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NOMINATIONS

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8, 2011

U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS,
Washington, DC.

D. Brent Hardt, of Florida, to be Ambassador to the Co-aperative
Republic of Guyana

James H. Thessin, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to the Republic
of Paraguay

Jonathan D. Farrar, of California, to be Ambassador to the Repub-
lic of Nicaragua

Lisa J. Kubiske, of Virginia, to be Ambassador to the Republic of
Honduras

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:36 p.m., in room
SD-419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Robert Menendez,
presiding.

Present: Senators Menendez, Rubio, and Inhofe.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ,
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW JERSEY

Senator MENENDEZ. Good afternoon, everyone. The hearing will
come to order.

Today the Senate Foreign Relations Committee considers four
nominations: Jonathan Farrar to be the Ambassador to Nicaragua,
James Thessin to be the Ambassador to Paraguay, D. Brent Hardt
to be the Ambassador to the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, and
Lisa Kubiske to be the Ambassador to the Republic of Honduras.

Let me welcome all of the nominees and their families

I will make some brief introductory remarks before I turn to Sen-
ator Rubio who is on his way from a vote on the floor, and then
we will have an opening statement from each of you and time for
questions.

Let me first say that the work that you are being asked to do,
should you be confirmed, is of vital importance to the U.S. Govern-
ment. If confirmed, you will not only be the representative of the
President in your country of assignment, but of the American peo-
ple. And that is why we take our task of advice and consent very
seriously.

The range of countries you are being called to represent is as di-
verse as the challenges and opportunities in the Western Hemi-
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sphere, and I am one of those who remains hopeful, while at the
same time concerned about the future of Latin America.

Economic growth in the hemisphere and declining poverty indi-
cate that the hemisphere’s trajectory is positive. At the same time,
sustained income inequality threatens to disenfranchise the many
who are not sharing in these economic gains, and fuels the plagues
that keep the hemisphere from reaching its full potential—drug
trafficking, organized crime, money laundering, and corruption.

As we celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Inter-American
Democratic Charter, which celebrates the victory of democracy
throughout the hemisphere in all but one notable country, I am
concerned about a trend toward autocracy that threatens many na-
tions in the hemisphere under which there is a guise of political
and democratic elections, but elections in and of themselves are not
the fulfillment totally of democracy.

In November, Nicaragua will hold Presidential and parliamen-
tary elections under a cloud of suspicion about its adherence to the
democratic principles enshrined in the Inter-American Democratic
Charter. President Ortega seems determined to subjugate the coun-
try’s courts and constitution to the will of one man, whose desire
for power exceeds his interests in a stable, democratic future.

Honduras, which after overcoming challenges to its democracy,
was last week welcomed back to the Organization of American
States. They face enormous challenges from organized crime, drug
traffickers, and others who have capitalized on political uncertainty
to grow their trade. The homicide rate in Honduras is now an as-
tounding 75 per 100,000 people, the highest in the world outside
of war zones.

In Guyana, we engage a regime Lhal is as much Caribbean as it
is South American, and that continues to seek its place in the poli-
tics and economy of the region. And in Paraguay, people face their
own challenges in strengthening their democratic form of govern-
ment, combating corruption, and growing their economy. Like other
governments in the region, they also face a growing narcotics prob-
lem highlighted by last week’s seizure of $131 million in cocaine.

So, the challenges each of you face vis-a-vis your host govern-
ments will be unique. If confirmed, you will play a vital role in the
work that builds on our common successes and works to combat
some of today’s most pressing challenges.

I will give a moment to Senator Rubio and recognize him at this
time.

STATEMENT OF HON. MARCO RUBIO,
U.S. SENATOR FROM FLORIDA

Senator RUBIO. Thank you. I apologize. I still get lost in the hall-
ways here, but we found our way over. And [ appreciate it very
much.

Congratulations to all of you. I look forward to learning more
about you all in today’s hearing.

And at an important time, as we look to the United States vision
toward the region, a critical time in the region as we see decisions
being made across the region about which direction they want to
go, both economically and politically.
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[ think that obviously the United States has been preoccupied
with some pretty important issues around the world over the last
10 to 12 ycars. But what happens in the Western Hemisphere is
of critical importance to our future, not from a defensive stand-
point, but from an offensive standpoint, from an opportunity stand-
point.

We have the ability, if there is more development and growth
economically in the Western Hemisphere, to have more clients for
the things we make and sell, and vice versa. And so, the develop-
ment and growth of democratic institutions, but also of upward mo-
bility and economic progress is of great promise to the United
States with regard to the Western Hemisphere. And anything we
can do to promote that is important.

So, each of you will be traveling to your posts at a key moment
in our Nation’s history with regard to the Western Hemisphere in
general and many of these nations in specific.

So, thank you, Mr. Chairman, for holding these hearings. I think
this is our third hearing already, which 1s as many as this com-
mittee had over a 2- or 3-year period before you took over.

And with that, I look forward to hearing from the nominees.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Senator Rubio.

I am going to introduce each of you now, and then in the order
in which I introduce you, I would ask you to start your statements.

So, Mr. Farrar is well known to those of us who follow Cuban
issues. He is the chief of mission of the U.S. Interest Section in Ha-
vana. He is a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, having
begun with the State Department as an economic officer in 1980.

In addition to serving as the Principal Deputy Assistant Sec-
retary in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, and
as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement, he has also served in a variety of
posts in Latin America, including Mexico, Belize, Uruguay, and
Paraguay.

Mr. Farrar has a B.A. from California State Polytechnic Univer-
sity, an M.A. from the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, and
today we review his nomination to be Ambassador to Nicaragua.

Ms. Kubiske is the deputy chief of mission in Brasilia. She was
the deputy chief of mission of the Dominican Republic, has served
in Mexico, Shanghai and Hong Kong. At the Department of State,
she has served as the Western Hemisphere Economics Director in
the Operations Center on the Secretariat staff. She has also served
as an investment director and negotiator at the Office of the United
States Trade Representative.

She has a bachelor’s degree from Brandeis University, a master
of science in Foreign Service from Georgetown.

Mr. Thessin is the Acting Legal Advisor to the Department of
State. He provides advice to the policy officials of the Department
and other government agencies on international issues and on
other legal aspects of the Department’s work, including requests by
Congress. He has been with the Department of State since 1982
when he served as attorney/advisor for Political Military Affairs.

He received a J.D. cum laude from Harvard Law School in 1974,
worked for the Federal Trade Commission, worked as counsel for
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and was the senior litiga-



302

tion attorney for the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission before
joining the Department of State. We welcome you back to the com-
mittee and to this hearing.

Mr. Hardt is a career Foreign Service officer currently serving as
chargé d’affaires at the Embassy for Barbados in the eastern Carib-
bean. His other postings include Berlin, The Hague, and the Holy
See.

Mr. Hardt has a bachelor’s of history degree from Yale Univer-
sity, master’'s and doctorate degrees from the Fletcher School of
Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University. And given his wide range
of assignments, he speaks Italian, Dutch, German, and French.
Perhaps it is befiting that he be called upon as our envoy to Guy-
ana, a country surrounded by Dutch, Portuguese, and Spanish
speakers. But we look forward to your testimony today in English.

So, with that, in the order I have introduced you, Mr. Farrar, you
are up first.

STATEMENT OF JONATHAN D. FARRAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO
BE AMBASSADOR TO THE REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA

Mr. FARRAR. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Distinguished members of the Senator Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you to ap-
pear before you as the President’s nominee to be the next United
States Ambassador to Nicaragua. I am deeply grateful to the Presi-
dent and to the Secretary of State for their trust and confidence.

I would like to introduce the members of my family who are with
me today and mention those who are not. First, my wife, Terry,
who has been with me every step of the way through 30 years of
Foreign Service life, and who has made innumerable personal sac-
rifices along the way. Also with us today are my daughter, Melissa,
and our son-in-law, Jason; our son, Jonathan, and our daughter-in-
law, Leigh. Our youngest son, Nathaniel, is studying in Nanjing,
China, and could not join us today.

As a career member of the Foreign Service, I have had the privi-
lege to serve my country in various capacities, covering the West-
ern Hemisphere over the past 30 years. My career has taken our
family throughout the Americas—North America, Central America,
South America, and the Caribbean.

In Washington, I have had the opportunity to work on Latin
American policy and programs, on human rights, democracy, law
enforcement, trade, investment, nonproliferation, and other areas.

But my interest in Latin America truly began in 1973 in Jalapa,
Veracruz, on a sister city student exchange program. It was a life-
changing experience for me. Today, 38 years later, I still am in
touch with the family who took me in and taught me more about
Mexico than I ever could have learned in a textbook.

If confirmed as Ambassador of the United States to Nicaragua,
I would be a credit to the government. But the most important ties
between our countries are those forged between our citizens. If con-
firmed, I would bring to our mission my experience working with
civil society in Latin America and an unwavering commitment to
finding avenues to connect with the Nicaraguan people, to advance
United States interests, and reflect United States values.
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If confirmed, my highest priority will be the protection of U.S.
citizens, including the Embassy community. I would work dili-
gently with U.S. businesses to promote their exports and protect
their investments. [ will bring to that challenge my experience
from three assignments as an economic and commercial officer
overseas.

Bilateral trade between the United States and Nicaragua has
grown by two-thirds in the 5 years since the Central America-Do-
minican Republic Free Trade Agreement went into effect. Yet,
Nicaragua has a more than $1 billion trade surplus with the
United States. If confirmed, I will work with U.S. business, small,
medium, and large, to increase U.S. exports to help redress that
imbalance.

Nicaragua’s Presidential elections are scheduled for this Novem-
ber. The United States and others in the international community
have encouraged Nicaragua to facilitate observation of those elec-
tions by credible, domestic and international organizations. If con-
firmed, I would look forward to working with members of this com-
mittee and your colleagues in the Congress to shape appropriate
U.S. policies, both in the lead up to those elections and afterward.

Along with the rest of Central America, Nicaragua faces consid-
erable challenges in combating illegal drug trafficking. Our Central
America Regional Security Initiative and other bilateral programs
offer tools to work with the Nicaraguan Government, private sec-
tor, and NGOs to combat these challenges.

In a prior assignment, [ had the honor of participating in the
signing of our Bilateral Agreement to establish the International
Law Enforcement Academy in El Salvador. If confirmed, I will
bring my experience with law enforcement and counternarcotics
programs in Latin America and adapt it to the particular environ-
ment in Nicaragua.

Mr. Chairman, thank you again for the honor of appearing before
the committee today. Should [ be confirmed, I pledge to serve our
country to the best of my ability, and thus repay in at least a small
way the many benefits which it has bestowed upon me and my
family.

I would be pleased to answer any questions you may have.

Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Farrar follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JONATHAN D. FARRAR

Mr. Chairman, distinguished members of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you as the President’s nomi-
nee to be the next United States Ambussador to Nicaragua. | am deeply grateful
to the President and to the Secretary of State for their trust and confidence.

I would like to introduce the members of my family who are with me today, and
mention those who are not. First my wife, Terry, who has been with me every step
of the way through 30 vears of Foreign Serviee life. and who has made innumerable
personal sacrifices along the way. Also with us today are our daughter, Melissa, and
son-in-law, Jason, and onr son, Jonathan, and daughter-in-law, Leigh. Onr youngest
son, Nathaniel, is studying in Nanjing, China and could not join us.

As a career member of the Foreign Service, [ have had the privilege to serve my
country in various capacities covering the Western Hemisphere over the past 30
years. My career has taken our family throughout the Americas. In Washington, I
have had the opportunity to work on Latin American policy and programs on human
rights, democracy, law enforcement, trade, investment, nonproliferation, and other
areas.
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My interest in Latin Amevica truly began in 1973 in Xalapa, Veracruz, on a
sister-city student exchange program. [t was a life changing experience. Today, 38
vears later, | still am in mucﬁ with the tamily who took me in and tnught me move
about Mexico than [ ever could have lenrned in a texthook.

It confirmed as Ambassador of the United States to Nieavagua, | would be neered-
ited to the government. But the most important ties between onr countries are those
forged between our citizens. If confirmed, 1 would bring to our mission my experi-
ence working with civil society in Latin America and an unwavering commitment
to finding avenues to connect with the Nicaraguan people to advance 1.5, interests
and refleet U.S. values.

IF eomfirmed. my highest priority would be the protection of LS. eitizens, includ-
mg the Embassy commumity. | would work diligently with U.S. businesses to pro-
mote their exports and protect their investments, and would bring to that challenge
my experience from three assignments as an economic and commercial officer over-
seas. Bilateral trade between the United States and Niearagua has grown by two-
thivds in the 5 vears since the Central Americn-Dominican Republic Free Tyade
Agreement went into effect, vet Nicarngua has a more than 51 billion trade surplus
with the United States. If confirmed | wonld work with UL.S. businesses—small, me-
dium, and large—to increase LS. exports to help redress that imbakunce.

Nicaragua’s Presidential elections are scheduled for this November, The United
States and others in the international community have encouraged Nicaragua to
facilitate observation of thoese elections by eredible domestic and international orga-
nizations. If confirmed, | would look forward to working with members of this com-
mittee and your collengues in the Congress to shape appropriate U.S. policies in the
leadup to those elections and afterward.

Along with the rest of Central America, Nicaragua faces considerable challenges
i combating tllegal drug tratficking. Our Central America Regional Security Initia-
tive and other bilateral Jm%:l'um:a offer tools to work with the Nicaragnan Govern-
ment, private sector, and NGOs to combat these challenges. In a prior assignment.
| had the honor of participating in the signing of our bilaternl agreement to estab-
lish the International Law Enforcement Academy in El Salvador. If confirmed, 1
would bring my expervience with law enforcement and counternarcotics programs in
Latin America and adapt it to the particular environment in Nicaragua.

Mr. Chairman, thank you again for the honor of appearing before the committee
today. Should 1 be confirmed, | pledge to serve our country to the hest of my ability
and thus vepay in at least a small way the many benefits which it has bestowed
upon me and my family.

I would be pleased to answer any questions which you may have.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you.
Ms. Kubiske.

STATEMENT OF LISA J. KUBISKE, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR TO THE REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS

Ms. KUBISKE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the
committee. Thank you for granting me the opportunity to appear
today as President Obama’s nominee to be the next Ambassador to
Honduras. It is a tremendous honor and responsibility, and I, like
my colleagues, I am deeply grateful to the President and to Sec-
retary Clinton.

If confirmed, of course, I look forward to working closely with you
gnd with your colleagues to advance the interests of the United

tates.

I would also like to take a moment, Mr. Chairman, to acknowl-
edge my E'amil{, my husband, Dan. They are all on the third row
on this side. My husband, Dan, our boys, Philip and Adam, my
stepdaughter, Jessica, and her husband, Kevin, and my sister,
Alex. And [ also have a friend here as well—Ann Sacclaris. Bach
of these people has been a deep source of love and support during
my diplomatic career, or as you said, our diplomatic career,

I would also like to acknowledge my parents who, in addition to
offering me love, have been hugely influential in providing the val-
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ues I hold today, and in encouraging me to pursue my professional
dreams.

I have spent my career serving the United States in the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Office of the U.S. Trade Representa-
tive, and in the Department of State. Many of my overseas postings
have been in Latin America, most recently in Brazil where we have
a 1,100-person mission, and working with relations with Brazil at
a very interesting, important time. [ have also worked, as you men-
tioned, in the China area.

As 1 have understood since I studied in Peru as an under-
graduate, Latin America, including Honduras, is a region that has
a tangible impact on United States domestic interests, be it via the
flow of people, or trade, or illicit activities. And this makes it a core
interest for us.

Qur economic relationship is very important. We have some 200
companies in Honduras. Almost half the Honduran imports come
from the United States. And we have a trade surplus with Hon-
duras, or at least we did based on data in 2009.

Having served as the State Department’s Western Hemisphere
Economic Policy director and as a negotiator at USTR, [ am very
aware, as Senator Rubio mentioned, that expanding our economic
relationship can help Honduras develop and grow while creating
jobs in the United States.

And one promising area, just as an example, is Honduras’ alter-
native energy sector. In January, Honduras began construction on
the largest windfall in Central America. And it will bring cheap,
clean energy to a very poor country. And I am very happy to be
able to say that the turbines are being manufactured in Pennsyl-
vania, and that means jobs.

I also hope to build on the strong cultural and bilateral ties be-
tween our countries. We have 15,000 American citizens in Hon-
duras. There are 100,000 Americans who visit Honduran beaches
and Mayan ruins every year. In the United States—depending on
the statistics you read—almost a million residents of Honduran ori-
gin. And the money that those residents of Honduras—Hondurans
send back to Honduras accounts for fully a quarter of Honduras’
economy.

U.S. Government investments in Honduras are also trans-
formative. Honduras’ Vice President called the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation Compact that completed in September the most
successful development project in Honduras’ history.

Honduran governments, including the current Lobo administra-
tion, have recognized the value of our close ties. Beyond the eco-
nomic area, we are working to address an alarming rise in gang
activity that has burdened Honduras with one of the highest homi-
cide rates that the chairman mentioned earlier. Gang activity is a
threat to U.S. national security, and so working to reverse its
growth would be one of my priorities.

T also look forward to assisting our joint effort to address the un-
derlying causes of insecurity, building on the work of U.S. Govern-
ment agencies, like the Peace Corps, USAID, and nongovernmental
organizations that demonstrate every day the generosity of the
American people.
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Two years ago, Honduras was racked by a political crisis that re-
sulted in its suspension from the Organization of American States,
or OAS. And just a week ago, as you menlioned earlier, a special
session of the OAS lifted that suspension, which was a tribute to
President Lobo’s effort to promote national reconciliation.

Our continued engagement remains essential to strengthen Hon-
duras’ democratic institutions, and to—continuing to support the
Honduran government’s efforts to strengthen the respect for
human rights, their efforts having included creation of a ministry
of justice and human rights and the establishment of a police unit
aided by the United States for victims of human rights violations.

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, [ deeply value the
potential opportunity to serve the United States in this capacity,
and I thank you again. I would be pleased to answer any questions
you and your colleagues may have.

[The prepared statement of Ms. Kubiske follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF LiSA J. KUBISKE

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, thank you for granting me the op-

l:m'tlmir. ¢ to appenr hefore you today as President Obama's nominee to be the next
Inited States Ambassador to Honduras. This is a tremendous honor and responsi-

bility for which | am deeply grateful to President Obnmn and Sceretary Clinton. If
comfirmed, 1 look forward to working closely with you and your colleagues to ad-
vanee the interests of the United States.

I would like to take a moment, My, Chairman, to acknowledge my husbund, Dun,
our boys, Philip and Adam, my stepdaughter, Jessica, and my sister. Alex. Bach has
been a source of love and support during my diplomatic career. I'd also like to ae-
knowledge my parents, who have been hugely influential in providing the values |
hold teday and encouraging me to pursue professional opportunities.

After studying in Massachusetts and here in Washington, | have spent my career
serving the United States, in the Department of Agriculture, the U.S, Trade Rep-
resentative’s OMice, and the Department of State. Many of my postings have been
in Latin Amevica, most recently in Brasilia, where | served as r.[epu.ty chief of mis-
sion at a mission with over 1,100 employees at o pivotnl moment in U8, relations
with Brazil. [ have alse worked in Shungﬁui and Hong Kong.

As | have understood since I studied 1n Peru as an undergraduate, Latin America
is a region of core intevest to the United States, where the domestic impact of our
foreign policy is tangible. Owr actions have a_direct impuct on the lives of United
States eitizens, and the flows of migrants and illegal drugs to owr borders,

Having served as the Department of State's Western Hemisphere economic policy
director and as a negotiator at the United States Trade Representative's Office, |
am acutely aware of the économic opportunities in Loatin Amerien for the United
States. Owr economic velationship is especially important with Honduras. To date,
200 LS. companies operate in Honduras. Nearly half of Honduran imports oviginate
in the United States. Our trade surplus with Honduras was 560 million in 2009,

We can strengthen our economic ties while helping Honduras develop and grow.
One promising arvea is Honduras' alternative energy sector. In January, Honduras
hegan construction on the largest wind farm in Central Ameriea, which will bring
cheap, clean energy to a very poor country. | am prond to report that the turbines
grv weing manufactured in Pennsylvania, helping to ereate jobs in the United
ohites,

I also look forward, if confirmed, to building on the strong cultural and bilatéral
ties between the United States and Honduras. Fifteen thousand American citizens
live in Honduras, and 100,000 Americans visit Honduran cities, beaches and Mayan
ruins every year. In the United States, there ave nearly | million residents of Hon-
duran origin, The money they send back to their ﬁtmi{ius accounts for one-quarter
of Homduras” gross domestic product. TS, Government investments in Honduras are
similarly transformative. Honduras’ Vice President has called the $205 million Mil-
lennium Challenge Corporation Compact, completed last September, the most sue-
vessful development project in Honduras™ history,

Honduran governments, including the curvent administration headed by President
Porfirio Lobo. have vecognized the value of close ties. Together, we are helping ad-
dress the alavming rise in gang activity that has burdened Honduras with one of
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the world’s highest homicide vates. At our Embassy in Tegucigalpa, officials from
the Departments of State, Homeland Security, and Justice work side by side with
the Honduran Government to disrupt the operations of drug trafficking organiza-
tions. Reversing this trend, a thrveat to ULS. national security, would be one of my
top priorities. IF confirmed, | would also look forward to assisting onr joint efforts
to mli(h'f-?‘h‘ﬂ the underlying causes of insecurity, building on the work of U.S. Govern-
mett agencies such as the Peace Corps, USAID, and nongevernmental organizations
that daily demuonstrate the generosity of the American puople.

Two yeurs ago, Honduras was wracked by a pnlir.icnll crigis that vesulted in Hon-
duras’ suspension from the Organization of Amevican States (OAS). Just a week
ago, 1 speciil session of the OAS lifted that suspension, a tribute to President Lobo's
efforts to promote national reconciliation. Our continued engagement remains essen-
tinl to strengthen Honduras™ demoeratic institutions and to continue supporting the
Honduran Government’s efforts to strengthen respect for human vights, which has
inclnded the creation of a Ministry of Justice and Human Rights and the creation
of n police unit, nided by the United States, for victims of human rights violations.

Mr. Chairman and members of the commitree, | deeply value the potential oppo-
tunity to serve the United States in this capacity, and [ thank yvou again for grant-
ing me the privilege of appearing before you today. | would be pleased to answer
any guestions you and your colleagues may have.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you.

Mr. Thessin.

STATEMENT OF JAMES H. THESSIN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR TO THE REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY

Mr. THEsSIN. Mr. Chairman, Senator Rubio, I appreciate very
much the opportunity to appear before this committee.

When in years past [ was a staffer for this committee sitting on
your side of the dais, I did not expect that someday I would be here
as the President’s nominee to be the United States Ambassador to
the Republic of Paraguay. Having served the committee for several
years, I continue to have the greatest respect for this institution,
and will carry that with me in my new job if confirmed.

I would like first to introduce my family. With me is my wife of
38 years, Marcia, our son, Jonathan, and his spouse, Rebecca. Our
daughter, Rachel, and her spouse, Will, are out of town on busi-
ness, and unfortunately not able to be with us today.

I am proud of my wife and our children in so many ways, includ-
ing that all five have been working daily to make this country
stronger now and into the future. My wife, son, and daughter are
in public service, and our daughter-in-law and son-in-law in univer-
sities.

I am very grateful and humbled that President Obama has nomi-
nated me for this position and asked me to serve. You have my
commitment that if confirmed I would work tirelessly to live up to
the high standards that the administration has set for its ap-
pointees, standards that [ know this committee and the American
people expect as well.

I come before you today as a lifelong public servant in a career
that has spanned more than 35 years, working in two branches of
government and in various departments and agencies. If confirmed,
I will draw upon all the wisdom, knowledge, and experience that
I have learned during my government experience in an effort to ad-
vance United States interests and our important relationship with
Paraguay. And if confirmed, [ look forward to working with the
committee in this effort.

The relationship between the United States and Paraguay is
strong and mutually beneficial. The United States has a strong in-
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terest in supporting Paraguay’s efforts to deepen its democratic
structures, to advance human rights, to counter narcotics traf-
ficking and terrorism, to combat corruption and the misuse of intel-
lectual property, and to promote an effective, transparent govern-
ment and judicial system.

The people of the United States believe that these principles are
important, and, therefore, we have a strong interest in their adop-
tion by other countries. We benefit directly when other countries
make these principles their own. Not only do our citizens receive
fair treatment when abroad and find a safe and welcoming environ-
ment there, but our businesses are able to invest in trade in a mar-
ketplace that is fair and predictable, placing United States firms in
a better position to contribute to the economic prosperity of the
United States as well as that of Paraguay.

Paraguay stands at an important juncture where the United
States can help make a difference. Paraguay is less than 25 years
away from a period when one person ruled the country for some 35
years. And there is significant work yet to do.

During this historic period of its bicentennial, Paraguay is look-
ing at the lessons of its past and is working to design the blueprint
for its future, especially as it approaches Presidential and legisla-
tive elections.

For its part, the United States has established programs to help
Paraguay institute democratic reforms, disrupt criminal organiza-
tions, develop its counter terrorism ecapabilities, fight corruption,
and promote good governance and economic development.

If confirmed, T would give the highest priority to ensuring the
well-being and safety of Americans living and traveling in Para-
guay. I would also seek opportunities for trade between the United
States and Paraguay, specifically promoting United States exports
to Paraguay as well as advocating for United States firms doing
business in that country.

If confirmed, I look forward to working with you, your distin-
guished colleagues, and your staffs to advance our priorities with
the Republic of Paraguay.

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear today. I welcome
any questions you may have.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Thessin tollows: |

PREPARED STATEMENT OF JAMES H. THRESSIN

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I appreciate very much the oppor-
tunity to appear hefore this committee today. This is a great honor for me. \I\-Jhun
in years past | was a staffer for rhis committes, sitting on your side of the dais,
[ did not expect that someday | would be heve as the President’s nominee to be the
United States Ambassador to the Republic of Parapuny, Having sevved the com-
mittee for several years, | continue to have great respect for this institution and will
carry that with me in my new jobr if confirmed.

[ am very grateful and humbled that President Obama has nominated me for this
position and asked me to serve. You have my commitment that, if confirmed, T will
work tirelessly to live up to the high standards that the administration has set for
its appointees; standards that [ know this committee and the American people ex-
pect of nominees as well.

With the chairman’s permission, | would first like to introduce my family. With
me is my wife of 38 years, Marcia. We ave delighted at the prospect of working to
advance U.S. interests in Paraguay, if | am confirmed. Also with us ave our son,
Jonathan, and his spouse, Rebecea. Our danghter, Rachel. and her spouse. Will, are
not able to be with us, being out of town on business. [ am proud of my wife and
our children in so many ways, including that all five have been working daily to
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mitke this country stronger now and into the future. My wife, son, and daughter
have been in public service, working respectively as a demographer, an attorney,
and an engineer. Our daughter-in-law and our son-in-law have been working in uni-
versities to help build a stronger foundation in this country for tomorrow, one train-
ing educators, the other advancing science.

I come before you today as a lifelong public servant. My career with the Federal
Government has hpm"ll'lﬂlly more than §:3 years working in two branches of govern-
ment and in various departments and agencies, most recently as the Deputy Legal
Adviser at the Department of State. Before beginning with the Department in 19582,
[ had worked for this committee for some 3 vears in the late 1970s and early 1980s.
I have learned much during my government service, particularly while at the De-
sartment and on the committee staff. [ confirmed, 1 will draw upon all this wisdom,

nowledge, and experience in an effort to advance US. interests in our important
relationship with Paraguay. And if confirmed, I look forward to working with this
committee i this effort,

The relutionship between the United States and Paraguay is strong and mutually
heneficial. The United States has o strong intevest in supporting Paraguay's efforts
to deepen its democratic structures, to advance human rights, to counter nureotics
trafficking and rerrorism, to combat corruption and the misuse of intellectual prop-
erty, and to promote an effective, transparent government and judicial system,

he people of the United States believe that these principles are important, and
thevefore we have a strong interest in their adoption by other countries. We benefit
divectly when other countries make these principles their own. Not only do our citi-
zens veceive fair treatment when abrond and find a safe and welcoming environ-
ment there, but onr businesses arve able to invest and trade in a marketplace that
is fair and predictable, )Iacing LIS, fivms in a better position to contribute to the
economic prosperity of the United States as well as Paraguay. If confirmed, | look
forward to continuing the productive dinlogue between the United States and Para-
puay and will work chligent]y to advance these goals.

Paraguay stands at an important juncture where the United States can help
make a difference. Paraguay is less than 25 years away from a period when one
berson ruled the country for some 35 vears, and there is significant work yet to do.
Juring this historic period of its bicentennial, Paraguay is looking at the lessons
of its past and works to design the blueprint for its future, especially as it ap-
roaches Presidential and legislative elections. To help, the United States has estab-
lishﬂd programs to help Paraguay institute democratic reforms, disrupt eriminal or-
ganizations, develop its countertervorism capabilities, fight corruption, and promote
good governance and economic development. If confirmed, | look forward to working
with President Lugo, Foreign Minister Lara Castro, the Paraguayan Government,
the private sector, and civil society as we seek to advance bilateral relations and
strengthen the political, commercial, and cultural ties that exist between our two
countries,

If ecomfirmed, | would also give the highest priovity to ensuring the well-being and
sufety of Americans living and traveling in Paraguay. | would also seek opportuni-
ties for enhanced trade between the United States and Paraguay, specifically. pro-
moting U.S, exports to Parnguay as well as advocating for U.S firms doing business
in Paraguay.

If confirmed, T look forward to working with you. your distinguished eolleagues,
and your staffs to advance our priorities with the Republic of Paraguay.

Thank you again for the opportunity to appear today. | weleome any questions
you may have.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you very much. In typical legal fash-
ion, you have a full minute left. So, you synthesize very well.

Mr. THESSIN. I cede it back to the chair. [Laughter.]

Senator MENENDEZ. The chair is grateful to you.

Mr. Hardt.

STATEMENT OF D. BRENT HARDT, OF FLORIDA, TO BE
AMBASSADOR TO THE CO-OPERATIVE REPUBLIC OF GUYANA

Mr. HArRDT. Mr. Chairman, Senator Rubio, thank you for the op-
portunity to appear before you today as President Obama’s nomi-
nee as the next United States Ambassador to the Co-operative Re-
public of Guyana. I am grateful for the trust and the confidence
that the President and Secretary of State have placed in me.
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If confirmed by the Senate, I look forward to working closely
with this committee and your colleagues in Congress to advance
our Nation’s many interests in Guyana and the broader Caribbean
region.

Before I proceed, I would like to acknowledge the unflagging love
and support throughout my career of my wife, Saskia, and my
three sons, who are unfortunately preparing to leave post next
week and could not be here with me today. But they have sup-
ported me in the [Inited States in many capacities over the conrse
of my career.

I would also like to acknowledge the care and nurture of my
mother, who awakened my curiosity in the world around me.

Mr. Chairman, | have had the privilege of serving our country
as a career Foreign Service officer for the past 23 years. This jour-
ney has taken me to the Western Hemisphere and Europe, includ-
ing four previous postings in the Caribbean. I have worked with
friends and allies to strengthen security combat drug trafficking,
promote democratic values and human rights, combat HIV and
AIDS, and encourage the exchange of people and ideas.

In my current position as chargé d’affaires in the eastern Carib-
bean, I have led our Embassy team to rebuild confidence in the
United State as the region’s partner of choice. I believe these expe-
riences have prepared me well to lead the U.S. mission in George-
town should I be confirmed.

Mr. Chairman, Guyana is a country of tremendous potential with
vast rain forests, productive agricultural lands, proven mineral re-
sources and patentially large oil and natural gas reserves. But it
is also a country facing considerable challenges with poverty and
HIV/AIDS cpidemic, cthnic and racial divisions, drug trafficking,
and violent crime.

The United States has a strong interest in working with Guyana,
working in partnership to meet these challenges and fulfill this po-
tential.

If confirmed, I will work with the government and people of Guy-
ana to solidify gains in democratic governance, bolster economic
growth, and promote opportunity, especially for women and young
people.

The United States also has an interest in Guyana as a key part-
ner in strengthening regional security. Through the President’s
Jaribbean Basin Security Initiative, we are intensifying our co-
operation to counter threats of trangnational crime and terrorism.
That security for the citizens of the Caribbean is indispensable
both to the region’s future and to our own interests. If confirmed,
I will work with all United States agencies active in the region to
strengthen our security cooperation with Guyana.

Guyana is a nation of enormous economic potential, but with a
per capita GDP of only $2,500, it is also one of the poorest coun-
tries in the hemisphere. That is why USAID has been working with
the government and private scctor to diversify the cconomy and
create new opportunities and in agribusiness, aquaculture, wood
products, and eco-tourism.

If confirmed, I look forward to continuing our mission’s efforts to
strengthen Guyana’s competitiveness, build its trade capacity, and
reduce constraints to doing business.
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Guyana is also a leader in efforts to address global climate
change through its low carbon development strategy, which seeks
to prescerve its rain forests. To support Guyana’s cfforts, our Em-
bassy is helping to develop sustainable forestry and host country
governance capacity.

In the face of a debilitating AIDS epidemic in Guyana, the
United States has made major investments in combating this dis-
ease through the President’s emergency plan for AIDS relief. Our
$145 million investment since 2004 has paid clear dividends in
meeting this challenge. Guyana’s prevention and care programs, its
lab, and its state-of-the-art logistics system are models for HIV pro-
grams in the region. If confirmed, [ will work with the government
and other health partners to achieve enduring country ownership
and sustainability of these life-saving advances in public health.

Mr. Chairman, Guyana is poised for elections later this year that
can build on progress it has made as an emerging democracy.
International cbservers deemed its 2006 Presidential elections to
be free, fair, and transparent, and for the first time independence,
they were also peaceful. It is important that Guyana continue
along this path in the elections scheduled to take place later this
year. If confirmed, I will work with the government and civil soci-
ety to help strengthen democracy and governance, promote con-
structive political dialogue, and encourage greater citizen participa-
tion in the political process.

The United States has a special link to Guyana through the
many Guyanese who live in our country. I will look to work with
this talented and hardworking diaspora to find ways that they can
contribute to building a more stable and prosperous Guyana.

Mr. Chairman, these are some of the opportunities and chal-
lenges that await the next United States Ambassador to Guyana.
They are challenges and opportunities I welcome. If confirmed and
entrusted with this office, I look forward to working with you and
your colleagues in Congress to forge a close and productive partner-
ship between the United States and Guyana. I assure you that I
will seek to represent the President and the American people with
creativity, with dedication, and with dignity.

Thank you, and I would be pleased to answer any questions you
may have,

[The prepared statement of Mr. Hardt follows:]

PREPARED STATEMENT OF D. BRENT HARDT

Mr. Chairman and members of the committes, thank you for the opportunity to
appear before you today as President Obama’s nomines to serve as the next United
States Ambassador to the Cooperative Republic of Guyvana, [ am prateful for the
trust and confidence President Obama and Secretury of State Clinton have placed
in me.

It confirmed by the Senate, [ look forward to working elosely with this committee
and with your collengues in Congress to advance our Nation’s many interests in
Guyana and the broader Caribbean region.

Before [ proceed, 1 would like to acknowledge the unflagging support throughout
my career of my wife, Saskia, and my three sons, who have served the United
States in many capacities during our many overseas assignments.

Mr. Chairman, I have had the privilege of serving our country as a career Foreign
Service officer for the past 23 years. This journey has taken me to the Western
Hemisphere and Europe, including four previous postings in the Cavibbean: | have
worked with friends and allies to strengthen security. combat drug trafficking. pro-
mote democratic values and human rvights, combat HIV and AIDS, and encourage
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the exchange of people and ideus. In my current position as Chargé d’Affaires in
the Eastern Caribbean, I have led vur Embassy team to rebuild confidence in the
United States as the region’s partner of choice. [ believe these experiences have pre-
pared me well to lead the U.S. mission in Guyana, should I be confirmed.

Mr, Chairman, Guyana is a country with tremendous potential, with vast pristine
rain forests, productive agricultural lands, proven mineral resources, and potentially
large oil and natural gas reserves. [t is also a country facing considerable challenges
from poverty, an HIV/AIDS epidemic, ethnic and racial divisions, drug trafficking
and violent crime. The United States has a strong interest in working in partner-
ship with Guyana to meet these challenges and fulfill this porential. If confirmed,
I will work with the government and peaple of Guyvana to solidify gains in demo-
cratic governance, bolster economic growth, and promote opportunity, particularly
for young people and women,

The United States also has an interest in Guyana as a key partner in strength-
ening regional security. Through the President’s Caribbean Basin Security Initiative
we are intensifving our cooperation to counter the threats of transnational crime
and terrorism. Together we ave strengthening maritime interdietion capabilities,
professionalizing law enforcement agencies, veforming the juvenile justice sector,
and providing new opportunities for at-risk youth. Better security for the citizens
of the Caribbean is indispensible both to the region’s future stability and prosperity
and to our interests. If confirmed, [ will work with all LS. agencies active in the
region to strengthen cur security cooperation with Guyana.

Guyana is a nation of enormous economic potential. [ts natural resource endow-
ment includes gold, bauxite, diamonds, and timber. Experts estimate a 50-percent
probability that the Guyana-Suriname Basin holds 15 L‘Elliuu barrals of oil and 42
trillion cubic feet of natwral gas, With exploratory drilling anticipated later this
year, we are helping prepare the ground for sound development of these resources
through t&t:hnit:t-lll assistance of the Enevgy Governance Capacity Initiative (EGCL).

With a per capita GDP of only $2,500, Guyana is also one of the poorest countries
in the Hemisphere. That is why USAID has been working with the government and
privitte sector to diversify the economy and ereate new opportunities in agribusiness,
aquacnlture, wood products, and ecotourism—a program singled out by the Presi-
dent of Guyana as a1 maodel for other donors. If confirmed. [ look forward to con-
tinuing our mission’s efforts to work with the government and private sector to
strengthen Guyana’s market competitiveness, build its trade eapacity, and reduce
lepal constraints (o doing business.

Guyana is also a leader in efforts to address global climate change through its
low carbon development strategy, which is helping to preserve its vast, antouched
rain forest. To support Guyana's intevest in tlti'|i:-'.inj,' the country's abundant forests
as a development tool. our Embassy is engaged in developing sustainuble forestry,
ecotourism, and host country eapacity to implement the Reduced Emissions from
Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) initiative.

In the face of « debilitating AIDS epidemic in (':'rugnmu, the United States has
made a major investment in combating this disease through the President’s Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Our $145 million investment since 2004 has
paid clear dividends in responding to Guyana’s HIV/AIDS epidemic, Guyana's pre-
vention and ecare programs, central laboratory, and state-of-the-art logisties system
are motels for other HIV programs in the region. Life-saving antivefrovival treat-
ment has been provided to 89 percent of HIV positive patients in need of treat-
ment—a sixfold increase. HIV testing among pregnant women has increased by 360
percent, and treatment of HIV-positive women inereased from 57 percent in 2006
to 93 percent by the end of 2010, PEPFAR has alse had a profound impact on Guy-
ana’s health systems, enhaneing the country’s laboratory eapacity, ability to store
and distribute medicines, and management of broader health services. As a result
of these U.S. Government investments, Guyana now is able to take on more of the
responsibility for this vesponse. If confirmed, | will work with the government and
other health partners to achieve enduring culmtrry-uwnm'ship and sustainability of
these important life saving advances in public health.

Mr. Chairman, Guyana is poised for elections later this year that can build on
progress it has made as an emerging demoeracy. International obhservers deemed its
2006 Presidentinl elections to be free, fair and transparent and, for the fivst time
since independence, they were also peaceful. It is impoertant that Guyana continue
along this path in the elections scheduled to take place later this year. If confirmed,
I will work with the government and civil society to help strengthen demaocraey and
povernance, promote constructive political dialogue, and encourage greater citizen
participation in the political process. To this end, | will also encourage the govern-
ment to hold local elections, which have not been held sinee 1994,
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The United States has a special link to Guyana through the many (Guyanese who
live in our country, many of whom are dual nationals and who maintain elose ties
with family in Guyana. In fact, over 70 percent of Guyana’s citizens huve family liv-
ing in the United States. If confirmed I will look to work with this talented and
hard-working diaspora to find ways that their creativity can contribute to building
a more stable and prosperous Guyana.

As a Caribbean country geographieally in South America, Guyana is emer g:lw Hy
a bridge between the two regions. [t hosts the Caribbean Contmunity (CARICOM)
headquarters, and is currently serving as the chair for UNASUR, which seeks
greater integration of South American nations. If confirmed, 1 will also be aceredited
to the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), which in"ings together 15 Caribbean
states to promote regional integration and cooperation. CARICOM has a vital role
to play in building a secure and prosperous Caribbean, and, if confirmed, I look for-
ward to working with the Secretary General and CARICOM members to advance
our common interests in trade, investment, development, and eitizen security.

Mr. Chairman, these are some of the opportunities and challenges that await the
next United States Ambassador to Guyana. They ave opportunities and challenges
| welcome. If confirmed and entrusted with this office, { look forward to working
with you and your colleagues in Congress to forge a rluw :md mdmrne partner-
ship between the United States and Guyana. 1 assure you that [ will seek to
S(—}pr@fent the President and the American people with creat]V]ty dedication, and

1gnity.

.f woyuld be pleased to answer any questions you may have. Thank you.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you, Mr. Hardt. Thank you all for
your testimony. I welcome your family members and thank them
for being here.

Let me start off with a round.

Mr. Farrar, tell me about the situation in Nicaragua from your
perspective, as_you approach the possibility of representing the
United States there. What is the political landscape?

Mr. FARRAR. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. [ would start by saying
that it is very clear that the United States and Nicaragua have
some significant differences in the area of democratic governance
and human rights. We and others in the international community
have joined in frying to encourage strongly Nicaragua to allow
international and domestic observation of the upcoming elections.
We are awaiting still the outcome of our entreaties and those of
others in the international community.

There are also areas in which we are working together. I would
mention counternarcotics where the United States is cooperating
with certain entities in the Government of Nicaragua that have a
proven track record on interdiction, particularly the Nicaraguan
Navy.

And finally, as T mentioned in my opening statement, we are
working together under the Central America Free Trade Agree-
ment and NAFTA—excuse me, CAFTA—CAFTA-DR to—and trade
has expanded considerably.

But our No. 1 concern going forward would be the situation do-
mestically for the upcoming elections and whether or not inter-
national and domestic observers will be allowed to observe those.

Thank you.

Senator MENENDEZ. What is your view of Mr. Ortega’s ability to
run a second time?

Mr. FARRAR. Yes. As you know, the Supreme Court in 2000—of
Nicaragua in 2009 issued a decision allowing reelection. [ was not
working in Nicaraguan issues at that time, so [ am not privy to all
of the considerations and background that went inte formulation of
U.S. policy at that time. But it is my understanding that the State
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Department issued a statement following that decision pointing
specifically at the lack of transparency and the decisionmaking
process that led to that, and that that position was also echoed by
our Embassy in Managua.

Going forward, I think if confirmed, it would be important for me
and for Washington to be consulting closely so that as the situation
evolves on the ground, we would speaking with one voice directly
to the Government of Nicaragua to express our concerns. Thank
you.

Senator MENENDEZ. This is what concerns me. Ambassador Cal-
lahan had a very clear view. He said it was unconstitutional. And
since President Ortega got elected in 2006, he has methodically and
shrewdly consolidated his political power by subverting his coun-
try’s democratic institutions and his people’s basic human rights,
including freedom of assembly. Now, he is in violation of the coun-
try’s constitution. He is pursuing a second consecutive and third
overall Presidential terms in national elections.

His electoral machination suggests he is taking no chances. He
and the Sandinista supporters are thwarting peaceful demonstra-
tions, silencing the business community, taking over media outlets,
politicizing government offices, and expropriating public funds. Tn
what is the second poorest country in the Western Hemisphere, Or-
tega has clearly put his own personal enrichment and empower-
ment over the welfare of the Nicaraguan people.

Now, that is my view, but it is a far different view than the one
you expressed to me. And [ am concerned, as I was hoping to hear
something different today. I am concerned that if the major polit-
ical view that you have on the landscape is the question of election
transparency and having observers, there’s far more than that
going on here. And for my own sake in terms of being supportive
of a nominee to go to this post, I want to see someone who is going
to make sure that civil society has the support of the U.S. Govern-
ment in a way that protects them from this regime and gives the
wherewithal, the space, the openness, to be able to choose a really
transparent democratic opportunity for their country.

And that is why [ gave you an open question, to get a sense of
what your view 1s. My concern also stems also from your time at
the U.S. Interest Section in Cuba, because Cuban dissidents have
said to me that during the time you have been the Interest Section
there, it has been the least open to their cause and concerns. And
now you are going to a country that ultimately has a lot of issues
that are also about democracy and human rights.

Can you assuage my concerns?

Mr. FARRAR. Mr. Chairman, first of all, let me say that it is es-
sential for the United States to stand up for our democratic prin-
ciples, whether we are talking about Nicaragua, Cuba, or anywhere
else in the world. And as we do that, it 1s essential as well that
we speak with one voice, whether it is from Havana or in Mana-
gua, with Washington, so that our message is clear, and it is one
message and one message only. We have to be able to do that di-
rectly and clearly.

We also have to be able to detend the programs that we run that
stem from our principles. And over the past 3 years in Havana, [
have had the opportunity to develop, implement, and carry forward
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a broad range of programs to support civil society and the free flow
of information to, from, and within Cuba. Facing at times substan-
tial obstacles, we have managed to implement some very innova-
tive programs to support civil society in Cuba. And if given the op-
portunity, we would certainly—I would certainly make that my top
priority as well.

[ am looking forward to serving in Nicaragua because I recognize
that in the runup period to the election and then afterward, the
role of civil society is going to be crucial. And our programs can be
a limited, but significant, part of protecting civil society, protecting
its role, and preserving democratic institutions. And that 1s some-
thing that has been a top priority of mine in Havana, and if con-
firmed, would be in Managua as well.

Senator MENENDEZ. One final followup before I turn to Senator
Rubio. Do you share any of the concerns that I expressed a minute
ago in Nicaragua?

Mr. FARRAR. Yes. I think we are quite concerned with the trends
in Nicaragua. If you look at last year’s human rights report, for ex-
ample, it says that respect for human rights has deteriorated in
Nicaragua, and it focuses particularly on some of the concerns that
you mentioned—freedom of assembly, freedom of the press, respect
for independent media. Yes, on a personal level and as an adminis-
tration, we share some of those concerns.

Mr. MENENDEZ. Senator Rubio.

Senator RuUB10. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Farrar, let us
begin. [ have been in the Senate now 5 months. I was not here dur-
ing most of your role in Havana. And I want to study that a little
bit because I think you are going into a potentially similar situa-
tion in Nicaragua.

I would start by just asking, what is your view or what was your
view going in to your post in Havana, the role of the U.S. Interest
Section in Cuba? What did you see as the mission statement for
the Interest Section?

Mr. FARRAR. I would say going in, our No. 1 priority was support
for civil society and to expand freedom in Cuba. Together with
that, it would be protecting American citizens, which is our No. 1
priority, around the world.

Before going to Havana, I did extensive consultations here up on
Capitol Hill. The one area of consensus that I found was that the
Interest Section also needed to expand its contact with all levels of
Cuban society. And we have tried to implement programs to carry
that out as well.

Senator RUBTO. As you [ am sure are aware, before you were at
that post, the Interest Section had developed in a very different di-
rection. Decisions were made that you undid. There was the infa-
mous news ticker, the Christmas decorations. In addition to that,
there were numerous complaints from dissidents and others about
your reluctance to interact with them. I know in September 2009,
you hosted a reception where there were regime personnel who at-
tended, yet members of civil society in Cuba were excluded.

Were those the decisions that you made, and what was the
thought process behind some of those decisions, because it took the
Interest Section in a different direction than it had been going pre-
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viously. What led to those decisions? How were they made? Were
you involved in making them? What was the rationale?

Mr. FARRAR. Thank you, Senator. Over the past 3 years, I would
say what we have done is build upon some of the programs that
were already in place and expand them and implement new ones.
As an area where we built upon existing programs, I would cite the
training program for independent journalists. It is run by Florida
[nternational University, where we recently graduated our 500th
student from those courses.

We run two Internet resource centers, one of which we rebuilt
from the ground up last year. They are the largest sources of un-
censored free Internet in Cuba.

We have gone beyond that by instituting basic computer courses
for Cuban civil society, classes in blogging. Once we received per-
mission from the Department of Commerce, we began preparing
and distributing DVDs with free software and monthly updates to
help people be able to connect.

We created a distance learning center. We had no facility. We
constructed this distance learning center using a railroad shipping
container that we have converted into a center that now has DVC
capability, Internet stations, computers, so that students in Ha-
vana can take college level courses in Spanish at our distance
learning center.

The reason we did that was shortly after I arrived in 2008, we
tried to begin a scholarship program for Cuban students to study
in the United States, two programs, one a leadership program in
the summer and the second a year at a community college. We ad-
vertised that program as you only can in Cuba, through word of
mouth, by passing out leaflets on the street, giving leaflets to other
people to pass on to friends and acquaintances. We had over 700
students apply for thosc scholarships trom around Cuba. We se-
lected the 27 best. None of them received exit permits to depart
Cuba from the government, so we had to find other ways to con-
nect, which we did.

We have begun training classes for English teachers and English
language students. The median age of learning English language
classes is 23. We are connecting with college level students in Cuba
today, I would say, for the first time.

In the past year, we have nominated and she won the prize as
one of the International Women of Courage, Yoani Sanchez. We re-
cently nominated the Damas de Blanco, and they received the
Global Human Rights Defenders Award from the State Department
for 2010. When it came time for both to receive their awards, none
of them received permission to leave Cuba to accept those rewards.
So, we put on ceremonies for them in Havana so that they could
receive their prizes.

Last month’s ceremony with Damas de Blanco was the first time
that the 12 75ers who were released over the past year were all
gathered together. And since that time, we have gathered them to-
gether again several other times, and they have met on their own.

Senator RUBIO. I apologize. I do not want to interrupt because
this is a list of accomplishments, and those are significant, and we
can talk about those. I think we will have a second round and how-
ever else the chairman wants to proceed. But I think the question
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was really related to the nature of the Interest Section and its mis-
sion.

Befare you arrived, the Tnterest Section was viewed as having a
more adversarial—would you concede that it was considered more
adversarial by the regime before your arrival?

Mr. FARRAR. I don’t want to characterize how it was before I ar-
rived, but what I would say is the Interest Section has, is

Senator RUBIO. The Interest Section changed after you arrived.
And the changes that you made, specifically some that I outlined,
but its view, its mission statement, would you not concede that its
mission changed, the way it conducted business changed in terms
of its interaction with the government?

Mr. FARRAR. I think the mission statement support for civil soci-
ety and in democratic progress did not change. What changed was
we tried to expand the ways that we go about doing that.

Senator RUBI0. OK, the way that you went about doing that,
right. And so, would you characterize the way they used to do
things before as more aggressive? You know, obviously the ticker,
the Christmas decorations, things that clearly antagonized the
Cuban Government. You took the Interest Section in a different di-
rection in terms of its tactics. My question is, What was the
thought process behind using these different tactics? Well, why did
you decide to go in that direction after the Interest Section had
been going in the other direction? I just want to know the thought
process behind it, the justification. You know, what prompted you
to go that route?

Mr. FARRAR. Yes. I would say that our goal was to support civil
society in Cuba and to expand the Interest Section’s contacts with
all levels of Cuban society. And in order to do that, we had to come
up with new programs that we could use to reach out, to reach out
more broadly than we had done in the past. And that is the direc-
tion that we went.

Senator RUBIO. But was it your view that by taking down some
of these programs that antagonized the regime that you would
have more space to carry out these programs? Was the thought
that if we do not go over the top—if we do not offend or try not
to offend the regime, we will have more space to carry out our mis-
sion. Was that your view?

Mr. FarRraR. No. I think we were looking for the programs that
would be most effective. If I could go back for just a second to the
distance learning program. We did not have any facility in order
to implement such programs. We had to get this shipping container
moved on to the premises of the Interest Section, which tock a long
time, but we were able to do.

Subsequent to that, I have been called into the Foreign Ministry
four times for their presentations on how this program violates the
Vienna Conventions, a view with which we completely disagree.
But our No. 1 concern is not what the possible effect might be on
the Government of Cuba. It is what will be most effective in terms
of supporting civil society and expanding the free flow of informa-
tion to, from, and within the island.

Senator Rurto. OK. You know, there were—and I know I have
gone over time, so we can come back to this or we can move on in
a second. But your relationship and your description of dissidents
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and the dissident movement on the island has been described as
reluctance and disinterest. What is your view and what was your
thought process regarding dissidents on the island and your rela-
tionship with them in comparison to that of your predecessors at
the mission?

Mr. FARRAR. I think we—and [—have a long and deep relation-
ship with civil society in Cuba. And if anything, it is a broader re-
lationship than it has been in the past. Civil society in Cuba knows
that the Interest Section is the hulwark of support, that we have
the interests of the Cuban people at heart. And the programs we
have, the outreach that we do, is all aimed at that.

I think events, such as the one that I described, where we gave
the award to the Dames de Blanco for the global human rights de-
fenders. And we brought together in one room them and their rel-
atives who had been released, and provided a venue frankly for
them to begin to talk with one another and to see how, now that
they have reincorporated themselves into daily life, how they want
to go about promoting civil society in Cuba. That is something that
the Interest Section can offer and probably there is no other insti-
tution in Havana that can do so.

Scnator RUBIo. My last question on this round, and it goes di-
rectly to this point. There is a press report that on April 2009 and
digpateh that you signed, you said that Cuba’s pro-democracy activ-
1sts and their focus on human rights did not resonate with Cubans,
who are more concerned about having greater opportunities to trav-
el freely and live comfortably. Does that remain your view, that
Cuba’s pro-democracy activists and their focus on human rights
does not resonate with Cubans?

Mr. FARRAR. Yes. I am not sure of the source of that quote. If
it 13—hag to do with WikiLeaks, we of course cannot comment on
the validity or not of a source such as that.

[ have said many times that our No. 1 objective in Havana has
been support for civil society, expanding their operating space, and
trying to improve the information flow and out of the island. At
other times [ have said that they are the conscience of Cuba, and
I stand on that. Thank you.

Senator MENENDEZ. We will do a second round here. I will get
to some of you. I do not want you to feel left out of the process.
I know you would rather have questions than not have questions.

But I just have one more followup, Mr. Farrar. This is the nature
of the challenge here. When I hear you respond to Senator Rubio,
you talk about broader civil society, and that is admirable. But
every time our questions are about human rights activists and po-
litical dissidents, your responses are of broader civil society. Why
is it that human rights activists and political dissidents inside
Cuba who I have talked to, including during a recent trip to Spain
where [ met 50 of those who were released from Cuban jails, say
they feel that there was less engagement, less access from the In-
terest Section during your tenure.

I do not believe having your political affairs director smoking a
cigar with a narcotics trafficker is reaching out to civil society. If
you were going to some other country, maybe this would not be an
issue. But many of us on this committee, and certainly I as the
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chairman of the subcommittee, have serious concerns about where
Nicaragua is headed.

So the ability to engage not just with civil society, but with
human rights activists and political dissidents languishing inside of
their country to create the space that is necessary for the proper
democratic process to take place is very important. That is why it
is critically important for us to understand where you came from
so we can know what to expect of you in your next post.

[ want to give you the chance to give me some sense of how you
will engage “differ ently in Nicaragua. And maybe your answer is
there is no difference, in which case, you know that would be it.

Mr. FARRAR. Senator and Mr. Chalrman [ share your concern
about strengthening and supporting civil society. That is what we
have endeavored to do over the past 3 years.

If [ may go back to the example of Damas de Blanco, after our
ceremony presenting them with the Global Human Rights Defend-
ers Fund Award, 2 weeks later we brought back the former 75ers
to give them 2 days of intensive training on computers, on the
world that had passed them by during their 8 years in Cuban pris-
ons.

We are engaged in looking for practical ways that we can help
human rights activists, civil society members, get their message
out and engage better to advance the cause of democracy and
human rights. And it is that same mission of trying to find ways
that will work that I would, if confirmed, look to carry forward in
Nicaragua.

Senator MENENDEZ. Thank you for your answer. Ms. Kubiske, let
me ask you, President Zelaya has returned to Honduras. That was
part of the condition for Honduras’ return to the OAS, along with
assurances of the government that his political allies would be al-
lowed to participate in politics.

Can you comment on what you view as the political climate in
Honduras and the meaning of Zelaya’s return for the stability of
the Lobo government?

Ms. KUBISKE. [ think in the first instance, it was quite a triumph
that Honduras, with the help of neighbors in the hemisphere, were
able to get to the point where Honduras could be brought back into
the OAS. And so, they are now in a position to move forward.

Having said that I understand that the atmosphere continues to
be fragile and polarized. There is no question about that.

As part of the project of national reconciliation as you mentioned,
Mr. Chairman, there was a condition of Zelaya’s return. And so, we
hope and we urge—I hope and I urge—if I were confirmed, that he
would play a constructive role.

Senator MENENDEZ. What do you think is the stability of the
Lobo government?

Ms. KUBISKE. I think they have—I am going to answer it indi-
rectly to be frank. They have taken many important steps forming
a unity government that has opposition members in it and estab-
lishing a truth and reconciliation commission to go over what hap-
pened in the past and to try to make recommendations for how to
prevent it.

I think [ would see my role as putting a lot of priority on
strengthening democratic institutions because there is an issue of
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having a system that will avoid a political crisis, such as the one
that occurred in 2009.

Senator MENENDEZ. Let me ask you a question that is local in
nature, but [ would like to get your commitment should you be con-
firmed to work with me on this.

In May of last year, a constituent of mine, Joe Dunsavage dis-
appeared off the coast of Honduras in his boat, and despite exten-
sive efforts, neither he nor his boat were recovered. His brother, his
wife, and his kids have been seeking a certificate of presumptive
death from the Department for more than a year to no avail. Will
you work with me 1n trying to help this family come to a conclusion
so that we can have them have a measure of closure and be able
to deal with the challenges of their estate?

Ms. KUBISKE. The short answer is absolutely. The longer answer
18 what happens to American citizens is a core objective of our for-
eign policy and taking care of people. I know that the Embassy and
the State Department both have worked hard on the case, but I
would welcome the opportunity, if [ were confirmed, to take a clos-
er look and see if there is anything more we can possibly do.

Senator MENENDEZ. | appreciate that. We look forward to doing
that with you.

Mr. Thessin, with reference to Paraguay, [ mentioned that it cap-
tured an enormous amount, in monetary terms, of cocaine, 875
kilos. What do you view as the nature of our counternarcotics co-
operation with Paraguay? And how committed do you think the
Paraguayans are to a strong bilateral relationship with the United
States to control illicit activity of that and other sorts in the Tri-
Border region?

Mr. THESSIN. Counternarcotics is an area that is obviously a high

riority for the United States Government—the President, the
Brug nforcement Administration, and the country. And DEA has
a very close working relationship with the Paraguayan authorities.
They have been training units to go out and look for and seize nar-
cotics that might be transiting the country. They have reported to
me that they have been receiving good cooperation.

If confirmed, I would continue to make counternarcotics a high
priority. This is important to the United States. Beyond that, the
Tri-Border Area is an area of particular concern for United States
and Paraguayan law enforcement. The area is notorious for corrup-
tion, for money laundering, for smuggling. And whenever you have
that kind of money floating around from illicit gains, there is also
concern then that it is used to—some of it is going to fund ter-
rorism in the Middle East, for example.

There is no corroborated evidence that there is an active terrorist
cell in that area. But it is an area that we have clearly in our focus,
as do the Paraguayans, and the Argentines, and the Brazilians. So,
if confirmed, this is an area we will give tremendous attention. We
will work with the Paraguayan government to build its democratic
institution to deepen its roots so that the government can deliver
services and be trusted by the people.

Senator RUB10. Thank you.

Mr. Hardt, let me just ask you, | know we often overlook Guyana
in the panoply of Latin American nations, but on the economic
front it has resources that are a basis for growth and development.
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And I understand it has agricultural, aquacultural, eco-tourism,
mining, wood products, as well as possible oil reserves offshore that
could be as extensive as those that are found in Angola.

What would you do if confirmed to help track U.S. foreign invest-
ment to help develop these resources?

Mr. HArRDT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If confirmed, I would cer-
tainly look to continue the programs that we have ongoing in Guy-
ana already to foster economic growth and opportunity. The areas
you mentioned do have a lot of potential, but they also have a num-
ber of obstacles. And through USAID programs, we have been
working to try to identify new markets, develop institutions within
each of these sectors to strengthen their outreach to potential mar-
kets, and to create more opportunity for these sectors, certainly on
the oil and gas front, which is a potential game changer in many
ways for Guyana.

We are working through an energy governance capacity initiative
to build the government’s ability, should this oil prove to be as our
geological surveys anticipate that they would have the ability to
manage it, to regulate it, and to ensure that the oil goes to the de-
velopment of the country and the people of Guyana in a way that
will raise them out of their current level of poverty.

Senator MENENDEZ. We are closing our USAID mission—in Guy-
ana. And we have programs like PEPFAR that we are closely en-
gaged in there. Since you are in Barbados now, do you think that
the mission in Barbados can be as effective in monitoring the
progress and coordination of those programs that we have going
with USAID?

Mr. HARDT. Well, T know that the mission in Barbados can be
very effective. [ am pleased

Senator MENENDEZ. It was not a trick question

[Laughter.]

Senator MENENDEZ [continuing]. I am sure they are effective in
Barbados. The question is, Can they be as effective in operating
and overviewing what is going on in Guyana?

Mr. HarDT. Well, certainly I do not think it can ever be said that
you can be more effective than being on the ground. That is going
to be the most effective way to manage a program. But obviously
AID is making—is facing budget limitations, and in the context
they are seeking to reutilize some of their efforts. We have excel-
lent working relationships within the region. We are working re-
gionally on the PEPFAR program in the partnership framework.
We are working regionally on the Caribbean Basin and Security
Initiative. So, we have a pattern of working regionally, and I think
we can continue that. And, you know, [ look forward to engaging,
you know, with our Embassy in Bridgetown—when I am George-
town, if confirmed, and believe we can continue the good programs
that we have ongoing already.

Senator MENENDEZ. Senator Rubio.

Senator RUBI0. Thank you. And just to wrap up, Mr. Farrar, and
then I want to move to some other questions. First of all, I did not
thank you for your service to our country, a long career, and to
your family as well for doing that. And you and I have never met.
We have not spoken before on these issues, and [ look forward to
talking to you more about these in the future.
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I just want to leave on the record what my concerns are, not just
gpecifically about the nomination, but in general about the situa-
tion in Nicaragua. You have a government there that’s conducting
an all-out assault on the constitutional order and on the independ-
ence of government institutions. You have a—Daniel Ortega, who
is using his relationship with Hugo Chavez not just for personal
enrichment, but to create an alternative basically government in
terms of funding mechanisms, for many things that are happening.

You have a governmenl thal is openly supporling Moammar
Gadhatfi, openly supported Russia’s invasion of Georgia, and the
creation of states out of that invasion.

And in the face of that, we have to send someone to be the face
of the United States in Managua. And I think that should be some-
one who is going to be forceful. You are not going to Luxembourg.
It is not Lichtenstein. This is a place that is headed in the wrong
direction in a hurry, and America needs a forceful presence there.

And I have to be honest. We do not know each other well. [ have
only known about your record from what I have read in preparing
for this hearing today. But [ am concerned about some of the deci-
sions that you made at the Interest Section in Havana. We have
complaints—numerous complaints from dissidents and human
rights activists. We have instances of invitations to Castro regime
officials at the expense of others in civil society to be at certain
events. Same other decisions—you know, some of the things, talk-
ing about the Christmas tree and the Christmas stuff that was
taken down, the ticker. And these may be symbolic, but they were
certainly part of a forceful presence in the area.

And then to top it all off, we have State Department officials vis-
iting Havana, and instead of staying at the Interest Section, and
maybe there is a good reason why they did not stay there, they
stayed at the Hotel Nacional, which in addition to being an expro-
priated property, appears to me to be a security risk to stay in a
place like that in a country like that.

Suffice it to say that it is my opinion, just from the little I know,
and I could be dissuaded—I mean, that is what I want to hear
today—that the strategy that you adopted at the Interest Section
was not to offend or to try to avoid offending or being abrasive with
the Castro government because you felt perhaps it would give you
more space to function and carry out your mission.

Obviously you have the right to respond to that, and maybe you
view it very differently. But I am concerned about that because it
is not what I think I would like to see as the strategy in Managua.
And maybe there are distinctions, and maybe you will handle that
post differently. I would give you the opportunity te respond to
that. I do have questions for all four panelists as well. But if you
would like to respond to that.

Mr. FARRAR. Yes. Thank you, Senator I think I have a 30-year
record of service to the United States. My previous position before
going to Havana was as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor where I
worked with civil society around the world. While | was in the Bu-
reau there, we developed some of the very programs that we were
then able to take advantage of and use in Havana. I am talking
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about programs such as the Global Human Rights Defenders Fund,
which was created while [ was in the Bureau.

Civil society, human rights, is near and dear to my heart. It has
been part of my career for almost 30 years now. In Havana, we
have been trying to find the most effective ways to communicate,
to expand space for civil society.

The world changes, and we come up with new programs in order
to be able to connect. Some of those new programs are ones that
I described—the blogging classes, the computer classes, distrib-
uting free software. We still do some of the old methods as well.
In the first 8 months of this fiscal year, we distributed 21,000 cop-
ies of the El Nuevo Herald in Cuba. Some of the old methods work,
but we need to be innovative and creative in trying to work with
civil soclety, whether it is in Cuba or whether it is Nicaragua or
anywhere else around the world. And that is truly what I have
dedicated my time to. Thank you.

Senator RuBro. OK. I have the same question for all four panel-
ists.

We are facing, as you all well know, fiscal constraints and a
great debate going on in this city about what America should be
spending money on, particularly when it comes to foreign aid and
foreign programs. Have you given thought to one investment—if
you were prioritize and come up here in your new post a year from
now, 6 months from now, make a recommendation on one invest-
ment that you think would give us, for lack of a better term, the
most bang for our buck, in your particular assignments, have you
identified such a program? Have you given some thought to which
one program would give us the highest rate of return on our invest-
ment in each of your respective countries? It does not have to be
a specific program. [ mean, it could be area of expenditure. Where
should our focus be basically when we spend money on foreign aid
or other presences in the different countries? And, [ guess, Mr.
Hardt, we will hear from you.

Mr. HARDT. Certainly. Over the past few years I have been work-
ing in the Caribbean to implement the President’s Caribbean Basin
and Security Initiative. And I think that program is ideally suited
to the needs of the region. When we developed it, it was based on
listening to people in the region, hearing what their concerns and
priorities are, and trying to respond to that. And it combines a nice
mix of traditional support for capacity building among law enforce-
ment and military groups, but also efforts to look at the root causes
of crime in the region and to support at risk youth and educational
programs for young people. And I think this balance is clearly what
we need to be doing. We need to obviously go after the drug traf-
fickers and the criminals, but we also need to deal with the fertile
ground that creates them. And certainly I would hope that we
would be able to keep that program strong.

Mr. THESSIN. Senator, that is a very good question that I have
given a lot of thought to.

My procedure for doing—for looking at something like this would
be to talk to the country team and to talk more with Washington
about their experience on the programs because I am not as famil-
iar with them as they are.
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But I think, though, when you look at what Paraguay needs
right now, it is to help institutionalize its democracy. That is the
kind of programs that the President in Paraguay has asked for our
help. And that includes things like helping to fight corruption,
helping to train the police, helping to make the government deliver
its services more effectively to the people. And those are programs
that I think pay off because that may be the engine for starting a
country that 1s less corrupt, that has less corruption in it, that has
better government services, where the government is trusted,
where democracy takes deeper root. And I think that is very much
in our interests, and that is the first place that [ would look to try
to protect.

Mr. Farrar. Thank you, Senator. I would cite areas that I do not
think would actually cost any more money. The first would be look-
ing ahead to the run up to the election in November and beyond.
I think we should examine the mix of civil society programs for
Nicaragua to make sure, together with the Congress, that we have
the right mix moving forward, depending upon what the situation
1s on the ground there at that time.

The second I would mention would be in the area of counter-
narcotics, to look at the agencies that we are working with in Nica-
ragua, make sure we have the right ones there, but also to encour-
age Nicaragua to take advantage, to use the opportunity to train
officials at the International Law Enforcement Academy in El Sal-
vador. They have access to that. They are not using it. That is a
space that could be utilized. Thank you.

Ms. KUBISKE. Senator, you have asked a very fair question. 1
think the problems in Honduras interrelate. If you ask Hondurans
what is their top concern, it is insecurity and the culture of impu-
nity, and that is obviously an area that we need to focus on.

It you look from the narrowest, most hard-nosed United States
perspective, you can say that we need to support helping
Hondurans have opportunities in Honduras so that they do not, as
somebody has pointed out, have choices between joining a cartel
and drugs or going illegally or sometimes legally to the United
States.

I cannot tell you one area because I think the way to answer that
question is to see what kind of assistance cannot be provided from
another source. But I would be happy to talk with you later and
to talk with others and give you a much more specific, concrete ex-
ample if that would help you.

I do have a very strong view that to have a successful economy,
you need to have opportunities for poor people. And so, a big part
of what [ would like to see more of is support for the kinds of pro-
grams that provide job-related skills to Hondurans, or that connect
Hondurans to markets. Hopefully, those things would be win-win
for both of us.

But as I said, it is very hard to disentangle the citizen security
part from the economic part.

Senator MENENDEZ. Well, thank you all for your appearance and
your answers. Thank you for your service to our country, each and
every one of you, and for your willingness to serve. Senator Inhofe
has asked unanimous consent for a series of questions to be in-
cluded in the record. Without objection, they are so ordered.
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The record will remain open for 48 hours. During those 48 hours,
I can assure you that there will be a series of questions that will
come forward, and I would urge cach of you to answer as quickly
as possible since it will expedite the consideration of your nomina-
tion.

Senator MENENDEZ. With that, the committee is adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 3:16 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.]

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD

RESPONSES OF D. BRENT HARDT TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY
SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ

Question. In November, Guyana will host Presidential and parliamentary election.
The election board, however, has expressed concern that 49,000 voters have not
claimed the registration cards that allow them to cast ballots.

o What steps is the government taking to address this issue?

o What role will the United States and international community play in ensuring
that the elections are free and fair—both in the lead up to the election and on
election day?

Answer. Although the date for the 2011 national elections has not been set, they
are expected to be held between October and December. As of June 4, 46,687
registration cards were unclaimed according to the Public Relations Officer of the
Guyana Elections Commission (GECOM). The GECOM has a systematic plan to dis-
tribute the cards, which includes advertising the availability of the cards on the
radio and distributing lists of individuals who have unclaimed cards to all political
parties. GECOM will soon begin delivering unclaimed cards to residents in remote
areas of Guyana via a network of temporary field offices. The Government of Guy-
ana intends to invite observers from the Caribbean Community and the Organiza-
tion of American States to monitor the elections, but at this time, no formal invita-
tions have been extended.

The Embassy, through USAID, is the most visible international elections donor.
[t is working actively to ensure that the elections are free and fair through technical
assistance to GECOM, grants to civic organizations and NGOs to promote voter par-
ticipation and open dialogue, including a program addressing first time voters, and
a grant to facilitate the participation of disabled persons in the election.

Question. Closure of USAID mission in Guyana. Last fall, USAID announced
plans to close its AID mission in Guyana. USAID’s presence has allowed it to coordi-
nate PEPFAR programs in coordination with the Centers for Disease Control.
USAID has also been a key factor in coordinating our aid with donors like the Inter-
American Development Bank (IDB), the British Department for International Devel-
opment (DFID), the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA), and the
European Union.

o What kind of message do we send to Guyana and to the Caribbean region as
a whole when we withdraw coordination of much-needed programs in health
care and disease prevention?

o Will the mission in Barbados be as effective in monitoring the progress and co-
ordination of these programs?

Answer. In order to achieve its global sustainable development objectives, USAID
is consolidating resources in priority countries and sectors. As a cost-saving meas-
ure, USAID plans to manage its Guyana projects from its regional office in Bar-
bados. USAID has determined that it can manage and coordinate these activities
from Bridgetown and achieve cost savings.

USAID’s Office in Barbados is a regional platform that already manages an exten-
sive and robust HIV/AIDS program in the Caribbean and has a strong professional
staff. Despite the pending closure of our USAID office in Guyana, we have sought
to assure the Government and other health and civil society partners that USAID
will remain active in Guyana implementing our HIV/AIDS, CBSI, and economic
growth programs.
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REsPONSES OF JaMES H. THESSIN TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY
SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ

Question. Tri-border Region—I[nternational Terrorism: We don’t hear much about
Paraguay. It’s the size of California and has a population of 6% million people. It’s
tucked away between Bolivia, Argentina, and Brazil. We share in interest with
Paraguay in ensuring that this Tri-Border Area does not become a nesting ground
for narcotics or, even worse, terrorist activities. There continue to be reports linking
the tri-border region to international terrorist groups, such as Hamas and
Hezbollah. A 2009 RAND study examined how Hezbollah has benefited from film
piracy proceeds in the tri-border and the State Department terrorism report main-
tuins that the United States vemains concerned that Hezbolluh and Hamas sympa-
thizers are raising funds among the sizable Middle Eastern communities in the re-
gion. Hezbollah is also linked to two bombings in Argentina: the 1992 bombing of
the Israeli Embassy in Buenos Aires that killed 30 people and the 1994 bombing
of thle Argentine-Israeli Mutual Association (AMIA) in Buenos Aires that killed 85
people.

[s it your sense that Paraguay is committed to a strong hi-lateral velationship
with the United States and to contrvolling illicit activity in the triborder region? I[f
confirmed, what priority would you place on addressing the proliferation of illicit
activities in the region and in encowraging the 1'eg'iumh governments to seriously
address the panacea of criminal activity that is known to occur in this area?

Answer. If confirmed, [ will continue to make it « high priority of Embassy Asun-
eion to work to counter terrorism, violent extremism, and nareoties trafficking while
addressing illicit activity in the Tri-Border Area, including corruption, money laun-
dering. and piracy of intellectual property.

It is my sense that Paraguay is committed to a strong bi-lateral relationship and
to controlling illicit activity in the Tri-Border Area. I will work with the Government
of Paraguay to maintain this strong relationship and to continue to support Para-
guay’s efforts in this area, However, poverty, corruption, and the limited capacity
of Paraguay’s security services all challenge its law enforcement efforts.

This is where the United States has the potential to do much to help Paraguay
strengthen its democratic institutions, including through the continuation of our
efforts in the areas of counternareotics, money Il.’uur:duriﬁg, Iaw enforcement train-
ing, information-sharing, and counterterrorism. As Ambassador to Paraguay, [ will
work hard to do just that. T will also work with our country’s leading experts in
Washington and our Ambassadors to Brazil and Argentina on how the United
States can best coordinate its work with Brazil, Argentina, and Paraguay to control
illicit activities in the Tri-Border Area.

Question. Counternaveotics: Last week, Pavaguay captured a rvecord haul of 875
kilos or S131 million in cocaine, US. drug enforcement agents were reportedly
called in after workers at the private Phoenix river port grew suspicious about rice
from the Tri-Border region. What is the nature of our epunternavcoties cooperation
with Pavaguay and other countries in the region? Arve these countries sufficiently
trained and equipped to cope with those growing problem? To what extent is corrap-
tion, particularly by officials, an issue with vespect to the trafficking of nareoties?

Answer. The recent seizure of 875 kilograms of cocaine in a1 eontainer of rice at
a Paraguayan river port illustrates one of the biggest law enforcement challenges
facing Paraguay: the use of the country as a transit route for Andean cocaine
headed to Argentina, Brazil, Europe, and elsewhere. Paraguay is also a souree of
marijuana for neighboring countries.

Counternarcotics responsibilities are shared by Paraguay’s Anti-drug Secretariat
(SENAD) and the Paraguayan National Police (PNP). The leadership of both institu-
tions strongly supports law enforcement cooperation with the United Stutes and re-
gards illicit narcotics trafficking as one of the most serious threats facing Paraguny.
The recent cocaine seizure you mention took place as a result of the fine cooperation
that exists between U.S. and Paraguayan authorities.

Corruption is a significant factor hampering Paraguayan law enforcement, but
progress is being made. Both SENAD and the PNP receive financial and t}_[mrur.intml
support from the U8, Covernment. The LS. Drug Enforcement Administration
supports sensitive investigntive units (SIUs) in both SENAD and the PNP, and
those units have had several successes in recent months, including the 875 kilogram
seizure.

If confirmed, I would make it a high priority to support U.S. counternarcotics
efforts, including DEA’s efforts to counter illicit trafficking by land, air, and water
and to improve controls in Paraguay’s container ports.
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I appreciate your question regarding regional efforts to combat narcotics traf-
ficking. As with Paraguay. Brazil, and Argentina have cooperated effectively with
the United States on counter narcotics matters. All three countries have had sue-
cesses against navcotics trafficking; all three have policies and programs designed
to confront ufficial corruption. We believe that all three countries are committed to
advancing their ability to counter this serious problem.

RESPONSES OF JONATHAN FARRAR TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY
SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ

Question. In many Latin American countries, there seems to be a tendency toward
autoeraey and longevity in office. Different countries handle the temptation dif-
ferently. Mexico has one B-year term. They proclaim “Suffragio Efectiva—No
Reeleccion™ or Effective Suffrnge—No Reelection. It was adopted in their constitu-
tion as a result of 30 vears of dictatorial rule and a revolutionary struggle that last
over 10 years.

Many nations have held constitutional referendums or used other means to re-
move limits on Presidential terms—to extend it to two terms, in some cases three
terms. In the case of Venezuela under Chavez, term limits have been removed com-
pletely.

» What is your sense of this trend toward autocracy?

Answer. The region’s commitment to democratic development is widespread and
strong. This commiitment gives Latin Americans a special role in helping suppurt
other nations making the difficult transition to democracy today. As Secretary
Clinton has noted, “This hemisphere can do much more to guard against threats
and challenges to democracy closer to home. In some countries, insecurity and a lack
of oppurtunity vemain veal obstacles, [h others, democracy is being volled back
viather thin strengthened. Cuba remains a glaring exception to the democratic con-
vergence. That is something that all of us have to face up to and work toward deal-
ing with.” | share Secretary Clinton's commitment to protecting fundamental free-
doms and, i econfirmed, I will work to promote democracy and respect for human
rights in Niearagna.

lhe United States has expressed its concerns in Nicaragua regarding the
Supreme Court decision which cleared the way for President Ortega to run for re-
election. As Ambassador to Nicaragua, I would commit my efforts and those of the
Embassy to engaging with civil sotiety, which often serves as a bulwark against the
future undermining of democratic institutions.

Question. Since his reelection in 2006, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega has
methodically and shrewdly consolidated his political power by subverting his coun-
try’s democeratic institutions and his people’s basic human rights, including the free-
dom assembly. Now, in violation of t'ln-.- country’s constitution, he is pursaing a sec-
ond consecutive and third overall Presidential term in national elections this
November. His electoval machinations suggest he is taking no chances. He and his
Sandinista supporters ave thwurting peaceful demonstrations, silencing the business
community, taking over medin outlets, politicizing government offices, and expro-
priating public funds. In what is the second poorest country in the Western Hemi-
sphere, Ortega has clearly placed his own enrichment and empowerment above the
welfare of the Nicaraguan people.

I hope that you wﬁl agree that the deteriorating political situation in Nicaragua
is alarming and likely to worsen without greater international engagement. With
Nicaragua's opposition party fractured, civil society is the only meaningful check
against this inereasingly authoritarian Ovtega regime, and yet, civil society organi-
zations are operating with few resources and under constant threat from Sandinista
forces. Prodemocracy activists valiantly fighting to protect democracy need greater
U.S. support—both moral and financial.

s Can you assure the committee that you will be an ally and advocate for those
brave men and women defending human rights in Nicaragua, and in what ways
do you believe we can step up our support for civil suciety groups in Nicaragua?

Answer. I can assure the committee that I share its concerns about the erosion
of democratic institutions in Nicaragua. If confirmed, I will continue to be a pas-
sionate advocate for human rights and democracy und work with human rights de-
fenders. | will be outspoken about the importance of protecting fundamental free-
doms and demoeratic institutions, and urging greater vespect for human rights,
transparency. and separation of powers. I have worked closely with civil society in
Latin America during a career that spans three decades. Additionally, I will bring
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to bear my experience to ensure that our efforts are the most effective possible in
the environment which prevails in Nicaragua today.

[ will continue to advocate for the engagement of civil society at the logal and na-
tional level, a viable independent media, an informed citizenry, strengthened local
overnment, and effective political party participation. All of the programs that
urther these goals are erucial to building a sustainable democratie foundation in
Nicaragua (Lm‘F must be protected in the face of declining resource levels for LS.
assistance.

Question. Mr. Ortega is illegally seeking another Presidential term. What do you
believe U.S. policy should be toward his candidacy?

Answer. The LS. Government ex!\)rﬁued its concern in 2009 about the manne:
in which the Nicaragnan Supreme Court made its decision allowing the reelection
candidacy of President Ortega. The United States and others in the international
community are concerned that the upcoming elections be a valid expression of the
true will of the Nicarapuan people. We must speak up in defense of our democratic
principles and convey our concerns about threats to democratic institutions as they
avise. For that venson, the United States has pressed for the presence of credible
deomestic and international observers to enhance prospects that the elections will be
carried out in a free. fair, and fransparent manner and to provide effective witness
if they are not.

We must be prepared to discuss our concerns directly with the Nicuruguan Gov-
ernment, hoth n \anhingt{m and in Managua, in a coordinated manner. If con-
firmed. | would do so vigorously.

Question. Mr. Ortega is not only seeking reelection; he is also looking to secure
56 seats in the National Assembly—a supermajority that would allow him to rule
without any real checks on his power. Understanding that time is running out for
an effective domestic and international election observation initiatives, what ean the
U.S. Government and the international community do to persuade Mr. Ortega to im-
mediately aceept independent election observers?

Answer. The administration has said elearly that the manner in which the upeom-
g elections are held and observed will inevitably affect Nicaragun's relationship
with the international community. including the United States. Allowing credible
and timely domestic and international observation of the upcoming elections would
demonstrate whether they vepresent a valid expression of the will of the Nicaraguan
people nnd assuage concerns of the international community.

(uestion. I'he current Government in Nienragna, and the Government in Cuba,
where you served as chief of mission, are similar in many respects, ineluding their
stromy alliance with Hugo Chavez and their hostility townrd the United States. How
wnui:xr ou deseribe LS, policy toward Cuba, before and after you becoming chief
of the U.S. mission in Cuba?

Answer. 115, policy toward Cuba has consistently been to advance the nutional
interests of the United States by assisting the people of Cuba to freely determine
their own future. The policies and progeams that the Obama administration has put
in place aim to advance those vital objectives.

In January 2011, President Obama divected changes be made to regulations gov-
erning travel, nuufmnil‘&r remittances. wnd U.S, airports providing licenses to charter
flights between the United States and Cuba. These measures were tuken to support
civil society in Cuba, redunce the dependence of the Cuban people upon the state,
and enhance the free flow of information to, from, and within Culmn. President
Obama has stated that these steps, combined with the continuation of the embargo’s
controls over trade and investment with Cuba, are important steps in reaching the
widely shared goal of a Cuba that vespects the vights of all of its citizens. These
latest measures were undertaken to build upon the President’s April 2009 actions
to help reunite divided Cuban families, to facilitate greater communication between
:Ihe! United States and Cubn, and to inerease humanitarian flows to the people of

‘uba.

Question. Could you share with the committee the lessons you learned in Cuba
about how to deal with the Castros’ regime and how you would apply those lessons
to your post in Managua, it confirmed?

Answer. My experience over the past 3 years in Cuba has reaffirmed my convie-
tion developed over 30 years in the Foreign Service with regards to the essential
role which Lhe United States must play in supporting those who are helping to build
an independent c¢ivil society in the }:wa of severe government reprisals. 'P‘hir‘- includes
our suppert for pro-democracy activists, human rights defenders, independent
media, and other courageous men and women who peacefully demand preater re-
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spect for universal and basic rights such as freedom of association, expression, and
information. In Cuba, [ have been persistent and voeal in standing up for these
rights and those whe demand them, and creative in supporting them, while respond-
iy Lo Lhe evolving needs of those on the ground who are leadiog the Gghl Lo exer-
cise these fundamental freedoms.

The position of the United States on the release of political prisoners in Cubu has
been clear and consistent: all politieal prisoners should be rveleased and be able to
decide for themselves whether to remain in Cuba. In the ceremony | held at the
Interest Section pre:sentim;i the State Department Annual Human Rights Defenders
award to the Damas de Blanco, my remarks highlighted our common commitment
to see the day when there are no move political prisoners in Cuban jails for nothing
more than peacefully exercising their basic vights.

In addition to the Damas, whom [ nominated for the 2010 Human Rights De-
fender Award, 1 also proposed that the Department recognize Dr. Darsi Ferver in
2009 for that vear’s award, and Yoani Sanchez for the 2010 International Women
of Conrage Award. Sanchez won. while Dr. Ferrer was one of the three runners up.
| nominated these individuals becanse | felt that publicly recognizing the valor and
legitimaey of independent activism, regardless of the Cuban Government’s veaction,
is m‘itin::n]"r and an important element Tor promoting human vights and demaocracy,
particularly in countries which systematically violate human rights like Cuba.

Morveover, during my 3 years at the Intevest Section, | foeused on ensuring our
commitment to human rights and democracy at the Interest Section truly is
missionwide, and [ have not budged from our principled stance, both in Havana and
in Washington, even when those with whom we work have come under attack. Our
Foreign Seérvice officers huve been harassed by government-sponsored mobs and
media when carrying out their duties of observing peaceful protests. In close coordi-
nation between the Intervest Section and Washington, we have answered our erities
and resisted Cuba'’s pressure to curtail our outrench activities and human rights ob-
servation. Our Interest Section engages directly with civil society activists, including
members of Cuba’s political opposition, former political prisoners, human rights ae-
tivists, and broader civil society activists.

As noted in our most recent “Human Rights Report,” the United States has seri-
ous concerns with the deterioration of the respect for human rights and democratic
institutions in Niearagua, especially in the areas of freedom of assembly, freedom
of speech, and respect for independent media. Similar to what 1 did in Cuba, T will
work with friends and allies in the international community on the ground who
share our commitment to strengthening democratic institutions and be ready to
speak up in defense of our demoeratic principles and to convey our concerns, goth
directly to the Government of Nicaragua and more broadly, about any threats to
democratic institutions.

At the same time, we must sustain consistent efforts to help protect those who
may be persecuted for their peaceful dissent and to strengthen t}emucmtic institu-
tions in Nicaragua regardless of the outcome in November. If confirmed, I would
look torward to working with the committee and other Members of Congress in
adopting the appropriate policies for both the preelectoral peried and beyond in
ovder ta ensure that Nicaraguans don't follow the same lamentable fate as their
Cuban counterparts.

As | have noted elsewhere, the Interest Section vecently began Digital Video Con-
ferences to connect human rvights activists in Cuba with their U{ll}l’ltt‘flﬁl-‘ll‘tﬁ else-
where in the region. One of our first confevences linked Cuban human rights defend-
ers with their counterparts in Nicaragua. Helping to ¢reate such linkages is a vital
part of the mission of the Interest Section and of Embassy Managua, and one upon
which if confirmed 1 would seek to build in Managua.

Question. Do you believe that it is possible for US. policy to embolden rather than
discourage hostile actions by anti-American rvegimes? Could yon tell us what has
been achieved by a policy of “engagement” with Havana? Do you think a similar
policy of "not giving offense,” in other words of curtailing U.S. efforts found objec-
tionable by the regimes, to be the proper formula in dealing with Managua and
Havana?

Answer. The administration has consistently stood up for democratic principles in
our policy toward Cubn, and the activities of the Intevest Section have been in pur-
suanee of those principles. We have made it clear to Havana that this is our guiding
and nonnegotinble stance, and that we will not waver under any circumstance in
the defense of democratic principles.

Pregident Obama has made it clear that advances in bilateral relations are not
possible absent significant changes in Cuba. However, the United States has en-
gaped with Cuba in specific areas where it is in our national interest to do so. In
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2009, the United States resumed biannual talks with Cuba on migration to ensure
that migration from Cuba is conducted in a safe, legal, and orderly manner. Without
axception, | have brought USG representatives together with Cuba’s most promi-
nent and active human rights dt!}emiera, pro-democracy activists, and other dis-
sidents to learn from their experiences and to demonstrate to the international com-
munity that Cuba'’s civil society 18 an important interlocntor. We were unequivoeal
that we would not budge from these activities, even if it led to the cancellation of
the discussions. This is the type of work that I had the honor of divecting while in
the Bureau of Democracy. Human Rights, and Labor, and in which the United
States engages around the world. Cuba is no exception, and neither would be
Nicaragua

The hnired States has implemented a broad range of strategies to strengthen civil
society, including human rights defenders, pro-democracy activists, independent
journalists and others in Cuba and to defend those persecuted for their beliefs or
for peaceful protest. We have done so in the face of unvelenting Cuban harassment
and propaganda attacks, both in print and in television and radio, which have sin-
gled out private Cuban citizens seeking to exereise their individual freedoms, and
the [nterest Section and members of its staff for supporting them. The staff of the
Interest Section has been targeted espeecially when observing peaceful protests in
Havana, despite the fact that such observation is a practice fully in accordance with
diplomatic practice under the Vienna Conventions. In coordination with Wash-
ington, the State Department and the Interest Sectiont have pushed back vigorously
and directly with the Cuban Government against such abuses.

As Ambassador to Nicaragua, I would continue to stand up for the democratic
principles of the United States as I have done throughout my 30-year career in the
Foreign Service. Working with Washington, and in consultation with Congress, I
would endesvor w pul in place in Embassy Mausgua the most effeclive policies pos-
sible to advance US. national interests and strengthen democratic institutions in
Nicaragua. Working in coordinated within the administration, [ would address di-
rectly with the Nicaraguan Government, and move broadly with the international
community when appropriate, bilateral disagreements as they arise from our vital
engagement on these issues.

Question. What do you see as the primary mission for the U,S. Embassy in Nica-
ragua at this time? Is support for civil society actors part of that mission? If yes,
what is your specific plan to reach out to and support civil society? What Embussy
resourees will you dedieate to supporting civil society?

Answer. The primary mission for the 115, Embassy in Nicaragia is to promote
[1.S. national interests by assisting with Nicaragua's long-term development as a
demoeratie, prosperous, and stable partner for the United States. to the benefit of
the citizens of hoth countries. The mission is focusing its efforts on assisting Nica-
ragua in developing democratic governance, sustainable and broad-based ectnomic
growth, and law enforcement. A vibrant civil society is vital to these goals, which
T would seek to engage fully, if confirmed.

During my time in Havana, we have found creative means to support civil society
in Cuba. Given the inability of many Cuban activists to gain permission to travel
outsifle the country, the Interest Section uses Digital Video Conferences and other
technology to help them build relationships with their counterparts in the United
States and elsewhere in the hemisphere. Just recently we hosted digital video con-
ferences between human rights activists in Cuba and their counterparts in other
countries.

Unfortunately, most civil society groups in Nicaragua are woefully short of re-
sources, and many of the international donors on which those organizations rely
have pulled out of Nicaragua. We must endeavor to maintain active and creative
engagement with a beleaguered Nicaraguan civil society. Embassy Managua has
brought Nicaraguan journalists to the United States on International Visitors
Programs.

If canfirmed, 1 will be outspoken about the importance of protecting fundamental
freedoms, democratic institutions, and urging greater respect for human rights,
transparency, and separation of powers. | wih ving my experience from years of
work in the region to lead Embassy Munagua m its search for innovative means to
engage with civil society, and to continue efforts at the local level in Nicaraguu to
engage with the development of a new generation of leaders.

Question. Ave you concerned about efforts by the Government of Nicaragua to un-
deymine the integrity of the elections? Will you demand, as forcefully as possible,
the presence of intermational election observers preceding and during the forth-
coming elections? What Embassy resources will you commit to monitoring direct and
indirect efforts by the Government of Nicaragua to undermine the integrity of the
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elections? Will you work with other foreign embassies to observe the elections and
report em irregularities, including reporting to intermational media on any such
irregularities?

Answer. For elections to be truly democratic, they must be a valid expression of
the will of the people. For that reason, the United States has pressed for the Nica-
raguan Government to invite credible domestic and international election observers
to enhance prospects that the elections will be carried out in a free, fair, and trans-
pavent manner and to provide effective witness if they are not. If confirmed, [ would
commit the entire Embassy, in coordination with our international partners, to be
actively engaged in monitoring aud reporting on the November elections. Such moni-
toring and reporting must cover not just the election day and its aftermath but also
the critical period leading up to the actual voting. As always, I will be ready to
speak up in defense of our democratic principles and to convey our concerns, both
directly to the Government of Nicaragua and more broadly, about any threats to
democratic institutions.

Question. When President Carter visited Cuba he met with some dissidents. Did
you or your staff help with the list of invitees? Was Martha Beatriz Roque, the
former political prisoners and opposition leader invited? If not, why not?

Answer. My USINT team and 1 welcomed and briefed President Carter and his
staff during his March 2011 visit to Cuba. Per requests from President Carter's
team, we shared a list with them of Cuba’s most promivnent and effective civil soci-
ety lenders that included former political prisoner Martha Beatriz Rogue. President
Carter and his staff organized their two meetings with civil society entirely on their
own and without USINT participation, and they selected those they wished to meet.
No USINT official was present at the meetings. Consequently, I cannot verify
whether Ms. Roque received an invitation to attend, or attended, either of those
meetings.

Question. Soon after you became chief of mission in Havana, some dissidents
made it known that their access to the USINT became more limited? Was that your
decision? How frequently did you personally invite dissidents to the USINT?

Answer. My staff and I meet with Cuban civil society daily. individually and in
groups, both inside and outside the mission. In FY 2010, USINT officials held over
600 meetings with human rights activists alone, many of them at USINT. [n that
same period, Cubans made more than 13,000 visits to USINT’s Internet centers to
exercise their right to freedom of information.

I frequently host representatives from Cuba’s civil society in my home, as do other
officers in the mission. Members of Cuban civil society know that they can count
on our support for their efforts to expand civil liberties and disseminate accurate
information on activities in Cuba. Representatives of civil society, including many
dissidents, are nctive participants in the waripus distance learning and on-site
courses USINT offers, including training for independent journalists, librarians, and
bloggers.

Question. How many U.S. diplomats work at the U.S. Interest Section? How many
Cuban nationals work there? How are they hired? Does the Cuban Government play
a role in who works at the Interest Section? Does the Cuban Government receive
payment for those workers? How much? In your estimation are there any of those
workers Cuban intelligence officers? In addition to them, how many of the Cuban
workers working at the USINT are susceptible to pressure by the Cuban authorities
to gather information at the USINT?

Answer. The United States Interest Section (USINT) is limited by the Cuban Gov-
ernment to no more than 51 permanent U.S, Government employees, Similar to U.S.
missions around the world, USINT also employs local nationals, third-country na-
tionals and eligible fumily members (EFMs), Because of the limitation on permanent
.S, Government employees, USINT employs relatively more EFMs and third-coun-
try nationals than would other U.S. missions of similar size. USINT currently con-
tracts 297 local Cuban nationals, As is the case for all foreign missions operating
in Cubs, the Cuban Government Agency Palacio de Convenciones (PALCO) must ap-
prove any Cuban national USINT plans to hive. USINT pays a fee to PALCO for
every Cuban employee. We paid PALCO S988,867 in faes in gscul year 2010 for this
purpose. The strict security procedures followed by USINT take into full account the
Eperczllting environment in Cuba, including the process by which local nationals are

ired.

GQuestion. In both Cuba’s and Nicaragua’s case, did you meet with a broad spec-
trum of the Cuban American and Nicaraguan communities in the United States?
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Answer, Prior to my arvival at the U.S. Interest Section in July 2008, I was serv-
ing as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Bureau of Democ-
ey, Human Rights, and Labor (DRL). In that capacity, | personally met with a
broad spectrum of NGOs working to bolster human rights, democracy, and the free
flow of information to, from, and within Cuba. My meetings included representatives
of those NGOs who were grantees of DRL programs and these who worked with
[ISAID and its programs, many of whom were leaders from the Cuban American
community. 1 alse met with a broad spectrum of human rvights organizations, policy
foundations, and academies working on issues of human vights and demoeracy in
Cuba.

Because I am still in my post as the chief of mission of the U.S. Interest Section,
[ have not yet had the opportunity to undertake similar consultations with the com-
munity in the United States engaged on such issues regarding Nicaragua. If con-
firmed, I would lock forward to such consultations as a vital element in preparing
myself to be the next United States Ambassador to Nicaragua.

Question. One symbolic, nevertheless important efforts in previous years were the
Christmas decorations and the lights on the USINT building in Havana that stood
as a sig)n of hope in the mostly dark oceanfront of the city. Why were those lights
turn off? Were the Cuban authorities pleased with the blackout? Did you try to turn
the Christmas lights back on during your time there?

Answer. Throughout my assignment in Havana, the U.S. Interest Section has fea-
tured illuminated Christmas decorations on our grounds and at my residence. In-
deed, consistent with U.S. support for religious freedom, I expanded USINT’s holi-
day decorations to include lighted displays honoring Chanukah and Ramadan. All
of these displays remain clearly \risih]e at night from Havana's ceeanfront during
the appropriate holidays. Reactions, or potential reactions, from the Cuban authorn-
ties play no role whatsoever in these manifestations of the support of the United
States for religions freedom.

I take extremely seriously the promotion of international religious freedom and
strive to set a personal example. My wife and I have attended religious services at
75 Catholic parishes, churches, and chapels within the travel limits imposed upon
the personnel of the Interest Section by the Cuban authorities. [ also have attended
religious services at various churches at the invitation of five Protestant denomina-
tions as well as interfaith ecumenical services.

RESPONSES OF LisA KUBISKE 10O QUESTIONS SUBM I HY
SENATOR ROBERT MENENDEZ

Question, In many Latin American countries, there =eems to be a tendency toward
autoeracy and longevity in office, Different countries handle the temptation dif-
ferently. Mexico has one G-year term. They proclaim “Suffragio Efectivo—No
Reeleceion” or Effective Suffrage—No Reelection, It was adopted in their constitu-
tion as a vesult of 30 years of dietatorial rule and a vevolutionary struggle that last
over 10 years.

Many nations have held constitutional referendums or used other meuns to re-
move limits on Presidential teyrms—to extend it to two terms, in some cases three
terms. In the case of Venezuela under Chavez, term limits have been removed com-
pletely, What is your sense of this trend toward autocracy?

Answer, [ am committed to protecting fundamental freedoms and, if confirmed,
I would continue to work to promote freedom and demoeracy throughout the hemi-
sphere. In Honduras, the constitution limits the President to a single, d-year term.
The Honduran Congress has taken steps that would permit amendments to that re-
striction through a public consultation. Additionally, members of the Honduran
Resistance are advocating significant changes to the constitution. Ultimately, these
decisions rest with the Honduran people. From the U.S. Government perspective,
it is important that any reform process be transparent and consistent with Hon-
duran law, and that potential reforms adhere to democratic principles.

Question. In May 2010, a constituent of mine—dJdoe Dunsavage disappeared off the
coast of Honduras in his bont. Despite extensive search efforts neither he nor his
boat were recovered. His brother, wife, and kids, have been seeking a certificate of
presumptive death from the Department for more than a year to no avail. What as-
sistance can you provide to this grieving family? The Department has told the fam-
ily that they must file a request through the Honduran court system, which will
take at least another year to process. What reasonable steps can be taken to expe-
dite this process?
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Answer. Assisting American citizens overseas is a core ohjective of our foreign pol-
ey, At my June 8 hearing, [ committed to working with you to help this family.
| stand by this commitment to take a closer look to determine if theve is anything
more we could possibly do. If confirmed, | would review the correspondence on this
issue and consult with 1.8, and Honduran authorities to help this family obtain the
necessiry document as quickly as possible.

Question. Honduras still has one of the highest murder rates. Press reports have
the official 2010 homicide total pesged at 6,236 deaths. That would be a homicide
rate of 75.6 per 100,000 people. Honduras has also one of the highest rates of in-
equality in Latin America. With a Gini coefficient rate of 53.8 in 2008, it is not far
behind Haiti, which was at 59.2 before the earthquake. As we make inroads in the
fight against drugs in Mexico, Honduras is one of the countries of the northern tri-
angle in Central America that is assaulted by drug-trafficking organizations. How
deficient are the resources and institutional capacity of the government to counter
the well-established drug trade? What are the most important steps we can be tak-
ing to help the government fight the narcoties trade?

Do you Ifmlie‘m that we are presently investing sufficient resources through CARSI
to address the escalating citizen security and narcotics issues in Honduras?

Answer. Threats to citizen security in the region are a serious and growing prob-
lem, and the Honduran Government needs support in many areas.

The U.S. Government appropriately buttresses the efforts of the Government of
Honduras to fight transnational organized crime by strengthening the capubilities
of the police and rule of law institutions, while encouraging respect for human
rights. It also provides support to specific counternareotics operations. Additionally,
U.S. Government programs supplement Honduran efforts to address the root caunses
of crime, including the lack of economic opportunities, because it is impossible to
disentangle citizen security from economic development. The U.S. Government also
works with others in the international community to identify who else can provide
expertise and resources in support of these efforts. It is vital to the security of the
Honduran people and to the United States that we do all we can to continue to work
in these areas.

Question, Presently in Latin America the Millennium Challenger Corporation has
just one compact in El Salvador. The Honduras conipact closed at the end of last
year and the MCC board decided against a second Honduras compact because Hon-
duras did not meet the MCC’s controlled corruption indicators, based largely on the
political events in the country. Do you anticipate that the resolution on the political
¢risis and Zelaya’s return to Honduras will allow funding for a new compaet to pro-
ceed? Are you aware of any other reasons that MCC would now decline to consider
a new compact. for Honduras?

Answer. Honduras performed admirably in implementing its 5-year compact.
However, it did not meet the selection criteria for a second compact this year, hav-
ing received a score on the Control of Corruption indicator that fell just below the
median for its peers.

The Government of Honduras is working to address this concern, and the MCC
is assisting Honduras in monitoring its reforms to provide supplemental information
for the MCC Board to consider at its next meeting on country selection in December.
For our part, the US. Government is helping Honduras improve governance
through programs managed by several agencies, mcluding USAID and the Depare-
ments of the Treasury, Defense, und State. If confirmed, 1 would continue to support
this robust nssistance to Honduras, including efforts to improve vespect for human
rights, so that it might achieve its goul of qualifying for a second compact.

Question. The State Department recently released a report that lists those coun-
tries where U.S.-owned businesses have investment disputes and, in some cases, ex-
propriation claims against the host government. Honduras is on that list. If con-
firmed, what kind of priority will you devote to ensuring those claims are processed
and cleared?

Answer, Both at USTR and the Department of State, I huve been exposed to a
number of investment disputes, and I developed a deep respect for the enforcement
of treaty obligations in this nrea.

There are several outstanding investment disputes in Honduras involving Ames-
ican citizens, If confirmed, [ would make appropriate efforts to ensure the prompt
resolution of these cases. This is not only a question of basic faimess; if Honduras
wants to succeed in attracting foreign investment, it is imperative that it establish
a positive investment climate.
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RESPONSES OF JONATHAN FARRAR TO QUESTIONS SUBMITTED BY
SENATOR MARCO RUBIO

Question #1. A series of measures were taken during your time as chief of mission
in Havana—for example, taking down the news ticker that ran across the facade
of the U.S. Interest Section—that significantly shifted U.S. policy in the island.

e What was the reasoning behind the decision to end this creative method of

bringing uncensored information to the Cuban people?

e Were you asked for advice on this decision? If so, what was your advice?

Answer. U.S. policy remains focused on the need for demoeratie reforms and im-
proved human riphts eonditions in Cnha Theve hias heen no <hift in T7 S priorities
with regard to our efforts to increase the flow of uncensored information to, from,
and within the island in order to support the ability of the Cuban people to freely
determine their future.

The billboard was installed in January 2006 because of the Cuban Government’s
restrictions on the free flow of information. By summer 2009, it had become evident
that the electronic billboard had outlived its usefulness. The billboard suffered nu-
merous hreakdowns and required significant maintenance, and new and more effec-
tive outlets of information for Cuban citizens had emerged. The Cuban Government
placed numerous obstacles in front of USINT to impede the ability of Cubans to
read the billboard. As a result, when the billboard became only partly operational
in June 2009, the administration decided to focus its efforts to expand the free flow
of information for Cubans in other, more effective areas.

Since 2006, we have seen an increased flow of independent information to and
from Cuba as a result of USG training of independent journalists and the emergence
of bloggers in Cuba. Incrcased family travel to Cuba and the increased availability
of cell phones and other communications devices in Cuba has contributed to im-
proved access to information. The administration announced new measures on Cuba
on April 13, 2009, and again on January 14, 2010, including measures intended to
increase the free flow of information to Cuba.

Other, more effective methods of bringing uncensored information to the Cuban
people include more than 13,000 subscribed sessions at USINT’s two Internet cen-
ters; more than 30 courses and workshops offered to groups such as independent
journalists hosted by USINT; regular DVCs with off-island interlocutors; the dis-
tribution of CDs, DVDs, flash drives, laptops, and cameras, some loaded with free
(licensed) software, and the distribution of nearly 15,000 copies of the Nuevo Herald
and 16,000 copies of USINT’s news clippings in FY 2010 alone, We also distribute
thousands of books, magazines, and our own newsletters to independent libraries
and journalists throughout the island.

Question #2. Prior to your assignment to Havana, a symbolic, but nevertheless
meaningtul inifiative, had been the Christmas decorations that adorned the U.S.
Interest Section building in Havana and stood as a sign of hope in the mostly dark
oceanfront of the city.

o What policy considerations went into the decision to end this initiative?

» Did the State Department consider the potential reaction from Cuban authori-
ties?

o If so, has the United States received any indication of the reaction of the Cuban
authorities to the blackout?

Answer. Throughout my assignment in Havana, the U.S. Interest Section has fea-
tured illuminated Christmas decorations on our grounds and at my residence. In-
deed, consistent with U8, support for religious freedom, | expanded USINT’s holi-
day decorations to include Iigl::ted displays honoring Channukah and Ramadan. All
of these displays vemain clearly visible at night from Havana's oceanfront during
the appropriate holidays. Reactions, or potential reactions, from the Cuban authori-
ties play no role whatsoever in these manifestations of the support of the United
States for religious freedom.

I take extremely seriously the promotion of international religious freedom and
strive to set a personal example. My wife and I have attended religious services at
75 Catholic parishes, churches, and chapels within the tvavel limits imposed upon
the personnel of the Interest Section by the Cuban authorities, [ dlso have attended
religious services at various churches at the invitation of five Protestant denomina-
tions as well as interfaith ecumenical services,

Question #3, As far as the end of distribution of shortwave radios, was that the
result of a recommendation from the U.S. Interest Section, or an order from the
Department? What was your advice on that policy shift?
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Answer, USINT’s distribution pattern for material support to Cuban civil society
reflects a variety of factors, including available funding for precurement; our ability
to import materials; and a shifting technological environment, Perhaps more impor-
tantly, our material support for independent ¢ivil society is driven by the demands
of eivil society itself.

The number of shortwave radios distributed has decreased in recent years pri-
marily due to changes in technology, which have changed the way in which Cuban
society accesses and disseminates information on events on the island and abroad.
These days, shortwave radios are not as frequently vequested as in the past. As a
result, [ have focused on expanding the free flow of information for Cubans in other,
more effective and innovative ways. Instead, our contacts are making use of the
free, uncensored Internet aceess we provide through two Information Resource Cen-
teys to exercise their rights of information and expression, and to connect with
larger audiences in veal time and in two-way exchunges, Independent jowrnalists
and other key elements of civil society also appreciate our help in accessing the elec-
tronic tools of today’s joumalistic trande. We offer daily news clippings and copies
of the Nuevo Herald, and monthly CDs and DVIDs filled with software updates,
news, and other valuable information. We maintain Web sites and Facebook pages
in both English and Spanish on which we post daily updates on U.S. policy and
other initiatives. We also provide distance learning courses in Spanish which offer
illl{flfll'matil:l1 on technology, civil organization, English teaching, and communication
skills.

Question #4. During a September 2008 visit to Cuba by then-Acting Deputy
Assistant Secratary of State Bisa Willinms, the U.S. Interest Section in Havana
hosted a reception where officials from the Cuban regime were invited, but rep-
resentatives of independent eivil society were excluded.

» What role, if any, did you have in planning this event?
o How many other svents were held during your tenure in Havana that followed
this pattern of exclusion? What was their purpose?

Answer. During her Septamlwr 2009 visit to Cuba, Acting DAS Williams cohosted
with me a ruunthul)]e with independent civil society members that included some
of Cuba's best-known political dissidents, In addition, she and a USINT official vis-
ited blogger Yoani Sanchez’s home, where Ms. Williams held discussions with Ms.
Sanchez and other prominent Cuban bloggers. During the visit, USINT also hosted
a reception for 55 members of civil society, including many dissidents.

USINT has maintained a robust civil society outreach strategy during my fenure.
We are the only foreign mission in Havana that invites independent civil society
representatives, including political dissidents, to our national day celebration. Our
last Fourth of July official event, in 2010, included over 75 opposition activists, as
well as dozens of other vepresentatives from bronder independent civil society. Every
high-level State Department visitor to Cuba during my assignment has had the op-
portunity to meet with and seek the views of independent civil society members, in-
cluding dissidents, despite threats from Cuban Government officials to shut down
the visits. | frequently host these meetings, either at USINT or in my residence.

In addition, 1 have hosted numerons targeted events for other sectors of civil soci-
ety, such as for Cuba’s veligious and cultural communities. a Human Rights Day/
Nobel Peace Prize event, 1 Human Rights Week film festival, and charity events for
an independent NGO that helps children with cancer, to name n few examples. |
also hosted a reception honering the Damas de Blanco as the winners of the 2010
Human Rights Defenders Award, a luncheon honoring Yoani Sanchez as a 2010
International Woman of Courage, and a 2009 reception honoring Dr, Darsi Ferrer
as the winner of an honorable mention for the 2009 Human Rights Defenders
Award—all independent civil society members who were nominated by USINT dur-
ing my assignment in Havana.

Question #5. Information from surveys done by internationally recognized NGOs
inside Cuba show that more than three-in-four Cuban adults have expressed sup-
port for voting For fundamental political change if given the opportunity.

o As chief of mission, what was your assessment and advice to the State Depart-
ment regarding the relevancy of Cuban pro-democracy organizations in relation
to the views and priorities of the Cuban population?

s How did you arrive to these views?

» Would you provide to the committee copies of any and all communications you
had with the State Department on this topic?

e (iven your experiences in Cuby, do you agree that a post-Fidel Castro scenario,
i which Raul Castro and the eurrent leadership of the Cuban regime maintains
firm control of. is against LS. interests?
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Answeyr. The past 3 vears in Cuba has renffirmed my experience from 30 years
in the Foreign Service, including service during the prior administration as the
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights,
and Labor, of the vital role played by civil society in building the elements of a
democratic society. Pro-democracy groups and human rights activists arve the con-
seience of Cuba, and deserve our support and that of the international community.
[ have been outspoken about the important role these groups play and the need to
publically promote greater vespect for human rights and fundamental fresdoms. At
the Interest Section, we have worked closely to support the work of all elements of
Cuban civil society, mcluding pro-democracy groups, human rights activises, inde-
pendent journalists, and many others working to expand freedoms and increase the
tlow of information and reporting from Cuba. In domg so, we have built upon exist-
ing p‘!‘f)ﬁﬂ‘ﬂ.mﬁ and begun many new ones to reach out to additional audiences,
especially to the youth of Cuba.

As putlined in the response to question #7, the Interest Section in a very chal-
lenging environment has undertuken o variety of programs, such as Distance Lenrn-
ing courses, blogging courses, free software distribution, and many others to reach
out to new nudiences and serve long-time participants eager to learn new skills, At
the same time, we rebuilt from the ground up one of our two Internet Resource Cen-
ters and have earvied forward the Flovida International University training program
for independent jowrnalists which is held in our DVC facilities. We recently grad-
uated the 500th student from that successful program.

The President has stated clearly that major changes would be necessary in Cuba
for there to be a significant change in our bilateral relations. The continued denial
of the ability of the Cuban people to freely determine their own future clearly would
not meet that standard. The administration’s policies and programs aim to support
the aspirvations of the Cuban people to freely and democratically determine [.I?Iﬂil'
own future. As the chief of mission ot the Interest Section, the successful develop-
ment and implementation of the democracy programs at USINT has been and re-
mains my priovity,

Question #6. The Cuban Government requires Cubans to obtain an exit gm"mit.
in addition to a valid Cuban pussport and a foreign visa, before allowing Cubans
to travel abrond.

o Are there Cuban families who have been granted U, visas, stranded in
Havana awaiting the Cuban vegime exit permit?

e How many are they, how long have they been waiting?

Answer, Yes. We track this issue closely and raise it with the Cuban Government
(GOC) during the Migration Accords Talks held semiannually, The practice of deny-
ing exit permits denies these families the right to leave any country, including their
own, and generates additional workload for USINT hecause we must reissue fravel
documents to persons whose original documents expired due to denials.

Documented cuses of exit permit denials eomtinue to decline since FY 2009, where
USINT recorded 797 veported instances of exit permit denials. In FY 2010, USINT
documented 443 cases of exit permit denials. We expect the downward trend to
continie based on numbers so fav this fiseal year. In FY 20011 YTD, we have
documented 155 now cnses of exit permit denials to principal and derivative visa
applicants. At the same time in FY 2010, we had documented 259 cases of permit
denials. Thus in FY 2011 YTD, we have witnessed an almost 40 percent drop in
exit permit denials over the same time in FY 2010,

Question #7. Following the detention and subsequent sentencing by the Cuban re-
gime of a USAID subeontractor in Cuba, the administration has placed severe re-
strictions on LS. democracy programs.

o Have these restrictions improved the regime’s record on human rvights or in any
way encouraged it to directly engnge Cuba’s independent civil society and pro-
democracy organizations in a dialogue toward greater political freedoms?

Answer. The US. Interest Section has not vetreated from democracy programs
since the indefensible arvest and imprisonment of Mr. Alun Gross. On the contrary,
since December 2009, under hostile conditions the Interest Section has suceessfully
undertaken new initiatives and expanded our existing programs including the
following:

o After the refusal of the Cuban authorities to give exit permits to students cho-
sen for scholarships to study in the United L:%trltm. the Interest Section con-
structed and inaugurated a new Distance Learning Center to provide college-
level courses taught by US, professors in Spanish to students in Cuba.

» The Interest Section began new programs to teach courses in computing,
blogging, the English language and other subjects. After receiving clearance
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from Washington, the Interest Section also began distributing tree software
with monthly updates to assist Cubans to communicate with the outside world
and among themselves.

o After soliciting volunteers from other American embassies in the hemisphere,
the Interest Section recently began Digital Video Conferences to connect Cuban
human rights activists with their counterparts in other Spanish-speaking
countries.

s When one of our two Internet Resource Centers showed serious signs of deterio-
ration, we rebuilt it from the ground up into a new facility to house this vital
IrOETram.

» The Interest Section remains firmly committed to the Florida International Uni-
versity training program for independent journalists which is held in our DVC
fucilities. We recently graduated the 500th student from that successful pro-
gram,

Cuba’s human rights record remains poor, as evidenced in the Department’s most
recent “Human Rights Report.” Programs such as those described sthove are a vital
piart of our overall effort to assist the Cuban people to prepare for the day when
they can freely determine their own future.

Following the arrest of My, Gross and the completion of GAO audits which found
wenknesses in the awarding and oversight of Cuba grants and contracts in Wash-
ington, the administration strengthened its oversight and management of those pro-
grams in close consultation with Congress.

Question #8. Remittances and travel are among the most important sources of
hard currency for the regime.

» What would be the regime’s response to a suspension of U.S. remittances and
travel until this American citizen is allowed to return home, and every Cuban
with a U.S. visa is allowed to leave the country?

Answer. We have no way of predicting the response from the Cuban regime to
any number of varviables. It has shown fiomi its beginnings that maintaining power
is 1ts paramount priority, and that all other considerations, including actions taken
by the United States, are subordinate to this overriding objective.

We continue to call on the Cuban Government to immediately and unconditionally
release Alan Gross. We ave deeply concerned about his and his family’s well-being.
He should be reunited with his gzlmil_v to bring an end to their long ordeal.

We also eall on the Cuban Government. including during face-to-face meetings at
the Migration Talks, to vespect the vights of its citizens to k)u\'e any country, inelud-
ing their own.

Cuestion #9. The current governments in Nicaragua and Cuba are similar in
many respects, including their strong alliance with Hugoe Chavez and their hostility
toward the United States.

* How would your experience in Cuba inform your work in Nicaragua?

Answer. My experience of more 30 years in the Foreign Service, including my ten-
ure as the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Democracy,
Human Rights, and Labor, underlies my core Im'[)i't-_f in the critical role played by
civil society in expanding and defending democratic freedoms. My experience over
the past 3 years in Cuba only serves to veaffirm that belief, and the important role
which UL.S. programs ean play in building, strengthening, and defending civil soci-
ety. In developing such programs, we must be persistent and creative, and listen
to the needs ull those on the ground leading the fight to expand space for civil society
and to increase the free flow of uncensored information. As we have over the past
3 years, we must be ready at all times to defend our policies and programs, both
iin-country and in Washington, and to speak with one voice to our critics when we

0 s0.

I am as committed to engage the Nicaraguan civil society as I have been with
their Cuban counterparts during the last 3 years. If confirmed, I will be outspoken
about the importance of protecting fundamental freedoms. democratic institutions
and urging greater respect for human rights, transparency, and separation of

OWers.
P Unlike Cubans, Nicaraguans have been able to elect and openly support the can-
didates of their choice. The role of civil society in the 2011 elections and beyond will
be crucial in sustaining Nicaragua’s democratic institutions. The United States has
urged the Government of Nicaragua to facilitate international and domestic observa-
tion of the November elections, including during the registration and campaign pevi-
ods. In taking this stand, the United States is working with friends and allies in
the international community who share our commitment to freedom and democracy.
At the same time, we must take a longer view and sustain consistent policies and
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programs that will help to nurture and defend civil society in Nicaragua and
strengthen democratic institutions there regardless of the outcome in November, If
confirmed, T would work with the committee and other Members of Congress in
i&hapin 1 the appropriate policies and programs for both the preelections period and
reyond.

Question #10. In Nicaragua, President Ortega continues to aggressively under-

mine fragile Nicaraguan institutions to extend his grip on power.

* What is the administration’s strategy to persunde Nicaraguan officials to re-
spect the constitutional order and the independence of government institutions
in Nijcaragua?

o What is your assessment of civil society groups within Nicaragua?

o If confirmed, what specific measures would you tike to actively work with civil
society organizations in Nicaragua to foster respect for independent, democratic
institutions?

Answer. The administration is concerned about the apparent erosion of democratic
institutions in Niecaragua and is working with other denors to coordinate inter-
national support for evedible domestic and international observers to monitor the
preparations for and conduct of the November elections. We arve strong supporters
of mdependent medin and civil society, including human rights organizations, and
through IS, assistance we support technical assistance and training for emerging
demoeratic leaders nnd citizen groups in order to bolster civil society engagement,
and improve local governunce. ‘E_T_S_ assistance also strenpgthens the .-;tpuhiTir.ie'a of
the media to professionally and aceurately report about Nienvagua's deteriorating
human rights and demoeraey climate.

During my time in Havana, we have found ereative means to support civil society
in Cuba. Given the inability of many Cuban activists to gain permission to travel
outside the country, the Interest Section uses Digital Video Conferences and othey
technology to help them build relationships with their counterparts in the United
States and elsewhere in the hemisphere. .Il)usr, recently we hosted digital video con-
ferences between human rights activists in Cuba and their counterparts in other
countries.

» Unfortunately, most civil society groups in Nicaragua are woefully short of re-
sourees, and many of the international donors vn which those organizations rely
have pulled out of Nicaragna. We must endeavor to maintain active and cre-
ative engagement with Nicaraguan civil society. Embassy Managua has brought
Nicaraguan journalists to the United States on International Visitors Programs.
IT confirmed, T will be oulspoken about the importanee of profecting fanda-
mental freedoms, demoeratic institutions, and urging greater respect for human
rights, transparency, and separation of powers. | will bring my experience from
Havana to lead Embassy Managua in its senrch for innovative means to engage
with civil society, and to continue programs at the local level in Nicavagua to
engage with the development of o new generation of leaders.

RESPONSES OF [1SA oJ. KURISKE TO QUESTIONS SURMITTED RY
SENATOR JAMES M. INHOFE

I have written a letter to Honduran President Lobo Sosa and to Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation (MCC) CEO Yohannes on behalf of CEMAR, a cement company
owned by American citizen Oscar Cerna that was illegully expropriated by the Hon-
duran Government in 2004. I share a deep concern for the actions taken by the Hon-
duran Government during the Madure Presidency. and perpetuated by subsequent
Honduran Governments regarding CEMAR and its legitimate claim to seek com-
pensation for this expropriation. To date. therve has been no substantive progress to
compensate CEMAR’s owner for this illegal taking.

[ have urged the Honduran Government and our State Department to take action
to ensure that this elnim is satisfied. [ am eonvineed that if our Ambassador to Hon-
duras addresses this claim with the Honduran Government and makes it one of her
highest priorities, Honduran officials will settle this claim.

Question. Should you be confirmed by the Senate, will you make the settlement
of this elaim one of your highest priovities?

Answer. I view the protection of U.S. investments as a core funetion of the job.
If I were confirmed as U.S. Ambassador to Honduras, resolution of investment dis-
putes would be one of my highest priorities.

Although the U.S. Government does not take a position on the merits of invest-
ment disputes, I would be happy to meet with Mr. Cerna upon his request. If con-
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firmed, I would monitor this case closely and encourage the Honduran Government
and Mr. Cerna to resolve their dispute.

Question. Should you be confirmed, will yon pledge that within 60 days of your
arrival at post you will notify President Lobo .kh.%u and his advisors that 1, as a
Member of both the Senate Foreign Relations and Avmed Services Committees, will
ke it a priovity to prevent MOC funding and other types of funding to Honduras,
unless his government reaches a settlement of the CEMAR claim?

Answer. If confirmed, I would convey your message to President Lobo.
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