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NOMINATION OF NANCY J. POWELL

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7,2A12 (p.rn.\

U.S, SnNarn,
Cotr,iivtnton oN FOREIcN RoLatIous,

Washington, DC.

Hon. Nancy J. Powell, of lowa, to be Ambassador to India

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 2:33 p.m., in room
SD-419, Dirksen Senate Of{ice Building, Hon. John F. Kerry
(chairman of the committee) presiding.

Present: Senators Kerry, Menendez, Webb, Udall, and Lugar.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON..IOHNF. KERRY,
U.S. SENATOR FROM MASSACHUSETTS

The Cnernuex. The hearing will come to order.
It is my great, great pleasure, together with Senator Lugar, to

welcome Nancy J. Powell, who has been nominated to be Ambas-
sador to India.

And before we start talking about India, I want to say a few
words, if I can, at the top of this hearing about Egypt. Egypt is
much on the minds of all of my colleagues right now, and the
recent eyents in Egypt are particularly alarming.

The attacks against civil society in Egypt, including American
organizations like NDI, IRI, the International Center for. Journal-
ists, and Freedom House, are particularly disturbing. Yesterday's
prosecutions are, frankly, a slap in the face to Americans who have
supported Egypt for decades and to Egyptian individuals and
NGOs who have put their futures on the line for a more democratic
Egvpt.

Right now, it appears some people are engaging in a very dan-
gerous game that risks damaging both Egypt's democratic pros-
pects and the United States-Egyptian bilateral relationship. I have
traveled to Egypt three times now since the events of last year-
the revolution. And it is of particular concern to see things moving
in this direction.

The challenge in front of Egypt is predominantly an economic
challenge. Egypt has burned through much of its reserves-Treas-
ury reserves. From some $40 billion, $42 billion, they have gone
dorvn to less than $20 billion, burning perhaps $1 billion to $1.5
billion a month.

In order for Egypt to make it, to provide for its citizens, Egypt
is going to have to turn its economy around. And to turn its econ-
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omy around, it is going to have to reattract the investors, the
businesspeople who helped to create an economy that was growing
at 7 percent a year before the events ofTahrir Square.

Now that economy is moribund. A tourist trade which equaled
about 8 percent or more of the gross domestic product is at a stand-
still. When I was in Egypt, the hotel occupancies were at about 3
nercenf 5 ncrccnf mavhc I I nerecnf. ôn ônp nf f.he frins-r-..----7__r---'-.-

Clearly, without the ability to revitalize tourism, it is going to be
difficult to revitalize the economy. And without a revitaìized econ-
omy, it is going to be diffìcult to sustain any kind of political lead-
ership.

And unless people get a message of stabilitv and a message that
is warm and welcoming to business and to capital, it is going to be
very hard to turn that economy around and provide the stability
necessary. This is a revolving circle, and it needs to be a virtuous
circle.

Egypt faces an array o{ critical challenges: a pending fiscal crisis,
a worsening security environment, a difficult political transition. So
I believe it is important that the Egyptian Government recognize
that it just can't continue to undermine civil society and persecute
the very talent that is seeking to bring Eeypt security and
prosperity.

America stands as a ready and willing partner to support Egypt's
democratic transition and economic stabilization, but it requires an
atmosphere in which Egypt's civil society and its American friends
are protected. So I hope that this current crisis or challenge, stand-
off, what everyone wants to term it, can be resolved in a thoughtful
and intelligent way, or it may become very difficult to be able to
do the kinds ofthings necessary.

And Egypt, obviously, is important. It is a quarter of the Arab
world. It is important to the stability of the region, and it is impor-
tant to a peace process ultimately with respect to Israel and the
Palestinians.

And with all the other turmoil in Syria and other parts of the
world, the challenge of Iran, the last thing one needs is an Egypt
that isn't moving strongly and directly and forthrightly on the path
to democratic transition and to a strengthening of its economy.

Now turning to India, we are really pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to discuss what is, without doubt, one of the most significant
partnerships in U.S. foreign policy. There are f'ew relationships
that will be as vital in the 21st century as our growing ties with
India and its people.

On all of the most critical global challenges that we face, India
really has a central role to play, and that means that Washington
is going to be looking to New Delhi not only for cooperation, but
increasingly for innovation, for regional leadership.

India's growing significance has been clear tc¡ many of us for
some time now. In the 1990s, I traveled to India, took one of the

first put in place, and I have been there many times since.
And President Obama, immediately upon entering office, invited

Prime Minister Singh to be his guest at the very first state dinner.
Secretary Clinton has visited India twice. And both countries inau-
gurated the U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue 2 years ago.
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Republicans and Democrats alike understand the need to cap-
italize on the democratic values and strategic interests that our
two countries share. And that is why it is important that we work
together every day, as I believe we are right now, to further cul-
tivate the relationship.

Given the significance of that relationship, we are particularly
pleased that President Obama has nominated Nancy Powell to rep-
resent us in New Delhi. Nancy is a former Ambassador to both
Nepal and Pakistan, and she has served tours of duty in both India
and Bangladesh, making her one of the foremost South Asia
experts in the Foreign Service. She is one ofour best, and it is only
appropriate that she be tasked with one of the State Department's
most important postings.

I think Ambassador Powell would agree with me that United
States and India interests and values are converging today, as peì:-
haps never before. And consequently, America is an interested
stakeholder in India's increasing ascent to greater economic and
greater global power and participation.

India's economy is projected to be the world's thirdlargest in the
near future, and total trade between our countries reached $73 bil-
lion in 2010 and could exceed $100 billion this year.

On defense, our security cooperation has grown so dramatically
that India now conducts more military exercises with the United
States than any other country.

Education is fast becoming one of the strongest links between
our nations, and I look forward to building on the progress that we
made at the higher education summit last fall. Whether it is help-
ing India to build a network of community colleges that could revo-
lutionize access to education or whether it is creating educational
opportunities via the Internet, we can give millions of people a
greater set ofchoices and opportunities for the future.

As our economies and education systems grow more inter-
twined-and I am convinced they will-our peoples will have
greater opportunity to work together on technological break-
throughs. Already, India is playing a leading role in clean energy
innovation. A report released last week found that India saw a 52-
percent growth in clean energ'y investment in 2011, a rate higher
than any other signifrcant global economy.

With leadership from companies like Suzlon and Reliance Solar,
India has the world's fourthlargest installed wind capacity and in-
credible solar enerry potential. That is why I strongly support the
2009 U.S.-India Memorandum of Understanding on Energy and
Climate Change signed by President Obama and Prime Minister
Singh, which is being implemented through initiatives like the
Partnership to Advance Clean Energy.

It is clear that India's strategic role is also growing. We all agree
that the dynamism of the Asia-Pacific region requires India's
sustained pïesence and engagement, whether to combat nuclear
proliferation, to promote economic stability in Afghanistan, or to
encourage human rights in Burma and Sri Lanka.

India enjoys strong cultural, historical, people-to-people, and eco-
nomic links to East Asia, and I frequently hear that its eastward
neighbors see real merit in India's contributions to regional peace
and prosperity. In the coming years, I hope our two countries can



38

deepen our cooperation throughout Asia not based on any common
threats, but on the bedrock of shared interests and values.

One area that is showing signs of promise, especially on economic
cooperation, is the India-Pakistan relationship. I am encouraged
that Pakistan granted India most-favored-nation status and that
the two nat ons are continuing their dialogue on a host of issues.
And I hope both countries can seize this moment to break with the
perilous and somewhat stereotyped politics of the past.

There is no douht that even as Inclia moves forward and even as
we celebrate the pluses that I just enumerated, it is clear that
India will also have to continue addressing its own complex domes-
tìc challcnqes inclrrdinø the chaììenop of hrrildino ifq nrr¡n infrq-_--ð-"t

structure, of dealing with booming energy demand, of dealing with
some restrictive trade and investment practices, and also the prob-
lem, which is not just India's, but a global problem of human
trafficking.

Morêover, there are some 500 to 600 million people living in pov-
erty. But clearly, India is moving rapidly, throuþh its own èconomic
development, to address that, and I am confident that that will
continue to change.

So we can be real partners in this effort, and we can do so in
ways that empower all classes of Indian society. And Indians, I
hope, will feel that a partnership with the United States delivers
real, tangible benefits to their everyday lives.

So, Ambassador Powell, we thank you and your familv for vour
service, and we look forward to the Senate moving your confirma-
tion as quickly as possible.

Senator Lugar.
May I just say that we have a Finance Committee markup this

afternoon on the transportation bill. So I am going to have to turn
the gavel over to Senator Udall shortly in order to be at that, and
I appreciate Ambassador Powell's understanding of that.

Senator Lugar.

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. RICHARD G. LUGAR,
U.S. SENATOR Í'ROM INDIANA

Senator Luc¿n. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Let me just take the liberty of joining you in the concern you

cxprcsscd about cvcnts in Egypt. I was startled, I should say
shocked, by the arrest and detainment of those Americans involved
in attempting to work with citizens of Egypt to promote democracy.

I think each one of us over the years who have been involved in
delegations going to other countries to monitor elections or to assist
citizens with the National Democratic Institute, the International
Republican Institute, and various other groups, know how much we
cared about those countries and the follow-through that we have
exempli{ied.

It is especially important, as the chairman has pointed out, that
given the status of the Egyptian economy and those in the countr.y-
side, far away from Tahrir Square, who lack adequate fbod sup-
plies, that the United States is generous and eager to be helpful.
But we are facing certainly comments from our colleagues who are
wondering how we can consider providing $1.5 billion in assistance
to Egypt given both this new development and, more broadly, the
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defrcit situation we have in our own country. I am hopeful that the
Egyptians will reconsider their position and that this matter will
be resolved promptly.

In any event, I join the chairman in welcoming Ambassador Pow-
ell back to the Foreign Relations Committee. This hearing presents
us with an opportunity not only to evaluate the distinguished
nominee, but also to examine the current state of our evolving ties
with India.

I start from the premise that enhancing our relationship with
India is a strategic and economic imperative. India is poised to be
an anchor of stability in Asia and a center of economic growth far
into the future.

It has a well-educated middle class larger than the size of the
entire U.S. . 

population. It ìs -already the world's second-fastest-
growing major economy, and bilateral trade with the United States
has more than tripled during the past 10 years.

The United States and India are working to build a strategic
partnership that will benefit both sides, and we have ongoing
cooperation with India on many fronts. This includes efiorts to
ensure security in South Asia. India and the United States have
strong incentives to cooperate on counterterrorism in the region
and beyond. We also share concerns about the stability of Afghani-
stan and Pakistan and the growing military capabilities of China.

Energy cooperation between the United States and India also
should be at the top of our bilateral agenda. India's energy needs
are expected to double by 2025. The United States has an interest
in expanding energ"y cooperation with India to develop new tech-
nologies, cushion supply disruptions, address environmental prob-
lems, and diversify global energ'y supplies.

The United States own energy problems will be exacerbated if we
do not forge energy partnerships with India and other nations ex-
periencing rapid economic growth. In 2008 the United States con-
cluded the civil nuclear cooperation agreement with India. The leg-
islation lifted a three-decade American moratorium on nuclear
trade with India and opened the door for trade in a wide range of
other high-technology items, such as supercomputers and fiber
optics.

This agreement remains important to the broad strategic ad-
vancement of the United States-Indian relationship. But in the
narrower context of nuclear trade with India, it has yet to bear sig-
nificant fruit. In large measure, this stems from the Indian Par-
liament's adoption of the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage biìl.
?his legislation effectively rules out Indian accession to the Con-
vention on Supplementary Compensation for Nuclear Damage, the
CSC, and could frustrate the United States nuclear industry's
efforts to play a role in India's expanding nuclear power sector.

The bill's plain terms are fundamentally inconsistent with the
liability regime that the international community is seeking to
achieve in the CSC. To date, this administration has made very
little progress on the CSC with India, and I am hopeful that you
will address the Obama administration's strategy fbr advancing
United States-Indian nuclear cooperation.

What high-level exchanges have occurred between our govern-
ments regarding the status of ìiability protections for United States
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nu€lear exporters to India? More broadly, what is the current state
of our energ"y dialogue with New Delhi?

I would also appreciate the Ambassador's views on ongoing secu-
rity cooperation efforts in South Asia. In light of the Obama admin-
istration's intent to reduce U.S. forces in Afghanistan and our
complex relationship with Pakistan, what opportunities exist for
United States-Indian initiatives designed to combat terrorism?

I look for"vard to hearing Ambassador Powell's thoughts about
how to address these and other important issues in the United
States-India relationship. I thank the chair.

The Cnernuax. Thanks very much, Senator Lugar. Appreciate it.
Ambassad-or Powell, r,ve welcome you-r testimony. Ancl I don't

know if you want to introduce any family members or anybody who
may be here with you, but we welcome that also.

STATEMENT OF HON. NANCY eI. POWELL, OF IOWA
TO BE AMBASSADOR TO INDIA

Ambassador Pownll. Mr. Chairman, Senator Lugar, I am hon-
ored to appear today as President Obama's nominee to be the
Ambassador of the United States to the Republic of India, and I am
gratefuì for the President and Secretary Clinton's trust and
confidence.

I would like to thank the committee for giving me the oppor-
tunity to appear again before you. If confirmed, I look forward to
working closely with you to advance our strategic partnership with
India.

I would like to say a special thank you to my State Ðepartment
family members who are here today with me and for their support
and advice during my preparations for the hearing.

I have had the pleasure of serving in India previously from 1992
through 1995 as the Consul General in Kolkata and Minister Coun-
selor for Poìitical Affairs in New Delhi. I thoroughly enjoyed my
time in India, where I had the opportunity to observe the begin-
nings of India's dramatic economic transformation and to partici-
pate in the early efforts to expand our bilateral relations.

Today, I see an India that has catapulted itself onto the global
stage. India is becoming an economic powerhouse, having averaged
7 percent annual economic growth over the last decade, lifting tens
of millions of itn citizcns out of povcrty.

India will also be a leading security partner of the United States
in the 21st century. The number and kinds of interactions between
our two countries at all levels is staggering in its breadth and
depth. At its heart are the people-to-people links-students, busi-
nesses? and tourists, along with the S-million-strong Indian-Amer-
ican community.

At the government-to-government level, our relations are firmly
grounded in a set of shared democratic values and an increasingly
shared strategic visian of both the opportunities that can promote
those valucs, as well as the threats that can undermine them.

If confirmed, I will be working with an interagency team at the
Embassy in New Delhi and our four consulates to advance a grow-
ing agenda that includes issues that are most vital to our national
security and prosperity. Among our top priorities will be the
following.
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Bolstering trade and investment. We have made unprecedented
progress in expanding our economic relations with India. Our bilat-
eral goods and services trade will top over $100 billion ín 2012.
This represents an astounding quadrupling of trade since 2000,
moving India up from our 2Sthlargest trading partner to our 12th.

I look forward to working with the interagency team and with
our Indian counterparts to reduce barriers, including through the
negotiation of a bilateral investment treaty, and to expand the
areas where we do business. I am eager to support efforts to ensure
full implementation of the civil nuclear cooperation agreement,
including ensuring a level playing fieltl for American companies in
the commercial applications of nuclear energy.

The U.S. mission in India actively seeks opportunities to keep
and create jobs in America. In response to the President's National
Export Initiative, the U.S. mission promotes the export of U.S.
products, services, and technologies supporting tens of thousands of
jobs in the United States. India, with its population af I.2 billion
and its large consumer economy, represents a huge fast-growing
market for U.S. manufactured goods.

Our exports are growing at nearly 17 percent a yeat. At this
rate, exports from the United States to India are expected to nearly
double in 5 years.

Another priority is our defense cooperation, which currently is at
an all-time high. U.S. defense sales to India reached nearly $8 bil-
lion last year, and India holds more military exercises with the
United States than with any other country.

As stated in the National Security Strategy, we see India as a
net security provider in the Indo-Pacifìc region. As India continues
to modernize its armed fbrces, there are additional opportunities
for us to expand our cooperation across all the services and at all
levels. I appreciate the Congress' support for expanding defense
ties and note the report delivered to Congress in November on
potential defense cooperation with India.

We will also work to enhance our cooperation in international
and multilateral fora. Reflecting its growing importance, India is
an increasingly active member of key international bodies, includ-
ing its current tenure on the United Nations Security Council, its
inclusion in the G20, the East Asia summit, the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation, and the World Trade Organi
zation.

In December, we held the first-ever trilateral consultations with
Japan, India, and the United States. Encouraging India's leader-
ship in cooperation across the Asia-Pacific will be a top priority.

If confirmed, I look forward to expanding our consultations and
collaboration, narrowing our difl'erences on key multilateral issues,
and working with the Government of India to advance inter-
national peace and security through common understandings and
approaches to strengthening these bodies and the international
community's ability to address the threats that face our world.

Another priority will be encouraging India's role in supporting
peace and stability in the Indian Ocean region. India and the
United States share a common interest in supporting continued
effbrts to establish a peaceful, prosperous, and democratic Indian
Ocean region.
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Taking a cue from history, the new silk road vision foresees a
network of economic, transit, trade, and people-to-people connec-
tions across South and Central Asia. India supports this vision and
is a significant donor in Afghanistan and has taken steps to facili-
tate better trade with Pakistan.

I look forward to increasing cooperation on counterterrorism and
global threats. Terrorist groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba pose a critical
threat not only to our partners like India, but also to United States
strategic objectives in the region.

If confirmed, I will work to expand the current level of consulta-
tion and coordination on key counterterrorism exchanges, as well
as to advance our efforts to expand cooperation in the areas of non-
prolil'eration and nuclear security. As national intelligence officer
for South Asia, these were issues that I dealt with firsthand.

If confirmed, I will also continue United States engagement with
Indians to advance human rights and freedoms that are constitu-
tionally protected in both our countries and to work to encourage
democratic institutions in countries like Afghanistan.

If confirmed, I look forward to participating in and advancing the
U.S.-India Strategic Dialogue, as well as the substantive exchanges
on more than 20 distinct policy al'eas, incìucling education, agricul-
ture, energy, and development. I hope we can use this framework
to address issues of mutual concern and to enhance collaboration
to achieve concrete results that create additional opportunities for
our two peoples and that eliminate threats to our two democracies.

I take seriously my role as chief of mission in the management
of our Government resources-the people, infrastructure, and pro-
grams that are committed to this relationship-and will work to
ensure that they are protected and used creatively to enhance U.S.
interests.

If confirmed, I will devote my energies and experience to enlarg-
ing and expanding our relations with India. I believe we can con-
tinue to convert our vision for a future of peace and prosperity
based on our mutual democratic values into a reality through
expanded exchange, dialogue, and engagement at all levels of soci-
ety and government.

Thank you very much.
[The prepared statement of'Ambassador Powell follows:]

PREPARED Sr¡T nupl.{r oF HoN. NANcy J. Pow¿l,l-

lVlr. Chairman, menrbers of the committee, I am honored to appear todav as Presi-
derrt Obanra's nominee to be the Ambassadol of the United SÈátes to thê lbpublic
of Indiu and am $'ateful for the President's and Secretarv Clinton's trust anil con-
fidence iu me. I lvould like to thank the conlmittee for sivine me the onnortunitv
to appear before this esteemed body today. If confirmed,"I lool fol.ward ddnvorkinþ
closely ivith you to advance our strategic paltnership rvith India.

I have had the pleasure of servin¡¡ in India previously fronr 1992 thlough I995
as Consul General in Kolkata and Minister-Counselor for Political Affairs in New
Delhi. I thoroughly enjoyed my tour in India whele I had the oppor.tunirv to observe
the heginnings of India's <Iramatic economic transfornlation and 1o partiCipate in ihe
early efforts to expand our bilateral relations. Toclay I see an lrrdiá that has revolrr-
tlonlzerl rtself onto the global stage. lrrdra rs heconrrng an economtc powerhouse, hav-
ing averaged 7 percent annual economic gl'owth over the last decade, lifting tens of
millions of its citizens out of poverty. India will also be a leading security partner
of lhe United States in the 21st centutry. ?he number and kinds óf interaðti-ons be-
tween our two countries at all levels is staggering in its breadth and depth. At its
heart are the people-to-people links*students. businesses, and tourists ãlong rvith
the 3 million stlong lndiau-Anrerican comnrunity. At the government-to-gover'ñnrent
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level, our ¡elations are fìrmly grounded in a set of shared democratic values and
an increasingly shared strategic vision oF both the opportunities that can prômote
then as well as the threats that can undermine them-

If confirmed, I will be working with an interagency team at our Embassy in New
Delhi and the four consulates to advance a growing agenda lhat includes issues that
that are most vital to our nalional security and prosperity. Among our top priorities
will be the following:

. Bolstering trade and investment: We have made unprecedented progress in ex-
panding our economic relations with India. Our bilateral goods and services
trade will top $100 billion in 2012. This represents an astounding quadruplir-rg
of trade since 2000, moving India up Êrom our 25th largest trading partner to
our 12th. I look forward to working lvilh a wide interagency team and with our
Indian courterpârts to reduce barriers, including through negoliation of a Bilat-
eral Investment Treaty, and to expanrl the areas where we do busirress. I anr
eager to support the efforts to ensure full implementation of the Civil Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement, including ensuring a level playing field for American
companies in the commercial applications of nuclear energy.

. The U.S. mission in India actively seeks opportunities to keep and create jobs
in America. In response to the President's National Export Initiative, the U.S.
mission promotes the export of U.S. products, services, and technologies, sup-
porting tens of thousands ofjobs in the Ur-rited States. India, with its population
of 1.2 billion people and large and balanced consunìer econonly, represents â
huge, fast-growing market for U.S. manufactured goods, and onr exports âre
growing at nearly over 17 percent a year. Al this rate, exports from the United
States to India are expected to nearly double in the 5 years from. 2009 to 2014.

. Expanding our defense cooperation, which currently is at a cumulative all-time
high: U.S, clefense sales to India reached nearly $8 L¡illion last year ancl India
holds more military exercises with the United Stat¿s than any other country.
As stated in the Nationai Security Strategy, we see India as a net securily pro-
vider in the Indo-Paciñc region. As India continues to modernize its armed
forces, there are additional opportunilies for us to expand our cooperation
across all the services and at all levels. I appreciate the Cor-rgress' support for
expanding defense ties, and note the report delivered to Congress in November
or-r potential future defense cooperation with h-rdia.

. Er-rhancing our cooperation in international and multilateral fora: Reflecting its
growing importance. India is an increasingly active menlbel of key international
bodies, including its current tenure on the Uniied Nations Security Council, its
inclusion in the G20, the East Asia summit, the South Asian Association for
Regional Cooperation, and the World Trade Organizalion. In December, we held
the first ever trilateral consultations with Japan, India, arld the United States.
Encouraging India's leadership and cooperation across the Asia Pacific will be
a top priority. if confirmed, I look forward to expandir-rg our consultations and
collaboration, narrowing our differences on key multilateral issues, and working
with the Government of India to advance international peace and security
through conrmon understandings and approaches to strengthening these bodies
and the international community's ability to address the threats that face our
world.

. Encouraging India's role in supporting peace and stability in the Indian Ocean
region: hìdia and the United States share a comnron interest in supporting con-
tinued efforts to establish a peaceful, prosperous, and democratic Indian Ocean
region. Taking its cue {fom history, the New Silk Road vision foresees a net-
work of economic, transit, trade, and people-to-people conneclions across South
and Central Asia that wili embed Afghanistan more firml¡r into its neighbor-
hood. India supports this vision and is a significant donor in Afghanistan and
has taken steps to facilitate tra<ie with. Pakistan.

¡ Incle¿sing cooperalion on corrnterterrorism and global threats: Terroiist groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiba pose a critical threat not only to our partners like India,
but to U.S. stlategic objectives in the region. If confirmed, I will work to expancl
the current level of consultation and coordination on key counterterrorisn ex-
changes, as well as advance our efforts to expand cooperation in the areas of
nonproliferation and nuclear security. As National Intelligence Officer for South
Asia, these were issues I deâlt with firsthand.

o If confirmed, I will continue U.S. engagement with all Indians to advance
hunran rights and fteedonrs that dre constitutionally protected in both of our'
countries, ancl work with India to encourage democralic institution.s in countries
like Afghanistan.
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If confirmed, I look forward to participating in and advancing the U.S.-India Stra-
tegic Dialogue, as well as the substantive exchanges on more than 20 distinct policy
nrãas, innlùding eehrcation, cncrgy, agricrrltrrre, añd development. I hope we can use
this framework to address issues of mutual concern and enhance co-llaboration to
achieve concrete results that crea!e additional opportunities for our two peoples and
that eliminate threats to our two democracies.

I take seriously my role as chief of mission in the nranâgement of our government
resources-the people, infi-astructure, â.nd progranls thât are committed to this rela-
tionship-and will work to ensure that they are protected and used creatively to err-
hance U-S. interests.

Ifco_nfirmed, I will devote mv energies and experience to enlarging and expanding
our relations with India. I believe we can continue to convert oui viÁion for ã futurè
of peacc and prosperity t¡ased on our mutual denroctatic values into reality through
expanded exchange, dialogue, and engagement aù all levels ofl society and govern-
ment. Thank you.

Senator Uoell [presidingl. Thank you, Ambassador Powell.
We really appreciate your testimony. And I came in a little bit

late, and I think, as Chairman Kerry said, I am supposed to take
over for him.

Let me just say initially that in looking at your resume and see-
ing your long history of service to the State Department that we
really appreciate that public service. I mean, some of'the areas you
have served in are very diffrcult areas in the world, and I am sute
you have done it with enthusiasm and a $'eat spirit of public sen/-
ice. So thank you for doing that.

I just returned, Ambassador Powell, from recently visiting India
for the first time. I was lucky to go with a group, a CODEL headed
by Senator Warner, and we had both of the cochairs of the India
Caucus. Senator Warner is the cochair in the Senate, and Joe
Crowley, the Congressman from New York, is the cochair in the
House. And they had been there a number of times. I think Rep-
resentative Crowley had been there eight times.

And so, I learned a lot from that discussion. And one of the
things I did was meet with the Nobel Laureate, Dr. Rajendra
Pachauri. Dr. Pachauri and I had a long discussion about India's
energy needs and energ'y demands and the need to address climate
change.

He expressed his disappointment with the outcome in Durban,
South Africa, and his belief that a multilateral solution is needed
to really make progress on this issue. TVith regards to the scientific
issues, he stated he believes that the findings on the committee
that hc cochoirs orc strongcr and that hcat waves end other abnor-
mal climatic events are increasing in frequency and intensity.

And while meeting with him and other business leaders, I
stressed not only the need to invest in renewable energy, but also
the opportunities presented by increased investment and partner-
ship between the United States and India. With India in need of
increased sources of energy to maintain its economic growth, ho\M
do you think the United States should work to facilitate partner-
ships between the United States and India to promote renewable
energy?

Ambassador Pownll. Senator, I am pleased that you had the op-
portunity to visit India and look forward, if confrrmed, to wel-
coming you back often.

Senator Uo¡ll. Thank you.
Ambassador PolveLL. On the energ'y side, I think those who look

at India's progress and its potential almost universally will point
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to energy as one of the key determinants in how India addresses
its growing energ"y needs not only for its economic development, but
also for advancing the needs of its people for electricity and other
sources of energy.

I think lve are poised to be very, very good partners on this. We
have an energ"y dialogue as part of the 20 that I mentioned in my
testimony. It is done at the highest levels and involves a look at
traditional sources ofenergy, as well as new technologies..W'e 

also have a partnership that Senator Lugar mentioned in his
testimony that is looking particularly at innovations in energy. I
think, given the very strong scientific communities, the very strong
entrepreneurial communities in both of our countries, that this is
an extraordinarily important complement to the government
efforts.

There will certainly have to be support for some of these tech-
nologies, support for the research regulatory framework that allows
them to be used. But the ingenuity and entrepreneurial spirit of
our two countries I think provide us with opportunities to look at
these new sour€es.

The partnership provides funding. AID is also working with what
they consider to be an innovation incubator approach to develop-
ment in India that will allow for programs to be---experiments and
others to be looked at for plus-up by the private sector in India for
use in other parts of the developing world.

i think all of these are very important. Obviously, the civil
nuclear energ'y piece is another important part of the dialogue of
trying to make sure that as India turns to nuclear energy to pro-
vide some of its energy resources that it can benefit from the
extraordinary technology that United States companies bring to
nuclear energ'y, to the safety and security standards, and to work-
ing with those companies with the Government of India to find a
way for us to have a level playing field for that endeavor.

Senator Uo¡r,r. Ambassador, thank you very much for that
anslvel-

And I think one of the areas-and thank you for your willingness
to work on the renewable energ"y issues-I think one of the areas
that could be a welcome development would be with the villages in
India. As you know, I mean, you have served over there. We have
double than the people who live in the United States, 700 million
people that live in villages, many times without adequate drinking
water, clean drinking water, no electricity.

And those kinds of conditions are really ripe for deploying solar
panels or wind or something out in those villages. Dr. Pachauri, by
the way, has an NGO where he has started an entrepreneurial
model. He puts a solar panel in a village, has one of the women
who really organizes the village take charge of it. She then leases
out the solar panel to charge solar lanterns, and this replaces the
kerosene lanterns, which are very dangerous and can't be used
under mosquito nets and things like that.

And it seems to me that this whole area is one that there is a
huge potential, if we work with them, if we partner with them, to
help them get electricity into the villages without moving all of the
village people into the cities, which I think could end up causing
serious problems.
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And with that, I am not really asking a question there, but it is
an honor to be here with Senator Lugar and to be up here chairing
this. And I look fbrward to his questions and any others as we
move along.

Senator Luc¡R. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.
Let me just raise a different subject for the moment because at

least today's press reports indicate that Indìa's Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation, the ONGC, has come under pressure to finalize
a service contract for natural gas production with lran. Now could
you please give us your thoughts on an Indian company's involve-
ment in lran's energy sector, particularly something of this signifi-
cance?

Ambassador Pownll. So, Iran and India have a long tradition of
trade across energ'y and other fields. It is one that is clearly a part
of our sanctions regime that we are hoping to see it significantly
reduced.

I noted in Foreiga Secretary Mathai's speech yesterday, he indi-
cated that the current efforts to diversify India's sources of oil and
petroleum and a reduction in their use of Iranian oil to 10 percent
or less, and I think these are positive developments. I think our
own efforts to support India in looking at other sources of energy
will be a contrihutor to this, and we will certainly, if confirmed, I
know that this is going to be one of the issues that I will be spend-
ing a great deal of time on and working with the Iranian sanctions
legislation with our own policies and with the Indians to work with
them.

Senator Luc¿n. Well, speaking of our assistance in this respect,
as you pointed out earlier, large numbers of Indians lack access to
electricity, and energy poverty limits their economic advancement
options. The scale of this challenge, however, demands transforma-
tional technologies, such as Senator Udall was poiating out, and
this leads to my question.

Could you please describe the eff'orts, as you see them, which are
being made by Indian entrepreneurs to tackle energy poverty? Fur-
thermore, what barriers stand in the way for American entrepre-
neurs to enter the Indian market f'or the so-called transformatiônal
strategies that are going to be able to meet the doubling of
demand?

Ambassador Pownll. The two official government-to-government
dialogues are on energy policy specifically and then on trade, which
includes a variety of looking at various ways to encourage trade,
to determine how barriers can be reduced, and to look at ways to
make it possible for American companies to participate. We have
some very good success stories.

I was looking at the results of an Arizona company that has been
quite successful on solar energy and to frnd, using our resources at
the Embassy, our commercial services, our discussions with the pri-
vate sector through the India Business Council, U.S.-India Busi-
ness Council, the American Chambel of C,:mme¡ce, arrd othels, to
find those links where lve can put American companies in touch
with opportunities for them to provide their expertise.

I would also point to what USAID is doing. Although the
amounts of money are relatively small, I think the payback poten-
tial is very, very high if we can encourage innovation. We are
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partnering with Indian private sector on this. We are also pro-
viding a mechanism for funding, called the Clean Energy Finance
Center, that will develop opportunities to think creatively about
how to finance ne'"v and somewhat risky adventures sometimes.
But to make it possible for the private sector to participate in this,
not to depend strictly on government funding.

I ihink although our projects are relatively small in their scope,
the Indians have a very good network of working with the many,
many villagers and trying to work on this. So if I could just piCCy-
back on Senator Udall's comments? My experience in Nepal with
the lanterns \ryas a fantastic one. It made an enormous amount of
difference in the ability of children to do their homework, to stay
in school, and to have an opportunity to encourage literacy.

It also, in a similar way, empowered rryomen and provided a
soLrrce of income for them through the sales of these very small-
scale entrepreneurships with the lamps. And I think it is a very,
very good program. It has been used in other countries as well.

Senator Luc¿R. Well, we are counting on you to reduce the bar-
riers to American entrepreneurs working with Indian entrepre-
neurs to the benefit of the people.

Ambassador Powør,1. Thank you.
Senator Luç¿R. You mentioned earlier the dialogue between the

United States and India on 20 different areas. Last year, Secretary
Clinton visited India and engaged in the U.S.-India Strategic
Dialogue which, as you pointed out, includes security, regional co-
operation, partnership, and technology.

Can you highlight for us the most effective parts of the dialogue
and the ones on which you believe the administration hopes to
make the most progress in the coming year?

Ambassador Pownll. I think my timing is quite good. Foreign
Secretary Mathai is in the United States right now. And although
I am not in a position to meet with him, my colleagues at the State
Ðepartment are. And he had, I believe, extensive meetings this
morning, setting up the agenda f'or the June or July meeting, the
next meeting here in Washington of the strategic dialogue.

He also spoke yesterday, and I believe I could certainly endorse
the agenda that he put forward, of the things that are very, very
important. Certainly, the energy dialogue is one of those, the trade
dialogue, our cooperation in looking at our defense partnership, our
look at making sure that sr'e are looking at what we would call our
homeland security dialogue. Our counterterrorism dialogue is a
new and, I think, a very dynamic part of the dialogue that will con-
tinue to be a priority for both countries.

Maritime security I feel certain will be part of the dialogue as
well this summer. And as a former high school teacher, I would
like to see the education dialogue raised to the Cabinet-level stra-
tegic dialogue as well.

Senator Luc¡R. And presumably intelligence-sharing will be a
part of that?

Ambassador Powor,r,. Absolutely, as part of the homeland secu-
rity and counterterrorism.

Senator Luc¿e. Thank you very much.
Senator Uo¿u,. Senator Menendez.
Senator MsNnxnnz. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.



48

Ms. Powell, congratulations on your nomination.
Ambassador Polvell. Thank you.
Senator MeNBNtnz. I have a concern. I am a strong believer that

the relationship between the United States and India is a critical
one, but, as I am sure you are aware, in December, I, along with
other colleagues, sponsored legislation in the Congress by amend-
ment that the Senate passed unanimously and the President
signed into law with reference to comprehensive sanctions on the
financial institutions of the Central Banlç of lran.

And I have been encouraged by the efforts of Japan, South
Korea, and others to look for ways to come into compliance with
the law. They have come to ìt even as they face challenges, with
the attitude of how do I meet the spirit of these sanctions and try
to ensure that we are not subject to any sanctions and that we are
working not only with the United States, but the international
community to ensure that lran does not achieve nuclear power.

However, the Indian Government, which is one of Iran's largest
crude customers, seems to be rebuking the sanctions and looking
for workarounds, including considering payments in gold and
transactions that detour around the Central Bank of lran, which
at thc cnd of thc day still is helping the Iranian Covernment have
the resources to fuel its nuclear ambitions.

For our sanctions to be effectìve, it is realìy crr¡cial that all
nations, particularly democratic nations like India, work together
to confront Iran and insist that it terminate its efforts to achieve
nuclear weapons capability.

What is your view of the Indian Government's rationale behind
supporting the Iranians in this regard? And if you are confirmed
as our Ambassador, will you carry the message to New Delhi that
this is a policy priority for the United States and that we will not
hesitate, as appropriate, to pursue the law as it exists?

Ambassador Powel¡-. Senator, certainly, if confirmed, I under-
stand and appreciate that this is going to be a very important topic
and one of those that I will be dealing with very seriously and very
early in my tenure.

I think approaching it perhaps a little bit differently than you
did, but to recognize that India shares with us a desire to see a
nonnuclear state in lran. 'fhey have supported us in the IAEA four
times. We continue to have â very important dialogue at the most
senior levels of the U.S. Government, and I fully intend to be a
part ofthat dialogue.

I believe that making sure that there is clarity on what the legis-
lation and the U.S. sanctions mean, what their implications are for
India is one step. Also looking to make sure that we understand
what actions India is taking. Foreign Secretary Mathai yesterday
in his republic remarks commented that there already appears to
be a reduction in the amount of oil, the percentage of oil that India
receives from lran out of its total imports. That would be a very
good sign.

But I will certainly commit to working very hard on this issue.
Senator Mswnxonz. Well, I appreciate that. This is incredibly

important to us. If countries like India are going to pay in gold or
{ind other ways to circumvent the sanctions, then while I appre-
ciate what you said about India sharing our goals, it could
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ultimately continue to facilitate the resources that are necessary
for Iran to achieve its nuclear power.

And so, we need more than their goodwill of sharing our goals.
We need their actions to join us and the rest of the international
community in that regard. And I hope that, if confirmed and in
short order will hopefully be in India, that this will be one of your
top priorities.

Would you tell the committee, that this will be one of your top
priorities when you get there?

Ambassador Por,vnll. It most certainly-it will be one of the top
priorities.

Senator Mn¡¡nNnpz. Now, last, and I won't take all of the time
that I have left, but I do want to ask a question that I would like
you to answer for the record. And it has to do with the work that
has to be done for our overall recruitment. I am seriously con-
cerned that despite years that I have been raising this, including
with your advent to this offrce, that the issue of Hispanic recruit-
ment at the State Department remains pathetic.

The 2010 Census has indicated that there are over 50 million
Hispanics in the United States, 16 percent of the population. Yet,
however, Hispanics make up only 5 percent of the State Depart-
ment's employees, 3.9 percent of the Foreign Service officers, and
about 6 percent ofForeign Service specialists.

So, I would like two things for the record. One, can your office
share the most recent statistics with the committee as well as what
barriers you have encountered in any effort to improve your out-
reach, recruitment, and retention of qualified Hispanics?

In all of my work in this regard, this is really one of the worst
departments of the Federal Government as it reìates to Hispanic
participation. I appreciate what has been said about the State
Department reflecting the look of' America but when Hispanics
make up 16 percent of the population and their rate of'growth is
not reflected at the State Department, that doesn't include a full
look of America.

So, as you move on to your next assignment, I would like to get
the benefit of whatever challenges there were so that we can look
at your successor in this role and have a strategic plan as to how
we turn those numbers around.

[The requested information follows:]
The Department of State is com.mitted to a workforce that reflects the diversity

of America (racialethnidnational-origin, gender, geogtaphic, educational, and occu-
pational) wiih the skills, innovation, änd ãommi¿nienãto'advance our national inter-
ests in the 21st century.

Hispanics make up 4.7 percent of State Department Civil Service employees, 3.9
percent of Foreign Service officers, and 6.6 percent of Foreigrr Service Specialists.
The number of self-identified Hispanics who took the Foreign Service officer test
during 201 I was 2.030 or 10 percent ofthe total. in FY 20t1. the Department hired
49 Hispanics into the Foreign Service, or 4 percent ofall new Foreign Service hires.
and 27 into the Civil Service, or 2 percent of all Civil Service hires. Our statistics
are based on individuals who self-identifu, and do not take into account individuals
who are multiracial.

DEpARTIvIENT op stAtp's LARGE-SCIALE RECRUITMENT EFFoRTS

Targeted outreach is the cornerstone of the Depnrtmeni's recruitment strategy.
Specific recruitment portfolios include African-Americans, Hispanics, Asian-Ameri-
cans, American Indiar-rs and Alaskan Natives, Native Hawaiians/Pacific Islanders,
\¡r'omen, military veterans, and those with disabilities. In FY 2011 our Di¡rlomats in
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Residence and Washington-based recruiters personally engaged an estimated 50,000
pÕtentiùl candidates at events across, the colrntry, supported by an events ntanage-
nlent system which markets our public events acl'oss our social recruitment nèt-
works. The system also facilitates ongoing engâgenrent and communication between
the Department and prospects/candidates.

The Department's careers trVeb site (www.careers.state.govj is the hub for all on-
line recruitment engâgement and receives ân average oÊ 60,000 visitors a week.
Public forunrs that plovide_quick and open responses to questions regalding Depart-
nìent câreer opportunities have proven extreniely successful, contirruously receiving
more than 20 nrillion views since their inception in 2010.

Nlarketing si;udies demonstrate that minority professionals use social media at
higher rates than nonminority professionals. Our pulrlic outreach is integtatetl with
a comprehensive marketing and recruiting progrant that includes leveraging new
nredia and networking technologies {Facebook, Linkcd-ln, TVitter, YouT\rb'e).?irect
sourciug. e-mail marketing, anã online and linrited print advertising ',vith career
and nrchc-specifìc sites and publications (Hispanic Business, NSHiVltsA. LatPro.
Saludos, LATINAStyIe).

In FY 2011, the Department spent $42,350 on adveltising in Hispanic print and
electronic nredia. In aädition, 39.5 percent of the total we ipent on'prilrtãnd elec-
tronic nredia included general diverìity-specific sites rvhich incorporáted Hispanics.
In FY 2012, we are allocating $95,789 to Hispanic-focused, careerspecific media
rvhich is 2l percent oÊ our tolal spending on ãdvertising in print aid electronic
nredia. An additional 20 pelcent of the total media buy will include diver.sity-specific
sites which incorporate Hispanics.
, The Departn-rent's Recruitment Outreach Office developed and hosted Diversity
Career Networking Events as a tool to târget diverse proiessionals fol Departmeni
of State careers, specifically highlighting deficit Foreign Service career tracks. In FY
2011. events were hosted in l,os Angelés; Denver; Santa Fe. Albuquerque, and Las
Cruces, NM; lVliami; Cincinnati (to attract attendees at the National Leazue of
United Latin American Citizens conference), Houston, Dallas, New York, andWash-
ington, DC. reaching ovel 1.000 candidates including African Americans, Asian
Aniericans, Hisparrics, Native Americans, women, arrd critical language speakers. In
addition, gve¡ 900 Deprrtnlent emplovees have volulrteered to support our strategic
outreach. highlighting the divelsity ofour existing workforce and ïeivelagìng existiÏrg
networks of ir-rternal affinity groups like the Hisþanic Employment Councìl in For-
eign Affairs Agencies (HECFAA).

COOPERATIVE ÐDUCATION PROCRAI!ÎS

The Department strives to achieve diversity throughout its workforce thlough var-
ious career-entry progranrs, ìncluding the Presidential lVlanagemerrt Fellorvship. All
qualified applicants referred to the Department by the Office of Personnel Mañage-
ment are given full consideration. The Office of Recnritment conducts regular out-
reach to institutions that serve Hispanics in rlrclel to irrcrease the pool ofãpplicants
t'rom the Hispanic conrnrunity and promote awareness of entry-fevel emþloyment
opportunities.

Our outreach to college students plants the seeds ofinterest in global public serv-
ice and promotes a Ìong-ternr interest in our intcrnships, fellowships, aìd careers.
In FY 2009, Congress funded additional paid internships for ¡ecruiLment purposes.
Itl 2009,2010. and 201I, ou Diplrrtrtats it¡ Rcoitlerce itlerLified uuLslaldilg, tlivelse
candidates fol those intenrships, providing thenl the chance to experierrce work in
Washington, DC. and embassies and consrilates around the world.-lrr 201l, 20 per-
cent oÊthese 80 paid inlems were Hispanic.

T\uo particularly successful student pr'ogranrs are the Thomas R. Pickering For'-
eign Affairs lJndelgraduate and Graduate Fellowships and the Charles B. Rangel
International Affairs Fellowship. These ROTC-like programs provide fìnancing for
graduace school and paid profeêsiorral experience in Va"shingtón and at our enibas-
sies to hig'hly qualified and moslly minority students, in exchange for their comnlit-
n-rent to the Foreign Service. Diplonrats in Residence help recruit candidales f'or
these fellowships. which have been essential to irrcreasing the presence ofurrderrep-
leserrted groupi in the Foreign Service. In FY 2011. l0 õuc of'40 t25 percent) Pick-
ering Pellows and 4 ouf; of 20 (20 l)erceìlt,) Rangel Fellows were Hispânic.

Ambassador Pownr,l. Senator, may I respond just briefly?
Senator Mpmn¡¡nnz. Absolutely, sure.
Ambassador Pownl,r. We clearly will give you more details in the

taken question, but I took very seriously your charge to me when
I accepted the Director General position, was confirmed by the
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committee, to try to improve the outreach to the Hispanic and
other minority communities, to make sure that they understood
what opportunities were available to them at the State Depart-
ment, whether it was the Foreign Service or the civil service and
to expand the information that they had, their ability to ask ques-
tions, to be informed, and to participate with us.

I share with you a desire to see a better than 5-percent ratio for
the Hispanics in the Foreign Service and a 4.9 fkrr the civil service.
But I do have some encouraging statistics about the efforts of a
very, very vigorous and targeted recruitment effort that we have
undertaken over the last 2 to 3 years.

In the past year, we have among the people who have taken the
Foreign Service test, we had an increase of 82 percent among the
Hispanics. From those who passed the test, having taket it, \72-
percent increase by Hispanics, and for the hiring, a 43-percent in-
crease. Those statistics, if we can maintain them-and I certainly
think that my successor will be committed to the effort that we
started-represent an opportunity to improve on our total percent-
age of Hispanics.

I would also like to share one other statistic with the committee
because the other part of our outreach, in addition to our minority
populations, was to our disabled veterans. And we have been able
in the Foreign Service generalists to increase by 350 percent the
hiring of disabled veterans. And among our specialists, a whopping
4,T00-percent increase.

So I would also like to comment that the number of minorities,
including Hispanics, that are part of our Pickering and Rangel
Fellowship Programs, and these are opportunities that provide
graduate education opportunities as well as internships and other
experience in the department, has increased dramatically.

And I personally served as the mentor for our Hispanic affinity
group, which has been reenergized under the leadership of its new
president, and I took great pride in working with them.

Senator MnNnNnnz. 
.Well, I appreciate that. I look forward to see-

ing the employment fìgures which you gave, which sound prom-
ising, what sections across the spectrum they are.

But thank you very much.
Senator Uoe¡,1. Senator Webb.
Senator Wpee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
And Ambassador-congratulations. I wish you well in the new

assignment, for which I know you are going to be confirmed. You
have got a terrifìc wealth of experience in this region. I think you
are going to be very valuable to our country when you go there.

India is a long way from lowa. I went to high school in Nebraska.
I can remember one cold winter morning working in a grocery
store, I was reading "Hawaii" by James Michener and becoming
fascinated with the stories of Asia, and he talked about mangoes.
I looked over on a shelf in this grocery store I was working in-
and there was a mango. I had never seen one before and I bought
it with all my tip money. I brought it home that night, and I could
not figure out how to peel it.

But I said someday I am going to go where they grow these man-
goes, and of course, a couple of years later, {Jncle Sam helped me
out and sent me to Vietnam. But I know what it is like to really
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become so intensely interested in an area, and you certainly have
the background when it comes to South Asia and India.

That leads me to a question. Just something that I have been
wondering for some time, and I think from your background,
maybe you can help me understand it-help us understand it.

We consistently speak about India as a democracy, and in polit-
ical terms, one would think that is true. It certainly seems demon-
strably true. We talk consistently about the entrepreneurship that
comes out of India. Somc of thc most wcalthy entrepreneurs in the
world are in India. Those who have come to this country from India
do extremely well.

And yet, if you look at "The World Factbook," the per capita in-
come in India is about $800-at least the one that I just looked at,
"The Economist World Factbook"-ìMhich is ìess than $3 a day.
What would be your observations about the nature of this democ-
racy in terms of the obvious, glaring inequality from top to bottom
in its society?

Ambassador PowuLL. Senator, I think India's democracy is a
thriving one with right now they are engaged in five states voting,
with over 200 million residents in one of those states. So that part
of the democracy, in terms of its forms and its norms, is weìl estab-
lished.

They are voting after a very vigorous debate over policies and,
particularly in these five states, are looking at the. economic
reforms, whether they have answered the question that we would
ask here in the United States. Are you better off than you were at
the last election?

They are very, very vigorous in that debate. They are looking at
it very seriously.

I take a lesson from my time as a teacher of American Govern-
ment and American history of reminding myself that our Constitu-
tion starts with the words about "forming a more perfect union."
I think that India is in the process of doing that as well.

It has enormous societal inequalities based on historic caste sys-
tems of economic differences. But surely, one of the engines that
moves a society is the commitment to democracy, a ballot box that
allows people to vote for their leaders and to vote for change, but
also a rising economy.

I contrast my earlier time in India, where they wele just emerg-
ing from a vety, very closed economic system, one which required
enormous amounts of work to start a business or to close one, for
that matter, with the current system. It is not perfect yet. It still
takes a long time in India. It is still not a redtape free society. But
all of those things are freeing up India.

I think we have seen over the 20 years of economic reforms a tre-
mendous number of people who have been removed from absolute
poverty. They are intb the Indian middle class now. They are able
to afford education for their children. They are dedicated to that as
ote of the first thirrgs thal lhey use lheir' úispr-rsable irrcorrre for', buL
also a rising consumer network, better housing.

Senator Wnss. So you would say-and I have got one other ques-
tion I want to ask you, You are optimistic about the potential for
broader sharing of the wealth in that society?

Ambassador Pownll. I am. I âm very optimistic about India.
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Senator Wnsn. I wanted also to get your comment on the obvious
and growing interrelationship among the United States, ASEAN,
and India in terms of naval activities, but also security activities
not only in the Indian Ocean and around into what we call the
Western Pacific or the South China Sea.

We have seen cooperative naval maneuvers between India and
Vietnam, for instance. At the same time, we have seen over the
past couple of years on many diffþrent levels increased Chinese
naval activity into the Indian Ocean. What are your thoughts about
this new mix?

Ambassador Potvnll. I think India is certainly one of those coun-
tries that is a rising porver in this part of the world. It has inter-
ests that match ours in many ways, particularly as we have looked
at our defense dialogue of looking at maritime security, of looking
at the potential ftrr cooperation and humanitarian relief and dis-
aster assistance. And also in looking at piracy, particularly off the
coast of Somalia, of cooperating with the international ef'fort there.

The dialogue that we have through the Defense Policy Group,
through ASEAN, through the Indian Ocean rim conferences, with
India playing a growing role in that, I think will assist us in align-
ing a policy that works internationally to make sure that we can
protect those sea-lanes, that we will have a peaceful area there.

Senator.Wpee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
Senator Unel,l. Ambassador, the ongoing friction between India

and Pakistan is a strategic concern f'or the United States and for
the region. Do you believe that there may be a more proactive role
f'or the United States to pìay, which could help ease tensions
between the countries?

For instance, Sandia National Laboratories Cooperative Moni-
toring Center-Sandia is located in Albuquerque, NM-has pro-
grams to help create trust between countries, such as border moni-
toring. As part of its mission, Sandia's Cooperative Monitoring
Center assists political and technical experts from around the
world to acquire the technology-based tools they need to implement
nonproliferation, arms control, and other cooperative security
measures.

It is a soft power tool that I believe could be utilized in such hot
spots. I would note that this is not a new proposal, that a paper
released by the Cooperative Monitoring Center in 2001, which was
written by retired Pakistani Major General Mahmud Ali Ðurrani,
called for a "cooperative border monitoring experiment."

IVhat are your thoughts on these and other proposals to relieve
security tensions in the region?

Ambassador Powol,l. Senator, I firmly believe in encouraging a
dialogue and the resolution of problems betlveen India and Paki-
stan. I believe that ideas that are supported by both countries, if
General Durrani's ideas were to be endorsed through the Track II
or Track I negotiations that are very active on both levels, that
there would be a role f'or the United States to play.

I have had the opportunity to meet many of the people that are
engaged in these dialogues and certainly think that the United
States plays a role in encouraging ideas and looking for additional
creative solutions, but that the primary responsibility rests with
the two countries. Having worked with so many of their leaders
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and their diplomats, I am very confident that they have the ability
to do that, but certainly don't rule out our ability to assist.

Senator Unen. Thank you.
During our visit to India, we visited a USAID site in Jaipur. This

site truly highlighted the needs of rural and impoverished Indians.
Work being done by USAID included aiding women with prenatal
care, vaccinations and other child services, and training for women
to help them interact with other groups to help discuss community
rreetls and solutions.

Madam Ambassador, what are your thoughts on such programs,
and how do you think our relations would be impacted if there are
substantial cuts to such USAID programs?

Ambassador Pownu. I am very, very supportive of these efforts.
I think particularly supporting women's health has a major impact
on the health of their children. I have a particular interest in look-
ing at rryomen's education opportunities. Particularly in rural India,
as in many parts of the developing world, women have not had
equal opportunity and access to education. This is an area that as
India needs to expand its economy is one that I think is very
important.

The AID programs that are being conducted in India are ones
that I look forward to visiting and to having a better under-
standing of. But I think particularly the one you visited is one that
would warm my heart. I would like to have the opportunity to do
that, if confirmed, but also to look at the opportunities to do things
like the new stoves that are both ecologically and in terms of
health a much improved facility. This is something that Secretary
Clinton has taken a great deal ofinterest in.

In terms of the impact of our aid program, our numbers and the
amount of assistance to India has been reduced substantiallv from
what I remember. But I think it is a quality program, and l"would
like to see it continued so that it can be this incubator for innova-
tion and development technology and development programming,
that we can identify things that work in this environment and see
how they can be plussed up by the private sector, by the govern-
ment of India, but also exported to other developing countries that
may have similar problems.

Senator Uo¡11,. Ambassador, we went into a village and saw-
you mentioned the cookstoves and Secretary Clinton's initiative.
We went in and saw in a village locals cooking on traditional
stoves. It was fueled, I think, by dung. It was very dirty. The
smoke was all over the house. I mean, it was a pretty dreadful
situation.

Could you tell us a little bit more about the initiative Secretary
Clinton has on the stoves and how that has progressed?

Ambassador PowsLL. I am going to have to take the question to
get you the details on it, but I know that it is onc ehc io committcd
to. And I have had the similar experience that you had. Not only
do you deprive the fields from the benefits of having the fertilizer,
but you also spread enormous amounts of smoke that, particularly
for the lungs and health of children and the women who are doing
the cooking, is quite dramatic.
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And the new smokeless stoves both cut down on the amount of
energy that is required, but also contribute fat, far less to pollut-
ants that damage their health.

Senator Unerl. Thank you.
And if you would supplement the record a little more on that, I

think that would be great.
Ambassador Power,l. I will be glad to do so.
[The requested information follows:]
Secretary Clinton announced the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves in Sep-

tember'2010 as an innovative public-private partnership led by the United Nations
Foundation to save lives, improve Iivelihoods, empor¡r'er women, and combat climate
change by creating a thriving global market for clean and efficient household cook-
ing solutions. Today, the Alliance comprises of over 250 partners, including 27 coan-
tries. In November 2011, the Alliance published a roadmap to achieve universai
adoption of clean cookstoves and fuels. Under thie strategy, the Alìiance will rvork
with its public and private partners to focus on three core thematic activities: en-
hancing demand for clean cookstoves and fuels; strengthening supply of clean cook-
stoves and fuefs; and fosteling an enabling environment fol a thriving market for
clean cookstoves and fuels. The U.S. Goveinment's commitment to the Alliance in-
cludes diplomatic support and an investment ofup to $105 million across 10 Federal
agencies over the fìrst 5 years of the Aliiance, with a Êocus on financing, applied
research, capacity-building, stove testing, flreld implementation, and evaluation. The
Secretary held a public event in Cherrnai, during herJuly 20ll visit to India, to
ânnoulrce new Ilrdian plivate sector partnel s and iaise intemational awareness and
engagenent on these issues. Special Representative for Global Partnerships, Kris
Balderston, would be happy to provide you a detailed briefing on the activities of
the Global Alliance for Clean Cookstoves.

Senator Un¿ll. Senator Lugar.
Senator Luc¿.n. I have no further questions. I simply wish the

very best to the Ambassador.
Ambassador Pov/ELL. Thank you.
Senator Lucen. I look forward to strongìy supporting your nomi-

nation.
Ambassador PowELL. Thank you very much.
Senator Uoell. Ambassador, let me, on behalf of the committee,

just thank you very much for your testimony today.
We are going to keep the record open for questions for the record

for 24 hours. We would ask that all members please submit any
questions before tomorrow afternoon.

Senator Uo¡rl. Also, I have been informed by Chairman Kerry
that the committee is working to get Ambassador Powell's nomina-
tion on the agenda for the business meeting to take place on Feb-
lrrtary 14, and I believe, Senator Lugar, the ranking member, is
aìso aware of that? Yes.

Ambassador PowELL. Thank you very much.
Senator Uo¿tl. So, thank you.
And being no further questions and no further business, the

hearing is adjourned.
lWhereupon, at 3:40 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.l

Aonrrrox¿r, QunsrroNs AND ANsv¡ERS SuBMrrrED FoR THE RECoRD

Rpspoxss-q or How. NANcy J. Powrr,r, ro QuesrroNs Sualttrrn¡ ny
Ssraron Josr F. Krnnv

Question. How can the United States tlest support India and Pakistan in their
talks and efforts to resolve regional tensions? If confirmed, what types of steps will
you take to facilitate improved relations between India and Pakistan?
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Answer. The United States has always welcomed dialogre and better relations be-
tween India and Pakistan. The pace, scope, and charaCter of the dialoeue are for
Indian ancl Pakistani leadels to Tecirle. IF eonfirnted, I will encor.rrage ãll dialogue
betrveen India and Pakistân, particularly inclucling the expansion- of trade ãnd
strengthening of people-to-people linkages between the countries. The llnited States
should continue to encourage both Track I and Track ll efforts to ìmprove relations.
We particularly welcome thi upcoming meeting of trade nlirristries ahd the planned
u¡.¡¡ ¡6 [ra\istun,of _a lalge commercia] delegation. Nornralizing tt.ade relatións will
bring benefìts to both countries.

We applaud the dialogue between India anrl Pakistan on bilateral issues, includ-
ing on expanding economic contacts. The latest rounds of dialogue have produced
concretc steps to improve relations in ways that will directly benèfit the Inãian and
Pakistani people, particularly on easing barriers to trade and conmerce. Il is our
hope that this process of normalization in both dil'ections, including the eventual ex-
tension ofmost-favored-nation status by Pakistan and the reductioñ ofnont¿riffbar-
riers by India, will lead to expanded econonric opportunity and stabilitv tbr both
countries that also could serve as a nruch-needed catalyst for regional integration.

Question. What steps can the Indians i'ealisticaìly take this year to liberalize their
economy, particularly to encouragc more foreign investnent?

Answer. In November 2011, India's Cabinet voted to allow 51 percent FDI in the
multibrand retail sector ând 100 percent investment in the single brand retail sec-
tor. Mgltibrand retail implementation has been postponed, but we remain hopeful
it will be inrplenrented. The FDI increase in singfe-bränd retail has moved for',iard.
though with local procurentent and small business provisiorrs that foreign companies
rvill rreed to work through before thev can enter rhe Indian market in-a significant
way. We have also contÏnued to encóurage litreralization in the aviatlon, p'ensions,
and insurance sectors, as well as in deTense-offsets. The release of Indiats-FY 2013
þudget and l"2th Five-Year Plan in March may provide some additional clarity into
the government's plans for its economic reform aþenda.

Question. How can the United States work with India to encourage further polit-
ical and economic reforms in Burma?

Answer. India serves as a model for the values we hope will become urdversal
across East Asia and is in a strong position to encourage Burma to deepen its demo-
cratic reform efforts. Although India and the United States have hiitorically ap-
proached Burma differently, both countries have welcomed the signiÊcant Burimese
refornìs, shâre a strong desire to see these reforms continue, ånd= support Burma's
reintegrâtion into the region. In support of this goâ1, the Intiian Goveinment hosted
a Burnlese parliamentary delegation in Decenrbèr 2û11 io study India's democracy
ahead of Burnrese by-elections this spring. India's continrled outreâch, both to the
Burmese Government, as rvell as to oppusition leaders, such as Aung San Suu Kyi,
reinforces this message. In fall 201l-, lndia offeled Burma a ß500 million line oÊ
cl'edit to support development of transport and energy infrastructure and is explor-
ing the developnrent of new transport corridors through Burma that would link
India with markets in Southeast Asia. We continue to urge the Indian Government
to use its deep historical frien<Iship and cultural ties wittr Burnra to engage its civil
society and encourâge concrete action on political and ecoÌìonìic reform ãnã nâtionâl
reconciliation. In arldition, Special Represetìtative and Policv Coordinator.for
Burma, Derek Mitchell, has proposed to visit Indi¿r in the coming months to explore
ways to deepen our bilateral cooperation.

Question. How can the United States work with India to encourâge further polit-
ical and econonlic reforms in Sri Lanka?

Answer. The Department of State believes the Government of Sri Lanka needs to
take concrete actions to promote nation¿ll reconciliation, strengthen democratic insti-
tutions, and credibly investigate violations of internûtional ñunlanitarian law and
international hunran rights law alleged to have occurred dur-ing Sri Lanka's 26-year
separatist conflict. lVe"continue to-engage closely with India-on en.cour¿ìging:Sri
I.anka to inrplenrent a comprehensive national reconciliation process that includes
hoìding thosd credibly allegèd to have violatecl international hirmanitarian law and
intornational human rights la'w accountable for their actiono. Both tho Unitod
States and India have also emphasized the need to inrplentent the recommendatiorrs
of Sri Lanka's own Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation Commission in a timely
nlânner.

Questínn. Last week Bloomberg New Energy Finance released a new report show-
ing that India led in the growth of renewable energy investnrerrts in 2011, with a
52-percerrt jump to over $ì10 billion. This junrp in investments was helped by India's
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growirlg wind ancl sol¿rr sectors. If confirmed, please describe what you plan to do
to connect lhis growing market demand with the technologies and private sector
investment based in the United States, where we are â leading innovator and devel-
oper for nany of these clean energy technoiogies. What would you do to help imple-
ment the Partnership to Advance Clean Energy, one ofour largest bilateral relation-
ships in this area?

Ansrver. In 2009 Prime Nlinister Singh and President Obama agreed to strength-
en Urrited States-lndia cooperation orl energy r¡nd clinrate change through a nunlber
of bilatelal ancl multilateral initiatives. One of these initiatives is the U.S.-lndia
Partnership to Advance Olean Energy (PACE), which seeks to improve energy ac-
cess and promote low-carbon growth through the research and deployment of clean
energy technologies. PACE includes bilateral public-private projects that have ad-
vanced the goals under the CEO Forum.

If confirmed, I would continue to pronlote and encourage the sale of U.S. tech-
nology to India to meet India's arnbitious targets for the deployment of renewabie
energy, energy efficiency, and other clean energy solutions in support of the
National Expolt Initiative. Ovel' the next l0 yeals, India is expected to be one of
the largest sources ofnew solar capacity and other clean energy solutions. India will
Iook to the United Stâtes to supply the most advunced solar technology in the world.

If confirmed. I would continue the Embassy's strong support of the Energy
Cooperation Program. a public private partnelship in PACE that leverages the U.S.
private sector to promote conmercially viable project development and deployment
in clean energy and energy efflrciency.

The United States also has the opportunity to shape h-rdia's clean energy market
through financing and investment. If confirmed, I would fully support the efforts oF
the Overseas Private Investment Corporation, Export-Import Bank, and U.S. Trade
and Development Agency to promote U.S. clean energy exports and ensure U.S.
companies can play a significant tole in developing Inrlia's clean energy market.

Largely due to clean energy con¿râcts, India has become the largest loan portfolio
for the Overseas Private Investmen¿ Corporation and will soon constitute the largest
portfolio for the Export-Import Bank. If confirmed, I would continue to advocate for
lhe sale of [J.S. technology in clean and lenewable energy and energy efficiency to
keep India as the top deslination ftir U.S. Government-supported sales. Finally, if
confirmed, I would help bring to fruition the Joint Clean Energy Research and
Development Center that lvill bring together industry and academic experts in the
United States and India to mobilize $100 nillion in funding for clean energ'y re-
search to t¡enefit both countries.

Questínn. What is the status of the TAPI pipelir-re, particularly with respect to se-
curing Western multinational involvement in pipeline operation and the associated
gas field development in Turkmenistan? !\¡hat is the status of plans between Paki-
stan and hldia to jointly develop the Daulatabad gas field in Turkmer-ristan? What
is ¿he administration's position on these plans'l Pakistan has reportedly proposed a
unifornr transit fee for the import of gas under the TAPI pipeline project, which it
would receive fronr India and pay to Afghanistan. What is the adnrinistration's posi-
tion on the pipeline transit fee? lVhat are its economic implications?

Ans¡wer. Since the TAPI Intergovernmental Agreement was signed by the Presi-
dents of Turkmenistan, Pakistan, and Afghanistan and the Minister of Petroleum
and Natural Gas of India in December 2010, the parlies have been negotiating gas
sales and purchase agleements- We believe these agreements may be finalized in
the ne-rt few months. All four TAPI parties welcome the participation of inter-
national oil companies llOCs; in the project, although there are differing views on
exactly what the i'ole of the IOCs wotrld be. There has been some erroneous report-
irrg orì development of the gas field that will feed TAPI. Although the Daulatãbad
f,reld had initially been selected. the cullent plan is for the gas to conle from the
South Yolotan-/Galkynysh gas field. Although we urrderstand that both Pakistan and
India wouid like to participate in development of the gas field feeding TAPI, we are
not aware that any âgreements have been reached. We believe the prospects for the
TAPI project would be enhanced if an IOC, perhaps working together with Pakistani
and Indian conrpanies, were involved along with Turkmengaz, the Turkmen Govern-
ment gâs conìpar1y, in developing the gas field that would feed the TAPI pipeline.
We have advocated for American companies to play this role. The transit fee and
other conrmercial issues are a matter for negotiation among the TAPI parties ancl
the companies that ultimately compose the consortium thaC will build ancl operâte
the pipeline, so it would be premature for us to comment on the bransit fee. If real-
ized, the TAPI pipeline could help meet India's fast growing need for natural gas
and also foster regional economic development.
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Qtr.estiott. !\'hat steps is the atlministration taking to implement. the New Silk
Road initiative, consistent with the reconlnrendatir,ns put forth bv the Senate For-
eign Relations Comnrittee December 201I report on "Ôentral Asiä and the Transi-
tion in AÊghanistan'?

Answer. The leport on "Centl'al Asia and the Transition in Afghanistan" put forth
by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee in Decenlbel 20 I I recommenTed that
Lr.S.-policy should "translate the New Silk Road (NSR) vision into a u'orking sirat-
egy for the broader region beyond Afghanistan.''

In 2011, highJevel engagenìent on the New Silk Road (NSR) vision supported this
reoommendation by achieving broad international consensus on the need lo promote
greûter economic integration throughorrt Àfghanistan, Contrul Àsia, and South Asi¿.
India has been palticularly vocal in endorsing publicly this New Siik Road vision.
In 20L2, we pian to take additional concrete steps to operationalize the NSR con-
cept, focusing on the expansion of energy, trade. and iransit between South and
Central Asia, with Afghanistan at its hè.art lVe will also capitalize on people-to-
people linkages that support the NSR vision, such as follow-oñ activities ielaled to
the 20ll Women's Economic Symposiunr in Bishkek, plourotion of regiorral corrr-
merce associations, and enhânced cooperation with multilateraì organizations active
in the region such as the Organization for Security and Cooperatiôn in Europe and
OECD

RospoNsnsoFHoNsNANcå.t*1"",iåitöÎ"-9""i;to*"sut¡MItrensv

Qt¿esliotL. As a growins oil consumer. India plavs arr incteasinslv imnortrnt role
in þlobal oil markãts. Hõwever, since Irrdia is ioË in the OECD."thev älso are not
formally party to oil crisis fespoìrse mechanisms. In vour view, shodld the United
States advocate for full Indian membership in the lrrtenratiolral Energy- Agency?

Ansrver. Noting lndia's gro"ving weight as a nrajol energv consumer (No. 2 in the
non-OECD worldl and as part of a broader USG effort to ii'rtegrate lndia into insti-
tutjons of global governanðe and multilateral cooperation, we ðontinue to encourage
India's growing cooperation with the International Energy Agency ûEA). At present,
there are sevelal prerequisites for IEA membership, such as OECD member.ship, ad-
herence to shaled IEA-principles and a requiremènt of g0 days of strategic þetro-
leum stocks {for emergency lesponse). We have been wolking with India o-n energy
secur:ity through the U.S.-lndia Enelgy Dialogue and other bilateral mechanism.s
and support India's Enhanced Engagement program with the OECD, with a view
toward eventual IEA membership for hldia. India should have a seât at the table
with the world's major consumers to coordinate on a possible collective response in
the event of a major oil supply disruption, exchange views on key energy dynamics,
and discuss energy security issues.

Question. Ttre Indian economy offers tremendous opportunities for IJ.S. trade and
investment in both conventional energy and ciean energy technologies. Yet, numer-
ous obstacles exist from pricing controls to local content requirenteits. Is the admin-
istration playing a role in spurring pricing leform in the õil and gas sector, which
allow investors are reasonable retuin on'investment? What is tliè administration
doing to encourage the liheralization of the Indian power markets? Plensc descrihe
locaÌ content retluirenrents in renewable energy, and the administration's position
on those rules.

Angwgr. Energy and climate change cooperation is a strategic pillar under the
U.S.-India-Strategic Diqlogue, and the Eneigy Dialogue is the-main bilateral plal-
form to advance our efforts to improve energ'y access, inÍïastructure development,
regulatory frameworks, and energy security. During Prime Minister Singh's ñovem-
ber 2009 visit to Washington, he and President Obama announced a ÌVlãmor¿rndum
of_Unders-tanding on clean energy, now knolvn as the U.S.-India Partnership to
Advance Clean Enelgy (PACE). PACE incorporates an ambitious energy agenda,
focused on bilateral cooperation on energy security, climate change, cleãrr energy
research, shale gas, and private sectol palticipirtion in India's energy sector.

f)epartment of Energy Deputv Secretary Põneman travelecl to lñilia in July 201 I
for the most recent meeting-ofthe Energy Dialogue. which inciuded senior-level tep-
resentatives from Indian Government ministries in the energy sector, includinEç
petroleunr and natural gas, anrl new and renewable enerpy. Both sides noted thir
importance_of appropriate policy and legulatory flrantewoiks irr inrproving energy
policies and energy Rccess. We have engaged wit,h nunlerous Indian Government
ministi'i_es, Þcludìng the Nlinistry ol Commerce and Industry and the lVlinistry of
Renewable Energy on local content requirements both during policy developnient
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and during policy implementâtion. U.S. companies, such as Azure Power Ltd. and
First Solar, are active players in India's solar market. India has become the largest
loan portfolio for the Overseas Private Investment Corporation and will soon becone
the largest portfolio for the Export-Import Bank, largeiy due to clean energy devel-
opment financing. The Export-Import Bank has financed 75 million dollars' worth
of soiar power generating projects in India and is considering loans worth an addi-
tional $500 million to support India's growing solar infrastructure. The U.S. Depart-
ment of Commerce fäcilitated expanded trade and commercial partnerships in clean
technology products through a November 2011 trade mission.

As India's solar industry matures, Indian regulators are revising their regulations
f'or the industry. If confirmed, I would work with the Itdian Government to ensur€
that India's regulations continue to allow access to products manufactured by U.S.
companies so that h-rdia can enjoy the best technologies at the lowest prices.

Questíon. India has the sought the support of the U.S Government in securing a
permanent seat on the Llnited Nations Security Council. Can you give us an update
on efforts between ihe U.S. and Indian Governments to promote greater cooperation
on U.N. and multilateral measures generally?

Answer. India has partnered with the United States at the U.N. antl other multi-
lateral fora on several key issues, including its support in February 2012 for a (ulti-
mately unsuccessful) Security Council resolution calling for an end to the current
violence in Syria. Moreover, India has joined the United States four times in sup-
port of International Atomic Energy Agency Board of Governors votes on Iran's nu-
clear program and has been a strong proponent of a Fissile Material Cut-Off Treaty
at the Conference lor Disarmament. Given India's stalus as a current member of
the U.N. Security Council, and its historic role ¿s one of the leading providers of
U.N. peacekeeping Íroops, we have welcomed fhe opportunity to increase our bilat-
eral exchanges on these issues, inclurling the Government of India's decision last
Nlarch to resume the bilateral IJ.S.-India Peacekeeping Joint Working Group. India
also participates with the United States in a wide range of East Asian multilateral
forunrs, including the ASEAN Regional Forum and the East Asia sunrmit, where In-
dian Prime lVlinister Singh met with President Obama last fall. Consisten.t with the
adninistration's foreign policy "pivot" to Asia, we look fonvard to continuing to con-
sult with India closely on issues affecting the Asia-Pacific region and the globe.

Qtrcstíon. The United States and India have pledged to work together to share
knowledge and technology as part of an "Evergreen Revolution" to extend food secu-
rity in Indiâ as well as to countries in Africa. This partnership includes plarls to
increase agricultural produclivity, reduce trade barriers, and develop long-term sus-
tainable economic development. Can you give us an update on these efforts and de-
scribe what further steps can be taken to achieve food security for the greatest num-
ber of people?

Answer. As one of our strategic partnership countries, India is actively engaged
in our food security efforts, and is itselfa driver ofglobal solutions in foocl security.
Thlough the Partnership ftrr an Evergleen Revolution, the United States and Indi¿r
are working together to leverage expertise to enhance weather and climate fore-
casting for agriculture, improve food processing and farm-to-market links, and part-
ner for global food security in Africa.

As a key regional player, India is an active partner in our efforts to make sus-
tained and accountahle conrnritments to fight against global hunger, addl'ess the
longel term challenges ofglobal food security, and build firture nrarkets. USAID is
currently transforming its lelationship in India to highlight Indian innovations
which may have global applications. On his recent trip, USAID Administrator Raj
Shah launched the Confederation of Indian Industries (CIi)-Food and Agriculture
Center of Excellence (FACE) event which aims to develop a partnership strategy for
expanding rural business hubs to eastern India, and then to Africa. Developing the
30 hubs in eastern India and promoting the adoption of agrobusiness hubs for agi'i-
culture growth globally, including in Africa, will expand innovations in post-harvest
technologies and establish greater foori safety/security standalds. If confirmed, I rvill
support private sector partnelships such as the CII-FACE initiative, which will play
a catalytic role in transf'erring innovations to improve food secrrrity in India and
Africa. The U.S. Governnrent and the Govel'nment of lndia are ctilrently exploring
opportunities to train African participants from Kenya, Liberia, and lVlalawi at In-
dian universities and research and technical institutes in mutually agreed capacity
building programs. I believe Indian private sector and civil society hold great prom-
ise in advancing innovations and leveraging resources which can improve develop-
merìt outcomes.
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Qtæstiotz. How can the United States play a constructive role in the India Paki-
stan dialogue? As Ambassador, what could you do to incl.ease cooperation in the
areas ofseculify and intelligence sharing botÑeen the United States ãnd India?

Answer. The United States has always welconled dialoeue and better.relations be-
tween India and Pakistan. The pace. "sctlpe, arrd charaðter of the dialogue are for
Indian and Pakistani leaders to decide.

We applaud the dialogrre t¡etween India and Pakistan on bilateral issues, includ-
ing on expanding economic contacts. The latest rounds of dialogue have produced
concrete steps to improve relations in ways that will directly benefit the Inilian and
Pakistani people, particularly on easing barriers to trade and commerce. It is our
hopc that this proccss ofnormalizution in both directions, including the eventual ex-
tension of nlost-favored-natìon status bv Pakistan and the reductioñ of nontariff bar-
riers by India. rvill lead to exparrded economic opportunity and scabilitv for both
countries that also could serve as a much-needed catalyst for regional integration.

lVith respect to security cooperation !fiih Indiâ, hontelantl secur-ity und counter-
terrorism cooperation are areas where our partnership with India rlow operates ât
unprecedelìt€ä levels. If confirmed. I will continue to èncourage a close, piroductive,
and coùperåtive relationship with India in fhese areas that incl¿des regúlãr and fre-
quent exchânges ofl information. We are committed to providing Indiã lult support
in ong-oing counterterrorism investigations, through continued exchanges between
designated agencies and by bringing the perpetrators of the 2008 l\lunrbai telrorism
attack to justice, which killed Americani along with citizens of manv other coun-
tries. We remain deeply concerned about the potential of another terrôl'ist attack-
in India, the United States, and elsewhere ln the world-and are working very
closely with our Indian ar-rd Pakistani colteagues to prevent such an incident. -

Questíon. What sleps is the administration taking to pressure the Pakistan Gov-
ernment to bring those responsible fol the November 2008 lVlumbai terrorist. attacks
to justice? What further steps lvould you suggest be taken?

Answer. We continue to press Pakistan to bring those responsible flor the 2008
Mumbai attacks-which claimed the lives of six Americans anrons the scores of in-
nocent victims-to justice. Nloreover, we have stressed to Pakistaäi authorities the
dangers of Lashkar-e-Taiba lLeT) and the importance of efforts to rlisrupt the
group's activities- We also remain concerned about the potential of another terrorist
attack-ir-r India, the United States, or elsewhere in [he world-and âre working
closely with our Indian and Pakistani colleagues to prevent such an incident. We
have a close, productive, and cooperative relationihip with India on counter-
terrorism that includes regular and flequent exchânges ofinfornration. We are com-
mitted to ploviding full cdoperation and support in õngoing countertemorism invés-
tigations. through continued exchanges of infornratiorr betweerr elesigtrated agencies
?nd_ by bringing the perpetrators of the 2008 Mumbai terror attack to justice. Home-
land security and counterterrorism_croperation are areas where our partnership
rvith India oþerates at unprecedented lev'els.

Question. The Indian Government has traditionally been slow to open its doors
to foreign investment. How can we advance the ability of U.S. compai-ries to invest
in India?_There are legulations now permitting foreign single brand retailers to op-
erate in India. How can we further discussionð with lndia'io allow a broader range
of¡etail industries to fully operate in India?

Answer. We encourage India to have an open and welcoming environnlent to for-
eign investnrerrt irrcluding investnlent. fronl the United States. We are always look-
ing for new ways to support U.S. businesses overseas and facilitate opportürities
foi investnrent that Indiã needs to support its development goals, paitìcularly in
'infrastructure. Though businesses interested in investinþ in India do face some ihal-
lenges. we are encoulaged by the Indian Governnrent's intention kl liberaiize invest-
ment into some sectors, including retail. One mechalrism we have to directl.y ad-
vance the ability for U.S. companies t<¡ rio business or have a level playing- field
when they invest in India is continued negotiations on and completior-r of a bilateral
investment treaty (BIT). A BIT rvoulcl deepen oul economic relãtionship with Inclia
and provide inrpórtant protections to inveÄtors of each country. If condrmed, I will
encolrrage Ind'ia fo coniinue n1âking progress on economic liheralizaiinn, which sÛp-
ports jobs and growth in both our countries.

Questíott. We have had on-and-off negotiations with India on a bi.lateral invest-
ment treaty. How would completion of such a treaty advance the ability of U.S. com-
patìies and enterprises to invest in India?

Answer. We had very positive Bilateral Investment Treatv (BIT) technical discus-
sions with our lVlinistry of Finance anri lVlinistry of Commerce counterparts last
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October, and are looking forwarcl to the next round of discussions being scheduled
for this spring. High-standard BITs like that which we hope to conclude wiih India
can encourage investment by improving investnent climates, promoting economic
reforms. and strengthening the rule of law. Completion of the BIT could provide in-
vestors in India and the United States increased market access; protections that
guard against discrinrinatory, arbitrary, or otherwise harmful lreatment of invest-
ments; and legal remedies for breaches of the treaty. If confirmed, I will encourage
continued, robust engiìgement to work together to conclude a BIT that will support
our efforts to promote economic gtowth ánd job creation, and to advance our stra-
tegic engagement with lndia.

Question. In India there is a large community of exiled Tibetans, led by the Daiai
Lama and the new democratically elected Kalon Tripa (whom the Tibetans reler to
as their Prime l\Iinister), which' has been hosted by the Indian Government for
many years and which receives some funding from the United States. Will you in-
clude this programmatic assistance in your oversight of U.S. programs in India, and
will you meet with His Holiness Dal¿i Lama and the Kalon Tripa to discuss issues
of mätrral concern?

Answer. lVe appreciate the fact that India for manv years has provided a weìcome
reception for re?,igees from Tibet. The State Depaitrirent, throìrgh the Bureau of
Population, Refugees, and Migration (PRlVl), oversees U.S. assistance to the Tibetan
refugee population in India and Nepal. In India, support has centeretl at'ound hu-
manitarian assistance for Tibetan refugees in the area of new refugee arrivals,
health, and education. PRM also funds two Tibetan Refugee Reception Centers iu
New Delhi, and Dharanrsala, as rvell as a tl'ansit center in Kathnrandu, through
regular contributions to the Tibet Fund ($2.3 million in FYll). The USG is in the
process of increasing supporl for Tibetan settlements in India and Nepal through
a IJSAID-funded grant to support organic agriculture and livelihood development.
The U.S. nrission to India supports the Tibetan Scholarship Prog'ram through a con-
gressionally mandated grant to the Tibet Fund. lVlission lndia has been and wili re-
main invoived in supporting this assistance.

Like previous Ambassadors to India, if confirmed, I plan to continue the tradition
of engagement on Tibetan refugee issues, including meeting with His Holiness, the
Dalai Lama, as â11 intenrationally recognized religious leadel and Nobel Laureate,
and recipient of the Corrgressional Gold Medal.

Questiott,. What high-level exchanges have occurred between our governntents re-
garding the status of liability protections for U.S. nuclear exporters to India? What
further steps would you suggest fo encourage greater cooperation on this issue? And
more broadly, what is currerrt state oÊour energy dialogue rvith New Delhi?

Answer. Completing our civil nuclear cooperation pai'tnership is centlal to both
our nations' long-term prosperity and India's future energy security. Senior execu-
tive branch officials from State, Energy, Conmerce, and the White House have
raised our concerns with their counterpãrts in the Indian Government over the past
year. Prime Nlinister Singh agreed last November to host a delegation of tJ.S. offi-
cials and private cornpanies to discuss our concerns and to find a way ahead "withir-r
the four corners" of Indian law. We heald cleally in this fil"st meeting India's conr-
mitnrent to ensurirrg a level playing field for U.S. comparries, rvhich was reiterated
during Foreign Secretary lVlathai's early-February visit to lVashington. Our compa-
nies are interested in continuing our discussions on liability as well as in making
tangible progress on comnrercial arrarìgements this vear. If confirmed, I will con-
tinüe our'en$agement at all levels on th'is matter-pofitical, legaJ, and comnrelcial-
and believe we will make measurable progress this year.

RnspoNses oF HoN. NANC:v J. Powell ro QL¡EsrroNs Suelrlrrso sy
SeN¡roR RoeeR'r P. C¡sny, Jn.

Question. Although international convenlions place liability for nuclear accidents
soleiy with the operators of ¡ruclear reactors, current Indian law would also make
suppliers potentiãlly liable. American companies like Westinghouse that wish to
provide peaceful nuclear technology to India could be he.ld at unreason¿trle liability
leveis, and maintain that they can not bid on Indian nuclear contrâcts until the li-
ability law is charrged. Nleanwhile, Frerrch and Russian companies, which nright not
have the same reservations with respect to the liability law, are aggressively pur-
suing this market.

. Based on. the Unit€d States assessment of the Indian political situation, horv
possible is a change in Indian liability law?
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. As Ambassador, what specific steps will yeiu take to ensure that U.S. companies
are able lo compete for this critical market?

Answer. Completing our civil nuclear cooperation partnership is central to both
our nations' lo,qg-term prosperity and India's luture ètrergy security. Senior execu-
tive trranch officials from State, Energy, Commerce, and' the lVhite Hcluse have
raised our concerns with their counterparts in the Indian Government over the past
year. Plinre lVlinister Singh agreed last Novenrber to host a delegation of U.S.'offi-
cials and private companies to discuss our civil nuclear coopelation ¿nd to fìnd a
way ahead "within the four corners" of Indian law. lVe heárd clearly in the first
meeting of this group India's commitment to ensuring a level playing fìeld for U.S.
colrpanies. hxlian Fo_reign Secretary lVlathai reiterated thii iluring his early-
February visit to Washington. declaring at Center for" Strategic and Inter-natìonâl
Studies, that American fir'nrs will be provided a level playing field, and the lndian
Governmer-rt is prepared to address specific concerns within the framewor.k of the
law. lVe have lentained engaged and rnust now lake placl,ictrl sleps [u atlvance our
cooperation with Foreign Secretary Nlathai. Oul conrpanies are interested in con-
tinuing our discussions on liability as s,ell as in making tangible progress on com-
mercial arrangements this year. If confirmecl, I will continue our engagement at all
levels on this matter-political, legal, and commercial.

Qtrcsliort. Despite mounting intenrational support for isolating the lranian regime,
India continues to not cooperâte fully irr sanctioning Iran. Wlile it has taken Àteps
to diminish its financial arrd energy ties with lran, it continues to do a limitèd
amount of business with the ooìlntry-.

. What is the United States doing to translate India's stated opposition to a nu-
clear'-alned h'an inbo cottulcLe acLiurr airrerl aL prevell,irrg lhi i'egime's ¿rcquisi-
tion of a nucleâ.r weapon?

. As Ambassador, how will you work to increase India's commitment to isolating
the Iranian reginìe? What specific steps will you encourage lndia to undel.tûké
in the near ternì to demonstraie this commitment?

Answer. India is very cogïizant of the significant regional inrplications tha! would
result, fi'om Iran acquiring a nuclear weapõn, and Priñre ñlinisier Singh has stared
on multiple occasions that an Irarrian nuClear weâpons progra¡r would be unãccept-
able to [ndia. Moreover, India has voted four tinrãs rviih ihe United States in dhe
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board of Governors on lran's nucleâr
pt'ogÌanì and consistently has called on Iran to firìfìll its international obligations
as a nonnuclear weapon state under the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty anã com-
ply wi¿h EU and LINSC resolutir¡ns. If confirmed. I will work closely with my coun-
terpa*s in India to ensure that our governments continue to send a strong message
to lran that its behavior is unacceptable and carries serious consequences. Already,
Indian companies have, to the best of our knowledge, ceased activities such as seil-
ing refined petroleunr products to Iran. However, lianian oil continues to represent
a significant-though steadily declining-share of Indian oil intports. Ifl confirmed,
I want to work closely with Indian officials to identi& and enòourage alternative
sources of imported oil ihat also will help to ensure India's energy security for the
future.

Qtæslion. Despite the high demand for physicians in manv areas of the United
States, lrrdian physicians have encourrteretl difliculty in obtaining their J-l visas to
entel the Uniteci States. Hospitals in unclerserved areas rlf'Pennsylvania have bene-
fìted greatly from their experie,nce with visiting Indian physicians". but undue delays
in issuing visas hâve prevented some physicians from entering the country.

. Whåt ste.ps is the United States taking to improve the efliciency of the J-1 visa
prt-rcess_,for foreign physicians, particularly th.ose with agreements to wor.k in
lVledically Un derserved Areas?

. As Ambassador, how will you work to ensure that Indian physicians with the
required licenses and certificates are able to obtain visas ¡¡nd-enter the United
States in a timely nranner?
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Currently, Consular Team fndia works diligently to flacilitate all legitimate travel
to the United States. We have not experienced any siglificant delays in issuing
J-1 visas to Indian physicians wiùh the appropriate licenses, certificates, and docu-
ments. We anticipate strong future growth in visa demand in India and will con-
tinue to focus on leveraging our reeources and expertise to maintain our short
appoinüment wait times, currently less than 10 days across the country, and efñ-
cient handling, with 9? percent of cases processed by the next business day.
Although we recommend that everyone apply early, any visa applicant who urgently
needs to traveì can request an expedited visa appointment.




