MAnited States Denate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 31, 2015

Mr. Josef Blatter

President, Fédération Internationale de Football Association (FIFA)
FIFA-Strasse 20 P.O. Box

CH-8044 Zurich

Switzerland

Dear Mr. Blatter:

Given Russia’s ongoing violations of the territorial integrity of Ukraine, we respectfully request
that you convene an Extraordinary Congress of FIFA to consider stripping Russia of the
privilege of hosting the 2018 FIFA World Cup. Allowing Russia to host the FIFA World Cup
inappropriately bolsters the prestige of the Putin regime at a time when it should be condemned
and provides economic relief at a time when much of the international community is imposing
economic sanctions.

As you know, nearly a full year has passed since unmarked Russian troops and Russian-backed
separatists began their dismemberment of Ukraine. Since then, more than 40 countries, all FIFA
members, have implemented sanctions on Russia in an effort to end the conflict. It is
unacceptable that while nearly half of the 2014 World Cup participants have joined the
international sanctions regime to counter Russian aggression, FIFA would not even consider
allowing its members to vote on moving the 2018 competition to a country that respects the
shared principles of FIFA and international law.

With the goal of ending the crisis in Ukraine and ensuring a successful 2018 World Cup, we
strongly encourage FIFA to deny the Putin regime the privilege of hosting the 2018 World Cup
and make preparations for an alternate host country.

Sincerely,

Rdébert Menendez v -
United States Senator United States Senator

Richard J. Durbin David Perdue
United States Senator United States Senator
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United States Senator
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Claire McCaskill
United States Senator
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Lindsey Graham
United States Senator
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Patrick J. Toomey ¢
United States Senator

Mark Kirk
United States Senator
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John Cérmyn
United States Senator
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ited States Senator
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Marco Rubio
United States Senator




