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NOMINATIONS 

THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2026 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10 a.m., in room SD– 

419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. Pete Ricketts presiding. 
Present: Senators Ricketts [presiding], McCormick, Hagerty, 

Cruz, Scott, Coons, Shaheen, Murphy, Kaine, Booker, and Van Hol-
len. 

Senator RICKETTS. The hearing will come to order. We welcome 
our nominees, their families, and our guests in attendance, and we 
are glad to have everyone here watching, as well. 

I want to remind those present that this committee expects deco-
rum. We have a zero tolerance policy for interruptions. So if you 
choose to disrupt this hearing you will be arrested immediately and 
barred from the committee for 1 year. You cannot communicate 
with people on the dais or any of our nominees here. 

Before the Ranking Member and I make our opening remarks we 
have a few members who would like to make some introductions. 
We have Jared Novelly, the nominee for the Ambassador to New 
Zealand, and Senator Schmitt. 

Is Senator Schmitt here? I do not see him yet. 
Frank Garcia, the nominee for Assistant Secretary of State for 

the Bureau of African Affairs, 
Congressman Crawford? Great. Congressman, we are going to go 

ahead and start with you then. 

STATEMENT OF HON. ERIC A. ‘‘RICK’’ CRAWFORD, 
U.S. REPRESENTATIVE FROM ARKANSAS 

Representative CRAWFORD. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appre-
ciate the opportunity to introduce to the committee Mr. Frank Gar-
cia, President Trump’s nominee for the Assistant Secretary of State 
for the Bureau of African Affairs. 

I have had the pleasure of working with Mr. Garcia over the last 
5 years as he served in various senior staff positions on the House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence. He currently serves 
as one of my trusted senior advisors and has been integral in the 
House Intelligence Committee’s efforts. 

Mr. Garcia has committed himself to a life of service to his na-
tion and a 28 year veteran of the United States Navy, where he 
came into service shortly after the fall of Iran. His service included 
time on a U.S. Navy ship escorting tankers through the Strait of 
Hormuz. He served in Desert Shield and Storm, operations in the 
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Gulf of Sidra. Mr. Garcia served as a Tomahawk land attack mis-
sile planner during Operation Deliberate Force, aiding in ending 
the Bosnian genocide and establishing the Dayton Accords. 

He later went on to serve as Chief of Staff for the National Re-
connaissance Office, and for over a decade Mr. Garcia has built an 
extensive expertise on African regional dynamics through extensive 
travel, congressional oversight, and high level engagements. In this 
capacity he helped develop policy approaches addressing the most 
consequential issues facing African nations and U.S. national secu-
rity, translating complex regional dynamics and intelligence in-
sights into actionable oversight priorities. 

Last, I would be remiss not to mention that Mr. Garcia’s daugh-
ter is currently downrange, supporting Operation Epic Fury. She 
serves as the commanding officer of a Virginia National Guard en-
gineering company. We would be grateful for your prayers for her 
safety and the safety of all our brave men and women supporting 
this critical operation and their service to our nation. 

If confirmed, the HPSCI family will be sad to see him go, but we 
could not be any prouder than I am and more confident that he will 
serve in this role with honor and integrity. Mr. Chairman, I am 
confident your committee will give him a proper review, and given 
his extensive and honorable public service, and I cannot rec-
ommend him highly enough. 

With that it is my pleasure to introduce to the committee Mr. 
Frank Garcia. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. Thank you very much, Congressman. 
You are welcome to stay through the entire committee if you would 
like, but I would also not be offended if you said, ‘‘I’ve got other 
things I’ve got to do today, as well,’’ so you are welcome to—— 

Representative CRAWFORD. Respectfully, Mr. Chairman, I have 
got other things I have got to do today, and I appreciate your lati-
tude. Thank you so much. 

Senator RICKETTS. I think Senator Hagerty is on his way for Mr. 
Edgar here. But I am going to go ahead and start with my re-
marks, and then when Senator Hagerty gets here we will let him 
do his introduction. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. PETE RICKETTS, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM NEBRASKA 

Senator RICKETTS. First, I want to thank each of you for your 
willingness to serve our nation. I very much appreciate the de-
mands placed on ambassadors and senior officials are significant, 
and the sacrifices made by their families are real. We are grateful 
for that commitment. 

Each of you would assume a post that sits at a critical intersec-
tion of American foreign policy. Mr. Lipton, the Ambassador to the 
Philippines is one of the most consequential diplomatic assign-
ments in the Indo-Pacific. The Philippines is our oldest treaty ally 
in the region. This year represents the 75th anniversary of our Mu-
tual Defense Treaty, which has helped anchor stability in the re-
gion. In recent years, that relationship has undergone a historic 
transformation. Enhanced defense cooperation, expanded access to 
sites and joint maritime patrols, and a growing interoperability are 
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now a central pillar of our mutual deterrent in the West Philippine 
Sea. 

However, Communist China continues its illegal, aggressive, and 
deceptive activities within the Philippines, especially within their 
Exclusive Economic Zone. 

I see my colleague, Eric Schmitt, has arrived, so I am going to 
stop there for the moment, and Mr. Lipton, I am going to get back 
to talking about the Philippines because this is something I care 
a lot about. But because I know Mr. Schmitt has got a lot of stuff 
to do, I am going to allow him to do his introduction. 

Eric, would you like to go ahead? 

STATEMENT OF HON. ERIC SCHMITT, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM MISSOURI 

Senator SCHMITT. Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Ranking 
Member and other members of the committee. Thank you for the 
opportunity to appear here before you to speak on behalf of my 
friend and fellow Missourian, Mr. Jared Novelly. 

Mr. Novelly, he is being considered for the Ambassadorship to 
New Zealand for the United States of America. He is a native of 
St. Louis. Mr. Novelly is a proud graduate of St. Louis University. 
He also holds a master’s degree from the University of Technology 
Sydney. 

Throughout his career, Mr. Novelly has succeeded in business 
both domestically and internationally. Through his experience, Mr. 
Novelly has developed strong personal and economic relationships 
across both the business and government sectors, including 
throughout the Pacific region. His ties have also given him a deep 
understanding of the economic and political landscape of Oceania. 

Because of his experience in Australia, Mr. Novelly will navigate 
the diplomatic environment with a strong appreciation for the rela-
tionship between Australia and New Zealand and for how that re-
lationship intersects with ongoing cooperation and our interests in 
that region. 

New Zealand is located in a vital strategic region of the South 
Pacific that has become increasingly vital to U.S. national security 
interests. As Communist China seeks to assert itself as the domi-
nant power in the Indo-Pacific, our engagements with allies and 
partners must remain seamless and strong to preserve a free and 
open Indo-Pacific. 

As a Five Eyes intelligence partner, New Zealand shares a spe-
cial relationship with the United States based on common values, 
mutual trust, and a shared understanding of our adversarial 
threats. 

The position of U.S. Ambassador to New Zealand carries enor-
mous responsibility, to safeguard, strengthen, and advance Amer-
ica’s relationship with this important partner while shaping co-
operation in ways that reinforce our broader regional posture. 

I can think of no one better suited for this role than Mr. Novelly. 
As a businessman he brings a clear eyed focus on achieving results 
that will strengthen our relationship with New Zealand while ad-
vancing America’s national security objectives. 

As ambassador, Mr. Novelly will continue working to solidify a 
trade relationship with New Zealand that advances American in-
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terests. American businesses and entrepreneurs will have a strong 
advocate in Wellington in Mr. Novelly. 

On a more personal note, I have known Jared for 20 years. He 
is a very good friend. He is a good man. He is loyal, he is smart, 
and he loves our great country. 

I am proud to have recommended Mr. Novelly for this post to 
President Trump and honored to introduce him before this august 
committee. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Senator RICKETTS. Well, thank you very much, Senator Schmitt, 
and you are welcome to stay for our hearing, but I also know that 
you have got other pressing things. So if you need to depart we will 
understand that, as well. 

Senator SCHMITT. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Hagerty, would you like to introduce 

Mr. Edgar? 

STATEMENT OF HON. BILL HAGERTY, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM TENNESSEE 

Senator HAGERTY. I certainly would. Before I do that I would like 
to thank the Chair and the Ranking Member for holding this meet-
ing and letting us move these Ambassadorial candidates along. 
This is an important role, as we all know, and I very much appre-
ciate your leadership, both of you doing this. 

Members of the committee, it is my honor today to introduce the 
Honorable Troy Edgar, who is President Trump’s nominee to serve 
as the next U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador. Troy is Navy veteran, 
he is an experienced business leader, and he is a seasoned public 
servant who currently serves as Deputy Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity. He brings executive experience, operational expertise, and 
national security leadership skills to this important ambassadorial 
nomination. 

Troy began his career in the United States Navy. Then he built 
a distinguished record in the private sector, first at 
PricewaterhouseCoopers, and later at Boeing, where he served as 
Chief Financial Officer of a division focused on military aircraft lo-
gistics. Troy then founded Global Conductor, advising Fortune 500 
firms in aerospace, defense, and technology on large scale trans-
formation, integration, and modernization efforts. He later served 
as mayor of Los Alamitos, California, demonstrating practical and 
results oriented leadership. 

During President Trump’s first term, he was confirmed by the 
Senate as the Department of Homeland Security’s Chief Financial 
Officer. In that role, he oversaw DHS financial policy and systems 
modernization for a nearly $90 billion budget that supported border 
security, immigration enforcement, and homeland security mis-
sions. He now serves as Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security, 
effectively, the Department’s Chief Operating Officer, helping 
translate policy priorities into clear operational results. 

What uniquely qualifies Troy for this post is his direct experience 
with the core issues shaping U.S.-El Salvador relationships, includ-
ing border security, migration management, and transnational 
criminal organizations. 

Diplomacy depends on execution, trust, and credibility. An am-
bassador must build durable relationships and must translate 



5 

shared interests into concrete results. As former U.S. Ambassador 
to Japan, I understand the trust and judgment this type of role re-
quires. Troy has spent his career earning that trust. 

El Salvador, under President Bukele’s leadership, has become a 
critical partner in combating transnational crime and addressing il-
legal immigration. This is a pivotal opportunity now to deepen our 
cooperation to strengthen regional stability and to advance Amer-
ican security interests. 

Troy Edgar is a proven executive, twice Senate confirmed, na-
tional security leader, and a committed public servant. I am con-
fident he will faithfully represent the United States and strengthen 
our partnership with El Salvador. Mr. Chairman, for that reason 
I strongly encourage my colleagues to support Mr. Edgar’s nomina-
tion. Thank you. 

Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Senator Hagerty. 
Now I will resume my remarks, picking up with the Philippines 

and Communist China’s illegal course of aggressive and deceptive 
activities within the Philippines Exclusive Economic Zone. Both the 
Ranking Member and I had an opportunity to witness that directly 
last year in a trip to the Philippines. And again, this is something 
where Beijing’s dangerous maneuvers, water cannon incidents, and 
intimidation campaigns are part of a sustained pressure strategy 
to intimidate the Philippines to giving up their Exclusive Economic 
Zone. 

The next ambassador must therefore do more than just maintain 
the status quo. This role requires strengthening deterrence, deep-
ening defense coordination, and enhancing resilience. It also re-
quires expanding our economic relationship beyond traditional 
trade flows. This includes prioritizing high tech sectors and supply 
chain security, boosting U.S. investment in semiconductors and in-
frastructure and advancing cooperation in critical minerals. 

We look forward to hearing your remarks, Mr. Lipton. 
Mr. Novelly, New Zealand is both a trusted friend and an in-

creasingly important strategic actor in the Indo-Pacific. It is a Five 
Eyes partner and a strong voice for a free and open region. Wel-
lington has taken meaningful steps to increase defense spending, 
modernize its military capabilities, and engage more deeply in re-
gional security efforts. 

However, the strategic environment is changing rapidly. Com-
munist China has expanded its diplomatic, economic, and military 
footprint in the South Pacific. Recent Chinese maritime exercises 
near Australia and New Zealand underscore the reality that the 
South Pacific is no longer insulated from Beijing’s aggressive reach. 

If confirmed, the ambassador must work to strengthen defense 
coordination, expand cooperation in emerging technologies, and 
strength supply chain security. Additionally, given the post also in-
cludes representing the U.S. in Samoa, the Cook Islands, and Niue, 
they must work to steer Pacific island nations away from Beijing’s 
coercive economic traps. And this, in particular, means being 
present to show them that we are present in the region, Mr. 
Novelly. So you have got a very important role with the Pacific is-
land nations. 

Ms. Roberts, Slovenia is a NATO ally that plays an important 
role in Europe’s security, particularly in the Western Balkans. It 
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contributes to peacekeeping missions and supports European unity 
at a time when Russia’s aggression has reshaped the security land-
scape. 

But alliance credibility depends on burden sharing. Slovenia has 
historically fallen short of NATO’s defense spending benchmarks. 
While Slovenia has just recently hit the 2 percent target agreed to 
back in 2014, it remains well below the alliance’s newly agreed to 
5 percent mark. If confirmed, our Ambassador must make clear our 
expectation that all NATO allies must step up, particularly as the 
threats to European security intensifies. 

Deputy Secretary Edgar, our Ambassador to El Salvador would 
need to take up a post central to the U.S. homeland security. El 
Salvador remains a source and transit point for illegal immigration 
and transnational criminal activity. Gangs like MS–13 have traf-
ficked violence, drugs, and human smuggling networks that reach 
into the United States. The country also sits along key narcotics 
routes, moving cocaine and other illicit drugs northward. Intel-
ligence sharing, extraditions, and dismantling gang infrastructure 
are all areas of cooperation critical to disrupting those pipelines be-
fore they reach our border. 

At the same time, Communist China continues to expand its ten-
tacles into El Salvador. It has invested heavily in construction 
projects while increasing its exports, especially in the automotive 
sector. Our next Ambassador in San Salvador must ensure that 
Beijing’s malign influence is held in check. 

Finally, Mr. Garcia, our next Assistant Secretary for African Af-
fairs will step into this role at a decisive moment. Conflict across 
the continent is deepening, and in some cases becoming struc-
turally entrenched. As the civil war in Sudan enters its third year, 
the two warring factions remain locked in a deadly civil war. Medi-
ation efforts have so far failed to get the Sudanese Armed Forces, 
the SAF, and Rapid Support Forces, RSF, to halt their violence. All 
the while, hundreds of thousands of civilians have been killed, and 
millions have been displaced in what has become the worst human-
itarian crisis in the world. 

In Central Africa, President Trump deserves immense credit for 
brokering the Washington Accords to achieve peace between Rwan-
da and the DRC. However, as recent actions by the Administration 
reflect, more must be done to ensure both parties adhere to their 
commitments. 

Additionally, terrorism on the continent, particularly in the 
Sahel and the Horn of Africa, remain a critical global security 
threat. Christians continue to be persecuted and killed by Islamic 
Jihadists in Nigeria, while Al-Shabaab, one of Al Qaeda’s strongest 
and most successful affiliates, has proven resilient despite the in-
creased counterterror operations. 

At the same time, Communist China is now Africa’s largest trad-
ing partner and a major creditor. It has embedded itself through 
infrastructure financing, resource extraction, and arms sales and 
strategic access agreements. We cannot afford Communist China to 
be the only game in town. 

I thank each of you for your willingness to serve and look for-
ward to your testimoneys. And with that I will now turn it over to 
the distinguished Ranking Member for his remarks. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. CHRISTOPHER A. COONS, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM DELAWARE 

Senator COONS. Thank you, Senator Ricketts. Thank you both for 
your partnership on this committee and your friendship beyond it. 
We were at an important dinner together last night about the fu-
ture of our support for Ukraine, one of our most important alli-
ances. 

I largely agree with the comments you have just made about Slo-
venia, about the Philippines, about Africa, so I will focus on one or 
two points. 

And I want to start by thanking all of you for your willingness 
to serve, for the impact it will have on you and your families. I am 
well aware of the dislocation involved in moving to a whole other 
country, and I suspect most of you have been sustained in your ca-
reers of service so far by your families. So to the families who are 
present or watching, thank you, and know that I respect and ap-
preciate those who serve in our State Department and all who 
serve our nation at home and abroad. And we will be praying for 
your daughter and her safety. 

In the last few months, I have traveled broadly. The Senator 
mentioned our trip together to the Philippines and Taiwan, just in 
the last few weeks to Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, Denmark, 
Ukraine, Moldova. Everywhere I go, I have seen the unfortunate 
consequences on ways in which the Trump administration has 
pushed away our allies, whether through tariff disagreements, hec-
toring them about values and priorities, such that they are now 
questioning our reliability and the benefits of partnering with us. 
In particular, the unhinged threat to try and acquire Greenland 
from Denmark, a trusted NATO ally, has really undermined our re-
lations in Europe, and ones which will need close attending to. 

Ambassadors for the United States globally are key to maintain-
ing and growing our relationships, to pushing back on competitors 
like Communist China in Africa and in the Philippines, or to hold-
ing closer NATO allies like Slovenia, working in the South Pacific 
with Pacific island nations, and our longstanding Five Eyes part-
ner, New Zealand, or working with our hemispheric partner, El 
Salvador. So I am grateful for those who lead our posts around the 
world, and I am glad for the opportunity to hear from all of you 
today. 

It is striking that having embarked on a war of choice in Iran 
and turn nearly the entire Middle East into the war zone, we do 
not have confirmed ambassadors serving in Saudi Arabia, in UAE, 
in Qatar, in Egypt, in Kuwait, in Libya, Iraq, Algeria. I could list 
many others. Virtually all of those are places where Americans are 
currently stranded and where we are relying deeply on our part-
ners for support as they seek to evacuate. 

Meanwhile, several of those ambassadors are failing at this core 
responsibility of keeping Americans safe abroad and are simply 
saying ‘‘your government cannot help you.’’ Better planning—better 
planning—for a war of choice could have avoided this chaotic evac-
uation from the region. 

Equally shocking to me is how long it has taken for the Adminis-
tration to put forward nominees. I think the Administration is try-
ing to conduct diplomacy without diplomats, and to instead use 
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special envoys. I was quite struck that there were dozens of career 
ambassadors, for example, in the Philippines, but broadly across 
Africa, confirmed career ambassadors abruptly recalled, and vir-
tually no one nominated in their place. We have more vacancies in 
Africa than anywhere else, and lacking confirmed ambassadors, as 
you all know, means that you do not get access at the same level 
to another government. A chargé d’affaires is just not respected 
and treated the same way, both internally and externally. 

And I frankly think that this turmoil abroad and the distance 
from our allies and partners matches a lot of what is happening at 
home. I am particularly concerned about the trajectory of immigra-
tion enforcement within the United States, and I bluntly think it 
is shameful the Administration has chosen as our representative to 
El Salvador the same person who has overseen what I view as the 
most heinous episodes of the first stages of that, including illegally 
deporting 250 Venezuelans, most with no criminal records, to the 
CECOT Prison in El Salvador. 

I will be pressing you, Mr. Edgar, on the specifics—what hap-
pened, what you knew about, what you think should be our ac-
countability for it, and why you think you are the right person to 
strengthen our standing in that region of the world. 

We have a lot to talk about today. I appreciate the opportunity 
to work with my friend and the Chairman of this hearing, and 
again, I appreciate all of your willingness to serve. Thank you. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. Thank you so much. I appreciate the 
Ranking Member for helping us get this hearing going so we can 
get some more of these ambassadors done. 

With that we will allow the nominees here to be able to give an 
introduction. I would ask all of you to keep your introductions to 
5 minutes or less. 

And Mr. Garcia, we are going to go ahead and start with you. 

STATEMENT OF FRANK GARCIA, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. GARCIA. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and members of the 

committee, I am honored to appear before you today as President 
Trump’s nominee for Assistant Secretary of State for the Bureau 
of African Affairs. I appreciate the time you and your staff have 
given me, and if confirmed, I look forward to working with you. 

If confirmed, I will advance America First priorities on the Afri-
can continent and ensure our engagement is disciplined, strategic, 
and firmly rooted in the protection of core U.S. national interests, 
as outlined in the National Security Strategy. 

On a personal note, I am thankful my sister Terri is here. I know 
our brother Michael and our parents are smiling down from heav-
en. They taught us three lifelong tenets: God, family, and country. 
As part of the Greatest Generation, they served as a Navy nurse 
and an Army technical sergeant. They didn’t talk about service; 
they lived it. 

I also want to thank my wife Bridget and our seven children and 
eight grandchildren for their love and support. There’s a country 
song, ‘‘Thank God for Unanswered Prayers.’’ Today I thank God for 
answered prayers: Bridget, you and our family are that answer for 



9 

me. And for anyone wondering how to thrive with seven children 
and eight grandchildren two words: zone defense. 

I served in the U.S. Navy for 28 years, with many assignments 
in the AFRICOM area of responsibility. My first touch on the con-
tinent was as a junior officer visiting the port of Mombasa, Kenya, 
which sparked a fascination with Africa that has stayed with me. 
I currently serve on the House Intelligence Committee, or HPSCI, 
where for nearly 15 years I have focused on Africa, traveling fre-
quently with members and staff. Thank you, Team HPSCI, past 
and present. 

My time in Africa left an indelible mark: peace is precious, and 
it is not maintained by hope alone. That is why I embrace Presi-
dent Trump’s National Security Strategy of Peace through 
Strength. Strength guided by principle and paired with credible di-
plomacy, deters aggression, which protects the innocent and creates 
space for human dignity to flourish. If confirmed, I will bring that 
same sense of duty to the work ahead. 

For too long, U.S. policy in Africa has emphasized aid and de-
pendency, with open ended commitments and a focus on spreading 
divisive ideologies. This Administration has reset this relationship 
toward trade and investment for mutual benefit. Many African 
partners have welcomed a pragmatic approach that prioritizes op-
portunity and cooperation over lectures. If confirmed, I will ensure 
our policy is guided by a realistic calculation of costs, risks, and 
benefits to U.S. interests. 

The continent is at a strategic inflection point where lasting 
prosperity hinges on secure, representative governments and their 
selection of reliable partners. A healthy, well educated work force 
paired with abundant natural resources can create opportunities 
that benefit both African nations and the United States. 

With opportunity comes risk, especially when governance fails to 
provide the security and judicial framework that prosperity re-
quires. President Trump and Secretary Rubio recognize that peace 
is the foundation of growth, and have moved aggressively to sup-
port peace efforts in troubled areas across Africa. 

Instability in regions such as the Sahel and North Africa poses 
a direct risk to U.S. interests and citizens. Our counterterrorism ef-
forts will remain focused on preventing attacks against the home-
land and U.S. interests. We will build reciprocal relationships with 
key partners to degrade transnational threats from ISIS and Al 
Qaeda affiliates, and work with allies to promote stability. African 
nations must play a greater role in protecting their own regions, 
with the United States supporting local leadership, and not sub-
stituting for it. 

If confirmed, I will ensure every dollar the United States invests 
in Africa advances our national security and economic priorities. 
Our approach will be disciplined and results driven, applying Sec-
retary Rubio’s principle of privileging trade over aid, opportunity 
over dependency, and investment over assistance. 

Members of the committee, thank you for your consideration and 
for the time, energy, and focus you and your staff devote to Africa. 
I look forward to your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Garcia follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Frank Garcia 

Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and Members of the Committee—I 
am honored to appear before you today as President Trump’s nominee for Assistant 
Secretary of State for the Bureau of African Affairs. I appreciate the time you and 
your staff have given me and, if confirmed, I look forward to working with you. 

If confirmed, I will advance America First priorities on the African continent and 
ensure our engagement is disciplined, strategic, and firmly rooted in the protection 
of core U.S. national interests, as outlined in the National Security Strategy. 

On a personal note, I’m thankful my sister Terri is here. I know our brother Mi-
chael and our parents are smiling down from heaven. They taught us three lifelong 
tenets: God, family, and country. As part of the Greatest Generation, they served 
as a Navy nurse and an Army technical sergeant. They didn’t talk about service, 
they lived it. 

I also want to thank my wife, Bridget, and our seven children and eight grand-
children for their love and support. There’s a country song, ‘‘Thank God for Unan-
swered Prayers.’’ Today I simply thank God for answered prayers: Bridget and our 
family are that answer for me. And for anyone wondering how to thrive with seven 
children and eight grandchildren: zone defense. 

I served in the U.S. Navy for 28 years, with many assignments in the AFRICOM 
area of responsibility. My first touch on the continent was as a junior officer visiting 
the port of Mombasa, Kenya, which sparked a fascination with Africa that has 
stayed with me. I currently serve on the House Intelligence Committee for nearly 
15 years of focus Africa, traveling frequently with Members and staff. Thank you, 
Team HPSCI, past and present. 

My time in Africa left an indelible mark: peace is precious, and it is not main-
tained by hope alone. That is why I embrace President Trump’s National Security 
Strategy of Peace through Strength. Strength, guided by principle and paired with 
credible diplomacy, deters aggression, protects the innocent, and creates space for 
human dignity to flourish. If confirmed, I will bring that same sense of duty to the 
work ahead. 

For too long, U.S. policy in Africa has emphasized aid and dependency, with open- 
ended commitments and a focus on spreading divisive ideologies. President Trump 
and Secretary Rubio have reset this relationship toward trade and investment for 
mutual benefit. Many African partners have welcomed a pragmatic approach that 
prioritizes opportunity and cooperation over lectures. If confirmed, I will ensure our 
policy is guided by a realistic calculation of costs, risks, and benefits to U.S. inter-
ests. 

By 2050, one quarter of the world’s population will be African. The continent is 
at a strategic inflection point where lasting prosperity hinges on a secure, represent-
ative government and the selection of reliable partners. A healthy, better educated 
workforce, paired with abundant natural resources, can create opportunities that 
benefit both African nations and the United States. The Lobito Corridor model ad-
vanced by the Trump Administration is one example, promising increased trade, 
jobs, and investment. If confirmed, we will build on this momentum by prioritizing 
U.S. investment in high-return sectors where partnership can help make America 
safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

With opportunity comes risk, especially when governance fails to provide the secu-
rity and judicial framework that prosperity requires. President Trump and Sec-
retary Rubio recognize that peace is the foundation of growth and have moved ag-
gressively to support peace efforts in troubled areas across Africa. The Washington 
Accords for Peace and Prosperity that brought together the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and Rwanda, ending more than 30 years of conflict, are historic. The 
United States will remain steadfast in supporting these accords and in holding the 
parties to their commitments. 

Instability in regions such as the Sahel and North Africa, fueled by illicit traf-
ficking and terrorist expansion, poses direct risks to U.S. interests and citizens. Our 
counterterrorism efforts will remain focused on preventing attacks against the 
homeland and U.S. interests. We will build reciprocal relationships with key part-
ners to degrade transnational threats from ISIS and al-Qaeda affiliates, engage re-
gional governments, and work with allies to promote stability. African nations must 
play a greater role in protecting their own regions, with the United States sup-
porting local leadership, not substituting for it. 

If confirmed, I will ensure every dollar the United States invests in Africa ad-
vances our national security and economic priorities. All assistance, including life-
saving health and humanitarian efforts, will be focused, strategic, and aligned with 
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U.S. interests. Our approach will be disciplined and results-driven, applying Sec-
retary Rubio’s principle of privileging trade over aid, opportunity over dependency, 
and investment over assistance. 

Members of the Committee, thank you for your consideration and for the time, 
energy, and focus you and your staff devote to Africa. I look forward to your ques-
tions. 

Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Mr. Garcia. 
Mr. Lipton, would you like to do your introduction, please. 

STATEMENT OF LEE LIPTON, OF FLORIDA, TO BE AMBAS-
SADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF THE 
PHILIPPINES 
Mr. LIPTON. Thank you. 
Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and distinguished 

members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear 
before you. I am deeply honored to be President Trump’s nominee 
to serve as the next United States Ambassador to the Republic of 
the Philippines. I appreciate your time and consideration. 

I would also like to recognize my wife and soulmate of more than 
45 years, Erika, and our amazing sons, Max and Dylan. Their 
steadfast love and support have sustained me throughout my ca-
reer in business and public service. If my parents were alive today, 
they would be beyond proud to see me sit before you. 

Over the course of my 50 year professional career, I have led 
businesses in the culinary and fashion industries, built inter-
national partnerships, created jobs, mentored young professionals, 
and navigated complex regulatory environments. I look forward to 
utilizing these skills to the benefit of the American and Filipino 
people. I developed a lasting respect for the Philippines during my 
early visits manufacturing clothing there. I was deeply impressed 
by the Philippine people’s energy, resilience, and strong sense of 
family and community. 

Community and coalition have defined my personal life and my 
public service. While my career began in the private sector, over 
the past year I have had an incredible opportunity in Washington 
to participate in this Administration’s humanitarian and diplomatic 
processes. As a member of the Holocaust Board, and guided by my 
faith, I have worked to preserve memories, define human dignity, 
and confront hatred. 

At the State Department, as Interim Permanent Representative 
and Chief of Staff of the U.N. mission to the Organization of Amer-
ican States, I have worked to advance American interests through 
principled engagement and interagency collaboration. I also had 
the opportunity to build relationships with diplomats from across 
the Western Hemisphere, reinforcing my belief that strong alli-
ances are sustained through consistent engagement and institu-
tional trust. 

If confirmed, I will carry forward that spirit of engagement and 
trust to Embassy Manila, relying on the expertise of our embassy 
staff, our colleagues at the Department of War, ASEAN representa-
tive, and allies and partners across the Indo-Pacific. My goal would 
be to deepen U.S.-Philippine security cooperation, strengthen sup-
ply chains, advance the Luzon Economic Corridor and our energy 
initiates as well as promote fair and reciprocal trade. 
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In closing, I would like to assure you that I approach this nomi-
nation with humility and resolve to uphold our ironclad alliance 
with the Philippines, particularly the Mutual Defense Treaty, as 
well as advance the safety, strength, and prosperity of the United 
States at a time of great consequence in the Western Pacific. 

Thank you again for your time and consideration. I look forward 
to your questions. 
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NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Lipton follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Lee Lipton 

Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and distinguished Members of the 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today. I am deeply 
honored to be President Trump’s nominee to serve as the next United States Ambas-
sador to the Republic of the Philippines. I appreciate your time and consideration. 

I would also like to recognize my wife and soulmate of more than 45 years, Erika, 
and our amazing sons, Max and Dylan. Their steadfast love and support have sus-
tained me throughout my career in business and public service. If my parents were 
alive today, they would be beyond proud to see me sit before you. 

Over the course of my 50-year professional career, I have led businesses in the 
culinary and fashion industries, built international partnerships, created jobs, 
mentored young professionals, and navigated complex regulatory environments. I 
look forward to utilizing these skills to the benefit of the American and Filipino peo-
ple. I developed a lasting respect for the country during my early visits to the Phil-
ippines as an entrepreneur, manufacturing clothing decades ago. I was deeply im-
pressed by the Filipino people’s energy, resilience, and strong sense of family and 
community. 

Community and people-to-people ties have always mattered to me. The Phil-
ippines has a word that captures that spirit—bayanihan [buy-yaan-nee-haan]— 
working together for the common good. With more than 27 billion dollars in bilat-
eral trade in 2025, roughly 375,000 Americans residing in the Philippines, and ap-
proximately 5 million Filipinos and Filipino-Americans contributing to communities 
across the United States, our countries are linked in ways that extend far beyond 
security cooperation and veterans affairs. 

Filipino-Americans are among the largest Asian American groups in the U.S. mili-
tary, serving across various branches. According to recent estimates, there are 
around 15,000 active-duty Filipino-American service members in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. If confirmed, I would work to expand collaboration in the other areas where 
our interests align—healthcare, education, semiconductors, critical minerals, energy, 
infrastructure, humanitarian assistance and disaster response, tourism, and sports 
diplomacy, just to name a few—while ensuring that our economic relationship re-
mains fair and reciprocal. 

Bringing people together and building coalitions has defined my personal life and 
my public service. While my career began in the private sector, over the past year, 
I have had an incredible opportunity in Washington to participate in this adminis-
tration’s humanitarian and diplomatic processes. As a member of the Holocaust 
Board, I have worked to preserve memories, defend human dignity, and confront ha-
tred. Guided by my faith, I have built partnerships that are grounded in shared 
principles. 

At the State Department, serving at the U.S. Mission to the Organization of 
American States, I have worked alongside dedicated Foreign Service Officers and 
civil servants committed to advancing American interests through principled en-
gagement. During my tenure as Interim Permanent Representative and Chief of 
Staff at the Mission, I saw firsthand the importance of disciplined coordination, 
interagency collaboration, and accountability in translating policy into results. I also 
had the opportunity to build working relationships with diplomats from across the 
Western Hemisphere, reinforcing my belief that strong alliances are sustained 
through consistent engagement and institutional trust. 

In many respects, the Philippines connects regions. Its ties span centuries and re-
flect the breadth of American engagement and influence across both the Pacific and 
the Western Hemisphere. Present-day partnerships in commerce, defense, edu-
cation, entertainment, and cuisine demonstrate how longstanding exchanges have 
matured into the multifaceted power and cooperation we enjoy today. And as this 
year’s Chair of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the Philippines 
will play an elevated role in promoting our shared interests among the United 
States and all of Southeast Asia. 

If confirmed, I will carry forward that spirit of partnership to Embassy Manila, 
relying on the expertise of our embassy staff, our colleagues at the Department of 
War, our allies and partners, ASEAN counterparts, and other representatives from 
the region who work to support an open, prosperous, and secure Indo-Pacific. My 
goal will be to deepen U.S.-Philippine security cooperation, strengthen supply 
chains, advance the Luzon Economic Corridor initiative, and promote fair and trans-
parent trade through close and continuing engagements with this Committee, the 
U.S. Interagency, and our Philippine Allies. 
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In closing, I would like to assure you that I approach this nomination with humil-
ity and seriousness, and with an unwavering resolve to uphold our ironclad alliance 
with the Philippines, including our shared commitments under the Mutual Defense 
Treaty, as well as advance the safety, strength, and prosperity of the United States 
at a time of great consequence in the Indo-Pacific. 

Thank you again for your time and consideration. I look forward to your ques-
tions. 

Senator BOOKER. Mr. Chairman, may I respectfully ask, obvi-
ously the people before us, should they be confirmed are going to 
do seriously important work for our nation. But they cannot be suc-
cessful without their families. When the individuals call out their 
families I am hoping maybe the families can identify themselves, 
because I know factually about Mr. Lipton that he married some-
body way better than him. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator BOOKER. And that I know also his sons, I think one is 

here, is going to be even greater than their father. The apples are 
not falling very far from the tree in that case. 

Mr. LIPTON. All right. Thank you, sir. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Booker, having been recently married 

yourself, you should know that we all marry up. 
Senator BOOKER. I actually know Senator Shaheen’s husband. 

He married up in the case of Senator Shaheen. But you and Mr. 
Coons definitely did marry up. 

Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Mr. Lipton. 
Ms. Roberts, please, your introduction. 

STATEMENT OF ASEL ROBERTS, OF VIRGINIA, NOMINATED TO 
BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
SLOVENIA 

Ms. ROBERTS. Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and 
distinguished members of this committee, I am honored to appear 
before you as President Trump’s nominee to be the United States 
Ambassador to the Republic of Slovenia. I am truly grateful to the 
President and Secretary Rubio for placing their confidence in me 
to fulfill the important duties and responsibilities of this position. 

I also want to thank everybody who has supported me during my 
two decade career at the U.S. Department of State, which has led 
to this appointment. My parents, my sister, my in-laws in Buffalo, 
New York, and most of all my spouse and daughter. 

I also want to thank my colleagues in the Office of the Chief of 
Protocol who have worked diligently with me to promote U.S. inter-
ests for the last two decades. Without these people, I would not 
have the opportunity to be before you today. 

I was born in the Soviet Union, but I spent most of my adult life 
in the United States thanks to President Ronald Reagan and his 
efforts to end the cold war. At the age of 15, I first came to the 
United States as an exchange student, subsequently graduating 
from both high school and university in America. These experiences 
instilled in me a strong belief in the American Dream and the crit-
ical importance of the United States in the world, sentiments that 
have inspired my work at the U.S. Department and have prepared 
me for the duties for which I have been nominated as the U.S. Am-
bassador to the Republic of Slovenia. 
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Through my work in the Office of the Chief of Protocol, I have 
learned the art of diplomacy by organizing hundreds of high level 
diplomatic meetings for six different presidential administrations. 
Having served for a full year as the Acting Chief, I also know how 
to run a complex and large unit within the State Department, and 
I am fully confident in my abilities to fulfill the duties and respon-
sibilities of representing the United States abroad and to efficiently 
manage an embassy. 

It would also be a great honor to fulfill these duties in the Re-
public of Slovenia, which is an important friend and ally to the 
United States. Slovenia and the United States share a close rela-
tionship rooted in our shared interests, democratic values, eco-
nomic ties, and a longstanding defense cooperation as NATO allies. 
If confirmed, I will work to ensure that Slovenia meets NATO de-
fense spending and capability commitments as well as continues to 
fulfill its critical role in the deterrence and defense of the Euro-At-
lantic region. 

I will also prioritize the safety and well being of U.S. citizens, 
will advocate for American economic security, balanced trade, and 
fair treatment for U.S. businesses. Additionally, I will continue to 
push for greater economic cooperation in trade between our coun-
tries. 

It would be an honor to serve as the U.S. Ambassador to the Re-
public of Slovenia. Thank you for your time and consideration. I 
look forward to your questions. 
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NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 
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[The prepared statement of Ms. Roberts follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Asel Roberts 

Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and distinguished Members of this 
committee: 

I am honored to appear before you as President Trump’s nominee to be the United 
States Ambassador to the Republic of Slovenia. I am truly grateful to President 
Trump and Secretary Rubio for placing their confidence in me to fulfill the impor-
tant duties and responsibilities of this position. 

I also want to thank everybody who has supported me during the last 20 years 
of my career at the U.S. Department of State, which has led me to this appoint-
ment. This includes first and foremost my family. I want to thank my parents for 
always believing in me, my in-laws for welcoming me into their extended family in 
Buffalo, NY, my spouse for supporting me every step of the way, and my daughter 
who has inspired me every day for the last 10 years. I also want to thank my col-
leagues in the Office of the Chief of Protocol who have worked diligently with me 
to promote U.S. interests through dozens of multilateral and bilateral meetings as 
well as at summits, state visits, and U.N. General Assembly Meetings. Without 
these people, I would not have the opportunity to be before you today. 

I was born in the Soviet Union in what is today the Republic of Kazakhstan at 
a time of great global change. Yet, I was fortunate enough to spend most of my 
adult life in the United States, something I could never have done if it had not been 
for President Ronald Reagan and his efforts to end the cold war. As a high school 
student at the age of 15, I was able to take advantage of a U.S. government-funded 
student exchange program and study at high schools in Arizona and Vermont. This 
prepared me to gain admittance into and complete university in the United States. 
I could not have accomplished that journey in any country other than the United 
States, and it instilled in me a strong belief in the American dream and the critical 
importance of the U.S. in the world. I have applied this inspiration to my work 
throughout my career, which has been dedicated to supporting U.S. foreign policy 
and national interests abroad. Having worked for two decades in the U.S. State De-
partment, my career has uniquely prepared me for the duties for which I have been 
nominated as the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Slovenia. 

Through my work in the Office of the Chief of Protocol, I have been involved in 
organizing hundreds of high-level diplomatic meetings for six different Presidential 
administrations and, as a result, have gained a strong understanding of how to com-
municate both high-level foreign policy priorities and bilateral concerns with our 
international counterparts. Additionally, I have worked closely throughout my ca-
reer with Foreign Service officers and locally employed embassy staff in multiple 
countries to coordinate high-level visits. Having served for a full year as the Acting 
Chief of Protocol of the United States, I also have strong experience running a com-
plex and large unit within the State Department, including familiarity with budget 
management, personnel matters, and leadership. Throughout these experiences, the 
goal of advancing U.S. interests has always been the motivating force behind my 
work. I am fully confident in my abilities to fulfill the duties and responsibilities 
of representing the United States abroad and to effectively manage an embassy. It 
would also be a great honor to fulfill these duties in the Republic of Slovenia, which 
is an important friend and ally to the United States. 

Slovenia and the United States share a close relationship rooted in our shared in-
terests, democratic values, economic ties, and our longstanding defense cooperation. 
Slovenia has made impressive contributions in regional and global efforts to bolster 
stability and peace. It has proven itself to be a friend of the United States and a 
reliable NATO ally. 

I will work to ensure Slovenia’s strong commitment to stability and security re-
mains steadfast. This includes efforts to meet NATO defense spending and capa-
bility commitments. If confirmed, I will work to ensure Slovenia remains a critical 
part of the deterrence and defense of the Euro-Atlantic region. 

Slovenia’s strategic location at the crossroads between Central Europe and the 
Western Balkans also presents opportunities to deepen Transatlantic trade, one of 
the pillars of the global economy and American prosperity. Slovenia has a small but 
dynamic economy, with a skilled labor force and some of the best engineers in the 
world. Despite its small market size, Slovenia has established itself as a hotspot for 
cutting-edge industries. Its science and tech sectors show particular promise. There 
are also critical opportunities to build on our two countries’ close cooperation on ci-
vilian nuclear energy. 

If confirmed, I will prioritize the safety and well-being of U.S. citizens. I will also 
advocate for American economic security, balanced trade, and fair treatment for 
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U.S. businesses. Additionally, I will continue to push for greater economic coopera-
tion between our countries. 

I view this nomination as an opportunity to work diligently to deepen our rela-
tionship with Slovenia and to help make America safer, stronger, and more pros-
perous. 

It would be an honor to serve as the U.S. Ambassador to the Republic of Slovenia. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. Thank you, Ms. Roberts. 
Deputy Secretary Edgar, your introduction, please. 

STATEMENT OF THE HON. TROY EDGAR, OF CALIFORNIA, TO 
BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
EL SALVADOR 

Mr. EDGAR. Great. 
Good morning. Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and 

distinguished members of the committee, thank you for the oppor-
tunity to appear before you today. I am deeply honored by the 
President’s nomination to serve as United States Ambassador for 
the Republic of El Salvador. 

I want to introduce and thank my wife Betty for being here 
today. 

Thank you, love. 
I am grateful to my family for their steadfast support and to the 

people I have had the privilege to serve alongside throughout my 
career. 

Representing the United States abroad is among the highest re-
sponsibilities our nation can bestow, and I approach this nomina-
tion with humility, seriousness of purpose, and respect for the 
statutorily mandated role of this committee. 

El Salvador is one of our most important partners in the Western 
Hemisphere. Our nations are bound by geography, shared security 
interests, and enduring ties, including a vibrant Salvadoran Amer-
ican community that strengthens our country every day. The bilat-
eral relationship sits at the intersection of critical U.S. priorities 
including migration management, counternarcotics cooperation, 
economic growth, democratic governance, and regional stability. In 
many ways, how we work with El Salvador will help shape broader 
patterns of cooperation and stability across Central America. 

If confirmed, my mandate will be clear: to faithfully represent 
the President and the United States, to advance American national 
security and economic interests, and to strengthen cooperation with 
the government and people of El Salvador in ways that produce 
tangible results for both nations. 

Effective diplomacy requires resolve and respect in equal meas-
ure. If confirmed, I will engage directly and candidly with Salva-
doran leadership, including President Bukele, to deepen coopera-
tion against transnational criminal organizations, to expand eco-
nomic opportunity, and reinforce the importance of strong institu-
tions, rule of law, and accountable governance. 

Throughout my career, including my time as the Deputy Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, I have focused on institutional integ-
rity, operational discipline, and supporting the professionals that 
were entrusted with executing our nation’s policies. 
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If confirmed, my full attention will be devoted to leading our mis-
sion in San Salvador with professionalism, clarity of purpose, and 
full accountability to this committee and to the American people. 

I welcome your guidance and oversight, and I look forward to 
your questions. Thank you. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Edgar follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Hon. Troy Edgar 

Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and distinguished Members of the 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear before you today. I am deeply 
honored by the President’s nomination to serve as United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of El Salvador. 

I want to introduce and thank my wife Betty for being here today. I am grateful 
to my family for their steadfast support and to the people I have had the privilege 
to serve alongside throughout my career. Representing the United States abroad is 
among the highest responsibilities our nation can bestow, and I approach this nomi-
nation with humility, seriousness of purpose, and respect for the statutorily man-
dated role of this Committee. 

El Salvador is one of our most important partners in the Western Hemisphere. 
Our nations are bound by geography, shared security interests, and enduring ties, 
including a vibrant Salvadoran American community that strengthens our country 
every day. The bilateral relationship sits at the intersection of critical U.S. priorities 
including combating illegal immigration, counternarcotics and law enforcement co-
operation, economic growth, democracy, and regional stability. In many ways, how 
we work with El Salvador will help shape broader patterns of cooperation and sta-
bility across Central America and throughout the Hemisphere. 

If confirmed, my mandate will be clear: to faithfully represent the President and 
the United States, to advance American national security and economic interests, 
and to strengthen cooperation with the government and people of El Salvador in 
ways that produce tangible results for both nations. 

Effective diplomacy requires resolve and respect in equal measures. If confirmed, 
I will engage directly with Salvadoran leadership, including President Bukele, to 
deepen cooperation against transnational criminal organizations and foreign ter-
rorist organizations and expand mutual economic opportunity. 

Throughout my career, including as Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security, I 
have focused on institutional integrity, operational discipline, and supporting the 
professionals entrusted with executing our nation’s policies. 

If confirmed, my full attention will be devoted to leading our mission in San Sal-
vador with professionalism, clarity of purpose, and full accountability to this Com-
mittee and to the American people. 

I welcome your guidance and oversight, and I look forward to your questions. 
Thank you. 

Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Deputy Secretary. 
And last but not least, Mr. Novelly. 

STATEMENT OF JARED NOVELLY, OF MISSOURI, TO BE AM-
BASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO NEW ZEALAND, AND 
TO SERVE CONCURRENTLY AND WITHOUT ADDITIONAL 
COMPENSATION AS AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO 
THE INDEPENDENT STATE OF SAMOA, THE COOK ISLANDS, 
AND NIUE 

Mr. NOVELLY. Thank you Chairman, Ranking Member, and dis-
tinguished members of this committee for the opportunity to ap-
pear before you today. It is an honor to be nominated as United 
States Ambassador to New Zealand, the Independent State of 
Samoa, the Cook Islands, and Niue. 

What may be lost on many of us in the private sector is the level 
of dedication that can be witnessed by those in government. During 
the lead up to this hearing, I have been exposed to a number of 
wonderful, bright, and dedicated people in the State Department, 
and I can honestly tell you that I have been incredibly impressed 
by the almost selfless determination that I have witnessed. I wish 
to express my admiration for all of those who have helped me by 
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thanking them for their service, and to also thank my friend, Sen-
ator Schmitt. 

So too must I express my admiration for all of the members of 
this committee for your service as well. If confirmed, I hope to, at 
least, match the dedication to the American people manifested by 
each of you members of this committee. Thank you for your service, 
and I look forward to serving our country with a similar zeal that 
I have witnessed. 

If confirmed as ambassador, I will work tirelessly to advance 
President Trump’s and Secretary Rubio’s foreign policies. In ad-
vancing the President’s agenda, we have few better partners than 
New Zealand. The government of New Zealand consistently sup-
ports our goals in the region and beyond. 

If confirmed, I will do everything in my power to take our rela-
tionship to new heights. Specifically, I intend to focus on three pri-
orities. Number one is partnering with New Zealand, Samoa, Cook 
Islands, and Niue to promote a free and open Pacific. Number two 
is expanding our defense partnership with New Zealand. And num-
ber three is promoting opportunities for U.S. business entities. 

Few countries understand the darkening security environment in 
the Pacific better than New Zealand. Last February, China con-
ducted live fire exercises in the Tasman Sea. I was in the region 
at the time, and it was very concerning. The exercises led to flight 
diversions and represented an example of alarming, even desta-
bilizing behavior in the Pacific. 

If confirmed, I would prioritize expanding our defense partner-
ship with New Zealand. 

I know the critical role our embassies and consulates play in en-
suring a fair playing field for U.S. entities. Whether it be through 
tearing down trade barriers or opening new markets, all businesses 
will have a friend in the ambassador’s office if I am confirmed. 

In Samoa in recent years, the government in Apia has adopted 
a prudent approach to managing relations with the West and 
China, taking on foreign debt with caution. If confirmed, I would 
encourage the government in Samoa to continue this approach and 
ensure it is never pressured into a deal that would compromise its 
sovereignty. 

In the Cook Islands, establishment of formal diplomatic relations 
in 2023 enabled us to take our longstanding relationship to the 
next level. If confirmed, I would expand our collaboration with local 
authorities to promote the responsible development of seabed min-
eral resources. The Cook Islands’ EEZ contains possibly the largest 
cobalt deposit in the world, a key component in batteries and high 
strength alloys. A strong partnership with the Cook Islands means 
a strong supply chain of critical minerals. This is good for all par-
ties. 

In Niue, I would likewise focus on strengthening our bilateral re-
lationship. We have, and under my watch will continue to, closely 
engage with Niue on economic, cultural, and other programs. I 
hope to continue to grow this relationship. 

Thank you for considering my nomination, and I look forward to 
your questions. 
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[The prepared statement of Mr. Novelly follows:] 

Prepared Statement of Jared Novelly 

Thank you Chairman Ricketts, Ranking Member Coons, and distinguished Mem-
bers of this Committee for the opportunity to appear before you today. It is an honor 
to be nominated as United States Ambassador to New Zealand, the Independent 
State of Samoa, the Cook Islands, and Niue. 

What may be lost on many of us in the private sector is the level of dedication 
that can be witnessed by those in government. During the lead up to this hearing, 
I have been exposed to a number of wonderful, bright, and dedicated people in the 
State Department, and I can honestly tell you that I have been incredibly impressed 
by the almost selfless determination that I have witnessed. 

I wish to express my admiration for all of those who have helped me by thanking 
them for their service. 

So too must I express my admiration for all of the Members of this Committee 
for your service as well. If confirmed, I hope to, at least, match the dedication to 
the American people manifested by each of you Members of this committee. 

Thank you for your service and I look forward to serving our country with a simi-
lar zeal that I have witnessed. 

If confirmed as Ambassador, I will work tirelessly to advance President Trump’s 
and Secretary Rubio’s foreign policies. 

In advancing the President’s agenda, we have few better partners than New Zea-
land. The government of New Zealand consistently supports our goals in the region 
and beyond. 

If confirmed, I will do everything in my power to take our relationship to new 
heights. Specifically, I intend to focus on three priorities: 

1. partnering with New Zealand, Samoa, Cook Islands, and Niue to promote a free 
and open Pacific; 

2. expanding our defense partnership with New Zealand; and 
3. promoting opportunities for U.S. business entities. 
Few countries understand the darkening security environment in the Pacific bet-

ter than New Zealand. Last February, China conducted live-fire exercises in the 
Tasman Sea. I was in the region at the time, and it was very concerning. The exer-
cises led to flight diversions and represented an example of alarming, even desta-
bilizing behavior in the Pacific. 

If confirmed, I would prioritize expanding our defense partnership with New Zea-
land. 

I know the critical role our Embassies and Consulates play in ensuring a fair 
playing field for U.S. entities. Whether it be through tearing down trade barriers 
or opening new markets, all U.S. businesses will have a friend in the Ambassador’s 
office if I am confirmed. 

In Samoa in recent years, the government in Apia has adopted a prudent ap-
proach to managing relations with the West and China, taking on foreign debt with 
caution. If confirmed, I would encourage the government in Samoa to continue this 
approach and ensure it is never pressured into a deal that would compromise its 
sovereignty. 

In the Cook Islands, establishment of formal diplomatic relations in 2023 enabled 
us to take our longstanding relationship to the next level. If confirmed, I would ex-
pand our collaboration with local authorities to promote the responsible develop-
ment of seabed mineral resources. The Cook Islands’ EEZ contains possibly the larg-
est cobalt deposit in the world—a key component in batteries and high-strength al-
loys. A strong partnership with the Cook Islands means a strong supply chain of 
critical minerals. This is good for all parties. 

In Niue, I would likewise focus on strengthening our bilateral relationship. We 
have, and under my watch will continue to, closely engage with Niue on economic, 
cultural, and other programs. I hope to continue to grow this relationship. 

Thank you for considering my nomination. I look forward to your questions. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. Hey, thank you again to all of our 
nominees, and you all did a wonderful job of staying under the 5 
minutes. I am so impressed. Good job. 

Now we are going to enter into a round of 5 minute questions. 
I will begin, and I will turn it over to the Ranking Member next. 

I am going to begin talking about China, Communist China. 
They are increasingly escalating their illegal course of aggressive 
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and deceptive practices throughout the West Philippine Sea. Chi-
nese state directed maritime actors regularly ram, shadow, block, 
encircle, fire water cannons at, and use military grade lasers 
against Philippine civilian ships and military vessels. Chinese 
Coast Guard sailors have brutally attacked Filipino sailors with 
knives and weapons. In February 2026 the Philippine Navy re-
ported record high swarms of Chinese maritime militia vessels and 
the use of aggressive tactics to prevent the Philippines from estab-
lishing a presence in its own Exclusive Economic Zone, or EEZ. 

The Ranking Member and I witnessed this coercion firsthand 
when we flew over the West Philippine Sea in a P–8 during our 
CODEL to the Philippines last year. The Chinese military illegally 
challenged our flight in an effort to drive us and the Filipinos out 
of the EEZ. In response, the Philippines has adopted a strategy of 
assertive transparency to expose Communist China’s bad actions to 
the world in real time. However, Manila faces significant pushback 
from Beijing’s propaganda and disinformation machinery, which is 
often able to publish false accounts of maritime incidents before the 
Philippines can. 

Mr. Lipton, if confirmed, how will you support the Philippines’ 
assertive transparency strategy to expose Communist Chinese ag-
gression in real time? 

Mr. LIPTON. Senator, thank you very much for that question. 
First and foremost, I support the iron clad alliance with the Phil-
ippines. I am aware of the Philippine strategy, and I will work with 
Washington to determine the embassy’s responses. 

Senator RICKETTS. Great. What steps will you take to ensure the 
U.S.-Philippines alliance restores deterrence against Communist 
China’s ICAD activities, generally? 

Mr. LIPTON. In general, China is the bully in the room. My goal 
would be to confront China’s unlawful expansion and aggressive be-
havior. I will continue to support U.S. competition with China. We 
must compete with China from a position of strength. 

Senator RICKETTS. The Philippines have been targeted by a surge 
of state sponsored cyberattacks aimed at critical infrastructure and 
a sophisticated cognitive warfare campaign involving AI enabled 
deep fakes. These campaigns are designed to fracture the U.S.-Phil-
ippines alliance and undermine public trust in defense officials by 
spreading manufactured narratives of a proxy war. The Armed 
Forces of the Philippines, the AFP, recently identified these digital 
intrusions as a primary threat to national stability ahead of the 
2028 elections. The recent U.S.-Philippines Bilateral Strategic Dia-
logue prioritized efforts to modernize the Philippines’ cyber de-
fenses. 

Mr. Lipton, if confirmed as ambassador, how will you leverage 
the U.S. technical expertise to help Manila detect AI driven 
disinformation and purge malware from critical Philippines infra-
structure, including grids, banks, and ports? 

Mr. LIPTON. Senator, thank you very much for that question. 
You know, like I said, we have an iron clad alliance with the 

Philippines, on cyber and information matters. I would work with 
the State Department, Department of War, and I would discuss the 
options with them. 
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Senator RICKETTS. The Philippines is facing an energy security 
crisis as its energy demand is expected to quadruple by 2050. Fol-
lowing the July 2024 activation of the 123 Agreement for civilian 
nuclear cooperation, the U.S. has recently funded a $2.7 million 
feasibility study for small modular reactors, or SMRs, and estab-
lished a control room simulator within the Luzon Economic Cor-
ridor. Additionally, there are growing opportunities for U.S. LNG 
and ethanol exports as Manila seeks to diversify its energy mix and 
meet higher biofuels mandates. 

Mr. Lipton, how will you use the newly established Luzon Eco-
nomic Corridor and the February 2026 Bilateral Strategic Dialogue 
commitments to prioritize U.S. nuclear technology, LNG infrastruc-
ture, and agricultural exports as the preferred choice for the Phil-
ippines’ energy independence? 

Mr. LIPTON. Senator, thank you very much for that question. 
I understand electricity costs are high and oil is hard to come by. 

I believe nuclear energy, it has a lot of potential in the Philippines. 
If confirmed, I would look to American energy suppliers to partner 
with the Philippines. 

Senator RICKETTS. Yes, this is going to be particularly important 
to make sure that, again, as we look to do economic development 
with the Philippines we are also helping them with their energy 
needs to be able to support those new industries we are bring 
there. 

So thank you, Mr. Lipton. 
With that I will turn it over to the Ranking Member. 
Senator COONS. And I will defer to the Ranking Member of the 

full committee. 
Senator RICKETTS. Very good. 
Senator Shaheen. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and 

Senator Coons, and to all my colleagues on the committee who are 
going to allow me to go before you. I appreciate that. 

And I want to congratulate all of our nominees and your families 
and supporters who are here this morning. Thank you for your 
willingness to serve the country. 

Mr. Edgar, I want to begin with you, because in your opening 
statement you talked about being committed to accountability to 
this committee and to the American people. And yet during your 
tenure as Deputy Secretary at the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, the Department planned to build an ICE detention facility in 
Merrimack, New Hampshire. The plans were put forward without 
any engagement from the local community or input, or from the 
State, for that matter. I know you are a former mayor. Don’t you 
think it is important, as you are talking about accountability to the 
American people, to ensure that there is some opportunity for local 
communities to engage when the Federal Government is coming 
into put a major facility in that community? 

Mr. EDGAR. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
Yes, you are right. I was a previous mayor for 12 years in a 

small city, that lived next to a base that had a lot of stuff hap-
pening on the base that we kind of had happen to us. So I do agree 
that having the accountability and having interactions with local 
and county and State folks when you are getting ready to do stuff. 
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You know, I am not familiar specifically with that activity that 
was going on there, that you mentioned. But within the One Big 
Beautiful Bill there is an amount of money that is out there that 
they are using to do the ICE—— 

Senator SHAHEEN. $38 billion. 
Mr. EDGAR. Yes. So going through that process I think—and the 

one thing I would say, just buying buildings as part of DHS’s nor-
mal operation, not just within immigration, but there are 23 other 
components, you know, there is a process that we do engage with 
the local folks when you are going through. There is zoning, per-
mitting, and all that, and I know you know that. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, that is right, and my concern is that 
that process was not engaged in. And I hope, if you are confirmed, 
that you will commit to doing a better job of both providing trans-
parency and engagement with this committee, and as you said, 
with the American people. 

I also want to call your attention to a report that the minority 
members of the committee produced on the Trump administration’s 
third country deportations. Have you seen that? 

Mr. EDGAR. I am not sure. 
Senator SHAHEEN. We will ensure that you get a copy of it. In 

fact, it is probably helpful for a number of you to see this. Because 
the Administration paid more than $32 million to five foreign gov-
ernments to accept third country nationals. And they went to, El 
Salvador was one of the recipient countries for those nationals. And 
as you are aware, El Salvador has been notorious for its human 
rights abuses. And one of the things that has happened is that 
many of those nationals went to their notorious prison, CECOT, 
and there has been—we are not aware, on this Committee, of any 
due diligence that has been conducted by the American government 
as to whether those third party deportees have been tortured in 
that facility, what has happened to them. 

We do know that a number of those detainees who have been 
sent to third countries have then been moved on to the countries 
of origin, so 80 percent later returned to their country of origin, at 
additional U.S. taxpayer expense. For example, we paid for one in-
dividual to fly to Eswatini—this is of interest to you, I am sure, 
Mr. Garcia—then back to Jamaica, at a cost of more than $181,000. 

So will you commit to this committee that if there are additional 
third party removals to the country of El Salvador, if you are con-
firmed, that you will follow up with those third country deportees 
and make sure that they are not being tortured or mistreated in 
the country of El Salvador? 

Mr. EDGAR. Yes, Senator, I will. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Mr. Garcia, I know that Senator Coons, in his opening statement, 

talked about the concern that we have on this committee with the 
number of open ambassadorships around the world. If confirmed, 
you will be the Assistant Secretary for a bureau that has 34 vacant 
ambassadorships across the African continent. In every country 
where we have a U.S. vacancy, China has an ambassador. That sit-
uation was made worse when a number of our ambassadors, over 
30 career diplomats, were recalled in December. 
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So can you talk about the challenges of being able to do your job 
when you do not have diplomats on the ground who can execute 
America’s foreign policy, and since this President took office he has 
nominated only two ambassadors for Africa posts. So how do you 
plan to turn that around? 

Mr. GARCIA. Thank you, Senator, for the question. Simply stated, 
having ambassadors forward is an important part of our diplomacy. 
However, we also have a number of career service professionals 
that have been in embassies, executing on decades of experience 
there. I understand, although I am not privy to the inner workings 
of this at this point in time, that reviews are undergoing to realign 
assignments at the ambassador. And if confirmed, I commit to this 
committee to take a look at how the prioritization is being done, 
and will advocate for the African continent and ambassadors in the 
continent. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you. I hope that you will advocate 
loudly and often for that, because we need our ambassadors in 
place, on the ground, around the world. Right now we have 14 
countries in the Middle East where the Administration has told 
Americans that they need to leave. In those 14 countries we only 
have 6 confirmed ambassadors, and 2 of them are not career people 
with any kind of diplomatic experience. 

So it is a real threat, and we see that now, what happens in 
countries where we do not have people in charge. Thank you. 

Senator RICKETTS. Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Edgar, as Deputy Homeland Secretary at the time and now 

as a nominee to be our Ambassador to El Salvador, did you have 
concerns about what was happening to the 250 Venezuelans that 
you helped deport to CECOT, given the widespread accusations of 
gross human rights violations by the Bukele government? 

Mr. EDGAR. Thank you, Senator. 
No, I did not have concerns. I think that when we were going 

through the process of deportations, President Trump has made 
very clear that we need to make sure that we are operating on 
really three of his campaign promises: number one, secure the bor-
der; number two, effective and efficient deportations; and three, for 
efficient government. 

So when it came to CECOT, the pictures that you are showing 
in the background and that view, that is a prison that is run by 
El Salvador, not the United States. 

Senator COONS. Does the United States have no obligation for 
the treatment of those who we deport to third countries? 

Mr. EDGAR. I think when you go through, obviously we go 
through a safe and fair assessment, just like when we set up with 
the State Department. The State Department really kind of helps 
us put together what I will call safe third countries and the agree-
ment that we have with El Salvador. From a DHS perspective, as 
the COO, I did not get directly involved with the details of setting 
up that agreement. 

Senator COONS. You are familiar with the Convention Against 
Torture. 

Mr. EDGAR. I am. 
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Senator COONS. And widespread allegations that President 
Bukele, while he has accomplished dramatic reductions in violent 
crime, has done so through the detention of nearly 100,000 of his 
own citizens, undue influence on the Supreme Court, an illegal sec-
ond term, repression of human rights by journalists, human rights 
advocates. Frankly, a violation of the rule of law at virtually every 
level. Are you aware of those allegations against President Bukele? 

Mr. EDGAR. I am aware of the allegations that I read, but I 
would just say that they are allegations, right. I think if confirmed 
as the Ambassador for El Salvador I will keep an open mind in 
being able to make sure that I am aware, I use the data, I will 
work with the committee in the form of oversight so that we can 
go through and make sure that they are there. 

The one thing I would say to kind of counter that is that I think 
El Salvador has done a tremendous job in their environment to be 
able to bring safety to 98 percent of their citizens. They were in a 
situation, unprecedented gang violence, and a really nasty place. 
And right now you see it in their elections. You see it in the people 
and the turnout and the approval ratings, that the people of El Sal-
vador are supportive of what that current administration is doing. 
And the United States and President Trump backs the administra-
tion of El Salvador. 

Senator COONS. But let’s be clear, Mr. Edgar. At the Department 
of Homeland Security, as I said to your Secretary in a hearing just 
this week, you have, and I have, we all have obligations to protect 
American citizens, to keep them safe. But to do so in a way that 
is efficient and legal and humane and constitutional. We have to 
respect the rule of law. We can make our country safer by simply 
snatching off the streets, using masked, nameless agents, people 
who we suspect of being bad folks, and executing them. There was 
a period of time in the Philippines where that was the practice of 
the former government. There is a period now, in El Salvador, 
where that is the practice of the government. 

I agree we need to keep the American people safe. I profoundly 
disagree with doing so in a way that violates the fundamental 
rights of Americans. And it sends a message to the rest of the 
world about what we stand for when we forcibly deport hundreds 
of people, many with no criminal record, to a country that has a 
demonstrated human rights record that is abysmal. 

I am the co-chair of the Human Rights Caucus, along with Sen-
ator Tillis. I am gravely concerned by the significant human rights 
in El Salvador, and frankly, by your answer, that what matters is 
meeting the President’s campaign promises, and it is popular so 
who cares about the consequences for the people who were sent 
there. 

I also want to know about your role in developing the ICE plan 
for detaining people in our country, in warehouses, that Senator 
Shaheen just referenced. What was your role in developing and car-
rying out this plan? 

Mr. EDGAR. Thank you, Senator. My role at DHS is as the Chief 
Operating Officer. A big part of my role is the fiscal management 
of what happens at DHS. So at any given time three budgets are 
in place, closing out 2025, doing 2026, and looking at 2027. 
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Within One Big Beautiful Bill, as you know, there was money in 
there for these types of warehouse operations. My role in that proc-
ess was to facilitate with the three main components of DHS—ICE, 
CBP, and the Coast Guard, which got a pretty big allocation in the 
One Big Beautiful Bill—work with legislature, with the appropria-
tions and with OMB to make sure spend plans and all the adminis-
trative parts are in place. 

So when it came to the tactical execution of what locations are 
they going to, where are we going to be, how are we going to use 
that, Secretary Noem and myself really relied on the leadership of 
ICE who would have that responsibility. 

Senator COONS. So in the process of purchasing warehouses 
throughout the United States, including in my neighboring State, 
Pennsylvania, and potentially in her State, New Hampshire, in 
States like Mississippi, where the Senator has pushed back hard 
on it, should we have concern that the standards in those ware-
houses will be comparable to CECOT in El Salvador? 

Mr. EDGAR. No. No, sir. You should not have any concern. We 
have a unified standard that we apply to all facilities for ICE facili-
ties. You know, we have two main vendors at ICE, GEO and 
CoreCivic, and those types of standards are national, many times 
better than the standards that we actually have in county and local 
jails. So that is the standard that we have given out, that they put 
these out to bid, and that is the standard they would be held to. 

Senator COONS. Do you think the Members of Congress ought to 
be able to come and inspect the conditions in facilities, particularly 
in our own States or districts? 

Mr. EDGAR. I think that there is a process that you guys are re-
quired to go through, and I think that has been a point of conten-
tion with DHS—— 

Senator COONS. Yes. 
Mr. EDGAR [continuing]. And whether you guys just show up at 

the door or whether you give us a little bit of a heads-up. But I 
think Secretary Noem and the Administration has been willing to 
work with you guys. 

Senator COONS. Let me just reference one last thing. I know I 
am over my time. You mentioned in your testimony that you have 
been particularly focused on institutional integrity at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The inspector general for DHS re-
cently sent a letter to Congress detailing how DHS has, and this 
is a quote, ‘‘systematically obstructed its work to conduct inde-
pendent oversight for several months.’’ Many of the IG’s requests 
and a lot of this allegation of systemic obstruction occurred while 
you were serving as number two in charge of operations. What is 
your response to these allegations, sir? 

Mr. EDGAR. My response to that is I had a great relationship 
with the inspector general. He came in under Trump 1. Going 
through that process, I think from, I guess, my personal perspec-
tive, is the bigger picture. At any given time there is probably 700 
to 800 open IG assessments going on at any time at DHS. So there 
is no doubt that the one that has been highlighted is the ones that 
has gotten attention. But I would not overamplify or magnify the 
issue of one or two of the things that was caught up in an article 
as being the way that it is. 
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There is oversight within Homeland Security, so I am sure that 
there will be committee meetings on evaluating that. And I think 
I would just be careful to not make a determination by what you 
see in the press. 

Senator COONS. What do you think the IG meant by ‘‘systemati-
cally obstructed,’’ if this is someone you have worked well with and 
have a constructive relationship with? 

Mr. EDGAR. Well, I think there are a lot of different things that 
were going on at DHS as we kind of came in. You know, it is a 
large organization, first of all, 23 components, $105 billion budget. 
The second thing is that at the very beginning there was a bunch 
of stuff going on with DOGE, as you remember. And my job in that 
was a little bit kind of counter, is I realized, I being the CFO, how 
important it was to make sure that we maintained the work that 
had to be done by the authorities given by Congress in the money. 
So we had to be careful that we were not cutting so much that we 
were kind of getting out and having a problem. 

So the systematic part of the IG is he was going through a proc-
ess of really trying to navigate system access for stuff, and a lot 
of confusion that was happening in the very beginning. But I think 
in the long run, Secretary Noem and her front office have done a 
good job to start to work and get that back on track. 

Senator COONS. Thank you for your answers. I am going to let 
my colleagues question. But I have to say, I am really troubled by 
your responses to my questions about CECOT and about your view 
about the government of El Salvador. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Cruz. 
Senator CRUZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Welcome, everyone. 
Let me first of all say it is good to see my friend, Lee Lipton. 

Congratulations on your nomination. You are going to make a ter-
rific Ambassador. Thank you for serving. 

Mr. Garcia, let me turn to you. It is good to see you again. Con-
gratulations on your nomination, as well. 

When you and I met previously we discussed the growing stra-
tegic importance of Africa to U.S. national security. As I have said 
repeatedly on this committee, Africa sits on the front lines of stra-
tegic competition with China in the 21st century. China represents 
the most significant long term strategic challenge facing the United 
States, and the United States should confront China, region by re-
gion, especially in Africa. 

But to compete effectively we first have to recognize where our 
own approach has previously fallen short. U.S. policy has treated 
Africa as if it were borderless, a single, undifferentiated space. 
That approach does not reflect reality. Africa is a continent of sov-
ereign states, each with its own interests, priorities, and strategic 
value. We should be engaging African partners the same way we 
engage partners anywhere else in the world, country by country, 
interest by interest, partnership by partnership. That is how we 
counter Chinese influence and advance American interests on the 
continent. 

Can you explain, Mr. Garcia, in concrete terms why Africa mat-
ters to U.S. national security and to our economic interests today? 
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Mr. GARCIA. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
Africa is a continent that is rich, not just with amazing human 

capital but also is endowed with incredible natural resources, as 
well as a people that when they work with us together we form a 
really strong team together. 

I have been blessed with the opportunity to travel to Africa for 
the better part of 15 years, and in my time there the locations that 
I have been to, where there have been joint industrial enterprises 
together with African nations, it is an incredibly different Africa 
than perhaps a neighboring state. 

In my opening statement I summarized Africa is at a great in-
flection point for the benefit of Africa and the United States’ inter-
ests, and if confirmed, I look forward to working with African na-
tions on industrial and rare earth minerals, on energy, and the 
fundamentals of building a greater America with African partners. 

Senator CRUZ. If you are confirmed, how will you ensure that our 
Africa policy aligns with the broader U.S. efforts to compete with 
China globally? 

Mr. GARCIA. Thank you, Senator, for the question. 
The President’s National Security Strategy has been very clear 

in terms of this is a continent in transition from aid to trade. And 
I think that is a fundamental starting point with the relationship, 
and if confirmed, I would ensure that our industries, the health en-
terprises in the United States, innovation that we can bring to the 
continent is unleashed with our partners that choose to do business 
with us. 

Senator CRUZ. Thank you. 
Let me turn to another topic. I am deeply alarmed that the 

United Kingdom is prepared to transfer the Chagos Archipelago to 
Mauritius, a decision that would jeopardize U.S. national security 
by exposing military operations to China and potentially restricting 
military access to Diego Garcia. 

Diego Garcia sits at the center of the Indian Ocean and has been 
one of America’s most important power projection platforms for 
decades, enabling operations across the Middle East, Africa, and 
the Indo-Pacific. Uninterrupted access to forward basing is 
foundational to protecting Americans, maintaining a capable deter-
rence, and defeating our adversaries in times of conflict. Limiting 
U.S. operational freedom, or creating opportunities for Chinese in-
fluence over a critical facility, would hand our adversaries a stra-
tegic advantage. 

This deal is dangerous to U.S. interests. President Trump is ab-
solutely right to be furious with the U.K.’s decision. The U.K. is 
taking a serious gamble with a special relationship by putting one 
of our most vital shared military assets at risk. 

Do you agree that unfettered U.S. access to Diego Garcia is a 
vital national security interest of the United States? 

Mr. GARCIA. Yes, Senator, I do. 
Senator CRUZ. Describe the consequences for U.S. national inter-

ests if the U.K. moves forward with the Chagos Islands agreement 
with Maritius. 

Mr. GARCIA. Senator, I have not done a deep dive on this issue. 
I speak from past experience, having spent time in Diego Garcia, 
having spent a significant amount of time operating in the North 
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Arabian Sea and the Arabian Gulf. The support that came forward 
from Diego Garcia was invaluable. We could not have done and 
subverted and projected U.S. strength and U.S. power without 
Diego Garcia. 

If confirmed, I commit to working with the committee to look at 
the issues with regard to our agreements, long term agreements, 
with the U.K. to share basing opportunities there. 

Senator CRUZ. Thank you. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Murphy. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Edgar, I am just stunned by the Department of Homeland 

Security’s blatant violation of the law with respect to Member ac-
cess to facilities. Our basic constitutional obligation is to oversee 
congressional spending, and the way in which the statute has been 
100 percent clear, that Members need to be able to see these facili-
ties, have been denied that access I think is a crisis. 

When I went down to Texas just a few months ago, probably only 
30 days after you left, I was denied access to several facilities in 
Texas. And the explanation I was given was that all of those facili-
ties were now funded by Big Beautiful Bill dollars, by reconciliation 
dollars, that everything at Dilley was funded by reconciliation dol-
lars, that everything at Pearsall was funded by reconciliation dol-
lars. But there was not a single facility in Texas that was funded 
with appropriations dollars, and thus, I was not able to access any 
of those facilities. That is not true. Correct? You, as the person who 
oversaw money for the Department of Homeland Security, did not 
magically, overnight, transfer every single operation in the State of 
Texas from appropriated dollars to reconciliation dollars. 

Mr. EDGAR. Senator, thanks for the question. 
Give me an approximate date, because when I was there at that 

point, those facilities were covered under appropriated dollars. 
Senator MURPHY. Yes, so this would have been—you left on what 

date? 
Mr. EDGAR. December 19. 
Senator MURPHY. Yes. So this would have been not more than a 

month later. It is not credible, correct, that in a month all of those 
operations were moved. 

Mr. EDGAR. Well, most of the spending plans and all the activity 
that was approved was in October, with OMB. So I knew the Sec-
retary and her staff, who were working with ICE, they were in a 
pretty aggressive period and a very tight deadline to be able to get 
activity going. I don’t know if they may have reconstituted those 
facilities. You know, the ones that you are talking about specifically 
are again the big vendors. So whether they bought the facilities out 
from underneath the vendors or whether this was something that 
was a new purchase, it sounds like it is an existing facility that you 
went to. I am not super familiar, but—— 

Senator MURPHY. Yes. The problem is I do not think that that 
explanation that was given to me in January was different than 
the explanation that was being given in December. I think Mem-
bers were being denied access to virtually every facility that they 
wanted to see at DHS, because of a claim that it was reconciliation 
dollars that were being used, which is a lie. I mean, the people that 
were talking to me were lying to me. And it is just shocking that 
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there was not dissent from you or from anyone else at DHS leader-
ship to make sure that Members of Congress had access to those 
facilities. 

Let me ask you about the post that you are about to arrive at, 
and I am following up on some questions from Senator Coons. The 
State Department seems to be undergoing a campaign of white-
wash, broadly, across the world, regarding countries’ human rights 
abuses, in particular, those countries in which the United States 
has new and important financial deals, between those countries 
and the Trump administration. 

Here is what the State Department Human Rights Report for El 
Salvador, for the calendar year 2024, says. Quote, ‘‘There were no 
credible reports of significant human rights abuses in El Salvador 
in 2024.’’ That is not true. Correct? 

Mr. EDGAR. Obviously I do not know. I mean, that was before my 
time. I think it is interesting that is President Biden’s time period. 
So that is his State Department. But I am not super familiar with 
the detail on that. 

Senator MURPHY. Well, President Biden’s report for 2023 re-
ported significant ongoing human rights abuses. 

I do not know that it is credible that you do not know. This is 
the country you are going to. You have spent the last several 
months studying this country. I do not think it is actually credible 
that you do not know whether there were significant human rights 
abuses inside the country in 2024. You know, right? So are you pre-
pared to say that the report is correct, that there were no signifi-
cant human rights abuses in El Salvador in 2024? 

Mr. EDGAR. I think, sir, you are saying two different things. You 
are asking me whether I just think, in general, after studying a re-
port that was done 2 years ago whether I think it is right or wrong. 

Senator MURPHY. No, it is not a report. From your study of what 
is happening inside El Salvador, do you believe that there were no 
significant human rights abuses in El Salvador in 2024? 

Mr. EDGAR. From what I have been able to see through my eval-
uation, I have not seen any. 

Senator MURPHY. I mean, that is disqualifying, Mr. Edgar. I 
mean, I will send you volumes of reports from human rights 
groups. There are 100 political exiles who have had to leave the 
country. Thirty-eight human rights defenders are in jail in that na-
tion. If you are going to be part of a whitewash campaign to deny 
the reality on the ground, you should not be confirmed as ambas-
sador. 

You need to tell the truth. And the truth, I mean, it is just irref-
utable. There are massive human rights abuses happening, and if 
you are sitting here telling us that you have no evidence, you do 
not believe there were any significant persecution of political oppo-
nents of the regime in 2024, I just cannot see how we can confirm 
you to this post. 

Mr. EDGAR. Senator, if I can respond to that. I think my entire 
background has been focused on being able to look at things 
through a data perspective and being able to evaluate. My commit-
ment is, if confirmed, that I will evaluate this, empirically, being 
able to go there myself and being able to see. I have committed to 
working with this committee. If we do have items that we want to 



37 

have evaluated, I think it is really important, especially most im-
portant when we are at a Senate confirmation meeting that we 
build a relationship, build a relationship of trust. 

Senator MURPHY. But you just said that you do not believe that 
there were human rights abuses inside El Salvador in 2024. How 
do we build a relationship of trust when you are literally denying 
reality in order to be able to facilitate the Administration’s cam-
paign of whitewash? 

Mr. EDGAR. Senator, I would just respectfully say, what do I 
have to refute what was written in there? I am not there, right. 

Senator MURPHY. I will send you stacks of reports from people 
on the ground that confirm the reality of political repression. I 
would assume you would have been interested in reviewing those 
in preparation for this hearing. 

Mr. EDGAR. I would be more than happy to review them. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Van Hollen. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Edgar, you were the number two at DHS, so your immediate 

boss was Secretary Noem, right? 
Mr. EDGAR. Yes, sir. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. And as I understand your testimony, you 

left DHS around mid-December, December 19. So you were there 
when the Department launched Operation Metro Surge in Min-
neapolis, right? You were at the Department. 

Mr. EDGAR. I was probably there when that was starting up. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. So I am going to ask you a few questions 

about human rights and constitutional rights here at home. You 
would agree that the American ambassador to El Salvador or any-
where else should have a basic understanding of the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Would you agree with that? 

Mr. EDGAR. I would. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK. And you would agree that the Con-

stitution gives people in the United States the right to peacefully 
protest, right? 

Mr. EDGAR. Correct. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK. And they have the right to say things 

against Trump administration policy, right? 
Mr. EDGAR. Sure. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. All right. So I want to ask you about Min-

neapolis, because two American protesters were shot and killed by 
Federal agents. Renée Good was shot and killed. Alex Pretti was 
shot and killed. Your boss, your former boss, Secretary Noem, 
called them ‘‘domestic terrorists.’’ And yesterday, in front of the 
House, and the day before here in the Senate, she refused to re-
tract her statement, calling them domestic terrorists. 

So I have a very simple question for you today. Would you agree 
with me that Renée Good and Alex Pretti are not domestic terror-
ists? 

Mr. EDGAR. Senator, this is an issue that does not involve me. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. No, no, it does. 
Mr. EDGAR. They were shot after I left. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Because you are going to be the American 

ambassador to El Salvador if you are confirmed. So I have an inter-
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est in your views of the Constitution and your views about what 
happened in Minneapolis, which all of America got to see because 
it is on video. And people were shocked, including Republicans, 
some of them, were shocked that the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity refused to retract a statement calling two American citizens, 
peacefully protesting, domestic terrorists. And I am shocked that 
you refuse to say today that they are not domestic terrorists. You 
are refusing to confirm that they are not domestic terrorists. 

Mr. EDGAR. Look, any time somebody is shot and killed by law 
enforcement it is a serious issue. There should be a process to 
evaluate it and an investigation, and it not be predetermined. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Exactly, Mr. Edgar. It should not be pre-
determined. So that is why I asked you whether you would 
agree—— 

Mr. EDGAR. Well—— 
Senator VAN HOLLEN [continuing]. That we should just call them 

domestic terrorists. 
Let me move on. I find it astounding—I find it astounding—that 

you cannot say here, at a public hearing to be Ambassador of the 
United States to another country, that these two American citizens 
that have been shot and killed by Federal agents, that they weren’t 
domestic terrorists. I find that astounding. 

Now, you have also told National Public Radio—I know you say 
you focused on the finances, but you also told National Public 
Radio that a Columbia University student and legal permanent 
resident of the United States was justifiably locked up because of 
his, quote, ‘‘pro-Palestinian activity,’’ unquote. A Reagan appointed 
Federal judge, who reviewed that case and other cases of some of 
these student protesters, said that the Trump administration had 
launched a, quote, ‘‘full throated assault on the First Amendment.’’ 

So I have another simple question, Mr. Edgar. Do you agree that 
the First Amendment protects and extends free speech rights to 
people who are legal permanent residents of the United States of 
America? 

Mr. EDGAR. I think it does. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK. So it was wrong for the Trump ad-

ministration to lock up a student for exercising his First Amend-
ment rights. 

Let me move on. Do you agree that the right to due process ex-
tends to people residing in the United States? 

Mr. EDGAR. I am going to qualify both this, due process, and free-
dom of speech, as I think that you have got to separate citizens, 
U.S. citizens, and their constitutional rights. When you have folks 
that are out there that are like an LPR, a permanent resident—— 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Let me just say this. This is why I asked 
you if an American ambassador should have an understanding of 
the Constitution. It is clear law, both First Amendment and due 
process rights extend to people residing in the United States. 

Mr. EDGAR. No, you know something? 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. It is absolutely—do you agree with the Su-

preme Court’s 9–0 decision that Kilmar Abrego Garcia was wrong-
fully sent back to El Salvador? Do you agree with the 9–0 decision? 



39 

Mr. EDGAR. I am not going to comment. I cannot comment if 
there is a stop that we are not supposed to be making comments, 
because it is still in litigation. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. No, no, no, no. This part of the case is 
closed. That was a Supreme Court decision. Do you agree that it 
was illegal to send Kilmar Abrego Garcia back to El Salvador? 

Mr. EDGAR. I think that it has been admitted already by ICE 
there was an administrative error. So I think that is—— 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. So you agree with the Supreme Court deci-
sion. I am just looking for some, you know, constitutional provision 
that you agree with. 

And I just want to say, Mr. Chairman, in closing, you know, my 
colleagues have asked you about human rights in El Salvador. You 
are talking about the President of El Salvador. He calls himself the 
world’s coolest dictator. There are ample reports—and I would like 
unanimous consent to enter them into the record, Mr. Chair-
man—— 

Senator RICKETTS. Without objection. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above, titled ‘‘You 

Have Arrived in Hell’’Torture and Other Abuses Against Ven-
ezuelans in El Salvador’s Mega Prison, is available at https:// 
www.hrw.org/report/2025/11/12/you-have-arrived-in-hell/torture- 
and-other-abuses-against-venezuelans-in-el] 

Senator VAN HOLLEN [continuing]. About gross human rights vio-
lations in El Salvador, including in CECOT, where you sent Kilmar 
Abrego Garcia. 

And I also want to include the Cato Institute document entitled, 
‘‘Fifty-Plus Venezuelans Imprisoned in El Salvador Came to the 
United States Legally, Never Violated Immigration Law.’’ 

[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above can be found 
in the ‘‘Additional Material Submitted for the Record’’ section at 
the end of this document.] 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. The Cato Institute is not some sort of lefty 
organization. They believe in freedom. And unfortunately, you have 
been part of an Administration that is taking away Americans’ 
rights to freedom here at home, due process rights, as well as First 
Amendment rights, and it is hard to trust you, therefore, that you 
will stand up for important American principles, as our American 
ambassador to El Salvador, if confirmed. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Booker. 
Senator BOOKER. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Mr. Garcia, I am hoping we will have an opportunity to sit down, 

and please understand that my anger right now is not directed to-
ward you personally. It is directed to the Administration that has 
utterly undermined what I believe is urgencies on the African con-
tinent, that we are simply not addressing. They de-prioritized the 
continent, defunded critical bipartisan programs that we, in this 
committee, have worked incredibly hard on. And through their re-
marks and rhetoric have set our relationships with multiple Afri-
can countries back, and sent these African countries into the arms 
of Russians and the Chinese. 

Let me start by pointing out the outrage that it was reported 
that the Bureau of African Affairs senior bureau official, Nick 
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Checker, sent an email to bureau staff, stating, and I am going to 
quote here, ‘‘To put it bluntly, Africa is peripheral—rather than a 
core—theater for U.S. interests.’’ That is utterly outrageous, that a 
continent that by 2050, will make up 1 out of every 4 human 
beings on the planet. And because of the aging populations in Asia, 
America, and Europe, will make up 1 out of ever 3 working people, 
that that is not a central strategic interest of the United States of 
America. 

On top of that, with critical mineral interests, with key global 
health care concerns, with the fact that we are only 4 percent of 
the global population and our economy runs on the consumer prac-
tices of the globe, it is ridiculous that that is the perspective of rep-
resentatives of this Administration. 

The Trump administration’s 2025 National Security Strategy de-
voted barely half a page to addressing the continent, and only did 
so in transactional economic terms, rather than its strategic impor-
tance. This is something that should alarm everybody on this com-
mittee. It is outrageous. 

In December 2025, President Trump recalled 13 ambassadors 
from African countries. The U.S. maintains embassies across 46 Af-
rican countries, yet 35 of those posts do not have confirmed ambas-
sadors, 36 if you count the Ambassador to the Africa Union. That 
is a deep insult to these countries that we have not prioritized our 
relationships, and that diplomatic vacuum is being filled by the 
Chinese. 

This chronic understaffing of these embassies, and the bureau 
you are about to lead, undercuts those embassies’ operations, un-
dercuts key strategic interests, undercuts our national security. 
The Trump administration undermines U.S. diplomatic influence 
and terminates key foreign assistance programs, again, that were 
bipartisan approved, is giving strategic competitors like China and 
Russia the ability to massively expand their political, military, eco-
nomic, humanitarian, and development engagement across the con-
tinent. 

And I want to bring your attention to what has been said al-
ready, is the world’s greatest humanitarian crisis. What is hap-
pening in Sudan is a shame of humanity. I visited the Chad-Sudan 
border. I saw the malnourished children. We are seeing literally 
tens of thousands of deaths happening, and what does the United 
States, what does the Trump administration do? It cuts our re-
sources. The Trump administration has terminated food, nutrition, 
emergency health responses, and our own State Department people 
have said thousands more are dying there as a result. 

The State Department has determined that the RSF is commit-
ting genocide and that the SAF is committing crimes against hu-
manity in Sudan. And what is our response? It has been complicity 
in allowing these horrors to go on and not stepping up to do some-
thing about it. 

The Trump administration eliminated offices and experts focused 
on conflict and atrocity prevention there, canceled most, if not all, 
of the conflict and atrocity prevention programs in the Sudan. And 
the President has also not nominated another special envoy for 
Sudan, despite the legal requirement to do so. 

This is a horror. This is a shame. 
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Last week, the Administration lifted Russia related sanctions on 
three top Malian military office officials, despite reports that they 
continue to funnel money to Moscow in exchange for security sup-
port. It is a lie that they are concerned about security issues, in 
the way that they are cooperating. And this, to me, violates what 
is just common sense. If we want to strengthen commercial, long 
term relationships with Africa, the State Department needs to use 
more tools than just lobbing bombs in and doing nothing about 
what is happening on the group. 

Take Somalia—6.5 [sic] Somalis are currently facing high levels 
of hunger, with more than 1.8 million children facing acute mal-
nutrition. Despite this crisis, the U.S. Government has de- 
prioritized humanitarian assistance for Somalia. Since President 
Trump has taken office, he has ordered 168 strikes against armed 
groups in Somalia, but yet he has cut aid to help with the crisis 
that is there. 

So I say to you, sir, I am livid with this Administration’s policies. 
Thousands of people are dying. We are losing our strategic advan-
tage on the continent. Critical minerals are being trafficked by our 
enemies out of that country, to the detriment of this nation. Our 
adversaries in Russia and China are making a mockery of the vac-
uum we are creating there. And on top of it all—on top of it all— 
the greatest humanitarian crises, which we use to define ourselves 
by leading against humanitarian crises, the greatest one on the 
Earth, we are allowing more children to die because of our retreat. 

And indulging the kindness of the Chair, Mr. Edgar, your period 
at DHS—— 

Senator RICKETTS. Senator, I would just remind you, you used up 
7 minutes of your 5 minutes, without asking a question. 

Senator BOOKER. I appreciate that, sir, but I watched other peo-
ple go more than 4 minutes over. 

Senator RICKETTS. Not today. 
Senator HAGERTY. Mr. Chairman, I have got a tight schedule 

here. 
Senator BOOKER. And Mr. Chairman, I will say that Mr. Coons 

went 4 minutes over. I will say that colleagues of mine did. And 
we just wasted 30 seconds talking about that. I have one comment 
to finish, if I may. 

Senator RICKETTS. OK. Please finish. 
Senator BOOKER. I appreciate that. 
What is happening at the Department of Homeland Security is 

a mockery, and it happened on your watch. When even their own 
inspector general has talked about the systematic obstructing of 
any kind of oversight, there are so many horrors going on when 
people simply turn the other way and do not stare it in the eye. 
For you to say that there is no humanitarian violations going on 
in El Salvador I think disqualifies you to be there, when our coun-
try sent human beings to a torture center that is well documented, 
and you said nothing. That you cannot even say when our own 
State Department has reported violations, that there are violations. 

I will tell you, the greatest horrors in this world have been en-
abled by functionaries and bureaucrats that allowed things to go on 
without speaking up in a noble fashion that reflects the values of 
this country. Your performance here has been utterly inadequate, 
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and there is just no way you should be the Ambassador of that na-
tion. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Hagerty. 
Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
I want to touch very briefly on our investment in the U.S.-Phil-

ippine Alliance. It is something that I have been deeply invested 
in and worked alongside my colleague, Senator Kaine, to pass the 
Philippines Enhanced Resilience Act. We did that as part of the fis-
cal year 2026 NDAA. This new law authorizes $500 million in For-
eign Military Financing grants and $1 billion in FMF loans to the 
Philippines over the next 5 years. The goal of this is to increase 
the capabilities and interoperability of the Philippines and the 
U.S.-Philippine Alliance. 

So, Mr. Lipton, my question is very simple. Will you commit to 
making PERA—that is this law—making PERA implementation a 
top priority of your tenure, if you are confirmed? 

Mr. LIPTON. Senator, thank you very much for that question. I 
studied the PERA law, and I have actually enjoyed learning about 
it. I think it has been amazing that, to my knowledge, that both 
you and Senator Kaine came up with a bill that alloted $500 mil-
lion potentially for the next few years, and giving to the people of 
the Philippines to spend, but spending with the U.S. Government. 

My job, if, in fact, confirmed, it would actually be one of my pets, 
because I want to learn much more about military situations, and 
I would absolutely want to learn how to help negotiate and teach 
the Filipino military how to spend that money. 

Senator HAGERTY. I think you should plan on working with my 
staff to make sure that you are as effective as possible in doing 
that. I look forward to working with you, and I look forward to your 
confirmation. This is going to be a top priority, so thank you. 

Mr. Edgar, I would like to turn to you, because I think you are 
going to make an excellent Ambassador to El Salvador. If you think 
about the work that this Administration has done to work with 
President Bukele to address illegal migration, to strengthen our 
national security cooperation with that country, I think about 
President Bukele’s leadership, that has allowed El Salvador to dra-
matically reduce violent crime in that country, including the estab-
lishment of a maximum security facility that detains very high risk 
criminal offenders. 

Our two governments have found a way to coordinate on the re-
turn of Salvadorean nationals that are involved in criminal activ-
ity, and we have done that in a way that has reinforced public safe-
ty right here in the United States. 

Mr. Edgar, you have extensive experience in migration and in 
homeland security. You served not only as the Chief Financial Offi-
cer of DHS but you now serve as the Deputy Secretary of the De-
partment of Homeland Security. So I would be very interested, 
from your perspective, to just talk with us about how important El 
Salvador’s cooperation has been to implementing our own home-
land security, and how you are going to work to institutionalize 
and strengthen that relationship. 

Mr. EDGAR. Yes, thank you, Senator. 
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So El Salvador, big picture, kind of three objectives that we have 
had working with that country. Number one, national security. So 
all the counternarcotics work that has been done has been a joint 
activity with El Salvador. You just read recently in the news they 
busted a cocaine ship off the coast, about 350 miles off the coast. 
So not only within their Navy, not only within their Coast Guard, 
but within their police we have been partnering with them and 
going through this process of going and interdicting drugs and 
being a part of that process. 

Outside of that and in the national security, Haiti has been a 
really big area of contention. And you know, the thing that we 
learned with El Salvador is regional migration and regional sta-
bility is everything. So from the Administration’s perspective we 
really strategically look at El Salvador as being a model that can 
be emulated when you are surrounded by Nicaragua, Honduras, 
and making sure that we are able to get countries and like mind-
ed—you know, you see what is going on with Costa Rica, you know, 
CECOT being a bad thing, and there are human rights. 

And you know, I will just say it and take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to speak to the other side of the aisle here. I am a data fo-
cused person. I will look at all the facts. I am not here to pre-judge 
and say there is nothing going on. 

But that is national security. The second area is migration. With-
in migration, one of the biggest areas we used to have a lot of prob-
lems, President Trump came in and historically shut the border. 
And it has been one of the biggest accomplishments that we have 
been able to do at DHS. By doing that it really kind of started to 
stop the flow that was coming up from El Salvador. But we still 
got really kind of two open items that we still deal with El Sal-
vador on a daily basis. Number one, re-migration or sending folks 
back, making sure that El Salvador continues to take back its citi-
zens after they are detained. The second is transit leases that are 
happening in their airport. There is a lot of activity that goes on 
within their airport. People come in and then they apply to go from 
there into the United States. 

So those are the two main areas. I would say the last thing that 
I would just like to hit on really quickly is the economy. You know, 
we talked a little bit about China and what is going on with China 
there. In 2019 El Salvador, before Bukele came into power, there 
was kind of an incursion of what was going on with China, and 
they have been able to get a national stadium, a library, water 
treatment plants. 

We need to make sure that America stays its leading trading 
partner. I am not saying push them out completely, but right now 
we have a $2.2 billion trade surplus with El Salvador. And the key 
to their economy, the key to kind of helping that take place, is se-
curity. So the balance between the democracy of El Salvador and 
them getting the folks and getting to a safe environment provides 
investor security and confidence. And if confirmed, one of my big 
roles will be to kind of help U.S. companies go and have a great 
opportunity within El Salvador. 

Senator HAGERTY. I think that last point is a critical one. Sen-
ator Kaine and I traveled through the Western Hemisphere on a 
very fruitful trip, and it was clear to us that the United States 
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needs to be more present, our commercial interests need to be more 
present in the region. And China has certainly taken advantage of 
that void. We need to step up. 

Thank you very much. 
Thanks, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Kaine. 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Edgar. You said you are a data 

focused person, but when Senator Coons asked you about whether 
you are concerned about the allegations of torture of these 250 
Venezuelans at CECOT you said you were not concerned. That was 
your answer. You said you had three other issues you were con-
cerned about. But on allegations of torture that have been upheld 
even by parts of the Administration, you said you were not con-
cerned. You said you are a data focused person that does not want 
to pre-judge issues. But when Senator Van Hollen said, ‘‘Hey, it 
was wrong to call Ms. Good and Mr. Pretti domestic terrorists, 
wasn’t it?’’ you would not agree that that was wrong to do it. 

So I wonder whether you are data focused and do not want to 
pre-judge, or whether you are just focused on the data you want 
to see, cherry picking things you want to see and not others. 

You mentioned in your testimony that access by Members of 
Congress to DHS facilities was a process that has been worked out 
successfully. It has not. You said people should not be able to show 
up unannounced, and I do agree with you on that. 

There is a DHS facility in Virginia that I made repeated efforts 
to visit in the fall, and just to schedule in advance, and they kept 
changing the date. And then they kept telling me all these restric-
tions. I was not allowed to talk to anyone there. I mean, oversight, 
from the committees that are voting for your budget, means we 
ought to be able to visit and ask questions. And when a depart-
ment deprives oversight, even under pre-scheduled, advanced no-
tice, I want to come down and visit, the natural conclusion you 
reach is you are ashamed of what is going on, or you do not want 
Members of Congress or the public to see it. 

Even if it was true, what Senator Murphy said, these facilities 
are only funded by reconciliation dollars, that is no reason to deny 
a Member of Congress. It was Congress that voted on the reconcili-
ation bill. That is no reason to deny a Member of Congress the abil-
ity to come in and take a look at a facility. 

So I have very significant questions about the testimony that you 
have given here today, and I just want to put on the record that 
the claim that the DHS has a process by which Members can actu-
ally see these facilities I think is demonstrably false. Eventually, 
I refused to go because I was not going to go and have shackles 
on my ability actually to do the work that I think members of this 
committee ought to be able to do. 

Your responsibility at DHS was heavily in the finance space. The 
reporting is that El Salvador received about $4.76 million for about 
250 third country nationals, mostly Venezuelans. So on the money 
side, Transparency International ranks El Salvador very low in the 
corruption indices, meaning they are bad, not good. The World Re-
port at Freedom House gives El Salvador 0 out of 4 for whether 
there are, quote, ‘‘safeguards against official corruption.’’ 
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Did you monitor how the government of El Salvador spent the 
$4.76 million we gave them in exchange for them taking the 250 
Venezuelan prisoners? 

Mr. EDGAR. No, sir. That money, if you look specifically, was a 
deal done by the State Department. 

Senator KAINE. Right. So we do not know whether it went into 
Bukele’s pocket or where it went. 

Mr. EDGAR. Well, there are stipulations. If you look at the two 
agreements, the diplomatic notes that kind of the set the precursor 
of that and then the follow up detailed, it said that the money was 
for law enforcement, and it said that when that money is spent 
that there would be a requirement for them to show details of that. 
So it seemed to me—— 

Senator KAINE. Do you know whether they have done so? 
Mr. EDGAR. I don’t, sir. 
Senator KAINE. All right. We will follow up on that separately. 
There was an article last year in the Washington Post that I do 

not think has been refuted, and here is the title of the article, and 
I would like to introduce it for the record, Mr. Chair, the Wash-
ington Post dated October 19, 2025, ‘‘Rubio Promised to Betray U.S. 
Informants to Get Trump’s El Salvador Prison Deal.’’ 

And the article that was widely reported in other media, as well. 
Could I introduce that for the record, Mr. Chair? Could I introduce 
that for the record? 

Senator RICKETTS. Without objection. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above can be found 

in the ‘‘Additional Material Submitted for the Record’’ section at 
the end of this document.] 

Senator KAINE. The article was covered in other periodicals, as 
well, suggests that in exchange for accepting the prisoners, Bukele 
wanted not only the $4.76 million but he also wanted the United 
States to take nine MS–13 members, who were imprisoned in the 
United States, and were informants helping the U.S. build a case 
against MS–13, and President Bukele wanted those prisoners re-
moved from the United States, and then taken back to El Salvador. 
And there were objections within the Justice Department, saying, 
‘‘This will undercut the case that we are building against MS–13.’’ 
Were you aware of that aspect of the deal between the United 
States and El Salvador? 

Mr. EDGAR. Senator, I was not aware. 
Senator KAINE. I have no further questions. 
Senator RICKETTS. Thank you. 
The Ranking Member here would like to ask some of the other 

candidates who have not received questions yet, some questions. 
He feels like they are being left out a little bit. 

Senator COONS. And they are going, ‘‘Darn.’’ 
[Laughter.] 
Senator RICKETTS. So the Ranking Member is going to pick up 

some of the questioning, but he has promised me he is going to 
keep it relatively brief, right? 

Senator COONS. I will do my best. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Just first a piece of advice, having done this 15 years. For the 

folks who are going to go be ambassadors but who are not previous 
State Department employees, you will have a DCM. Listen. This is 
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not directed at you personally. It is just years of experience. The 
State Department and the whole process of diplomacy, if you have 
been successful in business or in policy or in sports or in other 
ways, there are rules of the road. And folks who are military vet-
erans understand. There are certain procedures and rules. Listen 
to your DCM. 

There were some really encouraging statements in here, I think 
it was from Mr. Novelly, about just how impressed you have been 
with the State Department folks who have helped prepare you for 
this. 

To the extent you rely on the career professionals who run the 
embassy, who support our mission, they are there regardless of 
who the Administration is and regardless of the partisanship here, 
you are going to be well supported by really good people. I just en-
courage you to listen to them. Some political ambassadors of both 
parties have gotten into trouble when they do not listen to the 
DCM and to how you conduct the leadership of an embassy. 

So if I could briefly, Mr. Lipton, I have been to the Philippines 
a number of times, most recently with Senator Ricketts. It is a very 
active region. We spent half a day flying over the South China Sea, 
and I agree with so much of the issues he raised. 

The Luzon Corridor was a key priority of the previous Adminis-
tration, and remains a key priority. What do you think is the single 
most important thing we can be doing as a nation to push back on 
malign Chinese influence in the region? 

Mr. LIPTON. Senator, thank you very much for that question. 
China is the bully in the room. My goal would be to confront un-
lawful Chinese expansion and aggressive behavior. I will continue 
to support and compete with China. I will also work very closely 
with the Luzon Economic Corridor. My goal is to bring investments 
there and to use those investments as a way to combat China. 

Senator COONS. Just two points of advice, and then I will move 
on. There is, as you noted in your prepared remarks, a very large 
Filipino diaspora community in the United States. We are blessed 
by a very strong and deep relationship. Some of the current dif-
ficulties around immigration will be borne particularly heavily by 
the Filipino American community, and a lot of your work as ambas-
sador will be making sure that we are not mistakenly or inappro-
priately arresting or deporting people who are here legally, who are 
Filipino Americans. And I just commend that to you, because it will 
be felt particularly sharply there. 

And second, if you have not already been to the World War II 
memorial in Manila, I commend that to you. It is a remarkable 
place. It is the only U.S. battlefield monument outside the United 
States where foreign nationals are buried alongside American na-
tionals. And it commemorates the remarkable sacrifice the Fili-
pinos made during our war against Japanese imperialism. 

And there is a lot to commend the Philippines. You will be serv-
ing in a remarkable and dynamic nation. 

Ms. Roberts, if I might, you are originally from Kazakhstan, is 
that correct, within the Soviet Union? 

Ms. ROBERTS. Yes, Senator. 
Senator COONS. I am thrilled that you have brought your decades 

of experience as a State Department employee to representing us 
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in Slovenia. What do you think you will be able to do in Slovenia 
to get them as a NATO ally that is standing up to Russia’s aggres-
sion, to Putin’s brutal war against Ukraine? How do you get them 
more invested in PURL? They have already contributed $46 mil-
lion. They are a part of our NATO security. What do you think is 
the most important place for expanded opportunities in our part-
nership with Slovenia? 

Ms. ROBERTS. Thank you, Senator, for this question. 
Our most important opportunity is engagement. Slovenia in-

creased its defense spending to 2 percent earlier this year. They 
have also signaled their strong willingness to increase that number 
to 3 percent of GDP by 2030. Most prominently, Slovenia maintains 
troops in NATO’s KFOR peacekeeping operations, also in the EU’s 
Althea Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Slovenia also hosts 
U.S. Army’s and U.S. Air Force’s units that are stationed in Italy 
for training on Slovenian training ranges and air bases. 

Our relationship continues to deepen. We do have some existing 
programs like our military to military exchanges, IMET. So if con-
firmed, I will continue to use my position to ensure that Slovenia 
meets its NATO defense spending obligations. 

Senator COONS. Who is the National Guard State partner with 
Slovenia? 

Ms. ROBERTS. Colorado. And that has been so for 30+ years. 
Senator COONS. I will commend to the, I guess, not New Zealand 

but to El Salvador and the Philippines, one of the most important 
security partnerships we have across the continent of Africa and 
around the world are State partnerships between National Guard 
and countries that, let’s just say where the military needs more 
clarity about civilian control of the military. And the mission and 
the training and the support is sustained over a very long time 
through SPP. 

Mr. Novelly, you mentioned in your testimony that the Cook Is-
lands is of particular interest to you—it is to me, as well—and that 
you will be engaged in the sustainable development opportunities 
of their massive seabed resources. Just talk for a minute about how 
engaging beyond our Five Eyes ally, New Zealand, but with the 
three island nations that you will be charged with, just talk to me 
about how you will prioritize that and what are your core issues. 

Mr. NOVELLY. So I am very proud to be the inaugural U.S. Am-
bassador to both Niue and the Cook Islands. In my briefings, one 
of the, let’s say, biggest shocks I received is to find that most of 
the world’s cobalt comes from the DRC in Africa, and that it is re-
fined in China. 

Senator COONS. Yes. 
Mr. NOVELLY. And the fact that there is not supply chain man-

agement for that. And the fact that the Cooks have opened up their 
EEZ, expanding from their traditional industry base of tourism to 
exploitation of their minerals, I see that as an extreme opportunity 
for the U.S. to be able to play its part. 

Senator COONS. They have an astonishing amount of seabed re-
sources, not just cobalt but lots of critical minerals. I actually was 
at a bipartisan, bicameral dinner last night with Administration of-
ficials about how we move ahead on critical minerals. It is one of 
the key challenges we face. And I think there is bipartisan support. 
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There are real concerns about sustainable seabed mining and its 
potential impacted on the environment, and I look forward to stay-
ing in touch with you about that. 

Mr. NOVELLY. Thank you, Senator, for that statement, and if I 
could address that. 

Senator COONS. Please. 
Mr. NOVELLY. I am so impressed by the cultures in the Pacific 

islands, and having spent quite a bit of time in the Pacific islands, 
the oceans are sacred to Pacific Islanders. So the fact that the Cook 
Islands believes that they can exploit this in a responsible method 
I think is the proper lens to look at it with as opposed to any lens 
that we might have. 

Senator COONS. Thank you. 
Mr. Garcia, would you be willing to make some time to meet with 

me and with Senator Booker? 
Mr. GARCIA. Yes, Senator. 
Senator COONS. I appreciate your decades of military service to 

our Nation, your interest in the continent, and your partnership 
with AFRICOM. I recently met the new AFRICOM Commander, 
General Anderson, in Munich, and was very impressed and actu-
ally encouraged. I was the Chair of the Africa Subcommittee here 
for several Congresses, have been to 34 countries on the continent. 
I went to college in Nairobi, and have been actively involved in the 
confirmation of virtually every ambassador we have had over my 
period. 

There are enormous issues on the continent—security issues, hu-
manitarian issues, development issues. Given I have already im-
posed on the gratitude and support of my friend and colleague here 
I will cut this short. 

But to Mr. Lipton and to Mr. Garcia, one of the resources, as a 
nation, we have long had is disaster response and humanitarian 
assistance. The Philippines is the number one disaster impacted 
country on Earth, and abruptly shutting down our disaster and hu-
manitarian response was not well received there. I do think we are 
working toward rebuilding and sustaining some of it, and I think 
that is something we should not set aside. It is a highly valued ca-
pability of the United States that used to be resident at USAID, 
and the abrupt shutting down of that capability, I think, was a 
tragic mistake. 

But I look forward to talking with you, Mr. Garcia, about how 
we meet and prioritize the crisis in Sudan, the ongoing issues in 
DRC/Rwanda, security in the Horn, security in the Sahel, and 
unlock the potential of the Lobito Corridor project that I have 
worked on now for several years. 

Mr. GARCIA. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator COONS. Thank you all. I appreciate the opportunity to 

ask an additional round of questions. And I hope you are relieved 
to hear—— 

Senator RICKETTS. You went so long, that actually is like two 
extra rounds of questions. 

Senator COONS. I hope you are relieved to hear that I am now 
done. Thank you. 

Senator RICKETTS. And Senator Kaine has requested one more 
question, as well. 
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Senator KAINE. And this is a question sort of urging consider-
ation of Mr. Novelly. Fascinating background. You and I both have 
Missouri roots. I went to Mizzou, Rockhurst High School, across 
the State from St. Louis U. We have never had an NBA owner of 
a basketball team in Australia before us. And it does point out we 
still do not have an ambassadorial nominee for Australia, which I 
think is a real weakness. But I think you bring a lot to the table. 

I just wanted to urge and then ask you this. We spend a lot of 
time, in this committee and in the Armed Service Committee, talk-
ing about the Arctic as an area of competition, so we will talk 
about the Arctic all the time. We seldom talk about the Antarctic. 
And my recent trip to Australia shows that there is a lot of reason 
to be concerned about that. And the Australians—I did not go to 
New Zealand on the trip, but the Australians said the folks in New 
Zealand are very worried about this too. 

So I would just ask for your assurance that that would be an 
area that you would focus on with the government of New Zealand 
but also report back to us. Because again, in Armed Services and 
in this committee the mentions of the Arctic to the Antarctic have 
to be 100 to 1. But I do think this is increasingly an area where 
we ought to be paying attention, and your giving us information 
about what is going on and what the concerns of the New Zealand 
government is would be very helpful to us. I would ask for your as-
surance on that. 

Mr. LIPTON. Absolutely. Absolutely. 
Senator KAINE. Great. Thank you. 
Thanks, Mr. Chair. 
Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Senator, and thank you again to 

all of our nominees here today. We appreciate you providing us 
with the benefit of your testimony and your responses. 

Before closing I would like to ask unanimous consent to add any 
letters of support the Committee has received to the record. With-
out objection. 

[The information referred to above was not received at press 
time.] 

Senator RICKETTS. I will also note, for the information of mem-
bers that the record will remain open until the close of business to-
morrow, March 6, including for members to submit questions for 
the record. 

Thanks to the committee for this hearing. I appreciate it. And we 
are now adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 11:53 a.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

Additional Material Submitted for the Record 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO FRANK GARCIA BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. American personnel and their family members are facing evolving 
threats abroad in the wake of the U.S. strikes on Iran and Iran’s retaliation. These 
threats are not limited to the Middle East region, unfortunately. Do you commit to 
prioritizing the safety and security of Americans overseas, including individuals 
under Chief of Mission authority, and advocating for the resources you need to 
prioritize American citizen safety? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed. 
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Question. Do you commit to following the same policies on telework and remote 
work that apply to the staff you would oversee? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed. 
Question. Do you commit to ensuing that any political appointees who report to 

you follow those same policies? 
Answer. Yes, if confirmed. 
Question. If confirmed, do you plan to get to post as soon as possible, and are you 

aware that any arrival after 60 days is subject to a notification and accompanying 
justification to this Committee? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. The Trump Administration has led the Quad forum to address the con-

flict in Sudan. How will you coordinate with interagency officials, including Special 
Advisor Boulos, to maintain attention to the war in Sudan and ultimately bring this 
conflict to an end? 

Answer. President Trump has made clear that bringing peace to Sudan is an Ad-
ministration priority. If confirmed, I would work closely with Secretary Rubio, Sen-
ior Advisor Massad Boulos, and interagency counterparts to help end the horrible 
conflict in Sudan. 

Question. Do you believe that the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) should be des-
ignated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization or subject to additional sanctions? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio has said, if designating the Rapid Support Forces a 
Foreign Terrorist Organization helped in ending the conflict, the United States 
would consider it. I believe the United States should strategically use all the tools 
at its disposal, including sanctions, to facilitate peace. 

Question. How should the U.S. address external actors who are providing weapons 
and other forms of support for the RSF? 

Answer. I firmly believe external financial and military support to the warring 
parties only serves to prolong the conflict. The United States should continue to 
seek an end to all external support to the belligerents. If confirmed, I would work 
to ensure that such support stops. 

Question. The U.S. has lost significant ground to China in public perception across 
Africa. Afrobarometer polling data shows that China is now leading the U.S. by 10 
percentage points in perceived favorability. How do you plan to ensure the U.S. re-
gains positive public perception and trust across Africa, especially as tools like VOA 
are no longer available? 

Answer. If confirmed, my approach would focus on demonstrating visible, citizen- 
level impact from U.S. partnerships and exchanges. Initiatives like MCC and DFC 
drive private-sector growth across the continent while helping American workers, 
businesses, and communities thrive and strengthening supply chains critical to U.S. 
interests. I will ensure we highlight the benefits of these programs as well as citizen 
exchanges like the Young African Leaders Initiative. 

Question. The Treasury Department recently de-listed three Malian officials origi-
nally sanctioned for being key facilitators for Wagner Group, now Africa Corps. As 
the Trump administration seeks to engage with Sahel military juntas, do you be-
lieve the U.S. should continue to counter Russia in these areas? 

Answer. Yes. Russia’s actions and intentions in Africa warrant caution. Russia en-
gages in malign actions and propaganda campaigns in Africa to stoke division and 
destabilize populations in order to undermine the rule of law, control strategic nat-
ural resources, and attain strategic security assets which, at times, can threaten 
U.S. national security interests. If confirmed, I will work to address these threats 
to our national interests. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO FRANK GARCIA BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. If confirmed, how will you ensure the U.S. Government seeks to protect 
civilians, ensure humanitarian access and adherence to international humanitarian 
law, end the violent conflict, and promote an inclusive peace process in Sudan? 

Answer. President Trump has spoken about his commitment to ending the horrific 
conflict in Sudan. I understand the Administration is working with the ‘‘Quad’’ 
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countries of Egypt, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates, 
and others to facilitate a humanitarian truce and end the external financial and 
military support fueling the violence. 

If confirmed, I will urge the parties to accept a humanitarian truce without pre-
conditions and work with our allies and others to end the war that has created the 
tragic crisis in Sudan. 

Question. Life-saving programs funded through bilateral humanitarian assistance 
funds in Sudan will be completed this year. What is your plan for ensuring that life- 
saving assistance continues to Sudan this year, in addition to the $200 million 
pledge to OCHA pooled funds? 

Answer. Sudan’s war has produced the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. In 
working with the U.N. Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 
as part of the groundbreaking Memorandum of Understanding signed in December 
2025, the United States remains the lead donor of humanitarian assistance in 
Sudan. The unconditional humanitarian truce without preconditions is a necessary 
step for effective utilization of our pledge to the OCHA to provide humanitarian re-
lief without the assistance supporting the warring factions. 

I understand Sudan was the first country to receive funding through the OCHA 
mechanism, and this demonstrates the Administration’s commitment to saving lives 
in Sudan. The Department has expressed its commitment to a smooth transition to 
scale up the OCHA initiative and to avoid disruptions to lifesaving services, and I 
would work to ensure this commitment is fully operationalized. In addition, I would 
continue to urge other donors to join the United States in using the pooled funding 
vehicle to ensure funding meets the most urgent needs. 

Question. Looking beyond this year, what is your plan for sustaining life-saving 
humanitarian assistance to Sudan over the coming years to address potential fund-
ing gaps, program transitions, and evolving needs? 

Answer. I recognize that the United States cannot do this alone as the cost of hu-
manitarian response is high in Sudan. With the collapse of Sudan’s infrastructure 
and the health system, and reports of famine, and widespread systematic sexual vio-
lence, I understand the Department is urging other donors to join the United States’ 
use of the pooled funding vehicle to ensure funding meets the most urgent needs. 
If confirmed, I would continue such efforts at burden-sharing. 

Question. Do you support U.S.-bilateral humanitarian assistance to Sudan? 
Answer. I support efforts to see how the U.S. Government can best support the 

delivery of humanitarian assistance to Sudan. 
Question. How will you ensure the Bureau of African Affairs supports the robust 

implementation of conflict and atrocity prevention programs and policies in Sudan 
without these resources? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will call on Sudan’s parties to cease hostilities, including 
attacks on civilians, and allow unhindered humanitarian access to all parts of the 
country. External financial and military support to the warring parties must stop, 
and I would support accountability measures against those who foment conflict and 
perpetrate atrocities. 

Question. Without GCJ, how will the Bureau of African Affairs support investiga-
tions into atrocities and work with local actors documenting those atrocities to help 
ensure impunity does not persist and to prevent future atrocities and other desta-
bilizing crises? 

Answer. If confirmed, preventing atrocities will be part of U.S. engagement to end 
crises and promote stability. For example, I understand the United States has im-
plemented over 40 sanctions against those fueling the war in Sudan, including for 
committing atrocities. If confirmed, I would continue to pursue punitive measures 
against perpetrators. I would also make sure that the Africa Bureau collects infor-
mation from local actors, and works closely with the Bureau of Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labor, with the Office of the Legal Adviser, and with others, to docu-
ment atrocities throughout sub-Saharan Africa, and take measures to hold perpetra-
tors and those who support them accountable. 

Question. In your role, how will you support efforts to pursue accountability for 
the grave atrocities committed in El Fasher and throughout Sudan during the con-
flict? 

Answer. Since the war in Sudan began, I understand the United States has rolled 
out over 40 sanctions against the belligerents and other spoilers to impede the par-
ties’ ability to stoke conflict and to impose costs on perpetrators of atrocities. I also 
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understand that the United States has worked through the U.N. Security Council 
to impose U.N. sanctions against those who committed atrocities in El Fasher. If 
confirmed, I will strategically use all the tools at our disposal to pursue account-
ability for atrocities and facilitate peace. This includes making use of domestic au-
thorities such as Executive Order 14098, and pursuing accountability through the 
U.N. Security Council, where feasible. 

Question. What is your strategy for getting the RSF and SAF, and other allied 
militias, to stop attacking humanitarian workers? 

Answer. I am appalled by the horrific attacks on humanitarian workers and hu-
manitarian aid. 

If confirmed, I would work to create safe humanitarian space for workers and re-
cipients of aid as well as would pursue punitive measures against those who attack 
humanitarian workers. If confirmed, I would also urge the parties to implement 
their humanitarian obligations and agree to a humanitarian truce without pre-
conditions. 

Question. Will you prioritize efforts to ensure the RSF and SAF provide functional 
humanitarian corridors for the delivery of assistance and to prevent growing famine 
in Sudan? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will do everything in my power to ensure the belligerents 
create humanitarian corridors that allow for unhindered and safe humanitarian ac-
cess that prevents famine in Sudan. 

Question. If so, how will you prioritize and implement this effort? 
Answer. President Trump has said he is committed to ending the horrific conflict 

in Sudan. I understand the Department of State is working with partners to facili-
tate a humanitarian truce and bring an end to external military support to the par-
ties, which is fueling the violence. 

I understand a strong text for a truce has been put forward, and the Department 
has pressed the two parties to accept this humanitarian truce as presented without 
any preconditions. If confirmed, I will press all sides to honor their commitments, 
cease hostilities, and allow full, safe, and unimpeded humanitarian access. 

Question. How will you ensure that global health programming remains a priority 
within the Bureau of African Affairs? 

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to implementing and supporting the America 
First Global Health Strategy. I will work with the State Department’s leads on 
health diplomacy to ensure U.S. partnerships and programs strengthen bilateral re-
lationships, reinforce country accountability, and support U.S. strategic interests, 
which include quickly detecting and containing cross-border disease threats, pro-
moting reforms to strengthen transparency and accountability and save lives, and 
promoting and exporting American innovations. 

Question. How do you plan to coordinate with the Bureau of Global Health Secu-
rity and Diplomacy to ensure that outbreak response efforts in Africa are adequately 
resourced and prepared to respond to broad global health threats? 

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to implementing and supporting the America 
First Global Health Strategy. I will work with the State Department’s leads on 
health diplomacy to ensure U.S. partnerships and programs strengthen bilateral re-
lationships to reinforce country accountability and support U.S. strategic interests, 
including quickly detecting, containing and resolving cross-border disease threats. 

Question. What is your vision for PEPFAR’s role within the Bureau of African Af-
fairs and your broader diplomatic efforts? 

Answer. PEPFAR is managed by the Bureau of Global Health Security and Diplo-
macy in coordination with the Bureau of African Affairs and other Regional Bu-
reaus. If confirmed, I will ensure that PEPFAR programs strengthen bilateral rela-
tionships, reinforce country accountability, and support U.S. strategic interests in 
line with the America First Global Health Strategy. 

The Administration’s multi-year health MOUs provide an opportunity to clarify 
commitments on both sides—including financial contributions and reform bench-
marks. If confirmed, I will reinforce those expectations through high-level diplo-
macy, and ensure our Ambassadors do the same. 

Question. How do you plan to work with the Global AIDS Coordinator to ensure 
the program continues to be implemented at scale and aligned with congressional 
intent across the continent? 

Answer. PEPFAR is managed by the Bureau of Global Health Security and Diplo-
macy (GHSD)—where the current Global AIDS Coordinator currently sits—in co-
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ordination with the Bureau of African Affairs. If confirmed, my responsibility would 
be to work with GHSD to ensure that our Chiefs of Mission exercise strong over-
sight, PEPFAR aligns with broader bilateral objectives, host governments meet their 
commitments, and performance and accountability standards are reinforced at the 
country level. 

If confirmed, I look forward to working with the Global AIDS Coordinator to en-
sure that PEPFAR programs strengthen bilateral relationships, reinforce country 
accountability, and support U.S. strategic interests. 

Question. What steps will you take to ensure the timely release of fiscal year 2025 
PEPFAR program data and the regular, ongoing collection of such data moving for-
ward, as part of your responsibility to protect the U.S. from cross-border health 
threats? 

Answer. PEPFAR is managed by the Bureau of Global Health Security and Diplo-
macy (GHSD) in coordination with the Bureau of African Affairs. My understanding 
is that the America First Global Health Strategy emphasizes partnerships with gov-
ernments that demonstrate a commitment to transparent data sharing and evi-
dence-based decisionmaking, and that this is a central feature of the bilateral health 
MOUs currently being developed. 

If confirmed, I would work closely with GHSD and our Embassies to effectively 
and accountably carry out the American First Global Health Strategy in Africa, in-
cluding timely release of data. 

Question. How will the Bureau of African Affairs and the Bureau of Global Health 
Security and Diplomacy coordinate to implement and monitor these MOUs? 

Answer. The Administration’s multi-year health MOUs provide an opportunity to 
clarify commitments on both sides—including financial contributions and reform 
benchmarks. If confirmed, I will work with the Bureau of Global Health Security 
and Diplomacy to reinforce those expectations through Ambassadorial engagement 
and high-level diplomacy. 

Question. How will you hold partner governments accountable to their commit-
ments while ensuring the U.S. meets its own obligations? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Bureau of Global Health Security and 
Diplomacy and Chiefs of Mission to reinforce performance expectations with host 
governments, leveraging program performance metrics and strong interagency co-
ordination. 

Question. How do you intend to use global health programming as an instrument 
of U.S. foreign policy in Africa, particularly in countries where China and Russia 
are expanding their influence through their own health and development invest-
ments? 

Answer. As the People’s Republic of China expands its health and development 
footprint through initiatives such as the Health Silk Road under the Belt and Road 
Initiative, I believe we can provide a trusted and accountable alternative model of 
engagement. It is important that the United States continue to demonstrate the 
value of transparent, high-quality health partnerships that strengthen national 
health systems and local capacity, aligning health engagement and assistance with 
broader strategic priorities to strengthen trusted partnerships and global resilience. 

If confirmed, I will work closely with African governments and regional institu-
tions to support sustainable public health infrastructure, workforce development, 
and supply chain resilience. This approach reinforces U.S. leadership while ensuring 
that health cooperation advances both African development priorities and long-term 
strategic partnerships rooted in open competition, accountability, and sustainable fi-
nancing. 

Question. Maternal and Child Health: Maternal and child health and nutrition 
programs are among the highest-return investments the U.S. makes in Africa. How 
will you prioritize these programs within the Africa Bureau’s portfolio? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio notes in the America First Global Health Strategy, 
we must keep what is good about our health foreign assistance programs while fix-
ing what is broken. If confirmed, I will work with Bureau of Global Health Security 
and Diplomacy to support programs in these areas that reinforce country account-
ability, save lives, and support U.S. strategic interests in the region. 

Question. Will you ensure they are protected from cuts or administrative delays 
that could interrupt service delivery? 
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Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the Bureau of Global Health Security and 
Diplomacy to encourage strategic resources allocation and timely program imple-
mentation to protect taxpayer investments. 

Question. How do you assess the importance of achieving peace in Somalia for re-
gional stability and global security? 

Answer. Somalia has been a source of instability in East Africa for decades. I be-
lieve it is important to prevent instability in Somalia, particularly terrorism and pi-
racy, from threatening the United States homeland, American citizens, and U.S. 
maritime interests in the Red Sea and Indian Ocean. 

Question. What role should the U.S. play in achieving peace and stability in So-
malia? 

Answer. I believe the primary responsibility for addressing instability in Somalia 
lies with the people of Somalia, Somalia’s neighbors, and international partners in 
the region most directly affected. I believe the United States should be involved to 
the extent to which Somalia’s instability impacts direct U.S. interests, including 
threats to the U.S. homeland, American citizens, and maritime security impacting 
U.S. military and commercial interests. 

Question. Beyond military engagement, what tools and authorities would you use 
to promote peace, democracy, and good governance in Somalia? 

Answer. I understand Somalia continues to struggle with instability, democracy, 
and governance challenges despite billions of dollars of international economic, de-
velopment, and security assistance over many years. I believe these problems are 
largely a result of corruption, parochial political interests, and the inability of Soma-
lis to coalesce around a shared vision for their country. U.S. diplomatic engagement 
and economic leverage should be used to address these challenges to the extent to 
which doing so will make America safer, stronger, or more prosperous. 

Question. If confirmed, would you commit to providing this Committee with the 
current organizational chart for the Bureau of African Affairs, including filled and 
vacant positions? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I commit to doing so. 
Question. Do you also commit to briefing this Committee on how you plan to man-

age the Bureau’s mission effectively given these staffing gaps? 
Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I commit to doing so. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO FRANK GARCIA BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. In December, the U.S. embassy in Zambia said that the U.S.-Zambia 
health financing agreement was contingent on ‘‘collaboration in the mining sector 
and clear business-sector reforms.’’ Do you agree that countries are more likely to 
partner with the United States rather than China when we advocate for U.S. inter-
ests with transparency and without coercion? 

Answer. Countries are more likely to choose partnership with the United States 
when our engagement is transparent and respectful of national sovereignty. The 
United States is committed to maintaining a strong, open investment environment 
that benefits our economy and our people, while enhancing our ability to protect our 
nation from new and evolving threats that can accompany foreign investment. Our 
comparative advantage lies in promoting high standards, open markets, and ac-
countable governance, and I have seen African partners respond to this. If con-
firmed, I will continue to advocate for this approach to best position the United 
States as a reliable partner of choice across Africa. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO FRANK GARCIA BY SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH 

Question. If confirmed, what will be your top priorities for advancing U.S. inter-
ests across the African continent across regional, economic, and security issues? 

Answer. My top priorities for advancing U.S. interests in Africa will be to shift 
our engagement from aid to mutually beneficial trade and investment. If confirmed, 
I will support diplomatic efforts to resolve key conflicts. Defending religious freedom 
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and human rights will remain central. I will work tirelessly to protect Christians 
and all religious communities so that they can practice their faith freely and openly, 
without fear of persecution. I will ensure humanitarian assistance aligns with U.S. 
national security interests and encourage greater burden-sharing by partners. 

Question. How will you approach strengthening commercial ties and expanding 
economic opportunities for U.S. businesses in Africa? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will focus on trade, investment, and mutually beneficial 
partnerships. This includes empowering our embassies to advocate for commercial 
opportunities for U.S. businesses, support regulatory reforms that create a more at-
tractive business environment, and promote projects and public-private partnerships 
in priority sectors, such as critical minerals and infrastructure. I will also work to 
remove barriers to U.S. exports and investment, ensuring American companies can 
compete fairly, create American jobs, and foster long-term prosperity for both the 
United States and African partners. 

Question. How do you plan to strengthen U.S. collaboration with African govern-
ments on public health, including responses to infectious diseases, strengthening 
health systems and preparing for future pandemics? 

Answer. I look forward to supporting and implementing the America First Global 
Health Strategy, if confirmed. I will work with the State Department’s leads on 
health diplomacy to ensure U.S. partnerships and programs operate in ways that 
strengthen bilateral relationships, reinforce country accountability, and support U.S. 
strategic interests, including quickly detecting and containing cross-border disease 
threats. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you enhance cooperation with African partners 
to better tackle the effects of climate change, specifically regarding climate resil-
ience, clean energy and sustainable development? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with the U.S. private sector and African govern-
ments to enhance cooperation on sensible environmental policies while respecting 
national sovereignty, economic growth, and energy security. 

Question. What threats do the People’s Republic of China’s Belt and Road Initia-
tive pose to the long-term economic and infrastructure security of African nations? 

Answer. I have seen how China’s Belt and Road Initiative has produced crumbling 
infrastructure, environmental damage, unsustainable debt, and rights abuses across 
Africa. Beijing cultivates financial dependence through opaque lending that enables 
corruption and extortion, leaving governments with heavy debt burdens that crowd 
out essential services and undermine stability and sovereignty. Chinese state-owned 
firms frequently design, build, and operate key assets in Africa—ports, railways, 
digital networks—reducing local control, misaligning projects with national prior-
ities, sidelining local labor, and weakening long-term development gains. Poor envi-
ronmental and social safeguards harm communities, and growing dependence can 
translate into strategic leverage that compromises sovereignty. I support the Trump 
Administration’s focus on high-quality, transparent, and sustainable investment 
that strengthens African partners’ long-term economic sovereignty and infrastruc-
ture security. If confirmed, I look forward to working with Congress to ensure U.S. 
engagement strengthens the economic resilience and autonomy of our African part-
ners. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you work with African governments, regional or-
ganizations and other U.S. allies to provide transparent, sustainable alternatives to 
the People’s Republic of China’s Belt and Road Initiative? 

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to leading the Bureau of African Affairs’ ef-
forts to offer credible alternatives that leverage public and private financing in pri-
ority areas that make America safer, stronger, and more prosperous, including 
through transparent critical minerals supply chains, trusted information and com-
munications technology networks, connective transportation infrastructure such as 
rail and ports, and leveling the playing field to help U.S. firms compete. If con-
firmed, I look forward to supporting initiatives such as the U.S.-AU Commission 
Strategic Infrastructure and Investment Working Group (SIWG), as well as the 
Partnership for Global Infrastructure and Investment. This approach emphasizes 
transparency, open procurement, and sustainable financing so infrastructure invest-
ments strengthen African economic sovereignty and long-term resilience. 

Question. If confirmed, how will you partner with African governments, regional 
institutions and other U.S. allies to partner on high-quality, transparent and sus-
tainable infrastructure projects—particularly modernizing ports, improving high-
ways and strengthening critical transportation corridors? 



56 

Answer. If confirmed, I will prioritize robust commercial engagement and treat Af-
rican nations as partners advancing long-term, mutual economic prosperity. I will 
work with allies and other countries to encourage public and private sector invest-
ment in strategic projects. This will include efforts to advance transportation infra-
structure and leveling the playing field so U.S. firms can compete in Africa. I will 
also coordinate with partners through the Strategic Infrastructure and Investment 
Working Group with the African Union and the Partnership for Global Infrastruc-
ture and Investment to identify bankable infrastructure projects, such as railway 
and port modernization and highway links, that can move forward with strong polit-
ical support and transparent financing. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEE LIPTON BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

The U.S. and Philippines have dramatically increased their security co-
operation in the last 4 years, including the expansion of the Enhanced De-
fense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), recent implementation of a military 
information-sharing agreement and increasingly complex joint exercises such 
as BALIKATAN. The Philippines is a key partner in the first island chain. 
Reflecting this, Congress recently authorized historic sums of foreign mili-
tary sales and foreign military financing as part of the Philippines En-
hanced Resilience Act (PERA) as well as appropriating an additional $144 
million for investments in EDCA site infrastructure. 

Security Cooperation 
Question. In your view, what are the key priorities for U.S.-Philippines defense 

cooperation? 
Answer. America needs strong allies like the Philippines to deter regional aggres-

sion, counter terrorism, and address emerging security challenges. The long-stand-
ing, ironclad Alliance between the Philippines and the United States has contrib-
uted to peace, stability, and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific region for more than 75 
years. Continuing to support and invest in the EDCA sites, ensuring that U.S. secu-
rity assistance is targeted at strategic investments identified through the Phil-
ippines Security Sector Assistance Roadmap, and bolstering the Philippines’ resil-
ience and capacity to respond in the face of China’s aggressive actions in the South 
China Sea are key priorities for U.S.-Philippines defense cooperation. 

Question. If confirmed, would you support the implementation of the Philippines 
Security Sector Assistance Roadmap (P-SSAR)? How can we use PERA authorities 
to streamline this implementation? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to work with relevant agencies at Embassy Manila 
to support the implementation of the Philippines Security Sector Assistance Road-
map (P-SSAR). PERA provides a strong signal of support for the U.S.-Philippines 
Alliance and, if confirmed, I look forward to aligning PERA authorities with our cur-
rent bilateral plans outlined in the P-SSAR. 

Question. How can the U.S. improve capacity building for the Philippines Coast 
Guard, which is on the frontlines of daily Chinese aggression in the West Phil-
ippines Sea? 

Answer. The Philippines Coast Guard boldly faces down China’s aggressive ac-
tions in the South China Sea. If confirmed, I commit to continue leveraging our sup-
port for the Philippines Coast Guard through security assistance as well other train-
ing and public messages of support. 

Question. Apart from offering rhetorical support, how can the U.S. better support 
transparency initiative to push back against Chinese aggression in the Philippines’ 
EEZ and territorial waters? 

Answer. Supporting the Philippines strategic messaging campaign highlighting 
China’s aggressive actions in the South China Sea remains a shared goal for our 
bilateral engagement. In addition, we should continue to encourage like-minded re-
gional and global allies and partners to call out China’s dangerous actions against 
the Philippines. I applaud the Philippines’ role in hosting the Maritime Security 
Ministerial on the margins of UNGA in 2025. If confirmed, I would encourage the 
Philippines to host a similar event at this year’s UNGA. 

Question. If confirmed, what would be your priorities for boosting the Philippines’ 
cooperation with regional partners such as Australia, Vietnam, Japan, and Taiwan? 
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Answer. Enhancing cooperation between the Philippines and regional partners in 
the areas of security assistance, economic development, and private sector invest-
ment is a powerful force multiplier and an important component of burden sharing. 
If confirmed, I look forward to continuing the effective work of our Embassy in Ma-
nila to convene partners and allies in support of the Philippines across a wide range 
of issues. 
Economics, Trade, and Health Security 

Question. How can the U.S. ensure that the Luzon Economic Corridor delivers for 
both Filipino and American citizens? 

Answer. The Luzon Economic Corridor is a signature economic initiative that will 
accelerate high-impact infrastructure investment and improve logistics and energy 
access in the Philippines’ most economically important region. This infrastructure 
will benefit U.S. companies operating within the Corridor as well as support the 
Philippines’ economic security, defense security posture, and regional deterrence. If 
confirmed, I will work with our partners to catalyze investments in the Luzon Eco-
nomic Corridor. 

Question. What is the unique value-add of U.S. participation and investments in 
the Luzon Economic Corridor? In comparison, where are some areas where we can 
encourage regional partners or the private sector to increase their involvement? 

Answer. U.S. Government and private sector participation in the Luzon Economic 
corridor provides both expertise and investment in this economically dynamic part 
of the Philippines. For example, working together with the Australian and Japanese 
governments and private sectors, we can accelerate coordinated, high-impact infra-
structure investments to drive regional development and shared prosperity. The 
Luzon Economic Corridor provides a unique opportunity to make a return on an in-
vestment and support U.S. strategic interests in the Indo-Pacific. 

Question. Last year, the U.S. announced $250 million to support the health secu-
rity of the Filipino people. If confirmed, what would be your priorities for health- 
related diplomacy in the Philippines? 

Answer. Secretary Rubio’s announcement of plans to allocate $250 million in 
health assistance to the Philippines reflects the Trump administration’s 
prioritization of foreign assistance to a vital ally, partner, and friend. If confirmed, 
I will work with colleagues across the administration to identify priority areas for 
health diplomacy including tuberculosis and maternal health as well as investing 
in preparedness, detection, and response capabilities to reduce the threat of emerg-
ing diseases and protect our homelands. 
Trafficking in Persons 

Despite its Tier 1 designation in the State Department’s 2025 Trafficking 
in Persons Report, the government of the Philippines failed to identify a 
large portion of potential trafficking victims exploited in online scam oper-
ations and did not take proper action to prevent inappropriate penalization 
for acts of forced criminality. The government also identified fewer victims 
and official corruption and complicity in trafficking remained of concern. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps would you take to help the Philippines 
operationalize the prioritized recommendations contained in the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to working with the Philippines to operationalize 
the recommendations in the Trafficking in Persons Report. I would also ensure that 
the findings of the report are delivered to the appropriate Philippines government 
officials to highlight the importance of countering trafficking in persons. 
Religious Freedom 

In the State Department’s 2023 Report on International Religious Free-
dom, the Philippines was noted for concern from religious minorities that 
the Magna Carta of Religious Freedom Act does not offer equal protections, 
prosecuting religious groups and organizations, and issues around religious 
accommodations for prisoners. 

Question. What is your assessment of these issues, and if confirmed how will you 
work with the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Free-
dom to support religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. As a member of the United State Holocaust Memorial Council, I take 
very seriously the issue of religious freedom for all. If confirmed, I commit to work-
ing closely with the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious 
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Freedom and will use my position as U.S. Ambassador to advocate respect for reli-
gious freedom in the Philippines. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps will you take to help the Philippines 
increase societal and governmental respect for religious freedom? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with the team at Embassy Manila to as-
sess any constraints on religious freedom and align our public messaging and pri-
vate outreach to senior Philippine government officials with guidance from the office 
of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom. 
Human Rights 

In the State Department’s 2024 Country Reports on Human Rights Prac-
tices, the Philippines was described that it had ‘‘significant human rights 
abuses included credible reports of arbitrary or unlawful killings; disappear-
ances; torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment and punishment; 
arbitrary arrest or detention; unlawful recruitment or use of child soldiers 
by terrorists and groups in rebellion against the government; serious restric-
tions on freedom of expression and media freedom . . . ’’ 

Question. If confirmed, how will you direct embassy staff to engage with policy-
makers and civil society to encourage improvement regarding the concerning human 
rights situation in the Philippines? 

Answer. Promoting respect for human rights and the rule of law is fundamental 
to U.S. relations with the Philippines. The alliance with the Philippines is 
foundational to the U.S. role in the Indo-Pacific, and the relationship is built on 
shared principles. I understand that President Marcos’s administration has made 
some progress on improving the human rights situation in the Philippines. If con-
firmed, I will ensure the team at our embassy will continue to diligently monitor 
the human rights situation in the Philippines and engage with policymakers to en-
courage rights reform. 
International Organizations 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you would work with IO and USUN 
colleagues in capital to promote American and likeminded initiatives in the U.N. 
system, including on technical matters at specialized bodies. 

Answer. My experience working at USOAS has taught me the importance of 
working in international organizations to advance U.S. interests, particularly when 
it comes to competing with China. If confirmed, I look forward to working with col-
leagues in IO and USUN to promote American initiatives in the U.N. system. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you will engage in capital to win sup-
port for key U.S. priorities at the U.N. 

Answer. If confirmed, I look forward to working in close coordination with col-
leagues at the U.S. Mission to the U.N. and in the State Department’s Bureau of 
International Organizations to advocate for U.S. interests with the appropriate Phil-
ippines interlocutors. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEE LIPTON BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. American personnel and their family members are facing evolving 
threats abroad in the wake of the U.S. strikes on Iran and Iran’s retaliation. These 
threats are not limited to the Middle East region, unfortunately. Do you commit to 
prioritizing the safety and security of Americans overseas, including individuals 
under Chief of Mission authority, and advocating for the resources you need to 
prioritize American citizen safety? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you commit to following the same policies on telework and remote 

work that apply to the staff you would oversee? 
Answer. Yes. 
Question. If confirmed, do you plan to get to post as soon as possible, and are you 

aware that any arrival after 60 days is subject to a notification and accompanying 
justification to this Committee? 

Answer. Yes. 
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RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEE LIPTON BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

China’s Influence in the Philippines: China has sought to expand its eco-
nomic influence in Southeast Asia through initiatives such as the Belt and 
Road Initiative. The Philippines remains a key strategic and economic part-
ner for the U.S. in the Indo-Pacific. Through a combination of financial in-
centives and coordinated disinformation campaigns, China is seeking to 
shift the regional balance of power. 

Question. If confirmed as Ambassador, what strategic measures would you pursue 
to ensure that the U.S. remains the Philippines’ partner of choice, particularly in 
the context of China’s expanding economic and political influence in the region? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with our full interagency country team, includ-
ing the Department of War as appropriate, and the private sector to ensure our ties 
with the Philippines remain strong on all fronts. In addition to our 75-year bilateral 
alliance, the United States remains a leading investment and trade partner that de-
livers prosperity and innovation throughout the country. Besides doing my part to 
shore up defense ties, I will work with the Philippines government on addressing 
trade and investment irritants and work to ensure U.S. firms can continue to play 
a leading role in the Philippine economy. 

Asian Development Bank: Manila is home to the headquarters of the 
Asian Development Bank, a major regional multilateral development institu-
tion that provides loans, grants, and policy support to promote sustainable 
economic and social development across Asia and the Pacific. 

Question. How do you intend to work with and coordinate with the ADB, ASEAN, 
and other international organizations to strengthen U.S.-Philippine cooperation and 
advance shared economic and security goals in the Indo-Pacific? 

Answer. The ADB and ASEAN are key partners in our cooperation with the Phil-
ippines. If confirmed, I will consider it a great honor to take over the Ambassador-
ship in Manila when the Philippines serves as ASEAN chair. I look forward to ad-
vancing infrastructure projects in the Luzon Economic Corridor and working with 
the ADB on high standard financing developments to unlock further growth. The 
ASEAN calendar creates a constant drumbeat of gatherings that offer opportunities 
to pursue security and economic objectives. I will work closely with the Philippine 
government and our own mission to ASEAN to support the Philippines as chair 
while advancing U.S. goals. 

Mutual Defense Treaty: China continues to assert expansive claims and 
employ coercive tactics in the South China Sea, including against Philippine 
vessels. 

Question. In your view, how should the U.S. respond if China escalates pressure 
on the Philippines? 

Answer. We have a longstanding alliance with the Philippines, and our peoples 
have stood together in war and peace. Chinese pressure has only served to strength-
en our resolve and bring us closer together. I commit to working with our full inter-
agency team to support our alliance in the face of any challenges. 

Question. What role should the Mutual Defense Treaty play in deterring further 
aggression from the PRC? 

Answer. The Mutual Defense Treaty is the bedrock of the U.S.-Philippines Alli-
ance. Our alliance supports a free and open Indo Pacific. China must always know 
that our commitment to the Philippines is ironclad. 

Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response: The termination of 
USAID programs by the Trump Administration in 2025 has threatened to 
undermine critical domestic support for Enhanced Defense Cooperation 
Agreement (EDCA) sites. To justify the need for four new EDCA bases in 
2025, President Marcos secured the Biden Administration’s support to pre- 
position humanitarian aid at the sites. Previously, that aid proved crucial 
in responses to six typhoons in 2024. 

Question. In the absence of USAID, if confirmed, how would you improve rapid 
humanitarian assistance and disaster response capacity to these communities in a 
country frequently affected by typhoons and natural disasters? 

Answer. Working together to respond to acute needs in the face of disasters is a 
priority in our defense cooperation. If confirmed, I will work with the Philippine gov-
ernment, the new Bureau for Disaster and Humanitarian Response, and our full 
interagency team, including the Department of War as appropriate, to make sure 
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we are fully prepared before disasters strike and to facilitate a robust response in 
the moment of crisis. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEE LIPTON BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Despite some improvements under President Marcos, the Philippines re-
mains one of the world’s most dangerous countries for journalists: three jour-
nalists were killed in 2025, and the former Eastern Vista reporter Frenchie 
Mae Cumpio has been detained for 6 years. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to reviewing the state of press freedom and 
raising press freedom cases with the Government of the Philippines? 

Answer. Yes. Press freedoms are essential pillars of free societies and democratic 
governance. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO LEE LIPTON BY SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH 

Question. In September 2025, the Trump administration announced plans to allo-
cate $250 million to the Philippines to address public health challenges, including 
strengthening health systems, tuberculosis control and maternal health. If con-
firmed, how will you help ensure that this funding is used to strengthen health in-
stitutions in the Philippines? 

Answer. If confirmed, I pledge to work with our country team in Embassy Manila 
and other stakeholders to identify the most pressing areas of need and collaborate 
on creative, impactful programming that will help ensure the $250 million is used 
efficiently and effectively. 

Question. If confirmed, will you work with U.S. companies, some of which have 
been in the Philippines for decades, to ensure that this funding is spent not only 
on traditional communicable disease programs, but also on emerging chronic dis-
eases such as cancer and heart disease? 

Answer. If confirmed, I pledge that our health assistance programming will be 
spent in ways that advance our shared goals and defend the health security of both 
the United States and the Philippines. I believe health challenges are multifaceted 
and complex, and I look forward to seeing how our funding can advance progress 
on challenges including chronic disease. I look forward to working with private sec-
tor partners with expertise on the ground and to hearing their perspectives as we 
shape our programs. 

Question. If confirmed, how would you work with the Government of the Phil-
ippines to advance opportunities for U.S.-Philippine drone co-production? 

Answer. Developing the defense industrial base is a key goal of our bilateral de-
fense cooperation. I understand the Philippines’ implementation of its Self-Reliant 
Defense Posture program is creating opportunities for drone manufacturing, both for 
defense and civilian use. I look forward to drawing on my decades of private sector 
experience to identify and advance opportunities for U.S. firms. 

Question. What other international partners do you think the U.S. and the Phil-
ippines could work with to support drone co-production? 

Answer. Our cooperation with like-minded partners is an important force multi-
plier for our efforts in the Philippines, both in drone co-production and for our eco-
nomic and defense efforts more generally. I understand Taiwan is particularly inter-
ested in drone co-production and know [trilateral] cooperation with the Philippines 
is particularly advanced with Japan in general. I look forward to working with 
them, and any other interested like-minded partner, to advance this critical indus-
try. 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit to seeking a briefing on your roles and 
responsibilities in the event of a U.S. non-combatant evacuation operation in the 
Philippines within 30 days of presenting your credentials? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. If confirmed, will you commit to ensuring Embassy Manila and Con-

sular Agency Cebu review and update their Emergency Action Plans annually? 
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Answer. Yes. 
Question. If confirmed, what additional steps will you take to improve Mission 

Philippines’ ability to protect U.S. citizens during a crisis? 
Answer. If confirmed, protecting U.S. citizens overseas will be my number one pri-

ority. In the Philippines, I will work with the entirety of our interagency country 
team to ensure we are utilizing our full capacity to protect U.S. citizens in any po-
tential crisis. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ASEL ROBERTS BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2025 Trafficking in Persons Report, Slovenia 
was upgraded to Tier 1 given significant improvements during the reporting period. 
Despite this progress, the government identified less victims, initiated fewer perse-
cutions, and did not identify child or asylum-seeker victims despite the risks posed 
to these groups. 

If confirmed, what concrete steps would you take to help Slovenia operationalize 
the prioritized recommendations contained in the Trafficking in Persons Report? 

Answer. The Trump administration is committed to the fight against human traf-
ficking, and the Trafficking in Persons Report is an important tool to press countries 
to take serious action. Slovenia has made significant progress on the Department’s 
2025 prioritized recommendations, including by improving victim identification, 
screening, and efforts to investigate and prosecute labor trafficking. If confirmed, I 
will work to spur Slovenia to continue making progress on combatting trafficking 
in persons. 

Question. In the State Department’s 2023 Report on International Religious Free-
dom, Slovenia was noted for instances of religious intolerance including 
vandalization of memorials and houses of worship, complaints from larger institu-
tions regarding changes to state benefits for religious workers, and concerns from 
religious minorities of insufficient spiritual care in hospitals, prisons, and the mili-
tary. 

What is your assessment of these issues, and if confirmed how will you work with 
the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom to sup-
port religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. Religious freedom is a key priority for the Administration. Slovenia’s con-
stitution guarantees equal rights for all religious communities. If confirmed, I com-
mit to engaging on religious freedom issues bilaterally with the Slovenian govern-
ment and to working with the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International 
Religious Freedom to support religious freedom in Slovenia. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps will you take to help Slovenia increase 
societal and governmental respect for religious freedom? 

Answer. The Slovenian government generally maintains strong protections for re-
ligious freedoms. If confirmed, I will ensure my team works closely with the Ambas-
sador-at-large for Religious Freedom to promote respect for religious freedom in our 
diplomatic engagements and public messaging. I will also engage with faith leaders 
and non-governmental organizations to promote interfaith dialogue and tolerance. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you would work with IO and USUN 
colleagues in capital to promote American and likeminded initiatives in the U.N. 
system, including on technical matters at specialized bodies. 

Answer. The United States and Slovenia cooperate closely in the United Nations, 
and Slovenia is an active participant in U.N. technical and specialized bodies. For 
example, we work together in the IAEA to support nuclear safety and nonprolifera-
tion. If confirmed, I will cooperate closely with my colleagues in the IO Bureau and 
at our U.N. Missions around the world to ensure my bilateral engagements support 
and advance U.S. priorities in multilateral fora. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you will engage in capital to win sup-
port for key U.S. priorities at the U.N. 

Answer. As President Trump has said, the U.N. has potential—but it has fallen 
far short. The U.N. has strayed from its founding mission of promoting peace and 
security, but the Administration is working to bring it back to basics, including by 
advancing President Trump’s America-first, peace-through-strength foreign policy 
and significantly streamlining the U.N. budget and staff footprint. If confirmed, I 
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will consistently engage Slovenian government counterparts to press them to sup-
port U.S. priorities at the U.N. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO ASEL ROBERTS BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. American personnel and their family members are facing evolving 
threats abroad in the wake of the U.S. strikes on Iran and Iran’s retaliation. These 
threats are not limited to the Middle East region, unfortunately. Do you commit to 
prioritizing the safety and security of Americans overseas, including individuals 
under Chief of Mission authority, and advocating for the resources you need to 
prioritize American citizen safety? 

Answer. If confirmed, my highest priority will be the safety and security of Ameri-
cans under my authority. I will engage with Department leadership throughout the 
budget process to ensure my team has the necessary resources to prioritize Amer-
ican citizen safety. 

Question. Do you commit to following the same policies on telework and remote 
work that apply to the staff you would oversee? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will follow the same policies on telework and remote 
work that apply to my team. 

Question. If confirmed, do you plan to get to post as soon as possible, and are you 
aware that any arrival after 60 days is subject to a notification and accompanying 
justification to this Committee? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed I will plan to arrive at post well within 60 days. 
Question. Slovenia has a unique historical experience as a regional country that 

successfully joined NATO and the EU. How do you think the US can partner with 
Slovenia on promoting rule of law in the Western Balkans region necessary for fa-
cilitating Euro Atlantic integration? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will engage with Slovenian government counterparts to 
further cooperation in advancing our goals of peace and stability in the Western 
Balkans. 

Question. Slovenia is also an important contributor to the KFOR peacekeeping 
mission in Kosovo. Do you agree we should remain committed to a U.S. presence 
in KFOR, and will you commit to inform the Administration and Congress about 
any concerns raised by the Slovenian government should we consider adjusting our 
posture? 

Answer. KFOR plays an essential role in maintaining peace and stability in the 
region, and we value Slovenia’s participation. While I am not aware of plans to ad-
just the U.S. presence in KFOR, if confirmed I would relay any Slovenian concerns 
about our KFOR posture. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. TROY EDGAR BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. In the State Department’s 2025 Trafficking in Persons Report, El Sal-
vador remained on Tier 2, despite increased efforts by the El Salvadorian govern-
ment. The government did not meet the minimum standards for the elimination of 
trafficking in several key areas including fewer investigations and victim identifica-
tion, and no identification of adult male or foreign national victims. If confirmed, 
what concrete steps would you take to help El Salvador operationalize the 
prioritized recommendations contained in the Trafficking in Persons Report? 

Answer. I understand the Government of El Salvador has continued to improve 
its efforts to eliminate trafficking in persons, including prosecuting more suspects, 
convicting more traffickers, assisting more child victims in the government’s special-
ized shelter, and increasing anti-trafficking training for criminal justice officials, but 
work remains to be done. If confirmed, I commit to continuing and elevating the im-
portant work underway and I would leverage available partnership and technical 
assistance opportunities to work with the Government of El Salvador to 
operationalize the prioritized recommendations contained in the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report. 
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Question. In the State Department’s 2023 Report on International Religious Free-
dom, El Salvador was noted for generally respecting religious freedom, with some 
key exceptions regarding the State of Exception and its application to gang mem-
bers. What is your assessment of these issues, and if confirmed how will you work 
with the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Freedom to 
support religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. I understand that because of the State of Exception, gangs could no 
longer effectively restrict religious groups’ activities. If confirmed, I will support Em-
bassy San Salvador’s ongoing work to engage with the religious community and will 
collaborate with the Principal Advisor for Global Religious Freedom to support reli-
gious freedom in El Salvador. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps will you take to help El Salvador in-
crease societal and governmental respect for religious freedom? 

Answer. I understand the Salvadoran constitution already provides for freedom of 
religion and prohibits discrimination based on religion. Additionally, I understand 
Embassy San Salvador has engaged on religious freedom and tolerance with the 
government and religious leaders from the Catholic and Jewish communities. If con-
firmed, I commit to continuing and elevating the important work underway with rel-
evant government institutions and the religious community in El Salvador to pro-
mote religious freedom. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you would work with IO and USUN 
colleagues in capital to promote American and likeminded initiatives in the U.N. 
system, including on technical matters at specialized bodies. 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work with Embassy San Salvador staff to develop 
strong relationships with IO and USUN colleagues to deliver on American and 
likeminded priorities in the U.N. system. I would coordinate with IO and USUN to 
ensure the Embassy San Salvador team continues to deliver demarches and other 
messaging and reports updates back to Washington in an efficient and effective 
manner and would proactively identify and communicate additional opportunities to 
coordinate with my Salvadoran counterparts. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you will engage in capital to win sup-
port for key U.S. priorities at the U.N. 

Answer. If confirmed, I would develop strong relationships with Salvadoran lead-
ership to promote American and likeminded initiatives in the U.N. system. I would 
work with our Salvadoran partners to proactively identify shared economic and na-
tional security priorities so we can jointly advance those throughout the U.N. sys-
tem. 

Question. What are aspects of El Salvador’s economic, political, or security co-
operation with China that in your view would be contrary to or threaten U.S. na-
tional interests? 

Answer. China’s economic and political expansion into the Western Hemisphere 
poses risks for U.S. national security and prosperity and threatens critical supply 
chains in the hemisphere. As the United States and El Salvador deepen our part-
nership, we must work together to ensure our technology and infrastructure are se-
cure and protected from potential threats. 

Question. Please explain whether El Salvador’s diplomatic recognition of China 
has brought any tangible benefits to the Salvadoran people. 

Answer. While I cannot comment on behalf of the Salvadoran people, if confirmed, 
I commit to seeking deepened U.S. trade, and commercial, security, and cultural ties 
with El Salvador to benefit both our countries and as partners push back against 
malign influence. 

Question. What are your views on the Chinese run Confucius institute in the Uni-
versity of El Salvador? Does the administration believe this expands Chinese malign 
influence? 

Answer. I understand China is attempting to grow its cultural influence in El Sal-
vador, including through the Confucius Institute. If confirmed, I look forward to 
working with actors across the Salvadoran government, and the public and private 
sectors to ensure the United States remains the prime partner in El Salvador. 

Question. Please explain what steps you would take to implement the February 
2025 MOU on Strategic Civil Nuclear Energy Cooperation with El Salvador. 

Answer. I understand implementation of the February 2025 MOU is already un-
derway, including through El Salvador’s participation in the Fundamental Infra-
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structure for the Responsible Use of Small Modular Reactor Technology initiative. 
If confirmed, I would support continued technical partnerships and information 
sharing with the Government of El Salvador and would work with relevant stake-
holders across the U.S. Government to leverage additional technical cooperation. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. TROY EDGAR BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. American personnel and their family members are facing evolving 
threats abroad in the wake of the U.S. strikes on Iran and Iran’s retaliation. These 
threats are not limited to the Middle East region, unfortunately. Do you commit to 
prioritizing the safety and security of Americans overseas, including individuals 
under Chief of Mission authority, and advocating for the resources you need to 
prioritize American citizen safety? 

Answer. Yes. There is no higher priority for an Embassy or an ambassador than 
the safety and security of U.S. citizens. 

Question. Do you commit to following the same policies on telework and remote 
work that apply to the staff you would oversee? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. If confirmed, do you plan to get to post as soon as possible, and are you 

aware that any arrival after 60 days is subject to a notification and accompanying 
justification to this Committee? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. The United States is giving millions of dollars to foreign governments 

in exchange for those governments taking third country nationals, with little-to-no 
oversight over how those funds are being used. El Salvador has received $4.76 mil-
lion from the United States related to its agreement to take third country deportees. 
Yet it is unclear if the U.S. is conducting any due diligence or following up on how 
that money is being spent. If confirmed, do you commit to do so and report back 
to this Committee on how those funds are being spent? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you believe President Bukele or high-level members of his govern-

ment have links to transnational criminal organizations, including MS13? 
Answer. I would defer assessment of this question to the Department of Justice. 
Question. If under your tenure as Ambassador to El Salvador you were to receive 

credible information that President Bukele had links with transnational criminal or-
ganizations, how would you respond? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would share any credible information about alleged crimi-
nal activity with the Department and interagency leadership, including our law en-
forcement agencies, to formulate an appropriate response to any potential informa-
tion received. 

Question. What is your assessment of the ongoing state of exception in El Sal-
vador, and do you support its continuation? 

Answer. I understand before the State of Exception, criminal gangs and violence 
dominated daily life in El Salvador and severely limited economic opportunities, as 
well as enjoyment of the rights to life and freedom of movement for ordinary Salva-
dorans. El Salvador is now regarded as one of the safest countries in the Western 
Hemisphere, with the realization of the above rights by ordinary Salvadorans finally 
possible. 

If confirmed, I commit to continued engagement with the Government of El Sal-
vador to build on those security gains making both countries safer and stronger 
while emphasizing the importance of operating within a constitutional framework 
of due process and law and order. 

Question. Do you believe that the activities committed under the state of exception 
by President Bukele’s government, which include mass trials and limited access to 
representation, comply with El Salvador’s human rights obligations and amount to 
fair due process? 

Answer. I understand before the State of Exception, criminal gangs and violence 
dominated daily life in El Salvador and severely limited economic opportunities, and 
enjoyment of the rights to life and freedom of movement for ordinary Salvadorans. 



65 

Salvadorans regularly talk about how the improved security situation contributes to 
their quality of life. 

If confirmed, I commit to continued engagement with the Government of El Sal-
vador to build on those security gains making both countries safer and stronger 
while emphasizing the importance of a constitutional framework of due process and 
law and order. 

Question. According to Transparency International’s 2025 Corruption Perceptions 
Index, public sector corruption in El Salvador remains close to its all-time high in 
2022, scoring 32 out of 100, where 0 means highly corrupt. The State Department’s 
2022 human rights report states that multiple officials in the executive branch were 
accused of corrupt acts and characterized the impunity for official corruption as en-
demic and that the Bukele government actively prevented prosecution of those offi-
cials unless they were political opponents. Do you agree with these assessments? 

Answer. I understand from the 2025 Investment Climate Statement recent polling 
shows public confidence in government institutions has significantly increased, and 
the public believes there is less corruption in government institutions. If confirmed, 
I look forward to meeting with a broad range of private sector, civil society, and gov-
ernment officials to gain a better understanding of current dynamics related to con-
tinuing to improve the business climate and government transparency, both of 
which are vital to attract U.S. investment. 

Question. Are you concerned that corruption in El Salvador undermines U.S. na-
tional security and creates a negative environment for private investment? 

Answer. I understand the government aggressively prosecutes credible allegations 
of corruption and enacted a new Anti-Corruption Law last year. The Department 
of State’s 2025 Investment Climate Statement reports that businesses assess the 
once-common practice of government officials demanding bribes to perform govern-
ment services has stopped almost entirely. 

If confirmed, I look forward to partnering with the Government of El Salvador to 
continue to strengthen the operating environment for U.S. companies and the Salva-
doran economy. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. TROY EDGAR BY SENATOR CORY A. BOOKER 

Question. During your tenure as Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security begin-
ning in March 2025, did you personally visit the Terrorism Confinement Center, 
also known as CECOT? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Were you aware that CECOT was reported to have violated human 

rights through systemic torture, physical abuse, sexual violence, deprivation and in-
humane living conditions? 

Answer. I did not have knowledge of that. 
Question. As Deputy Secretary, what role, if any, did you play in approving the 

transfer of individuals to CECOT in March 2025, including at least one who had 
a U.S. court order preventing him from transfer to El Salvador? 

Answer. As DHS has stated in court, Secretary Noem made that decision. 
Question. As Deputy Secretary, when individuals were transferred to CECOT in 

March 2025, were you concerned about inhumane prison conditions, mistreatment, 
or the risk of torture? 

Answer. As previously mentioned, I had no knowledge of those reports. 
Question. In 2025, President Trump stated that he would support sending Amer-

ican citizens to CECOT. If confirmed, do you support sending American citizens to 
CECOT? 

Answer. I support convicted criminals being held accountable. 
Question. As Deputy Secretary, are you aware of how many individuals sent to 

El Salvador under the Trump Administration remain detained at CECOT as of 
today? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
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RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. TROY EDGAR BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. During your hearing, you said you were not aware of human rights 
abuses in El Salvador but committed to reviewing all of the facts including relevant 
reports and data. If confirmed, do you commit to meeting with human rights organi-
zations with expertise in El Salvador before departing for post? 

Answer. Yes. Additionally, if confirmed, I commit to engaging with a wide range 
of actors in El Salvador across government, the private sector, and non-govern-
mental institutions, including human rights organizations. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO HON. TROY EDGAR BY SENATOR TAMMY DUCKWORTH 

Question. When do you believe it is appropriate for a sitting U.S. Ambassador to 
contact the State Department Office of Inspector General (OIG)? 

Answer. It is appropriate for a sitting U.S. Ambassador to contact the State De-
partment Office of Inspector General to prevent and detect waste, fraud, abuse, and 
mismanagement in the programs and operations of the Department of State. Addi-
tionally, the head of a Post is required by law to submit a report to the IG within 
five business days after being made aware of allegations of waste, fraud, or abuse 
in a Department program or operation or certain misconduct on the part of a De-
partment employee. If confirmed, I will take this obligation very seriously and com-
mit to strictly abide by it. 

Question. If confirmed as U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador, what would you do if 
you were alerted to credible allegations that an employee of Embassy San Salvador 
had attempted to prevent, prohibit or otherwise obstruct the State Department 
OIG’s execution of an audit, investigation, inspection, subpoena or other activity? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would take all necessary steps to ensure the State Depart-
ment OIG receives necessary cooperation from Embassy San Salvador staff and will 
follow all laws, regulations, and policies surrounding potential disciplinary or other 
action. 

Question. If confirmed, what would you do if you were alerted to credible allega-
tions that an employee of Embassy San Salvador had lied to a criminal investigator 
employed by the State Department OIG? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would take all necessary steps to ensure the State Depart-
ment OIG receives necessary cooperation from Embassy San Salvador staff and will 
follow all laws, regulations, and policies surrounding potential disciplinary or other 
action. 

Question. If confirmed, what would you do if you were alerted to credible allega-
tions that an employee of Embassy San Salvador had lied to a criminal investigator 
employed by the Bureau of Diplomatic Security? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would follow all laws, regulations, and policies sur-
rounding necessary follow up and potential disciplinary or other action. 

Question. If confirmed, what would you do if you were alerted to credible allega-
tions that an employee of Embassy San Salvador had lied to a criminal investigator 
employed by the U.S. Department of Justice? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would follow all laws, regulations, and policies sur-
rounding necessary follow up and potential disciplinary or other action. 

Question. If confirmed, if an employee of Embassy San Salvador told you that they 
were pressured by another State Department employee to lie to Federal criminal in-
vestigators, what immediate steps would you take? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would follow all laws, regulations, and policies sur-
rounding necessary reporting and potential disciplinary or other action. 

Question. If confirmed, if the State Department OIG initiated an investigation or 
audit involving activities at your mission or conducted an inspection of Embassy 
San Salvador under your tenure, what steps would you take to ensure full coopera-
tion by embassy staff? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would take all necessary steps to ensure the State Depart-
ment OIG receives necessary cooperation from Embassy San Salvador staff, includ-
ing provision of their time and input to any investigations or audits. 
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Question. If confirmed, if the Secretary of State instructed you to delay or limit 
your cooperation with a State Department OIG audit, investigation, inspection or 
subpoena, what would you do? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would follow all laws, regulations, and policies sur-
rounding cooperating with a State Department OIG audit, investigation, inspection, 
or subpoena. 

Question. If confirmed, if the Secretary of State instructed you to delay or limit 
a subordinate’s cooperation with a State Department OIG audit, investigation, in-
spection or subpoena, what would you do? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would follow all laws, regulations, and policies sur-
rounding cooperating with a State Department OIG audit, investigation, inspection, 
or subpoena. 

Question. If confirmed, will you commit to prioritizing the maintenance and ex-
pansion of Embassy San Salvador’s American Liaison Network to improve country- 
wide coverage for U.S. citizens? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will commit to prioritizing the maintenance and expansion 
of Embassy San Salvador’s American Liaison Network to improve country-wide cov-
erage for U.S. citizens. 

Question. If confirmed, what other steps will you take to improve Embassy San 
Salvador’s ability to protect U.S. citizens during a crisis? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with Embassy San Salvador and the Depart-
ment to avail the Embassy of all available training opportunities to improve Em-
bassy San Salvador’s ability to protect U.S. citizens during a crisis. 

Question. If confirmed, would you ever instruct or pressure a consular officer at 
Embassy San Salvador to issue a visa to a specific foreign national? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would not instruct or pressure a consular officer at Em-
bassy San Salvador to issue a visa to a specific foreign national. 

Question. If confirmed, would you ever instruct or pressure a consular officer at 
Embassy San Salvador to deny a visa to a specific foreign national? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would not instruct or pressure a consular officer at Em-
bassy San Salvador to deny a visa to a specific foreign national. 

Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS), have you ever communicated with the DHS OIG about 
Secretary Noem’s authorities pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 417? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, have you ever in-

structed, ordered, counseled or suggested that DHS General Counsel James Per-
cival, or any other official or Special Government Employee of DHS, communicate 
with DHS OIG regarding 5 U.S.C. § 417? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, have you ever in-

structed, ordered, counseled or suggested to a DHS component that it delay or 
refuse cooperation with the DHS OIG? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, have you ever in-

structed, ordered or counseled or suggested to a DHS component that it deny DHS 
OIG access to a DHS system? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, have you ever in-

structed, ordered, counseled, or suggested to a DHS component that it delay or 
refuse cooperation with the Immigration and Customs Enforcement Office of Profes-
sional Responsibility (ICE OPR) or Customs and Border Protection Office of Profes-
sional Responsibility (CBP OPR)? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, have you ever in-

structed, ordered, counseled or suggested to a subordinate that they direct ICE OPR 
or CBP OPR not to investigate a specific use of force incident? 

Answer. No. 
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Question. In her role as Secretary of Homeland Security, are you aware of any 
situation in which Secretary Noem instructed, ordered, counseled or suggested to a 
subordinate that they direct ICE OPR or CBP OPR not to investigate a specific use 
of force incident? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, has Gregory Bovino 

ever reported directly to you in your capacity as Deputy Secretary of DHS? 
Answer. No. 
Question. As of March 6, 2026, does Gregory Bovino directly report to CBP Com-

missioner Scott? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If not, who does Gregory Bovino directly report to? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If a Border Patrol agent received conflicting orders from Gregory Bovino 

and Commissioner Scott, whose order do you believe, in your current capacity as 
Deputy Secretary of DHS, that agent should prioritize? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, did you make the 

final determination to task ICE Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) agents with 
investigating the shooting of Alex Pretti? 

Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Alex Pretti shooting. I would 
refer you to DHS. 

Question. If not, who made that determination? 
Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Alex Pretti shooting. I would 

refer you to DHS. 
Question. Why was ICE HSI brought in to investigate the shooting of Alex Pretti? 
Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Alex Pretti shooting. I would 

refer you to DHS. 
Question. Are you aware of examples, aside from the shotting of Alex Pretti, in 

which ICE HSI was tasked with investigating a use of force incident by a DHS 
agent or officer? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. In her role as Secretary of Homeland Security, did Secretary Kristi 

Noem personally approve the hiring of all individuals at or above GS–15? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How many GS–15 or higher positions are currently vacant at DHS? 

Please list the position, agency, and number of current vacancies. 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Who at DHS makes the final determination as to which employees are 

excepted during a government shutdown? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Please provide a breakdown of the number of excepted vs. furloughed 

employees at each DHS component agency as of March 6, 2026. 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Please provide a breakdown of the number of excepted vs. furloughed 

1811 criminal investigators at each DHS component agency as of March 6, 2026. 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Have any ongoing ICE use of force investigations been paused due to 

the current shutdown? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Have any ongoing CBP use of force investigations been paused due to 

the current shutdown? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, do you believe ICE 

and Border Patrol agents have a duty to intervene if they witness a fellow Federal 
officer using inappropriate force against an individual? 
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Answer. I am not aware of DHS’s specific policy on this, though it is my under-
standing that the policy has not been changed since the Biden Administration. 

Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, do you believe ICE 
and Border Patrol agents have a duty to render aid to an individual who has been 
injured by an agent? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Do you believe DHS agents and officers have absolute immunity while 

performing their duties? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. When surging DHS resources for a major operation such as Operation 

Midway Blitz, does DHS also surge OPR personnel to provide oversight? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What factors does DHS consider when determining the types and 

amounts of munitions needed for a major operation such as Operation Midway 
Blitz? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What types of munitions and how many of each type were sent to Illi-

nois for the purposes of Operation Midway Blitz? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Following the shooting of Silverio Villegas Gonzalez, were any ICE OPR 

or CBP OPR investigators tasked with determining whether DHS personnel oper-
ated in compliance with agency policy? 

Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of this shooting. I would refer you 
to DHS. 

Question. Following the shooting of Marimar Martinez, were any ICE OPR or 
CBP OPR investigators tasked with determining whether DHS personnel operated 
in compliance with agency policy? 

Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Martinez shooting. I would 
refer you to DHS. 

Question. Following the shooting of Renee Good, were any ICE OPR or CBP OPR 
investigators tasked with determining whether DHS personnel operated in compli-
ance with agency policy? 

Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Good shooting. I would refer 
you to DHS. 

Question. Following the shooting of Alex Pretti, were any ICE OPR or CBP OPR 
investigators tasked with determining whether DHS personnel operated in compli-
ance with agency policy? 

Answer. I was not involved in the aftermath of the Pretti shooting. I would refer 
you to DHS. 

Question. Is CBP Directive 4320–030B, Incident-Driven Video Recording System 
Directive, currently in effect? If not, what guidance now dictates CBP’s use of body 
worn cameras? 

Answer. I am not aware of this policy or whether it has been changed. I would 
refer you to DHS. 

Question. How many body worn cameras does DHS currently possess? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Does DHS currently possess enough body worn cameras to issue one to 

every agent or officer deployed to the field? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If not, what efforts has DHS made to procure enough body worn cam-

eras to do so? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Is ICE Directive 10039.2, Consideration of U.S. Military Service When 

Making Discretionary Determinations with Regard to Enforcement Actions Against 
Noncitizens currently in effect? 

Answer. I am not aware that this policy has been changed. I would refer you to 
DHS. 
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Question. If not, please explain what guidance now dictates ICE’s policy regarding 
removable non-citizens with U.S. military service. 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How many non-citizens with U.S. military service did DHS deport in fis-

cal year 2025? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How many non-citizens with U.S. military service did DHS deport to 

countries other than a country of nationality in fiscal year 2025? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. As of March 6, 2026, how many non-citizens with U.S. military service 

has DHS deported in fiscal year 2026? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. As of March 6, 2026, how many non-citizens with U.S. military service 

has DHS deported to countries other than a country of nationality in fiscal year 
2026? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What resources and authorities does DHS need from Congress to iden-

tify foreign nationals’ military service and Veteran status before initiating removal 
proceedings and throughout that process? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Have you read or been briefed on the May 12, 2025, memo signed by 

acting ICE Director Todd Lyons authorizing ICE agents to rely on Form I–205 (an 
administrative warrant) to enter the residence of an alien subject to a final order 
without consent, including by force? 

Answer. This policy may have been reviewed by my office, but it was based on 
the position of the Acting General Counsel, the Acting ICE Director, and ultimately 
the Secretary. I do not recall the specifics of this policy, and I do not recall express-
ing any opinion on it. 

Question. Do you believe an ICE administrative warrant, unsigned by a Federal 
judge, meets the standard for a warrant requirement under the Fourth Amend-
ment? 

Answer. I am not an attorney. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Do you believe the First Amendment protects an individual’s right to 

photograph and film DHS agents in public? 
Answer. I am not an attorney. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Have you read or been briefed on the contents of an August 26, 2025, 

Seven-Day letter from the DHS OIG regarding a failed audit of TSA’s airport secu-
rity checkpoint screenings? 

Answer. Yes. 
Question. Have you read or been briefed on the contents of the DHS OIG’s Novem-

ber 1, 2025, final report OIG–26–01, Covert Testing of TSA’s Checkpoint Security 
Screening Effectiveness? 

Answer. No. 
Question. Does DHS maintain or utilize any phone applications or data bases to 

track the identities, addresses, license plate numbers or other personally identifiable 
information of U.S. citizens? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, what guardrails has DHS implemented to ensure their employees 

do not violate the constitutional rights of individuals in the data base(s)? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How would you define a domestic terrorist? 
Answer. My general understanding of a domestic terrorist is someone who uses 

violence against the government for ideological and political reasons. I am not an 
attorney. If confirmed, I would rely on legal counsel for determinations like this, just 
as I did at DHS. 

Question. Do you believe an individual non-violently protesting DHS activity 
qualifies as a domestic terrorist? 
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Answer. No. 
Question. After a public allegation of domestic terrorism by DHS is proven false, 

what is DHS policy on retracting any statement which incorrectly identified an indi-
vidual as a domestic terrorist? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Do you believe it is ever appropriate for a DHS agent or officer to deploy 

tear gas near a school while children are present? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If not, what kinds of adverse actions would DHS take against an agent 

or officer who is found to have done so? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did DHS take or does it plan to take adverse actions against any agent 

or officer found to have committed an improper use of force during Operation Mid-
way Blitz? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, how many individuals did DHS initiate such adverse actions 

against? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Do you believe it is ever appropriate for a DHS agent or officer to lie, 

under oath, to a Federal judge? 
Answer. No. 
Question. If not, what kinds of adverse actions would DHS take against an agent 

or officer who is found to have done so? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did DHS take or does it plan to take adverse actions against any agent 

or officer found to have lied, under oath, to a Federal judge? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, how many individuals did DHS initiate such adverse actions 

against? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Do you believe it is ever appropriate to defy a legal order from a Federal 

judge? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Why has TSA failed to meet the 90-day deadline to provide a Manage-

ment Decision to DHS OIG regarding final report OIG–26–01? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. In your current role as Deputy Secretary of DHS, did you or one of your 

designees instruct TSA to refrain from providing Management Decision regarding 
final report OIG–26–01? 

Answer. No. 
Question. In her role as Secretary of Homeland Security, are you aware of any 

instances of Secretary Noem or one of her designees instructing TSA to refrain from 
providing Management Decision regarding final report OIG–26–01? 

Answer. No. 
Question. When does TSA intend to provide a Management Decision regarding 

final report OIG–26–01? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Has TSA taken corrective actions to resolve the deficiencies identified 

in final report OIG–26–01? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If not, why? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How soon after receiving the DHS OIG’s August 26, 2025, Seven-Day 

Letter did TSA initiate corrective actions? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
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Question. Did DHS request Department of Defense (DoD) support to use a laser- 
based counter-unmanned aircraft system (C-UAS) system in El Paso, TX in Feb-
ruary 2026? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Are you aware of any analyses or assessments by DHS, DoD, or the 

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on the impact to civilian airspace of the use 
of this C-UAS system? 

Answer. I am not. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did DHS coordinate with FAA regarding the operationalization of this 

C-UAS system in El Paso, TX? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, how and when did this coordination occur? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did DHS provide FAA with any details of how long and for which time 

and dates the operation of the C-UAS system would last or require the use of air-
space? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Were DHS personnel providing with training from DoD regarding the 

use of this C-UAS system? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, please describe the nature of this training and which unit within 

DoD provided it. 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Were you or any member of DHS leadership made aware of FAA’s con-

cerns that utilizing the C-UAS system without restricting flights would pose a gave 
risk to civilian aircrafts? 

Answer. I was not. Otherwise, I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did you or any member of DHS leadership speak directly to FAA re-

garding these concerns? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Has DHS employed this C-UAS system prior to the February 2026 inci-

dent in El Paso, TX? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, when and for what missions? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What are DHS’ existing systems of info-sharing or coordination with 

FAA ahead of operational testing, exercises, or training on any systems/platforms 
that could affect civilian airspace? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What role do you believe the Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security 

Agency (CISA) should play in election security? 
Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 

of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question. 
Question. Do you believe CISA should reduce its coordination with States when 

it comes to maintaining election security? 
Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 

of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question. 
Question. As of March 6, 2026, which services does CISA still provide to States 

when it comes to maintaining election security? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. What role do you believe U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) plays in the U.S. immigration system? 
Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 

of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question. 
Question. Do you believe USCIS is a law enforcement agency? 
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Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 
of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question. 

Question. Do you believe USCIS employees should serve as law enforcement 
agents? 

Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 
of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question. 

Question. Between January 20, 2025, and March 6, 2026, how many immigrants 
had their benefit request denied because USCIS determined they have endorsed, 
promoted, supported or espoused anti-American views? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. How would you define anti-American views? 
Answer. I am seeking confirmation as Ambassador to El Salvador. For purposes 

of serving in that role, I have no opinion on that question as it touches on immigra-
tion benefits. 

Question. Would USCIS consider an immigrant to have endorsed, promoted, sup-
ported or espoused anti-American views if that immigrant was critical of President 
Trump or his administration? 

Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. Did Corey Lewandowski play any role in approving DHS contracts? 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 
Question. If so, please describe the nature of the role he played. 
Answer. I would refer you to DHS. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JARED NOVELLY BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

Question. If confirmed, what would be your priorities for deepening security co-
operation between the U.S., New Zealand, and Australia? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio stated, ‘‘America First is not America only or America 
alone. Alliances and partnerships in the Indo-Pacific matter a great deal to the ad-
ministration because it is the region of consequence.’’ Increasing security coopera-
tion between the United States, New Zealand, and Australia, including greater 
interoperability, is critical to ensuring a Free and Open Indo-Pacific. If confirmed, 
I will fully support New Zealand’s efforts to modernize its defense capabilities and 
procure U.S. aircraft and weaponry. I will also seek opportunities for our countries 
to work together on technologies that strengthen deterrence, improve situational 
awareness, and ensure our forces can respond quickly to challenges across the re-
gion. 

Question. How can the U.S. and New Zealand improve cooperation with regards 
to Pacific islands diplomacy? 

Answer. New Zealand is an important and valued partner for U.S. engagement 
in the Pacific. New Zealand attended Deputy Secretary Landau’s recent U.S.-Pacific 
Investment, Security, and Shared Prosperity Summit in February, where delegates 
from across the Pacific discussed partnerships with the United States private sector 
on infrastructure, critical minerals, supply chains, energy security, the digital econ-
omy, tourism, food security, and financial services. If confirmed, I will seek to im-
prove bilateral cooperation in the Pacific through our annual strategic dialogue with 
New Zealand and regional architecture including the Pacific Islands Forum. 

Question. If confirmed, what will be your priorities for countering Chinese malign 
influence in New Zealand? 

Answer. China’s willingness to engage in foreign interference, including 
transnational repression, pressure to change policies in support of Taiwan, and 
spread malign influence is well known and threatens the security of every country. 
The New Zealand government recognizes this threat, and in its most recent annual 
Security Threat Environment assessment called out China for its foreign inter-
ference. 

If I am confirmed, I will work with partners in New Zealand to further bolster 
resilience to China’s malign influence. I will support intelligence sharing through 
our Five Eyes partnership and deepen law enforcement cooperation to give New 
Zealand the information and tools it needs to confront China at home. I will also 
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increase our public diplomacy efforts to expose China’s foreign interference and in-
crease the New Zealand public’s awareness of this threat to New Zealand’s sov-
ereignty. 

Question. How can we improve cooperation with New Zealand to counter China’s 
growing presence in the Pacific Islands and Antarctica? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio has noted, we want to ensure our Pacific neighbors 
remain free, secure, and supportive of U.S. interests. If confirmed, I will work with 
allies and partners, including New Zealand, to deter China in the region. New Zea-
land has shown leadership in the Pacific, including through its naval transit 
through the Taiwan Strait and its willingness to call out China’s aggressive behav-
ior in regional waters. Together, we can outcompete China by offering better options 
that strengthen resilience, promote prosperity, and respect sovereignty across the 
Pacific. 

As the staging location for most of the U.S. Antarctic Program, New Zealand is 
one of our most important partners in Antarctica. The United States recently con-
cluded its first inspections of foreign research stations since 2020, including China’s 
Zhongshan Station, with the assistance of New Zealand. 

If confirmed, I will seek opportunities to deepen cooperation with New Zealand 
through strategic alignment, regular dialogue, and joint activities to counter China 
in the region. 

Question. Building off of the 2025 MoU signed between the U.S. and the Cook Is-
lands, what are some of your priorities for cooperation to advance the responsible 
development of seabed mineral resources in the Cook Islands? 

Answer. I believe that any development of seabed resources must be based on 
sound science and transparency. If confirmed, I will prioritize efforts to share the 
United States’ scientific expertise and set the gold standard for responsible prac-
tices. At the same time, I will also prioritize supporting U.S. firms working in this 
space to ensure that economic opportunities benefit both the United States and the 
Cook Islands. 

In the State Department’s 2025 Trafficking in Persons Report, New Zealand 
remained on Tier 2 as the government did not convict any new traffickers, 
provide certain services for victims, or proactively and regularly screen all 
vulnerable groups. It also struggled with providing and implementing guide-
lines for front-line officials. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps would you take to help New Zealand 
operationalize the prioritized recommendations contained in the Trafficking in Per-
sons Report? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio noted, the Trafficking in Persons Report promotes ac-
countability, protects American workers, and defends our communities. New Zea-
land recognizes it must do more to eliminate human trafficking and is making sig-
nificant efforts to meet the minimum requirements to do so. If confirmed, I will 
work with our partners in New Zealand and the State Department’s Office to Mon-
itor and Combat Trafficking in Persons to support New Zealand counterparts to 
operationalize the Report’s recommendations. My goal will be to ensure New Zea-
land is able to achieve Tier 1 status. 

In the State Department’s 2023 Report on International Religious Free-
dom, New Zealand highlights reports of religious discrimination against mi-
nority communities including online hate speech, threatening letters, bul-
lying in schools, and a rise in antisemitic activity. 

Question. What is your assessment of these issues, and if confirmed how will you 
work with the office of the Ambassador-at-Large for International Religious Free-
dom to support religious freedom in-country? 

Answer. These reports are concerning. Religious intolerance and discrimination 
are unacceptable and have no place in society. These reports underscore the impor-
tance of continued vigilance and protective measures to ensure religious freedom for 
all communities in New Zealand. If confirmed, I will work with the Office of Inter-
national Religious Freedom and its leadership to engage the New Zealand govern-
ment and public to advance this fundamental right. I will seek open dialogue with 
New Zealand government officials, civil society, and faith leaders to better under-
stand the scope of religious discrimination and to identify effective responses. And 
I will ensure the U.S. Mission in New Zealand continues to monitor the situation 
and report on both progress and challenges. 

Question. If confirmed, what concrete steps will you take to help New Zealand in-
crease societal and governmental respect for religious freedom? 
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Answer. I believe that one of the United States’ greatest strengths is our founda-
tion built upon religious freedom. If confirmed, I will use public diplomacy tools to 
highlight the importance of religious freedom and support exchanges and partner-
ships with U.S. and New Zealand-based organizations to promote interfaith dia-
logue, mutual understanding, and religious tolerance. I will also engage with the 
New Zealand government to encourage it to sign on to the Global Guidelines for 
Countering Antisemitism. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you would work with IO and USUN 
colleagues in capital to promote American and likeminded initiatives in the U.N. 
system, including on technical matters at specialized bodies. 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work with IO and colleagues at our missions to multi-
lateral organizations to increase alignment with the governments of New Zealand 
and Samoa on key issues and initiatives, including in specialized agencies and tech-
nical bodies where critical global standards are shaped. I will also work to translate 
that alignment into concrete outcomes on the issues that matter most to our secu-
rity and prosperity. 

Question. If confirmed, please describe how you will engage in capital to win sup-
port for key U.S. priorities at the U.N. 

Answer. I believe that building strong relationships, fostering open and frank 
communication, and focusing on shared values and interests are of paramount im-
portance. If I am confirmed, I will maintain open communication with the New Zea-
land and Samoan governments to ensure alignment, understanding, and support of 
U.S. priorities and initiatives at the United Nations. I will also identify areas where 
our interests overlap and opportunities to advance our shared objectives at the 
United Nations. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JARED NOVELLY BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Question. American personnel and their family members are facing evolving 
threats abroad in the wake of the U.S. strikes on Iran and Iran’s retaliation. These 
threats are not limited to the Middle East region, unfortunately. Do you commit to 
prioritizing the safety and security of Americans overseas, including individuals 
under Chief of Mission authority, and advocating for the resources you need to 
prioritize American citizen safety? 

Answer. An American ambassador has no higher priority than ensuring the safety 
of American citizens in the countries to which they are accredited. I assure the Com-
mittee that if confirmed, there will be no priority more important to me than the 
safety and security of American citizens overseas, including those under Chief of 
Mission authority. I will not hesitate to advocate for resources needed to ensure the 
safety of U.S. citizens. 

Question. Do you commit to following the same policies on telework and remote 
work that apply to the staff you would oversee? 

Answer. If confirmed, I commit to complying with all applicable State Department 
regulations, including those regarding telework. I would be remiss in not also men-
tioning, however, that interpersonal interaction would also be required with officials 
in Samoa, the Cook Islands, and Niue. 

Question. If confirmed, do you plan to get to post as soon as possible, and are you 
aware that any arrival after 60 days is subject to a notification and accompanying 
justification to this Committee? 

Answer. Thank you for the reminder of the 60-day notification requirement. Serv-
ing as United States Ambassador to New Zealand, Samoa, Cook Islands, and Niue 
would be the honor of a lifetime. If confirmed, I look forward to taking up my posi-
tion as soon as possible. 

RESPONSE TO AN ADDITIONAL QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO JARED NOVELLY BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

Question. U.S. presence and engagement in the Pacific Islands region is 
foundational to advancing U.S. interests, especially given China’s efforts to exploit 
gaps in U.S. engagement. 
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If confirmed, do you commit to prioritizing initiatives to address staffing needs at 
Pacific Islands posts, including by incentivizing Foreign Service Officers to serve in 
the Pacific Islands? 

Answer. To advance U.S. interests in the Pacific, the United States must be able 
to engage on the ground with host governments and communities. If I am con-
firmed, I will work with management colleagues at the Department to ensure our 
staffing and incentive structures for personnel serving in Samoa, where we have an 
embassy, are calibrated to best advance U.S. interests. I will also support more fre-
quent official travel to the Cook Islands and Niue, where we do not currently have 
embassies. 
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