Nnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 1, 2020

Ambassador Robert Lighthizer

Office of the United States Trade Representative
600 17" Street NW

Washington, DC 20508

Dear Ambassador Lighthizer,

As we look to advance our initiative for a free and open Indo-Pacific, we believe that
now is the time to establish trade agreements with like-minded countries in the region. Given
their record as a longstanding economic partner and security ally, we highly encourage you to
begin the formal process of negotiating a comprehensive trade agreement with Taiwan.

As our 11" Jargest trading partner, with $76 billion in total goods exchanged during 2018
and $18.5 billion of trade in services, Taiwan has demonstrated their capacity to hold a strong
economic partnership with the United States. Along with a robust trading profile of goods and
services, Taiwan supports an estimated 208,000 American jobs — a number that will only
increase with a comprehensive bilateral trade agreement.

In addition to supplementing U.S. goods and services, Taiwan is a reliable partner in
many of our industries. This is not only critical for diversifying our supply chains, but essential
to reducing our reliance on other countries such as China who seek to leverage supply chain
inefficiencies in their path to regional and global dominance. This diversification of our supply
chain is critical to our national security.

While there are challenges to establishing an agreement with Taiwan, such as reaching an
agreement on agricultural standards, we are confident that progress can be made. Taiwan has
already taken steps to further these conversations by announcing their intent to lift their
restrictions on U.S. pork and beef products. Once implemented, this change will greatly increase
accessibility for our farmers and ranchers to do business in Taiwan, and in light of this important
development, we should now substantively move forward on negotiations for a comprehensive
bilateral trade agreement with Taiwan.

A free and open Indo-Pacific is a goal that we need to actively work towards by
countering China’s use of unfair trading practices and other policies to advance its economic
dominance in the region. An agreement with Taiwan would help us accomplish this goal by
building a network of like-minded governments dedicated to fair competition and open markets
free from government manipulation and would serve as a signal to other nations that Taiwan is a
viable partner that is open for business.

We are confident that a U.S.-Taiwan trade agreement would promote security and
economic growth for the United States, Taiwan and the Indo-Pacific as a whole. We urge the
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administration to prioritize a comprehensive trade agreement with Taiwan, and we look

forward to working with you to secure this framework.

C ol Frrciagte

ames M. Inhofe
United States Senator

Sy

Janies E_Risch

United States Senator

Qol Fpasar

Jo arrasso M.D.
United States Senator

Ko, /%t

Roy Blunt
United States Senator

%:4./(, M
Mike Braun
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Sincerely,

Robert Menendéz -y
United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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United States Senator
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