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To designate the Bahamas under section 244 of the Immigration and Nation-

My,

To

b A W N

ality Act to provide temporary protected status under such seetion to
eligible nationals of the Bahamas.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

MENENDEZ (for himsell, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
MARKEY, Mr. BLUMENTIIAL, Mr. BRowN, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. (ILLI-
BRAND, Ms. WARREN, Ms. IIARRIS, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. JONES, Ms.
HTRONO, Mr. LEAIy, Mr. VAN HoOLLEN, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Mr.
CARDIN) introduced the following hill; which was read twice and referred
to the Committee on

A BILL

designate the Bahamas under section 244 of the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act to provide temporary pro-
tected status under such section to eligible nationals
of the Bahamas.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Iouse of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Bahamas Temporary

Protected Status Aet of 20197,
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Congross makes the following findings:

(1) On September 1, 2019, Hurricane Dorian

made landfall in the Bahamas as a category 5 hurri-

eatie with sustamed winds over 180 miles per hour..

(2) Between September 1, 2019, and Sep-

tember 3, 2019, the islands of the Bahamas and the

Baliamian people were subjected to burricane-forcee
winds, heavy rains, and extensive flooding that de-

stroyed eritieal infrastencture, decimated houses and

property, and claimed the lives of at least 50 individ-

uals.,

(3} The Imternational Federation of thie Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies stated thaf more
than 60,000 individuals in the Bahamas lack aceess
to clean drinking water as a result of the devastdtion
eansed by Hurrieane Dorian.

(4) The World Food Programme indicates that
more than 60,000 individuals in the Bahamas will
require food relief as a result of the destruction
cansed by Hnrricane Dorian,

(5) The Secrétary of Homeland Seenrity may,
under section 244 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act (8 U.B.CI. 1254a), designate a foreign state
that has expericnced an envirommental disaster so as

to provide teraporary pretected status in the United
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States to eligible natiohals of such foreign state who
cannot retiarn safely to their homeland.
3. DESIGNATION FOR PURPOSES OF GRANTING TEM-
PORARY PROTECTED STATUS.
(a) DESIGNATION ~—
(1) IN GENERAL—For purposcs of section 244
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.8.C.
1254a), the Bahamas shall be freated as if it liad

heen designated nnder subséetion (b){1)(13) of that

section, subject to the provisions of this section.

(2) PERIOD OF DESIGNATION.—The initial po-

riod of the designation referred to in paragraph (1)

shall be for the 18-montli period beginning on the
date of the enagtnient of this Act.

As a result of the designa-

(b) ALiENS ELIGIBLA.

made under snbsection (a), an alien who is a national

of the Bahamas s considered to satisfy the requirements

underparagraph (1) of section 244(c) of the Immigration

and Nationality Act (8 U.8.C. 1254a(¢)), subject to para-

oraph {3) of such section, if the alien—

(1) has been continuously physically present in
the United States sinee the date of the enactment of
thig Act; |

(2) iy admissible as an immigrant, cxeept as

otheérwige provided in paragraph. (2)(A) of such see-
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tion, and 1s not ineligible for temporary proteeted
status under paragraph (2)(B) of such section; and

(3) registers for temporary proteeted status. in
a4 manner dstablished by the Seeretary of Homeland
Security.

(¢) CONSENT 10 TRAVEL ABROAD.—

(1) IX @uNERAL—The Secretary of Homeland
Security shall give prior consent to travel abroad, in
accordance with seetion 244(f)(3) of the Imunigra-
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.B.C. 1254a(f)(3)), to
an alien who is granted fenmporary protected status
pursuant to the designation made under subsection
(a) if the alien establishes. to the satisfaction of the
Secretary of ITomeland Sceurity that emergency and

extenuating circumstances beyond the ‘control of the

dalien require the alien to depart for a brief, tem-

porary trip abroad.

(2) TREATMENT UPON RETURN.—AnN alien. re-
turning to the United States o accordance with an
authorization desaibed in _pzu'ag'ra.p_l'l (1) shall be
treated as any other retwining alien provided ters-
porary protected stdatus under section 244 of the Im-

miigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1254a).
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