, so much has changed for the better at the 
State Department and the Bureau of Consular Affairs has proved to be a center of 
innovation and leadership. An impressive array of intera_gency security review proc
esses, continuous vetting of visa applicants using updated technology, biometrics col
lection, an improved training program, a serious commitment to fraud prevention, 
close cooperation with the Department of Homeland Security, and a culture of mak
ing national security a number one priority, has strengthened State's shared mis
sion to protect our homeland. As my predecessor, former Assistant Secretary 
Michele Bond stated in her testimony before this committee two years ago, "every 
visa decision we make, thousands of times a day, is a national security decision." 
If confirmed, I will strive to make sure consular professionals continue to have the 
training, resources, and leadership necessary to fulfill their duties in accordance 
with the laws of the United States, while augmenting our national security and fa
cilitating legitimate international travel. As I have noted, CA's number one priority 
is the safety and protection of U.S. citizens overseas, and, if confirmed, I will make 
this my number one priority as well. 

Should I be confirmed, I commit to working with members of this committee and 
to being responsive to your questions and concerns. Thank you for your time and 
I look forward to your questions. 

Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Mr. Risch. 
I want to thank all the nominees for your testimony. 
Mr. Glass, by the way, congratulations on your soon-to-be first 

grandchild. I have three now. They are everything they say, all of 
the joy with a lot less responsibility. 

Mr. GLASS. Wonderful. I am looking forward to it. 
Senator JOHNSON. You will enjoy it. 
I want to thank all my colleagues for your strong attendance, 

and in respect of your time, what I will do is I will hold off on my 
questions until the very end. 

Senator Isakson, if you are ready? 
Senator ISAKSON. Mr. Chairman, I did not really come for a ques

tion. I came to pay tribute to Ms. Gingrich. We have something in 
common. She married Newt Gingrich. I replaced him in the House 
of Representatives. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator ISAKSON. He got the best end of that deal, I can tell you. 
But Callista is a lady of great talent. In fact, one of her great, 

great persuasive talents is to not only convince Newt to marry her 
but convert him to Catholicism, which will serve him well in the 
Holy See, as well. 

Callista, we are mighty proud of you. We are very proud of Newt. 
I know you will do a great job, and I just want to be here to cheer 
you on and tell you how proud we are of you. 

Ms. GINGRICH. Thank you so much, Senator. 
Senator JOHNSON. Senator Shaheen? 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you to all of the nominees for your willingness to take 

on these positions and to serve this country. 
I want to begin with you, Mrs. Gingrich, because you talked 

about the important role of Catholic charities and the Catholic mis
sion around the world. I certainly agree with that. I had the oppor
tunity to visit a nursing home in northern New Hampshire on Fri
day that is operated by Catholic charities in the State providing 
great care to people. 

So I wanted to ask you, I know that Pope Francis has called on 
America and the rest of the Western world to uphold our tradition 
of moral leadership by welcoming vulnerable refugees fleeing vio-
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lence and oppression into our country. I just wonder how you would 
argue the United States' position that is taken by this administra
tion that has been less welcoming of refugees, and how will you 
work with the Holy See on that very critical issue? 

Ms. GINGRICH. The President and the Pope should have grave 
concerns regarding the global refugee and migration crisis, and this 
is a priority for our President to deal with right now. We have a 
deep commitment in this country to work to forward peace and sta
bility, so people do not have to become refugees. 

The United States has been and will continue to be the largest 
provider of humanitarian aid in the world. We are not disengaging. 
If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Holy See to em
phasize the impact that our foreign assistance will have, and our 
partners around the world. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, certainly, we are not disengaging on for
eign aid. I agree with that, and I think that we should continue 
to support that in every way we can, especially in those places 
where we are seeing famine as the result of manmade conditions. 

But this administration has reduced the ability of refugees to 
come to the country, particularly Syrian refugees who are fleeing 
violence and a horrible situation in their own country. 

Is this something that you think we can work with Pope Francis 
and the Holy See to try to ensure that we can help those refugees 
who are trying to get into the country? 

Ms. GINGRICH. I think we can communicate our commitment to 
help those most in need, yes. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Professor Sales, Secretary Tillerson has spoken repeatedly about 

lhe possibilily of increased cooperation with Russia. In Syria, we 
have a ceasefire that still seems to be holding in a very small 
southern part of that country. But time and again, Putin has dem
onstrated that he is interested in preserving the Assad regime. 

So do you believe that we share the same interests and objectives 
in Syria? And if not, how would you describe our objectives dif
ferently? 

Mr. SALES. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
I think the answer is yes and no. I think we do have some shared 

objectives in Syria. We face a common enemy in ISIS. We have 
other interests that diverge, as you well know, Senator. 

As to what we can do with Russia or other members of the inter
national community to achieve our objectives in Syria, our number 
one priority, I think, as the administration has made plain, is to 
defeat ISIS. What that means is taking their leaders off the battle
field and their foot soldiers off the battlefield, liberating the cities 
that they have seized, defeating their ability to recruit foreign 
fighters from around the world, particularly Europe, and drying up 
their sources of funding. 

The key question after that goal is accomplished is what comes 
next? I think one i..mpu1-LanL Lhi.ug LhaL has Lo happtm is a political 
process involving all of the relevant stakeholders that can produce 
stability, such that the people of Syria can chart a way forward. 

That is something that cannot be accomplished entirely by mili
tary force. It is something that is going to require sustained diplo
matic engagement. 
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And, Senator, if I am confirmed to this position, that is going to 
be a priority of ours. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. One of Lhe benefits that we have 
in fighting terrorism at home is engagement from the communities 
that terrorists have often come from. In the Muslim community, for 
example, making sure that there are good relations with people in 
the Muslim community here has been very helpful here. 

How would you see our promoting those kinds of positive rela
tionships? 

Mr. SALES. I could not agree with you more, Senator. It is abso
lutely critical to maintain strong relationships with domestic popu
lations, as well as international populations, because oftentimes, 
these are the groups of people who have the first insight into the 
fact that a problem may be taking place. It is critically important 
for us to have open lines of communication, such that our friends 
are confident that they can tell us we think that something amiss 
may be afoot without fear of stigmatization or any other sort of 
negative repercussion. 

So I strongly agree with the sentiment behind that question and 
look forward to maintaining those strong relationships, Senator. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. I have other questions for the 
panelists, but my time is up, sadly. 

Senator JOHNSON. Senator Kaine? 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Thanks and congratulations to all the witnesses for your nomina

tions. 
To Mr. Glass, the U.S.-Portugal relationship is a very important 

one. I do a lot of work in the Iberian Peninsula in my work on this 
committee, and I applaud you for that nomination. 

Mr. Risch, consular officials have very tough work. They really 
do. When I travel for the Foreign Relations Committee, I always 
ask to meet without the Ambassador with FSOs on their first or 
second tours, and they are almost always out of the consular sec
tion. 

I basically say, congratulations, you have achieved a wonderful 
job working for the State Department. What will be the difference 
as to whether you make it a career or whether you leave after a 
few years. That is usually all I have to say to engender about a 2-
bour conversation. I really enjoy visiting with our consular officials. 
And your work will be very important. 

A question or comment for each Mr. Sales and Ms. Gingrich. 
Ms. Gingrich, I am very happy with your answer to Senator 

Shaheen's questions about refugees. I was at the Vatican in Feb
ruary and had an opportunity to meet briefly with the Pope and 
with other Vatican officials purely on the refugee issue. In my con
versation with the Pope, I thanked him for his leadership. 

Obviously, a key aspect of his speech to Congress in 2015 was 
about refugees. He had given a speech the day before my visit in 
Rome focused on r efugee issues. And he was pleading with the 
United States to please be a leader on these issues. I was thanking 
him for his leadership, but he was not just going to accept the 
thank you. He wanted to put an ask on our shoulders. And, as you 
kn:ow, there are so many issues in this important bilateral relation
ship, and I know that that will be an important on e. 
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You are not the budget official, so I completely get this. You play 
the hand that you are dealt by a President's submitted budget, and 
also the budget that Congress comes up with. But the cut to the 
refugee bureau proposed in the President's budget, the refugee bu
reau within the State Department, is 31 percent. 

I think that sends a very loud message. Rhetoric sends a mes
sage, and budget sends a message. Probably the two most signifi
cant messages you can send are with the rhetoric and with the 
budget. We are sending a message. 

I hope that it is the will of this body to do some repair on the 
budget, so that the message that we send is not one that we are 
reducing America's traditional commitment to those issues. 

I take you, because of your background, the comment that you 
made to Senator Shaheen, that you will do all you can to advance 
our longstanding policy of being a Statue of Liberty Nation that 
welcomes people who are oppressed, I appreciate your commitment 
to that. 

Mr. Sales, let me just ask you this. I am on the Armed Services 
Committee as well. Last year, we were able to get something done 
in the NDAA that I thought was pretty good, and my colleagues 
agreed. We enabled, through the NDAA, the DOD to transfer funds 
to State or USAID on the say-so of the SecDef for countering vio
lent extremism, if the SecDef felt like, "Well, I think State or 
USAID can do a better job at this than us." 

So, in particular areas, it really has been more in the expertise 
of State or USAID to do particular programs that can counter vio
lent extremism, and sometimes the State and diplomatic touch is 
better than the military touch. 

So if the SecDef agrees, there is no transfer authority. I hope 
that that is something that you will look at. 

But I have noticed there has been some discussion of stripping 
away some CVE aspects of the administration's counterterrorism 
strategy. 

To your knowledge, and I know we are not presuming nomina
tion, so you are not there yet, but will CVE remain a strong pri
ority of the CT Bureau at the State Department'? 

Mr. SALES. Yes, Senator. If I am confirmed, it will continue to 
be a Lop pI'iol'iLy fol' me and fol' the bul'eau that I would lead. 

I think all counterterrorism has to involve a countering violent 
extremism component. Terrorism is a global problem that presents 
all sorts of different facets, and some of those facets require dif
ferent kinds of solutions. Sometimes military solutions are re
quired. Sometimes law enforcement solutions are required. 

But it is not just hard power that has to be deployed to counter 
ISIS, Al Qaeda, and other like-minded groups. We also have to use 
the softer tools in the national toolkit, such as moral suasion, such 
as engaging at the community level, such as providing off-ramps 
for those who might be tempted to take a path toward 
radicalization. 

So I am grateful for this capability that you and others have 
worked to build into the State Department. And if confirmed, I will 
continue the good work that has been done, Senator. 
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Senator KAINE. And, Ms. Gingrich, if I can just go back, because 
you have a communications background, too, and, of course, CVE 
is an important priority of the Vatican, as well. 

Could you talk a little bit about, to my last question, how you 
see your role as Ambassador to the Holy See and what you could 
do in the bilateral relationship with the Vatican to counter extre
mism? 

Ms. GINGRICH. Well, it is very exciting to have the opportunity, 
if confirmed, to be working at an Embassy, to lead an Embassy, 
that has a global influence and works on a global scale. 

I am very interested in working on projects to advance religious 
freedom, to fight terrorism and violence, to combat human traf
ficking, to fight diseases like HIV/AIDS and Ebola, and to work 
on-to seek peaceful solutions to crises around the world. So this 
is an awesome opportunity, if I am confirmed. 

There are many issues on which we do agree. We have a very 
strong bilateral relationship with a shared agreement on many 
issues. Of course, there are always issues where diplomatic part
ners do not agree. But I look forward to working on those issues 
of our shared policy opportunities. 

Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Senator Menendez? 
Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Congratulations to all of you. 
Mr. Risch, in 2007, you appeared before the House Subcommittee 

on the Civil Service, Census, and Agency Organization of the Com
mittee on Government Reform in a hearing titled, "Strengthening 
America: Should the issuing of vises be viewed as a diplomatic tool 
or security measure?" 

You said, and I quote, "During my tenure as unit chief, I adju
dicated approximately 25,000 visa applications. I resigned in May 
2002, even though I received top evaluation in a challenging on
board assignment. While I longed to return to my private practice, 
I was also discouraged by the State Departments lack of dedication 
to the effective enforcement of the immigration laws of the United 
States. I took my job very seriously. The State Department did 
not." 

So, Mr. Risch, do you believe the State Department is not com
mitted to the rule of law and the national security of the United 
States? 

Mr. RISCH. Thank you, Senator, for the question, and for the op
portunity to address that testimony. 

I will point out that the testimony was in 2002, not in 2007, so 
it was 15 years ago that that testimony took place. It was during 
the time when the Department of Homeland Security was just 
being stood up. It was in the almost immediate aftermath of 9/11. 

I believe a lot has changed at the State Department in 15 years, 
and I am very enthusiastic about the future of the way the Bureau 
of Consular Affairs will be fulfilling its function. With interagency 
cooperation and continuous vetting. 

Senator MENENDEZ. I do not want my time to expire. We have 
a lot of candidates here. 

Do you believe the State Department is committed to the rule of 
law and the national security of the United States? 
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Mr. RISCH. Currently, Senator, I absolutely do. 
Senator MENENDEZ. All right. Let me ask you, you went on in 

the same hearing to say, "The fact that even I was terrified by 
State's incompetence a nd apathy toward law enforcement proves 
j ust how far this problem has progressed. I urge the Congress to 
support t he transfer of the visa-issuing function from State's Bu
reau of Consular Affairs to the new Department of Homeland Secu
rity, a department that will be committed to the rule of law and 
the national security of the United States." 

Now, PRM's mission is to provide life-staining assistance to those 
who are persecuted, uprooted people, by working through multilat
eral systems, to build global partnerships, promote best practices 
in humanitarian response, ensure that humanitarian principles are 
t horoughly integrated into U.S. foreign and national security pol
icy. For example, refugees and migration are important policy 
issues in our bilateral relations with countries like Turkey and 
Iraq. 

So do you believe that the Department of Homeland Security, 
which is notoriously bloated with a whole host of dysfunctional 
components, should be responsible still to have the visa, the very 
essence of the department you are being nominated to, to be trans
ferred to the Department of Homeland Security? 

Mr. RISCH. Well, 15 years ago, Senator, I stand behind my testi
mony. It was a completely different time, and there was a lot of 
talk about consolidating different things into the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Currently, I watched the Deputy Secretary testify yesterday that 
it is currently not the intent of the Department of State. 

Senator M1<:N1<;N1rnz. I am not asking what their intent is. I am 
asking you your view. You are being nominated for this position. 

Mr. RISCH. My view is I would follow the leadership of the De
partment of State, if confirmed. But as of t oday, I intend to lead 
the Bureau of Consular Affairs as it is currently formed. I believe 
that I will be, if confirmed, a strong leader of all functions of the 
Consular bureau, including the visa function. 

Senator MENENDEZ. Mr. Sales, since 9/11, the United States has 
been developing and redeveloping strategies to counter terrorism 
and violent extremism. Our experiences in Iraq and Afghanistan 
lead very little doubt that extremist ideologues and terrorists flour
ish and find the best recruits in areas of conflict and poverty and 
where people have no hope for the future. 

The 2016 State Department and AID joint strategy on countering 
violent extremism outline five objectives. In those objectives, they 
talk to those very issues that I just spoke about. 

So my question is, how do proposed cuts to the State Department 
and USAID programs that are the foreign assistance tools that ad
vance the goals of combating terrorism and violent extremism actu
ally align with our very own policy? 

Mr. SAL~S. Thank you for the question, Senator. I spent some 
time in academic bureaucracies. I have spent some time in govern
ment bureaucracies. In my experience, it is usually the case that 
they can afford to tighten the belt a bit. 

Now, as far as the overall State Department budget is concerned, 
Senator, Congress has the power of the purse under the Constitu-
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tion, so Congress will have to decide the levels at which it wishes 
to fund these activities. 

Senator MENENDEZ. My problem with these answers is that you 
all want to kick the ball to someone else, but your nominations are, 
in essence, going to be part of policy decision-making. You will be 
in a room to be able to advocate at the State Department and inter
agency. 

So simply saying that Congress has the power of the purse, I am 
fully aware of that. The question is, what is your advocacy at a 
given point in time? Are these the essential programs that are nec
essary, as Secretary Mattis has said, that this is how we fight 
these ideologues? This is a guy who is a general. 

So I would like to get better answers. 
Finally, if I may, Mr. Chairman, Mr. Glass, we have a lot of Por

tuguese-Americans in New Jersey and from the Azores, an extraor
dinary group of citizens that have done extraordinary things in 
communities. 

Have you visited Portugal? 
Mr. GLASS. I have. 
Senator MENENDEZ. Do you speak Portuguese? 
Mr. GLASS. At this time, no. I have had some Spanish, and I am 

working on Portuguese and will certainly utilize the experts that 
are in the Embassy to help us learn the language. 

Senator MENENDEZ. I ask that question, because, in the past, 
these questions have been asked, when I was the chairman, of the 
nominees. And for some, it was disqualifying. For me, it is not. But 
I just wanted to know. 

Thank you very much. 
Senator JOHNSON. Mr. Glass, why don't you take this opportunity 

right now to provide some comfort to Senator Menendez. Talk 
about your experience on your trip to Portugal that you conveyed 
to me in my office. 

Mr. GLASS. The trip that Mary and I took to Portugal was 3 
years ago. We were on a pilgrimage to Fatima. When we got there, 
it truly transformed our lives. It transformed the way we look at 
each other. It transformed the way we look at our religion. 

As we traveled throughout the country, we realized the hospi
tality of the people there was extraordinary. And this was at a 
time, 3 years ago, that they were under a very severe recession. 
They had an austerity program that was enacted, so there was a 
lot of unemployment. Yet, that did not stop everybody from wel
coming us there. 

So we knew at the time when we left that we, frankly, left a big 
piece of our hearts there and that we wanted to come back. We cer
tainly had no idea that we would possibly be coming back, if con
firmed, in this role. 

But Portugal is very important to us, and we look forward to 
serving the United States in Portugal. 

Senator JOHNSON. Senator Udall? 
Senator UDALL. Thank you very much, Chairman Johnson. 
New Mexico, my home State, has one of the oldest Catholic tradi

tions in the country, and it has been over 400 years since the 
Catholic Church was first established in the State of New Mexico, 
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which obviously was not a State at the time. Those traditions still 
run very strong in the State. 

Like Pope Francis, many New Mexicans have a strong reverence 
for St. Francis de Assisi. In fact, the Catholic missionary efforts in 
New Mexico were started by the order named for him, the Francis
cans. 

The full name of my hometown of Santa Fe, the oldest capital 
city in the country, is also named for St. Francis. Its full name is 
La Villa Real de la Santa Fe de San Francisco de Assisi, the Royal 
Town of the Holy Faith of St. Francis of Assisi. The traditions of 
St. Francis run strong in New Mexico. 

The Pope honors the saint by taking his name and working in 
his tradition, writing in his encyclical, "Laudato Si," or "Praise Be 
to You," and it was subtitled, "On Care for Our Common Home," 
Pope Francis stated, "I believe that St. Francis is the example par 
excellence of care for the vulnerable, and of an integral ecology 
lived out joyfully and authentically. He is the patron saint of all 
who study and work in the area of ecology, and he is also much 
loved by non-Christians. He was particularly concerned for God's 
creation and for the poor and outcast." 

Those are the words of the Pope. The Pope gifted his encyclical 
on climate change to President Trump when he visited the Pope at 
the Vatican. 

Pope Francis in "Laudato Si" and on many other occasions has 
called on Catholics and people from every faith to work together to 
address climate change and protect the environment. 

In New Mexico, my constituents are at the frontlines of global 
warming, and we are already beginning to see the impacts of ex
treme weather events. 

Ms. Gingrich, could you share your thoughts on "Laudato Si" and 
how you would dialogue with the Holy See regarding climate 
change and what Pope Francis calls a dialogue about how we shape 
the future of the planet? 

Ms. GINGRICH. Well, the Pope and the President share a great 
concern about our environment. President Trump wants to main
tain that we have clean air and clean water, and that the United 
States remains an environmental leader. As President Trump said, 
we will disengage and pull out of the Paris Agreement, and either 
we enter the Paris Agreement or an entirely new agreement, one 
that is fair to Americans. 

If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Holy See as the 
United States pursues a balanced approach to climate policy, one 
that promotes American jobs, American prosperity, and energy se
curity. 

Senator UDALL. I really believe the essence and core of diplomacy 
is listening and having an open mind, and I hope that you will go 
over there with that approach and listen to the Pope. 

The Holy See has played an important role, along with the 
United States, to engage Cuba and to improve relations with our 
island neighbor. Cardinal Ortega in Cuba and Pope Francis have 
used the dialogue to help resolve differences between the United 
States and Cuba. 
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What are your views on this dialogue? And would you be willing 
to work with the Vatican to increase ties between the United 
States and the Cuban people? 

Ms. GINGRICH. Well, we certainly appreciate the Holy See's con
cern for a better relationship between the United States and Cuba. 
If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Holy See to ad
vance religious freedom and human dignity and human rights in 
Cuba. 

Senator UDALL. Do any of the other panelists have a view on the 
Pope's encyclical on climate change? 

I take that as no? No, no, no, all three. 
Okay, thank you very much. 
Senator JOHNSON. Senator Murphy? 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you all for being here. 
I wanted to follow up on Senator Menendez's line of questioning, 

especially to you, Mr. Risch, and to you, Mr. Sales, because it is 
an important point. You are going to be asked for your opinion. In 
fact, you are being nominated to your positions because of your pol
icy expertise in both of these areas. 

So he is right. It is simply not enough to suggest that you are 
going to follow orders. It is important for the nominating committee 
and for the Senate to know what advice you are going to be giving. 

So, Mr. Risch, let me just drill down to ask you a question that 
you have not answered yet, which is, if you were asked for your 
opinion as to whether State should retain function over visa re
sponsibilities, or it should be shifted to the Department of Home
land Security, what will your advice be? 

Mr. RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
This has been a subject of debate for quite some time. My under

standing is, currently, the debate is framed around government ef
ficiency. When I have seen this proposal bubble up, usually, it has 
been in the context of these efficiency initiatives and brainstorming 
sessions. 

I cannot speak to whether or not it would bring a certain effi
ciency to move that function from one department to the other. I 
do not intend to advocate for that. I am simply not in the position 
to make that efficiency call around that function. 

My concern in the past in criticizing the State Department was 
around a lack of respect for consular work, around national secu
rity concerns, and around the rule of law. I believe those issues 
have been addressed, so I do not intend to advocate for that change 
based on any concern around the way the State Department does 
its job. 

Senator MURPHY. Okay. I think that is fairly clear. It is impor
tant for us to understand whether you are being nominated to this 
position to effectively end the functionality. And I hear you to be 
saying that that is not your intent. 

Mr. RISCH. It is not my intent, Senator. I do not intend, if con
firmed, to lead a diminished Bureau of Consular Affairs. I intend 
to lead a bureau that I believe will probably be gaining responsi
bility and importance in protecting our country. 

Senator MURPHY. Thank you. 
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Mr. Sales, I appreciate your answer around efficiency. I do not 
think any of us disagree that every bureaucracy can get more effi
cient. But that is not what is happening to the Department of 
State. 

This is a strategic focus on a greatly diminished capacity, and 
specifically some of the biggest cuts happen under your portfolio. 
So there is a 10 percent cut in funding for the counterterrorism bu
reau. But then more damaging, there is a 30 percent cut to NADR 
funding proposed in the Ptesident's budget, and that is foreign aid 
for counterterrorism activities at State. That budget request moves 
a $1.1 billion fund down to a $680 million fund. 

So do you think that you can effectively carry out on the set of 
responsibilities you are given with a 30 percent cut to NADR fund
ing, which seems to go beyond just those savings that can be cap
tured by efficiency? 

Mr. SALES. Thanks for the question, Senator. I will answer it as 
best I can from my vantage point as an outsider, somebody who 
has not yet gotten a great deal of visibility on the internal delibera
tions on these very important questions. 

So with that caveat, what I can tell you is, if I ever thought
we talked about this yesterday in your office, Senator, so I can as
sure you that if I ever thought that I did not have the resources 
I needed to do the job to which I had been confirmed, I would have 
no hesitation whatsoever about raising that concern with my supe
riors and advocating for what I deem to be necessary. 

Senator MURPHY. I appreciate that answer. I think if that is your 
sincere answer, you will be in a position of advocating very vigor
ously very early. 

The hiring freeze that at first applied to the entirety of the Fed
eral Government now o.pplics to only one o.gency, and that is the 
State Department. And you will all feel that, because you will not 
be able to hire individuals that you need in order to perform the 
tasks at your departments and your embassies. Extraordinary 
measures have been taken to prevent lateral transfers within the 
Department of State. Thus, you will see certain functionalities 
hollowed out because of the traditional ways in which State moved 
people back and forth are no longer available. 

There is something extraordinary happening right now, and 
mimy of nR cannot. nerive t.he motivation for it. But you are all 
going to feel the brunt of it. I hope that all of your answers would 
be the same as Mr. Sales, that if you felt that you did not have 
the resources, that notwithstanding the decisions that have been 
made by the White House, you would argue for more resources. 

Thanks, Mr. Chairman. If we have a second round, I might have 
more one or two more. 

Senator JOHNSON. Before I turn to Senator Merkley, as long as 
we are on the subject, Mr. Sales, talk about your experience at 
OHS and the coordination that is going to be incredibly important 
between the Department of State and DHS. I think that is a legiti
mate discussion point, in terms of where these activities are best 
carried out. 

Mr. SALES. Thank you, Senator. 
In my experience at DHS, one of the most important areas of 

international engagement that bears real fruit, in terms of counter-
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terrorism, is information-sharing. It is really critically important 
for our international allies to tell us if they know about a known 
or suspected terrorist who might be trying to travel to the United 
States, to tell us if they know about somebody who has a criminal 
history as long as your forearm trying to travel to the United 
States. 

We have made some great strides toward ensuring more effective 
sharing of that kind of information since 9/11. Here in the United 
States, we have pioneered information-sharing. After 9/11, one of 
the refrains that we constantly heard was the need to tear down 
the wall. Well, there are not just walls in our domestic law. There 
are also walls in our international relations that impede the effec
tive sharing of information. 

So if I were confirmed to this position, that would be, I think, 
a top priority of mine, working with our allies around the globe to 
talk about ways to share that information to enhance our counter
terrorism effectiveness on both sides of the transaction. 

Senator JOHNSON. Okay, I just wanted to give you that oppor
tunity, because I think when you take a look at this massive Fed
eral Government, with the results of the 9/11 commission talking 
about the stovepipes, it is a legitimate management discussion and, 
quite honestly, an initiative to take a look at where best these 
functions should reside. 

So I do not see any problem whatsoever in having this adminis
tration do a top-to-bottom review and take a look at that. And 
where it all shakes out, there is a second branch of government 
here, and Congress will certainly engage in that. Certainly, under 
my other committee, chairman of Homeland Security and Govern
ment Affairs, will be discussing these things. But this is what effec
tive management does. You are always doing postmortems. You are 
always taking a look at what is the most effective way to spend the 
money to get the best result. 

So with that, Senator Merkley? 
Senator MERKLEY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
It is a pleasure to j oin my colleague, Senator Wyden, in wel

coming our fellow Oregonian, George Edward Glass, nominated to 
serve as U.S. Ambassador to Portugal. Mr. Glass has probably been 
introduced in terms of the details, that he is a native Oregonian, 
a proud graduate of the University of Oregon, but I want to empha
size those things again, and that he certainly has tremendous Or
egon passions, like the love of Oregon's outdoor spaces and Ducks 
football-hopefully a good season ahead. 

I am grateful that he is willing to put those loves on hold to be 
overseas to serve our country. 

A warm welcome to Mr. Glass's wife, Mary. Thank you for join
ing us today. 

Ambassadorial posts are necessarily family affairs, so I appre
ciate the fact that Mrs. Glass is willing to join her husband in trav
eling and representing the United States in Portugal: 

Portugal has been a very important ally, and we have seen a 
very intriguing and successful economic story unfold there. I think 
nurturing this relationship will be of great service. I thank you, 
Mr. Glass, for being willing to undertake that mission. 
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Mr. GLASS. Thank you, Senator Merkley. Thank you for serving 
the great State of Oregon in the United States Senate. We really 
appreciate it. 

Senator MERKLEY. You are welcome. 
And, Ms. Gingrich, I wanted to follow up on the question that 

was asked in regard to the Pope's encyclical. He gave it as a 
present to President Trump when he was there. Has President 
Trump had a chance to read or digest that encyclical? 

Ms. GINGRICH. I am not aware whether or not he has read the 
encyclical. 

Senator MERKLEY. In your preparation to serve, have you had a 
chance to take a look at it? 

Ms. GINGRICH. I have looked at some of it, sir. 
Senator MERKLEY. Are there pieces of it that particularly reso

nate for you? 
Ms. GINGRICH. Well, I think we are all called to be stewards of 

the land. You know, as I said earlier, President Trump cares for 
our environment. He wants to sustain our clean air and our clean 
water, and he wants the United States to be an environmental 
leader. 

We are not backing off of that. But we are looking to increase 
the security of this country, to promote more jobs for Americans, 
and to have better prosperity. So the focus is slightly different, but 
we do want to remain an environmental leader. 

Senator MERKLEY. The Pope has indicated that he feels that 
there is a huge urgency to acting quickly to address the basic fac
tors driving climate disruption. Do you share that sense of ur
gency? 

Ms. GINGRICH. Well, I do believe that climate change exists, and 
that some of it is due to human behavior. But I think as the Presi
dent pursues a better deal for Americans, we will, indeed, remain 
an environmental leader in the world. 

Senator MERKLEY. I appreciate your confidence in that. I must 
say I must have missed a few of the President's statements that 
have given you that have faith. I wish it were so. I am not per
suaded, but perhaps we will see more unfold in that regard. 

What other two or three things do you see as the key to your par
ticular responsibilities, should you hold this post? 

Ms. GINGRICH. If confirmed, I am looking forward to working 
with the Holy See to combat human trafficking. This is a horrific 
offense that threatens our global security. The President has made 
it a priority to combat human trafficking. Chairman Corker and 
other members of this committee have made it a priority as well. 
The Holy See is a valued partner in this regard, and the Pope has 
lent international focus to this issue. 

So if confirmed, I look forward to working with the White House, 
the Congress, and the Holy See to combat human trafficking 
around the world. 

Senator MERKLEY. My appreciation to all of you for putting your
selves forward in what can be a complex, difficult, and trying nomi
nations process. 

With that, I will yield back the rest of my time. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thanks, Senator Merkley. 
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Looking at my list of questions, when I did some follow-ups to 
some of the other Senator's questions, I have pretty well covered 
it and questioned everybody except for Mrs. Gingrich, my fellow 
Wisconsinite. 

So let me just give you an opportunity. George Santayana, I am 
probably mispronouncing it like I did "basilica" earlier, a senior 
moment, made the famous statement that those who do not re
member history are condemned to repeat it. I know both you and 
your husband are serious students of history. 

In particular, your study of Pope John Paul II, your documen
tary, "Nine Days That Changed the World," from my standpoint, 
that really puts you in a very good position to understand exactly 
the power of leadership. And I believe, as I am sure you do to, I 
think America has been a phenomenal force for good in the world. 
I think the Catholic Church has been a phenomenal force for good 
in the world. 

In my own community, one of the things I got involved in that 
got me involved in public service was trying to save the Catholic 
school system there as a private-sector alternative. 

So can you just talk a little bit about your study that produced 
those documentaries and how that leadership-what you learned in 
terms of leadership and how America and the Holy See can work 
together to really help change the world? 

Ms. GINGRICH. Our movie, "Nine Days That Changed the World," 
highlights this exact topic. 

In 1979, Pope John Paul II traveled to Poland on a historic pil
grimage to see the Polish people, and it was against the wishes of 
the communist government. Millions of Poles came out to greet the 
Holy Father. It was really seen as the beginning of the end of com
munism in Poland and Eastern Europe. 

Pope John Paul II worked very closely with President Reagan. 
Ten years later, you had the first free elections in Poland. 

So it is so important that we reach out to places like the Holy 
See to forward good in this world and to make it a better place to 
advance our peace and our freedom and our human dignity. 

Senator JOHNSON. I think an ambassador that understands that 
history, understands the power of that leadership, is perfectly suit
ed for this position. 

Senator Murphy, do you have any further questions? 
Senator MURPHY. Just an additional two questions. 
One for Mr. Risch. We have been talking about this administra

tion's policy toward refugees. Multiple courts have held that the 
policy is illegal, in part because it appears discriminatory, given 
that it is targeted only to refugees of certain countries, when we · 
have security vulnerabilities that still exist in many other refugee 
programs, in many other immigration programs, I would argue visa 
waiver at the top of that list. 

Can you speak to whether you believe that the only means of 
protecting this country is an outright ban on refugees? Or whether 
you believe that, at some point, there is going to be an amendment 
of this policy by the administration, may be advocated by you once 
you are in place, to provide additional screening within the pro
gram to allow it to restart? Do you need the ban or can you make 
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changes to the program that satisfy the concerns that many people 
have about it? 

Mr. RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
As for refugee policy, I will point out that that really is not some

thing that would fall underneath .the Bureau of Consular Affairs. 
It would really be under PRM and their relationship with my agen
cy now, USCIS. 

As for vetting, at least in the refugee context, I can speak as 
someone who has done refugee interviews over many years that the 
interviews are very detailed and go into great detail about their 
persecution story, biographic data. And every one of them is spoken 
to by an American officer. 

So as for whether or not refugees are screened, they most cer
tainly are, in the sense that they are spoken to at great length 
about their qualifications. 

As for the current situation with a travel pause of certain coun
tries and the way that is playing out, I certainly support any kind 
of steps that are necessary to review our national security posture 
and take a look at whether or not our vetting processes are suffi
cient to protect the United States .. 

Senator MURPHY. Mr. Sales, let me ask you one specific question, 
and then I will defer to written questions for the remainder. 

We talked a little bit in my office about some of the current con
flicts in the Middle East today. The most recent intelligence esti
mate provided to Congress shows that AQAP, which has always 
been the most lethal and most homeland- oriented arm of Al 
Qaeda, is growing stronger and stronger inside Yemen because of 
the civil war. Under the Obama administration, there was a robust 
political process that Secretary Kerry was Jeading to try to end 
that violence and to try to end the benefit that was being provided 
toAQAP. 

I have talked to all of the players inside that conflict, and none 
of them see that political process happening today. It is, by and 
large, dead, in part because Saudis feel empowered by the green 
light that they interpret as having been given through the Presi
dent's visit there. 

Can you just speak to the importance of a political process inside 
Yemen and the danger of allowing for this civil war to persist, 
given the growth of AQAP during that time? 

Mr. SALES. Senator, I could not agree more with the premise of 
your question that a purely military solution is never going to 
achieve the counterterrorism gains we need. 

What is needed is a stable environment, because as you point 
out, terrorists thrive in political vacuums. That is the lesson of Af
ghanistan. That is the lesson of Libya. That is the lesson of Iraq. 

So diplomatic engagement, I think, is absolutely essential to en
sure that we have a durable and stable status quo in Yemen to 
bring the fighting to an end and empower local players to gain con
trol over territory and borders. 

That is the only way you are going to get AQAP under control, 
Senator. 

Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator Murphy. 
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Again, I want to thank all the witnesses for your testimony. Con
gratulations again on your nominations. I want to congratulate the 
President. I really think that the selection here, your unique back
grounds and capabilities I think suit you well for the positions to 
which you have been nominated. 

Thank you for your willingness to serve. I want to thank your 
families. You will probably be seeing less of your loved ones. These 
are serious responsibilities. 

But again, thank you very much. 
With that, I have to find the secret words here. 
For the information of the members, the record will remain open 

until the close of business on Thursday, July 20. 
Senator JOHNSON. This hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:19 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO CALLISTA GINGRICH BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. For the past 10 years, my work as a documentary film producer a od au
thor bas highlighted the fundamental imr ortance of liberty and democracy in Amer
ican history, and in America's excej)_tiona place in the world. 

In our documentary 61.m, Ni"ne Days that Changed the World, we explored the 
quest for freedom and democracy in an international context, focusini; on Pope John 
Paul II's historic pilgrimage to Poland in 1979-an event that inspired tbe Polish 
people to renew their hearts, reclaim their courage, and free themselves from the 
shackles of Communism. Nine Days that Changed the World is frequently used in 
religious education programs throughout the United States-helping to instill a 
strong appreciation for liberty and democracy in the next generation. 

My Ellis the Elephant American history ser ies for children features the pivotal 
moments that have shaped our great nation. These books also highlight our Amer
ican values of liberty and democracy and have reached a wide-ranging audience. 

If confirmed , I look forward to working witl1 the Holy See to support and promote 
human rights and democracy throughout the world. 

Question 2. Do you commit to bri,ng to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department lnspector General) any change in fOlicy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced by any of the Presidents business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 3. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect th~t a. fo reign government, head of state? or foreign_-controlled ent~ty _is taking 
any action m order to benefit any of the President's business or financial mterests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 4. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Holy See? 

Answer. No. 
Question. 5. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 

well, diversity make.s business teams better both in te.rms of creativity and produc
tivity. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that come from 
diverse backgrounds and ,underrepresented groups in the Foreign Service? 

Answer. I s trongly believe that those who represent the United States abroad 
must represent the fu ll beauty, strength, and diversity of the fabric of American so-
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ciety. As the State Department's Statement on Divei:-sity and Equal Employment 
Opportunity notes, 'Our commitment to inclusion must be evident in the face we 
present to the world and in the decision-making processes that represent our diplo
matic goals." 

As a small business owner I have made it. a priority to build a strong, mutually 
supportive team. U confirmed, I will take the same approach to managing each 
member of the Embassy Vatican team, taking special care ·to ensure that each indi
vidual is able to draw upon his or her unique background and experience to con
tribute to the goals of our mission. I am fully committed to equal employment oppor
tunity principles. 

Question 6. What steps will you take to ensure that each of the supervisors at 
the Embassy are fostering an environment that's diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. Just as I take seriously my own responsibility, if confirmed, to lead a di
verse and inclusive mission I am committed to ensuring the managers and super
visors at Embassy Vatican fully uphold equal employment oppo:rtunity principles 
and promote the success of each member of our embassy community. If confirmed, 
I will clearly and consistently articulate these principles as chief o( mission, and I 
wi.Jl ensure our embassy supervisors consistently prioritize them in their inter
actions. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS "FOR THE RECORD 
SU13M1'1'TED TO NATHAN SALES BY SENATOR MARCO RUBIO 

Question 1. Hezbollah remains one of the world's most deadly terrorist organiza
tions and is responsible for the deaths of hundreds of Americans. ln addition to the 
funding it receives from Iran, Hezbollah runs a sophisticated network of criminal 
activities to fund its terrorist operations in Lebanon and throughout the world, in
cluding in the Western Hemispher11. Do you have recommendations on how the 
United States can better confront the threat posed by Hezbollah? Dolou agree with 
long-held U.S. policy that there is no distinction between military an civilian wings 
of terrorist groups like Hezbollah or Hames? If confirmed, will you press our EU 
allies to designate all of Hezbollah as a terrorist organization? 

Answer. liizballah is a U.S. designated foreign terrorist organization whose global 
terrorist operations, and illicit activity and military operations in Syria and else
where, threaten global security and contribute to re!Ponal instability. If confirmed, 
disrupting Hizballah's far-reaching terrorist and military capabilities will be one of 
my top priorities. I will continue engaging in a range of efforts to counter Hizballah, 
including using designations tools and working closely with the Departments of 
Treasury and Justice and other U.S. Government entities to improve capacity and 
increase awareness in regions where Hizballah is most active, including Eastern Eu
rope, the Arabian Peninsula, S.outl1east Asia, Latin America, and West Africa. 

The United Stat.cs does not distinguish between Hizballah's different wings. This 
approach ie based on a coreful review of all available information, which indicates 
that Hizballah'a numerous branches and subsidiaries share common funding, per
sonnel, and leadership, all of which support the group's violent actions. 

Question 2. Although ISIS is steadily losing territory, it will remain a terrorism 
th.rest for years to come. Its foreign-born fighters will return to th.eir homelands, 
including the United States. ISIS will also continue to have an online presence that 
will allow it to in pire and support potential homegrown terrorists. How do you be· 
lieve ISIS will evolve alter it loses its territory in Iraq and Syria? Once ISIS is 
stateless, how should the U.S. combat the group? Where will America be most vu]. 
nerable? 

Answer. As ISIS continues to lose territory, the group has had increasing dif
ficulty attracting foreign terrorist fighters to travel to Iraq and Syria. Additionally, 
Coalition-backed military operations in Iraq and Syria are being conducted simulta
neously both to accelerate Lhe defeat of ISIS and to ensure that foreign fightei:-s al
read,Y on the battlefield are unable to escape. Nevert.heless, we expect the group to 
continue to rely on its global netv.•orks and branches to carry out and inspire attacks 
beyond Iraq and Syria. ISIS will likelr continue to urge its followers to carry out 
attacks in their home countries, includJng the United States, rather than calling for 
followers to travel to Iraq and Syria- a mesS!lge the group began to disseminate last 
year when it began to lose large swaths of territory. 

In response the United St.ates has made important strides to defeat ISIS and re
duce the number of terrorist safe havens around the world. If confirmed, J will con-



377 

tinue to work with partners to improve information sharing; increase law enforce
ment and judicial capacities to detect, deter, investigate, and prosecute terrorists 
and terrorist financing; strengthen borders; and improve our ability to counter ter
rorist narratives. 

Question 3. What do you see as the most urgent counterterrorism issues for the 
U.S. Government to address? What would be the most important counterterrorism 
issues for you as the Coordinator for Counterterrorism at the State Department? 

Answer. Today's terrorist landscape is more complex, multifaceted, and localized 
than ever before and we should expect ISIS to adopt new tactics and targets as a 
result of Coalition success in Iraq and Syria. But we must also remain vigilant· 
against threats posed by al-Qa'ida and its regional affiliates as well as by Iranian
backed terrorist groups. 

Anticipatinl{ new terrorist threats by ISIS outside of Iraq and Syria, the CT Bu
reau. and its tnteragency partners will have to ensure that police, border security 
oflicials, prosecutors, and other civilian-led entities -in foreign partner countries are 
prepared to counter more attacks by battle-hardened foreign terrorist fighters and 
homegrown violent extremists operating in places like Southeast Asia Western Eu
rope, Africa, and potentially the homeland. ·ir confirmed, I will emp\oy diplomacy 
and targeted programmatic assistance to ensure that our partners have the will and 
capacities to address evolving terrorist threats, tactics, and travel. 

If confirmed, I would carefully consider and prioritize which efforts the CT Bureau 
could lead or support to address the long-teMl drivets of extremism. Specifically, I 
would coordinate closely with other departments and ag_en"Cies to coordinate the De
partment's international countering violent extremism (CVE) efforts. 

Question 4. Do you believe that Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps-not 
just the Qods Force-should be designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization? 

Answer. My understanding is that the Department of State is committed to a 
wbole-of-,::overnment approach that ensures appropriate action against the ffiGC's 
illicit activities. The administration is currently reviewing its overall Iran policy. 
This review presents the U.S. Government with an opportu11ity to identify addi· 
tional actions the U.S. can undertake to counter the IRGC. 

AB an ent ity of the Iran.ian G{)vernment, my understanding is that the IRGC is 
cunently subject to a range of restrictions and sanctions th.at derive from Iran's des
ignation as a Stat.a Sponsor of Terrorism (SST). There are other restrictions and 
sanctions that impact the IRGC, to include: numerous Exerntive Orders that collec
tively block Iranian property and interests from the U.S. commercial and financial 
systems, and which can have secondary sanctions consequences. 

I am aware that the administration is aggressively targeting Iran's destabilizing 
activities around the world, including its support for terrorism, by imposing sanc
tions on individuals and entities related to the IRGC-Qods Force and Iranian prox
ies like Hizballah and Al-ABhtar Brigades, as well as individuals and entities con
nected to Iran's ballistic missile program. Additionally, the State Department has 
recently announced multiple designations and sanctions targeting people and enti
ties affiliated with Iran and the IRGC. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO NATHAN SALES BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. Promoting human rights and democracy has been a top priority of mine, 
both during my government service and as a law profassor; I believe that i.t is essen
tial t.o prese.rve a durable balance between national security needs and the funda
mental rights that are a bedr:ock of our democracy. For example, as a policymaker 
at the Department of Justice and the Department of Homeland Security, I worked 
to ensure that new counterterrorism initiatives included concrete and specific pro
tections for privacy and civil liberties, such as judicial review, congressional over
sight, internal audits, and similar safeguards. During my time as a law professor, 
I have sought to instill in my students a deep appreciation for this country's basic 
constitutional values, especially the many foreign students I have taught over the 
year.s. I also have promoted those values :overseas, by teaching classes and giving 
to lectures to students, lawyers, and other audiences around the world-including 
in post-Communist countries like Georgia, Poland, Romania, and Slovakia-about 
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the rule of law, judicial review, and judicial independence. If confirmed, I would 
bring this enduring commitment with me to the State Department. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights issues related to counterter
rorism? What are the most important steps you expect to take-if confirmed-to 
promote human rights and demoeracy with respect to counterterrorism? What do 
you hope to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. Respect for human right.s while combating terrorism is an essential part 
of any successful and sustainable counterterrorism strategy. If confirmed, l will en
sure that principles of democracy, good iovernance, and human rights protections 
for all members 0f society are embedded m the CT Bureau's policies and programs. 

An effective approach ·to count.ering violent extremism (CVE) requires developing 
an understanding of the factors that may be driving ·individuals towards 
radicalization and violence. The denial of human rights and the inability of citizens 
to gain redr~ for grievances peacefully are some of the factors that can reed ter
rorist propaganda that seeks 'to justily violence. Conversely, freedom of speech and 
freedom of religion are 'important components in efforts in countering violent extre
mism. 

In addition to ensuring the protection of basic human rights, it is also important 
to make sure that the criminal justice system promotes and adheres to the rule of 
law in the course of detecting, disrupting, and prosecuting terrorist offenders. Coun
tries need clear legal frameworks that are consistently and uniformly applied to a:11 
citizens. Criminal justice actors, who i.mplement the law, must conduct their work 
in an accountable and transparent manner. Oversight mechaniHms must be in place 
to ensure that criminal justice actors and institutions operate in accordan.ce with 
domestic and internationa.I laws, including protections for human rights. 

In recognition of the important nexus between human rights and counterterrorism 
efforts, if confirmed, I will use diplomatic and foreiir1 a$$istance tools to continue 
to press for well-functioning law enforcement agencies that respect citizens' basic 
rights· I will ensure that human nihts are integrated in criminal justice efforts; and 
I will stress the importance of usmg a range of stakeholders to combat terroriam 
and counter violent extremism. 

Questio11 3. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human rights issues you have identi.fied in your previous response? 

Answer. Political will is critical to ensuring that counterterrorism measures a:re 
carried out in 11cc.ordance with human rights standards. Should I be confirmed, I 
will mnkR it. n prinrit.y in my tlP.111ingii with fnrP.ign rnrt.nrir11 to emphllfl.ize· the impor
tance of a strong and enduring commitment to human rights. Another potentinl ob
stacle may be an insufficient understanding of the critical role that human rights 
play in a sustainable and effective counterterrorism approach. A government that 
regularly transgresses broadly accepted human rights standards in its approach to 
countering terrorism couJd contribute to radicalization. Given the U.S. experience 
balancing security and strong human rights. protections under law we can assist 
governments to improve their understanding and practice on this essential issue. If 
confirmed, ] intend t.o marshal the diplomatic weight and resources of nllied and 
olher l.ik~mjmJ.atl cow1lri1ii,i Lu uml.tiri;c:urn LhaL cuunlerlllrrurism efforts must be car
ried out with respect for human rights and the rule oflaw. 

QuestiOII 1. If confirmer!, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the 
Leahy Law and similar elrorts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights? 

Answer. U.S. Government-funded security assistance initiatives must reinforce es
sential American princiriles and values, including respect for and promotion of 
hu!"al_l rights. All benefi.ciaries of such assistance m~st be fully vetted per the 
gu.1delmes of ~he Leahy ~endment: If cimfirmed, I W!ll work. to ensure that tl!,e 
Counterterronsm Bureau fully complies with Leahy vetting requirements. I also will 
emphasize, in my diplomatic outreach to .counterparts globally, that a commitment 
to strong human rights protections is vital to effective counterterrorism practice. 

Question 5 Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be iniluenceJ by auy uf lhe Presi1.ltmL i,i Lui,iu11J,u1 ilr lfoancial inlerni:,1.\1, ur 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. If coofirmed, I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, 
regulations, and rules, and to raise any concerns that I may have through appro
priate channels. 

QueMion 6. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sw;
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
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any scti.on in. order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the intf;!rests of senior White House staff? 

AnBwcr. If confirmed, I commit to comply with ull rclcvunt fcdcrul cth.ics luwa, 
re~lations, and. rules, and to raise any concerns that I may have through appro
pnate channels. 

Question 7. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 
well, diversity makes business teams better both in tenns of creativity and in t.erms 
or productivity. What will you do to promot.e, me.ntor and support your staff that 
comes from backgrounds and underrepresented groups? · 

Answer. I agree strongly that a diveri,e team is a stronger team. If confirmed, I 
will promot.e diversity across the organization and ensure full and equal opportunity 
for all individuals and voices no matter what their backgrounds. In so doing, T will 
remain committed to the following core principles: (J.) respect for the dignity of the 
individual, (2) integrity, (3) trust, (4) credibility, (5) continuous improvement, and 
(6) robust and open lines of communication. Jn setting these expectations, I believe 
this will help to build a well-rounded organize,tion. Ensuring access t.o, interaction 
with, and opportunity for employees of different backgrounds will bring their unique 
perspectives, e,cpe.riences, and skills to bear on the challenges the CT Bureau will 
face, thereby improving our workforce. 

Question 8. Women have a key role to play in combatting terrorism and violent 
extremism. Unfortunately, women continue to be underrepresented in our security 
sector institutions. What do you plan to do to better include women in the security 
sector and bring in their ideas to more effectively counter terrorism? 

Answer. I strongly believe that women play a critical role in combatting terrorism 
and violent extremism, whether as community leaders, civil society members, or 
government officials and security sector practitioners. As a father of two young girls, 
I believe we cannot afford to allow women's roles in preventing and countering vio
lent extremism to go untapped. Whether as observers, supporters, facilitators, pre
venters, or victims of terrorism, one thing is clear: we do a disservice to women, and 
all of society, if we disregard their perspectives in the analysis, research, advocacy, 
and partnership-building that is so essential to the work W!J do every day to counter 
terrorism and violent extremism. If confirmed, I would lead the CT Bureau's efforts 
to involve women in all of these arenas, particularly in key frontline states with ac
tive terrorist threats. 

Question 9. How will you ensure that soft power tools are sufficiently funded and 
properly implemented within our overarching CT and CVE policies? 

Answer. Countering terrorist narratives, messaging, recruitment, and inspiration 
to violence are critical soft power tools for defeating ISIS and other terrorist groups 
and networks. If confirmed, I am committed to working internally, with the inter
agency, and especially internationally to secure support and resources to fund these 
tools and efforts. 

When I feel it is warranted, I will not hesitate to advocate for resources to support 
these tools from within our own government. I also plan to encourage other donor 
countries, host-eountry _governments, and local partners to take more respooaibil:ity 
for leading CT and CVE efforts· they are best positioned to ensUl'e .sustained suc
cess. Already, the State Department has leveraged hundreds of millions of dollars 
over the last several years from Western EUJ:opean and other donors to fund muny 
CVE initiatives and programming around the world. I look forward to continuing 
that work to ensure we and our partners are committed to these soft power tools. 

Question 10. Do you believe these tools to be important in our fight against ter
rorism? 

Answer. These. tools are a critical part of U.S. counter-terrorism efforts. CVE is 
a whole of government and whole of society effort. Non-law enforcement, civilian 
agencies of government play a role in this effort-as do cities and municipalities. 
Women, youth, families, educators, social workers, religious leaders, and the private 
sector also need to be engaged. in countering violent extremism. Bringing to bear the 
expertise of these diverse elements of society is critical for the design and implemen
tation of CVE programming. 

Question 11. Do you agree with the administration's cuts to critical components 
of State's soft-power portfolio? 

Answer. Countering terrorist narratives, messaging, recruitment, and inspiration 
to violence is a cri.tical part of defeating ISIS and other ten:orist groups and net
works. If confirmed, I would work internally at the State Department and with the 
interagency to secure support and resources to fund appropriate tools and efforts. 
In addition my understanding is that the State Department encourages other donor 
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countries, host-country governments, and local partners to take more responsibility 
for leading CT and CVE efforts; they are best positioned to ensure ustained suc
cess. Jn fact, the Departm.ent has leveraged hundreds of millions of dollars over the 
last several years from Western European and other donors to fund many coun
tering violent extremism initiatives and programming around the world. 

Question 12. We are enteri.ng an era where our counterterrorism programs and 
activities have to be both more comprehensive and more flexible. The classic al
Qaeda model of centralized direction and financing of massive and complicated ter
ror attacks against the West is largely obsolete, yielding to ISIL's decentralized, in
spirational and entrepreneurial model. How should the U.S. adapt to meet these 
new challenges? 

Answer. Today's terrorism landscape is more complex, multi-faceted, and localized 
than ever before. I believe that the evolving terrorist landscape, especially given the 
Defeat-ISIS Coalition's military success in Iraq and Syria, will 11lace a new premium 
on combatting terrorism through non-military approaches and ,viii reguire that our 
partners in key areas have the will and capacities to add.ress decentralized, regional 
terrorist threats. 'I'he State Department generally and the CT Bureau specifically 
will have an outsized role to play in this effort. If confirmed, I ,vill work to improve 
the civilian-led capabilities-police, border security, prosecutors, and others-of key 
partners to ensure they are able to more effectively confront new terrorist trends 
and tactics. ln particular, we and our allies must be prepared to address threats 
by foreign terrorist fighters (FTFs) returning from Iraq and Syria as well as by 
homegrown violent extremists (HVEs). Identifying and addressing ther;e types of in
dividuals, in the wake of our Coalition's success, will require improved capabilities 
and information sharing among front-line partners. If confirmed, l: would invest the 
time and resources to ensll!'e the United States and its allies increasingly coordinat:e 
and develop non-military approaches to identifying and addressing these and other 
emerging threats. 

Question 13. What can the CT Bureau and the State Department do to push for 
those changes? 

Answer. Anticipating new terrorist threats by ISIS and other terrorist groufls out
side of Iraq and Syria, the CT Bureau, working with interagency partners, wi. l have 
to ensure that police, border security, prosecutors, and other civilian-led entities in 
foreign partner countries are prepared to counter -morA nttacjq; hy hnttle-h11rdenecl 
foreign terrorist fighters and homegrown violent extremists operating in places like 
Southeast Asia, Western Europe, Africa, and potentially the homeland. If confirmed, 
T \viii employ diplomacy and targeted programmatic assistance to ensure that our 
partners have the will and capacities to address evolving terrorist threats, tactics, 
and travel. 

If confirmed, I would carefully consider and prioriti.ze which efforts the CT Bureau 
could best led or support to add.ress the long-term drivers of extremism. Specifically, 
I would coordinate closely with other departments and agencies to coordinate the 
Department's international CVE efforts. 

Question 14-. The administration is attempting to slash the resources for US diplo
macy and foreign assistance for d.evelopment across the boa.rd. Such actions deeply 
undercut any comprehensive strategy and effort to support and inoculate at-nsk 
countries from terrorism and extremism. How should tho CT Buronu and tho State 
Department compensate for that? 

Answer. Secretary Tillerson has made clear that countering terrorist narratives, 
messaging, recruitment, and inspiration to violence is a critical part of defeating 
ISIS and other transnational terrorist networks. Protecting U.S. national security 
and countering terrorism is the administration's top priority and the CT Bureau's 
budget request reflects this. This funding is cri.tical to sustaining gains from the 
surge of assistance in FY 2016 and "FY 2017 and will allow the Department to con
tinue to address the rapidly evolving terrorist threat. If confirmed. and if I deter
mine that additional resources are needed in the future to meet our global eounter
terrorism objectives, I would not hesitate to advocate for tbem. 

RESPONSE TO ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR MARco RUBIO 

Question 1. Portugal is a NATO ally and houses U.S. forces in the Azores. Still, 
NATO estimates that Portugal spent less than 1.4 percent of its GDP on defense, 
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far below the NATO gwdeline of 2 percent. If confirmed, do you intend to encourage 
the Portuguese Government to increase its defense spending'! 

An!lwP.r. ff r.onfirmP.rl , 1 will prP.~R 'Port11gAl to mP.P.t, thP. 2 pP.rr.P,nt t'IP.flm,m RpP.nrling 
pledge made at the 2014 Wales Summit and realiumed at Warsaw in 2016, to spend 
two percent of GDP on defense, with 20 percent of total defense expend·itures on 
major equipment. 

I look forward to seeing Portugal's national plan later this year, which should ar
ticulate bow Portugal will reach the Wales goals. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
act.ions? 

Answer. My wife, Mary, and I have served on numerous Educational Boards be
cause we both feel deeply that Education is the fundamental tool used to defend 
human rights. (K-12, University, and Medical School). However, there are two mis' 
sions that we serve now that have most profoundly affected our lives. We have re
cently begun working with the Catholic Charitres organization in Portland Oregon 
in their Refu,gee Relocation Program and the .Backpack for Kids program. Jn the ref
ugee relocation program, hearing the accounts of numerous families and what 
they've been through to finally reach our shores is gut wrenching. The dangers, the 
loss of life, and the struggles of their Joumeys sets everything in perspective regard
ing how we live and Wovern in Amen.ca. Tlie impact of our efforts is never enough 
but we have be.en trying to help individuals learn English, obtain housing, and find 
jobs. In the backpack for kids program, what we found was in some of the lower 
income level grade schools many kids we.re showing up Monday morning literally 
starved from lack of food over the weekend. The school we work in consi'sts of a high 
percentage of migrant working families and in the off season work for their parents 
is difficult to find. The program consists of the children picking up a backpack Fri
day nfl:.ernoon's loaded with e.nough square meals to feed both them and their s.ib
lings over the weekend. (The backpack is provided so that there is no public stigma 
for the kids regarding "getting a hand out" of food). Thi.s program has gained both 
religious and corporate sponsorship and is now feeding over 70 families at this 
school alone. 

Question 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in the Republic 
of Portugal today? What are the most important steps you 0l!J)ect to take-if con
finned- to advance human rights and democracy in the Republic of Portugal? What 
do you. hope to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. Portugal has a strong record on human rights, but-like in any country
there are areas where improvements can be made. The biggest human rights prob
lems in Portugal includ.e excessive use of force and abuse of detainees and prisoners 
by police and prison guards; poor, unhealthy, and overcrowded prison conditions; 
and violence against women and children. Some of these issues have been brought 
to light in an ongoing case involving 18 officers of the Portuguese Public Security 
Police (PSP) and their alleged abUBe of six black youths. 

Other problems include the incarceration of juveojJcs with adults, denial of legal 
counsel and family contact to detainees, disregard of detainees' rights by the Judici
ary Police (PJ), lengthy pre-trial detention, detention of asylum seekers, some gov
ernment corruption, the practice of female genital mutilation and cutting (FGM/C) 
of girls in the Bissau-Guinean and other African communities, societal discrimina
tion and exclusion against Roma, hindrances to labor organizing, trafficking in per
sons for sexual exploitation and forced labor, and a growing gap between pay for 
men and women. 

If confirmed, I will press Portuguese authorities to work on these issues. I will 
also make clear the United States' support of human rights through public and pri
vate outrea<:h. Through these actions I hope to improve Portugal's already-strong 
record on human rights. 

Question 3. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human rights Issues you have identified in your previous response? What chal
lenges will you face in the Republic of Portugal in advancing human rights, civil 
society and democracy in general? 

Answer. In general, Portugal has a strong record on human righ.ts. Still, manage
ment mechanisms within the justice system need to be improved and cultural norms 
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are largely to blame for ongoing violence against women and children. Portugal has 
a good record investigating and prosecuting these crimes but, if confirmed, I will 
work with my Portuguese contacts to improve their work in this area. 

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and 
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and witli local human rights 
NGOs in the Republic of Portugal? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed I am committed to meeting with all of these organiza
tions and, if confirmed, I will continue Mission Portugal's close work with these 
groups. J wiU also ensure that Mission Portugal continues to support the Leahy Law 
and other provisions by maintaining stringent vetting standaraii and closely moni
toring all security assistance and cooperation activities. 

Question 5. Will you engage with Portuguese Government officials on matters of 
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I will look to continue a·nd expand Mission Portul?Bl's 
proactive interactions with the full spectrum of government officials and NGOs d"eal
mg with human rights, civil rights and governance. 

QuesliM 6. Do you commit to bring to the committee's att.ention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced by any of the Presidents business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial i.nterests of any senior White House stall? 

Answer. I commit to complY with all relevant federal ethir.R lawR, rng11lat.innR, ancl 
rules, and to raise concems that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 7. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 8. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Rel)ublic of Portugal? 

Answer. No. Neither I nor any members of my immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Republic of Portugal. 

Question 9. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 
well , diversity makes business teams better both in terms of creativity and in terms 
of productivity. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that 
come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Serv
ice? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would foster an open environment by encouraging hiring 
from diverse backgrounds. Enable individuals to connect with affinity groups at 
State to share experience and · opportunities. Encourage o'l'ficers with diverse back
grounds to take greater leadership roles witliin the community. 

Q11estion 10. What steps wi.11 you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the 
Embassy are fostering an environment that's diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. If confirmed, some steps that I would I would take to ensure that each 
of the supervisors at the Embassy are fostering an environment that's diverse and 
inclusive include encouraging supervisors to enroll in diversity training and being 
aware of and addressing unconscious bias in tbe workplace. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR EDWARD J. MARKEY 

Question 1. For decades the United States has maintained an air force base at 
Laies Field in Portugal's Azores Islands as a strategic refueling point in the mid
Atltmtic. The bnae's location and extensive infrastnicture have been essential to the 
movement of U.S. forces to and from Europe and the Middle East. 

This capability remains strategically critical today, but over the past several __years 
the Department of Defense has sharply reduced the U.S. operations at Lajes. Today 
there are only about 160 Americans there. Portuguese Government officials have 
said they want the U.S. presence to remain. However, Portuguese officials have said 
that if the Pentagon does not continue to use the facilities they could be opened to 
American, European, or Chinese institutes for scientific research. 
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Last year Portugal's Prime Minister said that the Azores are "vecy important both 
logistically in the Atlantic Ocean but also in terms of technology and research, in 
the field of climate change and deep water research." 

The United States has a historic opportunity to capitalize both militarily and eco
nomically on a facility that we built in one of the most st rategically important loca
tions on earth. A U.S. withdrawal could open new opportunities for China to gain 
a political, economic, and security foothold in the Atlantic. 

• If confirmed, what will you do to work with the Government of Portugal to en
sure that the United States does not lose the opportunity to make full militacy 
and civilian use of the facilities we have built in the Azores? 

Answer. If confirmed, I intend to make this issue a priority as I believe it is in 
dire need of attention. While the United States Air Force Europe (USAFE) stream
lined its presence at Lajes Field, the United States remains there. U.SAFE currently 
has 165 Americans and 417 Portuguese working at Lajes Field, for a total of 582 
personnel. 

We remain committed to our strategic relationship with Portugal, which is far 
broader and deeper than our presence at Lajes Field. We are proud of the increased 
bilateral militacy engagement and training in recent years, and we support initia
tives to continue this positive trajectocy. We appreciate Portugal's contribution to 
transatlantic and global s.ecurity. 

We will continue to work with the Department of Defense to ensure an open and 
transparent dialogue with our Portuguese partners in order to assist Portugal in ad
dressing economic and political challenges caused by the downsizing. 

Question 2. In an effort to cut costs, the Trump administration has indicated an 
interest in examining small diplomatic and consular posts with a view to possibly 
consolidating or eliminating soine of them. 

• What will be the impact of this process on the U.S. Consulate in Ponta 
Delgada? 

Answer. I und.erstand that State Department staffing and resources are under re
view.µ If confirmed, I would make the best use of the resources and staffing pro
vided to Mission Portugal in order to serve the American people and the interests 
of the United States. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD 
SUBMITTED TO CARL RISCH BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question 1. What are the most important actions you have taken in your career 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. My most important actions to promote human rights and democracy 
would be my participation in six refugee processing circuit rides in four different 
countries as an officer with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS). In 
this capacity, I conducted hundreds of interviews of refugees being resettled to the 
United States. As part of this process, I recorded. hundreds of instances of human 
rights abuses, persecution, and torture on account of race, religion, nationality, po
litical opi.nion, and membership in a particular social group. The impact of these ac
tions was the permanent resettlement of victimB of persecution to the United States, 
where they could start new lives and contribute to our nation. 

In addition to my refugee work, I have promoted democracy through my coopera
tion with the U.S. militacy to naturalize hundreds of active duty service members, 
and their spouses, during their service overseas. Working with the militacy, we pro
vided new citizens ,vith information on voting, travel, and other rights and obliga
tions associated with being .citizens of the United States. 

Question 2. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Departme(lt Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced by any of the President's business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply wi.th al'I relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that. I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 3. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 
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Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 4. Research from private industry demonstrates that1 when managed 
well , diversit1 makes business teams better both in terms of creativity and produc
tivity. What is your plan to enBure that the workforce in your Bureau, at all levels1 is diverse, and how do you plan to ensure supervisors and managers are equippea 
to manage their teams effectively? 

Answer. The Department of State's Statement on Diversity and Equal Employ
ment Opportunity underscores that our workforce must reflect the rich composition 
of our citizenry. ''The skills, knowledge, perspectives, ideas, and experiences of all 
its employees contribute to the vitality and success of the globa.'I mission," it con
tinues. I agree that diversity improves businesses and teams in many ways, and, 
if confinned, 1 intend to ensure that the Bureau of Consula.r Affairs (CA) continues 
and enhances its current focus on the importance of diversity and inclusion in our 
workforce. 

In accordance with the Department's Diversity and Inclusion Strategic plan, CA's 
Executive Office (CA/EX) has taken steps to promote diversity, not only in recruiting 
and hiring qualified candidates from a multitude of backgrounds, but also in pro
vidin~ opportunities for career advancement for all emplo:irees. Further, CA's Bureau 
Training Team held a training session on diversity and inclusion in partnership 
with the senior leadership of the. Office of Civil Rit"hts in January of this year. 

With regards to hiring, Human Resource. Specialists and all hirini managers in 
the Bureau currently are required to complete training on federal binng procedures 
such as the Merit System Principles (MSP) and Prohibit.ad Personnel Practices 
(PPP), ensuring that CA adheres to fed.era! regulations in promoting diversity 
among prospective candidates. The Bureau has utilized special hiring programs 
such as Veterans' Recruitment Appointment (VRA), Schedule A appointments, and 
the Pathways Programs to recruit and retain employees from a diverse array of 
backgrounds. Currently, CA's workforce is 55 .percent fema\e1 61 percent white, 22 
percent Afri.can American, 10 percent Hispamc, 6 percent ASian1 and 10 percent 
have a disclosed disability, making the Bureau one of the most divenie bureaus in 
the Department. In addition, CA prides itself on its regional diversity, a benefit of 
having passport agencies and visa and passport centers across the country. 

CA alm.s to promote diversity in supervisory and manaierial positions through of
fering professional development opportunities and training to all levels of its bu
reaucracy. The Bureau accomplishes this not onl,y through the Department's 'Foreign 
Service lnstitute, but also through its own 'J'raimng Team located in the Human Re
sources Division working di.rectly with emplo1ees and leadership to address the Bu
reau's unique challenges with creative training solutions. By offering a multitude 
of learning and development opportunities across the Bureau, CA strives to offer ca
reer advancement fol' all CA employees and encourage diversity in senior-level posi
tions. Furthermore, CA actively pursues diversity and sensitivity training for its 
current supervisors and managers, primarily through its Consular Managers 
Human Resources Workshop wnich highlights inclusion, sensitivity training, and 
promoting the benefits of diversity in the workplace. · 

Question 5. 1'he federal workforce has made progress in hiring diverse profes· 
sionals in most agencies. There is, however, work that remains to be done in order 
to cultivate work environments where all employees feel valued and included. What 
plans do you have to ensu.re your Oureau leverages the dive1'Sity of il.i! employees 
and develops an inclusive work environment? 

Answer. The Bureau of Consular Affairs (CA) recognizes, and 1 personally firmly 
believe in, the benefits of a diverse and inclusive workforce. If confirmed, I wil1 build 
upon the groundwork already laid to enhance and further leverage the diversity and 
inclusive- work environment of the entire Bureau. 

In line with the Department's Diversitr and Inclusion Strategic Plan CA has 
taken tangible steps to promote diversity 10 both hiring and learning and deve\op
men~. Ii:i addition to hiring a diverse w?rkfo:ce, CA's Bureay Trainini Team works 
to h1ghhght the benefits of workplace diversity through vanous learning and devel
opment opportunities. This includes providing hiring managers training on the 
Merit System Principles and Prohibited Pe.rsonnel Practices, coordinating diversity 
and inclusion trainin~ opportunities. with the Department's Office of Civil Rights, 
and providing supervisors with ample training on proper management, workplace 
sensitivity, and promoting inclusion in their offices. In addition, employees are en
couraged and in some cases mandated, to take Foreign Service Institute (FSI) 
courses that foster diversity and inclusion. For example, FSI offers trainings to help 
managers identify the commonalities and differences across generations that in turn 
promote creativity and differing ideas within the Department. 
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CA has created Leadershi_p and Management Tenets that set forth clear expects· 
tions to guide all aspects of our work and in tbe WBJ we interact with our col
leagues. CA strives to ensure all consular supervisors hold themselves accountable 
for modeling these tenet:a and consular prefessionals at all levels are encoura~d to 

·cultivate the qualities embodied in these tenets and integrate them into their ap· 
proach to work. 

Q1ieslion 6. Members of tbe Foreign Service who are Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender, Queer or Questioning, and Intersex (LGBTQl) do not receive the same 
equal treatment as their fellows Foreign Service personnel when they are assigned 
to countries that do not recognize same-sex marnage. The spouses and partners of 
these FSOs ace unable to attain spousal Visas, even though the Stat.a Department 
provides full benefits to the diplomats coming to the United States from these coun
tt,ies. If you are confi.rmed, will you commit to producing a report on cou.ntries not 
issuing vi.sas to the spouses or partners of all Foreign Service personnel posted over
seas due to their sexual orientation? Additionally, will ,YOU work to find a solution 
to this problem, including eliminating visa reciprocity with countries found to be in
stituting these practices against ~he spou!les of Foreign Se:nce. personnel in order 
to ensure that all spouses of Foreign Sel"Vli:e personnel receive Visas for the country 
to which their spouse is assigned, regardless of sexual orientation? 

Answer. As Secretary Tillerson said in a statement recognizing LGBTQJ Pride 
Month, "Dignity and equality for all persons are among our founding constitutional 
principles, and these principles continue to drive U.S. diplomacy." If confirmed, I 
will work to continue the push for dignity and equality for all persons, including 
our LGBTQJ Foreign Service _personnel who face reciprocity issues with host nations 
as we deploy ourpersonnel around the globe. I will work with the Departme.nt's Bu-
1·eau of Human Resources-the leader on LGBTQI accreditation issues-Congress 
social groups, and the LGBTQJ community of Foreign Service personnel t.o seek 
ways to ensure their rights are ·respected. 

As a matter of current practice, the Department seeks to accredit same-sex do
mestic partne.rs from coun~ries that reci11_rocally accredit. U.S. same-sex d!>mes.tic 
partners. If cQnfirmed, r will ensure the Department continues to keep rec1proc1ty 
at the center of its response to this important issue for the Foreign Service commu
nity. 

Question 7. Will you commit to ensuring that the core operations and functions 
of the :Bureau of Consular Affairs, particularly the visa-issuing functions, remain
with the St_ate Departme.nt and the 'Bureau, and will not be transferred to another 
department or agency? 

Answer. I do not support moving the core operations and functions of the Bureau 
of Consular Affairs (CA), out of the State Department. As the Secretary has noted, 
CA is vi.tally important to our mission at the Department of State, and consular
work is essenti.al to the Department's mission highest priority-to secure our bor
ders and protect the Ame.rican people. 

The Department's unique experience and skills in dealing with foreign-govern· 
ments, cultures1 and languages add a critical layer to eur border security. Decisions 
on passport an<l visa operations can have profound implicati.ons .for foreign a.nd eco
nomic policy in addition to security. By having a seat at the table on border security 
issu~, the Secretary of State can ensure all equities are presented for the Presi
d.ent's consideration. The Department's cadre of language qualified Foreign Service 
Officers, Consular Fellows, CiV'll Servants, and Local Employees bring broad know!· 
edge of regional 1:1nd local cultures to visa and passport decisions. It would be costly, 
time-consuming, and duplicative to develop a separate corps in another department 
or agency to do this work when State is already proficient in this field. Transfer 
of these functions would also weaken the Secretary's ability to fulfill the responsi
bility for the security of U.S. citizens abroad. 

U.S. border security depends on a system of "layered defense" for mox:imum effec
tiveness, and the current sy&tem of vetting and adjudicating vfaas has built-in 
checks and balances that strengthen our national security. DRS sets visa policy, CA 
vets applicants' biometric and biographic data against U.S. law enforcement and in
telligence community databases, and Consular officers review the vetting results 
and use their expertise to interview applicants and determine their eligibility for a 
visa, seeking input from CA, as appropriate. For example, when a visa applicant 
raises potential secu.rity concerns, consular officers a.re required to reque.st Security 
Advisory Opinions. That process invol.ves a hands-on review by a Visa Office ana· 
lyst, after the analyst has collected input from relevant interagency partners and 
other components of the State Department, as appropriate. When an application 
raises legal questions or questions about the approp.riate visa classificati.on, the ad· 
judicating consular officer may reach back to a team of lawyers in the Visa Office 
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who are dedicated to addressini· those questions. When fraud is suspected, in addi
tion to fraud prevention expertise and tools available. at the overseas post, consular 
officers may reach back to CA's Office. of Fraud Prevention Programs analysts and 
subject matter experts to assist with comP.lex or multinational fraud cases. 

If the intending tr!).veler is found eligible and issued a visa, OHS then vets in
bound passengers before they board flights, and at U.S. ports of entry. Visa and 
passport data is widely shared with law enforcement and intelligence agencies, and 
all V1Sas are subject to continuous in.teragency vetting, which ean lead to the Visa 
Office revoking the visa at any time\ if information arises after issuance suggesting 
the v:isa holder may no longer eligib e for the visa. This layering and sharing of re
sponsibilities ensures complete and careful attention to security, foreign policy, eco
nomic and other di.mensions of visa-issuance decisions. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO KRISHNA URS BY SENATOR BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 

Question, 1. What are the most important ac.tions you have taken in your care.er 
to date to promote human rights and democracy? What has been the impact of your 
actions? 

Answer. Over the course of 31 years in the Foreign Service, l h~ve worked to pro· 
mote human rights in many different contexts and countries. At one point in my 
career, I advocated for and prepared a statement issued by the Department of State 
calling for an end to spiraling political violence involving security forces and a spe
cific politicaJ party in one country. In several countries, l worked with national and 
locsl governments to establish safe houses for victims of human trafficking _and to 
step up awareness campaigns about ·trafficking in persons. At my urging, the U.S. 
GQvernment e_nded all assistance to a national police force in one country in whicl1 
I served due to our concerns about the use of extrajudicial kil]jngs as a crime pre
vention tactic. In several countries, J _advocated public statements by the Embassy 
to highlight areas of eroding respect by foreign governments of democratic institu
tions and norms. 

My actions in support of human rights over the course of my career produced con
crete results. To provide just a few examples---our statement decrying spiraling po
litico.I violence involving security forces resulted (at least tell'lporarily) in fewer ex
chnngcs of gunfire involving tho police. Mer we cut off U69i9tnncc to the poliL-a in 
another country, the Government replaced the pol'ice chief (who had been linked to 
human rights abuses) with another offieial publicly committed to protecting buman 
ri~hts. Our statements in support of democ~acy served as encouragement to like
mmded allies in the local society, helping to protect institutions and norms. 

Question. 2. What are the most pressing human rights concerns in the Republic 
of Peru today? What are the most in1porlant steps you expect to take-if con
firmed-to advance human rights and democracy in the Republic of Peru? What do 
you hope to accomplish through these actions? 

Answer. Our close relationship with Peru is built on shared intere.sts and values, 
including the ·importance of human righta. Peru has made significant strides in sup
port of human nghts since the end of its 20 year internal conflict in 2000. Human 
rights challenges, however persist in the areas of violence against women and chil
dren, trafficking in persons, and discrimination against Afro-Peruvians, Indigenous 
persons,. and Lesbian, Gay,_ Bisexual, Trm~sgender, and Intersex (LGBT!) persons. 
Con"Upt1on enables an environment. al lowmg these and other human rights chal
lenges to exist. 

Jf confirmed, J will use all the tools at my disposal to assist Peru in ·addressing 
its human rights challenges. 

By working together to promote· human rights, social inclusion, and poverty reduc
tion, we can achieve a more prosperous, inclusive, and democratic futu.11e for Peru. 

Questicn. 3. If confirmed, what are the potential obstacles to addressing the spe
cific human righ,ts i!;J!ues you have identified in your previous response? What chal
lenges will you face in the Republic of Peru in advancing human rights, civil society 
and democracy in general? 

Answer. The Peruvian Government has shown a commitment to address many 
human rights challenges. If confirmed, I will encourage the Peruvian Government 
to continue its efforts to improve social inclusion and res:pect for human rights, seek 
opportunities for public-private partnerships toward this end and cooperate with 
non-governmental organizations to multiply the effect of our assistance. 
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I will work with Peru's Government to combat corruption, which can exacerbate 
social conflict, enable human rights abuses, and undermine confidence in govern
ment institutions. 

If confirmed, one of the challenges I will face will be to help the Peruvian Govern
ment and civil society find new ways to include the country's historically 
marginalized communities in Peru's economic success story. 

Question 4. Are you committed to meeting with human rights, civil society and 
other non-governmental organizations in the U.S. and with local human rights 
NGOs from the Republic of Peru? 

Answer. Yes. Developing strong relationships with human rights advocates, civil 
society, and non-governmental organizations is one of the cornerstones of our part
nership with the Peruvian people. If confirmed, I will continue the United States' 
longstanding practice of closely engaging Peruvian civil society to ensure I am fully 
attuned to Peru's human rights landscape. I will work closely with the Peruvian 
Government, civil society, and all relevant agencies of the U.S. Government to en
sure every dollar of U.S. assistance is used wisely and in accordance with our 
human rights goals and the Leahy Law. 

Question 5. If confirmed, what steps will you take to pro-actively support the 
Leahy Law and similar efforts, and ensure that provisions of U.S. security assist
ance and security cooperation activities reinforce human rights? 

Answer. As a U.S. Government employee with 31 years standing, I am firmly 
committed to implementing all relevant U.S. laws and regulations, including the 
Leahy law, when fulfilling my duties. If confirmed, I will work to ensure no assist
ance is provided to foreign security force units where the Department has credible 
information that such units engaged in gross violations of human rights, in accord
ance with the Leahy law. I will also work to ensure the U.S. Mission in Peru works 
with the Government of Peru to help them take effective steps to bring those re
sponsible for any violations of human rights to justice. 

Question 6. Will you engage with Peruvian Government officials on matters of 
human rights, civil rights and governance as part of your bilateral mission? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will engage the Peruvian Government and civil soci
ety on human rights, civil rights, and democratic governance. Peru has a critical 
role to play in encouraging regional stability and is an important partner of the 
United States. 

Question 7. Do you commit to bring to the committee's attention (and the State 
Department Inspector General) any change in policy or U.S. actions that you sus
pect may be influenced by any of the President's business or financial interests, or 
the business or financial interests of any senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 8. Do you commit to inform the committee if you have any reason to sus
pect that a foreign government, head of state, or foreign-controlled entity is taking 
any action in order to benefit any of the President's business or financial interests, 
or the interests of senior White House staff? 

Answer. I commit to comply with all relevant federal ethics laws, regulations, and 
rules, and to raise concerns that I may have through appropriate channels. 

Question 9. Do you or do any members of your immediate family have any finan
cial interests in the Republic of Peru? 

Answer. No. Neither I, nor any members of my immediate family, have financial 
interests in the Republic of Peru. 

Question 10. Research from private industry demonstrates that, when managed 
well, diversity makes business teams better both in terms of creativity and in terms 
of productivity. What will you do to promote, mentor and support your staff that 
come from diverse backgrounds and underrepresented groups in the Foreign Serv
ice? 

Answer. I am a strong believer in the value of diverse teams in identifying, ana
lyzing, and addressing issues and problems. Diversity helps prevent "groupthink," 
ensuring that issues get a thorough examination from all possible perspectives and 
making sure that all viable options are explored. If confirmed, I can assure you that 
I will take diversity into consideration in filling high level positions at the U.S. Mis
sion in Lima, as I have done in past assignments. I am committed to mentoring for 
all staff members, but especially for those from diverse backgrounds and under-rep
resented groups. 
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Question 11. What steps will you take to ensure each of the supervisors at the 
Embassy are fostering an environment that is diverse and inclusive? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with each member of my country team to ensure 
they are giving proper consideration to assembling a diverse ~od repre~e1;1~tive 
team. I wil.1 also ensure country team members understand their responstbihty to 
provide mentoring and guidance to mid-level and junior members of their teams, 
with specific emphasis on diverse and under-represented groups. 

Question 12. Earlier this year, Peru issued a new decree to establish a payment 
process to service longstanding debt related to agrarian reform bonds. Numerous 
U.S. firms and citizens hold an interest in these bonds, including several Maryland 
pension plans. If confirmed as the next U.S. Ambassador to Peru, will you commit 
to working with the Peruvian Government to achieve a final resolution of this issue? 
Will you work with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission and the Depart
ment of the Treasury to ensure that they have accurate information about the 
amount owed on the bonds? 

Answer. If confirmed as the next U.S. Ambassador to Peru, I look forward to 
learning the details of t-his complicated case. I fully commit to engaging with the 
Government of Peru to press for a fair and timely resolution of these complex issues. 
I understand the independent regulator with jurisdiction over Peru's U.S. law 
bonds, the Securiti.es and Exchange CQmmission, has been asked for views on this 
case, and I will follow up. I will also engage Treasury for iu, views on the appro
priate treatment of these particuJar domestic obligations in national economic statis
tics. J understand there is considerable debate on the appropriate valuation of these 
securities, the resolution of which could impact on the value of other U.S. investors' 
holdings of Peru's domestic and international debts, and I will press for a speedy 
resolution of the related methodological issues. 




