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NOMINATIONS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2025 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:33 a.m., in room 

SD–419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. James E. Risch pre-
siding. 

Present: Senators Risch [presiding], Ricketts, McCormick, 
Hagerty, Paul, Cruz, Scott of Florida, Curtis, Cornyn, Shaheen, 
Coons, Murphy, Kaine, Merkley, Schatz, Van Hollen, and Rosen. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES E. RISCH, 
CHAIRMAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM IDAHO 

Senator RISCH. U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee will 
come to order. 

Today we’re going to hear from three of President Trump’s nomi-
nees, and ordinarily we have a couple of Senators to do introduc-
tions, but one’s here, one isn’t. So, I think we’ll start with the open-
ing statements, and then we’ll go to the introductions. 

So, with that, I’ve got a few remarks. I’m going to yield to Sen-
ator Shaheen to give her remarks, then we’ll have introductions, 
and we’ll have comments from the nominees, and then we will open 
it up to questions. For those of you who are here in the audience 
as usual, we welcome you. This is an open hearing. 

I notice we have a lot of family and other friends here. I would 
as always, state that this hearing is a business of the United 
States of America, that’s important, needs to go on. Any type of 
interruptions, any attempt to communicate from the audience ver-
bally or otherwise will be met with a removal and arrest and 
banned from the committee for a year. That’s the way we keep 
order here, but we’re welcome to have you. 

So, with that, today America will hear from the President’s nomi-
nees to be U.S. Ambassadors to some of our most important allies. 

The threats we face from China, Russia, Iran, and North Korea 
are too big for anyone to face alone. I hope our nominees would 
agree that we need mutually beneficial with our friends like Can-
ada, Mexico, and Japan, and that they will act on day one to make 
this happen, and it’s incredibly important. 

Our first nominee Ambassador Peter Hoekstra has served the 
people of Michigan in Congress for nearly two decades, and is Am-
bassador to the Netherlands in President Trump’s first term. 

Now as Ambassador to Canada, Ambassador Hoekstra, you will 
work with a country that is not just a neighbor, but a NATO treaty 
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ally and major trade partner. I look forward to hearing about how 
you will urge our Canadian friends to increase their military 
spending, which they acknowledge publicly that they need to do. 
They need to modernize the North American Aerospace Defense 
Command to meet the real threats that both of our nations face. 

Canada must show meaningful change and fulfill its defense obli-
gation. Canada’s low contributions are not as helpful to the NATO’s 
collective defense as they can, or they should be. 

Turning to Japan, Mr. Glass, you have an opportunity to further 
modernize the U.S.-Japanese Alliance to ensure our countries are 
prepared to deter the long term threats we face from China. 

President Trump’s summit reaffirmed U.S. commitment to Ja-
pan’s security, including through our nuclear umbrella. Our alli-
ance is rock solid. To build on this foundation, we need to prioritize 
the important economic and security relationships the U.S. and 
Japan share with South Korea, the Philippines, and Taiwan. 

Japan is stepping up its defense capabilities. Its decision to de-
velop counterstrike capabilities is a key example of this, but like 
all our allies, Japan must do more to bolster its defenses. I hope 
that working with the Japanese to do this will be a priority for you. 

You also have a chance to strengthen our trade and investment 
relationships with Japan. We have some trade friction with Japan 
in my home State in Idaho, that’s been ongoing for a long time. Its 
market remains closed to our fresh potatoes, and we are not seeing 
progress. I hope you’ll work with me to resolve this once you’re con-
firmed. 

Finally, I’m pleased to welcome back Ambassador Johnson, who 
has served the U.S. Government for over four decades. Most re-
cently, as the U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador. As Ambassador to 
Mexico, you’ll face a unique set of challenges that are critical 
threats to U.S. National Security. All of us are seriously concerned 
about the role of Mexican cartels in the manufacture and traf-
ficking of lethal narcotics like fentanyl and of course, in illegal im-
migration. 

These criminal activities pose unprecedented and direct threats 
to American families. Every State in America is truly a border 
State. President Trump’s designation of cartels as foreign terrorist 
organizations, his enforcement of security at the border, and the 
vigorous enforcement of U.S. immigration laws to protect domestic 
security, is to be thanked for and praised. Thanks to these policies 
under President Trump, we are seeing historically low illegal immi-
gration numbers for the first time in decades. 

Ambassador Johnson, I hope you will work with the Mexican 
government to further combat illegal immigration, put a stop to 
drug trafficking from Mexico, and promote peace and stability in 
the Western hemisphere by encouraging Mexico to do more to 
counter China, Russia, and other malign countries. The impending 
review of the USMCA will provide some opportunity to do this, and 
I hope you’ll cease it. 

Thank you to all our three witnesses for being here today. If con-
firmed, you’ll have big jobs ahead of you. I look forward to working 
with you to improve these important bilateral relationships, as we 
work to make America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

With that, Senator Shaheen. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. JEANNE SHAHEEN, 
RANKING MEMBER, U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to 

our nominees this morning. And welcome also to your families and 
supporters who are here today. 

One of the greatest assets, as the Chairman also pointed out, 
that we have in the United States is our strong alliances around 
the world, and our friendly neighbors close to home. This tradition-
ally has meant a wealth of opportunities for Americans, and that’s 
certainly true in my home State of New Hampshire. New Hamp-
shire’s biggest export market is Canada. Our third biggest is Mex-
ico, followed by Japan. 

As the New Hampshire businesswoman who accompanied me to 
President Trump’s speech to Congress last week stated, ‘‘We rely 
on smooth international trade for sourcing raw materials and pack-
aging that are either not grown or commercially available in the 
United States.’’ But self-inflicted trade wars don’t just cut off op-
portunities for small businesses in my State, they raised the price 
of gas, of groceries for Americans all across the country, and at the 
same time, the alliances that we’ve built since the end of World 
War II with nations like Japan, go far beyond our trade relation-
ship. 

These alliances have been the cornerstone to America’s security 
for generations. Japan hosts almost 55,000 active duty U.S. service 
members on 15 major bases, more than any other country in the 
world. We work together on cyber defense, on missile technology, 
and on AI. And Japan has been a staunch supporter of Ukraine. 
A recognition that defeating Putin in Ukraine is critical for the se-
curity of sovereign nations around the world, I think is at the foun-
dation of that support. 

As the former Japanese Prime Minister said in his address to 
Congress in the last couple of years, the Ukraine of today may be 
the East Asia of tomorrow. For our nominees today, if confirmed, 
you’ll be leading efforts that are fundamental to our national inter-
ests: Combating corruption and fighting the flow of fentanyl 
through Mexico and to the United States, strengthening our trade 
partnerships on behalf of American manufacturers and farmers, 
bolstering our allies like Japan, who live well within striking dis-
tance of North Korea and China. 

Ambassador Hoekstra, Ambassador Glass, Ambassador Johnson, 
if you are confirmed, you’ll be leading many of these efforts. So, I 
would ask, how helpful is it to have President Trump badmouthing 
our alliance with Japan from the Oval Office? Should we make 
threats about Canadian sovereignty as it conducts its elections? 
Should we try to bully Mexico as we work together to fight drug 
cartels and curb immigration at our southern border? 

Unfortunately, the Trump administration’s first month and a 
half in office does not inspire confidence and trust when it comes 
to our foreign policy, which is why we must make sure the United 
States has ambassadors who are suitable to represent our nation 
in the countries that they’re assigned to. Ambassadors who can so-
lidify and build on our longstanding alliances. 

So, to our nominees, given some of your past statements, I hope 
you’ll take this hearing as an opportunity to articulate your vision 
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for positive engagement with Canada, Mexico, and Japan. How will 
you build on the successes that we’ve had over the years in those 
countries? How will we work with their governments to advance 
America’s interest? I look forward to hearing your thoughts and 
plans. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Scott, I’m going to give you the floor and the oppor-

tunity, you have some remarks in the introduction, please. 
Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. OK. 
Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and members of the 

committee, it is an absolute honor to sit before you today to intro-
duce Ron Johnson to serve as the next U.S. Ambassador to Mexico. 
I would also like to recognize his wife, Alina, and their four chil-
dren, Robert, Lori, Michael, and Joshua. Ron and Alina are also 
the proud grandparents of eight grandchildren. As a grandfather of 
seven, myself, it’s probably the best job in the world. 

President Trump made a fantastic pick with Ron Johnson. He 
has served our country for over 40 years and loves our country. 
First as a military officer and Army Special Forces, retiring as Spe-
cial Forces Colonel, and later as an operations officer at CIA with 
service around the world, including multiple tours in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. Finally serving as U.S. Ambassador at El Salvador from 
2019 to 2021. 

Although his service to our nation has required him to frequently 
be away, Ron has been proud to call the great State of Florida’s his 
home for over 20 years. 

During Ron’s service in El Salvador, he helped reduce illegal im-
migration to the U.S. by 80 percent. He worked with El Salvador’s 
leadership to produce one of our best partnerships in the Western 
Hemisphere. As he was nearing the end of his appointment, El Sal-
vador was consistently reporting the lowest number of violent 
crimes in history, and economic growth in the country has been im-
proving. Now, well poised to receive more foreign and domestic in-
vestment in its economic sectors. He also worked with Salvadorian 
and U.S. law enforcement authorities to increase counter narcotic 
activities by 500 percent, and to cooperate cross borders to inves-
tigate, track, arrest, prosecute, and extradite gang members oper-
ating in both countries. 

By the time Ron’s service in El Salvador ended, the U.S.-El Sal-
vador relationship was stronger than it had ever been. Ron’s efforts 
were recognized in 2020 when the State Department awarded him 
the Sue M. Cobb Award for exemplary diplomatic service. 

President Trump chose a leader who can deliver for Americans 
and for the great men and women of our diplomatic service who are 
stationed in Mexico. His extensive experience in special forces, CIA, 
and diplomacy make him an exceptional candidate to be the next 
Ambassador to Mexico. With his and Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio’s leadership, our diplomatic mission to Mexico will be suc-
cessful. 

Over the past 4 years, Mexico has played a part in allowing ter-
rorists, drugs, and illegal immigration across our border, with the 
failed open border policies of the Biden administration. As we work 
to ensure Mexico does their part in curbing the border and fentanyl 
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crisis, we need strong leadership like Ron at the helm. Ron is deep-
ly committed to the men and women who serve. 

I’m confident that his skills, character, expertise will make him 
an effective Ambassador to Mexico. I look forward to hearing from 
him today on his vision for U.S.-Mexico relations, how he plans to 
combat illegal immigration and advance President Trump’s agenda. 
Working with President Trump and Secretary Rubio, I’m confident 
he will help restore peace through strength and stand for America’s 
best interest. 

You have my full support and urge my colleagues to advance 
your nomination quickly. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Scott. We appreciate those 

glowing words. 
We’re now going to hear from each of the three nominees, and 

then we’ll follow it up with a series of questions by the Senators. 
I’d ask you to keep your remarks to about 5 minutes, if you want 

to put more in the record, you obviously are more than welcome to 
do that. 

These three are incredibly important to us, obviously. I’ve 
worked with the White House to prioritize our hearings on a basis 
that the countries that are incredibly important to us; these three 
countries are incredibly important to us. So, we’re anxious to hear 
what you have to say and how you can better the relationship. 

So, with that, we’re going to start with Mr. Hoekstra, you will 
be up first. You have opportunity to do about 5 minutes. 

STATEMENT OF HON. PETER HOEKSTRA, OF MICHIGAN, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO CANADA 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Great. Thank you. 
I’d like to submit my entire statement for the record. 
Senator RISCH. It will be included. 
Mr. HOEKSTRA. Great. Thank you. 
Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, distinguished mem-

bers of the committee. It’s an honor to be in front of you. It’s good 
to be back on the Hill. This is a special place. And walking into 
the Capitol and recognizing that for 18 years I had the opportunity 
to call that my office was a time that I will never forget. 

I’m deeply appreciative to President Trump for his nomination to 
be the next U.S. Ambassador to Canada, with your concurrence 
and approval. I look forward to beginning my work in Canada and 
once again, serving the people of the United States of America. 

As all of you know, public service takes a tremendous amount of 
support from our families, our community to make our service pos-
sible. I’d like to recognize my wife, Diane, this summer she and I 
will celebrate 50 years of marriage, for the faith, for the total sup-
port that she has provided to me, our kids, and our family as we 
spent that time in public service. It would not have been possible 
without her. And that as you all know, there are highs in the life 
of politicians, and there are lows, and living in the public eye can 
be great, and it can be challenging. But for us, public service has 
been a tremendous honor and a privilege, and we’re deeply appre-
ciative to have had that opportunity. 
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Also, in public service, I want to thank a couple of other ambas-
sadors. Shefali Duggal, whom some of you may know, she suc-
ceeded me in the Netherlands. We built a very, very supportive re-
lationship. She invited me and the family to come back to the 
Netherlands for her 4th of July celebrations, and the Dutch were 
amazed. 

You have a person who was a strong supporter of the Biden ad-
ministration and a Trump ambassador, and they looked at us and 
said, Pete, why are you here? And it’s like, well, because Shefali 
is a friend, and she invited us. And they were amazed because too 
often, as they read the headlines coming out of the United States, 
they find it hard to believe that Republicans and Democrats actu-
ally talk to each other. 

I’m deeply appreciative to David Cohen, President Biden’s am-
bassador, the former Ambassador to Canada. He and I had a con-
gratulatory phone call, and he pledged his support and help to 
make sure that if confirmed, my transition to Canada, he would be 
there to assist in whatever way possible. I think it’s a great testa-
ment to the people that have been confirmed by this committee and 
the standards that have been set in terms of the kinds of relation-
ships that help us be effective and send a message across the bor-
ders, that Republicans and Democrats are united and promoting 
the interests of the United States of America. We have our dif-
ferences, but we are committed to the success of the United States 
of America. 

I’m an immigrant. My parents immigrated when I was 3 years 
old. They had experience with the Americans. It was the allies that 
liberated my parents and the Netherlands, during World War II. 
Specifically, it was the Canadians that liberated the parts of the 
Netherlands where my parents lived. So, they are deeply appre-
ciative for the service of Canada and America and liberating the 
Netherlands. 

My dad said he came here because this was the land of oppor-
tunity. My mom came here, and she said, I thought we were com-
ing here for an adventure. What they found out that it ended up 
being true for both of them. 36 years later, after coming to the 
United States of America they were able to see their son get sworn 
into the U.S. House of Representatives, a tremendous honor. 

Hailing from Michigan, I do have a special appreciation for Can-
ada as a neighbor. My home State is connected to Canada by four, 
and soon to be five bridge crossings, a long maritime border, across 
the Great Lakes, vital links that drive businesses, jobs, and liveli-
hood in, in both States. If confirmed, I will work tirelessly to build 
on that record of cooperation and extend it obviously, nationally. I 
think there’s 36 States that see Canada as their number one trad-
ing partner internationally. 

As a Congressman, I have frequently interacted with Canadians 
on trade, military, intelligence, cultural issues, obviously, they’re 
part of NATO, they’re also part of Five Eyes, so that relationship 
goes deep. 

As an ambassador, it’d be my honor to promote U.S. interests 
and protect U.S. citizens. I recognize the obligation of imple-
menting the strategies and policies of the United States. I recog-



7 

nize my responsibility to the President of the United States, to the 
citizens of America, but I’m also a man of the House. 

I recognize my responsibility to the Members of Congress. I want 
to develop a partnership, and I look forward to working with you 
on the issues and the strategies that we put in place in Canada, 
and to address the issues. With your approval, I look forward to 
once again having the opportunity to serve this great country and 
the American people. 

Thank you. 

NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 

Question. Do you agree to appear before this Committee and make officials from 
the Department of State available to the Committee and designated staff when in-
vited? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you commit to keep this Committee fully and currently informed 

about the activities under your purview? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you commit to engaging in meaningful consultation while policies 

are being developed, not just providing notification after the fact? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you commit to promptly responding to requests for briefings and in-

formation requested by the Committee and its designated staff? 
Answer. Yes. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Hoekstra follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Peter Hoekstra 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished Committee Mem-
bers, it is an honor to be with you today. 

I am deeply appreciative to President Trump for his nomination to be the next 
U.S. Ambassador to Canada. With your concurrence and approval, I look forward 
to beginning my work in Canada and once again serving the people of the United 
States of America. 

As all of you who are a part of public service know, it takes the support of our 
families and our community to make our service possible. I would like to recognize 
Diane, my wife of very nearly 50 years, for her unconditional love and support. Our 
children have ridden out the joys and frustrations of having a Congressman and 
Ambassador as a father with grace, understanding, and a dedication of their own. 
Our time in public service has been special and rewarding for all of us. 

I’m also appreciative of the relationship that Shefali Duggal and I built over the 
last 4 years. She has served as the Ambassador to the Netherlands during President 
Biden’s Administration. And I’d like to thank David Cohen, the former U.S. Ambas-
sador to Canada for his commitment to work with me, should I be confirmed. Dem-
onstrating these relationships across party lines sends a strong message to our host 
countries. 

This is a special opportunity. I am a native Dutchman. I was born in the Nether-
lands in 1953. In 1956 my parents immigrated to the United States with their three 
young children. For them it was the beginning of an adventure in ‘‘the land of op-
portunity.’’ They had some previous experience with Americans and North Ameri-
cans. It was the Allied effort that liberated the Netherlands, but specifically Cana-
dians troops who liberated the northern parts of an occupied Netherlands in 1945. 
This is where my parents lived. 

My parents made the commitment that they would become ‘‘Americans’’, even 
changing the name of one of their children so that he would fit in. We lived the 
American dream. My dad operated a small bakery. My mom was a stay-at-home 
mother. Their kids all graduated from college and 36 years later they saw their son 
sworn into the U.S. Congress. America has been all they had hoped for, and more. 
For all of us, it became our new home. 

I am humbled to be given this opportunity to represent the United States in Can-
ada during this important time in our relationship. I recognize Canada’s long-
standing friendship, our deep economic ties, and our strong military alliance. Can-
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ada is our most valuable trading partner, our largest source of foreign investment, 
and our largest source of energy imports. We share the longest border in the 
world—more than 5,500 miles—and some 120 land ports of entry. 

Hailing from Michigan, I have a special appreciation for Canada as a neighbor. 
My home State is connected to Canada by four, and soon five, bridge crossings and 
a long maritime border in the Great Lakes, vital links that drive businesses, jobs, 
and livelihoods on both sides. If confirmed, I will work tirelessly with Canada to 
strengthen our border security and to promote lawful trade and travel. We can do 
so much more, together. 

Canada is also a close partner in NATO and in NORAD, the world’s only bina-
tional military command. Canada is also part of the Five Eyes, the unique intel-
ligence sharing arrangement with our closest friends. Together, we defend North 
America, including a rapidly evolving strategic situation in the Arctic. The U.S.-Ca-
nadian defense relationship has proven itself time and again. For more than a cen-
tury, Canadians have bravely stood shoulder to shoulder with us on battlefields as 
we defended freedom together. If confirmed, I will press Canada to invest and work 
with the United States as we prepare to defend North America economically and 
militarily for the next century. 

Personally, I look forward to working again with those who have dedicated their 
lives to the foreign service. In my 3 years as Ambassador to the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands and 18 years in Congress, I observed the talents and the skills of our 
State Department professionals firsthand. Their knowledge of how to conduct for-
eign policy is something that I have relied on in the past and will continue to rely 
on in the future. They are truly talented people. 

As a Congressman, I have interacted frequently with the Canadians on trade, 
military and intelligence, and cultural issues. This position will enable me to build 
on that experience if I am confirmed. 

As an ambassador, it would be my honor to promote U.S. interests and protect 
American citizens. I recognize the obligation of implementing the strategies and 
policies of the United States. These policies are established in Washington, DC. I 
recognize the responsibilities that I have to President Trump and Secretary of State 
Rubio; and as a man of the House, my responsibility to the Congress of the United 
States. 

With your approval, I look forward to once again having the opportunity to serve 
this great country and the American people. Thank you very much for your time 
today. I look forward to answering your questions. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. I appreciate your com-
ments and welcome your wife. Those of us who have been married 
that long and been through this up and down can certainly relate 
to that. Vicki and I have been 56 years together, and we’ve been 
through 36 elections, and I can tell you, your comments about the 
ups and downs are very accurate. There’s no question about that. 

Mr. Glass you’re up. Let’s hear what you have to say about 
Japan. 

STATEMENT OF HON. GEORGE GLASS, OF OREGON, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO JAPAN 

Mr. GLASS. Great. 
Mr. Chairman, with your permission, I’d like to thank Senator 

Hagerty in advance, who’ll be doing the introduction. 
So, to begin, thank you Senator Hagerty for the kind introduc-

tion. It’s an honor to follow in your footsteps and calling you for 
advice, support, and friendship. And thank you for your long his-
tory of service to this country, and to the great State of Tennessee, 
and to the United States-Japan relationship. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished 
members of the committee, I am humbled and honored to stand be-
fore you as President Donald Trump’s nominee to be the Ambas-
sador to Japan. I’m grateful to President Trump and Secretary 
Rubio’s strength on the global stage, and I pledge to follow their 
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lead, always putting America first and unabashedly promoting the 
interest of the American people. 

Before I begin, I’d like to acknowledge the love of my life for 40 
years, so I’m not up with the rest of you, but Mary, who was sitting 
behind me, she flew in just last night to be here today. I’d like to 
acknowledge and thank my mother and stepfather, Mary, and Jay, 
as well as Mary’s parents, Joe and Lori Ferguson, for the values 
that they’ve instilled in us and that I will carry forward as ambas-
sador, if confirmed. I’m thankful for my three sons, Gordon, 
George, and Andrew, their wives, and six grandchildren who have 
sent their prayers today and best wishes from afar. And I want to 
recognize my father who watches over me always, and on this day, 
especially from heaven. 

We stand at the dawn of a new golden era between U.S. and 
Japan relations. As we approach the 80th anniversaries of the Bat-
tle of Iwo Jima and the end of World War II, it’s remarkable to re-
flect on the evolution of this great relationship. American and 
Japan are now the strongest of allies. Japan is the top foreign in-
vestor in the United States, supporting 1 million U.S. jobs, includ-
ing half a million in manufacturing. 

Cultural, and educational ties bind our two people through dec-
ades of bilateral exchanges, joint research, art, and film. The U.S.- 
Japan Alliance, celebrating its 65th anniversary this year, is the 
cornerstone of peace and stability and prosperity in the Indo-Pa-
cific, and in that entire region and beyond. And our shared values 
facilitate cooperation in the G7, the Quad, and trilateral engage-
ments with South Korea and the Philippines and more. 

There are certainly challenges, and it’s one thing to manage your 
relationship with an adversary, but it’s quite another to manage 
your relationship with a friend. If confirmed, I will have tough con-
versations on tariffs and reducing our trade deficit with Japan. I 
will make sure Japan continues to increase its support for the de-
fense of the region, our alliance, and our troops, and to ensure that 
our relationship works for the American people. I will make sure 
that we are uncompromising in our efforts to protect American citi-
zens abroad. 

As Ambassador to Portugal, I fought for American interests every 
day and earned the respect of the Portuguese President and Prime 
Minister. I was knighted with the order of Prince Henry the Navi-
gator, the highest honor that an American can receive. And thanks 
to the fantastic work of my team at the U.S. Embassy in Lisbon, 
I was also honored to receive the State Department’s Sue Cobb 
Award, granted annually to the most effective and impactful non- 
career ambassador. 

If confirmed, I will work just as hard leading a group of deeply 
experienced and dedicated diplomats at Mission Japan on behalf of 
the American people. 

The opportunities are vast. Japan is committed to reduce the 
trade deficit with us, and its reliance on Russia, by purchasing U.S 
liquified natural gas. If confirmed, I will hold them to that promise. 
Japan is committed to extending the upward trajectory of its de-
fense budget, building capabilities that advance both our national 
security goals and strengthen deterrence in the region. If con-
firmed, I will hold them to that promise. 
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And Japan is committed to build supply chain resilience, particu-
larly in critical metals and deeper collaboration on cutting edge 
technologies, from quantum computing to AI to semiconductor proc-
essing. If confirmed, I will hold them to that promise. 

I’m grateful for the chance to work with the people of Japan, who 
80 years ago launched an economic miracle and a vast societal 
transformation that brought them to where they are today. Japan 
is the world’s fourth largest economy, the top investor in 39 of our 
50 States, and our most impactful partner and ally for promoting 
peace and stability. 

Japan is known around the world for both its ancient traditions 
and modern innovations, which will shine brightly at the World 
Expo in 2025 in Osaka. If confirmed, I will ensure the funding gen-
erously provided by Congress for the U.S. Pavilion is used to show-
case all that makes our country great on the global stage. 

I would like to close by saying this nomination is not just busi-
ness. It is deeply personal. My eldest son, Gordon, and his wife 
Giau, have lived in Japan for 13 years. My granddaughter, who’s 
now 6 and a half years old, was sworn in as a U.S. citizen by Sen-
ator Hagerty when he was Ambassador to Japan. She is a product 
of the Japanese system. She’s taught to be kind, hardworking, and 
inquisitive. She embraces the best qualities of both our countries. 

If confirmed, I will work tirelessly to make the U.S.-Japan rela-
tionship even stronger than I found it, with the added blessing of 
being able to live close to my granddaughter. Distinguished Sen-
ators, I thank you again for your time today. If confirmed, it would 
be the honor of my life to once again serve the greatest country in 
the world, the United States of America. 

Thank you. 

NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 

Question. Do you agree to appear before this Committee and make officials from 
the Department of State available to the Committee and designated staff when in-
vited? 

Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you commit to keep this Committee fully and currently informed 

about the activities under your purview? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you commit to engaging in meaningful consultation while policies 

are being developed, not just providing notification after the fact? 
Answer. I do. 
Question. Do you commit to promptly responding to requests for briefings and in-

formation requested by the Committee and its designated staff? 
Answer. I do. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Glass follows:] 

Prepared Statement of George Glass 

Thank you, Senator Hagerty for the kind introduction. It is an honor to follow in 
your footsteps and call on you for your advice, support, and friendship. Thank you 
for your long history of service to this country, to the great State of Tennessee and 
to the U.S.-Japan relationship. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished members of the 
Committee, I am humbled to stand before you as President Donald J. Trump’s nomi-
nee to be Ambassador to Japan. I am grateful for President Trump and Secretary 
Rubio’s strength on the global stage. I pledge to follow their lead, always putting 
America first and unabashedly promoting the interests of the American people. 
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Before I begin, I would like to acknowledge the love of my life, Mary, who flew 
in just last night to be with me today. I would like to acknowledge and thank my 
mother and stepfather, Mary and Jay, as well as Mary’s parents Joe and Laurie, 
for the values they have instilled in us and that I would carry forward as Ambas-
sador if confirmed. I’m thankful for my three sons and six grandchildren who have 
sent their prayers and best wishes from afar. And I want to recognize my father, 
who watches over me always—and on this day especially—from heaven. 

We stand at the dawn of a new golden era in U.S.-Japan relations. As we ap-
proach the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima and the end of WWII, it is 
remarkable to reflect on the evolution of this great bilateral relationship. America 
and Japan are now the strongest of allies. Japan is the top foreign investor in the 
United States, supporting a million U.S. jobs, 500,000 of them in manufacturing. 
Cultural and educational ties bind our two peoples through decades of bilateral ex-
changes, joint research, and film, music, art and food. The U.S.-Japan Alliance, cele-
brating its 65th anniversary this year, is the cornerstone of peace, stability, and 
prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region and beyond. And our shared values facilitate 
cooperation in the G7, the Quad, trilateral engagements with South Korea and the 
Philippines, and more. 

There are certainly challenges. I’ve always said it’s one thing to manage your rela-
tionship with an adversary. It is another to manage your relationship with a friend. 
If confirmed, I would have tough conversations on tariffs and reducing our trade 
deficit with Japan. I would make sure Japan continues to increase its support for 
the defense of the region, our Alliance and our troops to ensure peace and security 
in the Indo-Pacific. And I would ensure we are uncompromising in our efforts to pro-
tect American citizens abroad. 

As Ambassador to Portugal, I fought for American interests every day and earned 
the respect of the Portuguese President and Prime Minister. I was honored to re-
ceive the Order of Prince Henry the Navigator, the highest honor ever received by 
an American. Thanks to the fantastic work of my team at the U.S. Embassy in Lis-
bon I was also honored to receive the State Department’s Sue Cobb Award, granted 
annually to the most effective and impactful non-career Ambassador. If confirmed, 
I would work just as hard, leading a group of deeply experienced and dedicated dip-
lomats at the U.S. Embassy in Tokyo and five consulates in Japan, on behalf of the 
American people. 

The opportunities are vast. Japan has committed to reduce its trade deficit with 
us and its reliance on Russia by purchasing U.S. liquefied natural gas. If confirmed, 
I would work with our allies as they make good on that promise. Japan has com-
mitted to extend the upward trajectory of its defense budget, building capabilities 
that advance both our national security goals and strengthen deterrence in the re-
gion. I would work with Japan to fulfill that promise as well. And Japan has com-
mitted to build supply chain resilience, particularly in critical minerals, to protect 
both our countries from economic coercion by China. I would work with Japan to 
make good on that promise while deepening collaboration on cutting edge tech-
nologies, including artificial intelligence, quantum computing, biotechnology, and 
advanced semiconductor manufacturing. 

If confirmed, I would be grateful for the chance to work with the people of Japan, 
who 80 years ago launched an economic miracle and a vast societal transformation 
that brought them to where they are today—the world’s 4th largest economy, the 
top investor in 39 of our 50 States, and our most impactful global partner and ally 
in promoting peace and stability in the region. Japan’s ancient traditions and mod-
ern innovations will shine brightly on the global stage at the World Expo 2025 in 
Osaka. If confirmed, I would ensure the funding generously provided by Congress 
for the impressive USA Pavilion is used to showcase all that makes our country 
great on that global stage. 

I would like to close by saying this nomination as Ambassador to Japan is not 
just about business for me. It is deeply personal. My eldest son, Gordon, and his 
wife Giau have lived in Japan for the past 13 years. My granddaughter, who is now 
6.5 years old, was sworn in as a U.S. citizen by Senator Hagerty when he was the 
Ambassador to Japan. She is a product of the Japanese system: taught to be kind, 
thoughtful, and sharp as a whip. She embraces the best qualities of both of our 
countries. If confirmed, I would work tirelessly to make the U.S.-Japan relationship 
even stronger than I found it, with the blessing of time with and support of my fam-
ily along the way. 

Distinguished Senators, thank you again for your time today. If confirmed, it 
would be the honor of my life to once again serve the greatest country in the world, 
the United States of America. Thank you. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. RONALD JOHNSON, OF FLORIDA, TO BE 
AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE UNITED MEXICAN 
STATES 
Mr. JOHNSON. We’ll start again. 
Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished 

members of this committee, I’m truly honored to appear before you 
today as the President’s nominee to serve as United States Ambas-
sador to the United Mexican States. 

I’m very grateful to President Trump for the faith and confidence 
he’s placed in me and to Secretary Rubio for his support. I’m grate-
ful for the opportunities I’ve had to meet with many of you, and 
for your consideration today as I sit before you in this time honored 
process. I’m humbled at the opportunity to serve our nation in this 
capacity, and especially as such an important period in our rela-
tionship with Mexico. If confirmed, I look forward to a continuing 
dialogue with you on your priority issues. 

I’m supported in this endeavor by a strong and patriotic family. 
My wife, Alina, who is with us today, immigrated to this country 
with her parents over 60 years ago as a refugee from Cuba. My 
government service has required frequent separations and duty in 
high risk areas, but together we’ve managed to raise four children, 
Robert, who is here today, Lori, Michael, and Joshua. 

Our parents have all passed away, but we’re people of great 
faith, and we believe they look down upon us today with pride and 
compassion. In their lifetime, it was sometimes hard to get by, but 
they weren’t satisfied with just getting by, they wanted to pass on 
a better life for their children, to build a better community, a better 
nation, and in the process, a better world. 

Our youngest son, Joshua, is a veteran of the Iraq War. Together 
we represent the third and fourth generation of our family who 
have served the nation in combat. My father was a small business 
owner, and my mother’s father was a sharecropper in Alabama. 

My in-laws came here from Cuba with nothing, and they both 
worked well after what is today considered retirement age. They 
understood just how fragile freedom is, and they loved the U.S.A. 
Our parents instilled values like honesty, respect, accountability, 
and a strong work ethic in their children. If confirmed, those values 
of initiative, enterprise, and integrity will remain constant in my 
pursuit to promote U.S. interest in Mexico. 

Our relationship with the Mexico is one of paramount importance 
and complexity. We share a nearly 2,000 mile border, and our deep 
economic integration, shared security and border challenges and 
strong cultural ties reflect Mexico’s role as an essential partner. If 
confirmed, I’ll advance this Administration’s top national security 
priorities, including securing our border from the flows of illegal 
drugs and aliens, ensuring a fair playing field for U.S. businesses 
and workers. I’ll work tirelessly to address the issues that directly 
impact U.S. citizens from transboundary pollution in Southern 
California to securing water deliveries for communities in Texas. 

The first priority will be to ensure the rule of law at the border. 
If confirmed, I will foster cooperation with Mexican authorities to 
halt and deter further illegal alien flows, and to accept the deporta-
tion of their citizens who are currently in the United States ille-
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gally. Mexico’s recent actions to secure the border demonstrate the 
power of our partnership, including its deployment of 10,000 Na-
tional Guard troops to the border and acceptance of the deportation 
of illegal aliens. 

Neither country can solve the challenge of illegal immigration 
alone, and I’m convinced that we can find solutions that will ben-
efit both our nations. Among my highest priorities would be the 
protection of the American people. 

Mission Mexico is one of the largest U.S. diplomatic missions in 
the world, with 3,300 employees, nine consulates, and nine con-
sular agencies. And I fully understand and appreciate the value of 
those consular services to our fellow Americans and your constitu-
ents. 

If confirmed, I will take seriously the solemn obligation of pro-
tecting U.S. citizens who live in and visit Mexico. This includes 
working with Mexican authorities to dismantle drug cartels that 
sow violence, and addressing the scourge of illegal drugs that infect 
harm on our communities in both the United States and Mexico. 

Mexico has surpassed China as the United States’ number one 
trading partner. Last year, bilateral trade hit a record, 840 billion, 
over one and a half billion exchanged every minute. If confirmed, 
I will work to ensure U.S. companies and workers are treated fair-
ly, as we look toward the USMCA review and clearing a path for 
shared prosperity while safeguarding U.S. economic security, in-
cluding protection from predatory Chinese trade practices. 

There’s a lot to celebrate about our relationship with Mexico that 
often gets lost amidst discussions of the challenges. More than 10 
percent of all Americans, some 40 million people, are of Mexican 
heritage. Our cultures have grown increasingly intertwined, and 
our societies share a spirit of optimism and new thinking that al-
lows us to connect and collaborate to meet shared challenges. 

In summary, our relationship with Mexico is unique in its direct 
impact on the security and prosperity of American people. And if 
confirmed, I pledge to be a good and faithful steward of that rela-
tionship. 

Thank you. 

NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 

Question. Do you agree to appear before this Committee and make officials from 
the Department of State available to the Committee and designated staff when in-
vited? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to keep this Committee fully and currently informed 
about the activities under your purview? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to engaging in meaningful consultation while policies 
are being developed, not just providing notification after the fact? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to promptly responding to requests for briefings and in-
formation requested by the Committee and its designated staff? 

Answer. Yes. 

[The prepared statement of Mr. Johnson follows:] 
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Prepared Statement of Ronald Johnson 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, and distinguished Members of this 
Committee. 

I am truly honored to appear before you today as the President’s nominee to serve 
as the United States Ambassador to the United Mexican States. I am very grateful 
to President Trump for the faith and confidence he’s placed in me, and to Secretary 
Rubio for his support. 

I am grateful for the opportunities I’ve had to meet with many of you and for your 
consideration today as I sit before you in this time-honored process. I’m humbled 
at the opportunity to serve our nation in this capacity and especially at such an im-
portant period in our relationship with Mexico. If confirmed, I look forward to a con-
tinuing dialogue with you on your priority issues. 

I am supported in this endeavor by a strong and patriotic family. My wife, Alina, 
immigrated to this country with her parents over 60 years ago as a refugee from 
Cuba. She has actively contributed to my service to this country for over 44 years, 
and it has not always been easy. My government careers have required frequent 
separations and duty in high-risk areas. Together we’ve raised four grown children, 
Robert, Lori, Michael, and Joshua. 

Our parents have all passed away, but we are people of great faith, and we be-
lieve they look down upon us today with pride and compassion. Our families both 
struggled and worked hard in an America that they loved and patriotically served. 
In their lifetime, it was sometimes hard just to get by, but they weren’t satisfied 
with just getting by. They wanted to pass on a better life for their children and to 
build better communities, a better nation, and in the process, a better world. 

Our youngest son Joshua is a veteran of the Iraq war and together we represent 
the third and fourth generation of our family to have served our nation in combat. 
After World War II, my father worked as a store manager for many years before 
finally embarking in his own small business. My mother’s father had been a share-
cropper in Alabama. 

My in-laws came here from Cuba with nothing, and they both worked well after 
what is today considered ‘‘retirement’’ age. My father-in-law was proud to say that 
he wasn’t born in America but that he chose America as his new country. He under-
stood just how fragile freedom is and he loved the USA. After Cuba fell to com-
munism, my mother-in-law helped hundreds of young Cuban children flee the island 
aboard Pan-Am airline flights to Miami as part of operation Pedro Pan. 

Our parents instilled values like honesty, respect, accountability, and a strong 
work ethic in their children, aiming to raise us with a strong moral compass and 
positive character traits by modeling these values through their own actions and 
words. If confirmed, these values of initiative, enterprise, and integrity will remain 
constants in my pursuit to promote U.S. interests in Mexico. 

Our relationship with Mexico is one of paramount importance and complexity. We 
share a nearly 2,000-mile border from San Diego, California, to Brownsville, Texas. 
Our deep economic integration, shared security and border challenges, and strong 
cultural ties reflect Mexico’s role as an essential partner for the United States. If 
confirmed, I’ll advance this administration’s top national security priorities, includ-
ing securing our border from the flows of illegal drugs and aliens, ensuring a fair 
playing field for U.S. businesses and workers, and enhancing the security of U.S. 
citizens. I’ll work tirelessly to address the issues that directly impact U.S. citizens, 
from transboundary pollution in southern California to securing water deliveries for 
communities in Texas. 

The first priority will be to ensure the rule of law at the border. If confirmed, I 
will foster cooperation with Mexican authorities to halt and deter further illegal 
alien flows, and to accept the deportation of their citizens currently in the United 
States illegally. Mexico’s recent actions to secure the border demonstrate the power 
of our partnership, including its deployment of 10,000 National Guard troops to the 
border and acceptance of the deportation of illegal aliens. Neither country can solve 
the challenge of illegal immigration alone, and I’m convinced that we can find solu-
tions that will benefit both our countries. 

Among my highest priorities will be the protection of the American people. Mis-
sion Mexico is one of the largest U.S. diplomatic missions in the world, with 3,300 
employees, nine consulates, and nine consular agencies. It is also the largest con-
sular operation in the world, and I fully understand and appreciate the value of 
those consular services to our fellow Americans and your constituents. If confirmed, 
I will take seriously the solemn obligation of protecting the many millions of U.S. 
citizens who live in, and visit, Mexico. This includes working with Mexican authori-
ties to dismantle drug cartels that sow violence and addressing the scourge of illegal 
drugs that inflict tremendous harm on communities in both the United States and 
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Mexico. I have a profound respect for the rule of law and understand the responsi-
bility we all have to hold ourselves and others accountable for crimes against our 
people. 

As it relates to goods, Mexico surpassed China as United States’ No. 1 trading 
partner. Last year, our bilateral trade hit a record $840 billion—over $1.5 million 
exchanged every minute. If confirmed, I would work to ensure U.S. companies and 
workers are treated fairly as we look toward the USMCA review, clearing a path 
for shared prosperity while safeguarding U.S. economic security, including from 
predatory Chinese trade practices. 

There’s a lot to celebrate in our relationship with Mexico that often gets lost 
amidst discussion of the challenges. More than 10 percent of all Americans—some 
40 million people—are of Mexican heritage. Our cultures have grown increasingly 
intertwined, and our societies share a spirit of optimism and new thinking that al-
lows us to connect and collaborate to meet shared challenges and improve the lives 
of our people. 

Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member, and Members of this committee, our relation-
ship with Mexico is unique in its direct impact on the security and prosperity of 
the American people. If confirmed, I pledge to be a good and faithful steward of that 
relationship. Thank you. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Mr. Johnson. 
We going to proceed to 5 minute questions. 
And first, for the panel and for the audience, people are coming 

and going because number one, we got a vote going on. And num-
ber two, we got a number of committee meetings going on where 
they’re actually doing markups and voting and what have you. So 
don’t be distracted, but I can assure you, Senator Shaheen and I 
can run the ship by ourselves if we have to. So here we are. 

Anyway, we will do a 5 minute round, then we’ll actually go back 
and do a second if there’s interest in that. 

So, Mr. Glass, I want to start with you. Are you familiar with 
the—first of all, my State has a really good relationship with 
Japan, and they’re an important trading partner. We love them, 
they love us, but we got one problem. Potatoes, is somewhat impor-
tant to Idaho, as you may or may not know. Are you familiar with 
the ongoing fight we’ve had with Japan over the years on the po-
tato issue? 

Mr. GLASS. I’ve certainly read about it in the media, and we’ve 
had some discussions on that. Yes. 

Senator RISCH. You are going to learn a lot more. 
[Laughter.] 
Senator RISCH. Assuming you’re confirmed, which I’m sure will 

happen. But that is something that’s actually critical to us. And it’s 
a kind of thing that causes countries to get riled up when there’s 
really no reason for it other than pure unadulterated protectionism. 
Everybody talks about free trade, but then you wind up with rules 
and regs that dress up like health issues or something like that, 
and all they are is protectionism. So, we’ll talk some more about 
that in private. Any other thoughts you have on that? 

Mr. GLASS. I certainly do. And in fact, thank you very much for 
the question, because I have quite a bit of experience working with 
the Department of Agriculture on non-tariff trade barriers. We 
were dealing with that in Portugal, actually with soybeans, and it 
had to do with a very nuanced regulatory issue up at the EU. And 
as we looked into it, it ended up to be something that we could 
change, and we did. And we went from virtually having no agricul-
tural trade in Portugal between the Portuguese and the United 
States to hundreds of millions of dollars of soybeans. 
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And most of these just take some determination. It tends to, 
when you were dealing with great bureaucracies of other govern-
ments, especially with something like the EU, you have to have a 
bit of patience. But I’m very determined to take care of any—I 
mean being a believer in free, fair, and reciprocal trade, which is 
effectively the agenda of the Trump administration, I will work 
hard on that, and I take that very seriously. 

My mom’s family are ranchers and farmers in Pendleton, which 
is right near the great State of Idaho. I was born and raised, and 
we raised our kids in Oregon. So, we’re very familiar with working 
with agriculture to make that happen. So, I will work directly with 
your office if confirmed, and we’ll see what we can do on that. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. Probably been to the Pen-
dleton Roundup. 

Mr. GLASS. Many times. 
Senator RISCH. Where the Idaho Cowboys compete with the Or-

egon Cowboys. 
All right, thank you. 
Mr. Johnson give us some hope here. I think most Americans are 

not fully dialed in with the dire, dire situation in Mexico with vio-
lence and drugs. Their elections last year, there were hundreds, I 
forgot the exact number, but it’s in the hundreds of candidates who 
were assassinated simply because they were running for public of-
fice. This is a tragedy, and it’s a code of conduct and a method of 
doing business, it just isn’t acceptable for civilized people. 

Mexico has such tremendous potential in front of it, with the peo-
ple they have, the culture they have, the resources they have, but 
they got problems with drugs and crime. 

Give us some hope here. But what are your thoughts on this? 
What do we have to do to help them move forward? Because we 
can’t do it; as always, it’s going to be up to the society themselves 
to do it. Give us some hope here. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you for that question, Senator. 
I couldn’t agree with you more. But I have to say, I feel ex-

tremely positive about the communication that has occurred be-
tween President Sheinbaum and President Trump, and the actions 
that we’ve seen Mexico recently take. 

Two weeks ago today, we had a senior Mexican delegation here 
in Washington, DC, and they met with Secretary Rubio, I believe 
the Secretary of Defense was there, and the Attorney General was 
also there. And as a result of that meeting, we saw the extradition 
of 29 criminals that were engaged in some of the activities that are 
harming Americans. And I believe we’ve seen additional arrests 
made based on information that was obtained from them already, 
and I think we’ll see more. 

The other thing that occurred back in Mexico is we’ve seen a 
tightening of security against the cartels that has been done by the 
Mexican authorities. I’m hearing rumors that some cartel members 
are reluctant to leave their compound now, and that’s very good 
news. I think, and you touched on this, I think our economies are 
entwined in such a way that what is good to make America strong-
er, safer, and more prosperous also holds true for Mexico. 

And I’m encouraged by some of the comments that I’ve seen out 
of the Sheinbaum government recently, comments she’s made her-
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self, on prioritizing the relationship with the United States over 
that of China. I think Latin America is beginning to wake up to 
the fact that China does not have their interest in mind, and that 
creates opportunities for us. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Mr. Johnson. I appreciate those 
thoughts. They’ve got a long way to go and we want to help every 
way we can. 

Mr. Hoekstra, are you familiar with the negotiations that are 
going on over the Columbia River Treaty? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Yes, I am. 
Senator RISCH. OK. I’ve been involved in that on a bipartisan 

basis, and that’s an important issue. My time’s up, so we’ll talk 
about it either on the second round, or we’ll talk about it privately, 
but it’s something that we need to get that redone. It’s in the proc-
ess, it’s moving along at a snail’s pace, but I think we can get 
there. 

With that, Senator Shaheen. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Ambassador Congressman Hoekstra, the U.S.-Canada bilateral 

relationship is at a historic low point. Recent polling in Canada 
showed that 75 percent of Canadians have an unfavorable opinion 
of President Trump. And 27 percent view the U.S. as an enemy. 30 
percent, only 30 percent still view the U.S. as an ally. 

I come from a State that borders Canada. I know when you were 
in Congress, you represented a district that bordered Canada. We 
have the highest percentage of Canadian Americans of any State 
in the country. I find it very troubling that we are seeing, our na-
tional anthem booed at ice hockey games, and that the country 
where we’ve got the longest undefended border in the world, where 
we have had such a positive relationship over the years, is now 
viewing America in the way they are, because of this President’s 
statements. They find it particularly offensive that he’s talking 
about Canada as the 51st State. And I don’t blame them, I got to 
be honest. 

So how do you—I appreciated your opening statement and your 
talking about the importance of Canada to the United States, but 
how do you see approaching—turning around that negative rela-
tionship that has developed because of the President’s statements, 
and how do you envision addressing tariff issues? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. That’s a great question, obviously, I’ve been 
spending a lot of time thinking about that myself pending, you 
know, the confirmation by the Senate, of having to go there and 
being kind of the tip of the spear on this. 

I experienced similar things when I went to the Netherlands. 
There was a lot of hostility or concern about some of the objectives 
of the first Trump administration, which were really about fair-
ness, getting the Dutch to pay for NATO, all right? Working with 
the Dutch to confront Russia on Nord stream, the pipeline. The 
Dutch are great with water, they have money, so they were helping 
build it and to finance it. And what we really spent a tremendous 
amount of time on is focusing on the strength of the relationship 
between our two countries. 

Your State, my State, you know, we have thousands of people, 
thousands of businesses that rely on this relationship. And they 
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just see what’s going on at 30,000 feet. But they got to go to work 
every day, and they need to make this work. You know, we have 
cooperated with Canada and so many things in Michigan, it’s the 
Great Lakes that’s important to us. It’s trade, it’s business. 

My experience on the Intel committee, it is about NATO and 
those types of things. Canada’s part of Five Eyes. So, we have a 
great history of working together, and we know how to make this 
work. We now have to make and take that and say, ‘‘We know how 
to make this work now let’s do it,’’ and apply our experience to the 
priorities that the President has outlined—freer, fair trade so that 
we can actually grow the business relationship between Canada 
and the U.S. 

Senator SHAHEEN. But excuse me for interrupting. But isn’t it 
true that Canada has one of the lowest tariff regimes of any coun-
try in the world? And that, with the exception of dairy, which the 
President has pointed out, and which I know we’re still working on, 
that actually the tariffs in Canada are not outlandishly restrictive? 
And we’ve gotten along very well. 

I have small businesses in New Hampshire, one in particular 
called me over the weekend. They make sugar free candy. They 
have a retail store in one community and a factory in another. 
They do 85 percent of their business with Canada, and Canada has 
now canceled all of their orders. So, they’re not sure they’re going 
to be able to continue to operate. And I hear that story time and 
time again from small businesses in New Hampshire. 

So how is this trade war helping our economy here? And what 
are the metrics that the President has that say that when Canada 
and the United States reach this agreement, that we’re going to 
stop the trade war, because everybody’s operating, or we thought 
we were operating under an agreement that the President actually 
negotiated when he was in his first term, and credited as being the 
best trade agreement ever negotiated in the United States. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Thanks for the follow up. I think the President 
has outlined a series of priorities relating to Canada, free or fairer 
trade with Canada is one. Also, a request to work with the United 
States on the issue of fentanyl, something that I know is a very im-
portant issue in New Hampshire and across the country. We lose 
55,000 people per year. 

Senator SHAHEEN. We do absolutely. And we have less than 1 
percent of the fentanyl that comes into this country come from 
Canada. They actually last year interdicted more drugs from the 
United States than we interdicted from Canada. And you know, I 
agree we need to get rid of all fentanyl, and that’s important. But 
let’s be honest about what’s happening here. 

I’m sorry, I’m over time, and so I’ll call on Senator Scott. 
Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Ambassador Johnson, given the cur-

rent U.S.-Mexico relations, why do you want to serve in Mexico, 
and how do you intend to manage that relationship while rep-
resenting America’s best interest? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
I think it’s a time for opportunity. I think the relationship be-

tween Mexico and the United States is poised and ready to launch 
forward in a way that will guarantee more security for Mexican 
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citizens and U.S. citizens, and also help improve the economies in 
both countries. 

I’m particularly interested in working on increasing the current 
trade relationship that we have, which is the number one trade re-
lationship that we have with anyone right now. And I think looking 
at some of the opportunities inside Mexico, I was looking for exam-
ple, at the microprocessor design and assembly and testing and 
packaging. Right now, most of those are designed in the United 
States. They’re tested and packaged and assembled mostly in Asia, 
in China and Taiwan, but also in other Asian countries. 

And I think there’s an opportunity before us to look at moving 
that assembly, testing, and packaging, to places in Mexico that still 
provide labor that’s perhaps less expensive than labor would be 
here in the United States, because it’s very labor intensive. But I 
think Mexico recognizes the fact that that’s an opportunity for 
them to economically move forward. And I’m encouraged that 
President Sheinbaum has also said she places a higher priority on 
the economic relationship with the United States than she does 
with China, which is purely logical. 

But I think there’s numerous estimates that both economies and 
the United States and Mexico could grow significantly by increas-
ing the economic and trade relationship. And that would be one of 
the focuses in addition to stopping the drugs and illegal immigra-
tion flows. 

So, sir, I’m excited about being there. I think it is a time to make 
a difference in the world, and that’s what I’ve always tried to do 
throughout my career, is just be a positive force. Thank you. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. So, Florida farmers have seen that 
Mexico completely disregard parts of the USMCA. So, they’ve 
dumped, especially our crops, tomatoes, blueberries, strawberries, 
they’ve just dumped on our markets. So can you speak to how 
you’re going to hold Mexico accountable for complying with all the 
USMCA ensuring the relationship benefits both countries, not just 
Mexico? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you for the follow up, sir. And I, I appre-
ciate the time we spent together in your office the other day to dis-
cuss that issue. I was not fully aware of the issues that Florida 
farmers face. I am now. I am encouraged by the fact that the offi-
cial review of the USMCA occurs in 2026. 

That said, I expect to be deeply involved from the time I arrive 
in Mexico in helping to ensure that Mexico understands all of its 
obligations, not just the obligations on trade, but all the obligations 
that they’ve made in various treaties, to include the water treaty 
with Texas, and obligations they’ve made to help us secure the bor-
der and stop the flow of fentanyl. So, I think key to that is estab-
lishing a good dialogue and working relationship across the entire 
Mexican government. And I plan to do that. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Ambassador Glass, I think all of us 
realize the importance of relationship with Japan. We’ve got a lot 
of servicemen and women over there. Can you talk about how 
you’re going to make sure that we continue to have a positive rela-
tionship between our servicemen and women and the people of 
Japan? 

Mr. GLASS. Thank you for the question, Senator. 
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Without a doubt I have a little bit of a different situation than 
the two gentlemen on my sides. The relationship between the 
United States and Japan is at an apex, it’s at an all time high. And 
demonstrated on a February 7, with the President and the Prime 
Minister, where discussions went on, on everything from security 
to economics. 

We currently have 60,000 troops that are located, our brave men 
and women that are located in Japan. We have the most sophisti-
cated weaponry. We have a carrier group. And the cooperation that 
goes on between the two is at a level that actually it’s probably one 
of the biggest challenges is to make that level better. 

We have currently a backlog of over $50 billion of items and ma-
terials and planes that are being ordered from Japan from the 
United States. We’ve got to work that backlog through, that is an 
issue. We’re actually working on co-production of some of those 
items with the Japanese moving forwards. And so, it is clearly the 
highest priority that we have is to continue the closeness of this 
relationship from everything from security to economics. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA [presiding]. Thank you. 
Recognize Senator Kaine. 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Senator. And thanks to the panel. 
This is a power packed panel. So, all three of you have been am-

bassadors, and the three nations you’re nominated to serve as am-
bassadors are three of our top five trading partners, Mexico num-
ber one, Canada number three, Japan number five. So, we don’t 
have a panel like this very often. And so first, congratulations on 
your nomination to post as important as this. 

The nations of Canada, Japan, and Mexico are also partners and 
friends, not friends without challenges. You know, a friendship that 
hadn’t been tested by a challenge isn’t a friendship. So, all of these 
are relationship with challenges, but this is not a hard call as to 
whether Canada, Japan, and Mexico are on the friend side of the 
ledger or the adversary. They’re on the friend side of the ledger. 
And I am a strong believer that we are stronger as a nation when 
we link arms with friends against adversaries and not get confused 
about who is a friend and who isn’t. 

And I’m troubled by actions in the first couple months, some of 
which may be negotiation tactics, but I am troubled by actions in 
the first couple months that are making some of our friends, in-
cluding Canada, especially, wonder if in fact, we recognize the val-
ues of friendship that have stretched for centuries. 

Mr. Johnson, I want to focus my questions on you. I wish I had 
20 minutes. I’d get to all of you, but I’m the Chairman of the—lead 
Democrat, the Ranking Member on the Western Hemisphere sub-
committee here. And your service in El Salvador, your nomination 
to Mexico is really important. I want to ask a question about rule 
of law and sort of some tendencies toward authoritarianism in 
Mexico, but I’ll begin with a precursor. 

You did have a very strong reputation in your service in El Sal-
vador. There were a number of things going well. There were also 
some things that were causing major concerns. There was an inci-
dent when you were ambassador where, President Bukele sent 
troops into the National Assembly to try to strong arm a vote on 
something that he thought was important. And my recollection, 



21 

and I’d be happy to be corrected about this, is that you did not say 
anything publicly about that clearly sort of authoritarian move. 

I have been in other nations in the Americas where similar 
things have happened, and either the ambassador or the chargé, in 
one case it was in Guatemala, spoke up pretty strongly against ob-
vious authoritarian moves. I’m less interested in the El Salvador 
side; I’m really interested in Mexico. 

A couple of things are happening in Mexico, one involves Senator 
Hagerty, and I know he might ask you about it. There have been 
efforts to try to seize American property in Mexico. There’s a com-
pany, Vulcan, that operates in a number of states that has prop-
erty in Mexico, where the AMLO government was clearly trying to 
seize it, even using military to do so. And the current Mexican gov-
ernment has been a little bit unclear about the posture they’re 
going to take, are they going to continue that or not? 

Similarly, there have been actions in Mexico to reduce the inde-
pendence of the judiciary. And largely that has been seen as an ef-
fort to clip the wings of a judiciary that might stand up against cor-
ruption, stand up against, you know, single party rule, dangerous 
to the rule of law. Should you be confirmed in Mexico, how do you 
see the current situation there? And how could you use your serv-
ice as an ambassador to promote rule of law, to promote protection 
of property rights, and to put some kind of a check or at least pub-
lic warning against drifts toward authoritarianism? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Senator, thank you for the question. And thank 
you for your continuing interest in Latin America for many decades 
now, especially Honduras. So, thank you very much for that. 

I’d like to first address what occurred on February 6 in I believe 
it was 2020, in El Salvador, when President Bukele entered the as-
sembly on a Sunday with armed troops. First of all, I did—I am 
publicly on the record saying that I did not condone what he did. 
And something that a few people know is that I was in contact 
with him moments before he made the decision, and I was telling 
him not to go, do not do this. 

Senator KAINE. How far in advance of that were you aware that 
that was his intent? 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think hours in advance. I mean, it happened on 
a weekend, I believe it was on a Sunday. And it was an emergency 
session of Congress, and some members resented that they were 
being called in and didn’t show up. And there were people on both 
sides that were demonstrating. It was a peaceful demonstration, a 
truly peaceful demonstration. 

And one thing that I’ve used to highlight the entrance into the 
assembly, President Bukele has no plain clothed security, that was 
the only security he has. And one thing that I think emphasizes 
how peaceful it was, is they had to wait 45 minutes to delay enter-
ing, 45 minutes to wait for the guy with a key to show up to open 
the door. There had been previous times at the assembly in El Sal-
vador that had not been nearly that peaceful. But we did address 
it, and I did criticize him publicly for doing that as well as pri-
vately. We had long discussions about it. 

Mexico is much different. I think the key anywhere to a relation-
ship like that is to establish a trust and confidence in each other 
early on in the relationship. I think the way to do that is to look 
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at things that are mutually beneficial to both the United States 
and Mexico and focus at least initially, focus your energy on those 
things. 

I think in terms of U.S. businesses and property seizures of U.S. 
foreign investments in Mexico, is a signal to the world that fright-
ens other potential investors. And I think by engaging and having 
a dialogue about how this might affect your future, and how your 
economy could move forward or could move backward purely based 
on foreign investment in Mexico. They’re right now, I believe if 
they’re not number one, they’re close to being our number one for-
eign investment location, too. So, I think key to that is just having 
that constant dialogue and building trust. 

Senator KAINE. I appreciate that. Thank you. 
Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Senator. 
Thank you to all three of you former ambassadors to your 

spouses, to your families, for your willingness to serve. And I look 
forward to our conversation today and to working with you and fol-
lowing up with you afterwards. 

Mr. Johnson, if I might, thank you for your military service and 
that of many in your family, to Alina and your children. I’ve heard 
loud and clear in your testimony that securing the southern bor-
ders is among your top priorities, it’s among mine, and I’d like to 
be a partner in this. But one of my concerns is the drivers of irreg-
ular migration throughout the hemisphere that lead to people 
being at the southern border between the United States and Mex-
ico. 

You would I assume agree that thousands of people leave their 
homes because of political violence, criminal and gang violence, in-
stability from drug trafficking, and lack of economic opportunity. 
Do those strike you as some of the real drivers of migration? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir, Senator. Thank you, they do. 
Senator COONS. So then, doesn’t it stand a reason that we should 

be partnering throughout the region with countries to deter or stop 
those drivers of migration by training local security forces, con-
ducting joint operations to combat fentanyl, providing support to 
screen for illegal drugs at airports and borders and combating mi-
grant smuggling in human trafficking? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir. Of course. 
Senator COONS. Then all I’m going to say is, I was the chair of 

the subcommittee that appropriated the funding for USAID in the 
State Department in the last Congress. I am really concerned 
about the impact of the review of foreign aid, and how the chaos 
of rescissions and waivers and funding flows has largely shut down 
key programs that were working to deter young people from 
partnering with human traffickers, to deter a drug smuggling. 

Will you pledge to work with me on trying to find ways to iden-
tify programs that are effective, and that have actually helped our 
partnership with the Mexican government in preventing the flow 
of migrants to our southern border? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. I absolutely look forward to 
working with you on that. And I want to thank you again for a 
visit you made to El Salvador when I was there. I think we 
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would’ve had more if it hadn’t been for COVID, but thank you for 
that. That was important. 

Senator COONS. Sovereignty, if I could—because I’m going to try 
and get questions into at least one other. Sovereignty is a key core 
principle. I understand that the designation of the drug cartels as 
foreign terrorist organizations reflects widespread concern and 
anger in the United States about the cartels and the impact of 
fentanyl. Would you agree, that we should not take any military 
action against cartels in Mexican territory without the knowledge 
and consent of the Mexican government? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sir, I think any decision to take action against the 
cartel inside Mexico, our first desire would be that it be done in 
partnership with our Mexican partners. That said, I know that 
President Trump takes very seriously his responsibility to safe-
guard the lives of U.S. citizens, and should there be a case where 
the lives of U.S. citizens are at risk, I think all cards are on the 
table. 

I cannot respond to what the Commander in Chief might decide 
based on the information he has. I’ve been a private citizen for the 
last 4 years, but I think we would prefer to work with our partners 
in Mexico. Yes. 

Senator COONS. Let me just make an assertion if I might, Am-
bassador. That you recognize Mexico’s our number one trading 
partner. You talked about how we could find positive ways to fur-
ther integrate supply chains further partner with them, we have 
big opportunities. We have to balance these two. USMCA, one of 
the main accomplishments of the first Trump administration, the 
integration of our economies, Canada, U.S., Mexico, very positive. 

But if we were to take action without consultation and without 
permission, then we are putting at real risk that, and that’s been 
a give and take that I hope will involve respect for sovereignty. 

Ambassador Hoekstra, if I might briefly, my colleague Senator 
Kaine referenced ways in which negotiation tactics have profoundly 
unsettled our relationship with Canada. Would you agree that Can-
ada is a sovereign state and should not be even jokingly referred 
to as the 51st State? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Thank you. 
Canada is a sovereign state. Yes. How the President and the re-

lationship between the former Prime Minister in Canada, the char-
acteristics and nature of that relationship, I don’t know. 

Senator COONS. I view as one positive that we have a new prime 
minister in Canada and a chance for a reset. Given my time, I will 
simply assert that Mexico, Japan, and Canada are among our most 
important allies. I’m very encouraged there is a positive start to 
the U.S.-Japan relationship with the meeting with the Prime Min-
ister Ishiba, but I am hopeful that casual threats about throwing 
Canada out of Five Eyes, not respecting our border treaty, and 
their potentially being annexed as a 51st State will stop and that 
a positive, respectful conversation about our close integration will 
continue. 

I look forward to working with you on pressing the Canadians to 
increase their defense investment. And pressing the Canadians to 
meet some of our trading objectives. But also, I will continue to 
press for a reduction in some of the rhetoric that I think has desta-
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bilized our relationship. I’ll also recognize that the amount of 
fentanyl coming into the United States from Canada is minuscule 
relative to the very real challenge at our southern border. 

And I hope we can find a way to move forward in the U.S.-Can-
ada relationship, the U.S.-Japan relationship, and the U.S.-Mexico 
relationship with the leadership of all three of you. Thank you. All 
right. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH [presiding]. Senator Hagerty. 
Senator HAGERTY. Chairman Risch, thank you very much for in-

dulging my complicated schedule today. We have a contentious 
markup—in [unclear] running. 

Senator RISCH. You’re not the only one as you can see. 
Senator HAGERTY. I appreciate that and to say this is a wonder-

ful honor for me to get the opportunity to introduce some good 
friends to this committee. I’m sorry not to be here at the outset to 
do that, but I’d like to say it was the honor of a lifetime for me, 
to serve as U.S. Ambassador for the greatest nation in the world 
when I served as U.S. Ambassador to Japan. So, I’m speaking from 
experience as I make some comments. 

First, I’d like to start with my good friend George Glass. 
Mary, it’s good to see you here as well. 
George has all the qualities necessary to excel in a very strategi-

cally important post, Japan. George is a lifelong businessman with 
more than 30 years of experience closing deals and creating value, 
we need someone like Ambassador Glass at Mission Japan. George 
is an accomplished businessman who is well positioned to capitalize 
on what I see is an enormous opportunity to further strengthen 
U.S-Japanese economic and strategic ties. 

Importantly, George is an experienced diplomat who served as 
U.S. Ambassador to Portugal during President Trump’s first term, 
earning the State Department’s award for exemplary diplomatic 
service. During his time in Lisbon, George strengthened economic 
ties between the United States and Portugal, supported the U.S. 
military, and countered Chinese malign influence abroad. 

In other words, George in his first ambassadorial role dem-
onstrated that he’s precisely the type of diplomatic leader that 
America needs to further President Trump’s foreign policy agenda 
in Japan and in the broader Indo-Pacific region. 

Finally, George is a man of deep faith, with the drive and the 
conviction to tackle the toughest challenges, and if confirmed, 
George will make an outstanding U.S. Ambassador to Japan. 

Let me now turn to President Trump’s nominee for U.S. Ambas-
sador to Canada, that’s my good friend Peter Hoekstra. Among 
Pete’s many accomplishments and qualifications are his 18 years in 
the U.S. House of Representatives, where he represented his dis-
trict in Michigan, and he served as a pivotal leader on the Hill. As 
Chairman of the House Intelligence Committee, for example, Pete 
was key in driving bipartisan laws to overhaul and improve the ef-
fectiveness of our intelligence community after 9/11. 

Pete is also an experienced diplomat who served with distinction 
as U.S. Ambassador to the Netherlands during President Trump’s 
first term. He knows how to foster cooperation and advance shared 
goals with our partners while protecting U.S. interest, which are 
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skills absolutely essential for success in Canada. With his distin-
guished foreign policy background and his passion for public serv-
ice, Pete is the right man to represent the United States of Amer-
ica and Canada during this critical and important moment. 

And while I’m up here, I’d just like to say a quick word about 
Ambassador Ronald Johnson. And while I don’t know Ambassador 
Johnson as well as I know the others here today, I have had the 
benefit of getting to know him. And I have been most impressed 
by his deep background in the military and the U.S. intelligence 
community and his accomplishments as U.S. Ambassador to El Sal-
vador. 

As a former U.S. Ambassador myself, I believe that Ambassador 
Johnson is just the sort of diplomat that we need in Mexico City 
to strengthen our bilateral relations at a very critical time. 

Again, Mr. Chairman, I want to thank you for the opportunity 
to introduce George, Pete, and to speak to Ronald’s qualifications. 
I look forward to the rest of our discussion this morning, and I look 
forward to seeing them all passed out of the committee today. 
Thank you. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Hagerty. 
Senator—where are we here? 
Dave, you’re up. Senator McCormick, please. 
Senator MCCORMICK. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
And thank you to a great panel appearing before us. 
I want to start with you Ambassador Johnson. It was great to 

meet you the other day. We discussed fentanyl overdoses in Penn-
sylvania, and the huge problem it’s created. The Mexican govern-
ment, I think we agree, needs to do more. And I think your experi-
ence in the military and intelligence in the region will help a lot. 

What is your assessment of the new Mexican government and its 
high profile raids and security policies directed at the cartels? 
What—do you think these have been effective thus far, and what 
are you seeing? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. 
I am encouraged by what I’m seeing recently in Mexico. I think 

there are obviously opportunities to improve, but also President 
Sheinbaum has not been in office that long. I think there’s opportu-
nities for us to work together more closely and in particular when 
it comes to the sharing of intelligence information with JTF-Alpha, 
JTF-Bravo, who tracked precursor chemicals and the shipment of 
drugs to and from Mexico. 

And I think if we can work to further that relationship and en-
sure that we are shoulder to shoulder with our partners in Mexico, 
I think they will rise to the occasion. I’ve seen more recognition out 
of them recently than ever. And the realization that the drug prob-
lem comes with violence, and that the violence in Mexico has been 
horrible. It led to the death of many politicians. It is truly the defi-
nition of terrorism because of the horrific deeds that are conducted 
against the communities. 

And I think there’s a lot of Mexican people that are not corrupted 
by the money. They’re coerced by the fear of what will happen to 
their family if they don’t look the other way or provide support in 
some way—the cartels. So, I think there’s a great opportunity there 



26 

to work with them on providing security for those that are doing 
the right thing. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Good, thank you. 
And a piece of that problem, as we talked about, and a broader 

problem is China, using its merchantilist policies, but also its trade 
with fentanyl pre-factors coming into Mexico, and also circum-
venting some of our trade agreements by manufacturing in Mexico 
and exporting into the United States. Would you care to comment 
on what role you would hope to play in influencing Mexico in its 
relationship with China? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir. Thank you for that. 
I’m also encouraged by what President Sheinbaum has said 

about prioritizing relationships. I think what I’m seeing in Mexico 
and even in other locations, in Latin America, people are beginning 
to realize that China does not have their interest in mind in these 
trade relationships. One thing that I’ve used effectively, and I 
think it would also be effective in Mexico, is to look at where China 
is geographically located and where Latin America is. And there’s 
nothing that they’re finding in Latin America that they couldn’t 
find in Asia or even on the African continent. 

The only reason for being in Latin America is because it’s an irri-
tant to the free nations in the Western hemisphere. And I think 
they’re beginning to realize that. And I think there’s opportunities 
if we just continue to highlight that and talk to the governments. 
I mean, if a democracy fails in the Western hemisphere, China 
celebrates. If a democracy becomes safer, more secure, stronger 
with opportunities for its own people, we become stronger here in 
the United States, as do they. So that’s, that’s my idea. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Good. 
And speaking of stronger safer democracies, Ambassador Glass 

on Japan, as you know, Japan has recently made significant deci-
sions to invest further in defense to combat China’s expansion pol-
icy, as well as North Korea. How do you expect the United States 
to deepen its defense ties with Japan in a way that would meet our 
goals, President Trump’s goals of peace through strength? 

Mr. GLASS. Senator, thank you very much for the question. 
And that clearly is probably the greatest priority I have as I go 

over there, if confirmed. If confirmed, one of the functions that 
we’re working with the Japanese right now that we can certainly 
improve upon and focus, is the multilateral relationships that they 
have with other countries, specifically Korea and the Philippines. 

And then to show the importance of what that means to the 
Trump administration, is working within the Quad that was a rela-
tionship that was brought together by Secretary Rubio for the first 
meeting with foreign leaders that he had just a few weeks ago. And 
so that’s India, Australia, Japan, and the United States. So, we can 
work to further those relationships to push back against China. 

We certainly—on the military side, Japan is increasing their 
military spend. They’ve now come out and announced that they’ll 
reach 2 percent by 2027. And the Prime Minister even said that 
they can exceed that if the situation deems necessary. Thank you. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Very good. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Ricketts. 
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Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
For more than 80 years, the U.S.-Japan Alliance has acted as a 

cornerstone of peace, security, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific 
with communist China, Russia, the Korean Peninsula, Taiwan 
Strait, all within 200 miles of the Japanese soil. Our forward de-
ployed presence in Japan is fundamental to deter aggression in the 
region. This is especially pertinent given Beijing’s dramatic mili-
tary build up and increasingly provocative actions. Grey zone activ-
ity tactics, saber rattling, all to force our allies and partners to 
bend to their will. 

Additionally, the alliance forms the foundation of vital multilat-
eral cooperation from the Quad to trilateral to South Korea, Aus-
tralia, the Philippines. I was pleased to see President Trump and 
Prime Minister Ishiba commit to pursue a new golden age of U.S.- 
Japan relations when they met in February. Not only did the Presi-
dent reaffirm our unwavering commitment to defense of Japan, but 
importantly, Japan committed to fundamentally reinforce its own 
capabilities, as Mr. Glass just mentioned. 

Mr. Glass, in order to strengthen mutual deterrence and re-
sponse capabilities, it’s critical that we work to turn the U.S.-Japan 
alliance into a truly interoperable military alliance. However, this 
will require Japan to go beyond the previous defense spending com-
mitments, which you already mentioned they are. If confirmed, 
could you build upon some of the things you just talked about on 
how we can enhance that defense and security cooperation and 
what you, as our ambassador can do to facilitate that? 

Mr. GLASS. Thank you very much for the question, Senator. 
If confirmed clearly in the last question, this becomes a tremen-

dous priority. Japan lives in a very tough neighborhood, and as you 
mentioned, whether it’s China, Russia, North Korea, it’s all in their 
backyard. And so, working together with them is of critical impor-
tance. And I think if we look from a business standpoint on the 
economic side, you know, our job is to support them in every way 
that we can to grow both of our economies together. 

But on the technical side, we clearly need to work on our cyber-
security with Japan. We are the best in the world at that. We can 
certainly help in that methodology. We can also help in the world 
of co-production. One of the issues that I’ve seen and as you know, 
is we come in from the outside, we don’t have the ability to be able 
to dig very deep into these issues. 

But Japan currently has an over $50 billion backlog for military 
equipment from the United States. And in that procurement proc-
ess, none of this is moving along very quickly. And so, between F– 
35s, transport planes, all of this to thwart the pressure that China 
is placing on Japan. And we’re also placing the pressure that we 
need Japan to be the tip of the spear in how we push back. 

And so, we need to figure out a way to get that procurement 
quickly, work on the supply chains. One of the things that I have 
been doing a little bit of reading on is the co-productions of some 
of these materials: co-production of AMRAAN missiles, that kind of 
item. I mean, it’s always difficult to change ways, especially if 
you’re a government, but that just seems to be a much more effi-
cient way to do business and to be able to give them the ability to 
help us push back against China. 
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Senator RICKETTS. Yes. And that would help with the interoper-
ability, absolutely. So, thank you for that. And you mentioned secu-
rity is the foundation of the U.S.-Japan alliance. Economics is its 
life blood. You mentioned economy there, you know, getting both of 
our economies to be prosperous. 

Certainly, is the case for my home State of Nebraska. Thanks in 
part to President Trump’s trade deals with Japan during his first 
term, Japan is one of our largest export markets, and certainly the 
ex-largest for pork and eggs. Our second largest for beef, our third 
largest for corn and overall ag exports. 

Japan is also a promising market for grain based fuels. I was en-
couraged by Japan’s recent announcement; it intends to blend 10 
percent ethanol in gasoline by 2030 and 20 percent by 2040. And 
of course, Japan is positioned to become one of the largest export 
markets for sustainable aviation fuel that rely on grain based eth-
anol feed and feed stock. So, it’s great opportunities there to be 
able to build the economics there. 

I want to just also move on really quickly. I know I’m running 
out of time here. 

Ambassador Johnson, if you’re confirmed, what actions will you 
take to strengthen collaboration with Mexico to secure our south-
ern border? And I may have already hit upon this stuff already, but 
if you could just briefly recap for us that’d be great. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sir, basically, I think it’s to establish a dialogue 
with them, to ensure that they realize that the problem is not just 
our problem, it’s their problem as well. We talked about providing 
a way that they can secure the politicians and the government offi-
cials that want to do the right thing in Mexico, but now they are 
coerced, and their families are threatened by these terrorist cartels. 

And I think if we can do those two things, and we can increase 
information sharing and protect officials that want to do the right 
thing, it’ll make a big difference. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator Merkley, you’re next. 
Senator MERKLEY. OK. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Johnson, one of the concerns we have about fentanyl is its 

coming over the border from Mexico. And my understanding is the 
main two ways that we detect it are with dogs and with highly so-
phisticated scanners. Is that your understanding? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. 
It is my understanding that those are two of the primary tools. 

Yes, sir. 
Senator MERKLEY. Is there another primary tool? 
Mr. JOHNSON. There are other tools that could be developed, that 

are available. Part of that would include human intelligence that’s 
collected by law enforcement authorities and intelligence officials. 
Yes, sir. 

Senator MERKLEY. And that intelligence often comes from a high-
ly cooperative relationship with folks deep into Mexico, who are 
tracking the whole entire route of production, ingredients and so 
forth. So that relationship’s very important. Senator Ossoff has a 
bill to fund the installation of scanners that are currently sitting 
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in a warehouse that are designed for detecting fentanyl. Do you 
support getting those scanners and actually using them? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sir, I don’t have the details on that, but I would 
certainly think that’s something that we should absolutely con-
sider. I think fentanyl is a serious enough plague on the United 
States, on our citizens, that we need to look at every front and 
every step we can take to improve. 

Senator MERKLEY. We’ll get you details on that, because I think 
it merits attention. I was appalled to understand that scanners are 
being left in a warehouse. 

Mr. Hoekstra, are you an advocate for free speech? 
Mr. HOEKSTRA. Absolutely, yes, sir. 
Senator MERKLEY. Does that include people expressing opinions 

that you disagree with? 
Mr. HOEKSTRA. Absolutely, yes. 
Senator MERKLEY. So, if an American is resident in Canada, 

should they—under Canada’s also is free speech nation, should 
they be free to express their opinion on world affairs? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. American citizens present in Canada or any for-
eign country, have an obligation to live under the laws of that 
country. 

Senator MERKLEY. Well, I’m asking about Canada specifically, 
and they have free speech rules. Should American in Canada be 
able to express their opinion about world affairs? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Within the framework of the Canadian legal sys-
tem, absolutely, yes. 

Senator MERKLEY. And that includes things that the President or 
the Prime Minister of Canada disagrees with. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Excuse me, should Americans be able to say 
something in Canada that the Canadian Prime Minister disagrees 
with? 

Senator MERKLEY. Yes. 
Mr. HOEKSTRA. That is an American value. If it is consistent, I 

believe, you know, to my background, I don’t know all the specifics 
of Canadian law but if confirmed, you know, I will take a look at 
it. And obviously you’ve got some concerns here that I would be 
more than willing to, you know, work with you, and see exactly 
what the concerns or issues—— 

Senator MERKLEY. Well, I’ve always viewed United States as a 
champion of free speech. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Yes. 
Senator MERKLEY. But we have the situation with the advocate 

who expressed concerns about the situation in Gaza, being de-
tained, arrested by the U.S. Government last week in New York, 
and was arrested because of his opinion, differing with the Presi-
dent’s. Don’t you think that’s very un-American? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Again, I know something about this, I’m not an 
expert, but the understanding of the—I don’t know all the legal 
ramifications for this individual who was in the United States 
under what status and what rights he exactly has, so. 

Senator MERKLEY. He was here under a green card. Don’t people 
on green card have freedom of expression in the United States of 
America? 
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Mr. HOEKSTRA. Again, I don’t know. I’m not a lawyer. I don’t 
have the legal background on this. This is something that you real-
ly need to take up—— 

Senator MERKLEY. If the United States is detaining people be-
cause their views disagree with the President’s, doesn’t that set a 
very bad precedent for the world? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I think you have to take a look at exactly what 
status they have in the United States and what freedoms under 
U.S. law those individuals have. 

Senator MERKLEY. So, if somebody is in the U.S. and they ex-
press an opinion that the President of the United States doesn’t 
like, they should be free to express that. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. If they’re depending on this will—it’s a hypo-
thetical question in terms of what they’ve said. 

Senator MERKLEY. Well, it’s not that hypothetical, but just have 
a case of somebody under a green card being arrested for their 
opinion on a war in Gaza. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I don’t—— 
Senator MERKLEY. I myself support free speech. Yes. I support 

people being able to say lots of things that President disagrees 
with. Don’t you? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I agree. If I agree on free speech, I agree that 
people should be and Americans should be allowed to speak, ex-
press their views consistent with the legal requirements and the 
legal boundaries by which they are here in the country. 

Senator MERKLEY. Well, I hope with that viewpoint, you will call 
up the President and say, we need to not arrest people for their 
views on foreign policy here in the United States of America. That 
it’s wrong under our Constitution. It’s wrong under the law. It’s 
wrong under the example we set around the world, that we are 
going to be champions of freedom, not folks who take political pris-
oners. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Thank you. 
Senator MERKLEY. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Senator, there’s a difference between free speech 

and giving aid and support to people who—— 
Senator MERKLEY. Mr. Chairman, do you have any evidence that 

this individual gave aid and support? Because there’s been no evi-
dence provided by the Administration. So, I do not think we should 
accuse somebody who opposed the war or opposed circumstances, 
unless you have evidence for that. 

Senator RISCH. Appreciate your views. 
Senator Rosen. 
Senator MERKLEY. Thank you. 
Senator ROSEN. Thank you, Chair Risch, Ranking Member Sha-

heen, for holding this hearing today. 
Thank you to the witnesses for your previous service and again, 

for being here. 
I want to talk a little bit about counternarcotics efforts. So, Am-

bassador Johnson, as you’re aware, Mexico is one of the United 
States’ closest partners. We share a 2,000 mile border that contains 
47 active land ports of entry. 

I proudly represent a State with a large Latino population, many 
with having family ties to Mexico. I’ve also helped advance legisla-
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tion to stop the flow of deadly drugs across the southern border by 
cracking down on transnational criminals. But I know that we can-
not combat this crisis alone. We have to work closely with our part-
ners like Mexico to address the flow of illicit drugs coming into our 
country. 

So, Mr. Johnson, can you speak to the importance of U.S. support 
for counternarcotics programming? And do you think that it is in 
the United States’ best interest to cut funding for programs that 
combat the flow of illegal drugs in our hemisphere? And how do 
you think Mexico would react to decision to cut that funding that 
helps combat the flow? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you for the question, Senator. And thank 
you for your efforts, which I am sure have saved American lives. 

So, the flow of illegal drugs is something that we can’t imme-
diately turn off completely. I think it’s a continuing process. It’s im-
provements that have to be made as quickly as we can. 

We absolutely are more effective if we work with partners and 
not just Mexican partners, but partners throughout the region. And 
that’s why I think organizations like JTF-Bravo and JTF-Alpha 
play such an important role because that includes a presence from 
a lot of the countries in the region, and we can share that informa-
tion. And I think that’s key to continuing to improve at a steady 
rate. I think Mexico is—— 

Senator ROSEN. To continue to improve collaboration funding, to 
be sure that we’re meeting all the future threats, current and—be 
prepared for future threats, you would say? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, Senator. I agree. And I know there’s a review 
going on right now of a lot of those programs. There have been 
waivers granted already, and I am confident that throughout the 
review process, those programs that have the greatest impact will 
continue. 

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. 
I want to move on to you, Ambassador Hoekstra. The Five Eyes 

Alliance of which Canada is a member, it’s one of the most success-
ful intelligence sharing alliances in the world. It’s been key to U.S. 
military responses, including in Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, and yet 
the Trump administration has taken actions that have caused our 
allies to reconsider—reconsider what information can be shared 
with the United States. 

So, Ambassador, the Five Eyes Alliance is based on a high level 
of mutual trust. That’s how all relationships—the foundation. 
Right. So, in your opinion, do you think it makes us safer or 
stronger for allies to decide to scale back the intelligence that they 
share with us out of concern that they can’t trust the United 
States? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. I’ve spent a lot of times on Five Eyes. I spent a 
lot of time on intelligence. And it’s clear that the cooperation, you 
know—Five Eyes is unique. It’s unique internationally. And each 
of us brings certain strengths to that relationship. And it is critical 
that as—— 

Senator ROSEN. So, are you willing to fight to be sure that it re-
mains resilient and fully operational? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Absolutely. You brought up the continuing threat 
of transnational organizations. On those kinds of issues, those 
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kinds of threats, we talked earlier with a Ranking Member about 
fentanyl. It’s not a huge amount that goes across our border from 
Canada, but we can expect—— 

Senator ROSEN. But tomorrow it could be something else. 
Mr. HOEKSTRA. But tomorrow it could be something else and 

closer because I think what we’re looking at is these relationships 
and taking the relationship of Five Eyes and applying it to law en-
forcement and those types of things, building our relationship will 
enable us potentially to get a better handle of fentanyl and drugs 
coming across the border, whether it is from Mexico, whether it’s 
from Canada, or somewhere else. 

Senator ROSEN. So, I think we’re in agreement that our strength 
and safety and security around the world is based on levels of 
trust: Our partnership, collaboration, and cooperation with our al-
lies to fight against those who wish to harm us. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. If confirmed, I will do everything that I can to 
strengthen that relationship. On Five Eyes, law enforcement, co-
operation, trade, those are all opportunities to make Canada and 
America safer, secure, and more prosperous—closer cooperation. 

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chair. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator Van Hollen. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank all of you for your testimony. 
Mr. Glass, let me start with you. One of the things the previous 

Administration focused on was trying to strengthen the relation-
ship between South Korea and Japan. Two very important part-
ners. Simple question, do you agree that that was a worthwhile en-
deavor, and will you work to build on it? 

Mr. GLASS. Not only worthwhile, but essential. And absolutely, 
we were talking earlier a little bit about the priorities of the multi-
lateral relationships that Japan has with other countries in the re-
gion, and it’s critical that we continue to build on that. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I think you recognize that when our col-
leagues from partner countries like Japan and South Korea have 
come to the United States over the last couple years, they weigh 
in on the importance of the U.S. supporting the Ukrainian people 
in their fight against Putin’s aggression, because they recognize 
that our commitment to Ukraine can have implications for all of 
them. 

As many of us say, President Xi keeps one eye on Ukraine while 
he keeps one eye on Taiwan. Do you agree that if there’s a percep-
tion among our allies that we’re throwing Ukrainian people under 
the bus, that that damages our relationship with Japan? 

Mr. GLASS. The Japanese have supported the Ukrainians not 
only with economic support, material support, and conscious sup-
port. But at this point in time, the question that apparently is very 
simple is very delicate. We have a President that’s got both sides 
of the Ukrainian and Russian conflict sitting at a table across from 
each other. And at this point in time, I think the delicacy of what 
he is working, as our negotiator in chief, is something that I don’t 
want to make any comment that might possibly—— 



33 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Well, Mr. Glass, my time’s limited. I will 
just say at the most recent G7 meeting, and as you’re well aware 
Japan’s a part of the G7, right? 

Mr. GLASS. Correct. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. At the most recent G7 meeting our allies 

all supported continuing to keep the language from previous G7 
resolutions, which named Russia and Putin as the aggressor. Did 
they not? 

Mr. GLASS. They did. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. They did. And it was the United States 

that said we should remove that, wasn’t it? 
Mr. GLASS. It was. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. In my view, that sends a terrible signal, 

a terrible signal, not just to the people of Ukraine, but to people 
in Japan and South Korea and our partners around the world. And 
cutting off intelligence even temporarily and throttling weapons to 
Ukraine when you have a massive arsenal on the Russian side, in 
my view, is so contrary to American national security interests, 
and I hear the same thing from our colleagues in Japan and else-
where. 

Mr. Hoekstra, it’s good to see you. We chaired the Dutch Caucus 
back in the house. Let me just say, I was at a hearing yesterday 
in the Banking and Housing Committee, where the testimony from 
the economist there, who by the way, was invited by our Repub-
lican colleagues, was unambiguous, that when you increase tariffs 
across the board on products from Canada, including Canadian 
lumber, you’ll drive up the cost of housing in the United States. 

And the fact of the matter is, the National Association of Home 
Builders’ chief economists predicts that it will be as much as 
$7,500 to $10,000 additional on a home for the average American 
if the proposed tariffs go through. I mean, you can do some simple 
math. You don’t have to be an economist, neither do I, to recognize 
that will increase the costs and make homes less affordable in the 
United States, right. 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. If the tariffs put that in place, yes. It’s not brain 
surgery. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you. I appreciate the reality touch, 
and I also appreciate your response to Senator Rosen’s question on 
the Five Eyes. I mean, you have a lot of experience there. You 
agree that Canada’s contribution to the Five Eyes is valuable. 
Right? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. We have a great alliance with Canada on na-
tional security issues. It would help if Canada met its NATO com-
mitment. You know, they’re one of eight or nine countries that falls 
short, significantly short, with no real plan to get there anytime 
soon. Their statements we’ll—— 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I agree. But within Five, my question re-
lating to Five eyes, were they an important partner as part of that? 

Mr. HOEKSTRA. Five Eyes is an important relationship, and all 
the countries have strengths that they contribute to it. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I appreciate that. 
And Mr. Johnson, finally, in closing. Senator Rosen raised the 

point about the funding for our efforts to interdict narcotics. Are 
you aware of the fact that one of the programs that was terminated 



34 

by the Trump administration’s freeze was an anti-narcotics pro-
gram aimed at stopping imported fentanyl? Are you aware of that? 
Have you seen that reporting? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. 
I’ve been out of the government for a little over 4 years now. I 

have not seen it. I look forward to seeing it. I am confident that 
throughout this process, that anything that helps stem the flow of 
fentanyl will survive. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. I hope you’re right about that because we 
had a meeting with Peter Marocco, and I did not get any sense of 
confidence in that. That was my takeaway, anyway. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator Shaheen. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Ambassador Johnson, I appreciate your years of military service 

and the glowing recommendation that Senator Scott provided. I do 
have some questions, however, about some of your actions as Am-
bassador to El Salvador. You pointed out in your opening state-
ment, or maybe it was a response to a question, that democracy 
and freedom are very fragile. 

Amnesty International, among others, has reported on the use of 
the NSO group’s Pegasus spyware on journalists and members of 
civil society organizations in El Salvador on a massive scale. And 
there have been articles in El Pais that have described how your 
close friendship with President Bukele in El Salvador when you 
were ambassador, led to a downplaying of your criticism of his anti- 
democratic and authoritarian tendencies. 

Were you ever made aware that President Bukele was using sur-
veillance on civil society actors or on U.S. Government employees 
while you were ambassador? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. 
I was not aware that they had employed Pegasus against anyone 

in El Salvador. I don’t doubt that it could have happened, but I was 
not aware of it. I was constantly emphasizing to everyone that I 
spoke with from President Bukele throughout his government, that 
there must be no surveillance on anyone that works for the em-
bassy. That we all have a responsibility to meet with opposition 
members, to meet with private society, to meet with business. And 
that doesn’t imply that we support any one side more than we do 
the other, but it’s a requirement that we have, and it’s a require-
ment that I’ve taken very seriously. 

Senator SHAHEEN. There were also reports that one of the em-
bassy employees who was investigating some of these undemocratic 
activities of the President was fired summarily for that. Were you 
aware of that? Were you involved in any decision to fire anyone 
who was investigating President Bukele’s authoritarian activities? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. And we discussed that with 
your staff yesterday, and I appreciated their time. I know you’re 
busy. 

I was aware that we had an incident that involved a contractor, 
not an employee, but a contractor who had been in country for a 
long time. I was a little surprised when I heard that he had an un-
authorized meeting with a member of the press. 
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And I did what I think any manager would do at that point. I 
called in his department heads, and I called in security, and I said 
we need to investigate this and determine whether or not these ac-
cusations are true. And if they are true, I think we need to deter-
mine what kind of information might have been passed. And I de-
ferred to his boss really as to what the final disposition should be 
in that case. But I know one of the first questions that I’ve always 
received on any security clearance interview is, have you conducted 
any unauthorized meetings with the media of the press? And ap-
parently this individual had. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, I appreciate that, but part of my concern 
about, and the reason for this line of questioning is, you talked in 
your opening statement, and others have pointed out the challenge 
in Mexico, which has been in lots of ways, a great neighbor and 
partner, but in other ways because of what’s happening there with 
cartels, with the gangs, that it’s also really challenging. 

And any hint that anyone in America might be willing to over-
look corruption activities sends a very bad message to Mexican au-
thorities and to the Mexican people. Would you agree with that? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, Senator. I strongly agree with that. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Ambassador Glass, I just have one question for you, and that is, 

last week, President Trump suddenly called our defense alliance 
with Japan a bad deal and unfair. You pointed out in one of your 
statements that we’ve actually been at the apex of the relationship 
between the United States and Japan. So, can you explain to me 
why the President would be calling out that relationship and sug-
gesting that our agreement with Japan is a bad deal and unfair? 

Mr. GLASS. Thank you for the question. 
It is in any relationship, especially from the business standpoint, 

the closer you are, the more transparent you can be about discus-
sions. And in those discussions, money is always part of it. And so, 
I appreciate President Trump’s honesty and transparency in that 
case, because in actuality, it makes my life a lot easier. 

We know that we would like the Japanese to focus on increasing 
their spend on military. They’ve agreed to bump that up to the 2 
percent GDP level by 2027. And actually, the Prime Minister came 
out and said, if it needs to be a little bit higher, that’s something 
we can discuss. So, I look forward to discussing that with the Japa-
nese, and being able to come out with something that is favorable 
for both sides. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Good. And I think it’s fair to say that in your 
opening statement, you pointed out the importance of our alliance 
with Japan and the importance of that defense relationship as well. 

Mr. GLASS. Yes. Absolutely. Thank you. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Ambassador Glass, if I might just continue in this general direc-

tion. because I didn’t get a chance to question you all in the first 
round. Thank you for your willingness to continue serving and rep-
resenting our nation. I think you served well as Ambassador to 
Portugal. My thanks to Mary and the rest of your family for your 
willingness to step back into the fray, and for sharing with folks 
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that your faith is the underpinning of your public service. I think 
that’s constructive when people do that. 

I agree with you that the U.S.-Japan relationship at the end of 
the last Administration was in a very strong and good place, and 
that the progress that was made in pulling together Korea, Japan, 
and the United States was a significant step forward. I am con-
cerned about the future direction of that trilateral relationship be-
cause of unfortunate recent developments in Korea. 

Just help me understand what you might do as ambassador to 
help strengthen or sustain that work. Senator Hagerty and I in a 
bipartisan group went out to both Japan and Korea last August to 
try and reinforce and give some lift to it. But since then, there’s 
been some dramatic intervening events in both Japan and Korea. 

Mr. GLASS. Senator, thank you for the question, and thank you 
for your interest in the region. It’s very important. 

If confirmed—I think we all have to be patient to see what hap-
pens with South Korea, that’s currently in an effectively a state of 
turmoil. And we’ll have to see what comes out of that. But no doubt 
it will have—it’s a step backward in trying to build that relation-
ship between not only the bilateral relationship between the Japa-
nese and the Koreans, but with the trilateral that we have work-
ing. 

I think in most of these cases, and what I’ve seen in that, and 
once again, coming from the outside, we don’t have as much infor-
mation as maybe we will in a few weeks, if confirmed. But by the 
way I’m looking at it, it seems to be that a lot of the issues that 
we’re discussing are too broad. And I think that we can narrow 
those down between the three countries, and it would be very help-
ful. 

A lot of times when you’re that broad, it’s difficult to make ad-
vancements in what we’re looking to do, whether it’s on the secu-
rity side, the economic side, but if we can narrow those down and 
really get to work and dig in on a very specific number of issues, 
I think that would be a tremendous help. 

Senator COONS. Two more things, if I might. I recently met with 
a large group of Japanese CEOs who came to just sort of increase 
their engagement and visibility. They are very concerned about a 
potential trade war inspired by tariffs that might be improvidently 
imposed. I’m not going to ask you to respond to this, but in my pre-
vious questioning of Ambassador Hoekstra, sometimes President 
Trump engages in public bluster about matters that are framed as 
a negotiating tactic. I think for the Japanese in particular, it’s pro-
foundly unsettling for them to not be clear about our relationship. 
And I tried to provide some reassurance about the deep bipartisan 
respect for their hosting 60,000 U.S. troops in Japan as you ref-
erenced. 

The special measures agreement is coming up for renegotiation 
in 2027. I’m concerned that our President is often someone who 
likes to drive a hard bargain by framing before negotiating. 

How will you help the Administration appreciate the significant 
amount of contributions the Japanese have made over decades to 
basing our troops, to providing us with some significant but 
unquantifiable benefits, from being a trusted and reliable anchor 
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ally and partner, both militarily and as well as economically in the 
region? 

Mr. GLASS. Yes. Thank you for the question. 
It certainly is daunting as you look at the amount of issues, and 

it’s daunting when you look at the amount of money. I mean, when 
the Prime Minister talked about a direct investment into the 
United States of upwards of a trillion dollars. I mean, it’s difficult 
to comprehend those types of numbers. But we’ve had a consistent 
support by the Japanese for our military, in and around $1.4 billion 
a year. And it’s been fairly consistent for a while. 

And undoubtedly since the first Administration to now, the so-
phistication of the Chinese has grown tremendously. And war has 
gotten, or not necessarily war, but a conflict or a push back and 
forth has gotten significantly more expensive. And so, housing the 
troops has done that. Whether we have weapon systems that we 
need to upgrade, command and control that we’re going to be up-
grading along with the Japanese, that’s going to be a very—these 
are very expensive ventures. And so undoubtedly, I do believe we’re 
going to have to go to the Japanese and talk about an increase in 
that support. 

Senator COONS. Well, if I could in closing, I’m grateful the Japa-
nese have actively participated in supporting Ukraine and its fight. 
I hope we will encourage them to continue to do that and recognize, 
that they from halfway around the world have been a part of that 
effort. And the move toward developing a real counterstrike capa-
bility by Japan, I hope will lead to co-production and purchasing 
and deployment of tomahawk missiles, as well as other advanced 
systems. And I look forward to working with all three of you in 
your next postings. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. GLASS. If possible, afterwards, in the next couple weeks as 

we go through this process, we’ll still be here, and I would love to 
avail myself at any point in time to come in and talk through that 
with you. 

Senator COONS. Thank you. As the Ranking Member of the East 
Asia subcommittee, about to go to the region with Senator Ricketts, 
I would very much welcome that. 

All three of you have been chosen to represent the United States 
for absolutely critical allies, and I hope that we can together sus-
tain these trusted and longstanding relationships. 

Senator RISCH. Well, thank you very much. 
Senator Cruz is supposedly on the way, and he has some probing 

and in depth questions for you, I’m sure. But in the meantime, this 
is unusual, but we don’t get dead time here very often, but if any 
one of the three of you want to add something for the record, hav-
ing heard the questions that been given to you, you’re welcome to 
take up the time. Otherwise, we’ll sit and look at each other until 
Senator Cruz gets here. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sir, if I could, I would just amplify what my col-
league here said. We are willing to continue to meet, and should 
we be confirmed we look forward to working with all of you on your 
issues. We certainly understand this has been a very busy time 
here on the Hill, and we appreciate you taking the time for this 
hearing today. It means a lot. 
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Senator RISCH. Appreciate. 
Senator COONS. Could I make one random comment, Mr. Chair-

man? 
Senator RISCH. Randomness is your strong suit. 
Senator COONS. It’s my strength. 
Could I just note and compliment Ambassador Hoekstra specifi-

cally recognizing Ambassador Cohen and Ambassador Shefali 
Duggal and your ongoing engagement relationship with them. I 
suspect the other two nominees have also engaged, but I just would 
urge you to. Our recent ambassadors in those two countries were 
very strong and are people I’ve interacted with directly, and I think 
have a significant reservoir of recent experience that could help in-
form your service. 

Senator RISCH. Well, thank you, Senator. And I would just add 
to that, this panel is a particularly strong panel, particularly with 
the experience that they’ve had. And we’re certainly happy that 
you’re willing to serve. 

Senator Cruz. 
Senator CRUZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Gentlemen, congratulations to each of you on your nominations. 

Good to see you. Thank you for your willingness to serve our nation 
yet again. 

Ambassador Johnson, let me start with you. As you know, a topic 
that we discussed in my office last week. In 1944, the United 
States and Mexico signed a treaty to manage the water from the 
Colorado, Tijuana, and Rio Grande Rivers. This treaty requires 
Mexico to provide 350,000 acre feet of water annualized over 5 
years. 

However, Mexico has consistently failed to uphold its end of the 
bargain. We are nearing the end of the current 5 year cycle, and 
Mexico is behind by over 1 million acre feet of water. The results 
have been catastrophic for Texas farmers and towns. Entire indus-
tries are dying. This crisis simply cannot be allowed to continue. 
As you and I discussed, this issue colors every single aspect of our 
relationship with Mexico. 

Last year, I introduced language to impose real cost on Mexico 
for these failures, I intend to advance that language again this 
year. However, in the meantime, the State Department already has 
the power to hold Mexico accountable. I’d like to work immediately 
and closely with you to address this issue. As you know, I also dis-
cussed this issue with Secretary Rubio, including in this committee. 
He agrees that addressing this crisis must be a priority. Talk to us 
about this a little. What options do we have to secure Mexico’s com-
pliance with the treaty? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Sir, thank you for the question, and thank you for 
your time recently to discuss it. 

I’ll confess, I didn’t know what the 1944 Water Treaty was until 
you brought that up. It is of course a concern to me when anyone 
is impacted in the United States because of another country’s fail-
ure to meet their obligations. 

That said, I know the current government in Mexico is relatively 
new. I think they were about 4 years behind in providing water at 
the rate they had committed when President Sheinbaum took of-
fice. I think it’s important to contact them immediately, frequently, 
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and make sure they understand that they are getting behind on 
their commitment, and make sure that they understand what the 
outcome could be if they do. 

I know when we discussed it, you were very adamant that you’ve 
been a big supporter of Mexico, but it could go the other way if 
they fail to meet their obligations. And I will deliver that message, 
and I will deliver it consistently, as will the other officers that rep-
resent the U.S. Government in Mexico. I look forward to working 
with you on the issue, and I think we can make progress. 

Senator CRUZ. Well, it’s worth underscoring that I’ve authored 
and passed through this committee and into law legislation expe-
diting the permitting of four new bridges from south Texas to Mex-
ico. So, when it comes to legal and lawful trade between Texas and 
Mexico, I’m an enthusiastic supporter. However, if they flout their 
treaty obligations to the detriment of Texas farmers and Texas 
residents, that is a real problem. If confirmed, how do you view 
your role in helping alleviate this crisis? 

Mr. JOHNSON. Thank you, Senator. 
Again, I think obviously if confirmed, I will not be involved in 

making policy, but implementing policy and informing policy. My 
job as I see it, is to continue to work with you and your office and 
other Members of Congress, as well as with the White House and 
the State Department and other offices in the U.S. Government 
and the Mexican government to make sure that we all understand 
what those commitments are, and that we are keeping a sharp eye 
on them meeting the commitments. 

I think the key in this case, is they’re behind more than they 
could catch up in these final months. So, I think if we ensure that 
waters delivered early and on time and in compliance with the 
agreement that’s made, I think we’ll see a great improvement. 

Senator CRUZ. Thank you. 
Ambassador Glass, as you know, and as you’ve said, the U.S.- 

Japan Alliance is a cornerstone of U.S. security interest in the 
Indo-Pacific. Our Japanese allies are critically important for ad-
vancing our interest in preserving peace and security, both in the 
Indo-Pacific and across the globe. And of course, a strong U.S.- 
Japan relationship is crucial to countering China’s global malign 
activities. 

The Trump administration recognizes this core reality, and I’m 
heartened that the Administration and this committee is expedi-
tiously advancing your nomination, your role will be crucial. Within 
the region the Quad, Australia, India, Japan, and the U.S., is crit-
ical to our security architecture. Talk a bit about the Quad and the 
role of Japan within it. 

Mr. GLASS. That’s a great question, Senator. Thank you. 
While I was in Portugal, we actually, 8 years ago when President 

Trump started redeveloping and introducing the Quad as a format, 
we actually had Quad meetings once a quarter with India, Aus-
tralia, and Japan. And we’re holding that to take a look at the 
global issues that were affecting Europe at the time. I came to find 
out how valuable that group really is. 

These are tremendous allies, and our ability to work with them 
only shows the Chinese that what we have—it’s not just us stand-
ing alone. So, the Trump administration vision of a free and pros-
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perous Indo-China or—I’m sorry, Indo-Pacific, is only carried by 
our ability to work within that entire region. 

Senator CRUZ. So, I’m also very worried about China’s control 
over global supply chains, especially in key sectors that affect our 
national security. Can you tell me how you plan to help Japan di-
versify its supply chains and reduce its economic reliance on 
China? And also, in particular focus on critical minerals and how 
we can expand our bilateral cooperation in this space. 

Mr. GLASS. I have a bit of a background in critical minerals, and 
it’s something that if we can break that supply chain from China 
it frees our economic—we have economic freedom to move forward 
in so many different sectors, specifically technology. 

But we have to build a reserve in America. And there are private 
entities that are doing that right now that I’m aware of, but also 
the U.S. Government, we have a reserve for our military, but we 
don’t have a reserve for industry. 

And so, as we go out and begin mining and working with other 
countries around the world, we’ve got to be able to create a reserve 
that we can share with our allies to make sure that we keep this 
economic flow in the supply chain going. I hate to use the phrase, 
but it’s critical that we get that done. 

Senator CRUZ. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
We will add letters of support that the committee’s received for 

each of you to put into the record. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above can be found 

in the ‘‘Additional Material Submitted for the Record’’ section at 
the end of this document.] 

For the information of the committee, the record will remain 
open until the close of business tomorrow, Friday, for members of 
the committee to submit questions for the record. 

If you do get some questions, I hope you’ll answer them quickly. 
It’ll help us move along your confirmations. 

Again, thanks for your service, thanks to your family for assist-
ing you in that service. 

And with that, the committee’s adjourned. 
[Whereupon, at 12:29 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PETER HOEKSTRA BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. What are your views on the growing Chinese and Russian presence in 
the Arctic? 

Answer. I am concerned about China’s increased activity in the Arctic, and the 
growing cooperation between Russia and China in that region. These activities often 
negatively impact the national security of the United States. If confirmed, I will 
work with Canada to promote and protect the security, economic, and other inter-
ests of the United States with regard to the Arctic. 

Question. Canada is the only member of the Five Eyes that has not formally 
banned or removed Huawei equipment from its telecom networks. If confirmed, 
would you press the Canadian government to promptly correct this security con-
cern? 
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Answer. I understand that Canada shares our concerns regarding the threat 
posed by Chinese companies leveraged by the Chinese Communist Party for nefar-
ious purposes. It has, however, been slow to take mitigating action, including 
against Huawei. If confirmed, I will press Canada to take legislative, law enforce-
ment, and related action to eliminate the security and economic risks posed by the 
malign business activities of China. 

Question. What additional actions, if any, would you like the Canadian govern-
ment to take to address cross-border flows of migrants and illicit drugs? 

Answer. I am encouraged by the announcements Canada has made regarding bor-
der security. Canada must make good on its promises. If confirmed, I will press 
Canada to take concrete measures to end the production and trafficking of fentanyl 
and precursor chemicals, increase outbound inspections, and share more law en-
forcement information with us, more quickly. 

Question. What is your assessment of Canada’s implementation of USMCA? 
Answer. I believe, as provided for in the agreement, the United States should con-

duct a full review to ensure the USMCA serves the American interest. If confirmed, 
I will guide Mission Canada in working with the U.S. interagency to support the 
USMCA review process, which USTR is set to lead. 

Question. My home State of Idaho exports a great deal of agricultural goods in-
cluding malt barley, dairy products, and potatoes. Will you ensure American agricul-
tural interests are well-represented in Canada? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize efforts to ensure that Canada’s markets are 
fully open to U.S. agricultural exports. 

Question. Do you pledge to support fully CODELs and STAFFDELs that seek to 
travel to U.S. missions? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will support and encourage CODELs and STAFFDELs 
seeking to visit Canada. 

Question. Do you agree to support fully any CODEL or STAFFDEL, with excep-
tions only for simultaneous or overlapping visits by the President or First Lady of 
the United States, the Vice President, or the Secretaries of State or Defense? 

Answer. If confirmed, I pledge to work with the Committee to ensure that Mission 
Canada is supporting travel to the greatest extent possible to help delegations meet 
their mission objectives and obtain engagements with Canadian officials. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PETER HOEKSTRA BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. Canada is set to have elections for Prime Minister this year. Do you 
commit to refraining from taking action or hosting any event that can be interpreted 
as expressing U.S. support for any specific political party or politician? 

Answer. Yes. I commit to refrain from taking action or hosting any event that can 
be interpreted as expressing U.S. support for any specific Canadian political party 
or politician. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PETER HOEKSTRA BY SENATOR STEVE DAINES 

Question. Ambassador Hoekstra, Montana has a very productive relationship with 
our neighboring provinces as a result of our highly integrated economies and cross- 
border trade. Of which, one of the largest commodities Montana exports to Canada 
is electricity. 

The Montana-Alberta Tie Line is a 214 mile long transmission line that brings 
affordable and reliable made-in-Montana energy from Great Falls to customers 
across the border. 

As is the case sometimes with friends and neighbors, we don’t always see eye to 
eye on certain issues. Previously, officials in Alberta put forward regulations that 
discriminated against US producers and disadvantaged in my home State. While I 
appreciate commitments made by the Albertan government to reach a fair and bal-
anced resolution, one has not been reached yet. 
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Ambassador, if confirmed, will you commit to working with me to reach a fair res-
olution to this matter as well as other priorities for Montana? 

Answer. Free flow of cross-border electricity is important for a stable and predict-
able energy market. If confirmed, I commit to working with you and other Members 
of Congress to ensure the fair treatment of U.S. companies and investments in Can-
ada. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO PETER HOEKSTRA BY SENATOR MIKE LEE 

Question. Canada, along with our other NATO allies, committed to spending 2 
percent of GDP on defense over a decade ago—but has made laughable progress in 
getting there and is now making promises for 2032. Canada’s apparent lack of polit-
ical will to invest in its own defense has unique, practical implications for U.S. secu-
rity given our shared border. 

If Canada is unwilling to take its defense seriously or make meaningful progress 
in burden shifting, should the U.S. reconsider our bilateral defense commitments to 
Canada through NORAD? 

Answer. If confirmed, one of my highest priorities will be to press Canada to fulfill 
its pledge to the United States and NATO Allies to spend at least 2 percent of GDP 
on defense. I will similarly advocate that Canada prioritize funding NORAD’s mod-
ernization given the vital role the command plays in defending North America. Can-
ada must accelerate its twenty-year timeline to implement its June 2022, $27 billion 
NORAD modernization commitment. 

Question. The U.S.-Canada trade relationship has mutual dependencies, as the 
U.S. is Canada’s largest export market while many of our northern States rely on 
Canadian energy imports. Since taking office, President Trump has imposed a vari-
ety of tariffs as a tool of economic statecraft to compel Canada to curb migration 
and fentanyl flows across the border. 

In your assessment, what is the tangible result that would appropriately justify 
the removal of these tariffs. In other words, how is ‘‘victory’’ defined in this case? 

Answer. Canada must take immediate steps to alleviate the illegal immigration 
and illicit drug flows across our common border. If confirmed, I will press Canada 
to end the production and trafficking of illicit fentanyl and its precursors, increase 
inspections, and share law enforcement information more quickly. 

As President Trump said in the Presidential Memorandum on American First 
Trade Policy, trade policy is a critical component in national security. 

Question. Canada has just elected a new Prime Minister for the first time in near-
ly a decade, following domestic discontent with PM Trudeau. 

How do you intend to harness this time of transition to fundamentally reorient 
the U.S.-Canada relationship? 

Answer. I expect the new Canadian Prime Minister to advance Canadian inter-
ests, as, if confirmed, I will advance American interests, as articulated by President 
Trump and Congress. Canada is our closest ally and most important economic part-
ner, but the United States will not be taken advantage of any longer. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. The U.S.-Japan alliance is built on shared interests and trust, which is 
so important. What are some defense and economic issues you would focus on to 
grow this partnership and deepen this trust even more? 

Answer. As President Trump and Prime Minister Ishiba said on February 7, the 
U.S.-Japan Alliance remains the cornerstone of peace, security and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific. Our first priority must be to ensure we have the capabilities in place 
to meet our obligations under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security. If 
confirmed, I will work to do so by enhancing defense and security cooperation. This 
includes supporting efforts to upgrade command and control frameworks of U.S. and 
Japanese forces, expand our bilateral presence in Japan’s Southwest Islands, in-
crease readiness through more realistic training and exercises, enhance U.S. ex-
tended deterrence, and promote defense industrial and technological cooperation. 
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On economic cooperation, as the President and Prime Minister laid out in their 
meeting on February 7, if confirmed I will further our collaboration with Japan to 
lead the world in critical technology development. We also have an opportunity to 
significantly increase bilateral investment and employment at home, in line with 
the President’s America First Investment Policy and America First Trade Policy. 

Question. Japan plays a vital role as a key ally in the Indo-Pacific when it comes 
to countering regional security challenges, especially in response to growing Chinese 
aggression. The US-Japan defense partnership is critical for deterring Chinese 
threats through co-development and co-production of advanced military technology. 
What are your priorities for the US-Japan defense partnership? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work both with the Japanese government and our in-
dustry partners to ensure that our Alliance stands ready to effectively counter Chi-
na’s destabilizing actions in the Indo-Pacific to deter a conflict. 

If confirmed, I will continue to encourage industry and Japanese counterparts to 
address this challenge. Co-production and co-development of our critical military 
platforms are ways we can address production and supply chain constraints. 

Question. Do you pledge to support fully CODELs and STAFFDELs that seek to 
travel to U.S. missions? 

Answer. The State Department supports and encourages congressional travel 
abroad. Personally, I warmly welcome these visits as Members of Congress effec-
tively advocate for American values and can convey or echo Mission messages to for-
eign counterparts. I also understand Congress’s role conducting oversight to ensure 
taxpayer dollars are spent wisely to further America’s foreign policy. 

Question. Do you agree to support fully any CODEL or STAFFDEL, with excep-
tions only for simultaneous or overlapping visits by the President or First Lady of 
the United States, the Vice President, or the Secretaries of State or Defense? 

Answer. If confirmed, I pledge to work with the Committee to ensure the Depart-
ment is supporting travel to the greatest extent possible to help delegations meet 
their mission objectives and obtain engagements with officials. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. Japan has been one of the strongest supporters of Ukraine, proactively 
coming to the table to stand with NATO Allies and the G7 and sending more than 
$12 billion in aid. I know from my travel to Japan last year that the Japanese gov-
ernment is extremely concerned with the strategic partnership Russia and China 
have developed as this war continues. Is it your understanding that Ukraine’s vic-
tory—and Russia’s defeat—is a priority for our Indo-Pacific partners? 

Answer. Japan shares this Administration’s overarching goal—peace in Europe. I 
share Japan’s concern regarding Russia’s partnerships with not only China, but also 
the DPRK and Iran. If confirmed, I will engage the Government of Japan directly 
on those issues, and work with Japan to ensure it supports the United States as 
we pursue a swift and lasting peace in Europe and deterrence of Chinese aggression 
in the Indo-Pacific. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you encourage Japan’s sustained support for 
Ukraine even as President Trump seems willing to make concessions to Russia? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Japan to ensure it supports a cease-fire 
and immediate negotiations toward lasting peace in Europe, and press Japan to con-
tinue its economic and humanitarian support to promote the early recovery and re-
construction of Ukraine. 

Question. Do you believe the Fulbright Program, which President Trump has in-
stituted a funding freeze for, is a valuable asset for U.S. students in Japan and how 
will you advocate for American students in Japan if they continue to not receive ac-
cess to their funding? 

Answer. If I am confirmed for this position, I will work with Secretary Rubio and 
President Trump to ensure that all United States government programs make our 
country stronger, safer, and more prosperous. The Fulbright Program, which you 
mentioned, is one program that I am happy to work with the State Department to 
review. 
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If confirmed, my highest priority will be the protection of American citizens over-
seas. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR MIKE LEE 

Question. Japan’s engrained security dependency on the U.S. was an intentional 
choice on our part, when we drafted a constitution that effectively prohibits Japan 
from engaging in war or maintaining a robust military. Does this dynamic still serve 
U.S. national interests in today’s Indo-Pacific security environment? 

Answer. As President Trump and Prime Minister Ishiba said on February 7, the 
U.S.-Japan Alliance remains the cornerstone of peace, security and prosperity in the 
Indo-Pacific and a crucial means of promoting American strength, safety and pros-
perity. I welcome Japan’s commitment to developing new capabilities, acquiring 
other capabilities from the United States that will increase our prosperity, increas-
ing its national security spending by fiscal year 2027 to consolidate its primary re-
sponsibility for defending Japan, and to fundamentally reinforce its defense capabili-
ties beyond fiscal year 2027. 

Question. Should the U.S. encourage Japan to revisit its constitutional constraints 
on armed force, to take some of the burden from us and make Japan a stronger 
force multiplier in the region? 

Answer. I appreciate Japan’s acknowledgement that its Alliance contributions and 
defense spending must expand to meet future challenges. If confirmed, I look for-
ward to discussions with the Japanese Government on ways to modernize our cost- 
sharing arrangements with a view to more substantial Japanese investment in key 
capabilities and institutions, such as our new Command and Control (C2) struc-
tures. 

Question. Japan’s territorial dispute with China in the East China Sea, over the 
Senkaku Islands, is an emerging potential flashpoint. Previous administrations have 
affirmed an ‘‘ironclad’’ commitment to upholding Japan’s territorial claims pursuant 
to our mutual defense agreement. Should our mutual defense agreement with Japan 
be expected to cover disputed territories? 

Answer. I understand that the United States has consistently reaffirmed, as re-
cently as the President’s meeting with PM Ishiba on February 7, that the Senkaku 
Islands fall within the scope of Article V of the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, and that 
we remain opposed to any unilateral attempts to change the status quo in the East 
China Sea. 

If confirmed, I look forward to firmly standing behind the alliance and our Secu-
rity Treaty commitments. 

Question. The current cost-sharing arrangement between the U.S. and Japan runs 
through fiscal year 2026 and will soon require renegotiation. Separately, our Status 
of Forces Agreement with Japan has proven insufficient at protecting our service 
members stationed in Japan. As you review and participate in conversations with 
your counterparts on both of these agreements, what potential diplomatic or eco-
nomic leverage points have you identified as options that may be employed in nego-
tiations? 

Answer. One of the most important tasks of the Department of State and U.S. 
embassies and consulates is to provide assistance to U.S. citizens who are incarcer-
ated or detained abroad. If confirmed, I will prioritize assistance to detained Ameri-
cans, including the heroes stationed overseas serving our country. It is critical to 
work with Japan when it comes to protecting our service members and other Amer-
ican citizens. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO GEORGE GLASS BY SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH 

Question. Do you see any significant non-tariff barriers for U.S. automobiles enter-
ing Japan? 

Answer. I do. Sales of American autos in Japan remain relatively low. The Office 
of the U.S. Trade Representative has identified several non-tariff barriers that im-
pede access to Japan’s auto market. 
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Question. If so, how would you propose to address them, if confirmed as Ambas-
sador? 

Answer. The President has been clear that this Administration will work strenu-
ously to counter non-reciprocal trading arrangements, including costs to U.S. busi-
nesses, workers, and consumers arising from nontariff barriers. If confirmed, I will 
work with USTR, the Department of Commerce, and other departments and agen-
cies to advance the President’s America First Trade Policy in Japan for the benefit 
of U.S. automakers and autoworkers. 

Question. Do you agree with the principles of the Tokyo Statement on Quantum 
Cooperation? 

Answer. While I have not yet discussed the Tokyo Statement on Quantum Co-
operation with the President, I support the President’s goals of restoring American 
leadership in science and technology and harnessing the full power of American in-
novation by empowering entrepreneurs, unleashing private sector creativity, and re-
invigorating our research institutions. 

Question. How would you work to advance those principles, if confirmed as Am-
bassador? 

Answer. The President has made clear that his Administration is refocusing 
science and technology policy to emphasize results-driven excellence and merit- 
based achievement. If confirmed, I will work to implement the commitment the 
President made with Prime Minister Ishiba during their February 7 meeting to col-
laborate to lead the world in developing critical technologies such as quantum. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RONALD JOHNSON BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. What are your views on the Chinese and Russian presence in Mexico? 
Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Mexican government to counter threats 

posed by foreign adversaries in Mexico, including China and Russia. This includes 
cooperating with Mexico to prevent it from becoming a backdoor for China to evade 
U.S. tariffs. I will work with Mexico to protect U.S. workers and businesses from 
unfair Chinese trading practices. I will also work to combat Russian and PRC ef-
forts to manipulate information and undermine U.S. values and interests in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

Question. Mexico has taken encouraging steps against transnational organized 
crime, but it could be a much stronger security partner. If confirmed, would you 
urge the government of Mexico to deepen bilateral cooperation in the destruction of 
seized precursor chemicals being used by the cartels to produce lethal drugs? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I will work with Mexico to intensify our security co-
operation to hold the cartels accountable and end the scourge of drugs and violence 
that harms our communities, including taking concrete actions to stop the flow of 
fentanyl precursors from China and ensuring the destruction of seized precursors. 
I understand the accumulation of seized narcotics and precursor chemicals in Mexi-
can government warehouses is due to legal procedural requirements. If confirmed, 
I will work with the Mexican government to facilitate the disposal approval process. 

Question. What are your views on the recent judicial reform in Mexico and the 
June elections to choose magistrates among more than 6,000 candidates? 

Answer. A democratic Mexico, with strong, independent institutions that support 
the rule of law, and joint efforts to combat insecurity, promote predictability, reduce 
impunity, and provide transparency for citizens and businesses, remains an endur-
ing U.S. interest. If confirmed, I will work with the Mexican government to 
strengthen the rule of law and counter corruption in Mexico. 

Question. What is your assessment of Mexico’s implementation of USMCA? 
Answer. In December 2024, a USMCA panel ruled against Mexico’s ban on biotech 

corn for human consumption. Mexico removed the ban February 5. In July 2022, 
the United States initiated USMCA consultations on measures undermining U.S. 
energy companies. If confirmed, I will actively engage Mexico on improved adher-
ence to the letter and spirit of the USMCA as it heads into review in 2026. 

Question. My home State of Idaho exports a great deal of agricultural goods in-
cluding malt barley, dairy products, and potatoes. Will you ensure American agricul-
tural interests are well-represented in Canada and Mexico? 
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Answer. The State Department will work closely with the U.S. interagency to sup-
port the USMCA review process, which USTR is set to lead. The United States will 
continue to ensure the U.S. economic relationship with Mexico, including our agri-
cultural trade, builds U.S. prosperity. The United States is monitoring the situation 
to ensure transparent and predictable access for U.S. exporters and that require-
ments are based on science. 

Question. Do you pledge to support fully CODELs and STAFFDELs that seek to 
travel to U.S. missions? 

Answer. The State Department supports and encourages congressional travel 
abroad. I understand the importance of meeting foreign counterparts to gain on-the- 
ground insights and cross-cultural perspectives. I also understand Congress’s role 
conducting oversight to ensure taxpayer dollars are spent wisely and further Amer-
ica’s foreign policy. These visits are critical as Members of Congress advocate Amer-
ican values and can convey or echo Mission messages to foreign counterparts. 

Question. Do you agree to support fully any CODEL or STAFFDEL, with excep-
tions only for simultaneous or overlapping visits by the President or First Lady of 
the United States, the Vice President, or the Secretaries of State or Defense? 

Answer. If confirmed, I pledge to work with the Committee to ensure the Depart-
ment is supporting travel to the greatest extent possible to help delegations meet 
their mission objectives and obtain engagements with officials. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RONALD JOHNSON BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. Ambassador Johnson, during your confirmation hearing, you were asked 
about your reaction as U.S. Ambassador to an instance in which President Bukele 
took armed military troops into El Salvador’s legislature. In your response to that 
question, you described the instance, in part, as involving ‘‘a truly peaceful dem-
onstration’’. Can you elaborate on what specific parts of this incident you were char-
acterizing as a ‘‘peaceful demonstration’’ and why you characterized it as such? 

Answer. As I said in my hearing, I do not condone the actions of President Bukele 
on that day. I was in contact with President Bukele prior to his action and I advised 
him against it. 

Question. Do you believe bringing heavily armed military personnel into a Con-
gress or legislature in this manner crosses any democratic redlines? 

Answer. In reference to the events in El Salvador that occurred in February 2020 
while I served as Ambassador, I did not support President Bukele’s actions on that 
day. 

Question. Ambassador Johnson, during your confirmation hearing, you strongly 
agreed with me that it would send a bad message to the Mexican government if the 
United States overlooked corruption activities in the country. Do you commit, if con-
firmed, to ensure that strengthening the rule of law and countering corruption in 
Mexico remains a top priority for the U.S.-Mexican bilateral relationship? 

Answer. A democratic Mexico, with strong, independent institutions that support 
the rule of law, promote predictability, and provide transparency for citizens and 
businesses, remains an enduring U.S. interest. If confirmed, I will commit to work-
ing with the Mexican government to strengthen the rule of law and counter corrup-
tion in Mexico. 

Question. Can you provide additional detail on what rule of law and corruption 
issues in Mexico concern you the most? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Mexican authorities to ensure rule of law 
at the border, including halting and deterring further illegal alien flows. I will work 
with the Mexican government to degrade the cartels that threaten Mexico’s sov-
ereignty and security and poison our communities with fentanyl and other illicit 
drugs. I will also work to ensure U.S. companies and workers are treated fairly as 
we look toward the USMCA review, clearing a path for shared prosperity while safe-
guarding U.S. economic security, including from predatory Chinese trade practices. 

Question. Ambassador Johnson, during your confirmation hearing, you did not 
rule out the possibility of the U.S. military using unilateral military force in Mexico 
without the Mexican government’s consent. Do you believe that the unilateral use 
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of U.S. military force in Mexico in this manner will strengthen U.S. national inter-
ests? 

Answer. I believe that we will be most successful in combatting cartels by working 
cooperatively with the Government of Mexico. That is our preference. However, the 
United States government has no higher priority than protecting the lives of Amer-
ican citizens. These violent transnational groups are taking over our communities, 
sowing violence, and poisoning our families with fentanyl and other drugs. I would 
not presume to limit the options of the President in determining what actions may 
be necessary to protect American citizens and advance the national interests of the 
United States. 

Question. How harmful do you believe the unilateral use of U.S. military force in 
this manner will be to the long-term security relationship between the United 
States and Mexico? 

Answer. Degrading the cartels is an urgent priority for both countries as they 
present a threat to our sovereignty and security. These violent transnational groups 
are taking over our communities, sowing violence, and poisoning our families with 
fentanyl and other drugs. I pledge to work cooperatively with Mexico to secure the 
border, dismantle the cartels, stop the flow of drugs, weapons, and aliens, and ad-
dress the opioid epidemic. Successful cooperation can preserve long term U.S. secu-
rity while avoiding the need to contemplate a unilateral option to do so. At the same 
time, I would not presume to limit the options of the President in determining what 
actions may be necessary to protect American citizens and advance the national in-
terests of the United States. 

Question. Do you commit to consulting with the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee well in advance of any plans to using unilateral U.S. military force in Mex-
ico? 

Answer. While such may fall outside of the scope and purview of the position to 
which I have been nominated, I commit to actively engage with the committee with-
in the bounds set by U.S. law and clearance of the President and Sec. Rubio. 

Question. Ambassador Johnson, data shows that upwards of 70 percent of guns 
recovered from crime scenes in Mexico are U.S. made, and the Mexican government 
has repeatedly stated that arms trafficking from the United States to Mexico is fuel-
ing homicides across the country. Recently, President Sheinbaum secured a commit-
ment from President Trump to strengthen cooperation on addressing this issue. Do 
you agree that failure to address arms trafficking to Mexico would undermine U.S. 
national interests and our bilateral relationship with Mexico? 

Answer. It is in the interest of the United States and Mexico to stop illegal arms 
trafficking and end the scourge of drugs and violence that harms our communities. 
If confirmed, I will work closely with Mexico to address illegal arms trafficking and 
do everything possible to hold cartels accountable. 

Question. What specific actions do you intend to take in partnership with the 
Mexican government to address this issue? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Mexico to reduce the illicit trafficking of 
firearms, ammunition, and explosive devices. This includes increasing cooperative 
efforts to interdict southbound trafficking of firearms, firearms parts, and ammuni-
tion destined for Mexico and identifying opportunities to increase regulatory, inves-
tigative, and prosecutorial capacity to target illicit firearms trafficking. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO RONALD JOHNSON BY SENATOR MIKE LEE 

Question. Cartels have objectively threatened U.S. security by operating on our 
southern border, and an unfortunate strategy they have employed to further their 
objectives is infiltrating Mexican political and economic sectors. With this in mind, 
how can we work to address the cartels’ influence on the Mexican government with-
out infringing on Mexican sovereignty? 

Answer. President Sheinbaum is working with the United States to secure the 
border, dismantle the cartels, halt the trafficking of illicit drugs and weapons, and 
address the opioid epidemic. Mexico has taken actions to advance our shared inter-
ests, including deploying 10,000 National Guard troops to the border, making sig-
nificant seizures of fentanyl and its precursor chemicals, and expelling 29 major car-
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tel leaders to the United States. If confirmed, I will prioritize efforts with our Mexi-
can partners that make the United States safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

Question. The Trump administration has articulated a hard power approach to 
border security and reasserting U.S. hemispheric hegemony, including deploying 
troops to the U.S.-Mexico border. The President also moved to designate several 
Mexican cartels as FTOs, with implementation delegated to the State Department. 
How can these FTO designations, and other tools available to the State Department, 
complement the hard-power aspects of the administration’s approach to border secu-
rity? 

Answer. The cartels threaten the safety of the American people, the security of 
the United States, and the stability of the Western Hemisphere. Designating them 
as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs) and Specially Designated Global Terror-
ists (SDGTs) empowers our law enforcement agencies to criminally prosecute for the 
first time those who provide material support or resources to these organizations. 
FTO designations also prevent these entities from exploiting the U.S. financial sys-
tem. Members and supporters of FTOs and SDGTs ordinarily will be ineligible for 
U.S. visas and admission. 

Question. The Mexican government has filed a lawsuit against American firearms 
manufacturers, alleging complicity in Mexico’s crisis of cartel violence and, subse-
quently, its migration problem. The Supreme Court recently heard this case (Smith 
& Wesson Brands, Inc. v. Estados Unidos Mexicanos). How would you intend to bal-
ance our parallel commercial and security interests in your interactions with the 
Mexican government? 

Answer. In regard to the specific legal case that is under consideration by the 
courts, I will respect the courts’ decisions. The United States and Mexico must deep-
en collaboration to secure borders, stop illegal immigration, and dismantle cartels. 
We must also prevent Mexico from becoming a back door for the PRC to evade tar-
iffs and to protect U.S. workers and businesses from unfair trading practices. The 
agreement to delay tariffs on Mexican goods provides an opportunity to work coop-
eratively on security and economic interests. Mexico is the United States’ largest 
trading partner and President Sheinbaum has prioritized Mexico’s economic rela-
tionship with the United States. 
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