




4. The latest infonnation on how illegal mining and participation in illegal gold markets is
contributing_to authoritarian goyernments' hold on power in Venezuela and Nicaragua.

5. Information on the most common means by which illegally mined metals and minerals in the
region enter legitimate supply chains and the proportion of such materials estimated to be
entering the U.S on an annual basis.

6. The measures being taken by governments in Latin America and the Caribbean as well as by the
United States government to counter illegal mining by TCOs and strengthen traceability and
transparency over relevant supply chains.

7. The amount in foreign assistance, Droken down by relevant agencies and bureaus, that the U.S.
government has provided for each of the last five fiscal years to counter illegal mining in the
hemisphere. and infonnation on how such assistance compares to resources dedicated to counter
drug trafficking in the hemisphere for the same period of time.

-8. The results of efforts by U.S. agencies and their regional counterparts to address illegal mining in
the hemisphere, including metrics to assess their effectiveness and infonnation on what gaps, if 
any, exist in such efforts. 

9. An assessment of the current status and effectiveness of inter-agency coordination to address
illegal mining in Latin America and the Caribbean, and recommendations for improving such
coordination.

10. What additional, enhanced, or modified foreign assistance would be helpful to regional efforts to
counter illegal mining and improve the traceability and transparency of relevant supply chains.

11. An assessment of any statutory gaps that have limited the ability of U.S. agenc,ies to go after
illegal mining or other foreign environmental crimes engaged in by TCOs, including the need for
additional sanction authorities or law enforcement tools specific to environmental crimes.

We appreciate your attention to this request and your cooperation as we seek more infonnation on 
this important topic. We ask that GAO begin this work as soon as possible and prcivide our offices with 
regular updates on the status of the work, including any access issues or other challenges impeding it. 




