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NOMINATIONS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:03 a.m., in room 

SD–419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. James E. Risch pre-
siding. 

Present: Senators Risch [presiding], Ricketts, Hagerty, Barrasso, 
Cruz, Scott, Shaheen, Coons, Murphy, Van Hollen, and Rosen. 

Also present: Senator Cotton. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES E. RISCH, 
CHAIRMAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM IDAHO 

Senator RISCH. The U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
will come to order. 

We have an interesting agenda this morning and important work 
to do. I want to open by saying as usual we welcome the attend-
ance. This is a public meeting, and certainly we enjoy people com-
ing here. 

On the other hand, we have a zero tolerance policy for either 
interruptions, or for that matter, attempting to somehow commu-
nicate with either—any members of the committee or the wit-
nesses. 

So everybody knows what the penalty for that is. It is arrest and 
banned from the committee for a year, and it has been happening 
only infrequently this year. We hope it never happens again. 

Nonetheless, we have zero tolerance for that, and we have impor-
tant business to do. We cannot do it if we are interrupted. 

So, with that, I want to thank our nominees for being with us 
today, and most importantly, to them and their families for willing 
to serve in these important positions that help govern this country. 

We are proud to have moved 33 of President Trump’s nominees 
through this committee and look forward to moving your nomina-
tions through just the same. We are at a blistering speed compared 
to the previous administrations, and that is done with the coopera-
tion, and just as importantly, the urging of the President of the 
United States. 

Mr. Helberg, as the Under Secretary of State for Economic 
Growth you will work on an extensive list of issues that will be ex-
ceptionally important as we compete with our adversaries around 
the world, particularly China. 
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The CCP—Chinese Communist Party—threatens U.S. leadership 
globally through its competition to control emerging technologies, 
abusive trade practices, and economic coercion. 

Following the previous Administration’s failure to promote U.S. 
economic interest you will be responsible for State’s role in renew-
ing American prosperity including a robust strategy to promote 
U.S. energy and technology abroad. I look forward to hearing your 
plans. 

Mr. Puzder, over the last 3 years Putin’s aggression has created 
the largest security crisis in Europe since the Second World War. 

President Trump is working diligently to help end this conflict, 
but we must keep pushing our European allies to increase their se-
curity cooperation. 

As Ambassador to the European Union your role will require 
hard conversations with America’s closest allies to urge them to 
meet the threats they face from Russia. 

You must also work with your counterpart at NATO to ensure 
U.S. security interests are reflected in European policy. 

As you understand, security investments from the EU must ben-
efit members of all our alliances, not just Europe. I hope you will 
deliver a firm message to our European allies America is a reliable 
partner, but it is not an ATM. 

Mr. Kapur, as Assistant Secretary of State for South Asian af-
fairs you have an expansive and challenging region. Many coun-
tries in South and Central Asia want to work with us. We need to 
build on that desire and create deeper partnerships that advance 
American interests. 

But at the same time, we will need to have frank conversation 
about China’s growing influence and threats to regional security, 
particularly in South Asia. 

The recent conflict between India and Pakistan is deeply con-
cerning and has shown us that we must continue our counterter-
rorism cooperation across the region. 

The U.S. shares national security interests with both countries, 
and we need peace between them. Additionally, the Biden adminis-
tration’s efforts to sweep its failures in Afghanistan under the rug 
meant turning a blind eye to oppression and a growing threat of 
terrorism in the country. 

It will be part of your job to turn the trajectory around and keep 
Americans safe. 

Mr. Black, as you know, one of our best tools to counter Chinese 
economic aggression is harnessing American ingenuity and spread-
ing it to countries in need to the U.S. international Development 
Finance Corporation. 

Congress created the DFC in partnership with President Trump, 
and it has proven to be critical in advancing U.S. economic and 
strategic interests. 

But since its creation the agency has struggled to fill its dual 
mandate to catalyze development and invest in sectors that move 
the needle in protecting our national security interests. 

That is why the Ranking Member and I are working on legisla-
tion to ensure DFC delivers both strategic and development value. 
We want the agency to attract talent, become more risk tolerant, 
and operate efficiently and effectively. 
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If confirmed, you will be taking the helm of the DFC at a critical 
juncture. I look forward to working with you to improve it. 

Mr. Brodie, as Ambassador to Finland you will step into a role 
very near to NATO’s border with Russia. Finland contributes a 
good amount of their GDP to defense spending and has a robust 
defense industrial base. 

We appreciate these contributions to our collective defense, but 
like all of us, Finland could do more. After all, a strategic location 
means that for its own security Finland must play a role in pro-
tecting the Baltic Sea from Russian hybrid operations, risks posed 
by its shadow fleet, and in securing the Arctic from Russian and 
Chinese expansion. 

Mr. Brodie, I look forward to hearing more about how you plan 
to work with Finland to counter Russian aggression and advance 
American security interests. I believe you will find Finland is a 
willing partner. 

A lot of us here pressed very hard to get them into NATO, and 
they are in now. They have a long relationship with Russia. You 
will find it quite interesting in dealing with them. 

These are exciting but challenging times in foreign policy. With-
out a doubt the work you do will be mentioned in history books for 
decades. I look forward to seeing what you accomplish to make 
America more secure and prosperous. 

Thank you and your families for willingness to serve and for 
being with us. 

Now I will turn to the distinguished Ranking Member to help 
shed light on these issues. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JEANNE SHAHEEN, 
RANKING MEMBER, U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I would 
just add to your comment about the speed with which we are try-
ing to get our ambassadorial nominees on the ground that in addi-
tion to the President and to your leadership, the Democratic minor-
ity has been very important in helping to move those nominees in 
a way that has—is important to the country. 

I hope that is a model that will continue regardless of who the 
next President is because it is in America’s interest to have our 
nominees on the ground. 

Now, welcome to each of you. Congratulations on your nomina-
tion. Welcome to your families and friends who are here to support 
you. 

From leading diplomatic missions in Europe to guiding policy in 
South Asia to promoting economic growth at the State Department 
or the Development Finance Corporation, one of your most impor-
tant responsibilities, if you are confirmed, will be protecting the 
United States from our adversaries. 

Mr. Helberg, you have been nominated to be Under Secretary of 
State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environment. 

In the past you have been outspoken in supporting tougher U.S. 
action toward the Chinese, toward their use of technology and for-
eign influence, and whether it is space technology or renewable en-
ergy or artificial intelligence, Beijing is working to outcompete the 
United States. 



4 

But your ethics agreement, which is designed to safeguard tax-
payer dollars and our national security, lists these sectors as poten-
tial conflicts of interest. 

So I am going to be interested in hearing how you will be able 
to work to counter China’s influence if you have to recuse yourself 
or avoid participating in meetings on these topics. 

Mr. Black, you have been nominated to lead the Development Fi-
nance Corporation, and while we do not yet know the full scope of 
DFC’s responsibilities, you have written about prioritizing private 
equity investments, something that we all agree needs to change 
with DFC. 

Until recently the U.S. Agency for International Development 
and the Millennial Challenge Corporation were laying the ground-
work for private investment by building roads, installing electricity, 
delivering fresh water, and without these development projects it 
will be harder for the DFC to attract the private investments nec-
essary to counter China’s Belt and Road Initiative. 

So, if confirmed, how will you ensure countering adversaries re-
mains one of the DFC’s priorities? And given DFC leadership of the 
U.S.-Ukraine Reconstruction Investment Fund, how will you look 
out for both the United States and Ukrainian interests in the crit-
ical minerals deal? 

Mr. Kapur, you have been nominated to be Assistant Secretary 
for South Asian Affairs. Not only does this post encompass a recent 
worrying military exchange between India and Pakistan, two states 
with nuclear weapons, it also includes Afghanistan, a country I do 
not believe we should simply wash our hands of now that the 
Taliban is in charge. 

That is also true for the Afghans who stood with our service 
members and diplomats and answered the call to promote women’s 
rights and minority rights and democracy in Afghanistan. 

So, if confirmed, what will you do to make sure we do not aban-
don Afghan SIVs and refugees including those safely resettled in 
the United States? 

Mr. Brodie and Mr. Puzder, you have been nominated to serve 
in posts representing the U.S. in Finland and the EU. I would like 
to hear how you will bring an end to this senseless tariff brawl 
with our European allies, which is costing American consumers on 
a daily basis. 

I also hope you will speak to how you will reassure our European 
allies facing the threat of Russian aggression. It appears that 
President Trump has caught on to Putin’s delaying tactics, which 
I believe is a step in the right direction, but we need to find ways 
to keep the pressure on Vladimir Putin and Russia like the Gra-
ham-Blumenthal sanctions bill that has overwhelming support in 
the Senate from over 80 Senate sponsors. 

How will you use your post to give President Trump and the 
United States more leverage against Russia? 

Finally, Mr. Puzder, in addition to these substantive questions I 
want to address concerns about your fitness for this position. You 
were nominated to serve as Secretary of Labor in the first Trump 
administration, but Republican members of this Senate refused to 
confirm you. 
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The facts have not changed in the last 8 years, but this com-
mittee needs to conduct its own due diligence on your suitability 
for this role and for Senate confirmation, and frankly, some of the 
past statements and allegations against you are deeply concerning. 

So I look forward to hearing from you and from all of our nomi-
nees today. Thank you all, and again, thank you for being willing 
to continue to serve this country. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Shaheen. 
How this is going to work we have got a few introductions Sen-

ators want to make, and then we will hear each of you for about 
5 minutes. Try to keep it to 5 minutes. 

We can—if it is longer than that you can certainly put other 
statements in the record if you wish. Then we will open it up to 
a round of 5 minute questions back and forth. 

So let us start. Senator Cotton is a very busy Senator, and he 
has graced us with his presence this morning to make an introduc-
tion. 

So, Senator Cotton, the floor is yours. 

STATEMENT OF HON. TOM COTTON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM ARKANSAS 

Senator COTTON. Thank you, Chairman Risch and Senator Sha-
heen, members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. 

Good morning. I want to congratulate all of our nominees, many 
of whom I know personally, and thank them for their willingness 
to serve the country. 

But I am specifically here today to introduce a true America 
First patriot, Mr. Benjamin Black, who is joined today by his wife 
Charlotte, and I understand the two of you are also celebrating 
your wedding anniversary tomorrow. 

So, first, I want to congratulate you, and second, I want to say 
I hope you have something better in mind than this hearing for 
your anniversary. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator COTTON. I also want to thank Ben for answering the call 

to serve our nation as the Chief Executive Officer of the United 
States International Development Finance Corporation. 

I am here today to offer my full support for Mr. Black’s nomina-
tion to serve in this position. 

Created during the first Trump administration, the International 
Development Finance Corporation facilitates oversees investment 
projects that better position us to compete with Communist China’s 
global infrastructure pursuits. 

This position requires a person with expertise in strategic invest-
ment opportunities, an understanding of America’s foreign policy 
priorities, and tested leadership capabilities. 

For these reasons I am confident that President Trump made the 
right choice in selecting Mr. Black for the job. 

Mr. Black has spent more than 15 years working in credit and 
equity investing. He is the founder and managing Partner of 
Fortinbras Enterprises, a multi-strategy credit investment firm. 

Previously, he served as the senior portfolio manager and head 
of credit at Michael Milken’s Knowledge Universe Holdings as prin-
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cipal and co-founder of OCB Partners and as an associate at Apollo 
Global Management. 

Additionally, Mr. Black is on the boards of Ascent Hospitality, 
Peninsula Real Estate, and the Naval War College. He is a member 
of the Global Advisory Council of the Woodrow Wilson Center and 
a member of the advisory board at Harvard’s Center for Public 
Leadership. 

Along with his family, Mr. Black provides support to veterans 
and active duty members of our armed forces, attending Harvard’s 
JFK School of Government, the Harvard Business School, and Har-
vard Law School where Mr. Black received not only an MBA but 
a JD, in addition to the BA he received from University of Pennsyl-
vania in history and the masters of law he has from New York Uni-
versity. 

He has, as we say in Arkansas, more degrees than a thermom-
eter. All of this is to say simply that I believe Mr. Black will bring 
a wide range of experience and expertise to this job. 

I am pleased to support his nomination, and I urge all of my col-
leagues on the committee and the Senate to join me in doing the 
same. 

Senator Risch, Senator Shaheen, thank you for allowing me to 
appear. 

Senator RISCH. Senator Cotton, thank you very much for those 
good remarks, and I know you have got other stuff to do so you are 
welcome to stay but understand you have other fish to fry, so to 
speak. 

Senator Cruz. 
Well, actually Senator Scott was here first. Let us give him a run 

at this. 
Senator Scott. 

STATEMENT OF HON. RICK SCOTT, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM FLORIDA 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you, Chairman. 
It is my honor today to introduce my friend Jacob Helberg, Presi-

dent Trump’s nominee to serve as Under Secretary of State for Eco-
nomic Growth, Energy and the Environment, to this committee. 

I have had the privilege of knowing and collaborating with Mr. 
Helberg for several years now. He is smart, hardworking, with a 
wide breadth of expertise. 

Years ago, when I was warned about the growing threats of Com-
munist China, he joined me for a roundtable discussion. We have 
continued to work together on this and several other issues. 

It is wholly unsurprising to me then that when President Trump 
was selecting someone to serve in this important role Mr. Helberg 
stood out in both the depth of his experience and his willingness 
to serve. 

Jacob is someone who deeply loves this country. As a grandchild 
of two Holocaust survivors he personally understands the reality of 
global threats and also the unshakable value of the American 
dream. 

He is a patriot. He recognizes that America’s strength begins at 
home with a strong economy, abundant energy, and the freedom to 
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innovate. He is principled. He listens and he brings people together 
to solve hard problems. 

He has been a leading voice on the threat of Communist China 
to the American and global economies and to our national security. 
He has worked at the forefront of America’s response to 
authoritarianism, supply chain insecurity, and energy dependency. 

He has worked in both the private and public sectors. As some-
one who ran businesses before embarking on government service, 
I can confirm Mr. Helberg embodies the bold qualities of both. 

At a time when the lines between the economics and inter-
national security are increasingly intertwined, Jacob’s knowledge 
from semiconductors to critical minerals to countering Xi in Com-
munist China is indispensable. 

But what stands out even more than Mr. Helberg’s policy depth 
is his character. I have every confidence that he will serve this 
country with honor and distinction, and I am confident he will be 
a strong asset to the team President Trump and Secretary of State 
Rubio have assembled to pursue peace through strength. 

He has my full support. I urge my colleagues to advance his 
nomination quickly. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Scott. We appreciate that. 
Senator Cruz. 

STATEMENT OF HON. TED CRUZ, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TEXAS 

Senator CRUZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and let me say to each 
of the nominees I have multiple friends here today. Welcome. Con-
gratulations. 

I am confident you are all going to do a terrific job, although, Mr. 
Black, I will say you have too many damn degrees from Harvard. 
You may have lost my vote just based on that. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator CRUZ. It is my honor right now to introduce today, How-

ard Brodie. Howard is a Yale Law School graduate, which is not 
any better, with extensive experience in international business, 
major financial transactions, and negotiations. 

Prior to his time at Yale, he graduated from Duke University 
with a degree in political science where he also contributed to the 
Duke Journal of Politics. 

His academic pursuits also led him to study at Oxford University 
and later serve as a visiting scholar at St. Petersburg Law School 
in Russia. 

For over 30 years Howard has supported international corpora-
tions in navigating complex negotiations across Europe, North 
America, and Asia. As an attorney, he has provided legal counsel 
to companies such as Emcore Corporation and Purolite Corpora-
tion. 

Howard currently serves as co-president and general counsel for 
Brodie Generational Capital Partners where he leads investment 
and legal strategy. 

Howard’s deep commitment to education extends to his philan-
thropy. He has donated to Yale Law School, where he also founded 
the Howard Wexler Brodie 93 School of Jewish and Israeli Law as 
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well as to Brasenose College at Oxford University and the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania. 

His extensive experience in international negotiations, his time 
teaching and learning overseas, and his ability to lead and manage 
complex, cross-cultural environments make him a well qualified 
candidate to represent the United States overseas. 

But what makes Howard particularly qualified to be U.S. Ambas-
sador to Finland is his love for his country and for Finland, his de-
votion to putting the United States first, and his commitment to 
working with the President to foster international relations. 

Howard is the right candidate to serve as Ambassador to Fin-
land, and I encourage my colleagues to support his nomination. 

Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you very much, Senator Cruz. 
I know Senator Hagerty has some introductions too, and we will 

give him the floor when he gets here, but in the meantime let us 
go ahead and start with the nominees’ statements. 

So we will start with you, Mr. Helberg. You have the floor for 
5 minutes, give or take. 

STATEMENT OF JACOB HELBERG, OF FLORIDA, NOMINATED 
TO BE UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ECONOMIC 
GROWTH, ENERGY, AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

Mr. HELBERG. Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and 
distinguished members of this committee, it is the honor of a life-
time to appear before you today as President Trump’s nominee for 
Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the 
Environment. 

I want to express my deep gratitude to President Trump and my 
friend Secretary Rubio for their trust and confidence. If confirmed, 
I will work every minute of every day to advance President 
Trump’s economic security and diplomacy agenda on behalf of the 
country we all love. 

I also appreciated the time that the members and staff of this 
committee have spent with me. If confirmed, I look forward to 
working closely with you. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank my husband Keith, our 
two beautiful children, Anne and Eli, my mother Edith, my step-
father Michel, and my late father Ted for their unending years of 
support. 

My grandfather was liberated by the U.S. military from Ausch-
witz and given a second chance at life. My grandparents were 32 
years old when they moved here. They had no education and spoke 
no English, but they had an instinct for survival and a dream. 

I imagine my grandfather, dispossessed of his family in the Holo-
caust, coming home tired to the bone from his day job at a Jeep 
factory and his night shift as a hospital janitor. 

I imagine telling him his adoptive country would someday give 
his grandson the opportunity to appear before the U.S. Senate as 
a nominee for Under Secretary of State. If that is not the American 
dream I do not know what is. 

I share the top policy priority of winning our strategic competi-
tion with China, something that President Trump, you, Mr. Chair-
man, and many on this very committee have long championed. 
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As an author, I have thought deeply about this issue and believe 
the relationship between Washington and Silicon Valley will di-
rectly shape the strength of America’s military and the size of its 
economy. 

I launched the Hill & Valley Forum as a superhighway for bipar-
tisan, bicoastal partnership to solve our hardest national security 
challenges. 

It has been an honor to work with many of you on a bipartisan 
basis through the Hill & Valley Forum and my work on the U.S.- 
China Economic and Security Review Commission. 

My experiences in the tech industry as an investor, advisor, au-
thor, and cofounder of the Hill & Valley Forum have prepared me 
to deploy American industry as a diplomatic instrument to make 
America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

They also instilled in me an indelible belief that economic secu-
rity is national security, an idea President Trump introduced dur-
ing his first term and one which will be the north star of the E 
family, if confirmed. 

The world economy is on the foothills of a new great divergence 
in the geography of global wealth on a scale unseen since the first 
industrial revolution. 

Nations harnessing the power of new technologies like artificial 
intelligence are economically leaping ahead of others. The implica-
tions for America’s safety and strength are significant. 

History teaches us that periods of rapid technological change can 
lead to major shifts in the global balance of power. The Trump ad-
ministration is committed to making America the birthplace and 
leader of the fourth industrial revolution. 

If confirmed, the State Department’s E family will do its part to 
ensure America’s economic and technological leadership is built on 
strong foundations. 

First and foremost, decades of globalization have left America’s 
economy precariously reliant on a technology supply chain exposed 
to geopolitical adversaries and vulnerable to disruptions. These de-
pendencies create unacceptable risks to U.S. economic security and 
long term growth. 

If confirmed, I will work closely with the U.S. International De-
velopment Finance Corporation and other departments to build the 
rails of a secure technology supply chain anchored around flagship 
projects. 

This will be the State Department’s overarching framework to 
answer President Trump’s call and guide State Department policy 
on economic statecraft, promoting America’s economic security and 
growth, and American technological dominance abroad. 

Second, if confirmed, I will work to position the United States as 
the industrial engine of the department’s global supply chain strat-
egy. 

I will do this by working with other departments including the 
Departments of Commerce and Treasury to help guide and accel-
erate the deployment of foreign investment commitments in infra-
structure that will jolt American industrial productivity and com-
petitiveness. 

Examples include advanced manufacturing like the TSMC expan-
sion in Arizona, mineral extraction processing like the Lithium 
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Loop in Nevada, and large energy infrastructure projects like the 
Alaska LNG project. 

Third, if confirmed I will implement President Trump’s America 
First trade and investment policies and work with the U.S. Trade 
Representative and other departments to expand market access for 
American companies abroad and promote exports for American en-
ergy, particularly oil, liquefied natural gas, and nuclear energy. 

I will also advance a level playing field for U.S. companies and 
address unfair and predatory trade practices, particularly by Chi-
na’s state backed global champions across third markets and the 
Global South. 

Thank you all for the opportunity to appear before this distin-
guished committee. I welcome your questions, and if confirmed I 
look forward to working with you and your staff to deliver a foreign 
policy that protects the interests of our nation and its people. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Helberg follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Jacob Helberg 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished Members of this 
Committee: 

It is the honor of a lifetime to appear before you today as President Trump’s nomi-
nee for Under Secretary of State for Economic Growth, Energy, and the Environ-
ment. I want to express my deep gratitude to President Trump and my friend, Sec-
retary Rubio, for their trust and confidence. If confirmed, I will work every minute 
of every day to advance President Trump’s economic security and diplomacy agenda 
on behalf of the country we all love. 

I also appreciate the time that the Members and staff of this Committee have 
spent with me. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with you. 

On a personal note, I would like to thank my husband, Keith, our two beautiful 
children, Anne and Eli, my mother, Edith, my stepfather, Michel, and my late fa-
ther, Ted, for their unending support throughout the years. 

My grandparents were liberated by the U.S. military from Auschwitz and given 
a second chance at life. They were 32 years old when they moved here. They had 
no education and spoke no English, but they had an instinct for survival and a 
dream. I imagine my grandfather, dispossessed of his family in the Holocaust, com-
ing home tired to the bone from his day-job at a Jeep factory and his night shift 
as a hospital janitor. I imagine telling him his adoptive country would someday give 
his grandson the opportunity to appear before the U.S. Senate as nominee for Under 
Secretary of State. If that isn’t the American dream, I don’t know what is. 

I share the top policy priority of winning our strategic competition with China, 
something that President Trump, you, Mr. Chairman, and many on this very com-
mittee have long championed. As an author, I have thought deeply about this issue 
and believe the relationship between Washington and Silicon Valley will directly 
shape the strength of America’s military and the size of its economy. I launched the 
Hill & Valley Forum as a superhighway for bipartisan bicoastal partnership to solve 
our hardest national security challenges. It has been an honor to work with many 
of you on a bipartisan basis through the Hill & Valley Forum and my work on the 
U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission. 

My experiences in the tech industry, as an investor, advisor, author, and co-
founder of the Hill & Valley Forum, have prepared me to deploy American industry 
as a diplomatic instrument to make America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 
They also instilled in me an indelible belief that economic security is national secu-
rity—an idea President Trump introduced during his first term, and one which will 
be the North Star for the E family, if confirmed. 

The world economy is on the foothills of a new Great Divergence in the geography 
of global wealth, on a scale unseen since the first Industrial Revolution. Nations 
harnessing the power of artificial intelligence are economically leaping ahead of oth-
ers. The implications for America’s safety and strength are significant. History 
teaches us that periods of rapid technological change can lead to major shifts in the 
global balance of power. The Trump administration is committed to making America 
the birthplace and leader of the Fourth Industrial Revolution. 

If confirmed, the State Department’s E Family will do its part to ensure America’s 
economic and technological leadership is built on strong foundations. 

First and foremost, decades of globalization have left America’s economy precar-
iously reliant on a technology supply chain exposed to geopolitical adversaries and 
vulnerable to disruptions. These dependencies create unacceptable risks to U.S. eco-
nomic security and long-term growth. If confirmed, I will work closely with the U.S. 
International Development Finance Corporation and other Departments to build the 
rails of a secure technology supply chain, anchored around flagship projects. This 
will be the State Department’s overarching framework to answer President Trump’s 
call and ‘‘guide State Department policy on economic statecraft, promoting America’s 
economic security and growth, and American technological dominance abroad.’’ 

Second, if confirmed, I will work to position the United States as the industrial 
engine of the Department’s global supply chain strategy. I will do this by working 
with other Departments, including the Departments of Commerce and Treasury, to 
help guide and accelerate the deployment of foreign investment commitments in in-
frastructure that will jolt American industrial productivity and competitiveness. Ex-
amples include advanced manufacturing like the TSMC expansion in Arizona, min-
eral extraction and processing like the Lithium Loop in Nevada, and large energy 
infrastructure projects like the Alaska LNG project. 

Third, if confirmed, I will implement President Trump’s America First Trade and 
Investment Policies and work with the U.S. Trade Representative and other Depart-
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ments to expand market access for American companies abroad and promote exports 
of American energy, particularly oil, liquefied natural gas, and nuclear energy. I will 
also work to advance a level playing field for U.S. companies and address unfair 
and predatory trade practices, particularly by China’s state-backed ‘‘global cham-
pions’’ across third markets and the Global South. 

Thank you all again for the opportunity to appear before this distinguished Com-
mittee. I welcome your questions. And, if confirmed, I look forward to working with 
you and your staff to deliver a foreign policy that protects the interests of our Na-
tion and its people. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Mr. Helberg. 
Mr. Puzder. 

STATEMENT OF ANDREW PUZDER, OF TENNESSEE, NOMI-
NATED TO BE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA TO THE EUROPEAN UNION, WITH THE RANK OF 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

Mr. PUZDER. Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and 
distinguished members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
thank you for the opportunity to appear before you as President 
Trump’s nominee to be the United States Ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union. 

I am immensely honored by the confidence President Trump and 
Secretary Rubio have placed in me. I am also very grateful for the 
support of my wife of nearly 38 years, Deanna. She is here with 
me today, and I would not be here today if not for her support. 

I am also very grateful for the love and support of my six chil-
dren, three of whom are here today—my daughter Vanessa and my 
sons Christian and John—and my six grandchildren, the oldest of 
whom is serving as we speak in the Pacific on the aircraft carrier 
Nimitz. Thank you for all the joy you bring to my life. 

Today, I remember my parents who encouraged me to dream big 
and always said I could be whatever I wanted to be if I put in the 
work. I grew up in a working class home in Cleveland, Ohio, and 
became the first member of my family to graduate from college. 

My parents did not have the money to help with my education, 
but thankfully, I grew up in a country that provided a path for me 
to work my way through college and law school while supporting 
my young family. 

Our great country has given me tremendous opportunities, and 
if confirmed I will give America my best. I would employ the prin-
ciples that made me successful as an attorney and in business to 
make our nation safer, stronger, and more prosperous for the good 
of the American people. 

I consider it a particularly special honor that President Trump 
nominated me as Ambassador to the EU, America’s largest trading 
partner and our nation’s top counterterrorism partner for over the 
past 20 years. 

As Secretary Rubio said, America First does not mean America 
Only. Our U.S.-EU relationship is incredibly consequential for 
American security and prosperity. 

In this respect, there are three lines of effort that I would like 
to touch on today because they are critical to making the United 
States safer, stronger. and more prosperous. 

First, as President Trump has said, trade with the EU must be 
both fair and free to promote American prosperity. If confirmed, I 
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will work to ensure that transatlantic commerce serves the eco-
nomic interests of the American people. 

The United States should be the EU’s economic partner of choice 
in every sector. The U.S.-EU trade relationship holds immense po-
tential. 

But as President Trump has made abundantly clear, this poten-
tial can only be unleashed if the EU market is more open to buying 
American goods and services. 

If confirmed, I will work to expand U.S. exports from agricultural 
products to energy, automobiles, machinery, and defense equip-
ment with the latter being essential for expanded European de-
fense capacity. 

President Trump’s America First agenda is strengthening Amer-
ica’s global leadership, and if confirmed I will commit to protecting 
America’s economic leadership in Europe. 

Second, I will advocate for an EU market where American com-
panies are free to thrive without excessive regulation, red tape, and 
taxes. 

For far too long American companies have been unfairly targeted 
by EU regulators and penalized for their success, particularly 
American tech companies, which are the envy of the world, leading 
the way on innovation. 

When American companies are allowed to innovate and grow 
they thrive, and the American people, as well as people across the 
globe, benefit and prosper. 

Third, global peace is essential for American safety and pros-
perity. Commerce prospers where peace abounds. This is why 
President Trump and Secretary Rubio are urging the EU to invest 
more in defense. 

Europe must be up to the task of defending itself. If confirmed, 
I will advocate for a Europe that assumes a greater role in its de-
fense, fostering peace and international security. 

In closing, I am proof that the American dream is alive and well. 
My path to success was made possible only by the support of my 
family and the free market capitalism our great country offers. 

Free markets are the proven path to prosperity and have lifted 
billions of people out of extreme poverty across the globe over the 
past 200 years including my family, which has deep roots across 
the European continent. 

During my time as CEO of CKE Restaurants, a position my Slo-
vakian grandparents would never have imagined I could achieve, 
I saw firsthand the great talent and potential of the American 
work force and how functioning free markets create jobs and oppor-
tunity while increasing wages for working class Americans. 

America can further grow those opportunities if our transatlantic 
relationship advances America’s interests. Thanks to President 
Trump’s America First foreign policy the United States is now posi-
tioned to enjoy an economic resurgence. 

Fair and robust transatlantic trade, bolstered by peace in Eu-
rope, will advance, preserve, and strengthen American prosperity 
and security. 

If confirmed, I will bring the same determination I brought to my 
business career to the cause of ensuring that our transatlantic rela-
tionship works for the American people. 
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I have heard very positive things about the staff of the EU em-
bassy in Brussels, and if confirmed, I look forward to meeting and 
working with every one of them. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my American story with 
this esteemed committee. I look forward to taking your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Puzder follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Andrew Puzder 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished Members of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before 
you as President Trump’s nominee to be the United States Ambassador to the Euro-
pean Union. I’m immensely honored by the confidence President Trump and Sec-
retary Rubio have placed in me. I’m also very grateful for the support of my wife 
Deanna, my six children, and my six grandchildren. Thank you for the joy you bring 
to my life. 

Today, I remember my parents who encouraged me to dream big and always said 
I could be whatever I wanted to be if I put in the work. I grew up in a working- 
class home in Cleveland, Ohio and became the first member of my family to grad-
uate from college. 

My parents didn’t have the money to send me to college or law school. But thank-
fully, I grew up in a country that provided a path for me to work my way through 
college and law school while supporting my young family. Our great country has 
given me tremendous opportunities, and, if confirmed, I will give America my best. 
I would employ the principles that made me successful as an attorney and in busi-
ness to make our nation safer, stronger, and more prosperous for the good of the 
American people. 

During my time as CEO of CKE Restaurants, a position my Slovakian grand-
parents would never have imagined I could achieve, I saw firsthand the great talent 
and potential of the American workforce and how functioning free markets create 
jobs and opportunity while increasing wages for working-class Americans. 

I consider it a particularly special honor that President Trump nominated me as 
Ambassador to the EU, America’s largest trading partner, and our nation’s top 
counterterrorism partner for over 20 years. As Secretary Rubio said, ‘‘America First 
does not mean America Only.’’ Our U.S.-EU relationship is incredibly consequential 
for American security and prosperity. Every international relationship should ad-
vance America’s best interests, and our transatlantic relationship is no exception. 

In this respect, there are three lines of effort that I’d like to touch on today be-
cause they’re critical to making the United States safer, stronger and more pros-
perous. 

First, as President Trump has said, trade with the EU and its member states 
must be fair, free, and reciprocal to promote American prosperity. If confirmed, I’ll 
work to ensure that transatlantic commerce serves the economic interests of the 
American people. 

The United States should be the EU’s economic partner of choice in every sector. 
The U.S.-EU trade relationship holds immense potential, but, as President Trump 
has made abundantly clear, this potential can be unleashed only if the EU market 
is more open to buying American goods and services. If confirmed, I’ll work to ex-
pand U.S. exports. 

Second, I’ll advocate for an EU market where American companies are free to 
thrive without the weight of excessive regulations, red tape, and taxes. For far too 
long, American companies have been unfairly targeted by EU regulators and penal-
ized for their success. This is particularly true with respect to American tech compa-
nies, which are the envy of the world, leading the way on innovation. 

Third, global peace is essential for American safety and prosperity. Commerce 
prospers where peace abounds. 

This is why President Trump and Secretary Rubio are urging the EU to invest 
more in defense. Europe must be up to the task of defending itself. If confirmed, 
I’ll advocate for a Europe that assumes a greater role in its defense fostering peace 
and international security. 

In closing, I’m proof that the American dream is alive and well. My path to suc-
cess was made possible only by the support of my family and the free-market cap-
italism our great country offers. Free markets are the proven path to prosperity and 
have lifted billions of people out of extreme poverty across the globe over the past 
200 years, including my family, which has deep roots across the European continent. 

America can further grow those opportunities if our transatlantic relationship ad-
vances America’s interests. Thanks to President Trump’s America First foreign pol-
icy, the United States is now positioned to enjoy an economic resurgence. 

Fair and robust transatlantic trade, bolstered by peace in Europe, will advance, 
preserve and strengthen American prosperity and security. If confirmed, I’ll bring 
the same determination I brought to my business career to the cause of ensuring 
that our transatlantic relationship works for the American people. I’ve heard very 
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positive things about the staff of the U.S. Mission to the EU in Brussels and, if con-
firmed, I look forward to meeting and working with every one of them. 

Thank you for the opportunity to share my American story with this esteemed 
committee. I look forward to taking your questions. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Mr. Puzder. You are going to find 
that position very interesting. 

Senator Hagerty, you wanted to say a couple things about some 
of the nominees? 

STATEMENT OF HON. BILL HAGERTY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE 

Senator HAGERTY. I did, Chairman Risch. Thank you for the op-
portunity to do that, and Ranking Member Shaheen. I appreciate 
that. 

I wanted to mention specifically two of the candidates, and I 
might make a remark too about another as well, but both Andy 
Puzder and Jacob Helberg are long time friends of mine and people 
I think that are just eminently qualified for the positions that they 
are being nominated for by President Trump. 

Mr. Puzder, of course, has been nominated by President Trump 
to be our Ambassador to the European Union. I would like to first 
speak to his qualifications for this. 

Andy is a patriot whose highly accomplished career in business, 
law, and public policy makes him an excellent candidate for this 
ambassadorial role. Andy is widely recognized for his leadership as 
the former CEO of CKE Restaurants. That is the parent company 
of Carl’s, Jr. and Hardee’s. 

During his tenure he led the company through a significant turn-
around, growing CKE’s role as a major player in the global fast 
food industry. 

Under Andy’s leadership, CKE expanded to over 3,800 res-
taurants across 48 States and 40 foreign countries. He had more 
than 115,000 employees worldwide. 

His experience navigating international markets and cross-bor-
der business challenges gives him practical, hands on under-
standing of global commerce that will be an asset of particular rel-
evance to a diplomatic post in Brussels that is so focused on trans-
atlantic economic relations. 

Yet, his qualifications extend well beyond the boardroom. Andy’s 
a seasoned attorney, a published author, and a deeply respected 
voice in national debates over public policy. 

He has also been a vocal advocate for pro-growth economic poli-
cies, for regulatory reform, and for other efforts to strengthen 
American competitiveness in global markets, issues that are cen-
tral to the ongoing relationship between the United States and the 
European Union. 

As the nominee to be U.S. Ambassador to the EU, Andy brings 
with him not only decades of executive leadership but also a clear 
understanding of how economic policy affects real people, busi-
nesses, and international relationships. 

At a time when transatlantic cooperation faces both opportuni-
ties and challenges from trade and technology to security, Andy’s 
experience and know how will be critical to furthering ties between 
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the United States and Europe in support of President Trump’s 
agenda. 

Let me now turn to Jacob Helberg, a nominee whose vision, intel-
lect, and tenacity make him uniquely qualified for the role of 
Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Energy, and Environment. 

His nomination comes at a pivotal moment. From economic coer-
cion to critical mineral choke points to energy issues and the 
weaponization of advanced technologies, the challenges posed by 
adversaries to our nation are urgent, and they are complex. 

To meet these challenges we need fierce advocates for American 
competitiveness, advocates like Jacob, in the State Department. 
Over the years I have known Jacob, I have found that he is a true 
visionary with a rare ability to take big, strategic ideas and turn 
them into meaningful action. 

I remember when Jacob came to my office shortly after being 
nominated, and I commented that his nomination was likely very 
unwelcome news in Beijing and for a good reason. 

Jacob’s ideas and publications have helped reframe how policy-
makers view China’s predatory trade practices and the strategic di-
mensions of emerging technologies in AI, space, and robotics. 

Jacob is a public servant whose work as a commissioner on the 
U.S.-China Economic and Security Review Commission has driven 
U.S. policy toward a safer and more prosperous future. 

And Jacob is an internationally recognized leader whose Hill & 
Valley Forum has become a preeminent venue for bringing Wash-
ington policymakers and Silicon Valley innovators together to ad-
dress important economic and national security issues, the same 
issues that Jacob will tackle if he is confirmed as Under Secretary. 

At a time when authoritarian regimes like China exploit eco-
nomic tools and emerging technologies in order to undermine our 
national interests, Jacob’s nomination reflects the urgent need for 
strategic, tech savvy leadership of U.S. foreign policy. 

Jacob will bring to the role of Under Secretary not only a pro-
found understanding of the global economy but also a powerful 
grasp of the digital battlegrounds where this century’s great power 
competition is playing out right before our eyes. 

I have no doubt that Jacob will serve with an integrity, focus, 
and a determination to strengthen America’s hand on the world 
stage. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for this opportunity to intro-
duce my friends Andy and Jacob this morning, and I would also 
like to extend my regards to Ben Black. 

Ben has been nominated to lead the U.S. International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation. His expertise in investment and devel-
opment will be instrumental in advancing our nation’s global eco-
nomic interest. 

We need these highly qualified leaders in the front lines of Amer-
ican diplomacy, and I want to urge my colleagues to support their 
nominations. 

And if it would be OK with you, Mr. Chairman, I would like to 
enter my written remarks for the record. 

[The prepared statement of Senator Hagerty follows:] 
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Senator RISCH. They will be entered, Senator. Thank you very 
much. 

Senator HAGERTY. Thank you very much. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Hagerty. We appreciate that. 
Mr. Kapur, you have the floor. 

STATEMENT OF DR. PAUL KAPUR, OF CALIFORNIA, NOMI-
NATED TO BE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOUTH 
ASIAN AFFAIRS 

Dr. KAPUR. Thank you. 
Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, distinguished mem-

bers of the committee, I am honored to join you as President 
Trump’s nominee for the position of Assistant Secretary for South 
and Central Asian affairs. 

I appreciate the trust and the confidence that President Trump 
has placed in me by nominating me for this role. 

I am also grateful for the unwavering support of my family and 
friends. A number of them sit behind me today, including my wife 
and three of my five children. Others I know join us in spirit, and 
I thank them all. 

Appearing before you I cannot help but feel that I have come full 
circle. I was born in New Delhi to an Indian father and American 
mother. 

Although I visited India often during my childhood, I grew up in 
the United States as a thoroughly American kid, never imagining 
that my career would someday return me to the place where I was 
born. 

But I became interested in studying the region in graduate 
school and soon was working on it as a scholar and as a govern-
ment official. In my scholarly capacity I wrote books and articles 
about the region and its security environment and also about U.S. 
policy. 

In my official capacity I taught military officers about the region, 
led U.S.-India strategic engagement projects, and covered South 
and Central Asia in the State Department’s policy planning staff. 

Now, if confirmed, I will lead the State Department bureau re-
sponsible for this critical part of the world, so appearing before you 
today really does make me feel like I have come back to my begin-
ning. 

The United States’ relationships with the countries of South and 
Central Asia hold great promise and with effective policy they can 
flourish and enable us to achieve Secretary Rubio’s goal of making 
the United States safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

Let me briefly speak about each of these relationships and their 
opportunities. I begin with our partnership with India. 

The United States and India share a host of common interests— 
ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific region which is not domi-
nated by China, expanding bilateral trade, building our economic 
relationship so that it is more symmetrical and more profitable, fa-
cilitating technology sharing and innovation and ensuring access to 
the energy necessary to fuel our economies—and if confirmed I will 
work to further advance U.S.-India relations and put our partner-
ship on course to realize its tremendous promise. 
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On Pakistan, if confirmed I will pursue security cooperation 
where it is beneficial to U.S. interests while seeking opportunities 
for bilateral collaboration in trade and investment. 

South Asia recently avoided a costly conflict with Vice President 
Vance and Secretary Rubio intensely engaged on the issue. 

If confirmed, I will continue to promote longstanding U.S. secu-
rity interests with India and Pakistan through the pursuit of peace 
and stability and the fight against terrorism. 

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, and Bhutan are impor-
tant for stability in the Indo-Pacific region. Sri Lanka and Maldives 
are located along major oceanic trade routes while Bangladesh 
boasts the largest economy in the region after India. 

If confirmed, I will advocate for enhanced U.S. cooperation with 
these countries to bolster our security, counterbalance China’s in-
fluence, and expand trade. 

In Afghanistan, if confirmed, I will support President Trump and 
Secretary Rubio in bringing home wrongly detained Americans. I 
also will work to ensure that the country never again becomes a 
springboard for terrorism, threatening the homeland. 

Finally, in Central Asia the United States seeks to advance sov-
ereignty and the territorial integrity of regional states— 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uz-
bekistan. 

If confirmed, I will leverage the C5+1 process as well as bilateral 
formats and pursue cooperation in areas including energy, critical 
minerals, counterterrorism, the fight against transnational crime, 
and the development of physical and digital infrastructure. 

The opportunities in South and Central Asia that I have just out-
lined hold tremendous promise. If confirmed, I will pursue them 
energetically to realize their potential, to enhance the safety, 
strength, and prosperity of the American people. 

I thank the Chairman, the Ranking Member, and the committee 
for your time and the opportunity to appear before you, and I look 
forward to your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Dr. Kapur follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Paul Kapur 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, distinguished Members of the Com-
mittee, I am honored to join you as President Trump’s nominee for the position of 
Assistant Secretary of State for South and Central Asian Affairs. I appreciate the 
trust and confidence that the President placed in me by nominating me for this role. 
I am also grateful for the unwavering support of my family and friends. A number 
of them sit behind me today, including my wife and three of my five children. Oth-
ers, I know, join us in spirit. I thank them all. 

Appearing before you, I can’t avoid the feeling of having come full circle. I was 
born in New Delhi, to an Indian father and an American mother. Although I visited 
India often during my childhood, I grew up in the United States as a thoroughly 
American kid, never imagining that my career would someday return me to the 
place where I was born. But I became interested in studying the region in graduate 
school and soon was working on it as a scholar and as a government official. In my 
scholarly capacity, I wrote books and articles about South Asia’s security environ-
ment and U.S. policy in the region. In my official capacity, I taught military officers 
about the region, led U.S.-India strategic engagement projects, and covered South 
and Central Asia on the State Department’s Policy Planning Staff. Now, if con-
firmed, I will lead the State Department bureau responsible for this critical part of 
the world. Appearing before this committee today really does return me to my begin-
ning. 

The United States’ relationships with the countries of South and Central Asia 
hold great promise. With effective policy, they can flourish and enable us to achieve 
Secretary Rubio’s goal of making the United States safer, stronger, and more pros-
perous. Let me speak briefly about these relationships and their opportunities. 

I begin with our partnership with India. The United States and India share a host 
of common interests: ensuring a free and open Indo-Pacific region, which is not 
dominated by China; expanding bilateral trade, building our economic relationship 
so that it is more symmetrical and profitable; facilitating technology sharing and in-
novation; and ensuring access to the energy necessary to fuel our economies. If con-
firmed, I will work to further advance U.S.-India relations and put our partnership 
on course to realize its tremendous promise. 

On Pakistan, if confirmed, I will pursue security cooperation where beneficial to 
U.S. interests, while seeking opportunities for bilateral collaboration in trade and 
investment. 

South Asia recently avoided a costly conflict, with the Vice President and Sec-
retary Rubio intensely engaged on the issue. If confirmed, I will continue to promote 
longstanding U.S. security interests with India and Pakistan through the pursuit 
of peace and stability, and the fight against terrorism. 

Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Nepal, Maldives, and Bhutan are important for stability 
in the Indo-Pacific region. Sri Lanka and Maldives are located along major oceanic 
trade routes, while Bangladesh boasts the largest economy in the region after India. 
If confirmed, I will advocate for enhanced U.S. cooperation with these nations to bol-
ster our security, counterbalance China’s influence, and expand trade. 

In Afghanistan, if confirmed, I will support President Trump and Secretary Rubio 
in bringing home our remaining detained Americans. I also will work to ensure that 
the country never again becomes a launching pad for terrorism threatening the 
homeland. 

Finally, in Central Asia, the United States seeks to advance the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of regional states—Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, 
Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. If confirmed, I will leverage the C5+1 process as 
well as bilateral formats, and pursue cooperation in areas including energy, critical 
minerals, counterterrorism, the fight against transnational crime, and the develop-
ment of physical and digital infrastructure. 

The opportunities in South and Central Asia that I have just outlined hold tre-
mendous promise. If confirmed, I will pursue them energetically, to realize their po-
tential and to enhance the safety, strength, and prosperity of the American people. 

I thank the Chairman, Ranking Member, and Committee for your time, and the 
opportunity to appear before you. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Brodie. 
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STATEMENT OF HOWARD BRODIE, OF FLORIDA, NOMINATED 
TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF FINLAND 

Mr. BRODIE. Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and 
distinguished members of the committee, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to appear before you today. 

I am honored and humbled by President Trump’s nomination to 
serve as United States Ambassador to the Republic of Finland. 

I would like to thank the President and the Secretary of State 
for their confidence and for entrusting me with advancing the three 
fundamental pillars of American foreign policy: strength, security, 
and prosperity. 

I also want to thank my—I also want to express my gratitude to 
this committee for its vital role in shaping and overseeing our for-
eign policy. I would like to thank Senator Cruz for his generous in-
troduction and support. 

It is often said that serving overseas is a family endeavor. In 
that spirit, I want to thank my wife Jimena, a recent immigrant 
from Mexico and soon to be proud American, for her love and ex-
citement about moving our family to Finland if I am confirmed. 

I am also joined today by my parents whose guidance and un-
wavering support have shaped my values. My father is a true ex-
ample of the American dream. After losing his own father at a 
young age he helped care for his family, and alongside his brother, 
founded a small business in his basement that grew into a success-
ful multinational specialty chemical and life sciences company. 

My mother, the keeper of our family memories, recently re-
minded me that I once dreamed of a career in diplomacy. While my 
path led me first into international business law, this moment 
brings those early aspirations full circle. 

I was born and raised in Pennsylvania and attended Yale Law 
School. Over the past three decades I have worked at the intersec-
tion of law, global investment, and business, most recently as co- 
president and general counsel of my family office. 

I have negotiated deals worldwide, studied at Oxford, and lived 
and studied in Russia from 1990 to 1992. During my time in Rus-
sia I witnessed pivotal events: the Soviet crackdown in the Baltics, 
the August 1991 coup attempt, and ultimately the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

These experiences shaped my understanding of the region and 
the resilience of nations on Russia’s periphery. Few understand 
those challenges better than Finland, sharing an 830 mile land bor-
der with Russia. 

Its recent accession to NATO reinforces collective defense and 
highlights Finland’s role as a capable, reliable partner. Our bilat-
eral defense cooperation agreement enhances readiness and en-
sures strategic access in the region. Finland’s support for Ukraine 
and its investments in defense demonstrate a strong commitment 
to transatlantic security. 

As the United States advances its Arctic strategy and maintains 
freedom of navigation in the Arctic, Finland’s geographic position 
and deep cold weather expertise make it an indispensable partner. 
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As part of the Icebreaker Collaboration Effort—or ICE Pact—our 
two nations are engaging in work force development and maritime 
innovation to revitalize U.S. shipbuilding and support American 
jobs. Finland’s leadership in quantum computing and 5G and 6G 
are equally vital to countering strategic threats from China. 

Finland also plays a critical role in our economic relationship. It 
is one of the fastest growing sources of foreign direct investment 
in the United States. Finnish firms support tens of thousands of 
American jobs. 

Finland is also a key partner in securing the critical minerals 
needed for defense and high tech manufacturing, bolstering the re-
silience of U.S. supply chains. 

All of this ties back to my four core priorities, if confirmed: pro-
tecting U.S. citizens in Finland as my highest priority, deepening 
our bilateral security ties and NATO cooperation, strengthening 
Arctic and maritime collaboration, and expanding technological and 
economic ties with Finland with the goal of reducing our trade 
debt. The Finnish national epic, the Kalevala, tells of the forging 
of the Sampo, a mythical object of prosperity created through inno-
vation, effort, and resolve. 

In one passage, it reads, ‘‘The smith Ilmarinen forged the Sampo 
with skill. On one side there is a corn mill, on the second a salt 
mill, a money mill on the third, and then the Sampo ground—one 
binful to eat, another to sell, and a third to store at home.’’ 

Though the Sampo is mythical it is an apt metaphor for the val-
ues we hold in common with our Finnish partners. The grain it 
mills symbolizes self-sufficiency, the belief that a nation should 
sustain itself through its own labor. 

The salt evokes trade and our shared commitment to it being fair 
and mutually beneficial, and the money represents national 
strength, the prosperity that enables us to defend freedom and in-
vest in our future. 

I am eager to join the deeply experienced and capable team at 
Mission Helsinki. If confirmed, I will work to support their mission, 
morale, and safety every day. 

Thank you again for your consideration. I look forward to your 
questions, and if confirmed, to serving our country with honor and 
integrity in Helsinki. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Brodie follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Howard Brodie 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and Distinguished Members of the 
Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today. I am honored and hum-
bled by President Trump’s nomination to serve as the United States Ambassador 
to the Republic of Finland. I thank the President and the Secretary of State for 
their confidence and for entrusting me with advancing the three fundamental pillars 
of American foreign policy—strength, security, and prosperity. I also want to ex-
press my gratitude to this Committee for its vital role in shaping and overseeing 
our foreign policy. 

I would also like to thank Senator McCormick for his generous introduction and 
support. 

It is often said that serving overseas is a family endeavor. In that spirit, I want 
to thank my wife, Jimena—a recent immigrant from Mexico and soon-to-be proud 
American—for her love and excitement about moving our family to Finland, if I am 
confirmed. I am also joined today by my parents, whose guidance and unwavering 
support have shaped my values. My father is a true example of the American 
dream: after losing his own father at a young age, he helped care for his family and, 
alongside his brother, founded a small business in his basement that grew into a 
successful multinational specialty chemical and life sciences company. 

My mother, the keeper of our family memories, recently reminded me that I once 
dreamed of a career in diplomacy. While my path led me first into international 
business law, this moment brings those early aspirations full circle. 

I was born and raised in Pennsylvania and attended Yale Law School. Over the 
past three decades, I have worked at the intersection of law, global investment, and 
business—most recently as Co-President and General Counsel of my family office. 
I’ve negotiated deals worldwide, studied at Oxford, and lived and studied in Russia 
from 1990 to 1992. 

During my time in Russia, I witnessed pivotal events—the Soviet crackdown in 
the Baltics, the August 1991 coup attempt, and the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
These experiences shaped my understanding of the region and the resilience of na-
tions on Russia’s periphery. 

Few understand those challenges better than Finland, sharing an 830-mile land 
border with Russia. Its recent accession to NATO reinforces collective defense and 
highlights Finland’s role as a capable, reliable partner. Our bilateral Defense Co-
operation Agreement enhances readiness and ensures strategic access in the region. 
Finland’s support for Ukraine and its investments in defense demonstrate a strong 
commitment to transatlantic security. 

As the United States advances its Arctic strategy and maintains freedom of navi-
gation in the Arctic, Finland’s geographic position and deep cold-weather expertise 
make it an indispensable partner. As part of the Icebreaker Collaboration Effort— 
or ICE Pact—our two nations are engaging in workforce development and maritime 
innovation to revitalize U.S. shipbuilding and support American jobs. Finland’s lead-
ership in quantum computing and 5G and 6G are equally vital to countering stra-
tegic threats from China. 

Finland also plays a critical role in our economic relationship: it is one of the fast-
est growing sources of foreign direct investment in the United States. Finnish firms 
support tens of thousands of American jobs. Finland is also a key partner in secur-
ing the critical minerals needed for defense and high-tech manufacturing—bol-
stering the resilience of U.S. supply chains. 

All of this ties back to my four core priorities if confirmed: protecting U.S. citizens 
in Finland as my highest priority; deepening our bilateral security ties and NATO 
cooperation; strengthening Arctic and maritime collaboration; and expanding tech-
nological and economic ties with Finland with the goal of reducing our trade deficit. 

The Finnish national epic, the Kalevala, tells of the forging of the Sampo—a 
mythical object of prosperity created through innovation, effort, and resolve. In one 
passage, it reads: 

The smith Ilmarinen 
forged the Sampo with skill: 
on one side there’s a corn mill 
on the second a salt mill 
a money mill on the third. 
And then the new Sampo ground 
one binful to eat 
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another to sell 
and a third to store at home 

Though the Sampo is mythical, it is an apt metaphor for the values we hold in 
common with our Finnish partners. The grain it mills symbolizes self-sufficiency— 
the belief that a nation should sustain itself through its own labor. The salt evokes 
trade, and our shared commitment to it being fair and mutually beneficial. And the 
money represents national strength—the prosperity that enables us to defend free-
dom and invest in the future. 

I am eager to join the deeply experienced and capable team at Mission Helsinki. 
If confirmed, I will work to support their mission, morale, and safety every day. 
Thank you again for your consideration. I look forward to your questions and, if con-
firmed, to serving our country with honor and integrity in Helsinki. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. 
Mr. Black. 

STATEMENT OF BENJAMIN BLACK, OF NEW YORK, TO BE 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE UNITED STATES INTER-
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE CORPORATION 

Mr. BLACK. Thank you. 
Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and members of the 

committee, thank you for having me here today and for the time 
you and your staffs have spent with me in anticipation of this hear-
ing. 

Congratulations as well to my fellow panelists. 
Senator Cotton, thank you for your incredibly gracious introduc-

tion and your friendship over the many years, and Senator 
Hagerty, thank you very much for your kind words and endorse-
ment. 

This committee’s insights and judgments are critical to serving 
all Americans’ interests by executing foreign policy objectives 
through strategic and economic development investing. 

I am honored to be nominated by President Trump to be the 
Chief Executive Officer of the United States International Develop-
ment Finance Corporation and am forever grateful for his trust and 
faith in me. 

My wife, Charlotte, is here with me today. I want to thank her 
for her endless love, support, and encouragement. I aim to make 
her and our young son Rafe proud every day. 

Charlotte’s father, Tempel, is also the mayor of a small town in 
Illinois called Old Mill Creek, and Charlotte has incredible patience 
with civic duty and political process. 

My parents, Leon and Debra, are also here today amongst other 
family members, and I want to thank them from the bottom of my 
heart. They are wonderful parents who have always instilled in my 
siblings and I the importance of family. 

Finally, I would be remiss as an uncle on this day if I did not 
wish a very happy birthday to my twin nephews, Nate and Charlie. 

Throughout this confirmation process I have relied on the input, 
guidance, and support of the current acting as well as the former 
leadership of both the DFC and its predecessor, OPIC. 

I am deeply grateful to Scott Nathan, Adam Boehler, Ray 
Washburne, and Rob Mosbacher, Jr. I appreciate their support for 
my nomination and the agency. 

I also want to thank the fantastic group of hard working profes-
sionals at the DFC, its interagency partners, and the leadership at 
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the Departments of State, Commerce, and Treasury with whom I 
have met in preparation for this confirmation process. 

This is an exciting and important time for the DFC. I believe the 
agency is positioned to achieve great things on behalf of the Amer-
ican people. The DFC was created with bipartisan support and a 
consensus that it could be an effective tool of U.S. foreign policy. 

The DFC can be a catalyst for bringing private capital to worthy 
projects that serve the United States’ strategic foreign policy objec-
tives. It can promote economic development in allied and potential 
ally nations. 

The creation of the DFC through the BUILD Act of 2018 codified 
the DFC’s dual mandate of both economic development and stra-
tegic foreign policy priorities, provided an enhanced investing tool-
kit, and expanded the scope of investment targets. 

Implicitly and explicitly Congress has challenged the DFC to 
make a greater impact and to serve as a substantive economic 
counterweight to China and its Belt and Road Initiative and other 
global strategic competitors. 

From the Revolutionary War to the cold war, the United States 
and the American people always rise to a challenge. If confirmed, 
I aim to help the DFC rise to the challenge of China and its Belt 
and Road Initiative. 

My consultations with members of this committee and staff have 
been very valuable and informative. If confirmed, I look forward to 
working with Congress to shape and to continue to grow DFC’s ca-
pabilities and capacity so that it can properly fulfil the responsibil-
ities it has been given. 

The challenges facing our nation and the world today can seem 
overwhelming, but the opportunity for the DFC to be part of mean-
ingful solutions that move the needle is enormous. 

If confirmed, I will draw on my nearly two decades of invest-
ment, managerial, and legal experience to help the DFC pursue 
this mission. 

I will dedicate myself to making sure the agency has the right 
strategy, resources, structure, and processes to efficiently and effec-
tively source, analyze, and underwrite investment opportunities, 
and just as importantly, after deployment to properly and contin-
ually measure and monitor portfolio investments. 

If confirmed, I will do my utmost to integrate and partner with 
private sector capital providers and investors to effectively scale 
capital deployment, increase opportunities for American companies 
and workers, and help the DFC become a best in class financial in-
stitution and resource for the United States. 

There is one final person I would like to thank today, and that 
is my grandfather Ira Ressler. He served as a technical sergeant 
and rear gunner in the Army Air Corps in the Aleutian Islands 
during World War II and afterwards attended college and law 
school on the GI Bill. 

His service and patriotism inspired my lifelong dream to serve 
my country and pursue public service. He was and always will be 
my hero, and though he passed away 25 years ago his lessons, 
moral character, and ethics remain deeply ingrained on my con-
sciousness. 
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I am deeply proud to be an American, and it would be the honor 
of a lifetime to serve my fellow citizens and further the interests 
of the United States of America. 

Thank you for considering my nomination. I look forward to your 
questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Black follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Benjamin Black 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and Members of the Committee, 
thank you for having me here today and for the time you and your staff have spent 
with me, in anticipation of this hearing. Senator Cotton, thank you for your kind 
words and for your friendship over many years. This Committee’s insights and judg-
ments are critical to serving all Americans’ interests by executing foreign policy ob-
jectives through strategic and economic development investing. 

I’m honored to be nominated by President Trump to be the Chief Executive Offi-
cer of the United States International Development Finance Corporation, and am 
forever grateful for his trust and faith in me. 

My wife, Charlotte, is here with me today. I want to thank her for her love, sup-
port, and encouragement. 

I aim to make her and our son, Rafe, proud every day. 
Charlotte’s father, Tempel, is the mayor of a small town in Illinois, and while po-

litical process is not new to her, her patience and understanding throughout this 
process have been tremendous. 

My parents are also here today and I want to thank them from the bottom of my 
heart. They have been great parents. 

Together with my brothers, sister, brother-in-law, family, and friends who have 
mentored me and played such crucial roles in my life, I thank you for your love and 
support. 

I also want to wish a very happy birthday to my twin nephews. 
Throughout this confirmation process, I’ve relied on the input, guidance and sup-

port of the current acting, as well as the former leadership of both DFC and its 
predecessor, OPIC. I’m deeply grateful to Scott Nathan, Adam Boehler, Ray 
Washburne, and Rob Mosbacher Jr. I appreciate their support for my nomination 
and the agency. 

I also want to thank the fantastic group of hard-working professionals at DFC, 
its interagency partners, and those at the Departments of State, Commerce, and 
Treasury with whom I have met in preparation for this confirmation process. This 
is an exciting and important time for DFC. I believe the agency is positioned to 
achieve great things on behalf of the American people. 

DFC was created with bipartisan support and a consensus that it could be an ef-
fective tool of US foreign policy. DFC can be a catalyst for bringing private capital 
to worthy projects that serve the United States’ strategic foreign policy objectives. 
It can promote economic development in allied and potential ally nations. The cre-
ation of DFC through the BUILD Act of 2018, codified DFC’s dual mandate of both 
economic development and strategic foreign policy priorities, provided an enhanced 
investing toolkit, and expanded the scope of investment targets. Implicitly and ex-
plicitly Congress has challenged DFC to make a greater impact and to serve as a 
substantive economic counterweight to China and its Belt and Road Initiative and 
other global strategic competitors. 

My consultations with members of this Committee and staff have been very valu-
able and informative. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress to 
shape and to continue to grow DFC’s capabilities and capacity, so that it can prop-
erly fulfill the responsibilities it has been given. 

The challenges facing our nation and the world today can seem overwhelming, but 
the opportunity for DFC to be part of meaningful solutions is enormous. If con-
firmed, I will draw on my 20+ years of investment, managerial and legal experience 
to help DFC pursue this mission. I will dedicate myself to making sure the agency 
has the right strategy, resources, structure, and processes to efficiently and effec-
tively source, analyze, and underwrite investment opportunities. And after deploy-
ment to properly and continually measure and monitor portfolio investments. 

If confirmed, I will do my utmost to integrate and partner with private sector cap-
ital providers and investors to effectively scale capital deployment, increase opportu-
nities for American companies and workers, and help DFC become a best in class 
financial institution and resource for the United States. 

There’s one final person I’d like to thank today, and that’s my grandfather, Ira 
Ressler. He served as a Technical Sergeant and Rear Gunner in the Army Air Corps 
up in the Aleutian Islands during World War II, and afterwards attended College 
and Law School on the GI Bill. His service and patriotism inspired my lifelong 
dream to serve my country and pursue public service. He was my hero, and though 
he passed away 25 years ago, his lessons and moral character remain deeply in-
grained on my consciousness. I am proud to be an American and it would be the 
honor of a lifetime to serve my fellow citizens and further the interests of the United 
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States of America. Thank you for considering my nomination. I look forward to your 
questions. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much, Mr. Black. 
We are now going to do a round of 5 minute questions for mem-

bers who are here. I am going to start with myself. 
Mr. Brodie, Finland is a great example of what can happen on 

this planet. About 3 weeks before the invasion of Ukraine by Rus-
sia, my wife and I had the honor of having dinner with the Finnish 
ambassador at his home, and I had been a long time advocate for 
they and Sweden becoming members of NATO. 

We had a robust discussion, as we usually do. He underscored to 
me that 70 percent of Finnish people really wanted to stay neutral. 

They had a national policy of neutrality, which they said worked 
out very well for them, and interestingly enough they are very— 
even though they are neutral there is very few countries, I think, 
as prepared as they are to take an invasion because it is an all in 
with all their citizens. 

But in any event, we had a nice discussion about it. But he said, 
nah, they really felt neutral. So about 3 weeks later, which was— 
about a week later—it was after the invasion—I ran into him at 
another reception. 

I came across him and said, how is that neutrality thing work-
ing? He says, ‘‘We are in. We are all in.’’ 

So in that short period of time they changed dramatically. Then 
I had the good fortune of being able to visit them last year, and 
they are a great partner. 

I mean, as quickly as they came on, as you know, we struggled 
with one of our so called allies in NATO, two of them, as a matter 
of fact, to get them in. But we got the job done, and I think you 
are going to find them really all in. 

So best wishes there, and I think you are going to find that a 
not particularly heavy lift convincing them that looking West rath-
er than East is the way to go. 

Mr. Puzder, at the EU what you are going to find is Europeans 
that are very nervous, which I am sure you already know, and we 
spend a lot of time—we spend a lot of time trying to convince them 
that we are a partner. We are a reliable partner, and we are all 
in. 

We have had an argument over defense spending, and as you 
know, in NATO all of us agreed, and it was a unanimous agree-
ment that we would spend 2 percent, and until President Trump 
took office only three countries had met that 3 percent. 

And President Trump, as you know, has a way of speaking di-
rectly, and he spoke directly and the Europeans heard him, and 
they were offended a bit because he is—his sensibilities are not the 
same level as theirs are, but they started writing checks, and now 
we are into the 20s of the 32 members of NATO. 

So I hope you will be able to talk with them about defense spend-
ing and convince them that it has got nothing to do with our rela-
tionship as much as it does them meeting their obligations. 

Your thoughts on that? 
Mr. PUZDER. I think it is essential. 
Thank you very much, Senator, for that question, and I agree 

with you 100 percent. I think it is essential, as the President has 
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stated, that the Europeans be able to defend the European con-
tinent. 

And I was reading the secretary general of NATO’s comments 
yesterday about the need for NATO to step up and be able to de-
fend itself with American help. They talked about America not 
withdrawing troops. 

But NATO being NATO members needing to step up to now a 
5 percent commitment, which many have stepped up to, I believe, 
including Finland recently, and as of yesterday even Canada 
agreed that it was going to meet its commitment to do 2 percent 
5 years sooner than it had previously committed to do. 

So I am—you know, obviously, as a citizen I am not read in on 
the intricacies of what is going on in the European Union with re-
spect—or in NATO with respect to defense spending. But I think 
there is a realization in NATO that they do need to step it up, that 
the United States has commitments, particularly in the Pacific, 
that are going to be drawing on our resources. 

I was reading one member of Parliament stating that a country 
with—excuse me, yes, a country with 450 million people should not 
be depending on a country with 340 million people to defend it 
against a country with 140 million people that cannot beat a coun-
try with 38 million people. 

So it is—I think there is a realization there that they need to 
step it up. What I have heard in speaking with people over there 
is that there is a hope that somebody who actually knows the 
President and can speak with him comes over there and gives them 
a direct line, and I think that is one of the advantages I will have 
being in the European Union, and I think that will give me some 
credibility. 

Senator RISCH. Well, thank you. Although you say you are not 
read in on this spending you are going to get read in pretty quick 
on it. 

Mr. PUZDER. Yes. 
Senator RISCH. It is a matter that is discussed regularly every 

time we meet with them, and it can be robust discussion, but they 
are coming around. The momentum is the way you just described, 
and that is at first they were quite reluctant. We got a little help 
from Putin, I will admit that, but now they are—they understand 
what way this has to go. 

Senator Shaheen. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to start with you, Mr. Helberg, because I noticed in your 

opening comments that you talked about the importance of sup-
porting fossil fuels and LNG, but you did not mention clean energy 
jobs, which I found interesting because in my State of New Hamp-
shire the clean energy jobs are growing faster than the fossil fuel 
jobs, since we do not really have any fossil fuel in the State. 

And while I do not think we can move immediately to alternative 
sources of energy I do think it is an important part of our energy 
mix and that continued over reliance on fossil fuels is not in the 
long term interest of the country, and certainly China has recog-
nized that as they are looking at their energy mix in the future. 

So I want to ask you about the reorganization at the State De-
partment because under the reorganization plan at least three of-
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fices—including global health, security and diplomacy, cyberspace 
and digital policy—will report to you. 

So can you talk about how you can ensure that the reorganiza-
tion is effective and maintains the State Department expertise in 
each of those areas as part of the E Bureau? 

Mr. HELBERG. Thank you, Senator. As a private citizen I am not 
read into the full programmatic details of where budgets have been 
cut and personnel that is planned on being RIF’d. 

With that being said, the Secretary made clear in his Senate tes-
timony recently that the goal of the current reorganization that is 
in the works is to bring the State Department’s mission closer to 
its original roots, to bring the State Department back to the center 
of American foreign policymaking. 

Various accumulations of bureaucratic processes has caused the 
State Department to increasingly become marginalized in the for-
eign policymaking process over the years. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, I am not asking you to comment on spe-
cific staffing issues. I am just asking you to tell me how you think 
about the E Bureau and how you would see absorbing those other 
areas that are not directly related to what has been the long term 
mission of the Bureau. 

Mr. HELBERG. So my understanding is that the north star of the 
E Bureau, moving forward, will be economic security and economic 
statecraft, and therefore energy and technology will very much be 
a part of that. 

It is hard for me to comment exactly on the different moving 
parts of the Bureau simply because I have not seen definitive org 
charts for what the new shape of the reorg looks like. 

But ultimately, my job is a job that will be focused on imple-
menting the President’s agenda, and therefore, based on where 
they land with the current state of the org chart we will go ahead 
and execute the President’s policy to pursue economic statecraft 
and use economics as a tool to advance security interests for the 
country. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Mr. Kapur, you have taught at the Naval Postgraduate School so 

you appreciate how our men and women in uniform view the allies 
on the ground who fight with them, and again, I was interested in 
your opening comment that when you talked about Afghanistan 
you talked about wrongfully detained, which I think we would all 
agree we need to bring home anybody wrongfully detained. 

But you did not address the Afghans in the United States, the 
SIV holders, the people who risked their lives, and many people 
still are risking their lives and their families’ lives who are in Af-
ghanistan because of the Taliban rule. 

So, can you talk about how you will address that if you are con-
firmed and whether you will advocate to keep those Afghans who 
supported our men and women in the military during that fight in 
the United States so that they will not be sent back to the Taliban? 

Dr. KAPUR. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
I have not been privy to the logic and the balancing of equities 

behind the review of the Afghan relocation program, and I 
think—— 
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Senator SHAHEEN. Well, let me just ask, though, do you think Af-
ghanistan now is a safe country to return to for those who fought 
with the United States? 

Dr. KAPUR. Senator, I have not—I do not know whether it is— 
how safe it is. I mean, I think the—— 

Senator SHAHEEN. Dr. Kapur, you have taught at Stanford. You 
have taught in college. You have taught at the Naval Postgraduate 
School. 

It is hard for me to believe that you think that Afghanistan is 
a safe country for us to send Afghans who helped the United States 
back to, given all of the public reporting about the Taliban and the 
people who have been killed who fought with the United States. 

Dr. KAPUR. Senator, again, I do not know what the logic was be-
hind the review and the change in some of the subcomponents of 
the Afghan relocation program. I know that some of those—some 
of those subcomponents remain in effect. 

Some of them have been changed, and some of them have been 
canceled. When I—if I—when and if I am confirmed it is something 
that I will become more familiar with. But at this point I do not 
know what the thinking was behind the change in policy. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, I certainly hope that you will continue 
to advocate for those people who helped us during the war in Af-
ghanistan. 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Shaheen. 
Senator Ricketts. 
Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Well, thank you all for your interest in serving our country and 

for your families who also serve along with you as you work on 
their behalf. 

And Mr. Black, you should tell Charlotte’s dad that being a small 
town mayor is probably the toughest job in politics. 

I think Senator Shaheen would agree, having been a Governor, 
that it is tougher than being a Senator or a Governor because your 
neighbors are not shy about sharing with you how you are dam-
aging their quality of life by the decisions you make and so forth. 

So it is a tough job so tell him we appreciate his service there. 
Last month I hosted a bipartisan tabletop exercise with Senator 

Coons simulating a Communist Chinese energy quarantine of Tai-
wan, and that exercise confirmed one of Taiwan’s biggest 
vulnerabilities which is—in such a conflict scenario, which is en-
ergy insecurity. 

But it is not just about Taiwan. This is something that applies 
to all of our allies in the region, who are nearly just as vulnerable 
to relying heavily on seaborne energy imports in such a crisis. 

Beijing could leverage that dependence to be able to drive a 
wedge between us and our allies if that were to come to pass. 

Meanwhile, Communist China is rapidly growing its own energy 
independence. 2024 it had the largest expansion of coal power in 
its history. It is also adding on solar, wind, and nuclear, all the 
while building a naval capacity to be able to interdict and threaten 
critical energy supply lines. 

The most immediate answer to this problem is for us to increase 
our exports of LNG. We are the world’s top exporter with clean, re-
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liable gas that is already helping our allies replace coal and cut 
emissions and harden their energy resilience. 

However, we have seen firsthand Washington’s regulatory paral-
ysis especially during the Biden administration with his pause on 
LNG and what that can do to erode confidence in the United States 
as a dependable partner. 

Mr. Helberg, as Under Secretary for Energy and the Environ-
ment what will you do to ensure that the U.S. is a strategically re-
liable partner when it comes to energy for our Indo-Pacific allies? 

Mr. HELBERG. Senator, thank you for the question, and thank 
you for taking the time to meet with me in the Senate. 

Energy is—will be a critical part of the strategy to secure our 
supply chains. The United States is very fortunate to actually be 
a net exporter of energy. The United States currently is the largest 
exporter of crude oil. It is the largest exporter of natural gas in the 
world. A number of our allies and partners in the Indo-Pacific are 
net importers. India, obviously, has immense energy needs and is 
a net importer of energy. Japan is a net importer of energy and has 
substantial energy needs. 

The energy needs of these countries is projected to go up sub-
stantially as a lot of these countries look to ramp up their activities 
in cutting edge technologies like artificial intelligence which, as you 
know, require large computing clusters which are very energy in-
tensive. 

And therefore, I think there is a substantial opportunity for the 
United States to increase energy exports to a lot of these partners. 
I think doing this would make the world substantially safer be-
cause it would help these countries, particularly India, move away 
from its energy imports from Russia, which has been the main en-
gine of financing for its war in Eastern Europe. 

And ultimately, I believe the President’s executive order on nu-
clear energy will allow substantially increasing our domestic elec-
tricity generation from nuclear energy, which currently stands at 
20 percent. 

Bringing that number up will allow freeing excess capacity for 
natural gas, which we can use to export to allies around the world. 

Senator RICKETTS. Given the threat of the Communist Chinese 
imposition of a blockade or energy embargo what steps will your 
bureau take to ensure Taiwan’s energy lifeline remains open dur-
ing a crisis? 

Mr. HELBERG. Senator, the issues surrounding the physical secu-
rity and integrity of freedom of navigation I believe it will be pri-
marily a military issue, obviously, which will, if confirmed, be out-
side of my purview. 

Obviously, from an economic policy standpoint China has a very 
extensive, illicit maritime fishing flotilla that it operates across the 
Pacific which is, obviously, believed to be convertible for military 
means in a time of war. 

The United States is, based on what I understand, tracking that 
issue very closely. Ultimately, the economic integration between 
Taiwan and the United States will be a substantial factor in secu-
rity related decisions on whether and how to support Taiwan in the 
event of a conflict. Taiwan is already the tenth largest trading 
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partner of the United States. TSMC has committed to investing 
$100 billion in Arizona in advanced semiconductor manufacturing. 

So I believe bringing the two countries closer together will be key 
in driving a lot of the security considerations around freedom of 
navigation around the Taiwan Strait. 

Senator RICKETTS. Mr. Helberg, I think that one of the opportu-
nities you will have is looking at Taiwan’s current energy situation. 

They have got a nuclear power plant that they are thinking 
about shutting down. That would be an opportunity for us to help 
them keep that open. So as you talk about nuclear also being able 
to have more energy stored onsite would be another thing that 
would help them mitigate an energy quarantine. 

So I think those are some of the things you can take a look at. 
They are not directly military related but maybe within your pur-
view. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking Member, 

and just a comment. 
I share many of Senator Ricketts’ prior recent concerns and look 

forward to working with you on them. We jointly went to Taiwan 
a number of weeks ago, and the energy security concerns, I think, 
are broadly shared. 

If I could—to both Mr. Black and Mr. Helberg, congratulations 
on your nominations. My thanks to your wife Charlotte, who I hope 
will enjoy an anniversary once this confirmation is over, and to 
your husband Keith and your family. 

If I could just speak to you first, Mr. Black, about the reauthor-
ization of the DFC. As a co-author of the BUILD Act and someone 
who has strongly supported the DFC, I welcomed our constructive 
conversation. I look forward to working with Chairman Risch and 
Ranking Member Shaheen on timely reauthorization. 

I hope the Administration will share reauthorization priorities 
promptly because we have to pass this before October or it will 
hold up significant deal flow, impacting the reputation of the DFC 
and have a chilling effect on our private sector partners. 

A few just quick questions. Mr. Black, if confirmed, do you com-
mit to timely and consistent consultation with Congress in the run 
up to DFC reauthorization to ensure it meets its objectives? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, if confirmed—thank you—I would absolutely 
look forward to working with Congress on the reauthorization. 

Senator COONS. And do you commit to continuing the DFC’s dual 
strategic development mandate by continuing investments in pro-
grams that support development objectives including, for example, 
health care and agribusiness? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, thank you. 
As we discussed, I have said consistently that I feel the dual 

mandate is not in conflict. Development is very much strategic and 
has been from the earliest development projects outside the United 
States. 

Senator COONS. I appreciate that and look forward to working 
with you on it. 
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And what is your view on the equity fix and whether or not it 
could be a critical part of expanding the scope of the DFC’s reach? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, as we discussed, as currently authorized 
under the BUILD Act the DFC has a $60 billion statutory max-
imum contingent liability. At the most conservative estimate Chi-
na’s Belt and Road Initiative has spent $1.5 trillion if not—and 
most likely—much more. 

No matter what the reauthorization is, the number for the DFC 
will be smaller than that, and it should be because the beauty of 
the DFC and the United States system is not going into countries, 
not even—— 

Senator COONS. Mr. Black, would you agree that an equity fix 
might help expand the scope of the DFC’s work? 

Mr. BLACK. Being able to take equity risk would be instrumental 
to working with the private sector and creating good capital oppor-
tunities. 

Senator COONS. Last point that we discussed, the New York of-
fice provides greater access to the markets and to private sector 
partners. Will you commit to maintaining a ratio that includes ca-
reer folks in a significant percentage as opposed to political folks 
in the New York office? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, thank you. 
As you know from our conversation I am not in the building yet. 

We were with DFC’s Chief of Staff who has been speaking about 
that, and if confirmed, I think it is absolutely crucial that career 
staff get exposure to New York finance firms and be able to work 
consistently with them so that career staff in the DFC, going for-
ward, maintain continuity and are constantly on the radar and in 
conversation with the financial sector. 

Senator COONS. I think it is important to keep that balance. 
If I might, both Mr. Helberg and Mr. Black—Mr. Black, you 

spoke about your grandfather as your hero, and a key part of why 
you admire him is his integrity. As someone who worked in global 
business for an American manufacturing firm, I think that our rep-
utation as a nation committed to integrity in business dealings and 
our refusal to engage in practices comparable to our key adver-
saries, in particular the PRC, where they use bribery as a tool of 
economic advantage, and we refuse to. It makes things like the 
Foreign Corrupt Practices Act having clear guardrails really impor-
tant. 

You both currently work in industries with significant overlap 
with the responsibilities of the positions to which you have been 
nominated. 

If confirmed will you both commit to sustaining robust due dili-
gence practices to ensure economic engagement remains honest? To 
recusing yourselves from any deals or matters or agreements with 
potential for conflicts of interest and to upholding the FCPA? 

If you might, Mr. Black. 
Mr. BLACK. Senator, thank you. 
If confirmed, I fully commit to leading the DFC, following all 

strictures of the law, as well as my ethics agreement, and processes 
enforced and oversight by DFC’s ethics lawyers. 
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Senator COONS. Mr. Black, currently there is no inspector gen-
eral of the DFC. Do you recognize the central role that independent 
inspectors general play in every Federal agency? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, I am not as familiar with the workings of 
inspectors general and how the processes work from agency to 
agency. If confirmed, I will look into and look forward to working 
with Congress and looking at—— 

Senator COONS. I will tell you that inspectors general in every 
agency play a critical role in maintaining an independent review of 
the processes and conduct. They also help identify inefficiency and 
often help improve operations. 

Mr. Helberg, your comment about sustaining due diligence 
guardrails, making sure that there is neither an actual or appeared 
conflict of interest in your very important work running the E fam-
ily within State? 

Mr. HELBERG. Senator, thank you, and I appreciated the time 
meeting with your staff, and I share your sentiment on the impor-
tance of maintaining high integrity and ethics standards. 

If confirmed, I will work—my ethics agreement lays out a process 
by which I will work with State ethics attorneys in close consulta-
tion to ensure that all clauses in my ethics agreement and statutes 
passed by Congress are complied with. 

Senator COONS. Thank you. 
Mr. Helberg, two quick last questions. You will be responsible for 

overseeing the State Department’s implementation of sanctions. 
One of our primary sanctions targets is Russia, and it is critical to 
pushing Putin to the table, and frankly, we have not seen the ac-
tive ongoing work to prevent sanctions avoidance using shell com-
panies and elsewise. 

Will you commit to fully enforcing sanctions on Russia consistent 
with U.S. policy? 

Mr. HELBERG. Senator, my knowledge of the internal decision-
making process of the State Department is limited as a private cit-
izen. 

However, my understanding of current U.S. policy is the main-
taining of sanctions on Russia while the President is pursuing ac-
tive negotiations in the pursuit of a lasting peace in Eastern Eu-
rope. 

If confirmed, I will absolutely ensure that the sanctions that are 
currently in place have the highest levels of enforceability and will 
use the sanctions office to coordinate with allies to make sure that 
sanctions are enforced. 

Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Helberg. 
Senator Graham and I have worked hard to help create two pub-

lic-private foundations to address both food security and conserva-
tion and the use by terrorist organizations of ungoverned spaces. 

I look forward to working with you on both of these initiatives. 
Is that something you will commit to me that we will be able to 
do together? 

Mr. HELBERG. Senator, I have very much enjoyed over the years 
working with industrious members of the Senate. Members of your 
staff have briefed me on the U.S. Foundation for International Con-
servation, which seems like a very important bill, and if the Con-
gress passes the statute and it goes into effect—— 
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Senator COONS. It has been signed into law. 
Mr. HELBERG. I will fully commit to working with you to make 

sure that the law is applied. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your great—I 

have questions for the other members. I apologize for not getting 
to them, and I apologize to my colleague for going over my time. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Coons. 
Senator Rosen. 
Senator ROSEN. Thank you, Chair Risch. I appreciate you holding 

this hearing, and I want to thank our witnesses for testifying here 
today. 

We have just a few minutes so let us get at it. I want to talk 
about women and girls. 

We consistently hear that one of the biggest and most important 
differences between U.S. foreign assistance and that of the People’s 
Republic of China is the U.S. commitment to investing in entire so-
cieties including women and girls. They are the backbone of fami-
lies and stability in many of these nations. 

So, Mr. Black, will you commit that, if confirmed, you will direct 
DFC to continue its support to women and girls including their eco-
nomic empowerment and stabilizing role in maintaining peace and 
security? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, thank you for your question. 
As you know, under the BUILD Act there are a number of dif-

ferent preferences that the DFC is to keep in mind for investments. 
One of them is for women. 

If confirmed, I commit to following all the strictures of the 
BUILD Act and its reauthorization. 

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. 
I want to talk a little bit about Abraham Accords because over 

the past 5 years the Abraham Accords have produced tangible re-
sults. It has improved regional security. 

It has been expanding economic opportunity and creating people 
to people ties that make peace achievable and lasting between 
Israel and its Arab partners. 

While Hamas’s brutal October 7 attack paused this progress, I 
am hopeful we will be able to see new countries join the Abraham 
Accords in the near future including those outside the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

So, Mr. Kapur, what do you think of the possibility of Central 
Asian countries joining the Abraham Accords, and will you commit 
that if confirmed you will work with me to explore this idea fur-
ther? 

Excuse me—Dr. Kapur. 
Dr. KAPUR. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
It is, certainly, something that I would consider, and I would look 

forward to discussing with you if I were confirmed. I do not know 
what the various countries would think about that or what they 
would have to say about it, but it is something that I would be in-
terested in discussing further with you, and perhaps, pursuing. 

Senator ROSEN. I can tell you I think that they will welcome 
strengthening the Abraham Accords’ economic ties and opportuni-
ties for peer to peer exchange in so many different areas. We will 
look forward to working with you on that. 
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Dr. KAPUR. Thank you. 
Senator ROSEN. I want to move now to the European Union and 

tariffs because in recent years Nevada has imported over $2 billion 
in goods per year from the EU. It has also exported close to $2.5 
billion in goods to the EU per year. 

President Trump has threatened to place a 50 percent tariff on 
all imported goods from the EU, and the EU announced it is pre-
pared to impose retaliatory tariffs on the U.S. 

This is going to place a heavy burden on Nevada families and 
businesses, especially small business and family owned businesses. 
We are talking over $2 billion. 

So, Mr. Puzder, if confirmed how will you navigate this issue and 
ensure that my Nevada families, my Nevada businesses, do not 
face financial hardship as a result of a potential trade war between 
the U.S. and EU countries, not to mention every State, I am sure? 

Mr. PUZDER. Thank you, Senator. That is a [off mic]. 
As you know, President Trump [off mic] his commitment to reset 

our international trade relationship so they no longer were America 
last, were over generous to our competitors and threatened our na-
tional security. 

So tariffs are a part of that, but I do have to say we are in nego-
tiations now, Representative. I only—and, again, I only know 
this—— 

Senator ROSEN. I know, but it is over $2.5 billion hit to Nevada, 
and we are only a State of 3 million people. That is a pretty big 
hit, sir, so we need to discuss this. 

Mr. PUZDER. Right. I am not read into what is going on in the 
negotiations, but Trade Representative Greer just came out with 
very positive comments about the progress they are making. I 
know the EU wants an agreement. I know the United States wants 
an agreement. So I—and actually there was an article in the Wall 
Street Journal just yesterday about the—— 

Senator ROSEN. Well, my Nevada businesses do not—cannot 
wait, and they are going to suffer now, and so we will move on be-
cause I want to get my last—I see Senator Barrasso is here, and 
I just want to ask about critical and emerging technology. 

The PRC is vying to replace United States’ technological edge in 
a number of critical spheres. We know this—AI, biotechnology, 
quantum computing. This cannot happen as U.S. leadership in crit-
ical and emerging tech I believe is key to maintaining economic se-
curity, maintaining deterrence, and bolstering stability in the Pa-
cific. 

So, Mr. Helberg, if confirmed, how will you work to ensure the 
U.S. maintains its qualitative edge across the spectrum of critical 
and emerging technologies? 

I have a lot of questions for you, but my time is out. We will just 
start with this one. 

Mr. HELBERG. Thank you so much, Senator, and thank you for 
taking the time to meet. 

We have one of the best innovation ecosystems in the world. The 
foundations of that ecosystem are currently sitting on top of very 
brittle supply chains. It is one of our biggest weaknesses. 

China’s export controls on rare earth minerals is currently con-
straining the global automobile industry along with many various 
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other industries. I believe that efforts that the U.S. Government 
undertakes to secure our supply chains will not only help create job 
opportunities in the United States, including in Nevada with the 
Lithium Loop, but will also help ensure America’s technological 
leadership because it will ensure that our technological champions 
have all of the resources that they need in order to innovate and 
expand capacity in the U.S., expanding data center compute capac-
ity as well as access to cutting edge chips. 

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. We are very proud of our Nevada 
Lithium Loop and hope to expand that further. 

Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Senator RISCH. Senator Barrasso. 
Senator BARRASSO. Thanks so much, Mr. Chairman. 
A couple quick questions. 
Mr. Black, congratulations. Well, congratulations to all of you. 
I want to talk about the core mission of your—to which you have 

been nominated because over the last several years the scope of the 
U.S. Development Finance Corporation has significantly evolved. 

You know, initially it was designed as a tool for development, 
and the goal was to support U.S. strategic foreign policy interests 
around the world. 

Eventually it was refocused to counter China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative. It has since focused on a wide range of areas including 
infrastructure, critical minerals, climate, renewable energy, food se-
curity, vaccines. More recently, there has even been a shift toward 
domestic investments. 

Could you just talk about the core mission of the DFC and the 
impact? 

Mr. BLACK. Senator, thank you for your question. 
If we rewind back, earlier I spoke about the BUILD Act’s dual 

mandate for the DFC, and that is both for development finance as 
well as strategic foreign policy interests, and the preamble and au-
thorizing components by Congress were really focused on China’s 
Belt and Road Initiative. 

Now, I know some of your previous skepticism here. Part of this 
is effectively to engage private markets to invest strategically. Ac-
tually, not dissimilar, going back to the more effective foreign pol-
icy economic statecraft initiatives of the United States, going as far 
back as the Marshall Plan, the key thing to think about is the DFC 
should never be crowding out private capital. 

I spoke earlier with Senator Coons about the concept of risk and 
equity, and if confirmed, that would be a highly important thing to 
engaging the private sector. An example I would give you is the 
DFC is supposed to be return focused, not necessarily risk adjusted 
return focus. 

So if one believes in efficient markets the private sector will 
build these ports, terminals, and so forth if it pencils properly for 
them. 

However, there can be deals where a lot of the capital stack pen-
cils, but equity risk for a port overseas in the Philippines or the 
Cook Islands may only pencil to a 10 percent equity return. 

It does not change the returns across the top of the capital struc-
ture where private capital would want to play, and in so doing if 
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the DFC engaged at the bottom of the capital stack, you can induce 
both private capital and achieve strategic interests. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thanks. 
So, Mr. Helberg, following up on this China and global issues, it 

is estimated in 2025 global investments in energy are going to hit 
a record, over $3 trillion, and reports are that China is on track 
to spend almost as much on energy as the European Union and the 
United States combined. 

So with rising competition from China, we are talking about AI, 
what the needs are—data centers and all of those sorts of things— 
I think we need to stay ahead as a global energy leader. 

So, in your opinion, what role does the State Department have 
in supporting American oil, natural gas, and coal producers in the 
face of growing international competitors? 

Mr. HELBERG. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
I think you hit the nail on the head with respect to the impor-

tance of energy. One can draw a straight line between total energy 
supply and economic growth throughout most of human history. 

Our total electricity supply has stagnated since, roughly, the year 
2008. That will ultimately not be sustainable. If, as a country, we 
set goals of expanding manufacturing capacity and expanding com-
puting capacity in the United States we will need substantially 
more energy. 

I believe we have the opportunity to do that through President 
Trump’s all of the above approach to energy. His executive order 
on expanding nuclear energy capacity in the United States has 
opened opportunities to substantially increase electricity produc-
tion. The expansion of natural gas exploitations also further add to 
that effort. 

Ultimately, I believe the State Department has an opportunity to 
both stimulate domestic demand for American made energy by 
finding foreign markets and expanding market access for American 
energy overseas on the one hand, and on the other hand I also be-
lieve the State Department has an opportunity to help facilitate 
and accelerate the deployment of foreign investment into the 
United States into large infrastructure projects like the LNG Alas-
ka project which, as you know, currently includes a large number 
of foreign investors including Japan, which is obviously eyeing to 
potentially be a major consumer of that project. 

Senator BARRASSO. A final question. 
Mr. Puzder, if I could just visit with you about EU and China. 

It seems to me, just watching the news—and I know you have not 
been confirmed yet, but you have been, clearly, watching this—the 
EU’s stance on China tends to vary, at least that is how I have 
been reading it. 

Several EU member states have aligned with the United States, 
share our concerns regarding China’s growing influence and its 
record on human rights. Others seem to be more cautious of ten-
sions and prefer to cooperate with China. 

Can I just ask your assessment of the relationship right now be-
tween the EU and China? 

Mr. PUZDER. There was a meeting [off mic]. Thank you for that 
very timely and good question. 
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The trade representative from the European Commission, Maros 
Sefcovic, made some comments to the Chinese about the trade rela-
tionship that they had that sounded very similar to comments that 
Americans have made, that we need fair and reciprocal trade, that 
we need regulatory transparency, that we need intellectual prop-
erty protection—the kinds of things that I think the United States 
is looking for. 

I believe that we are the preferred trade partner for Europe. I 
do not believe they want to make China their preferred partner. 
They are seeing that retail market diminish as China’s economy 
has declined, which is a problem for them. 

So I think while they are speaking with the Chinese I think we 
are in a superior position with respect to the potential for a trade 
deal. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Senator Van Hollen. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Senator, and congratulations 

to all of you on your nominations. 
Dr. Kapur, I had good discussions with the Indian and Pakistani 

parliamentary delegations that were in Washington last week in 
the aftermath of the India-Pakistan crisis. 

As you know, President Trump and Secretary Rubio have taken 
credit for bringing about the ceasefire. As you probably already 
know, the Indian government has denied that a ceasefire resulted 
from American mediation. 

But regardless, there is a fragile ceasefire in place. Secretary 
Rubio said this on May 10, and I am quoting, ‘‘I am pleased to an-
nounce the governments of India and Pakistan have agreed to an 
immediate ceasefire and to start talks on a broad set of issues at 
a neutral site,’’ unquote. 

So, Dr. Kapur, if you are confirmed what broad set of issues will 
you push India and Pakistan to discuss? 

Dr. KAPUR. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
So I am not familiar with exactly what issues the Secretary had 

in mind when he talked about that. I think that as somebody from 
the outside looking in it looked to me as if the Administration and 
senior leadership in the Administration—the Secretary, the Vice 
President—were actively involved in using their good offices to en-
courage deescalation in the crisis, and I think that probably had a 
salutary effect. 

In the end, India and Pakistan have to decide for themselves— 
and did in this case too—decided for themselves to deescalate, and 
that will be the case—— 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. If I could just because, you know, again, 
you will be the Assistant Secretary, if confirmed, and I am just 
quoting what the Secretary of State, your boss, said. He said that 
would—they had agreed to start talks on a broad set of issues and 
you are saying you do not have any idea what the Secretary was 
talking about with respect to broad sets of issues? 

Dr. KAPUR. I do not know the issues that he had in mind. I was 
not part of the government at that time so I was not privy to those 
discussions. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK. Well, broad does imply, does it not, 
sort of a comprehensive range of issues between the two countries? 
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Dr. KAPUR. It could. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. It seems it would. I am just curious about 

where that is going. I have raised in the last couple years concerns 
about Pakistan’s backsliding on democracy, also concerns about 
issues of a crackdown on freedom of speech in India and Pakistan, 
and I will submit some questions for you to the record for you on 
those points. 

Dr. KAPUR. Thank you. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. So, Mr. Puzder, I want to really pick up 

on Senator Barrasso’s questions because during the first Adminis-
tration many of us worked with the Administration to urge our Eu-
ropean partners to derisk their relationship with China—their eco-
nomic relationship. We spent a lot of time urging them not to adopt 
Huawei technology, and other issues, and that actually was contin-
ued, that policy, during the Biden administration. 

But during this Trump administration since the President called 
for, quote, ‘‘Liberation Day tariffs’’ we have seen our European 
partners obviously express great concerns, and President von der 
Leyen, who was one of those who had been advocating for derisking 
from China, has talked about expanding trade and investment ties 
to China. 

She said not that long ago to her European colleagues, quote, ‘‘I 
know many of you feel let down by our oldest ally. If you take on 
one of us you take on all of us.’’ 

So my question to you is pretty straightforward. How do we con-
vince our European partners to derisk their economies from China 
when we are putting their economies at risk through our trade, our 
tariff, and other policies? 

How do we tell them do not deal with China, but we are going 
to whack you with all these tariffs? 

Mr. PUZDER. Thank you, Senator. 
Again, as a follow up to Senator Barrasso’s question that is very 

timely, the most important thing we need to do is reach a trade 
agreement with the European Union, and I know we are aggres-
sively pursuing reaching that agreement. 

While that agreement—while we are pursuing those negotiations 
both sides are going to say things. We will see what comes out in 
the final wash. But I know from comments, and really only from 
things I have read because, again, I am a citizen—I am not read 
in on any of this. 

But reading what Trade Representative Greer has had to say 
and also reading what President von der Leyen has been saying, 
and again, Trade Rep Maros Sefcovic, there is great interest in 
reaching an agreement with the United States. They are very con-
cerned. You know, there are bribery allegations with respect to 
China in Europe. There are concerns with the trade practices. 
There are concerns with dumping of products in Europe. 

So I believe that we can work out an agreement with the Euro-
pean Union. I think it is in their interest and our interest, and I 
think they are pursuing it aggressively. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Well, thank you. 
And Senator, just in closing, I was quoting from the president of 

the EU, and she also said, quote, ‘‘Our message is clear. Europe is 
reliable, predictable, and open for fair business,’’ unquote, meaning 
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they will happily do business with anyone in the world including 
very much China. And clearly, when she said they are reliable and 
predictable to the rest of the world the message was the United 
States is not reliable and predictable. 

So you have got a lot of work to do, if you are confirmed, and 
I think that you have—I think, unfortunately, the Trump adminis-
tration to date has made your job much harder. 

Thank you, Mr. Senator. 
Senator RICKETTS [presiding]. Senator Scott. 
Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Sure. 
Well, first off, congratulations to each of you. I think you are 

going to—this is an exciting time. You are going to work for a 
President that is going to put America first. 

He is going to succeed peace through strength, so you are going 
to—we are going to be respected again. So I think you are going 
to be serving at a historic time. 

Mr. Helberg, you are often at the forefront of cutting edge tech-
nology and understanding its implications on our national security 
here at home. 

Given your background, I think you will make a great addition 
to the State Department. As you prepare for the job what would 
you say is the biggest threat the United States or our allies face? 
Specifically, which countries and what risks do these do these 
countries pose? 

Mr. HELBERG. Thank you very much, Senator, and thank you for 
taking the time to meet in the lead up to this hearing. 

The biggest economic security threat to our country is, without 
any hesitation, our industrial over reliance on Communist China. 

They are currently instating export controls of rare earth 
magnets on Europe and the United States, which is already taking 
a toll on the global automobile industry as well as other industries. 

As someone who works in the private sector I know that private 
companies are often very reluctant to come out publicly saying 
when they are negatively impacted by these types of policy deci-
sions because they are afraid of bad PR. 

But these types of policy decisions really do sting. We are 90 per-
cent reliant on Taiwan for semiconductors, 90 percent reliant on 
China for rare earth minerals, 70 percent reliant on China for cell 
phones, tablets, and drone production. 

That is not sustainable, and therefore the E family will be en-
tirely committed to developing a whole of government approach to 
securing our supply chains, and that will ultimately be the over-
arching policy framework through which we will engage with our 
partners and allies overseas. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you. 
Mr. Puzder, while I wish the European Union well, it has become 

increasingly apparent that it is a broken system and compensates 
for its struggles to create wealth and prosperity with redistribution 
and over regulation. 

It is a large reason the United States managed to have a much 
better relationship with individual countries over the European 
Union headquarters. 
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Given your expertise in the private sector with economic growth, 
what do you think about the EU strategy, and how should this 
shape our relationship with the EU going forward? 

Mr. PUZDER. Thank you, Senator. Great question. 
I think as President Trump has made clear, the European Union 

needs to walk back its over regulation, its red tape, its retaliatory 
taxes that damage American companies. 

So there is a lot of work to be done, but the Europeans know 
that. There is the Draghi report, who was a former Prime Minister 
of Italy, that came out and said that, in fact, over regulation is kill-
ing competitiveness. It is killing the economy in the European 
Union. 

In fact, their GDP was slightly larger than that of the United 
States back in 2008. It has already—and that was including the 
U.K. who was a member of the EU back then—including the U.K. 
today. They are 30 percent lower than we are. Take the U.K. out 
they are 50 percent lower than we are today. 

So they need to make changes, and they know they need to make 
changes. There are advantages, however, to dealing with the Euro-
pean Union as opposed to individual states because many of those 
individual states have conceded part of their sovereignty to the 
union including, for example, on trade, on tariffs, on sanctions. 

So American businesses need to deal with the European Union 
and the individual states, and there is some comfort in dealing 
with the union because American companies know how to deal with 
the European Union. 

If you look at the states, for example, in the Balkans where we 
have got a number of states that are trying to get into the EU but 
they are not there yet, to get in they are going to have to bring 
their legal systems in compliance with EU standards, and they are 
going to have to reduce corruption, and I think both of those things 
are also an advantage to the United States. 

If you look at, for example, Croatia, which entered the EU in 
2013, since they entered our exports to Croatia have increased, I 
think, three—they have tripled since they entered. 

So there are advantages. Clearly, there are problems with the 
EU. I know they know it. They need to address them. But there 
are reasons to deal with them nonetheless. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you. 
Mr. Kapur, so tell us how—what would you like to accomplish 

with Pakistan? 
Dr. KAPUR. Senator, thank you for the question. 
As I mentioned in my opening statement, I think there are a 

number of areas where we could cooperate with Pakistan in the se-
curity realm. 

I think there will be instances where counterterrorism coopera-
tion would be useful. We can also build out our relationship away 
from sort of a myopic focus on security in the direction of trade in-
vestment, and I know there are some opportunities there in critical 
minerals as well. 

So I think those are areas that I would be interested in explor-
ing. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Congratulations to each of you on 
your nomination. 
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Senator RICKETTS. We do not have—unless somebody comes in 
while I am talking we are going to go ahead and close this out. I 
do not see anybody. 

Again, I want to thank, gentlemen, for your willingness to serve 
our country. We very much appreciate it. 

And for the record, we are going to add Senator McCormick’s in-
troduction of Howard Brodie, the Ambassador—the nominee to be 
the Ambassador of Finland—letter of support for Jacob Helberg. 
Thank you all for the benefit of your testimony here in responses 
today. 

Before closing I will order any letters of support the committee 
has received to be added to the record. I will also note for the infor-
mation of members that the record will remain open until the close 
of business tomorrow, June 11, including for the members to sub-
mit questions for the record. 

With the thanks of the committee, this hearing is now adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 11:44 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. As you know, the Kremlin has historically weaponized Europe’s depend-
ence on Russian energy to achieve greater influence and control over European lead-
ers. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine prompted the EU to reconsider this dependence, 
which also created an opening for increased U.S. exports to help fill the gap. The 
European Union recently committed to the RePower EU Roadmap, which would 
phase out imports of Russian energy, including oil and gas, to Europe by the end 
of 2027. How important is it for the United States to help keep the Europeans hon-
est by removing any temptations for backsliding, while also supporting greater in-
vestment in European energy infrastructure and increased U.S. LNG exports to Eu-
rope? 

Answer. Energy security is national security. Strong European allies who reduce 
their exposure to unreliable energy suppliers are of clear value to the United States. 
If confirmed, I will support continued investment in European energy infrastructure 
that enables Europe to diversify its energy supplies and that facilitates improved 
market access to drive increased U.S. energy commodity and technology exports, in-
cluding LNG. 

Question. Do you support maintaining the U.S. sanctions on Nord Stream 2 to 
avoid repeating past mistakes by allowing the return of Russian gas to Europe? 

Answer. I understand that Nord Stream 2 remains subject to U.S. sanctions. The 
United States is the most reliable energy partner in the world, and President 
Trump’s actions since taking office clearly demonstrate our aim to out-innovate and 
out-compete other market players. As the President has stressed, the United States 
can support Europe’s energy security through supplies of U.S. liquified natural gas 
(LNG). If confirmed, I will advocate for U.S. exports and help expand global oppor-
tunities to ensure full market access for U.S. energy exports. 

Question. At the end of 2024, the Biden administration tried to sneak through an 
extension of the U.S.-China Science and Technology Agreement (STA). While STAs 
with allies are a crucial building block for science and research collaboration, they 
make much less sense with adversaries like China, particularly given the many 
ways the CCP exploits existing research partnerships and steals American research 
and technological innovations and knowledge. If confirmed, do you commit to con-
ducting a thorough security review to determine whether the U.S.-China STA 
should be terminated? 

Answer. The United States is acutely aware of the profound challenges of sci-
entific cooperation with China—including concerns over U.S. researcher safety, theft 
of U.S. intellectual property, dual-use risks, and lack of transparency and data reci-
procity. If confirmed, I will ensure the Department takes a thorough look at the 
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U.S.-China STA to determine if it appropriately addresses potential risks and is 
aligned with President Trump’s America First policy to strengthen the prosperity, 
safety, and security of the American people and maintain America’s dominance in 
science and technology. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. In response to the Trump administration’s tariff policy, South Korea, 
Japan and China have held their first economic dialogue in 5 years and allies across 
Europe are meeting with PRC trade delegations. How do you plan to convince our 
allies and partners to align with the United States economically against the PRC 
when our allies and partners believe this Administration’s trade and economic poli-
cies are coercive and make the United States an unreliable partner? 

Answer. China poses numerous threats to our allies and partners in Europe, Asia, 
and beyond. Our allies and partners recognize that China’s mercantilist policies, un-
fair trade practices, and economic coercion challenge their economic security, indus-
tries, and jobs, just as they threaten those of the United States. If confirmed, I will 
expand coordination with allies and partners to build our economic resilience, re-
duce dependencies on China, counter Beijing’s economic coercion, and strengthen 
U.S. and partners’ inbound and outbound investment tools to address national secu-
rity risks. 

Question. Do you commit to supporting the appointment of a Head of the Office 
of Sanctions Coordination with the rank and status of Ambassador that reports to 
the Secretary of State, as is required by law? 

Answer. Yes, I commit to supporting the appointment of a Head of the Office of 
Sanctions Coordination, in accordance with the law. 

Question. For many countries in the global south, U.S. global health assistance 
has deepened our ties for greater economic partnerships. The administration’s cuts 
to global health will severely impact many countries economic outlook as decades 
long assistance programs like PEPFAR are limited. What is your understanding of 
the economic impact of global health terminations on countries in Africa, South 
America, and Asia? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the Department of State is evaluating the 
situation globally and that lifesaving assistance is continuing. If confirmed, I will 
work with the Bureau of Global Health Security and Diplomacy to monitor this situ-
ation and ensure PEPFAR, and all foreign assistance programs, advance American 
interests and reflect responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. 

Question. As the U.S. pulls back on its global health commitments around the 
world, the PRC looks to fill the void left by the U.S. in many different contexts. For 
many countries, U.S. global health assistance has been the foundation for further 
economic partnerships, particularly in Africa. With the U.S. cuts to global health 
programming, what is the U.S. losing in terms of economic opportunities with recipi-
ent countries? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the Department of State routinely assesses 
China’s influence efforts around the world, including the economic implications of 
these efforts, and will continue to do so. If confirmed, I will ensure PEPFAR and 
all foreign assistance programs advance American interests, including its economic 
interests, and reflect responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. 

Question. Do you believe global health advances U.S. interests and economic ties 
with recipient countries? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will work with the Secretary and the Bureau of Glob-
al Health Security and Diplomacy to ensure foreign assistance programs are re-
focused to ensure they provide critical life-saving aid as well as advance U.S. diplo-
matic, security, and economic interests. 

Question. What will be the impact of U.S. cutting many global health programs? 
Answer. It is my understanding that PEPFAR continues to support lifesaving HIV 

testing, care and treatment, and prevention of mother to child transmission services 
approved by the Secretary of State. I understand that all PEPFAR-supported HIV 
programs operating through the Department of State are being reviewed to ensure 
that they reflect the President’s foreign policy priorities, advance American inter-
ests, and reflect responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. 
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Question. Under the life-saving waiver for PEPFAR, prevention services like the 
distribution of PrEP are no longer being funded except for pregnant and 
breastfeeding women. Only focusing on treatment and not prevention will only re-
sult in more being becoming infected with HIV thus need life-long treatment. What 
is your understanding of the costs that the U.S. will incur only focusing on treat-
ment and not providing prevention services through PEPFAR? 

Answer. It is my understanding that PEPFAR-funded services, including preven-
tion methods like Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis, are being reviewed by OMB for assess-
ment of programmatic efficiencies and consistency with United States foreign policy. 

Question. How can the committee be helpful to you in potentially understanding 
the economic impacts of cuts global health. How could we work together to unlock 
prevention services within PEPFAR? 

Answer. It is my understanding that PEPFAR routinely collects and monitors pro-
gram data, and country-level context such as economic conditions, to ensure ac-
countability and impact. If confirmed, I will work with you to continue to ensure 
that foreign assistance, including for PEPFAR, reflect the President’s foreign policy 
priorities, advance American interests, and reflect responsible stewardship of tax-
payer dollars. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR STEVE DAINES 

Question. The spirit and text of the Trade Promotion Agreement between Panama 
and the United States requires that U.S. Companies are not subject to discrimina-
tory or unlawful treatment by the Panamanian government. It has come to our at-
tention that the Panamanian government is not upholding its end of the agreement, 
choosing to fail to pay U.S. Companies for services U.S. companies provided to the 
government. 

Will you hold Panama accountable to their obligations? 
Answer. I am committed to advocating that foreign governments treat U.S. com-

panies fairly, including honoring their international obligations and ensuring fair 
resolution of disputes. I believe advancing the interests of American companies is 
a core element of successful diplomacy, and if confirmed I will appropriately engage 
with foreign interlocutors to this end. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. How should an Undersecretary for Economic Growth, Energy, and the 
Environment help shape global norms governing the use of AI systems? 

Answer. To strengthen U.S. AI leadership, the United States must shape global 
norms to ensure American AI technology continues to be the gold standard world-
wide. If confirmed, I will promote a pro-innovation approach and push back against 
efforts by China and others to centralize government control of AI development and 
deployment. I hope to build on the first Trump Administration’s support for the 
OECD AI principles in line with the American AI Initiative. I will work shape AI 
norms bilaterally and multilaterally to advance U.S. economic prosperity and na-
tional security. 

Question. What specific steps would you take, if confirmed, to navigate the tension 
between embracing the development of advanced technologies and safeguarding the 
democratic values they can be used to erode? 

Answer. Technology is a critical component of national influence, strength, pros-
perity, and security. If confirmed, I am committed to continuing the Department’s 
work in forging partnerships to promote American technological excellence. I will 
also advance a vision for the development and governance of technology that em-
bodies democratic values and deters the misuse of technology to facilitate human 
rights abuses and violations, including acts of censorship and arbitrary or unlawful 
surveillance. 

Question. As we’ve seen with polio, COVID–19, malaria, and Ebola, disease 
threats don’t respect borders. U.S. leadership on global health programs not only 
keep Americans safe and provide economic opportunities for American businesses, 
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but these programs also strengthen our partnerships with countries around the 
world while countering China’s malign influence. In the State Department’s recent 
proposal to reorganize the Department, the Bureau of Global Health Security and 
Diplomacy would report to the Under Secretary for Economic Growth, Energy, and 
Environment. Given the success and bipartisan support of programs like PEPFAR, 
Gavi, President’s Malaria Initiative, and polio eradication efforts, if confirmed, how 
would you, through the Bureau of Global Health Security and Diplomacy, ensure 
that global health remains a core pillar of U.S. foreign policy that protect Ameri-
cans’ health and economic interests—particularly as our nation works to counter 
China’s malign influence around the world? 

Answer. It is my understanding that through the support of the United States, 
significant progress has been made in the global HIV, Polio, COVID–19, Malaria, 
and Ebola responses. If confirmed, I will work with the Secretary and the Bureau 
of Global Health Security and Diplomacy to ensure foreign assistance programs re-
main a key part of U.S. foreign policy and are refocused to ensure they provide crit-
ical life-saving aid as well as advance U.S. diplomatic, security, and economic inter-
ests. 

Question. U.S. leadership on global health issues can only be accomplished if we 
have the people, expertise, and structures in place to support global health pro-
grams and diplomacy. What steps will the Bureau of Global Health Security and 
Diplomacy take to address recent staffing gaps and organizational uncertainties 
that risk undermining our global health partnerships and influence, including for 
instance, combatting malaria and eradicating polio, both of which have longstanding 
bipartisan congressional support, and that the President’s Budget identified as key 
focal diseases? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Department leadership to ensure staffing 
needs are aligned with administration priorities and program needs. 

Question. The Trump administration has terminated many, if not most, global 
health programs focused on disease prevention. How do you assess the economic and 
security risk of divesting in preventative programs, particularly in innovations like 
vaccine delivery and disease surveillance, in the shaping of future global health se-
curity strategies? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the Administration intends to continue 
Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance, International Humanitarian Assist-
ance, and Global Health Security Partnerships to maintain health programs that 
keep Americans safe. If confirmed, I will work with Department leadership to en-
sure disease prevention programs reflect the President’s foreign policy priorities, ad-
vance American interests, and reflect responsible stewardship of taxpayer dollars. 

Question. If confirmed, you would support efforts for American businesses abroad 
and economic growth policy for the Department. USAID’s Prosper Africa has pre-
viously been effective in connecting American businesses with African businesses 
and markets and supporting over 1,000 deals. Do you support the work of Prosper 
Africa? 

Answer. I support the original purpose of Prosper Africa as outlined under Presi-
dent Trump’s leadership—specifically, the emphasis on streamlining private sector 
access to U.S. commercial tools and leveraging the capabilities of 17 U.S. Govern-
ment agencies to advance business activity across the African continent. 

Question. If confirmed, would you recommend the State Department implement 
a similar coordinating program focused on economic opportunities for American 
businesses across Africa? 

Answer. Yes—while its implementation has faced challenges in recent years, the 
core mission of Prosper Africa remains as vital today as it was when first envisioned 
during the first Trump Administration. 

Question. If so, how would you enhance or improve Prosper Africa? 
Answer. To fully realize Prosper Africa’s potential, I believe the initiative should 

be anchored within the State Department’s Bureau of African Affairs (AF). To revi-
talize and refocus Prosper Africa, AF would utilize U.S. economic development, 
trade promotion, and financing tools—working in partnership with agencies like 
Commerce, DFC, EXIM, and USTDA—to support opportunities for U.S. companies 
to increase exports to, and operations on, the continent. It is my understanding that 
we are reviewing how these development assistance functions can be integrated to 
lead a strategically aligned Prosper Africa, which would harness interagency 
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strengths to drive U.S. commercial outcomes and support Africa’s long-term develop-
ment across priority sectors. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR MIKE LEE 

Question. As the Trump administration works to unleash American energy poten-
tial, how can the State Department complement these efforts and push our Euro-
pean allies toward reliable, and realistic, energy futures? 

Answer. The State Department engages with European allies to supply reliable, 
diversified, affordable U.S. energy, including by: (1) encouraging long-term contracts 
for U.S. liquefied natural gas to get new U.S. export projects to market; (2) address-
ing infrastructure bottlenecks that limit availability of U.S. energy; and (3) pushing 
for pragmatic regulations that do not disadvantage U.S. energy suppliers, specifi-
cally the EU Methane Regulation. If confirmed, I will push for increased U.S. en-
ergy exports to promote U.S. prosperity and bolster the energy security of our Euro-
pean allies. 

Question. Relatedly, following the European Union finalizing its Methane Regula-
tion in July 2024, the EU is actively engaged in handicapping its member states 
and simultaneously placing U.S. oil and gas exporters at a disadvantage in the Eu-
ropean market. While emissions reporting to the EU begins this year, the remaining 
phases of implementation lack requisite clarity. The Methane Regulation will im-
pose EU-compliant measurement, reporting, and verification procedures on U.S. ex-
porters. It will also impose an artificial methane intensity calculation leveraging 
still-unknown methodology and, eventually, culminate in a yet to be determined 
methane intensity cap. 

If implemented as planned, how will the EU Methane Regulation hinder your ef-
forts to make foreign markets accessible for U.S. energy exporters, and what tools 
would you advise the Trump administration to leverage to alleviate the forthcoming 
negative effects on U.S. exporters because of the EU regulation? 

Answer. The State Department is committed to reducing regulatory barriers to 
U.S. energy exports. The EU Methane Regulation, if implemented without modifica-
tion, would adversely affect U.S. LNG exports, despite U.S. companies leading in 
methane abatement. I understand the State Department is working with U.S. in-
dustry, the Department of Energy, major European energy companies, and the Eu-
ropean Commission to shape the EU Methane Regulation based on the realities of 
the U.S. market, and to appropriately recognize that U.S. producers are leaders in 
methane management technologies. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JACOB HELBERG BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. If confirmed, what policy changes would you pursue to would push back 
against digital authoritarianism, especially by the PRC and other foreign govern-
ments? 

Answer. Digital authoritarianism, which takes its most severe form in China, 
poses a global threat to both the free speech of Americans and the economic inter-
ests of the United States. If confirmed, I will work across the Department and inter-
agency to counter efforts to export digital authoritarianism, censor Americans, or 
dictate to our companies what they can and cannot host. I will also collaborate with 
public, private, and civil society sector partners to push back against digital censor-
ship, whether from China or any other nation. 

Question. Which other departments and agencies would be the most capable and 
important State Department partners in addressing restrictions on digital freedom? 

Answer. Countering threats to digital freedom requires a coordinated interagency 
response. There are critical tools for countering threats to digital freedom through-
out the U.S. Government, such as at the Federal Communications Commission, De-
partment of Commerce, and Department of Treasury. If confirmed, I will work to 
ensure the State Department leads the effort to address global restrictions on digital 
freedom, while augmenting the work of interagency colleagues. 

Question. Is the U.S. Government doing enough to address foreign government re-
strictions on digital freedom? Is there an organizing strategy? 
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Answer. As the President and Secretary have made clear, promoting respect for 
human rights and fundamental freedoms is critical to our foreign policy. If con-
firmed, I will work to ensure the U.S. Government protects and promotes inter-
national digital freedom by pushing back on adversaries’ efforts to export their mod-
els of digital authoritarianism, and calling out problematic efforts to exercise control 
over the digital realm through misguided actions that unduly limit freedom of ex-
pression, restrict the free flow of information, and undermine fair competition, inno-
vation, and privacy. 

Question. What is your approach to U.S. economic sanctions? Do you think they 
are currently overused? Underused? What changes would you pursue? 

Answer. Sanctions continue to be an essential tool to disrupt and deter malign 
activity and to advance U.S. foreign policy priorities. They are most effective when 
used together with other foreign policy instruments. If confirmed, I will work to en-
sure effective use of sanctions to make America safer, stronger, and more pros-
perous. 

Question. How can we ensure that sanctions include explicit and appropriate off- 
ramps to better incentivize targets to maximally support U.S. national security in-
terests? 

Answer. The United States’ sanctions actions always intend to disrupt, deter, and 
change the behavior of malign actors. If confirmed, I will work with the interagency, 
especially with the Department of the Treasury, to ensure that every designation 
is appropriately targeted and linked to the accomplishment of our foreign policy ob-
jectives and national security interests. 

Question. How will you approach the winding down of Syria sanctions? 
Answer. President Trump announced his intention to cease sanctions against the 

Syrian regime on May 13. On May 23, the Departments of State and the Treasury 
issued a Caesar Act Waiver, and the Department of the Treasury issued General 
License 25 as a first step to achieving that goal. President Trump is providing the 
Syrian government the chance to promote peace and stability, both within Syria and 
in Syria’s relations with its neighbors. If confirmed, I pledge to implement the Presi-
dent’s agenda for Syria. 

Question. In the Taiwan semiconductor case, how do you view the trade offs be-
tween strengthening deterrence of catastrophic conflict and promoting investment in 
advanced manufacturing in the United States? 

Answer. This is not an either/or choice. Taiwan is increasing investment in the 
United States because it makes both economies stronger, more prosperous, and 
more resilient to coercion or any contingency. By investing in advanced manufac-
turing in the United States, Taiwanese firms gain access to the biggest market in 
the world with the best R&D. The investments are rerouting long-exposed supply 
chains to the United States, which further strengthens the safety and security of 
both Americans and the people in Taiwan. Successful commercial diplomacy that 
creates high-quality jobs in the United States demonstrates to the American people 
the value of our robust unofficial ties with Taiwan. 

Question. How do you approach the entwined nature of security and economic pol-
icy when it comes to U.S. commitments to Taiwan? 

Answer. Maintaining peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait is a priority of 
this Administration and a longstanding U.S. policy. If confirmed, I intend to redou-
ble our economic diplomacy. This would entail expanding the coalition of allies and 
partners willing to condemn and counter China’s economic coercion and bolstering 
efforts to develop secure supply chains for strategic technologies. 

Question. In the midst of this proposed reorganization and further staffing cuts, 
how would you ensure that the Department has the appropriate staff and resources 
to secure critical mineral supply chains, develop markets for U.S. exports, compete 
in the global clean energy market, and expand our partners’ access to energy? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure the Department of State continues to 
prioritize work and programming that supports secure U.S. critical mineral supply 
chains and increased energy exports while expanding our partners’ access to secure 
sources of energy. 

Question. What opportunities do you think exist for strengthening U.S. engage-
ment on technologies in which we have a competitive advantage, such as geothermal 
energy? 

Answer. Rising global energy demand presents significant opportunities for in-
creased exports of U.S. energy resources and technologies. If confirmed, I will work 
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to promote export of America’s abundant energy resources and innovative tech-
nologies, including geothermal, to provide the reliable and affordable energy supply 
the world needs, support jobs for American workers, and maintain U.S. techno-
logical and energy leadership. 

Question. Do you commit to fully considering the ways in which the State Depart-
ment, in conjunction with other departments and agencies, can help U.S. geo-
thermal companies export technology and services to key allies and partners in the 
Indo-Pacific, including the Philippines and Taiwan, to support U.S. national security 
interests, such as reducing energy security vulnerabilities and exposure to blockade 
or coercion and strengthening bilateral ties? 

Answer. Geothermal energy is a reliable energy source that can power critical in-
frastructure for national security and help advance economic prosperity. If con-
firmed, I will work to promote American geothermal technology exports and invest-
ments to deliver the reliable and affordable energy our allies need, including in the 
Indo-Pacific, Central America, the Caribbean, and elsewhere, as commercially via-
ble. 

Question. How will you ensure that the Department meets its statutory obliga-
tions with respect to international engagement on climate change and clean energy 
technologies? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure the Department continues engaging 
internationally in a manner consistent with its statutory requirements in all areas 
for which I am responsible. 

Question. Will you retain personnel from the Office of Global Change and the Bu-
reau of Energy Resources that have the necessary technical expertise to protect U.S. 
interests in a set of issues that many of our partners and adversaries prioritize? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure the State Department continues to 
prioritize and protect U.S. interests and promote a safer, stronger, and more pros-
perous America in the face of challenges from our adversaries. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ANDREW PUZDER BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. How will you push the EU to support defense spending while ensuring 
that any and all security-related decisions take U.S. interests into account and do 
not interfere NATO’s role as the #1 security organization in Europe? 

Answer. The United States has a collective defense arrangement with NATO Al-
lies, which includes 23 of the 27 EU member states. Europe is increasing defense 
spending to take more responsibility for its security. Those decisions involve EU fi-
nance and infrastructure ministers as well as defense ministers. If confirmed, I look 
forward to working with our NATO Ambassador to ensure our NATO Allies in the 
EU follow through on defense spending commitments. 

Question. China is expanding its global influence to shape the world toward its 
own interests. If we want to counter this threat, we need Europe on board as a part-
ner, especially on economic issues. The EU’s trade and industrial policy has not only 
held back economic competitiveness in Europe but has unfairly impacted U.S. com-
panies too. How will you support efforts to restore fairness to the U.S. and EU trade 
relationship while supporting our ability to work closely with Europe to counter Chi-
na’s malign economic interests? 

Answer. President Trump imposed tariffs to address unfair trade practices that 
have contributed to America’s trade deficit and imbalances to better protect Amer-
ican workers and our national security. These decisions are taken not to punish 
countries; I am pleased to see ongoing negotiations between the United States and 
EU and look forward to further supporting this cooperation, if confirmed. The EU 
has raised concerns with China about unfair trade practices. If confirmed, I will en-
sure we remain aligned on taking coordinated actions against China’s unfair eco-
nomic practices. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ANDREW PUZDER BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. You were accused in court documents of domestic violence, including 
‘‘assaulting and battering’’ your former spouse and striking her ‘‘violently about the 
face, chest, back, shoulders and neck’’. Did you ever engage in violence or abuse of 
any kind against your former spouse? 

Answer. No. My former wife (Lisa Henning previously known as Lisa Fierstein) 
has fully and unequivocally withdrawn the allegations of abuse, admitting repeat-
edly that they were false. I never engaged in violence or abuse of any kind against 
my former spouse Ms. Henning as she has consistently acknowledged for three and 
half decades. 

Question. Were the police ever called to your home? 
Answer. Yes, the police were called to our home, however, no arrests were made 

and there were no finding of abuse. 
Question. You have been accused of engaging in threatening language against 

your former spouse, including that you ‘‘vowed revenge’’ against her and said ‘‘I will 
see you in the gutter. This will never be over. You will pay for this.’’ Did you ever 
say these things? 

Answer. No. To the contrary, in 1991 Ms. Henning acknowledged in an unsolicited 
letter that, rather than seeking ‘‘revenge,’’ we had ‘‘laid our animosity to rest’’ and 
that ‘‘[w]ere Andy of a different character, he would not be able to do this.’’ This 
letter concluded by stating that ‘‘Andy’s ability to empathize, care and understand 
is consistent with his character and personality. He has extended his forgiveness 
and understanding to me and I wish to do the same.’’ 

Question. Have you ever threatened a member of your family, a colleague, or any 
individual with violence? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In 2004, you were sued by a former colleague for sexual harassment and 

discrimination. Have you ever engaged in inappropriate behavior toward a col-
league, or any woman? Do you agree that inappropriate behavior, including of a sex-
ual harassment or sexual discriminatory nature, has no place in the workplace? 

Answer. No, I have never engaged in any inappropriate behavior toward a col-
league or any other woman. There is no place for inappropriate behavior of any kind 
in the workplace. This claim—the only such claim in my 17 years as CEO—was by 
a former disgruntled employee. The case was settled for what I was informed was 
less than litigation expense could have been had it gone to trial. As I was a defend-
ant (along with certain other executives), the decision to settle was made by our 
General Counsel and Board Chair. Personally, I paid nothing to settle this case, the 
claims were dropped, and I have consistently denied any wrongdoing. 

Question. You reposted a statement from December 30, 2025 on X (formerly Twit-
ter) by an account titled Mark Hemingway that stated ‘‘I don’t know anyone that 
thought January 6 was a good thing, but the unjustified draconian prosecution of 
so many nonviolent people—especially on the heels of letting all the BLM rioters 
skate—dramatically undermined faith in the rule of law. Graves is a villain.’’ Do 
you believe that individuals who participated in the January 6, 2021 attack on the 
U.S. Capitol were ‘‘nonviolent’’? 

Answer. As a private citizen I have reposted many statements on X. This does 
not mean I agree or disagree with the comments, it is a way to engage with the 
broader discussion. With respect to January 6th, I was not there nor, to my knowl-
edge, do I know anyone who was. 

Question. Do you believe those who were prosecuted and convicted for attacking 
the Capitol and committing acts of violence against Capitol Police Officers were sub-
jected to an ‘‘unjustified draconian prosecution’’? 

Answer. I was not there on January 6th nor, to my knowledge, do I know anyone 
who was. As for individual prosecutions, I did not follow them closely and do not 
feel it is appropriate for me to comment on any individual’s or any group’s conduct 
or liability. 

Question. On November 15, 2024 you reposted a statement on X (formerly Twit-
ter) by an account titled Thomas Sowell Quotes that stated ‘‘Those who say that all 
cultures are equal never explain why the results of those cultures are so grossly un-
equal.’’ What is your interpretation of this statement and why did you repost it? 
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Answer. As a private citizen I have reposted many statements on X. This does 
not mean I agree or disagree with the comments, it is a way to engage with the 
broader discussion. 

Question. On January 4, you posted an article on X (formerly Twitter) entitled 
‘‘The Progressive Moment in Global Politics is Over’’, stating ‘‘About Damn Time!’’. 
The cover photo of that article, and the article, represents the Alternative for Ger-
many Party, an ultra-right wing political party whose leaders have made anti-Se-
mitic, Islamophobic, anti-democratic statements and who have downplayed the im-
pacts of the Holocaust. Do you support the stated goals and policies of the Alter-
native for Germany party? 

Answer. This administration and I are committed to fighting anti-Semitism and 
promoting religious freedom around the world. In addition, if I am confirmed I will 
advocate for free speech and democracy. 

Question. Do you commit to working against anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in 
all forms? 

Answer. Yes, I am committed to fighting anti-Semitism and promoting religious 
freedom. 

Question. It is a bipartisan view that Europe should spend more on defense. Eu-
rope now has a plan to do just that. However, while we ask them to step up, the 
President has launched a trade war, including 50 percent tariffs on steel and alu-
minum and 10 percent tariffs on all EU products. Will tariffs on EU products impact 
cooperation with our Allies on defense, including our efforts to counter the PRC, 
Russia, Iran and North Korea? 

Answer. Our EU allies understand the importance of their assuming a greater 
role in their continent’s defense. NATO member states recently committed to in-
crease their defense spending to 5 percent of GDP, confirming that understanding. 

President Trump imposed tariffs to address unfair trade practices that have con-
tributed to America’s trade deficit and imbalances in order to better protect Amer-
ican workers and our national security. These decisions are taken not to punish 
countries; but to recalibrate international trade to be more balanced and mutually 
productive. 

This administration does not believe the tariffs will hamper our ability to work 
with our EU partners on increasing their defense spending to counter global threats, 
including from China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea. NATO members states com-
mitting to increase their defense spending to 5 percent of GDP supports that belief. 

Question. What tools do we have to support EU aspirant countries in strength-
ening their democracies and aligning with Western markets following the foreign as-
sistance terminations? 

Answer. Decisions related to EU accession are a matter for members and can-
didate countries. If confirmed, I would work with our Ambassadors in countries 
seeking EU membership (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Kosovo, 
Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Serbia, Turkey, and Ukraine) to promote 
democratic values and free market economies. 

Among the tools available to support EU aspirant countries, I would support 
American companies increasing their investment in these countries to strengthen 
and deepen not only our bilateral economic ties but help promote ties with the West 
instead of Russia and China. In addition, foreign assistance remains an option 
where, as Secretary Rubio has stated, it advances ‘‘the core national interests of the 
United States.’’ 

Question. As the administration endeavors to negotiate a just and lasting peace 
in Ukraine, consultation with Allies will be critical. How would you approach con-
sultations with the EU on negotiations concerning a critical candidate country? 

Answer. This administration is dedicated to a negotiated, durable, and lasting 
peace between Russia and Ukraine. Our European allies have a vested interest in 
securing peace on their continent and a lasting peace will require durable security 
guarantees from our European allies. If confirmed, I commit to advance those impor-
tant negotiations and to work in good faith as an interlocutor to facilitate them. 

Question. If confirmed, would you advocate for the seizure of Russian assets in 
Europe to help rebuild Ukraine? 

Answer. Ukraine has suffered substantial damage because of this war and will 
need financial assistance to rebuild. The Administration has made clear that its goal 
is a negotiated, durable and lasting peace and that all options are on the table to 
bring Russia to the negotiating table and to resolve this conflict including the poten-
tial for asset seizures. 
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It is important that companies from the United States, the EU, and other allied 
and partner states that have supported Ukraine should have the first opportunity 
to help Ukraine rebuild. If confirmed, I would work with our EU partners to block 
Russian and Chinese companies from this opportunity to rebuild and from profiting 
from the war. 

Question. Will you commit to advocating for the EU to extend its sanctions regime 
on Russia and ensure we remain coordinated to exert maximum pressure on the 
Kremlin? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure the EU supports the Administration’s 
vision for an end to this war and a durable peace, including reviewing all possible 
options to get Russia to the negotiating table to realistically pursue peace. Those 
options would include potential sanctions. If confirmed, I commit to work as an 
interlocutor for conversations with the EU in coordination with the Department of 
State, Department of Commerce, and Department of the Treasury. As I understand 
it, President Trump and this administration want to bring an end to the war and 
will use all available resources. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ANDREW PUZDER BY SENATOR PETE RICKETTS 

In 2024, the European Union (EU) adopted the Corporate Sustainability 
Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD), a sweeping regulatory overreach aimed at 
forcing large companies around the world to adhere to Europe’s climate and 
labor agenda. This rule threatens businesses that operate in the European 
market, including many of America’s largest employers. Complying with this 
excessive directive will be costly for both small and large U.S. companies, 
and will likely lead to higher prices for consumers. 

Question. If confirmed, what actions will you take to oppose EU attempts like 
CSDDD to impose stringent regulations on American companies? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will engage with EU counterparts to make clear our oppo-
sition to the current version of the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive 
(CSDDD). I will advocate for a market environment that is fair and conducive to 
the success of U.S. companies doing business in Europe and for any regulatory 
measures to be balanced, transparent, and not disproportionately impact U.S. com-
panies. My approach will include working closely with stakeholders, including U.S. 
companies, to protect American economic interests. Notably, there is also resistance 
to CSDDD overreach among the EU member states. French President Macron and 
German Chancellor have both recently called for repeal of the CSDDD. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ANDREW PUZDER BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. How do you expect tariffs and potential retaliatory tariffs to affect U.S.- 
EU trade relations, commercial opportunities, investments, and prospects for bilat-
eral cooperation on issues of shared interest? 

Answer. President Trump imposed tariffs to address unfair trade practices that 
have contributed to America’s trade deficit and imbalances in order to better protect 
American workers and our national security. These decisions are taken not to pun-
ish countries; I am pleased to see ongoing negotiations between the United States 
and EU and look forward to further supporting this cooperation, if confirmed. 

Question. How do you view concerns that U.S.-EU tensions over tariffs might lead 
to closer economic cooperation between the EU and China? 

Answer. The EU views China as an economic competitor and has raised concerns 
with China about unfair trade practices. Beijing has accelerated manufacturing, 
spurring Chinese companies to dump excess goods into Europe. In response, the EU 
has launched foreign subsidy and anti-dumping investigations of China-based com-
panies and finalized tariffs on China-made electric vehicles, among other actions. If 
confirmed, I will ensure we remain aligned on recognizing China as a threat and 
take coordinated actions against China’s unfair economic practices. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ANDREW PUZDER BY SENATOR MIKE LEE 

In 2023, the European Union’s Digital Services Act (DSA) came into effect, 
threatening the free speech of American citizens and corporations. Pursuant 
to the DSA, digital service providers are required to moderate and remove 
‘‘hate speech,’’ ‘‘disinformation,’’ and content that could have ‘‘negative effects 
on public discourse’’—all defined at the whims of European bureaucrats— 
or risk fines up to 6 percent of a platform’s global revenue. The constitu-
tionally protected speech of American citizens, on American platforms can, 
and already has been, swept up by the European censorship regime. 

Question. As you prepare to engage with the EU, how are you prepared to combat 
the DSA stifling protected American speech? 

Answer. Freedom of expression is a core U.S. value and one of the core principles 
on which our relationship with Europe is based. Overly broad digital restrictions 
threaten free expression and impose regulatory compliance burdens on U.S. compa-
nies. If confirmed, I will advocate for the right to freedom of expression. 

Question. The U.S. and EU have been engaged in ongoing trade negotiations. 
Should free speech protections be incorporated into any U.S.-EU trade deal? 

Answer. Freedom of expression is a core U.S. value. However, As a private citizen, 
I have not been read in on the current state of the trade negotiations and do not 
want to comment on one aspect of what are certainly complex negotiations. If con-
firmed, I look forward to working with the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative 
to support trade negotiations resulting in fair and balanced trade. 

Question. Similarly, how can our defense commitments to the EU collective func-
tion as a leverage point to ensure the free speech rights of Americans are shielded 
from European censors? 

Answer. As I noted, I consider freedom of expression a core U.S. value. The 
United States does have a collective defense arrangement with our NATO Allies, 
which includes 23 of the 27 EU member states. If confirmed, I look forward to work-
ing with our NATO Ambassador to advance our nation’s best interests. 

In another case of extraterritorial overreach, the EU published its Cor-
porate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive (CSDDD) in July 2024. 
CSDDD imposes foreign labor and environmental standards, including the 
Paris Agreement standards, on large U.S. companies operating within the 
EU—again exposing them to a risk of significant fines doled out by Euro-
pean bureaucrats. 

Question. Appreciating that you intend to advocate for an EU market friendly to 
American companies, would you urge the EU to exempt American companies from 
CSDDD requirements? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will engage with EU counterparts to make clear our oppo-
sition to the current version of the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive 
(CSDDD). I will advocate for a market environment that is fair and conducive to 
the success of U.S. companies doing business in Europe and for any regulatory 
measures to be balanced, transparent, and not disproportionately impact U.S. com-
panies. My approach will include working closely with stakeholders, including U.S. 
companies, to protect American economic interests. Notably, there is also resistance 
to CSDDD overreach among the EU member states. French President Macron and 
German Chancellor have both recently called for repeal of the CSDDD. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PAUL KAPUR BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. Do you commit to ensuring, where applicable, that foreign assistance 
programs coordinated through the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs are 
strategically aligned with U.S. foreign policy interests in the region? 

Answer. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, the Deputy 
Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that our foreign 
assistance and our policies are appropriately aligned and we are best prepared to 
meet the challenges facing the United States. I am committed to engaging with the 
Committee to ensure the Administration’s priorities are advanced in South and Cen-
tral Asia. 
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Question. From your vantage point as the incoming Assistant Secretary for South 
Asian Affairs, what forms of foreign assistance programs do you hope to prioritize 
in South and Central Asia? 

Answer. Foreign assistance is one of many diplomatic tools that allows us to ad-
vance U.S. interests. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, 
the Deputy Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that 
our foreign assistance is delivered in a manner that best meets the challenges facing 
the United States. My goal will be to support President Trump and Secretary Rubio 
in making the United States safer, stronger, and more prosperous. I am committed 
to engaging with the Committee to ensure the Administration’s priorities are ad-
vanced in South and Central Asia. 

Question. What factors will you consider when determining whether a given for-
eign assistance initiative aligns with U.S. foreign policy interests in South and Cen-
tral Asia? 

Answer. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, the Deputy 
Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that our foreign 
assistance makes us safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

Question. Where do you see a need to more closely align U.S. foreign assistance 
programs with policy in South and Central Asia? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, the Deputy Sec-
retary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that our foreign as-
sistance and our policies are appropriately aligned and we are best prepared to meet 
the challenges facing the United States and make the United States safer, more se-
cure, and more prosperous. I am committed to engaging with the Committee to en-
sure the Administration’s priorities are advanced in South and Central Asia. 

Question. How do you hope to restructure the Bureau of South and Central Asian 
Affairs to take on new responsibilities pertaining to U.S. foreign assistance pro-
grams? 

Answer. I have not been part of discussions or actions to date regarding the man-
agement of the Department or USAID. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with 
Secretary Rubio, the Deputy Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department 
to ensure that our foreign assistance and our policies are appropriately aligned and 
we are best prepared to meet the challenges facing the United States. I am com-
mitted to engaging with the Committee to ensure the Administration’s priorities are 
advanced in South and Central Asia. 

Question. The recent conflict between India and Pakistan reminds us that the 
threat of terrorism in Southeast Asia continues to persist. In Afghanistan, groups 
like ISIS-K and Al-Qaeda are likely taking advantage of our attention being di-
verted away from them due to rising tensions between India and Pakistan. What 
is your assessment of the terrorism threat from Afghanistan? 

Answer. It is my understanding that the Administration’s Afghanistan policy fo-
cuses on counterterrorism. If I am confirmed, I will ensure we continue to carefully 
monitor security developments in Afghanistan, prioritizing the security of all Ameri-
cans first and foremost. 

I am a private citizen and not yet part of the Administration, however, it is my 
understanding, that within the region, ISIS-K poses the most potent terrorist threat 
to U.S. interests. I understand al-Qa’ida is currently unable to launch attacks from 
Afghanistan against the United States. If confirmed, I look forward to working with 
the Committee to further the Administration’s counterterrorism-focused Afghanistan 
policy. 

Question. Given our limited access to Afghanistan, how likely is it that massive 
amounts of foreign assistance sent to Afghanistan by the last Administration en-
riched terrorist groups? 

Answer. I share the Committee’s concerns about diversion of U.S. assistance, 
which is well documented in public record, including by the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction. I cannot speak to the decisions of the former 
administration and as a private citizen I am not yet able to assess our access in 
Afghanistan. If I am confirmed, I am committed to continuing President Trump’s 
suspension of all aid that could reach the hands of the Taliban, which Secretary 
Rubio has implemented, as conveyed in his May 21 testimony to the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee on the Fiscal Year 2026 State Department Posture. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PAUL KAPUR BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. With the proposed dissolution of the Office of the Coordinator for Af-
ghan Relocation Efforts (CARE), how will you ensure that the activities of CARE 
are fully implemented within SCA? 

Answer. I understand from public reporting of the State Department re-organiza-
tion that the functions of the Office of the Coordinator for Afghan Relocation Efforts 
(CARE) will be realigned to the Office of Afghanistan Affairs within SCA. As I am 
not yet part of the administration, I am unable to speak directly to the reorganiza-
tion plans. 

If confirmed, I will work with the Committee to keep you informed of the Depart-
ment of State’s policies and programming related to Afghan relocations. 

Question. What specific steps will you take to support safe travel of Afghans who 
hold visas or have legal pathways to the United States, such as through family re-
unification? 

Answer. I understand that the Department continues to process Afghan Special 
Immigrant Visa (SIV) applications, including scheduling visa interview appoint-
ments, conducting consular interviews, and interagency security vetting at U.S. em-
bassies and consulates globally. I also understand that certain immigrant visa cat-
egories for immediate relatives may be exempt from the Presidential Proclamation 
Restricting the Entry of Foreign Nationals to Protect the United States from For-
eign Terrorists and Other National Security and Public Safety Threats. 

Question. Do you commit to keeping the Senate Foreign Relations Committee up-
dated regarding the status of thousands of Afghan SIV applicants and holders 
stranded in Qatar, Pakistan, and additional third countries, and do you further com-
mit to coordinating with host governments to ensure they are not deported to Af-
ghanistan and are treated humanely? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Committee to keep you informed of the 
Department of State’s policies related to Afghan Special Immigrant Visa (SIV) appli-
cants and holders. 

Question. Will you work to ensure Afghan SIV applicants and holders are relo-
cated to the United States? 

Answer. I understand that Afghan SIV processing continues, both at the Chief of 
Mission (COM) review step and the visa adjudication step, including consular inter-
views and interagency security vetting at U.S. embassies and consulates around the 
world. 

Additionally, I understand Afghan SIV applicants continue to be able to self-relo-
cate to a third country for processing and, once a visa is obtained, to the United 
States. 

Question. Will you commit to working with Congress to ensure that all Afghan 
allies who are eligible for resettlement are treated with dignity, urgency, and protec-
tion that their service and sacrifices warrant? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Committee to keep you informed of the 
State Department’s policy for Afghan relocations and resettlement. 

Question. Do you think Afghanistan is a safe country to return to, for Afghan 
women and girls in particular? 

Answer. Concerning current security conditions in Afghanistan, I would refer to 
the May 12 DHS press release that noted security improvements in the country for 
its citizens. If I am confirmed, I look forward to working with the Committee on 
this issue. 

Question. What do you consider to be the most pressing threats that face Afghans 
who fought against the Taliban alongside or on behalf of the United States or who 
answer the call to promote human rights and democracy? 

Answer. I am not yet a member of the Administration, but as a private citizen, 
I am not aware of current systemic targeting of Afghans solely due to their past 
employment with the U.S. Government or NATO forces. If confirmed, I look forward 
to working with the Committee on these issues. 
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RESPONSES TO FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PAUL KAPUR BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. With the proposed dissolution of the Office of the Coordinator for Af-
ghan Relocation Efforts (CARE), how will you ensure that the activities of CARE 
are fully implemented within SCA? 

Answer. I understand from public reporting of the State Department’s re-organi-
zation that the functions of CARE will be realigned under the Office of Afghanistan 
Affairs within SCA. As I am not part of the Administration, I am unable to speak 
directly to the Administration’s specific reorganization plans. 

If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Committee to keep you informed 
of the Department’s Afghanistan policies and programming, including on Afghan re-
locations. 

Question. What specific steps will you take to support the safe travel of Afghans 
who hold visas or have legal pathways to the United States, such as through family 
reunification? 

Answer. I understand that the Department continues to process Afghan Special 
Immigrant Visa (SIV) applications, including scheduling visa interview appoint-
ments, conducting consular interviews, and interagency security vetting, at U.S. em-
bassies and consulates globally. I also understand that certain immigrant visa cat-
egories for immediate relatives are exempt from the Presidential Proclamation Re-
stricting the Entry of Foreign Nationals to Protect the United States from Foreign 
Terrorists and Other National Security and Public Safety Threats. 

Question. Do you think Afghanistan is a safe country to return to, for Afghan 
women and girls in particular? 

Answer. Thank you for the opportunity to continue this important discussion. As 
a private citizen, I do not have the official information needed to evaluate this issue. 
I understand that DHS Secretary Noem, based on a review by the US Citizenship 
and Immigration Services, and in Consultation with the State Department, deter-
mined that the security situation in Afghanistan had changed recently. Given this 
improvement change, Secretary Noem concluded, Afghans, including women and 
girls, could return to Afghanistan without undue threats to their personal safety. 
If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Committee on this important issue. 

Question. What do you consider to be the most pressing threats that face Afghans 
who fought against the Taliban alongside or on behalf of the United States or who 
answer the call to promote human rights and democracy? 

Answer. Thank you for the opportunity to address this issue once more. As a pri-
vate citizen, I do not have the official information needed to responsibly evaluate 
this. I am unaware of systemic targeting of Afghans solely due to their prior employ-
ment with the United States. If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Com-
mittee on this important issue. 

Question. Consistent with the wind down plan the State Department provided to 
Congress in September 2024, the State Department was set to complete processing 
of 99 percent of Afghan SIV applications by summer 2029. Is this still on track? 

Answer. As I am not a member of the Administration, I am unaware of and can-
not yet speak to the details on this timeline. If confirmed, I look forward to keeping 
the Committee updated on the status of Afghan SIV case processing. 

Question. Does the State Department have sufficient resources and officers for 
Chief of Mission (COM) approval and interviewing for submitted Afghan SIV cases? 

Answer. As I am not a member of the Administration, I am unaware of and can-
not yet speak to the current status of resources dedicated to the Afghan SIV process. 
If confirmed, I look forward to keeping the Committee updated on the resources re-
quired to safely and securely review COM applications. 

Question. Has State Department staffing affected the projection provided to Con-
gress in September 2024 on completion of Afghan SIV applications by summer 
2029? 

Answer. As I am not yet a member of the Administration, I do not yet have the 
details of staffing patterns referenced in the Department’s September 2024 report. 
If confirmed, I will update the Committee on the current status of Afghan SIV proc-
essing and keep Congress informed on the projected timeline for completing the 
pipeline of Afghan SIV applications. 

Question. How have cuts to the Enduring Welcome program hindered the State 
Department’s ability to process these cases quickly or at all? 



68 

Answer. As I am not a member of the Administration, I am not familiar with and 
cannot yet speak to the potential impact of any cuts to the Enduring Welcome pro-
gram. If confirmed, I will keep the Committee updated on plans as the Department 
continues to safely and securely process Afghan SIV cases. 

Question. How have budget and staffing cuts at the State Department slowed 
COM processing, including appeals of withdrawal of COM support cases for Afghans 
already in the U.S.? 

Answer. As I am not a member of the Administration, I do not yet have the de-
tails on the Department’s reorganization and budget plans. If confirmed, I will con-
sult with the Committee on resource requirements to ensure the Department con-
tinues to safely and securely process Afghan SIV cases, including appeals of with-
drawals of COM support for Afghans already in the United States. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PAUL KAPUR BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. If confirmed, as Assistant Secretary for South Asian Affairs, what types 
of foreign assistance would you prioritize in each of the 13 countries your bureau 
covers, respectively? 

Answer. Foreign assistance is one of many diplomatic tools that allows us to ad-
vance U.S. interests. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, 
the Deputy Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that 
our foreign assistance and our policies are appropriately aligned to make the United 
States safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

Question. If confirmed, would you prioritize or support refugee and humanitarian 
assistance to the Rohingya refugee camps in and near Cox’s Bazaar, Bangladesh? 

Answer. Foreign assistance is one of many diplomatic tools that allows us to ad-
vance U.S. interests. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, 
the Deputy Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that 
our foreign assistance and our policies are appropriately aligned, and we are best 
prepared to meet the challenges facing the United States. With those objectives in 
mind, I will support the Administration in carefully considering continued assist-
ance for the Rohingya refugee camps. 

Question. If confirmed, would you also prioritize or support assistance to the host 
communities of the Rohingya refugee camps in Cox’s Bazaar? 

Answer. Foreign assistance is but one of many diplomatic tools that allows us to 
advance U.S. interests. If I am confirmed, I will work closely with Secretary Rubio, 
the Deputy Secretary, and other senior officials in the Department to ensure that 
our foreign assistance and our policies are appropriately aligned, and we are best 
prepared to meet the challenges facing the United States. With those objectives in 
mind, I will support the Administration in carefully considering assistance to com-
munities hosting Rohingya refugee camps. 

Question. If confirmed, would you prioritize engaging with the Bangladesh govern-
ment to support the Rohingya refugee communities and ensure that they have ac-
cess to the assistance, international humanitarian workers, and structures they 
need to live with dignity and basic human needs met? 

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working closely with the Government of 
Bangladesh and the international donor community to consider opportunities to sup-
port the Rohingya refugee communities, in line with the Administration’s priorities 
to make the United States safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PAUL KAPUR BY SENATOR CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 

Question. Do you believe that the United States has a role to play as a mediator 
in the conflict between India and Pakistan over Kashmir? 

Answer. The United States’ long-standing policy on Kashmir remains the same. 
The pace, scope, and character of any negotiations on Kashmir are for India and 
Pakistan to decide upon bilaterally. 
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Question. How will you work to ensure that there is productive dialogue between 
India and Pakistan to prevent tensions from re-emerging? 

Answer. I commend both the Indian and Pakistani governments for choosing the 
path of peace and maintaining the ceasefire. It is up to both governments to agree 
upon next steps for broader bilateral talks on areas of concern. 

Question. On May 28, Secretary Rubio announced foreign nationals who are re-
sponsible for censorship of protected expression in the United States under Section 
212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration and Nationality Act. He stated, ‘‘It is . . . unaccept-
able for foreign officials to demand that American tech platforms adopt global con-
tent moderation policies or engage in censorship activity that reaches beyond their 
authority and into the United States.’’ Secretary Rubio has indicated that the policy 
will apply to officials from ‘‘Latin America, Europe, or elsewhere.’’ 

Will this policy also apply to government officials from countries that fall under 
the remit of the Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, including India and 
Pakistan? 

Answer. I understand this policy announced is a global policy. 
Question. If so, what measures will be taken to implement the policy? 
Answer. I understand this visa restriction policy is pursuant to Section 

212(a)(3)(C) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, which authorizes the Secretary 
of State to render inadmissible any alien whose entry into the United States ‘‘would 
have potentially serious adverse foreign policy consequences for the United States.’’ 
Section 212(a)(3)(C) will be applied to foreign nationals who are responsible for cen-
sorship of protected expression in the United States. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HOWARD BRODIE BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. Russia’s belligerent actions in Ukraine and sabotage operations across 
Europe, including off the Baltic Sea coast of Finland, have sent dangerous signals 
to its neighbors, like Finland. How will you support U.S.-Finland cooperation on 
monitoring and deterring offensive Russian activity in the Baltic Sea and NATO’s 
Eastern Flank? 

Answer. Sharing an 830-mile-long land border with Russia, Finland is a model 
of whole-of-society resilience and defense. Finland is a top contributor at NATO and 
an active participant in NATO missions including Air Policing in the High North 
and Baltic Sentry in the Baltic Sea. If confirmed, I will work with Finland to ensure 
it remains and grows as a full-spectrum defense and security partner, maintains 
interoperability with U.S. forces, and continues to lead in the full range of NATO 
missions. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HOWARD BRODIE BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit to advocate within the interagency for 
Finland’s ability to continue supporting Ukraine, including their ability to export 
U.S. origin security assistance to Ukraine? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with Finland to support President 
Trump’s efforts to end the war and ensure continued adherence to the well-estab-
lished review process for requests to export U.S. origin security assistance. 

Question. As polar ice continues to melt, the Arctic is an area of increasing stra-
tegic importance. The Finnish military’s cold-weather capabilities are a boon to 
NATO and Arctic security and Finland and Sweden’s NATO accession now means 
that all Arctic nations save Russia are Allies of the United States. If confirmed, are 
there areas where you envision working with Finland to advance U.S. security inter-
ests in the Arctic? 

Answer. President Trump recognizes Arctic security is critical to the safety and 
national security of the United States. Finland is fully aligned with the United 
States concerning Russia’s military activity in the Arctic, and shares concerns about 
increasing Russia-China cooperation in the region. Finland has significant defense 
capabilities to operate in the High North and serves as an ideal platform for Arctic 
warfare training. Finland is also working closely with the United States and Can-
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ada on icebreaker production through the Icebreaker Collaboration Effort (ICE 
Pact). If confirmed, I will work to deepen U.S. cooperation with Finland on Arctic 
security by supporting joint exercises in Lapland that enhance NATO’s readiness for 
extreme-weather operations, and by advancing the goals of the ICE Pact to revi-
talize U.S. shipbuilding, acquire critical icebreaker construction expertise, and cre-
ate high-quality American jobs. 

Question. The European Centre of Excellence for Countering Hybrid Threats in 
Helsinki offers a unique chance for transatlantic coordination. As technological ag-
gression continues to evolve, how will you strengthen U.S. engagement with the Hy-
brid Center for Excellence and ensure interagency participation? 

Answer. The United States is a founding member of the Centre of Excellence and, 
if confirmed, I will continue to support the Centre and its 35 other members (every 
NATO Ally and EU Member state) to accomplish its important and deeply practical 
work. The Centre’s research, training, and exercise programs enable NATO Allies 
and EU members to counter the increasingly reckless hybrid campaigns that threat-
en our collective security, including technological threats. If confirmed, I will ensure 
robust interagency participation from relevant U.S. agencies in the Centre’s exer-
cises and research initiatives. I will also advocate for using the Centre as a platform 
to strengthen collaboration with trusted private sector partners on emerging threats 
such as AI-driven disinformation, cybersecurity vulnerabilities, and infrastructure 
risk. With my legal and cross-border business background, I am particularly focused 
on the integrity of information systems and the resilience of supply chains—areas 
where Finland brings deep expertise. 

Question. ‘‘Baltic Sentry’’ is an effort to enhance NATO presence in the Baltic Sea 
and respond quickly to destabilizing actions, including sabotage of communications 
and energy infrastructure, which was launched in Helsinki in January. If requested 
and appropriate, would you facilitate U.S. cooperation to safeguard critical infra-
structure? 

Answer. Finland is an important partner in promoting efforts and best practices 
to protect critical infrastructure, particularly critical undersea infrastructure in the 
Baltic Sea. Finland has endorsed the New York Principles concerning the protection 
of undersea cables and is an important contributor to NATO’s Baltic Sentry, an ac-
tivity announced at the NATO Baltic Sea Allies Summit it co-hosted this January 
in Helsinki. Baltic Sentry is a good example of our NATO Allies providing for their 
own security. If confirmed, I will continue the United States’ partnership with Fin-
land to safeguard critical infrastructure—including undersea cables and energy 
lines—by supporting NATO’s deterrence efforts and promoting deeper trilateral co-
ordination with Finland and Sweden on Baltic Sea monitoring, threat detection, and 
infrastructure hardening. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

The DFC was created by Congress, and we are committed to ensuring that 
congressional intent is recognized and upheld. When we created the DFC, it 
was with the explicit intent that the corporation would pursue an ‘‘all of the 
above strategy’’ to reduce energy poverty. Multiple Indo-Pacific and African 
countries have told the Committee that they need natural gas. Under the 
Biden administration, the DFC imposed upon itself a carbon cap that lim-
ited its involvement in natural gas projects. 

Question. Do you believe in the ‘‘all of the above’’ approach to reducing energy 
poverty and advancing energy security? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Does ‘‘all of the above’’ include natural gas? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Does it include nuclear? If confirmed, what role would nuclear play in 

the DFC’s energy mix? 
Answer. Yes. I understand that DFC has been able to consider nuclear invest-

ments since 2020. If confirmed, I would support DFC playing a role in advancing 
the Administration’s focus on revitalizing the U.S. nuclear sector including through 
exports of nuclear technology where projects are commercially viable. Furthermore, 
I understand that on May 23, the President issued an Executive Order, ‘‘Deploying 
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Advanced Nuclear Reactor Technologies For National Security,’’ which references 
optimizing the value of DFC to provide equity and other financing of American nu-
clear energy technology. 

Question. Do you agree that imposing country-, region-, or sector-specific man-
dates on the DFC will undermine its efficiency and effectiveness, including by reduc-
ing its potential customer base, and that the DFC should instead seek to balance 
interest and opportunity, wherever they may align? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Congress to support reauthorizing DFC, 
including assessing country eligibility issues. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Development Mandate 
Question. The DFC was created to expand the work that was being done by the 

Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) and USAID and to catalyze invest-
ment for development primarily in lower and middle-income countries. How will you 
ensure that DFC’s development mandate remains focused and effective in delivering 
impact? 

Answer. If confirmed, drawing on my finance experience, I will work with the tal-
ented staff at DFC to ensure DFC continues to deliver on its mandate in service 
of the American people. 

Ukraine Reconstruction Investment Fund 
Question. How will you work to ensure the Ukraine Reconstruction Investment 

Fund will have enough initial capital to spur early investments? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will coordinate with the DFC Board and the Administra-

tion to assess the initial capital needs for this investment and develop a plan to 
meet those needs. 

Question. Do you commit to keeping the Senate Foreign Relations Committee up-
dated regarding the status and operations of the Ukraine Reconstruction Invest-
ment Fund? 

Answer. Yes. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR PETE RICKETTS 

Coordination to Strategically Compete with Communist China 
Communist China has deployed its economic influence to gain influence 

and power, globally. In order to combat these efforts and maximize our own, 
I have been supportive of President Trump’s efforts to employ ‘‘economic 
statecraft’’ and realign U.S. global development aid toward strategic com-
petition with Communist China. 

Question. What role can the private sector play in increasing coordination across 
the various development-related agencies, including DFC, EXIM, USTDA, and MCC, 
to ensure a streamlined, complimentary approach to effectively compete with Com-
munist China? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would support increasing engagement with the private 
sector to maximize deployment of capital available for strategic and developmental 
investments to better compete with China. This includes working closely with inter-
agency partners to effectively coordinate the economic tools of the U.S. Government. 

Utilizing Technology to Improve Efficiencies at DFC 

Question. How do you plan on updating the current technology and processes 
within DFC to make sure taxpayer dollars are spent effectively, efficiently, and in 
line with the Trump Administration’s priorities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would support investing in DFC’s technology programs— 
applying my private sector experience and the knowledge base of the staff at DFC. 
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By making better use of technology, DFC can ensure taxpayer dollars are spent effi-
ciently. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. There are competing priorities when it comes to the work of DFC. For example, DFC must weigh financial p
Question. There are competing priorities when it comes to the work of DFC. For 

example, DFC must weigh financial performance in relation to foreign policy objec-
tives and development mandates. 

Question. If confirmed, how would you weigh and prioritize the different DFC 
statutory mandates? 

Answer. If confirmed, in the context of deciding whether DFC should support a 
particular investment, I would weigh all of the competing interests and seek appro-
priate guidance and advice in connection with balancing those interests. 

Question. Would you prioritize positive development impact in addition to gener-
ating financial returns? 

Answer. Yes, I would prioritize developmental impact recognizing that long-term 
sustainable developmental impact that graduates from government investment is 
rooted in commercially viable projects. 

Question. What kinds of development impact would you focus on? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work with interagency partners to determine what 

investments have real economic development impact while meeting DFC’s mandate 
and mission. 

Women make significant contributions to both the global and U.S. econ-
omy, both through paid work and unpaid caregiving. Closing the gender gap 
in labor markets could add trillions of dollars to the global GDP, and ad-
vancing women’s employment also boosts economic output. 

Question. Would you continue the work of DFC’s 2X Women’s Initiative? 
Answer. The BUILD Act of 2018 includes supporting women-owned businesses. If 

confirmed, I would continue to meet statutory requirements. 
Question. What is your view of DFC’s statutory income restrictions? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Congress to support reauthorizing DFC, 

including assessing country eligibility issues. 
Question. Do you see a need for DFC to have more flexibility to provide support 

in higher- or lower-income countries, and if so, for what specific reasons? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Congress to support reauthorizing DFC, 

including assessing country eligibility issues. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR JOHN CORNYN 

Denham Capital, a U.S. based private equity firm (with substantial 
Texas-based investments), is the founder and 50 percent owner of the Serra 
Verde rare earths mine located in Brazil. Serra Verde is one of the few po-
tential large-scale, near-term sources of critical heavy and light rare earths 
outside of China. Currently, negotiations between Denham Capital and DFC 
to issue the first crucial loan disbursement from DFC to establish a $465 
million processing plant in Brazil have stalled. Denham Capital claims that 
an agreement must be reached no later than July to continue with the 
project and ensure the U.S. market and the DoD have access to these critical 
minerals and rare earth elements in the coming years. 

Question. Given the strategic importance of this issue for our country, will you 
commit to prioritizing a resolution to this issue, which takes into account our long- 
term strategic interests, as soon as possible? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to reviewing this potential investment and explor-
ing a resolution to this issue. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO BENJAMIN BLACK BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

If confirmed, you will be grappling with the wide-ranging effects of the 
Trump administration’s severe and illegal cuts to foreign assistance as head 
of the DFC. 

Question. How do you envision the role of DFC in this new environment? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure DFC continues to implement its pro-

grams in accordance with DFC’s statutory mandate. 
Question. Are you concerned that slashed development and humanitarian assist-

ance will reduce the number of countries in the pipeline who can then become quali-
fied for DFC loans? 

Answer. If confirmed, I fully expect that DFC will have a strong global pipeline 
of potential investments that meet DFC’s statutory mandate. 

Question. How does the role of DFC change if the United States significantly re-
duces its assistance previously executed by the U.S. Agency for International Devel-
opment and the Millennium Challenge Corporation and other departments and 
agencies? 

Answer. DFC’s mission, authorities, and comparative strengths are distinct from 
that of other agencies. If confirmed, I will work with the interagency toward an effi-
cient overall policy where DFC would contribute within its comparative strengths 
and authorities and collaborate with the other key United States economic agencies. 

With DFC originating sizable private sector loans, there is significant risk 
of corruption and nepotism. 

Question. What guardrails does DFC need to ensure that its lending remains 
transparent and based on sound financial criteria and U.S. foreign policy interests, 
especially in countries with weaker legal structures? 

Answer. Given my finance experience, I am well-versed in the importance of 
transparency, meeting reporting requirements, and fiduciary responsibilities. If con-
firmed, I will continue to uphold DFC standards to be consistent with applicable 
laws. 

Question. How do you intend to reduce the risk that any U.S. administration can 
use DFC’s private sector relationships to curry favor with or financially benefit the 
president as it seeks investors for overseas projects to advance U.S. foreign policy? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will abide by all laws and regulations, to include all appli-
cable ethics laws and regulations when participating in investment decisions on be-
half of DFC. 

Question. Do you commit to maintaining DFC headquarters, including the CEO’s 
office, in Washington, DC? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I would commit to maintaining DFC headquarters, in-
cluding the CEO’s office, in Washington, DC. 

Compared to other U.S. Government entities, the DFC has relatively wide 
latitude in terms of its dispersal of funds. 

Question. What are your regional priorities for lending? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with interagency partners and Congress 

to align priorities with those across the government. While DFC can seek to 
prioritize regions, DFC can only support investments in countries where it is au-
thorized. 

Question. What do you envision for the Indo-Pacific region, arguably the most im-
portant for the future of U.S. national security? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the interagency and Congress to ensure 
DFC’s private sector mobilization advances the national security and foreign policy 
priorities for the Indo-Pacific region. 

Question. What sectors, such as energy, critical infrastructure, and healthcare, do 
you seek to prioritize? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with interagency partners and Congress 
on identifying priority sectors, including critical minerals, energy, and infrastruc-
ture, that meet DFC’s mandate and further foreign policy interests. 

The DFC has played an important role in financing projects to deploy 
clean energy and increase communities’ resilience to disasters and extreme 
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weather. The International Energy Agency also estimates that global invest-
ments in clean energy will double global investments in fossil fuels in 2025. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you use the DFC’s tool to compete with China 
in these important sectors? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would support efforts that align with U.S. foreign policy 
objectives to expand reliable, secure energy supply and to advance markets for U.S. 
energy products and services. 
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