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NOMINATIONS 

THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2026 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room SD– 

419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Bill Hagerty presiding. 
Present: Senators Hagerty [presiding], Scott, Cornyn, and Kaine. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BILL HAGERTY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE 

Senator HAGERTY. I want to welcome everybody here today. 
This morning we are going to consider the nominations of several 

very distinguished candidates. First, Ms. Barbera Thornhill, nomi-
nated to be Director of the State Department’s Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking in Persons, with the rank of Ambassador 
at Large; Mr. Stanley Brown, our nominee to be U.S. Ambassador 
to Equatorial Guinea; Mr. Keith Noreika, nominee to be U.S. Am-
bassador to Lithuania; Mr. Joseph Burkhalter, our nominee to be 
U.S. Ambassador to Moldova; and Hon. John Hurley, nominee to 
be U.S. Ambassador to the Organization for Economic Cooperation 
and Development. 

I just want to get to some ground rules as we begin the hearing 
today. I want everybody to know that we have some very important 
work to do here and very little time to get that accomplished. And 
as a result we are not going to tolerate any disruptions whatsoever 
of this committee. If anyone does choose to interrupt these pro-
ceedings I want you to know that you will be removed promptly, 
and you will be barred from attending any committee hearings for 
the next 12 months. I appreciate your understanding, and I look 
forward to a successful hearing. 

Right now what I would like to do is organize some introductions 
for today’s nominees, and I am going to start with my friend and 
colleague, Senator Cornyn, who is going to introduce Under Sec-
retary Hurley. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN CORNYN, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEXAS 

Senator CORNYN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and Senator Kaine, 
good to see you. 

Thanks for holding this hearing, and it is my pleasure to intro-
duce John Hurley, somebody I have known for a number of years. 
I actually met John through his father. Al Hurley was an esteemed 
military historian and professor in academia who became President 
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of the University of North Texas and eventually Chancellor of the 
entire UNT system, and was called an ‘‘unsung hero of higher edu-
cation’’ by the Dallas Morning News. 

And the apple does not fall far from the tree. From the first time 
John’s and my paths crossed I knew this was somebody that I had 
great respect and admiration for and who loved our country and 
wanted to make it a better place for all. 

John graduated with honors from his father’s alma mater, 
Princeton, and he led the campus newspaper, The Daily 
Princetonian. Following graduation he served in the U.S. Army and 
was awarded the Bronze Star during the first Gulf War. He later 
earned his MBA from Stanford before embarking on what would 
become an exceedingly successful tenure in the private sector. 

He was also a participant on several nonprofit boards and fo-
cused on national security and economic policy. In 2019 President 
Trump appointed John to serve on his Intelligence Advisory Board, 
where he offered the President and some of us in Congress sage 
counsel on matters of national security. 

Most recently, John served as Under Secretary for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence within the Treasury Department. In this 
role, he was tireless in working to safeguard our nation’s financial 
systems from malign foreign interference and to counter illicit fi-
nancing of terrorist networks and criminal groups. Thanks in no 
small part to his efforts, the United States has imposed sanctions 
on drug cartels in Mexico and across Latin America, to defund and 
dismantle narcotrafficking operations that have killed hundreds of 
thousands of innocent Americans. 

Suffice it to say, John has worn many hats in service to our coun-
try and is uniquely qualified for this new job, to represent America 
on the world stage through the Organization for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development. The OECD plays an essential role in up-
holding the principles of a market based economy to unleash pros-
perity for nearly 40 democracies around the globe. 

I have no doubt that John’s skill, sound judgment, and shrewd 
understanding of free markets and financial systems will serve him 
well in this new position. So I look forward to supporting his nomi-
nation, both here in the committee and on the floor, and I would 
encourage all of my colleagues to do the same. Thank you. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Senator Cornyn. 
And Senator Cotton had planned to be here to introduce Mr. 

Keith Noreika, our candidate for Ambassador to Lithuania. He is 
unable to do so, so he has asked me if I might read his introduction 
into the record. So if you will bear with me I will do my very best. 
I will not have the charm and the appeal of Senator Cotton, but 
I will do my very best to do him justice. 

‘‘In all the years I have known him, Keith has been a man of ad-
mirable integrity, character, and professionalism. An accomplished 
lawyer, Keith currently works as a Senior Advisor at Patomak 
Global Partners, where he spearheads projects related to the U.S. 
banking industry. Before working at Patomak, Keith was a partner 
at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett, where he was a lead lawyer in the 
financial institution’s regulatory practice at the firm. 

‘‘During the previous Trump administration Keith served as the 
Acting Comptroller at the Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
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rency. As Acting Comptroller, Keith led the 4,000 person inde-
pendent agency toward increasing accountability, efficiency, and 
the ability to serve community credit and banking needs. 

‘‘Keith not only has an impressive professional track record but 
also has been recognized by Chambers USA as a leader in his field 
since 2014. 

‘‘These are among many reasons I am proud to support Keith 
Noreika’s nomination to be the next U.S. Ambassador to the Re-
public of Lithuania. I encourage my colleagues to do so, as well. 
Thank you.’’ 

Prepared Statement of Hon. Tom Cotton, 
U.S. Senator from Arkansas 

I’m pleased to submit this statement to the Committee on behalf of President 
Trump’s nominee to be the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Lithuania, my long-
time colleague and friend, Keith Noreika. 

In all the years I’ve known him, Keith has been a man of admirable integrity, 
character, and professionalism. 

An accomplished lawyer, Keith currently works as a senior advisor at Patomak 
Global Partners, where he spearheads projects related to the U.S. banking industry. 
Before working at Patomak, Keith was a partner at Simpson Thacher & Bartlett 
LLP, where he was a lead lawyer in the financial institutions regulatory practice 
at the firm. 

During the previous Trump administration, Keith served as the Acting Comp-
troller at the Office of the Comptroller of the Currency. As Acting Comptroller, 
Keith led the 4,000-person independent agency toward increasing accountability, ef-
ficiency, and the ability to serve community credit and banking needs. 

Keith not only has an impressive professional track record but has also been rec-
ognized by Chambers USA as a leader in his field since 2014. 

These are among the many reasons I’m proud to support Keith Noreika’s nomina-
tion to be the next U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Lithuania. I encourage my 
colleagues to do so as well. 

Thank you. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. BILL HAGERTY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE 

Senator HAGERTY. And now I will take the opportunity to make 
some introductions myself of two long time friends and two wonder-
ful candidates today. First I am going to start with my friend, 
Barbera Thornhill. Barbera is President Trump’s nominee to serve 
as Ambassador at Large and Director of the State Department’s Of-
fice to Monitor and Combat Trafficking. 

Barbera, your nomination comes at a critical time in our nation’s 
efforts to combat human trafficking around the world. Trafficking 
exploits the vulnerable, it destroys families, and it undermines the 
rule of law. The United States must continue to lead the fight to 
hold traffickers accountable, to support survivors, and to work with 
partners to eradicate modern day slavery. Barbera Thornhill brings 
the judgment, the compassion, and the leadership necessary to 
drive this mission. 

Barbera has built a successful career as a business executive, as 
a civic leader, and a philanthropist in Los Angeles. She serves as 
President of Impact Design, and has been deeply engaged in civic 
and cultural institutions. Notably, much of Barbera’s philanthropic 
work is focused on protecting and supporting vulnerable children. 
As Secretary of the Board of the Children’s Institute of Los Ange-
les, she helped to lead successful fundraising initiatives to support 
services for children and families impacted by family and commu-
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nity violence. She also served as President of The Colleagues, an 
organization of women that has raised millions of dollars for more 
than 25 years to support the work of Children’s Institute. 

Through these roles, Barbera has demonstrated a longstanding 
commitment to helping those in need, to strengthening commu-
nities, and to supporting children and families facing extraor-
dinarily difficult circumstances. 

These are the qualities and experience that we need in the State 
Department’s next Director of the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking. I am confident that Barbera will excel in this role in 
ways that advance U.S. national security and will protect the vul-
nerable. I want to urge all of my colleagues to support her nomina-
tion. 

Now let me turn to my good friend, John Hurley, the nominee 
to be our Ambassador to the OECD. I have known John for nearly 
a decade, and in that time I have come to know him and hold him 
in the highest regard. The OECD plays a critical role in shaping 
global economic policy among many of the world’s most advanced 
economies. At a time of intensifying economic competition, the 
United States needs a strong voice at the OECD who understands 
markets, understands national security, and the importance of ad-
vancing policies that strengthen American competitiveness. 

John is exactly the type of leader we need in this role. His love 
of country and sense of duty began early. After graduating with 
honors from Princeton, John served 5 years in the U.S. Army. His 
service included a deployment for the first Gulf War in the First 
Cavalry Division, where he was awarded the Bronze Star. 

He also built a highly successful private sector career including 
as an analyst and portfolio manager at Fidelity Investments, as a 
managing partner at Bowman Capital, and then as managing part-
ner of Cavalry Asset Management. Most recently, John served as 
Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Financial Intel-
ligence. There he helped protect our financial system from abuse by 
bad actors and advanced U.S. national security interests through 
economic statecraft. 

This is only some of John’s deep national security experience. 
During President Trump’s first term, John served on the Presi-
dent’s Intelligence Advisory Board. He also served on several non-
profit boards focused on national security and economic policy. 

Over the years, John has been a great resource and partner for 
my own thinking across a broad range of policy issues. I have al-
ways appreciated his perspective, his judgment, and his deep un-
derstanding of both economic and national security challenges. 

The United States needs an ambassador to the OECD who will 
promote our economic interests while defending free and fair com-
petition, and John Hurley is exactly that person. And therefore, I 
am going to urge this Committee again to move swiftly in support 
of his nomination. 

And before we turn to my colleague, Senator Kaine, and his 
opening statement, I would like to begin by thanking all of you for 
your willingness to serve the United States in these important 
roles. From Washington to posts around the world, your work will 
be central to advancing America’s priorities, strengthening our 
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partnerships, and ensuring U.S. diplomacy produces results for the 
American people. 

Ms. Thornhill, if you are confirmed as Director of the Office to 
Monitor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, you will lead U.S. ef-
forts to prevent human trafficking, to protect victims, to prosecute 
traffickers, and work with foreign governments to strengthen the 
global fight against modern slavery. 

Mr. Brown, as U.S. Ambassador to Equatorial Guinea, you would 
be responsible for advancing American interests, strengthening bi-
lateral ties, promoting good governance and human rights, and 
supporting regional stability and economic opportunity in Central 
Africa. 

Mr. Noreika, as U.S. Ambassador to Lithuania, you would rep-
resent the United States to an ally that has answered President 
Trump’s call for greater burden sharing. With Lithuania commit-
ting 5.5 percent of its GDP to defense, your role will be to build 
on that strong foundation and further strengthen this vital part-
nership. 

Mr. Burkhalter, as U.S. Ambassador to Moldova you would rep-
resent the United States in a country facing intense pressure from 
Russia while securing its energy independence. In deepening the 
country’s ties with the West, your role will be to support Moldova’s 
resilience while advancing strong U.S.-Moldova partnerships. 

And Under Secretary Hurley, as Ambassador to the OECD you 
would represent the United States in a forum central to advancing 
pro-growth economic policy, strengthening cooperation among mar-
ket democracies, and ensuring international standards that reflect 
our interests and our values. 

I look forward to a productive hearing this morning. 
Senator Kaine, I am going to turn it over to you for your opening 

remarks. 

STATEMENT OF HON. TIM KAINE, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM VIRGINIA 

Senator KAINE. Thank you, Senator Hagerty, and congratulations 
to the nominees. You all are doubly fortunate. You are fortunate 
because you have been nominated to represent the United States 
in really important positions, and I look forward to your testimony 
and the back and forth dialogue today. You are doubly fortunate 
because the Senate went on recess last night, and instead of facing 
withering cross-examination from 21 Senators on this committee, 
virtually everyone has gone home to begin the July 4th recess. And 
I want to thank my colleague, Senator Hagerty, also a friend, for 
saying we should do this hearing because if we wait until the re-
cess is over it just backs up your being able to continue forward 
to your posts, and they are important posts. So I want to thank 
Senator Hagerty for taking the chairmanship of this hearing. 

I was, as you can tell by my attire, I was planning on attending, 
but I was not planning on being the Ranking Member. And they 
pulled me out of the SCIF where I was doing Armed Services work 
in classified to come over so that we could get started. 

Senator HAGERTY. Well, thank you for joining us, Senator Kaine, 
and thank you for helping us advance this. 
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Senator KAINE. These are very important posts. I do not have 
much to add to what Senator Hagerty says. Those of you who know 
the Senator that he takes this very seriously, not only as a Sen-
ator, member of the committee, but as a Senate confirmed Ambas-
sador to Japan, and knows better than anybody in the body how 
critical it is that we have confirmed public servants in these posts. 
So we will have a good dialogue today, I am sure, about a number 
of issues, and I am glad that we could keep this hearing going for-
ward so that we can hopefully move expeditiously once the hearing 
is done. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Senator Kaine. And I am going to 
move on to the opening statements from our panelists. If you 
would, please try to keep your statements to within 5 minutes. 

I am going to start with you, Barbera Thornhill. 

STATEMENT OF BARBERA THORNHILL, OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
TO BE DIRECTOR OF THE OFFICE TO MONITOR AND COM-
BAT TRAFFICKING, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR AT 
LARGE 

Ms. THORNHILL. Acting Chairman Hagerty and distinguished 
members of the committee, thank you for considering my nomina-
tion to be the U.S. Ambassador at Large to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons. I am honored by President Trump’s nomina-
tion and grateful for Secretary Rubio’s work to lead the Depart-
ment’s anti-trafficking efforts. 

If I may, I would like to introduce my family and friends with 
me here today. My son, Hale Thornhill-Wilson, and his partner, 
Emma Evans; my cousins Fred and Fabian Thornhill; and my long-
time assistant, Evelyn Mangilet. 

Let me share a little about my background. I come from a loving 
family in North Carolina long known for its involvement in 
healthcare and charitable work. My mother, a pediatrician, was 
one of the first women to go to Duke Medical School, and my fa-
ther, an ENT, invented the procedure known as ‘‘stapedectomy,’’ an 
operation that led to the Cochlear implant, a device that has 
helped millions of people hear again. But more than his skill as a 
surgeon, it was my father’s commitment to treating underserved 
people and providing them with blessings that we so often take for 
granted that inspires me even now and motivates me every day. 

I had the honor to live and work with Mother Teresa and the Sis-
ters of Charity in Calcutta in 1994, lending an American heart and 
hands to their important work with children in orphanages, ailing 
homebound families, and to the destitute and dying in the hospice 
known as the ‘‘Home of the Pure Heart.’’ 

In the United States I worked extensively with Scouts BSA, for-
merly known as the Boy Scouts of America, that has provided lead-
ership and mentored youths to help them climb the ladder of per-
sonal achievement and prepare them for life struggles and chal-
lenges. This program has changed over 20,000 underprivileged ado-
lescents, many in the foster system. 

I also worked with the Children’s Institute in Los Angeles to help 
provide basic needs, early childhood education, counseling, personal 
encouragement, and love for over 28,000 children who have been 
abused and have suffered other horrible traumas. I have had the 
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privilege of working with Lauri Burns, a survivor of child abuse, 
foster care, and trafficking herself. She is the Founder of the Teen 
Project which operates residential programs for trafficking victims. 
She created an app that connects victims with immediate rescue, 
treatment, and transportation. SafeSite is the only app in America 
at this moment that operates that way. 

My past community involvement have led me to the conviction 
that human trafficking is among the most brutal and reprehensible 
crimes where millions worldwide are used for forced labor and sex 
trafficking. Traffickers operate within and across borders, using ev-
erything they can to exploit weak governance, mass migration, and 
opaque supply chains. Confronting these crimes protects Americans 
by ensuring their natural rights, preventing their exploitation, and 
defending communities and businesses from criminal networks and 
unfair labor practices. 

America is, and always will be, the leader in the global fight 
against human trafficking which desecrates the principles of free-
dom, justice, and opportunity that are essential to a safe, pros-
perous, and thriving global economy. Secretary Rubio has set forth 
the Department’s mission to ‘‘promote peace abroad, and security 
and prosperity here at home.’’ Combating human trafficking is vital 
to that mission. 

Ever since the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 estab-
lished our Federal anti-trafficking framework, the most important 
tool is our bipartisan commitment. 

The fight continues every day as traffickers adapt and exploit 
new technologies. The rise of online sexual victimization and forced 
labor schemes tied to online scams are two especially alarming 
trends, defrauding Americans and trapping victims in coercive 
schemes at home and abroad. This Administration took the impor-
tant step of signing the TAKE IT DOWN Act in May 2025 to com-
bat online exploitation. We have sanctioned online scam operators 
using forced labor to steal billions from American families. If con-
firmed, I will build on these efforts. 

Forced labor distorts markets and allows foreign actors to abuse 
the global trading system at the expense of American workers and 
businesses. We must use every tool to combat forced labor in global 
supply chains and to shed light on forced labor schemes used by 
our adversaries. 

The annual Trafficking in Persons Report is a powerful instru-
ment for demanding accountability and pressuring governments to 
take meaningful action or face consequences. If confirmed, I will 
ensure the report continues to drive impact and that it guides U.S. 
efforts to counter human trafficking, ensuring our resources are di-
rected precisely to where they deliver the greatest results for the 
U.S. taxpayer. 

Ending human trafficking requires partnership. I am committed 
to engaging survivors of human trafficking as partners. Their ex-
pertise shapes effective policies and provides insight into how traf-
fickers operate. 

If confirmed, I will also prioritize strong interagency coordina-
tion, leading efforts to support President Trump’s agenda and bring 
the weight of the U.S. Government to bear against the traffickers. 
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As President Trump stated, ‘‘We renew our commitment to end 
the evil of human trafficking and ensure traffickers faces the full 
force of American justice.’’ If confirmed, I will work with Congress 
and our partners to relentlessly bring traffickers to justice, support 
victims and survivors, and defend American interests. 

I will work that we will be measured not by our intentions but 
by the lives we protect, the voices we elevate, and the futures we 
help reclaim. 

Thank you. I look forward to your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Ms. Thornhill follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Barbera Thornhill 

Chairman Hagerty and distinguished Members of the Committee, thank you for 
considering my nomination to be the U.S. Ambassador-at-Large to Monitor and 
Combat Trafficking in Persons. I am honored by President Trump’s nomination and 
grateful for Secretary Rubio’s work to lead the Department’s anti-trafficking efforts. 

If I may, I would like to introduce my family and friends with me here today. My 
son Hale Thornhill-Wilson and his fiancée Emma Evans, Odera Nwobi, who is like 
a second son to me and his wife Ally, my cousins Fred and Fabian Thornhill, Elsie 
and Arthur James, and my longtime colleague Evelyn Mangilet. 

Let me share a little about my background. I came from a loving family in North 
Carolina long known for its involvement in healthcare and charitable work. My 
mother, a pediatrician, was one of the first women to go to Duke Medical School 
and my father, an ENT, invented the procedure known as ‘‘Stapedectomy’’, an oper-
ation that led to the Cochlear implant—a device that has helped millions of people 
hear again. But more than his skill as a surgeon, it was my father’s commitment 
to treating underserved people and providing them with blessings that we so often 
take for granted that inspires me even now and motivates me every day. 

I had the honor to live and work with Mother Teresa and the Sisters of Charity 
in Calcutta in 1994, lending an American heart and hands to their important work 
with children in orphanages, ailing homebound families, and to the destitute and 
dying in the hospice known as the ‘‘Home of the Pure Heart.’’ 

In the United States I worked extensively with Scouts BSA formerly known as 
the Boy Scouts of America that has provided leadership and mentored youths to 
help them climb the ladder of personal achievement and prepare them for life strug-
gles and challenges. This program has impacted over 20,000 underprivileged adoles-
cents, many in the foster system. I also worked with the Children’s Institute in Los 
Angeles to help provide basic needs, early childhood education, psychological coun-
seling, personal encouragement, and love for over 28,000 children who have been 
abused and have suffered many other horrible traumas. I have had the privileged 
of working with Lauri Burns, a survivor of child abuse, foster care, and human traf-
ficking. She is the Founder of the Teen Project which operates residential programs 
for trafficking victims. She created an innovative app that connects victims with im-
mediate rescue, treatment, and transportation. 

My past community involvements have led me to the conviction that Human Traf-
ficking is among the most brutal and reprehensible crimes where millions worldwide 
are used for forced labor and sex trafficking. Traffickers operate within and across 
borders, using everything they can to exploit weak governance, mass migration, and 
opaque supply chains. Confronting these crimes protects Americans by ensuring 
their natural rights, preventing their exploitation, and defending communities and 
businesses from criminal networks and unfair labor practices. 

America is, and always will be, the leader in the global fight against human traf-
ficking which desecrates the principles of freedom, justice, and opportunity that are 
essential to a safe, prosperous, and thriving global economy. Secretary Rubio has 
set forth the Department’s mission to ‘‘promote peace abroad, and security and pros-
perity here at home.’’ Combating human trafficking is vital to that mission. Ever 
since the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 established our Federal anti- 
trafficking framework, bipartisan commitment remains our strongest tool. 

The fight continues each day as traffickers adapt and exploit new technologies 
and methods. The rise of online sexual victimization and forced labor schemes tied 
to online scams are two especially alarming trends, defrauding Americans and trap-
ping victims in coercive schemes at home and abroad. This Administration took im-
portant steps, including signing the TAKE IT DOWN Act in May 2025 to combat 
online exploitation. We have sanctioned online scam operators using forced labor to 
steal billions from Americans. If confirmed, I will build on these efforts. Forced labor 
distorts markets and allows foreign actors to abuse the global trading system at the 
expense of American workers and businesses. We must use every tool to combat 
forced labor in global supply chains and to shed light on forced labor schemes used 
by our adversaries. 

The annual Trafficking in Persons Report is a powerful instrument for demanding 
accountability and pressing governments to take meaningful action or face con-
sequences. If confirmed, I will ensure the report continues to drive impact and that 
it guides U.S. efforts to counter human trafficking, ensuring our resources are di-
rected precisely to where they deliver the greatest results for the U.S. taxpayer. 
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Ending human trafficking requires partnership. I am committed to engaging sur-
vivors of human trafficking as partners. Their expertise shapes effective policies and 
provides insight into how traffickers operate. 

If confirmed, I will also prioritize stronger interagency coordination, leading uni-
fied efforts to support President Trump’s agenda and bring the weight of the U.S. 
Government to bear against traffickers. 

As President Trump stated, ‘‘we renew our commitment to end the evil of human 
trafficking . . . and ensure that every trafficker faces the full force of American jus-
tice.’’ If confirmed, I will work with Congress and our partners to relentlessly bring 
traffickers to justice, support victims and survivors, and defend American interests. 

I will work that we will be measured not by our intentions but by the lives we 
protect, the voices we elevate and the futures we help reclaim. Thank you. I look 
forward to your questions. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you. 
Mr. Brown. 

STATEMENT OF STANLEY BROWN, OF VIRGINIA, A CAREER 
MEMBER OF THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE SERVICE, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
EQUATORIAL GUINEA 

Mr. BROWN. Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member Kaine, and 
distinguished members of the Committee, I am honored to appear 
before you as President Trump’s nominee for U.S. Ambassador to 
the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. I deeply appreciate the con-
fidence and trust the President and Secretary of State have shown 
in nominating me. If confirmed, I look forward to working with 
Congress to advance our interests in Equatorial Guinea. 

I am grateful to my family—my wife who is here today and our 
children and their families who are watching—for their support 
and sacrifices including during my time in uniform. I could not be 
here without their unwavering support as well as the Department 
of War and State Department family that sits behind me too, that 
are supporting me today. 

I am from a North Carolina family of educators, farmers, first re-
sponders, and military members who served from World War II 
through the Gulf War. I served first in the military and continued 
that service at the State Department, where I have the privilege 
to advance U.S. national security priorities. I spent my military ca-
reer and civil service in challenging environments furthering those 
priorities, including counterterrorism, commercial diplomacy, and 
supporting the safety of U.S. citizens. 

U.S. energy companies have invested billions in Equatorial Guin-
ea, and if confirmed my priority will be to improve the investment 
climate and promote further opportunities for U.S. companies. I 
will work with the government and like minded partners to develop 
Equatorial Guinea’s economic potential, and I will look forward to 
encouraging investment in the underdeveloped health and edu-
cation sectors. 

If confirmed, I will also work also with the U.S. interagency and 
the government of Equatorial Guinea to enhance maritime security 
in the Gulf of Guinea. Mutual goals include the protection of off-
shore oil and gas facilities and countering piracy and illegal fish-
ing. I will harness my foreign policy experiences to strengthen our 
partnership with Equatorial Guinea. 
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If confirmed I will harness available tools to address corruption 
and will use U.S. influence to encourage the government to respect 
inalienable human rights and fundamental freedoms of all 
Equatoguineans. Combating trafficking in persons also remains a 
significant U.S. priority. 

If confirmed I look forward to working with the talented, hard-
working U.S. Mission team in Malabo to achieve our objectives of 
promoting U.S. trade and investments and strengthening the rela-
tionship between our governments. If confirmed as Chief of Mission 
I will prioritize the safety, health, and resilience of the U.S. Em-
bassy community under the ethos of ‘‘One Team, One Mission.’’ 

Coordinating and consultations with Congress will be essential to 
achieving our goals. 

Chairman and Ranking Member, thank you for the opportunity 
to appear before you today. I look forward to your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Brown follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Stanley Brown 

Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member, and distinguished Members of the Com-
mittee, I am honored to appear before you as President Trump’s nominee for U.S. 
Ambassador to the Republic of Equatorial Guinea. I deeply appreciate the con-
fidence and trust the President and Secretary of State have shown in nominating 
me. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress to advance our interests 
in Equatorial Guinea. I am grateful to my family—my wife who is here today and 
our children and their families who are watching—for their support and sacrifices 
including during my time in uniform. I could not be here without their unwavering 
support. 

I am from a North Carolina family of educators, farmers, first responders, and 
military members who served from World War II through the Gulf War. I served 
first in the military and continued that service at the State Department, where I 
have the privilege to advance U.S. national security priorities. I spent my military 
career and civil service in challenging environments furthering those priorities, in-
cluding counterterrorism, commercial diplomacy, and supporting the safety of U.S. 
citizens. 

U.S. energy companies have invested billions in Equatorial Guinea and, if con-
firmed, my priority will be to improve the investment climate and promote further 
opportunities for U.S. companies. I will work with the government and like-minded 
partners to develop Equatorial Guinea’s economic potential, and I look forward to 
encouraging investment in the underdeveloped health and education sectors. 

If confirmed, I will also work with the U.S. interagency and the government of 
Equatorial Guinea to enhance maritime security in the Gulf of Guinea. Mutual goals 
include the protection of offshore oil and gas facilities and countering piracy and il-
legal fishing. I will harness my foreign policy experiences to strengthen our partner-
ship with Equatorial Guinea. 

If confirmed, I will harness available tools to address corruption and will use U.S. 
influence to encourage the government to respect inalienable human rights and fun-
damental freedoms of all Equatoguineans. Combating Trafficking in Persons also re-
mains a significant U.S. priority. 

If confirmed, I look forward to working with the talented, hardworking U.S. Mis-
sion team in Malabo to achieve our objectives of promoting U.S. trade and invest-
ments and strengthening the relationship between our governments. If confirmed, 
as Chief of Mission I will prioritize the safety, health, and resilience of the U.S. Em-
bassy community under the ethos of ‘‘One Team, One Mission.’’ Coordinating and 
consultations with Congress will be essential to achieving our goals. 

Chairman and Ranking Member, thank you for the opportunity to appear before 
you today. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you. 
Mr. Keith Noreika. 

STATEMENT OF KEITH NOREIKA, OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
LITHUANIA 

Mr. NOREIKA. Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member Kaine, and 
distinguished members of the committee, it is an honor and privi-
lege to appear before you today. I am honored to be the nominee 
for U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Lithuania, and I thank 
President Trump and Secretary Rubio for their confidence in me. 

I would like to begin by recognizing those who have made it pos-
sible for me to be where I am. My parents, Alex and Gloria, my 
sisters, Gloriana and Maryellen, and my wife, Cristina, and our 
three daughters, Alexa, Erika, and Sophie, who have joined us here 
today. 

If confirmed, my first priority will be to ensure the security and 
welfare of U.S. citizens in Lithuania and the people of our Mission. 
I will also work to advance U.S. interests, encouraging Lithuania’s 
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engagement as a reliable NATO ally, deepening our bilateral trade 
and entrepreneurship ties, and combating regional threats and 
transnational crime. 

Mr. Chairman, the United States and Lithuania celebrated 104 
years of uninterrupted bilateral relations this year. The relation-
ship has been marked by deep cooperation in the areas that matter 
most. Lithuania exemplifies what it means to be a committed mem-
ber of NATO. Following the call by President Trump, Lithuania im-
mediately announced commitments to exceed 5 percent of GDP on 
defense spending. This year it will exceed that mark and lead the 
Alliance in defense spending as a percentage of GDP. 

Lithuania invests in military capabilities—including U.S. sys-
tems—that add real capability to our collective security. It hosts 
U.S. and NATO forces, using national funds to improve facilities 
and ensure military readiness. Lithuania deploys globally on secu-
rity and peace missions, even as it polices its own borders. 

President Trump has been clear that NATO allies must meet 
their obligations. The United States will no longer subsidize na-
tions that refuse to pay their fair share for transatlantic security. 
This is a point that Lithuania understands and has, for years, 
pressed other European allies on. If confirmed, I will work to en-
sure Lithuania continues on this path and becomes stronger, more 
capable, and able to contribute to its own defense. Together, we 
will strengthen European defense, improve the credibility of the 
collective security architecture, and dissuade adversaries. 

Our two countries cooperate broadly on an array of issues includ-
ing sharing threat information, participating in joint exercises, and 
providing law enforcement training. The Pennsylvania National 
Guard, Lithuania’s State partner for more than 30 years, helps pro-
vide much of this expertise. If confirmed, I look forward to con-
tinuing our strong cooperation on these issues. 

Lithuania shares U.S. concerns about China’s strategic align-
ment with malign actors and pattern of economic coercion, espe-
cially in Europe. It is outspoken in the EU and elsewhere about 
Western Hemisphere issues, including human rights abuses of 
Cuba’s regime. And Lithuania is a friend of Israel. If confirmed, I 
will work with the Lithuanian government to develop the peace 
through strength that President Trump has called for. 

If confirmed I will work to deepen U.S. trade and investment ties 
with Lithuania to benefit the prosperity of both our peoples. Lith-
uanian companies are creating jobs in the United States, and Lith-
uania’s vibrant economy has long been an attractive destination for 
investment by U.S. companies. Nowhere is this truer than in the 
area of energy. More than 75 percent of Lithuanian liquefied nat-
ural gas imports now come from the United States, and as Lith-
uania looks to purchase small modular nuclear reactors, there are 
abundant opportunities to deepen our energy relationship. Lith-
uania shares our view on keeping markets open with low regula-
tion and taxes. 

Mr. Chairman, the relationship between the United States and 
Lithuania is strong and helps secure core U.S. interests. Lithuania 
has played an active role in advancing our shared security and eco-
nomic priorities. If confirmed by the Senate, I look forward to deep-
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ening our cooperation to confront shared challenges and promote 
U.S. interests. 

Again, I am grateful for the opportunity to appear before you 
today, and I welcome your questions. Thank you. 
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NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Noreika follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Keith Noreika 

Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member, and Distinguished Members of the Com-
mittee, it is an honor and privilege to appear before you today. I am honored to be 
the nominee for U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Lithuania, and I thank Presi-
dent Trump and Secretary Rubio for their confidence in me. 

I would like to begin by recognizing those who have made it possible for me to 
be where I am. My parents Alex and Gloria who taught me the virtues of faith and 
hard work. My older sisters Gloriana and Maryellen, who have always taken care 
of me, and my wife Cristina and our three daughters, Alexa, Erika and Sophie who 
have joined us here today. 

If confirmed, my first priority will be to ensure the security and welfare of U.S. 
citizens in Lithuania and the people of our Mission. I will also work to advance U.S. 
interests, encouraging Lithuania’s engagement as a reliable NATO ally, deepening 
our bilateral trade and entrepreneurship ties, and combating regional threats and 
transnational crime. 

Mr. Chairman, the United States and Lithuania celebrated 104 years of uninter-
rupted bilateral relations this year. The relationship has been marked by deep co-
operation in the areas that matter most. Lithuania exemplifies what it means to be 
a committed member of NATO. Following the call by President Trump, Lithuania 
immediately announced commitments to exceed 5 percent of GDP on defense spend-
ing. This year it will exceed that mark and lead the Alliance in defense spending 
as a percentage of GDP. Lithuania invests in military capabilities—including U.S. 
systems—that add real capability to our collective security. It hosts U.S. and NATO 
forces, using national funds to improve facilities and ensure military readiness. 
Lithuania deploys globally on security and peace missions, even as it polices its own 
borders. 

President Trump has been clear that NATO Allies must meet their obligations. 
The United States will no longer subsidize nations that refuse to pay their fair 
share for transatlantic security. This is a point that Lithuania understands and has, 
for years, pressed other European Allies on. If confirmed, I will work to ensure Lith-
uania continues this path, and becomes stronger, more capable, and able to con-
tribute to its own defense. Together, we will strengthen European defense, improve 
the credibility of the collective security architecture, and dissuade adversaries. 

Our two countries cooperate broadly on an array of issues including sharing 
threat information, participating in joint exercises, and providing law enforcement 
training. The Pennsylvania National Guard, Lithuania’s State partner for more 
than 30 years, helps provide much of this expertise. If confirmed, I look forward to 
continuing our strong cooperation on these issues. 

Lithuania shares U.S. concerns about China’s strategic alignment with malign ac-
tors and pattern of economic coercion, especially in Europe. It is outspoken in the 
EU and elsewhere about Western Hemisphere issues, including human rights 
abuses of Cuba’s regime. And Lithuania is a friend of Israel. If confirmed, I will 
work with the Lithuanian government to develop the peace through strength that 
President Trump has called for. 

If confirmed, I will work to deepen U.S. trade and investment ties with Lithuania 
to benefit the prosperity of both our peoples. Lithuanian companies are creating jobs 
in the United States, and Lithuania’s vibrant economy has long been an attractive 
destination for investment by U.S. companies. Nowhere is this truer than in the 
area of energy. More than 75 percent of Lithuanian liquefied natural gas imports 
now come from the United States, and as Lithuania looks to purchase small mod-
ular nuclear reactors, there are abundant opportunities to deepen our energy rela-
tionship. Lithuania shares our view on keeping markets open with low regulation 
and taxes. 

Mr. Chairman, the relationship between the United States and Lithuania is 
strong and helps secure core U.S. interests. Lithuania has played an active role in 
advancing our shared security and economic priorities. If confirmed by the Senate, 
I look forward to deepening our cooperation to confront shared challenges and pro-
mote U.S. interests. 

Again, I am grateful for the opportunity to appear before you today and I welcome 
your questions. Thank you. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you. 
Mr. Joseph Burkhalter. 
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STATEMENT OF JOSEPH BURKHALTER, OF GEORGIA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
MOLDOVA 
Mr. BURKHALTER. Good morning. 
Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member Kaine, and Senator Cor-

nyn, I am honored here today to appear as the nominee as Ambas-
sador to the Republic of Moldova. I am grateful to President Trump 
for the trust he has placed in me with this nomination, and I am 
committed to serving the American people in this important role. 

Before I continue, I want to introduce the most important people 
in my life. My loving wife of 40 years, Gina, who I met here in 
Washington when we were both Hill staffers working for different 
Members of Congress, so we understand everything about CODELs 
and STAFFDELs, and all that comes with it. Our three amazing 
and accomplished children, daughter Natalie, who is with me 
today, our soon to be son in law, Tom is here, our son, Sam and 
daughter in law Lauren, our daughter Olivia and our son in law 
Robbie. Last and certainly not least our newest blessing in our life, 
our grandchildren, Isabella, Roman and Luca. 

And of course a special thanks to my father who passed not 
many years ago but I know is watching today from a better place 
and the sweetest mom anyone could ever have who unfortunately 
could not be here today due to some health challenges. 

Only with the support of my loving family was I able to build a 
successful real estate development company, get elected as Speaker 
of the House in the Georgia House of Representatives, and then 
later work overseas for the last 16 years with two law firms. But 
on the note of public service I want to sincerely thank every mem-
ber of this committee for your service and the sacrifice your fami-
lies have made. As you know, public service is a calling, and it is 
a noble cause. 

One other note. I am going to go off script here a minute to Sen-
ator Kaine. A mutual friend of ours sends his regards to you. I 
spoke to him yesterday, former Governor Roy Barnes. So I wanted 
to make sure I snuck that in there anyway. 

If confirmed as Ambassador to Moldova, my top priorities will be 
the safety and security of U.S. citizens in Moldova and to advance 
American interests. 

The United States and Moldova enjoy a close partnership built 
on years of sustained U.S. engagement and support for Moldova’s 
democracy. U.S. sponsored exchange programs have engaged nearly 
7,000 Moldovans, creating enduring relationships that help us ad-
vance shared goals. While Chisinau’s top objective is EU accession, 
the Moldovan government values its partnership with the United 
States and is committed to deepening the bilateral relationship. Re-
cent hallmarks of our bilateral cooperation include Moldova’s April 
2026 decision to eliminate tariffs on almost all U.S. goods and our 
decision to build a $130 million high voltage transmission line to 
strengthen Moldova’s ties to Western energy. 

Energy security is a key tenet of the bilateral relationship. Over 
the past few years, Moldova has diversified energy imports and im-
proved regional interconnectivity. If confirmed, I will work to ex-
pand opportunities for U.S. energy sector exports to Moldova. Like-
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wise, I will support continued cooperation on cybersecurity to help 
secure the United States and unlock new commercial opportunities 
for U.S. businesses. 

If confirmed, I will work to support Presidential peace initiatives, 
including the work of Special Presidential Envoys and others who 
are tirelessly working to resolve the conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine on Moldova’s border. I will also support any future presi-
dential efforts to help resolve the long frozen conflict in 
Transnistria should that assistance become necessary. 

In conclusion, I would be honored to serve as Ambassador to 
Moldova. If confirmed, I will work to advance U.S. priorities, pro-
tect American citizens, and strengthen our bilateral relationship. I 
look forward to working with the committee and our partners to 
deliver on these objectives. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I welcome any and all 
questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Burkhalter follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Joseph Burkhalter 

Chairman Hagerty and Members of the Committee: 
I am honored to appear today as the nominee for Ambassador to the Republic of 

Moldova. I am grateful to President Trump for the trust he has placed in me with 
this nomination, and I am committed to serving the American people in this impor-
tant role. 

Before I continue, I want to introduce the most important people in my life. My 
loving wife of 40 years Gina who I meet here in Washington when we were both 
Hill staffers working for different Members of Congress. Our three amazing and ac-
complished children, Natalie, (and her fiancé Tom), our son Sam and our daughter 
in law Lauren, our daughter Olivia and our Son in law Robbie. Last and certainly 
not least our newest blessings, grandchildren Isabella, Roman and Luca. And of 
course a special thanks to my father who passed many years ago but I know is 
watching today from a better place and the sweetest Mom anyone could ever have 
who unfortunately could not be here today due to some health challenges. 

Only with the support of my loving family was I able to build a successful Real 
Estate Development business, get elected as Speaker of the Georgia House of Rep-
resentatives and then later work overseas for the last 16 years with two law firms. 
But on the note of public service I want to sincerely thank every member of this 
committee and their families for your public service. As you uniquely know, it’s call-
ing and a noble cause. 

If confirmed as Ambassador to Moldova, my top priorities will be the safety and 
security of U.S. citizens in Moldova and to advance American interests. 

The United States and Moldova enjoy a close partnership built on years of sus-
tained U.S. engagement and support for Moldova’s democracy. U.S.-sponsored ex-
change programs have engaged nearly 7,000 Moldovans, creating enduring relation-
ships that help us advance shared goals. While Chisinau’s top objective is EU acces-
sion, the Moldovan government values its partnership with the United States and 
is committed to deepening the bilateral relationship. Recent hallmarks of our bilat-
eral cooperation include Moldova’s April 2026 decision to eliminate tariffs on almost 
all U.S. goods and our decision to build a $130 million high-voltage transmission 
line to strengthen Moldova’s ties to Western energy markets. 

Energy security is a key tenet of the bilateral relationship. Over the past few 
years, Moldova has diversified energy imports and improved regional 
interconnectivity. If confirmed, I will work to expand opportunities for U.S. energy 
sector exports to Moldova. Likewise, I will support continued cooperation on cyberse-
curity to help secure the United States and unlock new commercial opportunities 
for U.S. businesses. 

If confirmed, I will work to support Presidential peace initiatives, including the 
work of Special Presidential Envoys and others who are tirelessly working to resolve 
the conflict between Russia and Ukraine on Moldova’s border. I will also support 
any future Presidential efforts to help resolve the long-frozen conflict in Transnistria 
should that assistance become necessary. 

In conclusion, I would be honored to serve as Ambassador to Moldova. If con-
firmed, I will work to advance U.S. priorities, protect American citizens, and 
strengthen our bilateral relationship. I look forward to working with the Committee 
and our partners to deliver on these objectives. 

Thank you for your consideration, and I welcome any questions you may have. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you. 
Under Secretary John Hurley. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN HURLEY, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND 
DEVELOPMENT, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR 

Mr. HURLEY. Thank you very much, Senator Hagerty, Senator 
Cornyn, and Senator Kaine. 

It is a great honor to appear as the nominee to be the U.S. Rep-
resentative to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment. I am very grateful to President Trump and to Secretary 
Rubio for their trust and confidence in me. 
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I am also very grateful for and humbled by the tremendous sup-
port I have received from my family and friends throughout this 
process. My three sons very much wanted to be here today, but 
work obligations in New York and at the captain’s career course at 
Fort Benning disrupted those plans. Also not with us today, but 
very much in my thoughts, are my late wife, Kamilla and her fam-
ily, my late father, Brigadier General Alfred Hurley, my 96 year 
old mother, Johanna Hurley, and my three brothers and sister. 
Kindly standing in for them are some close friends seated behind 
me. 

Under President Trump’s leadership, America is building, invest-
ing, and growing again. The President has put American jobs, 
American manufacturing, and American prosperity first and has 
required our partners and allies to accept more equitable terms of 
trade and burden sharing. 

The OECD can and should be integral to this process. Its 38 
member economies all share a common commitment to market 
principles, democratic values, and the rule of law, making the 
OECD one of very few international venues to develop standards 
free from the interference of non-market economies like the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and Russia. 

Using massive industrial subsidies, intellectual property theft, 
and malign political influence, authoritarian regimes have gained 
economic advantage and pitted our nations’ businesses and govern-
ments against each another. Under President Trump’s leadership, 
we have finally begun to confront these threats, including early 
steps to address dangerous supply chain dependencies that threat-
en our prosperity and our national security. 

When functioning at its best, the OECD provides the objective, 
data driven research and the forum to develop and coordinate eco-
nomic policies with our like minded friends that maximize common 
prosperity and resist these dire threats. It should guide its member 
economies toward intelligent pro-growth tax, regulatory, and en-
ergy policies and anticipate and help rectify economic 
vulnerabilities long before we are forced to react to them. 

I come to this role and before this committee with a mix of pri-
vate sector, government, and academic experience that I believe 
prepares me well to advocate for the United States and our prin-
ciples and priorities at the OECD. I spent over 30 years investing 
in technology companies and building an investment firm and have 
served in the Army, on the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board, 
and on the boards of a long list of institutions dedicated to freedom, 
prosperity, and national security. 

In my most recent role as Under Secretary of the Treasury for 
Terrorism and Financial Intelligence, I have collaborated closely 
with our allies to protect the global financial system and counter 
our adversaries. In those discussions, I have shared with our for-
eign partners that I am the son and nephew of career U.S. Air 
Force officers, the brother and father of two Army officers, and a 
former Army officer myself. Since the inception of the cold war, my 
family and I have served side by side with our allies in Europe, 
Asia, and the Middle East and are deeply committed to these alli-
ances and partnerships. 
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But in those discussions, I have also been very frank about the 
failure of many of our partners to heed President Trump’s warn-
ings about underfunded militaries, economic dependence on adver-
saries, and malign foreign influence. 

I firmly believe that cooperation with like minded allies and 
partners can be a force multiplier and make both our friends and 
ourselves safer and more prosperous. Like President Trump and 
Secretary Rubio, I also believe that to be sustainable, these alli-
ances and trade relationships must be fair, balanced, and serve the 
interests of the American people. 

Mr. Chairman, our fellow Americans need us to engage with our 
partners to protect peace, freedom, and prosperity and provide our 
businesses with open and reliable markets. If confirmed by this 
committee, the needs and security of those citizens will always be 
my primary concern. 

If confirmed, I look forward to leading the talented and dedicated 
State Department professionals on our OECD team and to working 
closely with you, Mr. Chairman, this committee, and its staff, and 
my interagency partners. 

Thank you, and I look forward to answering your questions. 



25 

NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Hurley follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. John Hurley 

Thank you, Chairman Hagerty, Ranking Member, and Members of the Com-
mittee. It is a great honor to appear as the nominee to be the U.S. Representative 
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. I am very grateful 
to President Trump and to Secretary Rubio for their trust and confidence in me. 

I am also very grateful for and humbled by the tremendous support I have re-
ceived from my family and friends throughout this process. My three sons very 
much wanted to be here today but work obligations in New York and at the cap-
tain’s career course at Fort Benning disrupted those plans. Also, not with us today, 
but very much in my thoughts, are my late wife Kamilla and her family, my late 
father, Brigadier General Alfred Hurley, my ninety-six-year-old mother, Johanna 
Hurley, and my three brothers and sister. Kindly standing in for them are the sev-
eral close friends seated behind me. 

Under President Trump’s leadership, America is building, investing, and growing 
again. The President has put American jobs, American manufacturing, and Amer-
ican prosperity first and has required our partners and allies to accept more equi-
table terms of trade and burden sharing. 

The OECD can and should be integral to this process. Its 38 member economies 
all share a common commitment to market principles, democratic values, and the 
rule of law, making the OECD one of very few international venues to develop 
standards free from the interference of non-market economies like the Peoples Re-
public of China and Russia. 

Using massive industrial subsidies, intellectual property theft, and malign polit-
ical influence, authoritarian regimes have gained economic advantage and pitted our 
nations’ businesses and governments against one another. Under President Trump’s 
leadership, we have finally begun to confront these threats, including early steps to 
address dangerous supply chain dependencies that threaten our prosperity and our 
national security. 

When functioning at its best, the OECD provides the forum and the objective 
data-driven research to develop and coordinate economic policies with our like-mind-
ed friends that maximize common prosperity and resist these dire threats. It should 
guide its member economies toward intelligent pro-growth tax, regulatory and en-
ergy policies and anticipate and help rectify economic vulnerabilities long before we 
are forced to react to them. 

I come to this role and before this Committee with a mix of private sector, govern-
ment, and academic experience that I believe prepares me well to advocate for the 
United States and our priorities at the OECD. I spent over 30 years investing in 
technology companies and building an investment firm and have served in the 
Army, on the President’s Intelligence Advisory Board, and on the boards of a long 
list of institutions dedicated to freedom, prosperity, and national security. 

In my most recent role as Under Secretary of the Treasury for Terrorism and Fi-
nancial Intelligence, I have collaborated closely with our allies to protect the global 
financial system and counter our adversaries. In those discussions, I have shared 
with our foreign partners that I am the son and nephew of career U.S. Air Force 
officers, the brother and father of two Army officers, and a former Army officer my-
self. Since the inception of the cold war, my family and I have served side by side 
with our allies in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East and are deeply committed to 
those alliances and partnerships. But in those discussions, I have also been very 
frank about the failure of many of our partners to heed President Trump’s warnings 
about underfunded militaries, economic dependence on adversaries, and malign for-
eign influence. 

I firmly believe that cooperation with like-minded allies and partners can be a 
force-multiplier and make both our friends and us safer and more prosperous. Like 
President Trump and Secretary Rubio, I also believe that to be sustainable, those 
alliances and trade relationships must be fair, balanced, and serve the interests of 
the American people. 

Mr. Chairman, our fellow Americans need us to engage with our partners to pro-
tect peace, freedom, and prosperity and provide our businesses with open and reli-
able markets. If confirmed by the Committee, the needs and security of those citi-
zens will always be my primary concern. 

If confirmed, I look forward to leading the talented and dedicated State Depart-
ment professionals on our OECD team and to working closely with you, this Com-
mittee and its staff, and my interagency partners. 

Thank you and I look forward to answering your questions. 
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Senator HAGERTY. [Off microphone.]—thanks, Tim, and the many 
family members and support networks that are here today. And the 
fact that your loved one has been nominated to be an ambassador 
is certainly an honor for your family. But it is also an obligation 
that I know that you appreciate, and you will come to appreciate 
even more, because they are going to need your support, they are 
going to appreciate your support, and frankly, those of you that are 
going to foreign countries are going to be looked upon as represent-
atives of America yourself. So my compliments and my appreciation 
to all of the families and friends that are here to support the nomi-
nees today. 

Mr. Hurley, I would like to start with you. The United States has 
long used our role at the OECD to advance market based principles 
and international rules in a way that support not only our own eco-
nomic and strategic interests but also those of our trading part-
ners. In the past few years, though, it seems that the OECD has 
somehow lost its focus on its core issues and been sidetracked by 
a variety of things, such as ESG related initiatives that actually 
stifle competition and hurt our economic security. This includes 
projects like the, quote, ‘‘Inclusive Forum on Carbon Mitigation Ap-
proaches,’’ and the ‘‘Business Due Diligence Guidelines’’ that advo-
cated practices that, in many cases, are anti-business. 

And my question for you, Secretary Hurley, if confirmed, is how 
will you use America’s presence at the OECD to keep the organiza-
tion focused on pro-competition and pro-growth policies? 

Mr. HURLEY. Thank you very much, Senator. 
Over the last few months, as I have been getting ready for this 

role, I have had a chance to go and read a lot about the history 
of the OECD, you know, founded in 1961 coming after the Marshall 
Plan and the OEEC, which it succeeded. And in my view the 
OECD, the best version of itself focuses on prosperity and security 
by providing accurate, data driven information on which to base 
good decisions and the forum for like minded friends to get to-
gether and develop strategies to enhance that prosperity and secu-
rity. And that should be exclusively the focus of the OECD. 

And I think where there are these other issues that they have 
gotten distracted by here in recent years, I think it needs to refocus 
itself on the core mission. 

Senator HAGERTY. The core mission reminds me of the fact that 
post-World War II we put in place very favorable terms of trade for 
our partners, countries that have become our partners, whose 
economies were devastated after the war. I am thinking about 
places like Japan, but importantly Europe, where you will be serv-
ing. 

And the result of that, over time, because we did not put a time 
limit on it, we did not put a GDP per capita limit on it, is that we 
are often imbalanced relationships. And I think you will find your-
self partnering with our U.S. Trade Representative, members of the 
Department of Commerce and Treasury. You know these organiza-
tions well. But I think it is going to be a real challenge to continue 
to advocate for policies that are not only good for members of the 
OECD who are our allies but also that are fair for America. Do you 
have any comments on that position? 
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Mr. HURLEY. Well, sir, you and I are both market guys, and I 
think we understand, in our bones, that if you make markets more 
efficient it can be a win-win for everyone, and there is more for ev-
eryone. 

And a line that I have used at my firm for many years is that 
the truth is remarkably persuasive. And I so firmly believe that 
core truth, that hopefully we will be able to make that point to our 
allies and explain to them that these imbalances, while in the short 
term they can benefit one of our partners, in the long term it is 
destructive to our relationship. 

Senator HAGERTY. I appreciate that perspective. 
Ms. Thornhill, I would like to turn to you. As I think about what 

transpired between 2021 and 2024, our southern border was 
opened. It invited cartel activity, human trafficking activity at lev-
els that are unprecedented. If I think about what the cartels have 
done with respect to human trafficking through Latin America and 
across our southern border it is deeply concerning, and I would like 
to get your perspective on how you would utilize this office, if con-
firmed, to address those concerns. 

Ms. THORNHILL. Thank you for the question. Criminal cartels ba-
sically depend on drug trafficking, smuggling, and human traf-
ficking to finance their horrendous activities. President Trump, 
under his brilliant leadership, has secured our borders and cut 
trafficking routes. If I am confirmed I will continue to support the 
efforts. 

Senator HAGERTY. One final point I would like to make about 
your charge, and that has to do with the actual Trafficking in Per-
sons Report itself. As a former ambassador I dealt with input to 
that and dealt with the ramifications of the report. And there are 
growing concerns that the country rankings that come out in the 
TIP report may not actually reflect considerations that were estab-
lished by Congress in law. They may actually go beyond that. And 
I would like to get your commitment to focus on ensuring the integ-
rity of that report and that it sticks to the congressional mandate 
that was laid out for it. 

Ms. THORNHILL. Thank you for the question. 
One of the strengths of the TIP report is it holds U.S. to the 

same standard as other countries. Last year, the dedicated people 
in the TIP office issued a very strong TIP report. Secretary Rubio 
issued a statement that this report is so important because it pres-
sures governments to do something about human trafficking, or if 
not, to face serious consequences. If I am confirmed I will continue 
to work on this policy. Thank you. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Ms. Thornhill. 
Senator Kaine. 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I have questions for 

each of these witnesses so it may go longer than 5, but maybe I 
will do 5 and hand it back to you, and we can go back and forth. 

Ms. Thornhill, I want to start with you on the TIP Report. I 
think it is so important not only for the United States but as sort 
of global gold standard. 

The Trump administration, through staff reductions at State, has 
reduced the staff in this unit by about 70 percent, and that led the 
TIP Report last year, which is supposed to be done by June 30, to 
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be a couple of months late. Now, obviously, you are not there now, 
and June 30 is just in a very few days, so we cannot hold you to 
that. But I am troubled, and I do not really need you to answer 
this, but I am just troubled about our ability to have the TIP Re-
port be that gold standard with a significant staff reduction. And 
I hope, should you get there, your commitment to the TIP Report 
being that gold standard, will lead you to ask for additional re-
sources to comply and continue the TIP Report as a gold standard 
that can be done on a timely basis. I hope you will do that. 

Here is what I want to ask about. You said, in response to a 
question from my colleague that one of the positive things about 
the TIP Report is that it holds the United States to the same 
standard as other nations. Here is a concern that I have that I 
have expressed in this committee before, and it deals with Oper-
ation Southern Spear, which is the operation to strike boats in the 
Eastern Pacific and Caribbean, near and around Ecuador and Ven-
ezuela. 

We had Secretary Rubio here within the last couple of weeks, 
and I asked him these questions. Much of the operation, what I 
know about it, is classified, so I really can’t describe it. And one 
of the things I am not allowed to describe is the targeting criteria 
used to decide which boats to strike. But I can talk about things 
that are not targeting criteria, and as an Armed Services Com-
mittee member I have been very disturbed to find that the pres-
ence of drugs on a craft is not one of the targeting criteria. It could 
easily have been one of the targeting criteria, but it is not one of 
the targeting criteria. 

There has been public reporting about certain—of the strikes 
that have led Pentagon officials to say that it is at least likely that 
some of the victims killed in these strikes are human trafficking 
victims. The organizations that are designated as designated ter-
rorist organizations on the secret list by the President include some 
organizations that don’t only do narcotrafficking but do human 
trafficking. And when a boat is struck that does not have any evi-
dence of drugs aboard, but there are a lot of people on it, there is 
some suggestion, and public reporting would suggest that some of 
those killed by the U.S. military strikes are, in fact, human traf-
ficking victims. 

I would like your commitment that should you be confirmed to 
this position that you would work with my office to ensure, to the 
best of our ability—these strikes are being carried out by the DoD, 
not by the Department of State—but I would like your commitment 
that you would work with my office to make sure that reporting, 
for example, the TIP Report, does hold all nations to an equal 
standard, and if there are U.S. activities that are leading to casual-
ties among human trafficking victims, that is something we should 
get to the bottom of and be transparent about with the American 
public. Could you make that commitment to me? 

Ms. THORNHILL. Thank you for the question and the statement. 
I make the commitment that I would, without delay, work with 

your office and learn from your office. And also restructuring really 
has nothing to do with the Administration’s commitment to human 
trafficking. I feel that the boat—I am sorry, I am not aware of your 
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facts on the boats. I would have to speak with you and get back 
to the committee. 

Senator KAINE. And I am not expecting that you are aware. This 
is public reporting, and it has been discussed in this committee 
often, but you are not there now, so this is not in your current port-
folio. But the Chair has heard me raise this issue before, and we 
do need to have a uniform standard apply to all, and I look forward 
to working with you on that. 

Mr. Hurley, in your position at Treasury have you been involved 
in sanctions policy and tariff policy? 

Mr. HURLEY. Yes, sir. 
Senator KAINE. Were you involved in decisions with respect to 

the sanctioning of Brazilian Supreme Court Justice Alexandre de 
Moraes on July 30, 2025? 

Mr. HURLEY. Yes I was, sir. 
Senator KAINE. Were you involved in the discussions by the Ad-

ministration about the imposition of tariffs against Brazil that 
were imposed on that same day, July 30, 2025? 

Mr. HURLEY. I was not involved in the tariff discussion, sir, but 
was involved in Judge Moraes’ designation. 

Senator KAINE. On the same day, July 30, 2025, the Trump ad-
ministration imposed IEEPA emergency tariffs against Brazil— 
there had been some preexisting tariffs, but this was an additional 
40 percent tariff—declaring it to be an economic emergency for the 
United States that Brazil was prosecuting former President Jair 
Bolsonaro. And the President said that was an economic emergency 
for the United States and imposed a 40 percent additional tariff on 
Brazil. Mr. Hurley was not involved in that decision. But on the 
same day he was involved in a decision to sanction the Supreme 
Court Justice of Brazil, who, my understanding of that legal sys-
tem, was involved in that prosecution. 

Mr. Hurley, tell the committee why a Brazilian Supreme Court 
justice involved in a local prosecution on a political corruption case 
warranted the United States sanctions against him? 

Mr. HURLEY. Well, the view from the White House and at Treas-
ury and my personal view are all in sync, that Judge Moraes’ be-
havior was reprehensible, an abuse of power against a political op-
ponent, rose to the standard required to sanction him. 

Senator KAINE. Tell me other judges around the world that you 
sanctioned because you did not like what they were doing within 
their country’s domestic legal system. 

Mr. HURLEY. It is a good question, sir. I would have to go look 
at precedents. I think in the judgment on this particular case they 
say with every sanction we impose, and there are a whole variety 
of tests we have to go through for sanctions. But this one, if I re-
member correctly, it is under the State Department’s Magnitsky 
Act, human rights abuses as rules. And we had great confidence 
from my entire legal team, across all of Treasury and White House 
counsel, that this more than met the standard. 

Senator KAINE. This was widely reported at the time, both the 
sanction and the tariff against all products from Brazil as occurring 
because President Bolsonaro is a friend of President Trump’s. The 
tariffs led to a Senate resolution that I led, that was a bipartisan 
resolution, to reject the President’s declaration that this prosecu-
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tion was an economic emergency for the United States. And the Su-
preme Court later, at the end of February 2026, struck down the 
tariffs imposed under IEEPA on the theory that the President can-
not use IEEPA to impose tariffs. 

But the kind of selective use of powers like sanctions or tariffs, 
because wow, this figure in another country is a friend of the Presi-
dent’s, and we do not like somebody going after him, was almost 
unprecedented. And I do not call myself the sanctions expert, like 
I know every use of sanctions that we have imposed. But I have 
been here for 13 years, and I view it as almost unprecedented. 

To your knowledge, have the sanctions against the justice been 
lifted? 

Mr. HURLEY. Well, sir, I would say a couple of things. First, 
thanks very much for the question. 

We spent a great deal of time examining the history of sanctions 
and then trying to reform our approach to them. And one of the 
things that I am very proud of, and I know Secretary Bessent is 
very proud of, is the total number of gross sanctions that we issued 
in the last year is a fraction of the sanctions issued by the Biden 
administration in the previous year. If you look on a net basis, the 
number of sanctions that we imposed and the sanctions that we re-
moved, dramatically below our predecessors. 

Like you, I think these are very important tools that we need to 
use sparingly, to use then as precision weapons, not as carpet 
bombs. Our predecessors did not do as good a job of it as they 
should have, and I would love to talk to you at some point about 
some of the statistics we had on the impact we had in Iran, the 
impact we have had in the cartels, to use the sanctions for the 
highest best use. 

In this particular case, sir, you are right. Not long after we had 
imposed the sanctions on the judge the decision was made to re-
move them. 

Senator KAINE. And that was welcome. That was welcome. And 
the issue of sanctions and how you should use them and how fre-
quently is a really important one. If you are going to be super- 
searching with them, sanctioning terrorists, sanctioning terrorist 
organizations, that is one thing. I think that was kind of the core 
of what sanctions were designed to do. Sanctioning a Supreme 
Court justice in another country who is engaged in a prosecution 
about a matter within the domestic politics of that country is quite 
unusual. But that would be something I would look forward to—— 

Mr. HURLEY. Sir, one thing I would mention, I think there are 
19,000 SDNs out there right now, and one of the big initiatives 
that Secretary Bessent had me and Brad Smith, who runs OFAC, 
focus on was going back to look at those 19,000 designated individ-
uals and evaluate those designations for exactly what you have de-
scribed, to make sure that there is no one who, on further review 
or with better judgment, we would not do today, especially given 
the previous 4 years, with significant overviews. 

Senator KAINE. Yes. But again, the point I am making is if they 
were overused and the goal is to narrow them, then why use them 
in a case such as this? But I will just leave that question out there. 

Let me ask now, Mr. Burkhalter, about Moldova. Very, very im-
portant country and a really important part of the world right now. 
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Do you share the assessment of Moldovan leaders that a Russian 
victory in Ukraine could expose their own country to intensified 
Russian aggression in the future? 

Mr. BURKHALTER. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
I believe it would, and it already has. As you know, almost a mil-

lion refugees from Ukraine came in through Moldova. There are 
still about 100,000 of them there now, which of course the United 
States, through U.N. agencies, are contributing to help out that sit-
uation. Imagine a million people coming across your border in a 
country of 2.5 million people. Certainly, in a smaller country, it has 
a profound impact. 

Senator KAINE. And a country like that, Moldova, has really done 
a good thing by being able to be open in that way to this crisis on 
its border. 

You are not there yet, but talk a little bit about the approach 
that you would take in interacting with the Moldovan government, 
should you be confirmed, to help them ward off negative effects of 
Russian aggression. 

Mr. BURKHALTER. Well, the border, I am talking about border 
and energy interdependence. As you know, Moldova has been reli-
ant upon Russia for energy for some time, and they have now 
turned their connectivity toward the West. And still gas and oil is 
expensive, and inflation is high. 

But I would certainly, with the border, I think the work the 
United States is doing assisting them is going a long way in this 
regard to help that problem. And yes, if confirmed I would cer-
tainly encourage our continued efforts to train and supply their 
Border Patrol with necessary tools to make sure that human traf-
ficking is not coming through the border, arms are not coming 
through the border, drugs are not coming through the border, and 
bad actors are not coming through the border. 

Senator KAINE. Great. And I am glad you mentioned the energy 
independence issue, too, because I think that is an area where the 
U.S. can also be really helpful as they continue to turn their focus 
on maintaining their energy portfolio away from Russia energy, so 
thanks for mentioning that. 

Mr. Noreika, I am really glad that you brought up Lithuania’s 
super dedication to the NATO investment. One of the positive as-
pects of both President Trump’s encouragement of NATO allies, 
and I would say it is also a positive of the negative influence of 
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, has been NATO allies dra-
matically increasing their investment levels. We were at a fraction 
of the NATO allies meeting their Wales commitment, and now all 
do. And we still have a long way to go because we have realized 
we need to increase the commitment. But Lithuania has been a 
real star, and I guess they have probably been a star because they 
realized, more than most, how dangerous Russia is on their bor-
ders. I have a picture I cherish of my son being promoted to cap-
tain on a snowy field in Lithuania in December 2016, in the middle 
of a deployment with the European Reassurance Initiative. But 
they are very aware of the threat, and they are really strong in in-
vestment. 
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Do you see opportunities for the U.S. and Lithuania to do co-pro-
duction or do other work in the kind of defense cooperation space 
that can enable them to be even stronger? 

Mr. NOREIKA. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
Yes. I mean, it is a very close relationship as I understand it, 

just being briefed on it from here. But yes, I think one of my goals 
is to deepen that relationship as much as possible, and I look for-
ward to working with the committee to do that. 

Senator KAINE. Great. Thank you. 
And Mr. Brown, I am not going to leave you out. I did not want 

you to feel disappointed, so I am going to ask a question of you too, 
and then I will yield it back to the Chair. And I thank the Chair 
for giving me some grace on timing. 

In March, just a couple of months back, I guess, that is 3 months 
ago now, the Associated Press reported that Equatorial Guinea, 
and this is a quote from the article, ‘‘An authoritarian petrostate 
signed a secretive deal with the Trump administration and has be-
come a transit hub for deported migrants.’’ Now, this is part of a 
broader policy, where the Trump administration is deciding to de-
port individuals not to their countries of origin but to strike deals 
with countries that will allow us to send folks to them, and they 
will imprison or incarcerate them for some period of time, usually 
later to help them go back to their countries of origin. 

I am nervous about this, and I am nervous about this because 
we have had a hard time getting information from the Administra-
tion about these deals, about the conditions in which people are in-
carcerated in these third countries, about whether there is any due 
process there so that somebody could show, ‘‘Hey, you have got the 
wrong person. I should not have been deported. My name may be 
the same as a name of somebody you were looking for, but it’s not 
me.’’ 

And we have utilized, in the Senate, a tool called the 502B reso-
lution to try to get information about what are we paying the na-
tions, how many third party detainees are they accepting, what are 
the conditions in the jails or prisons where they are holding people, 
how long are they there. And thus far it has been virtually impos-
sible for us to get information about this. 

So I guess you are the career person here. Have you had any, in 
your work up to this point, had any participation or been in en-
gaged in discussions about these third party transfers and the 
agreements under which these countries are holding deportees 
from the United States? 

Mr. BROWN. Senator, thank you for your question. 
I am aware that Equatorial Guinea, I guess early on, volunteered 

to take third country nationals to their country, and a number 
have been transferred there. I think it is in the 30s or something 
like that. It is a relatively small number. 

I was not involved in the discussion of the agreements. I know 
that fell under another bureau, or falls under another bureau. But 
I am happy to work with this committee as we go forward in those 
discussions. And I know that in that regard we want to make sure 
that they respect the human rights of all people. 

Senator KAINE. Well, and I appreciate that, and I would expect 
that, based on your long record of service to the United States. 
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Should you be confirmed, we would like to have a follow up discus-
sion about it, because as the oversight committee I think we should 
have some window into these agreements, the conditions under 
which people are held, whether they have the ability to dem-
onstrate that maybe they are not justifiably held. All of those con-
versations are important. Should you be confirmed we would like 
to follow up with you on that. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Senator Kaine, and again, thank 

you for joining me to host this important hearing, to move the can-
didates along. 

I am going to take just one more point before I adjourn the hear-
ing, and that is with you, Mr. Noreika. You have talked about the 
outstanding performance of Lithuania as a partner for us, particu-
larly on foreign military sales. My staff and I have spent a great 
deal of time on this effort. When I was serving in a role that many 
of you aspire to it was a top priority for me to address a broken 
foreign military sales process. And when I say ‘‘broken’’ I mean just 
overly cumbersome, lots of bureaucracy, and frankly leading to far 
more time than anybody would want to deliver our commitments. 

I would just encourage you to take a very hard look, when you 
get to post, if you are confirmed, and to the extent—and I am just 
stating the obvious—the role that each of you are taking is vital, 
and you have a lot of sway with the Administration. You are rep-
resenting our nation in a foreign government. You are representing 
our nation in an important mission. 

But utilize that. Utilize that clout that you have, to try to move 
forward. And I think Lithuania is probably a top prospect for be-
coming an example of how the foreign military sales process can be 
improved. It is a small enough country where I think you could 
really focus on it, and you have got a very willing partner. So I just 
wanted to make that encouraging statement to you. 

And I want to thank everybody for their time today, for being 
here. It has been an impressive hearing, and I think it is clear why 
the President has chosen each of you to be our nominees. 

Before closing, any letters of support that this committee has re-
ceived for any of you will be added to the record. And for the infor-
mation of the members of the committee, the record will remain 
open until the close of business Monday, June 29, for members to 
submit questions for the record. 

With that this hearing is adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:11 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BARBERA THORNHILL BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. China is ranked a Tier 3 country in the Trafficking in Persons Report 
due in part to the extensive evidence of forced labor and labor trafficking of minority 
populations in China, including Uyghurs. In your view, how can the United States 
best counter these practices? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work within the Department and with foreign govern-
ments, interagency partners, the private sector, and civil society to continue holding 
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China accountable for its state-sponsored forced labor. I will also work closely with 
other Federal agencies to fully implement the Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act. 

Question. What will you do, if confirmed, to enforce statutory requirements re-
lated to Chinese forced labor practices? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use the wide range of statutory tools to combat forced 
labor in global supply chains, including continuing to report on forced labor in China 
and call on foreign governments to address forced labor in all its forms in the Traf-
ficking in Persons Report and through follow-on diplomatic engagement. 

Question. The Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking was subject to deep cuts 
as part of the State Department’s reorganization. If confirmed, will you advocate for 
additional personnel and resources if it appears that the cuts have hampered the 
office’s ability to meet statutory requirements for reporting and working against 
trafficking in persons? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will continually assess personnel and other resources to 
ensure that the TIP Office can efficiently and effectively work to meet its statutory 
requirements and core functions to collectively strengthen U.S. anti-trafficking ef-
forts. 

Question. Describe your previous work in international diplomacy and how that 
experience will help you fulfill your duties as Ambassador. 

Answer. I have devoted much of my career to serving vulnerable children and 
families at heightened risk of exploitation, including human trafficking. I worked 
with Mother Teresa and the Sisters of Charity in Calcutta, serving children in or-
phanages. I have also served in leadership roles with Children’s Institute in Los An-
geles, supporting children and families affected by trauma and abuse, and worked 
with Lori Burns, a survivor of child abuse, foster care, and human trafficking. We 
worked on Safe Site—a restricted access platform built on the same proven tech-
nology as RehabApp, designed exclusively for verified victims. Access is controlled 
by The Teen Project to protect victims’ privacy and security. The platform incor-
porates Multi-Factor Authentication, Secure API Authentication, HIPAA Compliant, 
Secure Closed Infrastructure, Client Consent Management, Incident Response Pro-
cedures and Encrypted Backups. 

RehabApp is available on the Apple App Store and Google Play to view, provides 
public access to treatment providers and available beds and demonstrates the un-
derlying technology powering Safe Site. 

Through my work with the Scouts BSA, I mentored youth, including many in the 
foster care system, a population that traffickers have been known to target. 

I have worked all over the world on commercial projects and hotel initiatives, de-
signing and managing turnkey developments for Walt Disney in China and Florida, 
for the Narita in Japan, and for the Royal Family in Saudi Arabia among others. 

Working in countries where women are often viewed through a profoundly dif-
ferent and challenging cultural lens taught me invaluable lesson about navigating 
government policies, social norms, and institutional attitudes that can be entirely 
unfamiliar to the Western World. 

These experiences have prepared me to lead U.S. efforts to prevent trafficking, 
support victims and survivors, and advance American interests. 

Question. In your own words, what is an America First foreign policy? 
Answer. From my perspective, America First Foreign Policy means: 
a) Protecting American sovereignty toward international organizations. 
b) Strengthening border security and immigration enforcement as a matter of na-

tional security. 
c) Promoting fair trade by renegotiating trade agreements. 
d) Encouraging allies to contribute more to their own defense. 
e) Maintaining a strong military to deter adversaries while generally avoiding 

prolonged military interventions. 
f) Using diplomacy and economic leverage such as negotiations, sanctions when 

U.S. interest is at stake. 
g) Using diplomacy and economic leverage such as sanctions, trade negotiations 

and bilateral agreements to advance U.S. objectives. 
This keeps government focused on protecting American citizens, jobs and security, 

and avoid unnecessary foreign entanglements. 
Question. What will implementing an America First foreign policy entail in the 

Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure that the TIP Office advances Presi-

dent Trump’s commitment to combating human trafficking as a priority of his Amer-
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ica First agenda. As the President reaffirmed in his Presidential Message for Na-
tional Slavery and Human Trafficking Prevention Month, this Administration is 
dedicated to ending the evil of human trafficking and ensuring that traffickers face 
the full force of American justice. I share that commitment and will work to advance 
those priorities through the TIP Office’s mission. 

Question. Congress and the executive branch at times have opposing views on how 
to achieve our national security goals abroad. How will you approach situations 
where the statutory requirements and oversight actions by Congress diverge from 
the executive branch’s policy priorities? 

Answer. Combating human trafficking is a goal we all share to protect our citi-
zens and communities. I am committed to building on that shared foundation. If 
confirmed, I will ensure the TIP Office fulfills its statutory obligations in alignment 
with the Secretary’s policy priorities. I look forward to working on areas of shared 
concern to strengthen our efforts to combat human trafficking. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to obligating all appropriated funds for pro-
grams and statutory requirements under your management? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure that the Office fulfills all statutory require-
ments, including those concerning foreign assistance, in a way that advances Amer-
ican interests in combating human trafficking while delivering results and ensuring 
responsible stewardship of U.S. taxpayer dollars. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to providing timely briefings and responses 
to congressional inquiries? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, working with the Department’s Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs, I do. 

Question. What do you consider a reasonable timeframe for response? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will respond as quickly as possible, with the under-

standing that such responses would be coordinated through the Department of 
State’s Bureau of Legislative Affairs and conducted in accordance with longstanding 
Department and executive branch practice. 

Question. Describe your philosophy on humanitarian aid. What are the respon-
sibilities and opportunities for the United States in providing humanitarian aid and 
assistance around the globe? 

Answer. The TIP Office does not handle humanitarian assistance. TIP Office for-
eign assistance programming is security assistance (INCLE) implemented by enti-
ties, including international organizations and non-governmental organizations, 
qualified to combat human trafficking. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues 
across the Department to ensure anti-trafficking programs complement broader U.S. 
foreign assistance objectives. 

Question. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes on humanitarian aid? 

Answer. The TIP Office does not handle humanitarian assistance. TIP Office for-
eign assistance programming is security assistance (INCLE) implemented by NGOs, 
international organizations, and other entities qualified to combat human traf-
ficking. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues across the Department to ensure 
anti-trafficking programs complement broader U.S. foreign assistance objectives. 

Question. What should be the determining factors on whether to use humani-
tarian aid as a tool in our national security toolkit? 

Answer. The TIP Office does not deliver humanitarian aid. I believe anti-traf-
ficking foreign assistance should be programmed according to the Administration’s 
America First foreign policy objectives and trends and recommendations identified 
in the Trafficking in Persons Report in alignment with the ‘‘3P’’ paradigm of pros-
ecuting traffickers, protecting trafficking victims, and preventing trafficking in per-
sons. 

Question. Who makes that decision? 
Answer. From my understanding, the TIP Office Ambassador at Large is man-

dated to coordinate anti-trafficking programming across the Department. If con-
firmed, my programming decisions will be strategic, results-driven, and consistent 
with the Administration’s America First objectives, while supporting efforts to pros-
ecute traffickers, protect and support victims, and prevent this heinous crime. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to promoting State Department employees 
based on merit rather than ‘‘political purity’’ tests? 
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Answer. Yes. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BARBERA THORNHILL BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. The US Trafficking Victims Protection Act requires the State Depart-
ment to submit the annual Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report by June 30 each 
year. In 2025, the TIP Report was 3 months late, the first time that the report had 
been late in the history of the office. If confirmed, how you will ensure that the TIP 
Office remains accountable to Congress and to the American people by delivering 
the report as required by law? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to fulfilling the responsibilities of the office, and 
to following the law. I am grateful for the Secretary’s longstanding support of the 
TIP Report to combat trafficking globally, and, if confirmed, I will do my best to 
ensure the work of the TIP Office aligns with the Department’s vision, while main-
taining the integrity of the TIP Report and adhering to statutory requirements of 
the TVPA. 

Question. The 2025 TIP Report eliminated a section about LGBT+ victims of sex-
ual violence and trafficking. If confirmed, how would you ensure the TIP office accu-
rately reports on all trafficking and abuse victims, including LGBT+ individuals? 

Answer. The TIP Report remains a key tool to strengthen global efforts to pros-
ecute traffickers, protect victims, and prevent trafficking for every victim. If con-
firmed, I will work to ensure the TIP Report continues to reflect credible informa-
tion on all forms of human trafficking and the experiences of trafficking victims ac-
curately. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BARBERA THORNHILL BY SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH 

Question. During your testimony, you failed to provide any specific examples of 
experience you directly possess with human trafficking work. Instead, you invoked 
the name of a shelter application, Safe Site, which does not seem to be currently 
active. 

Please outline which qualifications you possess in anti-trafficking work that dem-
onstrate your ability to execute the role of the United States Government’s top dip-
lomat on human trafficking. 

Answer. I have devoted much of my career to serving vulnerable children and 
families at heightened risk of exploitation, including human trafficking. I worked 
with Mother Teresa and the Sisters of Charity in Calcutta, serving children in or-
phanages. I have also served in leadership roles with Children’s Institute in Los An-
geles, supporting children and families affected by trauma and abuse, and worked 
with Lori Burns, a survivor of child abuse, foster care, and human trafficking. We 
worked on Safe Site—a restricted access platform built on the same proven tech-
nology as RehabApp, designed exclusively for verified victims. Access is controlled 
by The Teen Project to protect victims’ privacy and security. The platform incor-
porates Multi-Factor Authentication, Secure API Authentication, HIPAA Compliant, 
Secure Closed Infrastructure, Client Consent Management, Incident Response Pro-
cedures and Encrypted Backups. 

RehabApp is available on the Apple App Store and Google Play to view, provides 
public access to treatment providers and available beds and demonstrates the un-
derlying technology powering Safe Site. 

Through my work with the Scouts BSA, I mentored youth, including many in the 
foster care system, a population that traffickers have been known to target. 

I have worked all over the world on commercial projects and hotel initiatives, de-
signing and managing turnkey developments for Walt Disney in China and Florida, 
for the Narita in Japan, and for the Royal Family in Saudi Arabia among others. 

Working in countries where women are often viewed through a profoundly dif-
ferent and challenging cultural lens taught me invaluable lesson about navigating 
government policies, social norms, and institutional attitudes that can be entirely 
unfamiliar to the Western World. 

These experiences have prepared me to lead U.S. efforts to prevent trafficking, 
support victims and survivors, and advance American interests. 
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Question. The Trump administration’s actions, including Reduction in Forces 
(RIFs) and the Deferred Resignation Program, directly led to gutting the Trafficking 
in Persons (TIP) Office by 70 percent, including severe cuts to the Reports team re-
sponsible for the analysis and production of the annual Trafficking in Persons Re-
port, which you yourself acknowledged as the gold standard. The 2026 TIP Report, 
the first report to be produced since these actions, is due June 30, and reportedly 
likely to be late due to insufficient staffing. 

How do you intend to meet your congressional mandates under the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act (TVPA), including the TIP Report, when you demonstrably 
do not have the current staff to execute this work? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure the TIP Office continues to lead the State De-
partment’s global efforts to combat human trafficking and fulfill its statutory re-
sponsibilities, including the TIP Report, using the resources and authorities avail-
able as efficiently and effectively as possible. I will work closely with our embassies, 
regional bureaus, and other U.S. Federal agencies, foreign governments, civil soci-
ety, and trafficking survivors to strengthen and advance U.S. anti-trafficking efforts. 

Question. How do you plan to make up for the loss of critical expertise in future 
reporting and analysis when under RIF rules, you are not lawfully allowed to rehire 
for lost TIP Reports positions? 

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to ensuring the TIP Report remains a key 
tool that strengthens global efforts to prosecute traffickers, protect victims, and pre-
vent this crime. I will continue to leverage the expertise of the TIP Office staff, our 
embassies, regional bureaus, and interagency partners to maintain the integrity of 
the TIP Report and ensure the TIP Office continues to fulfill its statutory respon-
sibilities under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. 

Question. With approximately 70 percent of staff gone and decades of related ex-
pertise lost, how will you meet the TIP Office’s other statutory obligations under the 
TVPA? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will leverage the expertise of the TIP Office staff, our em-
bassies, regional bureaus, and interagency partners to maintain the integrity of the 
TIP Report and ensure the TIP Office continues to fulfill its statutory responsibil-
ities under the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. 

Question. How will you sustain U.S. leadership of the interagency Senior Policy 
Operating Group (SPOG) with a fraction of prior staff and the loss of critical exper-
tise? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will bring together Federal agencies through my role as 
chair of the SPOG to address all aspects of human trafficking, leverage resources, 
and demonstrate results. 

Question. The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) fund-
ed tens of millions of dollars in programming that funded prevention efforts and 
provided services to human trafficking survivors, the majority of which were ended 
in 2025 and none of which cut programs have been replaced. Will you push to re-
store USAID’s counter-trafficking portfolio at the State Department? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will support anti-trafficking programs that deliver meas-
urable results for the safety, security, and prosperity of the United States, and I 
will prioritize outcomes that deliver for the American people. 

Question. If yes to Question 6, how will you rebuild that lost shelter, reintegration 
and training capacity? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure the TIP Office continues to fund anti-traf-
ficking programs around the world, including programs that tangibly and durably 
strengthen governmental responses to human trafficking, including through victim 
protection. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you ensure all survivor populations—including 
LGBTQ and migrant survivors—are identified and served? 

Answer. If confirmed, I intend to do everything in my power to ensure all traf-
ficking victims receive the protection and services they need and to use the tools 
available to push all governments to do the same. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you respond if the administration pursues further 
staffing, programming, or trafficking-related issue cuts? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will continually assess personnel and other resources to 
ensure the TIP Office continues to meet its statutory requirements and core func-
tions efficiently and effectively to strengthen U.S. anti-trafficking efforts. I will 
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prioritize doing everything I can to ensure the TIP Office continues to lead the State 
Department’s global efforts to combat human trafficking. 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit to advocating against further cuts to the 
TIP Office? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize doing everything I can to ensure the TIP 
Office continues to effectively lead the State Department’s global efforts to combat 
human trafficking. I will always advocate for measures that I believe works for and 
best serves the American people and our national security in an efficient and effec-
tive way. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you use TIP’s diplomatic tools to pressure govern-
ments and industries that tolerate forced labor in fishing and other supply chains? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use bilateral and multilateral diplomacy to promote 
the TIP Report’s recommendations; develop foreign assistance programs that tan-
gibly combat forced labor in global supply chains, and work with the interagency, 
businesses, industry associations, and civil society to strengthen coordination and 
share promising practices to address human trafficking in key industries, including 
fishing. 

Question. Do you support regulating AI and emerging tech to protect children on-
line? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to combat every human trafficking-related crime 
against children. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work with the National Center for Missing 
& Exploited Children and foreign governments on AI’s growing role in scaling child 
trafficking and exploitation? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with all relevant actors on this issue, including 
foreign governments and important organizations like the National Center for Miss-
ing & Exploited Children, to quickly develop adaptive responses that address the 
modern realities of youth facing exploitation online. 

Question. Fewer than 1 percent of victims are identified globally each year. What 
specific steps will you take to improve identification with reduced staffing and ex-
pertise capacity? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to improve victim identification, which is central 
to the Protection pillar and at the core of the office’s global diplomatic engagement 
and international programming. I know that encouraging governments to prioritize 
efforts to identify victims is a foundational first step in addressing and combating 
trafficking. 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit that tier rankings will reflect evidence 
and TVPA standards, not political pressure? 

Answer. If confirmed, my recommendations to the Secretary regarding tier 
rankings will be objective, accurate, and guided by the Trafficking Victims Protec-
tion Act’s requirements. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you push foreign governments to treat trafficking 
victims as victims and not criminals for crimes traffickers force them to commit? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will press governments to improve victim identification ef-
forts and will share best practices on ensuring victims of trafficking not be inappro-
priately penalized in cases of forced criminality. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO STANLEY BROWN BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. Equatorial Guinea has a third country national agreement with the 
United States. If confirmed, do you commit to keeping the Committee informed of 
the operations of this agreement? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to keeping the Committee and its staff informed 
about the operations of the U.S. Mission to Equatorial Guinea as appropriate. 

Question. According to Transparency International, Equatorial Guinea ranks 172 
out of 180 in the Corruption Perception Index, making the country one of the most 
corrupt places in the world. If confirmed, how do you intend to ensure there is nec-
essary anti-corruption programming to address the high level of corruption in Equa-
torial Guinea? 
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Answer. We encourage every nation to respect the human rights and fundamental 
freedoms of all. We also want to see continued commitment from Equatorial Guinea 
to fight the corruption that is holding back the great potential of its people. If con-
firmed, I will lead Embassy Malabo’s engagement to promote respect for human 
rights, including religious freedom, and address the harmful issue of wide-spread 
corruption. 

Question. How will you ease the concerns of U.S. companies that are looking to 
invest in Equatorial Guinea but hesitate due to high levels of corruption? 

Answer. I understand U.S. companies have legitimate concerns about Equatorial 
Guinea’s investment climate, including institutional corruption. If confirmed, I will 
consistently advocate on behalf of U.S. companies to ensure a transparent operating 
environment. I will encourage Equatorial Guinea to advance anti-corruption reforms 
and honor all financial commitments to U.S. firms. 

Question. What is your understanding of the People’s Republic of China’s presence 
in Equatorial Guinea and what steps would you take, if confirmed, to address stra-
tegic competition in Equatorial Guinea? 

Answer. I understand Equatorial Guinea has engaged with China over the years 
on infrastructure development projects, such as ports. China holds over 80 percent 
of Equatorial Guinea debt and has built much of its infrastructure. If confirmed, I 
will highlight to my Equatoguinean counterparts the benefits of partnering with the 
United States. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO STANLEY BROWN BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. Do you support the administration’s decision to send third country na-
tionals to Equatorial Guinea, where they are held in detention or are forced to re-
turn to countries where they face personal risk? 

Answer. Protecting America’s borders is a top Administration priority. As Sec-
retary Rubio has said, we remain unwavering in our commitment to end illegal and 
mass migration and bolster America’s border security. 

Question. If confirmed, will you work with the government of Equatorial Guinea 
to protect the human rights of these individuals? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will ensure that any arrangements with Equatorial Guin-
ea are implemented in a manner consistent with U.S. law and our international ob-
ligations. 

Question. Will you urge the government to work with the International Organiza-
tion for Migration to provide assistance to these individuals? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will encourage the government of Equatorial Guinea to 
work with the International Organization for Migration as appropriate. 

Question. Describe your previous work in international diplomacy and how that 
experience will help you fulfill your duties as Ambassador. 

Answer. My 40 years of experience at the State Department and in the United 
States Air Force, both in senior leadership positions working on security cooperation 
priorities and focused on national security, inform my perspective on international 
diplomacy and guide me in leading with integrity, service to the country, and excel-
lence. 

Question. In your view, what are the most pressing issues or challenges in our 
bilateral relationship with Equatorial Guinea? 

Answer. The top U.S. priorities in Equatorial Guinea are promoting U.S. trade 
and investments and deterring illegal and mass migration. I look forward to focus-
ing on these areas if confirmed. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you address the primary security and economic 
threats to U.S. interests in Equatorial Guinea? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will focus on commercial development to advance U.S. 
strategic interests and mitigate competing foreign influence. 

Question. In your own words, what is an America First foreign policy? 
Answer. The America First foreign policy prioritizes the interests and security of 

the United States and its citizens and looks at decisions from the lens of whether 
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an action will make American safer, stronger, and more prosperous. America first 
is not America alone. 

Question. What will implementing an America First foreign policy entail in Equa-
torial Guinea? 

Answer. America First foreign policy champions core American interests and al-
ways puts America and U.S. citizens first. In Equatorial Guinea, our top priorities 
are promoting U.S. trade and investments and deterring illegal and mass migration. 

Question. In Equatorial Guinea, how is the United States working to push back 
against Russian and Chinese influence? 

Answer. Expanding U.S. commercial engagement is the most effective long-term 
counter to Russian and Chinese influence in Equatorial Guinea. For example, the 
United States is deepening its economic partnership with Equatorial Guinea 
through multi-billion-dollar energy investments with U.S. companies. 

Question. Are there opportunities where the U.S. can present alternatives to PRC 
and Russian influence operations or infrastructure investments that align with our 
strategic interests? 

Answer. Yes. I understand Equatorial Guinea’s energy sector presents substantial 
near- and long-term opportunities, including new gas exploration blocks, LNG infra-
structure, and other projects where U.S. companies can compete directly with Chi-
nese or Russian alternatives. 

Question. Congress and the executive branch at times have opposing views on how 
to achieve our national security goals abroad. How will you approach situations 
where the statutory requirements and oversight actions by Congress diverge from 
the executive branch’s policy priorities? 

Answer. I believe that Congress and the executive branch share the fundamental 
goal of advancing U.S. national security and foreign policy interests. If confirmed, 
I will faithfully implement the policies of the Administration while ensuring full 
compliance with all applicable law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to obligating all appropriated funds for pro-
grams and statutory requirements under your management? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to obligating all appropriated funds for programs 
and statutory requirements under my management, in full accordance with the law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to providing timely briefings and responses 
to congressional inquiries? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, working with the Department’s Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs, I do. 

Question. What do you consider a reasonable timeframe for response? 
Answer. I understand the Department seeks to provide a timely reply to all con-

gressional inquiries. I will coordinate through the Department of State’s Bureau of 
Legislative Affairs to respond as quickly as possible in accordance with longstanding 
Department and executive branch practice. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work to promote human rights, press free-
dom, and anti-corruption efforts in Equatorial Guinea? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will lead Embassy Malabo’s engagement with partner dip-
lomatic missions and the full range of Equatoguinean officials and citizens to pro-
mote respect for human rights, including religious freedom, and address the harmful 
issue of wide-spread corruption. 

Question. Describe your philosophy on humanitarian aid. What are the respon-
sibilities and opportunities for the United States in providing humanitarian aid and 
assistance around the globe? 

Answer. Under President Trump’s leadership, the United States continues to be 
the world’s most generous donor of life-saving assistance, but we cannot do it alone. 
Within the America First Foreign Assistance framework, we are committed to pro-
viding assistance that is hyper-prioritized to those most in need, efficient, time- 
bound, and accountable to the U.S. taxpayer. We must also continue to use diplo-
matic channels to reform the U.N. system to deliver better results and to encourage 
other donors to increase their contributions to humanitarian responses. 

Question. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes on humanitarian aid? 
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Answer. The United States’ use of bilateral mechanisms for the rapid deployment 
of time-bound, life-saving assistance is evidenced by the Department’s historic 
memorandum of understanding and $3.8 billion in assistance provided through the 
U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). This approach re-
duces bureaucratic grant management burdens on staff and reinforces our work to 
make humanitarian assistance faster, more efficient, and more accountable to U.S. 
taxpayers. 

Question. What should be the determining factors on whether to use humani-
tarian aid as a tool in our national security toolkit? 

Answer. The Department provides humanitarian assistance when the following 
criteria are met: 1) there is evidence of significant unmet need; 2) U.S. disaster as-
sistance will save the lives of disaster-affected people; 3) the affected country re-
quests or will accept international assistance; and 4) responding supports explicit 
U.S. foreign policy objectives. 

Question. Who makes that decision? 
Answer. Declarations of Humanitarian Need are issued by the Chief of Mission. 

Additional assistance may be provided at the discretion of Department leadership 
in response to humanitarian need and/or foreign policy priorities, in coordination 
with the Under Secretary for Foreign Assistance, Humanitarian Affairs, and Reli-
gious Freedom. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to promoting State Department employees 
based on merit rather than ‘‘political purity’’ tests? 

Answer. Yes. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO STANLEY BROWN BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. The Department provided the government of Equatorial Guinea with 
$7.5 million as part of the third country deportation agreement. In prior questions 
for the record, the Department told Congress that such grants include terms to safe-
guard against corruption and human trafficking and address other requirements 
and that the Department may suspend or terminate funding if misuse is identified. 

What specific safeguards are including in the terms of the U.S. grant agreement 
with Equatorial Guinea, and how is the Department monitoring compliance with 
those terms? 

Answer. I am not aware of the specific terms of any U.S. grant agreements with 
Equatorial Guinea. As a general matter, I understand the Department regularly en-
gages in grant monitoring and evaluation activities to ensure compliance with appli-
cable law. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO KEITH NOREIKA BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. What role should the Department of State play in discussions on force 
posture along NATO’s eastern flank, including Lithuania, and how would you feed 
into those discussions if confirmed? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio stated in his testimony before the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations, the issue of troop deployments and 
numbers around the world is a function of the Department of War. 

Question. As Lithuania, together with NATO allies, take on Russian shadow fleet 
activity in the Baltic Sea region, what additional, specific steps should the United 
States take to disrupt the shadow fleet? 

Answer. The President has been clear that this war must end. Our sanctions re-
main in place while peace negotiations continue. We expect countries, companies, 
and individuals to comply with U.S. sanctions. The United States supports Lith-
uania and NATO allies in their efforts to address Russian shadow fleet activity in 
the Baltic Sea. If confirmed, I will work closely with Lithuanian counterparts, 
NATO allies, and the relevant U.S. interagency to assess what additional steps the 
United States can take to disrupt shadow fleet operations. 
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Question. As Lithuania provides the third largest amount of military assistance 
as a percentage of GDP to Ukraine, should the United States support the approval 
of transfers of U.S. origin security assistance from Lithuania to Ukraine if Lith-
uania requests permission for such transfers? 

Answer. Lithuania’s extraordinary commitment to Ukraine’s defense—providing 
military assistance at a level that ranks among the highest in the world as a per-
centage of GDP—reflects exactly the kind of allied leadership the United States val-
ues and encourages. If confirmed and presented with a Lithuanian request to trans-
fer U.S.-origin security assistance to Ukraine, I would work closely with the Depart-
ment of War and the relevant interagency to determine the best way forward, con-
sistent with U.S. law and policy. 

Question. If confirmed, would you commit not to put pressure on the Lithuanian 
government regarding the potential relaxation of European sanctions on Belarus, 
Belarusian access to the port of Klaipeda, and other measures that facilitate 
Belarusian economic activity via Lithuanian territory and infrastructure? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work closely with our Special Presidential Envoy 
to Belarus John Coale, the team on the ground in Vilnius, the relevant interagency, 
and Lithuanian partners to fully understand the equities at stake and determine 
the best way forward. Lithuania has been an indispensable partner on Belarus pol-
icy, and any approach to these issues must reflect that partnership and the broader 
strategic interests of the United States. 

Question. If confirmed, how would you see your role in engaging and supporting 
local Belarusian and Russian populations, respectively, in exile, including democracy 
activists who are targeted by transnational repression? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work closely with the Embassy team, the Lithua-
nian government, allies and partners, and local organizations supporting Belarusian 
and Russian exile communities to understand the landscape and determine how the 
United States can best support democracy activists and others targeted by 
transnational repression. Lithuania has been a generous host to these communities 
and a strong advocate for their protection, and I would look to our Lithuanian part-
ners as key allies in this effort. 

Question. Considering the People’s Republic of China’s past economic coercion 
against Lithuania and the continued tension between the two countries, what spe-
cific measures should the United States take to support Lithuania, including poten-
tial efforts to attract investment to Lithuania and to the broader Baltic region? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would pursue several lines of effort to support Lithuania 
and the broader Baltic region. First, I would work to deepen our bilateral economic 
relationship and actively promote American trade and investment in Lithuania, in-
cluding in the energy sector—where U.S. LNG and small modular nuclear reactors 
offer a powerful alternative to dependence on adversarial suppliers. Second, I would 
support Lithuania’s participation in the Three Seas Initiative as a vehicle for driv-
ing American investment into the region and building economic resilience and 
connectivity across Central and Eastern Europe. Third, I would work with Lithua-
nian counterparts and the interagency to strengthen investment screening mecha-
nisms that keep Chinese capital out of critical infrastructure, telecommunications, 
and other sensitive sectors. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO KEITH NOREIKA BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. The Trump administration threatened on multiple occasions to leave 
NATO and is slowly reducing the U.S. military footprint in Europe. How will you 
assure Lithuanians that American security commitments to NATO Allies will be 
honored? 

Answer. President Trump has been clear since his first term: NATO must be an 
Alliance of capable partners, not a one-way security guarantee. Europe must take 
greater responsibility for its own conventional security. This is about Europe step-
ping up to defend itself, not America stepping back. Lithuania has been a model ally 
leading Europe in defense spending alongside Poland and the other Baltic states. 

Question. Do you believe the President has the unilateral authority to withdraw 
the United States from NATO? 
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Answer. In the event the President decided it is in the best interest to withdraw 
from an international organization or body, I believe the President would follow the 
Constitution and all applicable laws. 

Question. Describe your previous work in international diplomacy and how that 
experience will help you fulfill your duties as Ambassador. 

Answer. In 2017, I served as President Trump’s head of the Office of the Comp-
troller of the Currency (OCC). The OCC is a member of the Basel Committee on 
Banking Supervision representing the United States on this international standard- 
setting body. My negotiation of various aspects of the current Basel Committee cap-
ital framework, during my tenure as head of the OCC, will help me to fulfill my 
duties as Ambassador. 

Question. In your view, what are the most pressing issues or challenges in our 
bilateral relationship with Lithuania? 

Answer. The U.S.-Lithuania relationship is exceptionally strong, but several 
pressing challenges demand continued attention. Regional security is the most ur-
gent—the Russia-Ukraine war and Moscow’s persistent efforts to destabilize the 
Baltic region require that we maintain robust deterrence on NATO’s eastern flank. 
We appreciate Lithuania’s willingness to lead by example in Europe by already in-
creasing defense spending to over 5 percent of GDP and developing new defense ca-
pabilities. Energy security is a second critical challenge—Lithuania’s historic 
desynchronization from the Russian-controlled BRELL grid is a major milestone, 
and I will work to ensure American LNG and small modular nuclear reactors help 
cement Lithuania’s long-term energy independence. Finally, deepening defense in-
dustrial cooperation remains an area of significant potential—as Lithuania develops 
new defense capabilities, I will work to ensure American companies are well-posi-
tioned to partner with Lithuania and strengthen both our defense industrial bases. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you address the primary security and economic 
threats to U.S. interests in Lithuania? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will address the primary security and economic threats 
to U.S. interests in Lithuania on two fronts. On security, the Russia-Ukraine war 
and Moscow’s efforts to destabilize the Baltic region remain the most immediate 
threat. I will work with Lithuania to deepen our defense cooperation, to continue 
to press NATO allies to meet their defense spending obligations, and to strengthen 
our defense industrial base cooperation so that American companies and Lithuanian 
partners are building the capabilities we both need. 

On the economic front, I will work to expand American energy solutions—includ-
ing LNG and small modular nuclear reactors—to ensure Lithuania’s long-term en-
ergy security, deepen U.S.-Lithuanian business ties, and strengthen investment 
screening to keep Chinese capital out of critical infrastructure and sensitive sectors. 
A more secure and energy-independent Lithuania is a stronger partner—and a 
stronger partner advances American interests across the region. 

Question. In your own words, what is an America First foreign policy? 
Answer. I believe that America First foreign policy means making the interests 

and well-being of the United States of America paramount in our foreign policy and 
not subordinating U.S. interests to multinational processes when they act to the det-
riment of the prosperity and security of U.S. citizens. 

Question. What will implementing an America First foreign policy entail in Lith-
uania? 

Answer. If confirmed, an America First foreign policy in Lithuania will deliver re-
sults on prosperity, burden sharing, and influence. Lithuania’s tech-driven economy 
and NATO-leading defense spending create real opportunities for American busi-
nesses, and I will work to expand trade and open doors for American companies— 
making both countries more prosperous in the process. Lithuania is exactly the kind 
of ally President Trump has called for—one that pays its fair share—and I will use 
our strong relationship to encourage others to follow Lithuania’s lead. Finally, Lith-
uania is a powerful voice in both NATO and the EU, and I will leverage that rela-
tionship to advance U.S. priorities, including the President’s peace agenda and a 
fairer transatlantic partnership. 

Question. In Lithuania, how is the United States working to push back against 
Russian and Chinese influence? 

Answer. The United States and Lithuania share a deep commitment to resisting 
authoritarian influence, and our cooperation spans defense, energy, technology, and 
economic security. Lithuania is a trusted partner and loyal ally whose strong stance 
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against foreign influence from China and Russia reflects our shared values and pri-
orities. In 2025, Lithuania’s desynchronization from the Russian-controlled BRELL 
energy grid was a landmark step in reducing Moscow’s leverage in the Baltic region. 
The United States supplied experts and technical assistance to help make this hap-
pen. Regarding China, the U.S.-Lithuania economic relationship continues to grow, 
with rising trade and investment that provides a strong alternative to economic de-
pendence on China. Prosperity and security go hand in hand, and we will continue 
to deepen this economic partnership. If confirmed, I will build on these efforts and 
work closely with Lithuanian counterparts to ensure our bilateral relationship re-
mains a model for resisting authoritarian influence across the Euro-Atlantic region. 

Question. Are there opportunities where the U.S. can present alternatives to PRC 
or Russian influence operations or infrastructure investments that align with our 
strategic interests? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work in close coordination with my local team, the 
interagency, U.S. businesses, and the Government of Lithuania to identify alter-
natives to PRC and Russian influence and investment. I will ensure American com-
panies are well-positioned to compete and win in Lithuania, delivering economic 
benefits for both countries while advancing our shared strategic interests. 

Question. Congress and the executive branch at times have opposing views on how 
to achieve our national security goals abroad. How will you approach situations 
where the statutory requirements and oversight actions by Congress diverge from 
the executive branch’s policy priorities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to following all statutory requirements, in full ac-
cordance with the law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to obligating all appropriated funds for pro-
grams and statutory requirements under your management? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to following all statutory requirements, in full ac-
cordance with the law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to providing timely briefings and responses 
to congressional inquiries? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, working with the Department’s Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs, I do. 

Question. What do you consider a reasonable timeframe for response? 
Answer. The timeframe needed to provide a substantive response may vary de-

pending on the issue and circumstance. However, if confirmed, I am committed to 
being as responsive as possible and will make every effort to respond promptly. If 
confirmed, I will ensure my team prioritizes timely and thorough responses to all 
congressional inquiries through the Bureau of Legislative Affairs. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work to promote human rights, press free-
dom, and anti-corruption efforts in Lithuania? 

Answer. Lithuania is a trusted partner and model ally whose commitment to 
democratic self-determination, national sovereignty, and responsible governance 
closely mirrors our own values. Lithuania has demonstrated its commitment to 
these values in concrete ways—including its key role in securing the release of polit-
ical prisoners from Belarus. If confirmed, I will work with the Lithuanian govern-
ment and our Special Presidential Envoy John Coale to continue our efforts in 
pressing for the release of political prisoners from Belarus. I will also champion a 
free and independent press, and I will support Lithuania’s continued efforts to up-
hold transparent and accountable governance. A strong rule-of-law environment in 
Lithuania strengthens our bilateral relationship. 

Lithuania’s leadership reflects exactly the kind of partnership the United States 
seeks to deepen. If confirmed, I will be a strong advocate for these shared values 
every day I serve. 

Question. Describe your philosophy on humanitarian aid. What are the respon-
sibilities and opportunities for the United States in providing humanitarian aid and 
assistance around the globe? 

Answer. Humanitarian assistance should focus on promoting national interest and 
delivering life-saving aid at a reasonable cost, with the goal that eventually coun-
tries will no longer require aid. 

In countries where humanitarian crises threaten national security, foreign policy 
interests, and risk destabilizing allies, life-saving humanitarian assistance is key to 
advancing the United States’ interests. More broadly, foreign assistance is a tool 
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that can promote good relations, promote U.S. business, and stabilize emergencies 
that would be more costly later. 

Question. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes on humanitarian aid? 

Answer. For the Department, the advantage of working through multilateral proc-
esses (such as pooled funding or global awards to implementing organizations) is the 
ability to drive reforms to overhaul multilateral foreign assistance, advocate with 
donor states to increase their contributions, and to streamline and rapidly scale up 
a common humanitarian assistance package across several humanitarian crises. 
This reduces the potential for duplication, helps minimize administrative costs, and 
requires fewer U.S. management resources and staff. More tailored bilateral assist-
ance can complement and fill gaps for a more specialized, or context-specific human-
itarian assistance need, and allow us to act quickly when a new disaster occurs in 
a country where a multilateral mechanism has not been stood up. 

Question. What should be the determining factors on whether to use humani-
tarian aid as a tool in our national security toolkit? 

Answer. Secretary Rubio has stated that the United States will no longer bear the 
cost of global humanitarian aid in perpetuity and is demanding stricter oversight 
of programs and greater burden shifting to other international donors. The United 
States is providing humanitarian assistance in circumstances where the needs and 
U.S. foreign policy priorities overlap, exceeding the response capacity of the host na-
tion. 

Question. Who makes that decision? 
Answer. Humanitarian funding and programmatic decisions are made by leader-

ship with advice from technical subject matter experts in the relevant bureau in co-
ordination with other stakeholders like F and the new Bureau for Disaster and Hu-
manitarian Response. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to promoting State Department employees 
based on merit rather than ‘‘political purity’’ tests? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to following applicable law and regulations regard-
ing the promotion of State Department employees. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JOSEPH BURKHALTER BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. As Moldova has been the target of Russian destabilization efforts, in-
cluding the continued presence of Russian troops on Moldovan territory, energy 
weaponization, disinformation, and illicit financing, do you think there is value in 
supporting Moldova’s desired accession into the European Union? 

Answer. Moldova enshrined its EU hopes in a 2024 constitutional referendum. We 
support Moldova and its constitutional order; whether to join the EU is a decision 
for Moldova and the EU states to determine. The United States welcomes reforms 
Moldova will make related to EU accession that will improve the business climate, 
protect human rights, enshrine property rights legislation needed for Holocaust era 
compensation, and ensure regional stability. 

Question. What do you see as the most effective uses of the $36.5 million in fiscal 
year 2026 NSIP funds earmarked by Congress for Moldova assistance, to achieve 
U.S. objectives of combatting Russian malign influence and creating a more attrac-
tive environment for U.S. investment? 

Answer. The $36.5 million in fiscal year 2026 NSIP funds for Moldova will help 
Moldova to focus on cybersecurity to address Russian hybrid and influence oper-
ations and anti-American propaganda, and market access reforms—including audit 
capacity improvements and reduced reliance on Chinese-dominated supply chains. 
These investments build Moldova’s institutional resilience against Russian and Chi-
nese interference while advancing U.S. interests. Law enforcement capacity-building 
on border security, narcotics, and terror financing will reinforce these gains. 

Question. What steps should the United States take to help Moldova mitigate im-
pacts of Russia’s war, including drones and missiles crossing Moldovan airspace, 
and economic pressures resulting from the war? 

Answer. Few countries have paid as high a price for Russia’s 2022 further inva-
sion of Ukraine as Moldova. With U.S. assistance, the current government took 
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swift and decisive action to finally break free of its near total dependence on Rus-
sian energy. In 2022 the United States provided over $30 million of direct budget 
support to ease the transition away from free Russian natural gas and mitigate the 
resulting inflation that at one point reached as high as 35 percent. In just 3 years 
Moldova ended over 30 years of dependence on Russian energy. U.S. support for 
Moldova’s independence from Russian influence continues with the 2025 approval 
of the $130 million Liberty Line to connect Moldova’s grid to the EU and with ro-
bust cybersecurity assistance. If confirmed, I will continue to work with Moldova to 
help limit the economic impact of the war and advocate for U.S. businesses in poten-
tial Ukraine reconstruction. 

Since fiscal year 2020, the United States has provided $109 million in Foreign 
Military Financing and $6 million in International Military Education and Training 
to advance Moldova’s defense modernization, counter hybrid threats, and reinforce 
its sovereignty. Key efforts include improving airspace awareness and early warning 
capabilities against repeated Russian drone and missile violations, enhancing cyber-
security, countering adversarial propaganda, and strengthening border security. If 
confirmed, I will continue these efforts while working with NATO allies, the Euro-
pean Union, and others to ensure security assistance is complementary, costs are 
shared, and duplication is avoided. 

Question. As Moldova works to solidify its Western oriented energy security, what 
energy projects should the United States support in Moldova? 

Answer. The United States should prioritize projects that strengthen Moldova’s 
energy independence and integration with European energy markets, while expand-
ing opportunities for U.S. companies. Continued support of the Liberty Line trans-
mission project will connect Moldova’s power grid to Romania, enhance energy secu-
rity, reduce dependence on Russian energy, and create opportunities for U.S. firms 
in grid infrastructure. 

The United States should also support infrastructure that advances gas and elec-
tricity generation capacity, including the Vertical Gas Corridor and the Trans-Bal-
kan Pipeline to enable greater access to U.S. LNG, and to support legislative and 
regulatory efforts to establish a civilian nuclear power program with the long-term 
goal of deploying U.S. Small Modular Reactor (SMR) technology to ensure Moldova’s 
long-term energy independence. 

Question. As the United States enforces its sanctions on corrupt Moldovan 
oligarchs Ilan Shor and Vladimir Plahotniuc, and builds on the Trump Administra-
tion’s sanctioning of the Ilan Shor controlled cryptocurrency exchange A7, what spe-
cific additional steps should the United States take to combat illicit financing in 
Moldova? 

Answer. U.S.-sanctioned fugitive oligarch Ilan Shor and his associates have in-
flicted serious harm on Moldova. The Moldovan government has sentenced Shor in 
absentia to 15 years in prison for his role in the 2014 ‘‘theft of the century’’ banking 
scandal and is pursuing additional charges against him and other criminal actors. 
I commend Moldova’s efforts to deliver justice for its citizens. 

During national elections in 2024 and 2025 Russia-linked actors, including Shor, 
waged an intense foreign interference campaign involving vote-buying, illicit financ-
ing, and cyber-attacks. With support from the United States and other partners, 
Moldova withstood these attacks, though similar threats will persist. 

If confirmed, I will work with Moldovan officials to strengthen electoral integrity 
in a transparent manner, making sure the government is able to withstand illicit 
foreign attacks while ensuring legitimate political actors can participate and 
Moldovan citizens can express their views freely. 

Question. Following Moldova’s decision to abolish customs duties on almost all 
U.S. imports, should the United States reciprocate? 

Answer. Moldova’s decision to eliminate tariffs on most U.S. goods was a strong 
signal of support for balanced bilateral trade. If confirmed, I will continue to advo-
cate for American commercial interests in Moldova. 

Question. As the economic pressure builds on the separatist Transnistria region, 
how can the United States best ensure Moldovan agency in the reintegration proc-
ess? 

Answer. The United States is an observer to, and supports, the OSCE-facilitated 
5+2 process, which includes both Russia and Ukraine with the U.S. and EU as ob-
servers. The 5+2 has not formally met since the outbreak of COVID–19. In the ab-
sence of formal 5+2 sessions, we communicate with all sides and push for progress, 
including by supporting direct discussions between Chisinau and Tiraspol. Those 
meetings have been facilitated by the OSCE Mission in Moldova. The United States 
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has nominated a candidate for the OSCE Moldova head of mission position. If con-
firmed, I would support meaningful efforts to resolve the Transnistrian conflict 
peacefully and uphold Moldova’s sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

Question. As the United States and Moldova implement the bilateral third country 
removal agreement do you commit to open communication with the Committee re-
garding the operations of this arrangement in Moldova? 

Answer. As a private citizen, I was not briefed on any bilateral negotiations or 
agreements. If confirmed, I will work with the committee and the Department of 
State on all inquiries. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JOSEPH BURKHALTER BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. In your view, what would a just and equitable peace look like in 
Ukraine? 

Answer. Ukraine would be a stable, sovereign country increasingly able to provide 
for its own security. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you use your position to counter Russian 
disinformation campaigns in Moldova about the war in Ukraine? 

Answer. The Moldovan government concluded that Russia engaged in extensive 
interference efforts in the lead up to and during Moldova’s 2024 Presidential elec-
tion and constitutional referendum, and in the lead up to and during the 2025 par-
liamentary elections. The Moldovan government also assessed that the Russian gov-
ernment messaged via coordinated information campaigns that Moldova’s coopera-
tion with NATO and the EU would draw the country into war alongside Ukraine. 
The United States affirms its support for Moldova’s sovereignty and the best way 
to counter false narratives is free speech. And if confirmed, I will use every appro-
priate diplomatic tool to support Moldova’s sovereign right to chart its own course 
free from outside coercion, counter anti-American propaganda, and champion the 
open flow of accurate information over government-directed censorship. 

Question. After the Brexit vote, you spoke against the European Union’s regu-
latory framework as a ‘‘burden’’ for Britain. As Moldova begins membership discus-
sions with the European Union, do you believe the United States should support 
their efforts? 

Answer. Moldova enshrined its EU hopes in a 2024 constitutional referendum. We 
support Moldova and its constitutional order; whether to join the EU is a decision 
for Moldova and the EU states to determine. 

Question. Why or why not? 
Answer. The United States welcomes reforms Moldova will make related to EU 

accession that will improve the business climate, enshrine property rights legisla-
tion needed for Holocaust era compensation, and ensure regional stability. 

Question. Describe your previous work in international diplomacy and how that 
experience will help you fulfill your duties as Ambassador. 

Answer. While never serving in a formal government diplomatic role, I have stud-
ied, lived and worked abroad. My work abroad (for the last 16 years) has been with 
two law firms exclusively representing U.S. companies helping them grow their foot-
prints overseas in business development. I believe this makes me uniquely qualified 
to understand the opportunities and challenges facing Americans abroad. 

Furthermore, I did serve as a Presidential appointment to the APEC Business Ad-
visory Council (ABAC) which is the official private-sector arm of the Asian-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation (APEC). As a non-governmental entity, it presents actionable 
policy recommendations to the APEC Economic leaders promoting economic growth 
between the U.S. and the Asian Pacific region. 

Question. In your view, what are the most pressing issues or challenges in our 
bilateral relationship with Moldova? 

Answer. I understand that the United States and Moldova are strong partners. 
But just like in any partnership, there are areas for improvement. As Moldova ad-
dresses economic and demographic challenges, as well as increasing political pres-
sures from Brussels to comply with EU migration practices as an aspirant state, it 
will need to refine its approach to migration. 
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The United States should not be paying the bills in areas where European states 
might better carry the burden. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you address the primary security and economic 
threats to U.S. interests in Moldova? 

Answer. The United States supports Moldova’s sovereignty, territorial integrity, 
and independence and ability to pursue its constitutionally enshrined democratic, 
European path. We support meaningful efforts to find a peaceful comprehensive set-
tlement to the Transnistria conflict that respects Moldova’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. If confirmed, I will continue to work with the Moldovan government 
to promote a mutually beneficial economic relationship. 

Question. In your own words, what is an America First foreign policy? 
Answer. American First Foreign Policy first and foremost is about promoting the 

safety and security of United States Citizens and Businesses abroad. Maintaining 
this focus results in making the U.S. stronger and more prosperous around the 
world. American First Foreign Policy is also about building on years of U.S. engage-
ments and healthy bi-lateral relationships with our shared values partners. 

Focusing on business between the U.S. and our trading partners worldwide is a 
key tenet of AF Foreign Policy and Commercial Diplomacy. Thru this pragmatic ap-
proach prioritizing U.S. National interests allows us to support our allies on stra-
tegic nexus projects and simultaneously grow U.S. business opportunities. 

Question. What will implementing an America First foreign policy entail in 
Moldova? 

Answer. If confirmed, my first priority will be the protection of U.S. citizens. The 
second will be the expansion of opportunities for U.S. investors, especially in the en-
ergy, cyber, health, and technology sectors. The third will be to promote regional 
stability, including a resolution to the Transnistria conflict on a timeline and in 
alignment with the President’s peace initiatives. 

Question. In Moldova, how is the United States working to push back against 
Russian and Chinese influence? 

Answer. The United States affirms its support for Moldova’s sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity. The United States is ready to work with partners under the aus-
pices of the OSCE, or in any other manner in coordination with Moldova, to advance 
withdrawal of Russian forces and munitions from the Transnistria region. On 
China, if confirmed, I will work with the Moldovan government and regional allies, 
including Sweden, to decouple Moldova from Chinese influence and accelerate its 
adoption of preferred Western vendors over Chinese technologies. 

Question. Are there opportunities where the U.S. can present alternatives to PRC 
or Russian influence operations or infrastructure investments that align with our 
strategic interests? 

Answer. Several American companies operate in or maintain commercial partner-
ships with Moldova. Most U.S. commercial activity is concentrated in consumer 
goods, information technology, agriculture, consulting, and finance. Several U.S. en-
gineering, consulting, and development firms are also active in Moldova through en-
ergy and infrastructure projects supported by the U.S. Government and inter-
national donors. For example, Black and Veatch completed the preliminary engi-
neering analysis of the $130 million high-voltage transmission line, known as the 
Liberty Line. If confirmed, I will work to promote investments that align with our 
strategic interests, and act as alternatives to PRC or Russian initiatives. 

Question. Congress and the executive branch at times have opposing views on how 
to achieve our national security goals abroad. How will you approach situations 
where the statutory requirements and oversight actions by Congress diverge from 
the executive branch’s policy priorities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I am committed to working with the U.S. Department of 
State and this Committee when inquiries for oversight and hearings are passed to 
me. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to obligating all appropriated funds for pro-
grams and statutory requirements under your management? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to obligating all appropriated funds for programs 
and statutory requirements under my management, in full accordance with the law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to providing timely briefings and responses 
to congressional inquiries? 
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Answer. If confirmed, I agree to appear before this Committee when invited and 
agree to work with the U.S. Department of State to answer any inquiries from the 
Committee. 

Question. What do you consider a reasonable timeframe for response? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work with our Bureau of Legislative Affairs at the 

U.S. Department of State to provide timely and appropriate responses to this Com-
mittee. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work to promote human rights, press free-
dom, and anti-corruption efforts in Moldova? 

Answer. The United States welcomes the commitment from President Sandu to 
advance human rights as a policy priority. We commend the Moldovan government 
for generally taking credible steps to identify and punish officials who commit 
human rights abuses. These issues are detailed in the Department’s Country Re-
ports on Human Rights Conditions. If confirmed, I will continue to work with the 
Moldovan government on human rights. 

Antisemitism incidents in Moldova are rare but do occur, primarily in anonymous 
online forums. Chisinau has made public commitments to combat antisemitism. 
Moldova endorsed the Global Guidelines for Countering Antisemitism, but in terms 
of support for the Jewish community, has more to do on Holocaust era property 
issues. If confirmed, this is a priority for me to engage the Moldovan government 
on. 

Press freedom is essential to an informed citizenry and indispensable to democ-
racy. Journalists and media workers must be able to do their jobs without censor-
ship, intimidation, or fear of retaliation, and if confirmed I will make clear that the 
United States stands with those who report freely and hold power to account. 

Question. Describe your philosophy on humanitarian aid. What are the respon-
sibilities and opportunities for the United States in providing humanitarian aid and 
assistance around the globe? 

Answer. Humanitarian assistance should focus on promoting our national interest 
in being a global leader and delivering life-saving aid at a reasonable cost, with the 
goal that eventually countries will no longer require aid. 

In countries where humanitarian crises threaten national security, foreign policy 
interests, and risk destabilizing allies, humanitarian assistance is key to advancing 
the United States’ interests. More broadly, foreign assistance is a tool that can pro-
mote good relations, promote U.S. business, and stabilize emergencies that would 
be more costly later. 

Question. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes on humanitarian aid? 

Answer. For the Department, the advantage of working through multilateral proc-
esses (such as pooled funding or global awards to implementing organizations) is the 
ability to also drive reforms to overhaul multilateral foreign assistance, advocate 
with donor states to increase their contributions, and to streamline and rapidly 
scale up a common humanitarian assistance package across several humanitarian 
crises. This reduces the potential for duplication, helps minimize administrative 
costs, and requires fewer U.S. management resources and staff. More tailored bilat-
eral assistance can complement and fill gaps for a more specialized, or context-spe-
cific humanitarian assistance need, and allow us to act quickly when a new disaster 
occurs in a country where a multilateral mechanism has not been stood up. 

Question. What should be the determining factors on whether to use humani-
tarian aid as a tool in our national security toolkit? 

Answer. Secretary Rubio has stated that the United States will no longer bear the 
cost of global humanitarian aid in perpetuity and is demanding stricter oversight 
of programs and greater burden shifting to other international donors. The United 
States is providing substantial life-saving humanitarian assistance in circumstances 
where the needs and U.S. foreign policy priorities overlap, exceeding the response 
capacity of the host nation. 

Question. Who makes that decision? 
Answer. Humanitarian funding and programmatic decisions are made by leader-

ship with advice from technical subject matter experts in the relevant bureau in co-
ordination with other stakeholders like F and the new Bureau for Disaster and Hu-
manitarian Response. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to promoting State Department employees 
based on merit rather than ‘‘political purity’’ tests? 
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Answer. Yes. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. JOHN HURLEY BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. If confirmed, will you support OECD membership for all countries that 
meet the necessary requirements? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will evaluate and consider together with the interagency 
OECD membership for all countries that meet the necessary requirements. 

Question. If confirmed, will you seek to advocate for Romania’s accession to the 
OECD and work within the interagency to seek the Administration’s support to se-
cure the country’s membership? 

Answer. Romania’s partnership is important to the United States, and it has 
made significant reforms to improve its investment and trade climate. If confirmed, 
I will engage the interagency to assess the merits of Romania’s reform progress in 
line with our broader U.S. economic and security objectives. 

Question. If confirmed and in light of the Administration’s efforts to deepen U.S.- 
Ukraine economic ties, will you commit to supporting a decision by the OECD Coun-
cil to open Ukraine’s accession process? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to providing my best advice and counsel to the 
Department of State and the interagency on Ukraine’s preparedness and candidacy 
for accession. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. JOHN HURLEY BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. OECD has begun accession discussions with a number of new countries. 
When considering new members, should the OECD equally prioritize its democracy 
and open market pillars, or prioritize one over the other? 

Answer. The OECD accession process is rigorous. It demands that candidate coun-
tries sometimes make serious reforms to their laws and policies to join an organiza-
tion that promotes market-based economies. The 25 OECD committees that examine 
a candidate country’s preparedness to join cover a broad array of issues, including 
trade, investment, tax, and governance, to name a few. All of these areas are critical 
to ensure that accession candidates will uphold the high standards of OECD mem-
bership. 

Question. How will you use your position to uphold ‘‘the preservation of individual 
liberty, the values of democracy, and the rule of law and protection of human rights’’ 
in countries currently seeking OECD membership, such as Thailand and Indonesia? 

Answer. I will ensure that all candidate countries proceed through the rigorous 
OECD accession process, which includes elements pertaining to anti-bribery and re-
sponsible business conduct, among other governance issues, and will offer my best 
advice and counsel to the Department of State on these countries’ readiness to join. 

Question. Describe your previous work in international diplomacy and how that 
experience will help you fulfill your duties as Ambassador. 

Answer. For the past 20 years, as part of my role as a board member of the 
EastWest Institute and the Stimson Center, I have participated in dozens of track 
two diplomacy missions throughout Europe, the Middle East and Asia, working 
closely with the Department of State, Department of War and several Administra-
tions. As Under Secretary of the Treasury for TFI, I have led negotiations with nu-
merous partners throughout the world to coordinate sanctions and financial regu-
latory policies. 

Question. In your view, what are the most pressing issues or challenges in our 
engagements with OECD? 

Answer. Our most pressing challenge is reforming OECD governance and proc-
esses to re-focus the organization on its founding mandate—to help member econo-
mies grow. The OECD functions best when it focuses on research and policy rec-
ommendations that benefit the citizens and business communities of member states, 
not on bespoke issues of concern to one or a handful of members, or even non-mem-
bers. 
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Question. In your own words, what is an America First foreign policy? 
Answer. An ‘‘America First’’ foreign policy recognizes that 100 percent of the legal 

authority to conduct foreign policy for the United States derives from the electoral 
mandate given by our citizens to the President and Members of Congress who con-
firm our appointments and fund those policies. The long-term security, freedom and 
prosperity of those citizens must always be our primary concern. 

Question. What will implementing an America First foreign policy entail within 
OECD? 

Answer. Implementing an America First foreign and trade policy entails driving 
reform at the OECD to return the organization to focus on its founding mandate 
which is to help member economies grow. It also entails ensuring decisions are firm-
ly placed in the hands of member economies. 

Question. Within OECD, how is the United States working to push back against 
Russian and Chinese influence around the globe? 

Answer. China and Russia are not OECD members, which gives the United States 
leverage to join with like-minded market economies to set global standards for trade 
and investment. In the last 18 months the United States has worked with other 
OECD members to restrict China’s participation in fora where they had previously 
been invited. In addition, OECD work on industrial subsidies has exposed China’s 
and Russia’s massive support to their own industries, which attempt to tilt the 
trade and investment playing fields in their favor. OECD members and non-mem-
bers and their business communities have used this data to go after China’s and 
Russia’s unfair trade practices. 

Question. Congress and the executive branch at times have opposing views on how 
to achieve our national security goals abroad. How will you approach situations 
where the statutory requirements and oversight actions by Congress diverge from 
the executive branch’s policy priorities? 

Answer. I will always offer my best advice and counsel to the Secretary of State 
and the executive branch when it comes to making policy decisions. I will also com-
mit to Congress, working with the State Department’s Bureau of Legislative Affairs, 
to be open and transparent on our work at the OECD. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to obligating all appropriated funds for pro-
grams and statutory requirements under your management? 

Answer. The Department implements enacted appropriations consistent with ap-
plicable law. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to providing timely briefings and responses 
to congressional inquiries? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, working with the Department’s Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs, I do. 

Question. What do you consider a reasonable timeframe for response? 
Answer. I commit to working with the Department of State’s Bureau of Legisla-

tive Affairs to meet all congressionally mandated deadlines for responses. 
Question. If confirmed, how will you work to promote human rights, press free-

dom, and anti-corruption efforts within OECD? 
Answer. I will work closely with U.S. delegates to OECD committees that cover 

these issues and will advocate for U.S. priorities with member-state delegations and 
the OECD Secretariat. 

Question. Describe your philosophy on humanitarian aid. What are the respon-
sibilities and opportunities for the United States in providing humanitarian aid and 
assistance around the globe? 

Answer. The OECD does not manage humanitarian assistance, but does research 
aid flows and impacts. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues across the Depart-
ment to ensure our OECD engagement complements broader U.S. foreign assistance 
objectives. 

Question. What are the advantages and disadvantages of working through bilat-
eral and multilateral processes on humanitarian aid? 

Answer. As a multilateral organization, the OECD provides a forum for members 
to discuss research and policies that serve to grow our economies. Some of these dis-
cussions may include humanitarian aid. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues 
across the Department to ensure our OECD engagement complements broader U.S. 
foreign assistance objectives. 
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Question. What should be the determining factors on whether to use humani-
tarian aid as a tool in our national security toolkit? 

Answer. The OECD does not manage humanitarian assistance, but does research 
aid flows and impacts. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues across the Depart-
ment to ensure our OECD engagement complements broader U.S. foreign assistance 
objectives. 

Question. Who makes that decision? 
Answer. The President, with advice from his national security staff and cabinet, 

makes this decision. If confirmed, I will work with colleagues across the Department 
to ensure our OECD engagement complements broader U.S. foreign assistance ob-
jectives. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to promoting State Department employees 
based on merit rather than ‘‘political purity’’ tests? 

Answer. Yes. 
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