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Background Memo 

Full Committee Hearing: 

Nominations (The Honorable Bridget A. Brink, of Michigan, a Career Member of the 

Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the United States of America to Ukraine). 

 

 

 

On May 10, 2022, at 2:30 pm in SD-106 E and via videoconference, the Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee will hold a hearing to consider the nomination of The Honorable Bridget 

A. Brink, of Michigan, a Career Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister-

Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United States of America 

to Ukraine. 

 

 

Attached are the following: 

 

 List of Recent Incumbents 

 Biographical Summary 

 Certificate of Demonstrated Competence 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I.  List of Recent Incumbents 
 

Ambassador to Ukraine 

Incumbents for the Last Ten Years  

 

 

 

 Marie L. Yovanovitch 2016 – 2019 

 Geoffrey R. Pyatt 2013 – 2016 

 John F. Tefft 2009 – 2013 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



II. Biographical Summary 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



III.  Certificate of Demonstrated Competence 

REPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

 

UNITED STATES SENATE 

 

 

SUBJECT:   Ambassadorial Nomination:  Certificate of  

   Demonstrated Competence -- Foreign Service 

   Act, Section 304(a)(4) 

 

POST:  Ukraine 

 

CANDIDATE: Bridget A. Brink 

  

Bridget A. Brink, a career member of the Senior Foreign Service, currently serves 

as the U.S. Ambassador to the Slovak Republic.  Prior to that, she served as 

Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs at the 

Department of State, with responsibility for issues related to Eastern Europe, the 

Caucasus, and the protracted conflicts in Europe. Her broad foreign policy 

experience, demonstrated leadership skills, and expert knowledge of Europe and 

Eurasia make her well qualified to serve as U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine. 

She also served as Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassies in Tashkent, 

Uzbekistan, and in Tbilisi, Georgia.  Brink has spent her twenty-five-year career in 

the Foreign Service focused on advancing U.S. policy in Europe and Eurasia.  She 

was the Director for the Aegean and the South Caucasus at the National Security 

Council and served in the State Department as the Deputy Director for Southern 

European Affairs, Special Assistant to the Under Secretary for Political Affairs, 

and Cyprus Desk Officer.  She began her career in Belgrade, Serbia.  Originally 

from Michigan, Brink is the recipient of numerous performance awards.  She holds 

Master’s degrees in International Relations and Political Theory from the London 

School of Economics and Political Science, as well as a Bachelor’s degree in 

Political Science from Kenyon College.  She speaks Russian and has studied 

Slovak, Serbian, Georgian, and French. 

 


