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Calling for the immediate release of Cuban democracy activist José Daniel
Ferrer and commending the efforts of José Daniel Ferrer to promote
human rights and fundamental freedoms in Cuba.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

DECEMBER 12, 2019
Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself, Mr. RuBio, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CRruUz, Mr.
CArDIN, Ms. ConLINs, and Mr. KAINE) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations

RESOLUTION

Calling for the immediate release of Cuban democracy activ-
ist José Daniel Ferrer and commending the efforts of
José Daniel Ferrer to promote human rights and funda-

mental freedoms in Cuba.

Whereas José Daniel Ferrer Garcia is a Cuban democracy
and human rights activist who has dedicated his life to
promoting greater political pluralism and respect for fun-
damental freedoms in Cuba;

Whereas Mr. Ferrer was born in Cuba on July 29, 1970, in
the province of Santiago de Cuba;

Whereas, in the late 1990s, Mr. Ferrer joined the Christian
Liberation Movement (MCL), a peaceful political move-

ment led by late Cuban activist Oswaldo Paya;
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Whereas, through coordination with the MCIL, Mr. Ferrer
helped lead the Varela Project, an initiative to collect the
signatures of citizens to petition the Government of Cuba
for democratic reforms and protections for freedom of

speech, freedom of the press, and freedom of assembly;

Whereas, in March 2003, as part of a series of sweeping ar-
rests of 75 democracy activists, Mr. Ferrer was arrested
by Cuban authorities for his work on the Varela Project

and sentenced to 25 years in prison;

Whereas, in March 2004, Amnesty International declared the
eroup of 75 democracy activists, including Mr. Ferrer, to
be prisoners of conscience and called for their immediate

and unconditional release;

Whereas, in 2009, Mr. Ferrer was honored with the Democ-
racy Award given annually by the National Endowment

for Democracy;

Whereas, in March 2011, as part of an agreement brokered
by the Catholic Church, Mr. Ferrer refused to abandon
his homeland and was released from prison to remain in

Cuba;

Whereas, in August 2011, Mr. Ferrer founded the Patriotic
Union of Cuba (UNPACU), a nonviolent political move-
ment dedicated to promoting human rights, democratic

principles, and fundamental freedoms in Cuba;

Whereas, on June 7, 2012, Mr. Ferrer testified via digital
video conference at a hearing of the Committee on For-

eign Relations of the Senate;

Whereas, since he was released from jail in March 2011, Mr.
Ferrer has been frequently harassed, regularly surveilled,
and repeatedly jailed by Cuban authorities for his role in
UNPACU;
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Whereas, on October 1, 2019, Mr. Ferrer was imprisoned ar-
bitrarily by Cuban authorities for his leadership of
UNPACU and outspoken advocacy for human rights and

democratic principles in Cuba;

Whereas, on October 1, 2019, Cuban authorities detained 3
other members of UNPACU, Fernando Gonzalez Vailant,

José Pupo Chaveco, and Roilan Zarraga Ferrer;

Whereas a letter from Mr. Ferrer was smuggled out of prison
stating that he had been tortured, mistreated, and denied
proper medical attention, and that his life was put in
danger while in detention;

Whereas the family of Mr. Ferrer has been permitted to visit
him only twice since he was imprisoned arbitrarily on Oc-
tober 1, 2019, and the wife of Mr. Ferrer reported that
she saw evidence that he had been physically abused and
mistreated; and

Whereas, on November 28, 2019, the European Parliament
approved a resolution condemning the arbitrary detention
of Mr. Ferrer and calling for his immediate release: Now,

therefore, be 1t
1 Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) condemns the arbitrary imprisonment of
leading Cuban democracy and human rights activist
José Daniel Ferrer and calls for his immediate and
unconditional release;

(2) urges Cuban authorities to grant Mr.

Ferrer immediate access to medical care and inde-
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pendent legal counsel;
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(3) calls for the immediate and unconditional
release of all members of the Patriotic Union of
Cuba (UNPACU) that have been arbitrarily impris-
oned;

(4) commends Mr. Ferrer for his unwavering
commitment to advance democratic principles,
human rights, and fundamental freedoms in Cuba;
and

(5) recognizes the important contributions of
UNPACU and all of its members for their efforts to
promote greater respect for democratic principles,

human rights, and fundamental freedoms in Cuba.

O

*SRES 454 IS




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue true
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck true
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly true
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier (CGATS TR 001)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <>
    /CHT <>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV <>
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF che devono essere conformi o verificati in base a PDF/X-1a:2001, uno standard ISO per lo scambio di contenuto grafico. Per ulteriori informazioni sulla creazione di documenti PDF compatibili con PDF/X-1a, consultare la Guida dell'utente di Acrobat. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 4.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die moeten worden gecontroleerd of moeten voldoen aan PDF/X-1a:2001, een ISO-standaard voor het uitwisselen van grafische gegevens. Raadpleeg de gebruikershandleiding van Acrobat voor meer informatie over het maken van PDF-documenten die compatibel zijn met PDF/X-1a. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 4.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents that are to be checked or must conform to PDF/X-1a:2001, an ISO standard for graphic content exchange.  For more information on creating PDF/X-1a compliant PDF documents, please refer to the Acrobat User Guide.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 4.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /HighResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-12-13T21:52:31-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




