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NOMINATION 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, 

Washington, DC. 
The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:03 a.m., in room 

SD–419, Dirksen Senate Office Building, Hon. James E. Risch, 
Chairman. 

Present: Senators Risch [presiding], Ricketts, McCormick, 
Daines, Hagerty, Barrasso, Cruz, Lee, Scott, Curtis, Cornyn, Sha-
heen, Coons, Murphy, Kaine, Merkley, Booker, Schatz, Van Hollen, 
Duckworth, and Rosen. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you all for coming this morning, and first 
of all, let me say a couple things. 

I just got back from the White House. Our colleague, Marco 
Rubio, is fully sworn in and installed, and he was sworn in by Vice 
President Vance, and things are good. 

We are going to start this hearing again, and we welcome the 
public here. This is a public hearing of the Foreign Relations Com-
mittee. We are doing America’s work here. 

And over the years there has been interruptions, and as I said 
when I started this meeting last time, the new chairman has zero 
tolerance for interruptions. 

There will be no interruptions. There will be no communicating 
between anyone in the audience and either the witness or members 
of this committee. 

If there is, I am going to immediately pause the hearing. You 
will be removed by my good friends here in blue. You will also be 
banned from coming back here for the next 12 months. 

It is important. We respect the First Amendment here. There is 
all kinds of places you can communicate outside of this room. But 
we are doing America’s business here, and it is important that we 
focus on it, that we are efficient. We are always short of time, so 
we ask everyone to respect that. If you do not, there are con-
sequences. 

So, with that, Madam Chairman, did you have anything to add 
to that—Madam Ranking Member? 

Senator SHAHEEN. I certainly support making sure that this 
hearing can be done in an orderly way that allows the witness to 
testify and allows members of the committee to ask their questions. 
So, I support the Chairman’s efforts. 

Senator RISCH. Well, thank you very much. 
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And with that, I am going to make an opening statement. I will 
then refer to the ranking member to make an opening statement. 
We then have some distinguished colleagues to introduce. 

Do you have time to sit through our opening statements, or do 
you want to do your introduction? I know you both have important 
things you have to do. Your choice. 

Senator BOOKER. Let our colleagues go, Mr. Chairman, if I may 
speak. Let our colleagues go. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator BOOKER. Do not do that to them. 
Senator SHAHEEN. It is not that we want you out of here. 
Senator CAPITO. Can we go? 
Senator RISCH. Shelley, go ahead. Senator Capito. 

STATEMENT OF HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM WEST VIRGINIA 

Senator CAPITO. Thank you. 
Thank you, Chair Risch and Ranking Member Shaheen, for wel-

coming me to the committee, and I want to thank my good friend 
Elise Stefanik for honoring me today to have the privilege to intro-
duce her before this distinguished committee. I also want to say 
what a privilege it is to share the podium with my friend Tom Cot-
ton. 

Congratulations also to both of you of your positions on this com-
mittee. 

It is truly an honor to be here to introduce someone who I admire 
greatly. The job she has been selected to carry out for President 
Trump is not an easy one, but it is extremely important. 

In its early formation it was believed that the United Nations re-
quired U.S. leadership in both its creation and in the actual busi-
ness of the organization to prevent conflict and to advance freedom. 

But lately, when many of us look at the United Nations, this 
body that is meant to advance values of peace and freedom and 
human dignity, we do not see those American values reflected. 

We see rampant anti-Semitism against the world’s only Jewish 
state as it faces attacks from all directions. We see oppression and 
aggressive autocrats celebrated and elevated to leadership posi-
tions. 

We see China, Russia, and Iran empowered at this organization 
to advance their values, not the values of peace and freedom that 
Americans stand for. 

It is clear that the need to reestablish U.S. leadership at this 
broken institution. We need to do that. I cannot think of anyone 
more qualified or more ready to fulfill that role than my friend 
Elise Stefanik. 

I have known Elise for several years during her career in public 
service, and I am excited to highlight her qualifications for this im-
portant role for which she has been nominated. 

As a member of the House of Representatives she has shown re-
markable leadership. As a member of both the Armed Services and 
Intelligence Committees she has shown an exceptional command of 
national security issues. 

Elise understands the dangerous world and the growing threats 
that our country faces, and she has the strength and the skill to 
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reassert U.S. leadership on the world stage, a world stage that 
needs moral clarity and leadership now more than ever. 

Elise has shown that moral clarity by exposing—she has shown 
her moral clarity by exposing anti-Semitism on our college cam-
puses. She has shown that moral clarity by posting on social media 
every single day about the innocent hostages taken by Hamas dur-
ing the horrific attacks of October 7, more than 450 days later. 

The United Nations is a tough place. Well, Elise is from New 
York, but Elise has never backed down from a challenge. At the 
time of her first congressional election she was the youngest 
woman ever elected to the Congress in the United States’ history. 

She went on to become the youngest woman ever to serve in 
elected House leadership, and she will competently and skillfully 
execute for President Trump and for all of the American people at 
the United Nations. 

Additionally, on a personal level Elise is a good mother. You can 
see her son, Sam, back here, and she is such a good mother that 
they have Legos on the hold ready to go. A great wife, a great 
daughter, and a wonderful friend. 

Her steady hand and genuine caring nature, combined with her 
fierce intellect, will bring exactly that person that President Trump 
and our nation needs at the United Nations. 

I look forward to voting to support her when I have the chance, 
and I thank all of you for the opportunity to have her before you 
today. Thank you. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much, Senator Capito. Well said. 
Senator Cotton. 

STATEMENT OF HON. TOM COTTON, 
U.S. SENATOR FROM ARKANSAS 

Senator COTTON. Mr. Chairman, Senator Shaheen, colleagues, it 
is my honor to join Senator Capito today introducing my friend and 
colleague Elise Stefanik as the nominee for Ambassador to the 
United Nations. 

Elise has an outstanding record of fighting for America’s inter-
ests at home and abroad, and I urge members of this committee to 
confirm her swiftly, and hopefully, unanimously. 

The United Nations today has many problems. Chief among 
them are Communist Chinese influence and incessant targeting of 
Israel. 

From weeding out anti-Semitism to opposing harmful Chinese 
and Russian policies, the next U.N. Ambassador must help restore 
sanity to the United Nations, and I can think of no better person 
for this role than Elise. 

In Congress she has unapologetically stood up to our adversaries 
and will do the same at the United Nations. As a senior member 
of the House Armed Services Committee and the House Intel-
ligence Committee, Elise understands the stakes of our competition 
with Communist China. 

She helped stand up the China Task Force in the House which 
later became the bipartisan Select Committee on the Chinese Com-
munist Party. She also led comprehensive legislation to deter 
China and strengthen the United States. 
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I have had the privilege of partnering with Elise on several of 
these bills, including one to ban Chinese owned tutoring companies 
at our Department of Defense and another to counter Chinese 
drones in America. 

I am also confident in Elise’s ability to stand up for Israel 
against the United Nations’ often blatant anti-Semitism. She has 
long advocated for billions of dollars for Israeli capabilities like the 
lifesaving Iron Dome and critical anti-tunneling technology. 

Her questioning of college presidents in defense of Jewish stu-
dents set off shock waves around higher education, resulting in the 
resignation of the Harvard and University of Pennsylvania presi-
dents. 

She has also been a tireless advocate for hostages taken by 
Hamas. Elise has dedicated her career to public service. She start-
ed out working in the Bush White House before joining Congress 
to serve the people of northern New York. 

To her constituents she is best known for working across the 
aisle to improve the lives of New Yorkers. At the U.N., I know that 
she will continue to put Americans first. 

I commend President Trump for this nomination, and I am grate-
ful to Elise for once again answering the call of duty. I would also 
like to thank her family, whose steadfast support has led her to 
this moment. 

Elise and her husband Matt are parents to their 3 year old son 
Sam, who is apparently departing at this very moment. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator COTTON. I am sure that one day Sam will look at this 

moment and Elise’s future service with much to be proud of even 
if today, like my boys, he thinks it is mostly boring politics stuff. 

So, today I am here to happily and proudly offer my strong sup-
port to this dedicated public servant and American patriot, our 
next ambassador to the United Nations, Elise Stefanik. 

She is the right person for the job, and I encourage all of my col-
leagues on the committee and in the Senate to process her nomina-
tion promptly and unanimously. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman and Senator Shaheen. 

OPENING STATEMENT OF HON. JAMES E. RISCH, 
CHAIRMAN, U.S. SENATOR FROM IDAHO 

Senator RISCH. Well, thank you, Senator Cotton, and again, well 
said. So, both of you I know you have got things that you have got 
to attend to, and we appreciate you coming to the committee and 
helping us out. 

Well, Representative Stefanik, welcome to our committee. You 
will find us kind and generous most of the time, and we look for-
ward to hearing from you. 

Senator Shaheen and I are going to make a few remarks, and 
then we will yield to you and hear what you have to say. 

First of all, let me start by saying there is great difficulty at the 
United Nations today, and I am confident President Trump’s nomi-
nee can help bring much needed change. 

This is widely recognized by people here up on the Hill. Senator 
Cotton and Senator Capito both made reference to it. I know you 
are well aware of it. 
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One of the unfortunate things, and maybe this hearing will help, 
is the vast majority—vast majority—of the American people do not 
recognize the deterioration that has happened at the United Na-
tions and how it has strayed from its original purposes. 

There is great difficulty there. I think that we need significant 
change. As threats from China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran con-
tinue to grow, Representative Stefanik, your position will be at the 
heart of the U.S. efforts to stand up to the authoritarian axis that 
seeks to undermine the United States at every turn and to ensure 
our partners and allies are also doing their part. I know you are 
up to that task. 

The U.N. was founded to be a force for peace and stability in the 
world, an admirable goal. It is not working. Since its founding, the 
United States has helped shape the U.N. and has supported it in 
dollars—lots and lots and lots of dollars—and in spirit. 

But today the United States remains the largest funder of the 
U.N. system. We pay 22 percent of the regular budget, and we pay 
25 percent of the peacekeeping budget. And what have the Amer-
ican people gotten for these investments? They have chaos, com-
plete dysfunction at the United Nations, and a warped sense of 
right and wrong. 

In place of needed reform, the U.S. is constantly asked to give 
more to the U.N. But over time the organization has drifted farther 
away from American values, putting American national security in 
jeopardy. 

Representative Stefanik, I know that President Trump has nomi-
nated you to the U.N. because he knows you are not afraid to stand 
up for the American people, ensure that taxpayer dollars are truly 
putting America first, and push back against the real problems— 
constant problems—that plague the United Nations. 

As the U.N. has expanded its mission the amount of conflict, 
waste, fraud, and abuse has grown, and the U.N. Security Council, 
which is charged with maintaining international peace, security, 
consensus, and partnership on the many issues the world faces has 
become a fantasy. 

Critical issues that demand the council’s attention fall to the 
wayside. Accountability for Vladimir Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, 
China’s grotesque human rights abuses, genocide in the Sudan, re-
gime change in Syria, all go unaddressed by what is supposed to 
be the leading international organization to resolve these conflicts. 

As the authoritarian axis grows and competes against democratic 
nations, the U.N. will descend back into the paralysis that has 
marked the cold war if it continues on its course, which it has no 
indication it is changing. 

To make matters worse, our adversaries have weaponized the 
U.N. against Americans and democratic interests. Prior to the fall 
of Assad, Putin used the Security Council to block any action to 
hold the Assad regime accountable for its crimes against humanity. 

China has used its malign influence to block attempts to discuss 
the Chinese government sponsored genocide against the Uyghurs, 
and they have blocked our ally Taiwan from fully participating in 
the U.N. 
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China also manipulates the U.N. personnel system, which we all 
know, and they have used it to install Chinese diplomats into the 
U.N. bureaucracy that only serve China’s goals and interests. 

There is a deep, deep anti-Israel bias within the United Nations 
that has only grown stronger since Hamas’s horrendous, 
unprovoked attack against Israel on October 7. 

This sentiment was spearheaded by the U.N. Relief and Works 
Agency, UNRWA, which had numerous employees participate in 
October 7 terrorist attacks and allows schools and facilities to be 
used by Hamas. 

Remember, these are U.S. tax dollars that partially helped fund 
UNRWA. For years I have led my colleagues on legislation to end 
the U.S. contributions to this anti-Semitic organization which open-
ly employs terrorists. UNRWA must go. 

What I have just described is not what the American people want 
out of their taxpayer dollars. Our contributions should serve Amer-
ica’s interests first, and I know you will bring that message to the 
United Nations system loud and clear. 

Representative Stefanik, I believe it is reasonable to evaluate 
every U.N. agency to determine if what they are doing is directly 
beneficial to America and hold them account until the answer is a 
resounding yes. 

Anything less should not be tolerated if these agencies cannot be 
changed, and at this point the U.S. should seriously examine if fur-
ther contributions, and indeed, participation in the U.N. is even 
beneficial to the American people. 

I am interested to hear your plans for change at the U.N., and 
I look forward to seeing the tremendous work I know that you will 
do for our country and to make the world a safer place for future 
generations. 

Thank you. 
Senator Shaheen. 

STATEMENT OF HON. JEANNE SHAHEEN, 
RANKING MEMBER, U.S. SENATOR FROM NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome, 
Congresswoman Stefanik. 

Welcome to your family, who is with you today as well. 
Now, whether fighting the spread of infectious diseases or stem-

ming the flow of fentanyl that kills Americans, combating 
transnational crime that costs Americans billions of dollars, negoti-
ating political settlements to dangerous conflicts, the work of the 
United Nations directly affects Americans all across this country. 

We benefit from U.N. peacekeeping missions that would other-
wise fall to the American military. We are better off because of ef-
forts to stabilize societies and provide lifesaving assistance in 
places like Sudan, Syria, and Ukraine. 

And we do not just do this out of the goodness of our hearts. We 
fund these efforts because they make Americans, as Secretary 
Rubio said in his hearing, safer, stronger and more prosperous. 

Equally important, if we do not do it, our adversaries and com-
petitors will. 
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Representative Stefanik, welcome again to this committee. Con-
gratulations on your nomination to be U.S. Ambassador to the 
United Nations. 

From working in the Bush administration on the Domestic Policy 
Council to being the youngest woman elected to Congress, you have 
strong credentials and the relevant experience for this role. 

But today I would really like to hear your vision for the United 
States at the United Nations. I have certainly taken note of the 
skepticism in the United Nations expressed by others in the incom-
ing administration and also expressed by your introducers today 
and Chairman Risch. 

In the past you have voted to defund the United Nations and its 
specialized agencies. Certainly, I would agree that the United Na-
tions is an imperfect body, but the U.N. is also a force multiplier 
of American taxpayer money. 

U.S. disengagement is something our adversaries want, espe-
cially Russia and China. At his hearing last week Secretary Rubio 
said China is our most potent and dangerous adversary, and Bei-
jing’s contribution to the U.N. is almost seven times what it was 
two decades ago. 

China has had great success increasing the number of nationals 
employed at the U.N., and so when we cut back they are ready and 
very eager to fill that void. 

Under the first Trump administration the U.S. withdrew from 
UNESCO, an agency that among many things combats anti-Semi-
tism and establishes international technology standards that affect 
our industries. 

When we stepped back, Beijing stepped in and is now UNESCO’s 
largest financial contributors. So, I am really interested in your 
thoughts on how the U.S. can compete with China across every 
United Nations agency. 

One agency at the U.N. that I think is particularly important is 
the U.N. Population Fund, or UNFPA. Globally, one in every five 
girls is married before reaching age 18. Too many girls in too many 
countries, as you know very well, face female genital mutilation 
and forced child marriage. 

UNFPA provides critical reproductive and maternal care. It 
reaches three times as many countries as our bilateral family plan-
ning program, and in some areas like Darfur and Kordofan it is the 
main provider of life saving reproductive health supplies, things 
like childbirth delivery kits that reduce infection for women giving 
birth outside clinical settings. I believe its work is irreplaceable. 

Now, if confirmed, I hope we can work together to advance 
United States interests at the U.N. because when the United 
States takes a leadership role at the U.N. Americans and people 
around the world are better off. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I welcome the testimony of Congress-
woman Stefanik and hearing her views. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you so much, Senator Shaheen. 
And Representative Stefanik, the floor is yours. 
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STATEMENT OF HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK, U.S. REPRESENTA-
TIVE FROM NEW YORK, NOMINATED TO BE U.S. AMBAS-
SADOR TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
Representative STEFANIK. Chairman Risch, Ranking Member 

Shaheen, distinguished members of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear today. 

I would also like to thank the Senators from both sides of the 
aisle who met with me over the past several weeks. It is the honor 
of my lifetime to earn President Trump’s nomination to serve in his 
Cabinet as U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. 

If confirmed I stand ready to implement President Trump’s man-
date from the American people to deliver America first, peace 
through strength, national security leadership on the world stage. 

Before I begin I would like to personally recognize my family. We 
all know in public office that we would not have the opportunity 
to serve were it not for the support of our loved ones. 

I would like to begin with my mom, dad, and brother, Melanie, 
Ken, and Matty. My dad is here with me today, and my mom and 
brother are watching closely from upstate New York. There is no 
question that I would not be here without their lifetime of uncondi-
tional love, support, and encouragement, and for that I am forever 
grateful. 

I also want to thank my incredibly supportive husband Matt who 
is also here, and of course, most importantly, our pride and joy, our 
3 year old son, Sam, who made his debut in the U.S. Senate. He 
is comfortable on the House side. It is new in the Senate. So, thank 
you for the warm welcome. 

Sam is by far our greatest blessing. Of all the titles I have held— 
Congresswoman, chairwoman, representative or ambassador, if 
confirmed—my most important title will always be mom. 

I appear before you today as a daughter, sister, wife, mother, 
Congresswoman, a patriotic upstate New Yorker, and a proud 
American. I believe deeply in the American dream because I have 
had the opportunity to live it. 

I was born and raised in upstate New York, the cradle of the 
American Revolution. I grew up in a small business family where 
my parents instilled in me the importance of hard work, ingenuity, 
and grit. 

I was blessed to be the first member of my immediate family to 
have the opportunity to graduate from college. I graduated from 
Harvard with honors and then worked at the White House in the 
West Wing on the Domestic Policy Council and in the Chief of 
Staff’s office. 

After nearly a decade working in public policy in Washington, I 
returned home to work in my family’s small business and decided 
to run for Congress. In 2014 I was elected to Congress, making his-
tory as the youngest woman ever elected at the time. 

In Congress I have fought tirelessly for the hard working fami-
lies of New York’s 21st District, delivering significant bipartisan re-
sults for my constituents. 

I was elected by my colleagues to serve as the House Republican 
conference chair, becoming the highest ranking woman in Congress 
at the time and the youngest woman of either party to serve in top 
elected House leadership. 
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And over the last decade I have served on the House Armed 
Services Committee, the Intelligence Committee, the House Edu-
cation and Workforce Committee, and I am proud to be the longest 
serving woman on both the Armed Services and Intelligence Com-
mittees. 

On these national security committees I have legislated on a 
number of critical issues ranging from military readiness, emerging 
technologies like artificial intelligence, quantum computing, and 
cyber security, to missile defense. 

I have worked to enhance American intelligence capabilities, 
strengthen our alliances and partnerships and deter our adver-
saries. On the Education Committee I have been the leader in com-
bating anti-Semitism in higher education. 

My oversight work led to the most viewed testimony in the his-
tory of Congress. This hearing with university presidents was 
heard around the world and viewed billions of times because it ex-
posed the anti-Semitic rot in colleges and universities and was a 
watershed moment in American higher education. 

When discussing this nomination with President Trump, the 
President shared with me that he sees great promise in the United 
Nations if it focuses on its founding mission of international peace 
and security. 

President Trump has long advocated for peace and no new wars. 
He delivered the Abraham Accords, the largest step to regional 
peace in the Middle East in a quarter-century. 

If confirmed, I will work to ensure that our mission to the United 
Nations serves the interest of the American people and represents 
President Trump’s America first, peace through strength foreign 
policy. 

As the world faces crisis after crisis with hostages, including 
Americans, still held in Hamas’s captivity to national security chal-
lenges ranging from China, Russia, North Korea, and Iran, it has 
never been more critical for the United States to lead with strength 
and moral clarity. 

This is especially important regarding our most precious ally, 
Israel, who faced the bloodiest day for the Jewish people since the 
Holocaust on October 7, 2023. 

As a Member of Congress, I also understand deeply that we must 
be good stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars. The U.S. is the largest 
contributor to the U.N. by far. 

Our tax dollars should not be complicit in propping up entities 
that are counter to American interests, anti-Semitic, or engaging in 
fraud, corruption, or terrorism. 

We must invest in programs to strengthen our national security 
and deliver results. To increase the efficacy of U.N. programs we 
must drive reform. 

If confirmed, I will be the first U.N. Ambassador in over two dec-
ades to come directly from Congress, and I have deep respect and 
understanding of the oversight and appropriations role of the legis-
lative branch, and I look forward to using my strong House and 
Senate relationships to deliver these much needed reforms. 

We are truly at a critical point in history. The world must be re-
minded of the key mission of the United Nations and America’s 
role as its formative leader. 
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Following the devastation, carnage, and holocaust of World War 
II, the world was desperate for peace, stability, human rights and 
dignity, and world order. 

As outlined in Article I, Chapter I of the U.N. Charter, the pur-
pose of the United Nations is to maintain international peace and 
security, develop friendly relations among nations based on the 
shared respect for the principle of equal rights, solve international 
problems, and harmonize the actions of nations in the attainment 
of common ends. 

The U.N. has not lived up to this founding mission, and we must 
demand better. It is imperative to ensure strong American leader-
ship at the United Nations. 

I share President Trump’s vision of a U.N. reformed by strong 
America first, peace through strength, and a return to this found-
ing mission of promoting peace and security around the world. 

In closing, I will forever be grateful to my constituents in New 
York’s 21st District for giving me the opportunity to serve them as 
their voice at the highest levels of Congress. 

Ten years ago, upstate and north country voters took a chance 
on a young, first time, unknown candidate who very few believed 
could win. 

So, I just want to thank the hardworking families, small busi-
nesses, farms, law enforcement officers, military families, veterans, 
seniors, so many with whom I have had worked so closely to de-
liver results on behalf of our communities. 

Thank you especially to my extraordinarily dedicated staff in 
both the district and in Washington offices for serving tirelessly for 
the past decade. 

If confirmed, my family and I are excited for this next chapter 
to serve on President Trump’s Cabinet in this role, and I commit 
to the American people that I will work my very hardest in the 
coming years to lead with moral clarity and American values. 

Thank you, and I look forward to your questions. 

NOMINEE COMMITMENT QUESTIONS 

Question. Do you agree to appear before this Committee and make officials from 
your office available to the Committee when invited? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to keeping this Committee fully informed about the ac-
tivities under your purview in a timely manner? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to engaging in meaningful consultation while policies 
are being developed, not just providing notification after the fact? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you commit to responding to requests for briefings and information 
requested by the Committee and its designated staff as soon as practicable? 

Answer. Yes. 

Question. Do you agree to ensuring that Chiefs of Mission fully support CODELs 
and STAFFDELs, with exceptions only for simultaneous or overlapping visits by the 
President or First Lady of the United States, the Vice President, or the Secretaries 
of State or Defense? 

Answer. Yes. 

[The prepared statement of Representative Stefanik follows:] 
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Prepared Statement of U.S. Representative Elise M. Stefanik 

Chairman Risch, Ranking Member Shaheen, distinguished members of the For-
eign Relations Committee, thank you for the opportunity to appear today. I would 
also like to thank the Senators from both sides of the aisle who met with me over 
the past several weeks. 

It is the honor of my lifetime to earn President Trump’s nomination to serve in 
his Cabinet as the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations. If confirmed, I stand 
ready to implement President Trump’s mandate from the American people to deliver 
America First peace through strength national security leadership on the world 
stage. 

Before I begin, I’d like to personally recognize my family. We all know in public 
office that we would not have the opportunity to serve were it not for the support 
of our loved ones. I’d like to begin with my Mom, Dad, and brother—Melanie, Ken, 
and Matty. My Dad is here with me today and my Mom and brother are watching 
closely from Upstate NY. 

There is no question that I would not be here without their lifetime of uncondi-
tional love, support, and encouragement and for that I am forever grateful. I want 
to thank my incredibly supportive husband Matt and of course, most importantly, 
our pride and joy—our 3 year old son Sam. 

Sam is, by far, our greatest blessing. Of all the titles I have held—Congress-
woman, Chairwoman, Representative, or Ambassador if confirmed, my most impor-
tant title will always be Mom. 

I appear before you today as a daughter, sister, wife, mother, Congresswoman, a 
patriotic Upstate New Yorker, and a proud American. I believe deeply in the Amer-
ican Dream because I’ve had the opportunity to live it. 

I was born and raised in Upstate NY, the cradle of the American Revolution. I 
grew up in a small business family where my parents instilled in me the importance 
of hard work, ingenuity, and grit. I was blessed to be the first member of my imme-
diate family to have the opportunity to graduate college. 

I graduated from Harvard with honors and then worked at the White House in 
the West Wing on the Domestic Policy Council and in the Chief of Staff’s Office. 
After nearly a decade working in public policy in Washington, I returned home to 
work in my family’s small business and decided to run for Congress. In 2014, I was 
elected to Congress making history as the youngest woman ever elected at the time. 

In Congress, I have fought tirelessly for the hardworking families of New York’s 
21st District delivering significant bipartisan results for my constituents. I was 
elected by my colleagues to serve as the House Republican Conference Chair, becom-
ing the highest ranking woman in Congress at the time and the youngest woman 
of either party to serve in top elected House leadership. 

And over the last decade, I have served on the House Armed Services Committee, 
the House Intelligence Committee, and the House Education and Workforce Com-
mittee. I am proud to be the longest serving and highest ranking woman on both 
the Armed Services and Intelligence Committees. 

On these national security committees, I have legislated on a number of critical 
issues ranging from military readiness, emerging technologies like artificial intel-
ligence, quantum computing, and cyber security to missile defense. I have worked 
to enhance American intelligence capabilities, strengthen our alliances and partner-
ships, and deter our adversaries. 

On the Education Committee, I have been the leader in combating antisemitism 
in higher education. My oversight work led to the most viewed testimony in the his-
tory of Congress. This hearing with university presidents was heard around the 
world and viewed billions of times. It exposed the antisemitic rot in colleges and 
universities and was a watershed moment in American education. 

When discussing this nomination with President Trump, the President shared 
with me that he sees great promise in the United Nations if it focuses on its found-
ing mission of international peace and security. President Trump has long advo-
cated for peace and no new wars. He delivered the Abraham Accords, the largest 
step to regional peace in a quarter century. 

If confirmed, I will work to ensure that our mission to the United Nations serves 
the interests of the American people and represents President Trump’s America 
First peace through strength foreign policy. 

As the world faces crisis after crisis, with hostages including Americans still held 
in Hamas’ captivity, to national security challenges ranging from China, Russia, 
North Korea, and Iran, it has never been more critical for the United States to lead 
with strength and moral clarity. 

This is especially important regarding our most precious ally Israel who faced the 
bloodiest day for the Jewish people since the Holocaust on October 7th 2023. 
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As a Member of Congress, I also understand deeply that we must be good stew-
ards of U.S. taxpayer dollars. The U.S. is the largest contributor to the U.N. by far. 
Our tax dollars should not be complicit in propping up entities that are counter to 
American interests, antisemitic, or engaging in fraud, corruption, or terrorism. 

We must invest in programs that strengthen our national security and deliver re-
sults. To increase the efficacy of U.N. programs, we must drive reform. If confirmed, 
I will be the first U.N. Ambassador in over two decades to come directly from Con-
gress—and I have a deep respect and understanding of the oversight and appropria-
tions role of the legislative branch. I look forward to using my strong House and 
Senate relationships to deliver much needed reforms. 

We are at a truly critical point in history. The world must be reminded of the 
key mission of the United Nations and America’s role as its formative leader. Fol-
lowing the devastation, carnage, and Holocaust of World War II, the world was des-
perate for peace, stability, human rights and dignity, and world order. 

As outlined in Article 1, Chapter I of the U.N. Charter, the purpose of the United 
Nations is to maintain international peace and security, develop friendly relations 
among nations based on a shared respect for the principle of equal rights, solve 
international problems, and harmonize the actions of nations in the attainment of 
common ends. The U.N. has not lived up to this founding mission and we must de-
mand better. 

It is imperative to ensure strong American leadership at the United Nations. I 
share President Trump’s vision of a U.N. reformed by strong America First peace 
through strength leadership and a return to its founding mission of promoting peace 
and security around the world. 

In closing, I will forever be grateful to my beloved constituents in New York’s 21st 
Congressional District for giving me the opportunity to serve them as their voice 
at the highest levels of Congress. Ten years ago, Upstate and North Country voters 
took a chance on a young, first-time, unknown candidate who very few believed 
could win. 

Thank you to the hardworking families, small businesses, farms, law enforcement 
officers, military families, veterans, seniors, and local elected officials with whom I 
have worked so closely to deliver results on behalf of our communities. Thank you 
especially to my extraordinarily dedicated staff in the District and Washington of-
fices for serving tirelessly for the past decade. 

If confirmed, my family and I are excited for this next chapter to serve on Presi-
dent Trump’s Cabinet in this role. I commit to the American people that I will work 
my very hardest in the coming years to lead with moral clarity and American val-
ues. Thank you and I look forward to your questions. 

Senator RISCH. Thank you very much, Congresswoman. We ap-
preciate those remarks. 

And what we are going to do now is we are going to do a round 
of questions. We are going to do 5 minute questions. The ranking 
member and I have discussed that and agreed to that. 

That does not mean it is going to end, if we are going to attempt 
to do another 5 minute round for those who are anxious to have 
more questions answered. 

So, with that, let me start. 
First of all, I was impressed to hear what President Trump has 

always insisted on and certainly talked to us about, and that is the 
fact that the founding mission of the U.N. is such a bright and bril-
liant light. 

The difficulty is the execution of their mission bears no resem-
blance to what their original mission was, which is really unfortu-
nate, and we have in the past, and I hope in the future, rely more 
and more on doing bilateral and multilateral agreements with 
other countries without the United Nations and to perform some of 
the things that the United Nations is attempting to do ourselves. 

We are the United States of America. We can do anything, and 
we certainly can perform those functions. The best example I can 
give you is the Abraham Accords. The Abraham Accords are prob-
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ably going to be looked at in history as a turning point in the Mid-
dle East. 

It was done under President Trump last time. It was President 
Trump’s administration who was the leading force on this, and the 
United Nations had absolutely nothing to do with it, and it is a 
great success in the Middle East, a place where you see very few 
great successes. 

So, we can do these things. We put a tremendous amount of 
money into the United Nations to do things that we can do. For 
instance, feeding folks. We do a lot of it ourselves through USAID, 
but we do a lot through the U.N. 

In doing that the U.N. has hired, for instance, UNRWA to do it, 
an organization I do not want anything to do with. I do not want 
any connection to UNRWA, and yet here we are working with 
them. 

So, I think there is a lot of things that we can do to start with 
that will ratchet down the number of people that are clogging the 
New York streets up there with employees from other places and 
make it a mission that is our own. Your thoughts? 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you, Chairman Risch. 
I wanted to point out—and I am glad you referenced the Abra-

ham Accords. I think we can look to the success of our bilateral re-
lationships and various multilateral partnerships and build on that 
within the U.N. 

For example, we have the Abraham Accords Caucus in the Con-
gress. I think we should consider starting an Abraham Accords 
Caucus within the United Nations to build on the President’s suc-
cess delivering that historic result, the greatest breakthrough for 
normalization in the Middle East in over a quarter of a century. 

I do share your commitment, Chairman Risch, to being good 
stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars and ensuring all of our invest-
ments to any foreign policy strategy, and this goes hand in hand 
what Secretary Rubio testified, represents our American interest: 
Does it make America safer, does it make America stronger, and 
does it make America more prosperous. 

So, I hope to work effectively with this committee, our oversight 
members, and our appropriators to ensure that we deliver reform 
and ensure that each dollar is going to strengthen our national se-
curity. 

I think we can look to the programs that are successes, which 
typically have strong American leadership and voluntary funding. 
One example is the World Food Programme, which has significant 
bipartisan support on this committee, in both chambers of Con-
gress, and it is supported by the American people. 

And oftentimes the most successful agencies within the U.N., 
they have transparency, accountability standards, and are led ei-
ther with strong American leadership or allied countries. 

So, that is a bit of feedback to your question. 
Senator RISCH. Well, thank you. I appreciate that. 
Just very quickly, one of the things that has really concerned me 

in recent years is we keep getting outvoted at the United Nations, 
and it turns out that every country has one vote. And then when 
you look around, and you look at these countries that are voting 
against us, you find out that you got the Chinese in there spread-
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ing money throughout their government to individuals in their gov-
ernment, to projects in these dinky little countries, and they buy 
their vote. 

This is a real problem, and it is the kind of thing that gets us 
to the point where we cannot even get a resolution that condemns 
Russia for their invasion of Ukraine in absolute violation of the 
foundations of the United Nations. 

And when the Secretary General comes to see me, I always crank 
on him and say, look, you guys cannot even get a resolution con-
demning this. What are you doing for us? How are you making this 
work? And I get a word salad in response. 

Your thoughts on this problem with the Chinese buying off these 
smaller countries? 

Representative STEFANIK. It is no question, Chairman Risch, that 
the CCP has made significant inroads. This is a long term strategy 
that they have at the United Nations, and we need to have strong 
American leadership working with our allies to push back on this. 

As you pointed out, every country, no matter what its size, gets 
one vote. I believe we need to have a strategy to push back particu-
larly on the CCP’s inroads within the Global South and even with-
in the Western Hemisphere. 

I think we need to build on our, as you said, bilateral partner-
ships and make sure they understand the importance of a two way 
partnership with the United States. I also think that the personnel 
strategy of the CCP has been of particular concern within the U.N. 

Senator RISCH. Clearly. 
Representative STEFANIK. China has made inroads in placing 

CCP leaders and Chinese diplomats in positions as head of various 
sub-U.N. agencies but also at the most junior level. So, we need to 
have a human capital strategy working with our allies to push 
back on that. 

Senator RISCH. I appreciate your thoughts in that regard, and I 
certainly have no objection to countries having a vote. What both-
ers me is that the corruption and the fraud when the Chinese buy 
off that vote with money is just flat wrong. 

Thank you for your thoughts. 
Senator Shaheen. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Again, Congresswoman Stefanik, welcome, and thank you for 

your willingness to continue to serve this country and for your past 
service in the House. 

While I think we would all agree that the U.N. is not perfect, it 
is a force multiplier for the U.S., and it is a prime example of glob-
al burden sharing in times of crisis. 

I was pleased to see that the Trump administration will main-
tain this position, U.S. Ambassador, to the United Nations as a 
Cabinet level position. 

Now, you have talked a little bit about this already in your re-
sponses, but how will you make sure that the work of the U.N. is 
understood to help advance U.S. interests around the world, and 
more important, how can you help convince Members of Congress 
who are skeptics that our contributions and leadership in U.N. 
agencies must continue in order to prevent China, Russia, Iran, 
and other U.S. adversaries from assuming these roles? 
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Representative STEFANIK. Thank you so much, Ranking Member 
Shaheen. I appreciated our opportunity to visit ahead of time. 

I will start with your question related to how we convince the 
American people and elected officials of the importance of invest-
ments. I think, as I pointed out to Chairman Risch, doing a review 
of all of our dollars going into various U.N. agencies and looking 
at what are most effective. 

Typically, UNICEF is another example in addition to World Food 
Programme. We voluntary commit, it maintains bipartisan support, 
and it delivered significant, significant results for millions around 
the globe, and it strengthens our national security. 

So, when it comes to those key questions does it make America 
safer, stronger, and more prosperous, I believe those are examples 
of programs that do. 

I, clearly, think there are certain programs that are not meeting 
the mission of the U.N.—the founding principles. UNRWA is an ex-
ample, and we will likely have a policy disagreement upon that. 

But I think we need to roll our sleeves up, deliver reforms, and 
make sure that our dollars are going to programs within the U.N. 
that work, that have a basis in the rule of law, that have a basis 
in transparency and accountability, and strengthen our national se-
curity and our partnerships. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you. I would point out that right 
now we are not funding UNRWA. 

Representative STEFANIK. Absolutely, and I voted to defund 
UNRWA. 

Senator SHAHEEN. One of the things I talked about in my open-
ing statement was UNFPA, so the opportunity to provide family 
planning, maternal health care, midwife training, interventions to 
halt child marriage, to address the practice of female genital muti-
lation, and to help ensure healthy families. 

Will you commit to personally reviewing UNFPA’s work before 
the Administration makes any decision about invoking the Kemp- 
Kasten law? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. If confirmed, I am committed to 
doing a review, as I said, across the U.N. programs, but specifically 
UNFPA. 

I think it is very important that we do a full review, as the Presi-
dent announced the executive order today as well regarding all of 
foreign aid, and I would make sure that we are being good stew-
ards of U.S. taxpayer dollars. 

I do want to point out I have a very strong record when it comes 
to standing up for women’s health issues, particularly addressing 
maternal mortality rates, addressing pre- and postnatal care, ad-
dressing infant malnutrition, and I think that is very important, 
and you have my commitment to do that review, if confirmed. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you. I appreciate your record on 
that, and I think it is very important to remind everyone that 
women make up half of the world’s population, and we need to do 
what we can to ensure that their health is also protected. 

In April you said that Vladimir Putin’s war in Ukraine con-
stituted genocide—April 2022. You called for the delivery of secu-
rity assistance to Ukraine. 
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At the U.N. we have seen inconsistent support for Ukraine. We 
have seen greater support on initiatives to support Ukraine and 
less support on initiatives to hold Russia accountable. 

If confirmed, can you talk about how you might use your role as 
U.N. Ambassador to address and punish Russia’s ongoing at-
tempted genocide in Ukraine? 

Representative STEFANIK. I support President Trump’s commit-
ment to bringing this war to a resolution, to stop the killing, and 
he campaigned on that issue, and he feels very deeply, and I sup-
port that, and I believe it falls squarely in line with the founding 
mission of the United Nations to bring international peace and se-
curity. 

If you look at my record over the course of my time on the House 
Armed Services Committee and the House Intelligence Committee, 
I have a very strong record when it comes to deterring Russia, 
pushing back on Russia, including during President Trump’s term 
voting for defensive lethal aid to Ukraine. 

I believe peace through strength is our strongest deterrence, and 
I am very proud that during President Trump’s first term it was 
the only President where Putin did not invade another country be-
cause of that strong peace through strength leadership and the re-
building that we passed through the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act and President Trump signed into law. 

So, I think our effort should be supporting—my effort will be 
supporting President Trump’s mission to bring that to a resolution 
and to deter Russia in the long term. 

Senator SHAHEEN. And so how do we hold Russia accountable for 
some of the human rights abuses that have happened in Ukraine, 
for their destruction of infrastructure in the country, for the lives 
that are lost? 

Clearly, this is a war that is only Vladimir Putin’s initiative that 
has started. So, are there things we can do at the U.N. that will 
hold Russia accountable? 

Representative STEFANIK. Certainly, it is going to be important 
to support President Trump’s approach with his special envoy to 
address and bring that to a resolution, and I will work with the 
National Security Council and my colleagues in the Cabinet who sit 
in the national security spaces to use this position at the United 
Nations to support his strategy and give him maximum flexibility 
to bring this to a resolution. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator Ricketts. 
Senator RICKETTS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Congresswoman Stefanik, welcome to the committee, and thank 

you very much for stopping by my office so we could have a chance 
to talk before this committee, and I really appreciate your service 
to our country and look forward to the strong credentials you bring 
to the table to be our U.N. Ambassador. 

Winston Churchill said that the U.N. was set up not to get us 
to heaven but only to save us from hell, and we have talked about 
the corruption that is going on there—the mismanagement, the rot, 
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and so forth—and you have mentioned already this concept that we 
have to have reform there. That is going to be very important. 

And we have also talked about how much American taxpayers 
put into the U.N.—$18 billion a year—and to put that in perspec-
tive, in 2022 that was more than 185 other member nations com-
bined. 

Chairman Risch mentioned the percentages of—22 percent of 
their overall budget most recently and so forth. So, we invest a lot 
there. We have talked about these reforms. Do you believe that we 
can leverage the money that we are putting into the U.N. to drive 
the reforms? 

So, for example, can we say to the United Nations, hey, we are 
going to put money into these programs if, for example, they estab-
lish some of the transparency you were talking about, and if you 
do not do that, we are pulling our money out? Is that one of the 
ways that we can drive reforms? 

Representative STEFANIK. Absolutely, and I believe we have to. 
We owe that to American taxpayers to ensure that all of our dollars 
and investment represent our values and answer the key questions 
of does it make America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

So, that is really important to me as an elected official currently, 
you know, representing—I understand we have to be good stewards 
of U.S. taxpayer dollars. So, I think that is a key tool for us to de-
mand greater reforms and transparency. 

Senator RICKETTS. One of the other things that we have also 
talked about as well is how Communist China has used the U.N. 
to push its interests, and the chairman laid out some of the prob-
lems with what Communist China is doing. 

What can we do to be able to get more U.S. leadership into these 
different committees to kind of combat that? 

Representative STEFANIK. We need to have a strategy, and this 
came up in virtually every conversation with Senators from both 
sides of the aisle, and it needs to be a long term strategy working 
closely with our allies and our partners both at the most junior lev-
els and at this more senior levels within the U.N. 

We need to make sure that we are running candidates, either 
American or allied nations, in the elections process for key leader-
ship posts within the U.N. system. 

We need to pay particular attention, I believe, to the technical 
organizations, whether it is telecommunications, whether it is civil 
aviation, and another way is we need to ensure Taiwan has max-
imum meaningful participation in international organizations. 

I also believe it is important to ensure that the language, be-
cause we have seen China trying to insert their specific language, 
which is counter to our values—we need to have very strong Man-
darin expertise and really keep a close eye on that as well in all 
the documents and statements coming out of the U.N. system writ 
large. 

Senator RICKETTS. So, do you have specific plans to be able to 
start recruiting more Americans or allied nations’ people into the 
U.N. to be able to do it? 

And I am going to kind of add on to that. Because if you go back 
to I think between 2009 and 2021, Communist China has increased 
its employment of its nationals in the U.N. by 85 percent. 
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So, it is not just about leadership of different agencies, but it is 
also about how many people just work there in the United Nations, 
that, of course, it would be naive to think that they are not driving 
Communist China’s agenda through the U.N., whatever role they 
have. 

So, can you talk a little about how the strategy for getting more 
people—leadership but also how do we recruit more Americans or 
other allied people just to do the work at the regular U.N.? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think we have to have a mission to 
recruit at the most junior levels to work their way up into the sys-
tem. 

I also think we need to have a strategy working with Secretary 
Rubio to ensure that we have the highest caliber, which we do, of 
course, in terms of those that are serving at the U.S. U.N. mission, 
and also provide that expertise of challenges within the 
INDOPACOM region. 

I think that is very important, and I intend to also have opportu-
nities to partner with—you know, whether it is higher education 
institutions, whether it is private sector, whether it is opportunities 
in each of your States or each of House members’ districts for ideas 
that we can help address this long term personnel challenge. 

Senator RICKETTS. Yes, I think that is going to be a key thing 
for us to be able to reach out and find new ways to be able to re-
cruit people in, because if we do not have our people in the U.N., 
we are just leaving it open to Communist China to be able to do 
what they are doing, and this is one of the ways they are trying 
to displace us as the world power as Xi Jinping has laid out very 
clearly that he wants to do. 

So, I look forward to potentially another round of questions. 
So, thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you very much, Senator Ricketts. 
Senator Coons. 
Senator COONS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and thank you, Con-

gresswoman, for your willingness to continue serving. My welcome 
to your family, to Matt and to Sam, who I hope will get to enjoy 
some of this hearing in person. 

And I enjoyed our conversation and look forward to working with 
you. 

I will just continue briefly on the conversation you were just hav-
ing with Senator Ricketts. 

I think our global network of alliances and partnerships and our 
values are critical to our strength, stability, prosperity, our secu-
rity, and we have got a global network of allies. China does not. 

They have nervous neighbors. They have client states. They use 
coercion. But they do not have genuine allies as we do, and so they 
have made a concerted effort to use the U.N. system to advance 
their interests, both their different idea and standards for human 
rights. 

We believe in an individual right to liberty. They talk about col-
lective rights. We have different standards. We want 6G to be built 
out on U.S. and Western friendly standards. They want their 
standards. 

So, I could not agree with you more that fighting for leadership 
of technical organizations. In the previous Trump administration, 
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I worked closely with his PTO director to make sure that the World 
Intellectual Property Organization was not run by a PRC national, 
and the ITU, as we spoke about. 

So, I think it is critical. We do have a strategy. I worked closely 
with Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield on this. 

As the chair of the appropriating subcommittee, Senator Graham 
and I worked well together with her to increase funding for junior 
professional officers, to increase funding for the U.S. U.N. mission. 

If confirmed, will you commit to continuing this work to make 
sure that Americans and American friendly leaders compete for 
and succeed at leading the technical organizations of the U.N. and 
compete for and succeed at staffing the junior levels of the U.N.? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. Thank you, Senator Coons, and I 
enjoyed our discussion. 

This is one of my top priorities, and this—you are seeing it came 
up in, as I mentioned, every single conversation. 

I think the success story of successfully having a candidate de-
feat China’s candidate in the Intellectual Property Organization, 
that is a model that we need to continue to use in these other tech-
nical organizations, and there is bipartisan support. 

As Tom Cotton mentioned in his opening statement, I was one 
of the founding members of the China Task Force, which, of course, 
led to the setting up of the bipartisan China Select Committee. So, 
there is bipartisan interest. 

And I also support your approach of strengthening and building 
on our strong alliances. Whether it is AUKUS, whether it is build-
ing on the relationships within the Quad, whether it is ASEAN, we 
have an opportunity to build on those organizations, I think, as 
partnered within the U.N. system. 

Senator COONS. Chairman Risch referenced the sometimes frus-
trating dysfunction of the U.N. Security Council, the fact that both 
Russia and China have used it to block accountability measures. 

The General Assembly did pass an overwhelming resolution con-
demning Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine, but we could not get 
it through the Security Council. The Security Council did in Sep-
tember unanimously pass, because of American leadership, a reso-
lution continuing sanctions, visa bans, an arms embargo for Sudan. 

So, it is not completely without merit. But one of the things the 
Biden administration advanced was U.N. Security Council reform 
to broaden its membership, as you referenced, to include the Global 
South and to try and move the Security Council more into a func-
tional body. 

What are your views on what you should do to continue that 
agenda? 

Representative STEFANIK. Certainly, when it comes to U.N. Secu-
rity Council reform it is very complex. It is very challenging with 
both Russia and China and the veto on the P5. I would want to 
work with this committee, and of course, the President primarily 
on any proposals for U.N. Security Council reform. 

In my opening statement when I was referencing reforms I was 
mostly talking about ensuring that all of our taxpayer dollars are 
going to U.N. entities that function very well. 

But I am open to having conversations about how to make it 
work better. I think we need to have a broader strategy, reaching 
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out to countries within the Global South where China has made 
significant inroads. 

They have done it by building ports. They have done it through 
telecom. It has really been a whole of government approach, and 
it is obviously not the U.N. alone. 

It is working with Secretary Rubio. It is working with USAID, 
working with USTR and significant economic investments that are 
happening in various other countries. 

Senator COONS. Do not forget the DFC. 
President Trump signed the BUILD Act into law in his first 

term. The Development Finance Corporation is a critical tool in our 
tool kit. 

Before I conclude, I just want to raise my profound concern about 
an executive order signed yesterday by President Trump that puts 
a 90 day pause on all development assistance. 

Without clarifying the scope of that, does that include our con-
tributions to UNICEF and the World Food Programme, which I 
think you would recognize—you did recognize—led by Americans, 
broad bipartisan support, part of the key mission of the U.N. to 
promote stability and security by feeding hungry people and bring-
ing stability. 

Does that include USAID’s support to Ukraine’s energy grid as 
Putin continues to hammer civilians through attacks on the energy 
grid? 

AID’s support for getting energy back online in the midst of win-
ter in Ukraine is pretty critical. Does it include Jordan, a sea of 
stability in a whole area of chaos? 

Will development assistance be frozen for 90 days to Ukraine? To 
our development partnership in the Philippines and the Luzon cor-
ridor to compete with China’s influence in the region? To Jordan? 

I hope we can work together to get some clarity, and I hope 
where there are obvious partnerships that do advance American 
national interests that they will move forward quickly. 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you. Thank you, Senator Coons. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator McCormick. 
Senator MCCORMICK. Congresswoman, it is good to see you 

again. My wife Dina and I have known you for I think more than 
20 years, so I am thrilled that the President nominated you for this 
important role. 

Forgive my voice. I think I have been celebrating making Amer-
ica great again a little too much. 

[Laughter.] 
Senator MCCORMICK. As we discussed when we met in my office, 

I am deeply troubled by the virulent anti-Semitism and anti-Israel 
bias at the United Nations, and since Hamas’s brutal massacre on 
October 7 the Jewish community in Pennsylvania and across our 
country has seen an explosion in hate. 

As you know, this is not theoretical for me and for Dina. We live 
in Squirrel Hill in Pittsburgh where we had the Tree of Life trag-
edy and a painful reminder of where that hate can lead. 

In Congress you have done an incredible job of pushing back 
against anti-Semitism in our nation’s institutions. You exposed the 
presidents of the three leading universities for their lack of moral 
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clarity, and I was one of the first to call for the firing of the presi-
dent of UPenn because of the tough questioning that you forced her 
and other presidents to leave office. 

I am confident you can bring that same fire and effectiveness and 
leadership to the U.N., and let me start by asking how you will 
fight back against anti-Semitism and bias against Israel within the 
U.N. Hamas terrorists have been operating with impunity from 
UNRWA facilities, and UNRWA employees even participated in the 
massacre on October 7. 

So, beyond funding, how will you work with our allies to end 
UNRWA’s mandate and shift legitimate humanitarian functions to 
other U.N. organs or trusted NGOs? 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you so much, Senator McCor-
mick, and thank you for your leadership combating anti-Semitism. 
I know it is important to the American people, and it is important 
to Pennsylvanians, and something that I am deeply committed to 
doing in this role. 

It is one of the reasons why in my conversation with President 
Trump I was interested in this position, because if you look at the 
anti-Semitic rot within the United Nations, there are more resolu-
tions targeting Israel than any other country, any other crisis com-
bined. 

And we have significant National Security Council’s—the anti- 
Semitism, whether it is U.N. women failing to condemn Hamas’s 
terrorist attack and terrorist regime against innocent civilian 
women, using rape and targeting women specifically, taking them 
hostage. 

I am overjoyed that those three young women hostages were re-
turned home. We need to stay committed to ensuring every hostage 
is brought home. I have met with many hostage families. 

This position, we need to be a voice of moral clarity on the U.N. 
Security Council and at the United Nations at large for the world 
to hear the importance of standing with Israel, and I intend to do 
that. 

This year will mark the fiftieth year since the disgraceful ‘‘Zion-
ism is racism’’ resolution at the United Nations, and at the time 
our U.S. Ambassador Daniel Patrick Moynihan spoke out strongly 
against that disgraceful resolution. 

That is the type of leadership that I hope to bring if confirmed 
to the United Nations, and President Trump has a tremendous 
record when it comes to standing with Israel, whether it is the 
Abraham Accords, whether it his commitment to combating anti- 
Semitism, or recognizing Jerusalem as the eternal capital of Israel. 
This is a strong, strong record, and I hope to do that at the U.N. 
if confirmed. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Thank you. 
As already noted, the Chinese Communist Party has a deliberate 

strategy to use the U.N. Human Rights Council and other parts of 
the U.N. system to propagate its false narrative on human rights 
and legitimize its authoritarian agenda. 

How will you push back on the CCP’s attempts to co-opt inter-
national institutions like the U.N. to undermine U.S. interest? 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you. 
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As you can see, there is quite a theme here with many Senators 
raising this deep concern about CCP’s inroads and China’s inroads 
broadly in international organizations. 

I think it goes back to working with our partners and allies, 
making sure that we are strengthening those relationships, that we 
are ensuring that we have a strategy to ensure that the CCP is not 
able to make inroads at the most senior levels of these technical 
organizations and of agencies across the U.N. writ large. 

This was another of my top priorities that I expressed in each 
and every meeting with all of the Senators from both sides of the 
aisle. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Thank you, and I will try to squeeze in one 
last question. I was so glad that President Trump withdrew from 
the U.N. Climate Accords last night. 

How will you advocate for American energy dominance and an 
all of the above approach to energy security at the U.N.? 

Representative STEFANIK. Again, I want to make sure that we 
are representing American values, American interest. I am the 
United States Ambassador, if confirmed, to the United Nations and 
that means supporting strong American energy dominance and not 
giving a free pass to the biggest polluters like China in the world 
when we have the cleanest water, the cleanest air, and the best 
record when it comes to an all of the above energy approach, mov-
ing back to the successful policies of President Trump in his first 
term when not only was America energy independent, we were en-
ergy dominant. So, that is my commitment. 

Senator MCCORMICK. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator McCormick. 
Senator Kaine. 
Senator KAINE. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and congratulations, Rep-

resentative Stefanik, for the nomination. 
I really appreciated the meeting that we had in our office. You 

and I have some political differences, of course, but we talked that 
day about items on which we agree. 

We had some on which we disagreed, and we had a couple of oth-
ers where you said your position is one that President Trump does 
not agree with, and I like that candor, and I like the fact that we 
had a good exchange. 

I am grappling with that and some of the partisan comments you 
have made in the past. An article that I would like to put in the 
record—a National Public Radio article ‘‘How the replacement the-
ory went mainstream on the political right’’ for May 2022—on Mon-
day morning Stefanik tweeted, ‘‘Democrats desperately want wide 
open borders and mass amnesty for illegals, allowing them to vote.’’ 
I would like to put that in the record. 

Senator RISCH. Without objection it will be included. 
[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above can be found 

in the ‘‘Additional Material Submitted for the Record’’ section at 
the end of this document.] 

Senator KAINE. Now, that was a campaign tweet, and I can sepa-
rate campaign rhetoric from governing rhetoric. I do not view 
things like that as disqualifying. 

They do raise questions. But at least we had a good meeting. We 
talked about important issues and shared ideas. 
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I am going to say something here that I wish I could have said 
at an Armed Services Committee hearing, but we had it in closed 
session. All of the Trump nominees who come before the commit-
tees on which I sit have agreed to meet with me save one, the Sec-
retary of Defense nominee Pete Hegseth. 

He has written that he thinks Democrats are evil. He has writ-
ten that he thinks Democrats are the adversary, and he refused to 
meet with any Democrat on the Armed Services Committee save 
the chairman. Save the chairman. 

Yesterday in a closed hearing we were asked to forward his nom-
ination to the floor even though it had not been pending to the 
committee for sufficient time. 

My colleagues asked, hey, why would we give a waiver to some-
one who would not even agree to meet with us? That that nominee 
would disrespect Democrats, OK, that is fine. But I did not think 
my committee colleagues on the Armed Services Committee would 
have disrespected us. 

And I will just say to all of my Republican colleagues here if 
there is ever a nominee by any President who refuses to come meet 
with you when you are on the committee of jurisdiction overseeing 
that nominee, I will publicly raise hell on your behalf. 

Nominees should meet with the committees just as Representa-
tive Stefanik did, and Representative Stefanik, while I have a ques-
tion about some of the campaign rhetoric, I am not going to ask 
you about it because that is in the past. 

I do appreciate the fact that you were courteous, informed, civil, 
and candid in the meeting with me. I told you I had two concerns, 
engagement and the Western Hemisphere. 

You have convinced me that you were nominated for this position 
not to disengage but to engage, and I appreciate that. In fact, you 
wanted this position, and you would not have wanted it otherwise, 
and that is great. 

On the Western Hemisphere you are going to be working with 
the Secretary of State. We approved unanimously yesterday our 
colleague Senator Rubio. 

Senator Rubio talked at some length about a number of topics on 
the Americas the other day, and I want to ask you about one that 
is particularly challenging right now, and that is Haiti. 

The situation in Haiti is a disaster. You know that. I mean, you 
have been on these committees overseeing American national secu-
rity, and you know that issues like Haiti create immigration chal-
lenges and all kinds of other challenges that are bad on the hu-
manitarian front and can cause problems for allies like the Domini-
can Republic and cause problems for us. 

We now have a security operation in Haiti being led by Kenyans 
with the assistance of other nations, with the financial support and 
assistance of the United States. 

Senator Rubio talked at some length here on—last week about 
how important it was that we stay engaged on that. I would like 
to know kind of what your thought would be should you be con-
firmed at the U.N. for what the U.S. can do to try to help Haitians 
find a next chapter that is a peaceful one. 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. Thank you, Senator Kaine. Appre-
ciate the opportunity to sit down with you. 
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I know we serve on the National Endowment for Democracy to-
gether, and there has been significant bipartisan results delivered 
through that program funded by Congress. 

I wanted to just point out I stand strongly for border security, 
and that was what the tweet you referenced was related to, and I 
would point out that in the sector that I represent, the Swanton 
sector, there was a Border Patrol officer killed in the last 24 hours. 

Senator KAINE. Are there any Democratic senators that you 
think are for open border and mass amnesty for illegal undocu-
mented people? 

Representative STEFANIK. Well, I would point out that Demo-
cratic think tanks and rhetorics have talked about—— 

Senator KAINE. I am asking about Senators. Any Democratic 
Senators you would level that charge against? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think there are Democrat Senators 
who have supported open borders. What I was doing is clarifying 
when you pointed out a headline from an article—— 

Senator KAINE. Not a headline. A quote of yours. 
Representative STEFANIK [continuing]. Which was related to bor-

der security, and we just had an overwhelming popular vote for 
President Trump where border security was top of the mind. 

Senator KAINE. Well, my—— 
Representative STEFANIK. So, I do stand by my—I think it is im-

portant to note I do stand by my rhetoric standing up for strong 
borders, and the American people overwhelmingly support that. 

Related to your question related to Haiti—— 
Senator KAINE. No, let me—my time is over, so let me just con-

clude and say this. 
When I have been on this committee and in the Senate I was 

part of a bipartisan deal to put $46 billion of border security on the 
table that the House Republican majority killed, and another deal 
that put $25 billion of border security on the table in 2018 that 
President Trump killed. 

And I was just part of a bipartisan deal in the last year that was 
significant about bipartisan border security on the border that 
President Trump killed. 

The notion that Democratic Senators are for open borders and al-
lowing illegal aliens to vote is a fantasy, and so I really appreciate 
the opportunity to meet with you, but now I have questions about 
if you would fall for a fantasy. I am going to ponder that. 

And I yield back, Mr. Chair. 
Representative STEFANIK. I do want to address that, Chairman 

Risch, if you would give me the latitude to do so. 
We are very proud that on the House side we passed H.R. 2, the 

most significant border security package that Chuck Schumer 
failed to bring up in the Senate that would return to the effective 
policies of President Trump, and again, the American people voted 
loudly and clearly when it came to securing our borders and the 
failures of the past 4 years. 

I am not going to apologize for my commitment to securing the 
border when I represent a significant part of the U.S., a major sec-
tor, the Swanton sector. We have had a skyrocketing of illegals 
crossing there. 
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On the issue of Haiti, which I think is important, and it is a bi-
partisan concern, obviously, it is a humanitarian—significant chal-
lenge in our hemisphere. 

Working with Secretary Rubio, we need to have a strategy. I am 
deeply concerned. It is very complex. There is no simple solution, 
and that is an area where we need to continue to have discussions 
with the committees of oversight. 

I am very concerned on the Intelligence Committee briefings I 
have received about the crisis in Haiti, so I look to work with Sec-
retary Rubio to support his commitment to the Western Hemi-
sphere, specifically the complexities of the humanitarian challenges 
within Haiti. 

Senator RISCH. Senator Hagerty. 
Senator HAGERTY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Congresswoman Stefanik, I just want to congratulate you for 

being here. I am very pleased to see your nomination to be the next 
ambassador—the next United States Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and I look forward to working with you very closely. 

Before I get into specific questions, I would like to just ask you 
a very broad one in terms of what your vision is for the U.S. mis-
sion to the United Nations and in terms of our posture at the out-
set going in and then where you would like to see it 4 years later. 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you so much, Senator Hagerty. 
It is great to have worked with you over the past few years, and 
your expertise both having served as an ambassador in the first 
Trump administration and your incredible work in the U.S. Senate 
on this committee. 

My vision is making sure that we are supporting President 
Trump’s America first, peace through strength agenda, that we are 
good stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars, and that we return to the 
founding mission of the United Nations, which is international 
peace and security, very much aligned with President Trump’s 
commitment to peace and no new wars. 

I think there are reform opportunities that we need to work with 
this committee, hearing after hearing with various ambassadors 
have talked about reforms. 

I want to roll up our sleeves and get it done, demanding trans-
parency and accountability, actually having the answers of where 
each taxpayer dollar goes within the U.N., which, as Chairman 
Risch has referenced in previous hearings, we have not gotten the 
answer to because there is not that amount of transparency. 

Standing with Israel is critically important, particularly as there 
are hostages still being kept today by Hamas. Pushing back on the 
CCP, and then strengthening our partnerships and allies, working 
with Secretary Rubio to make sure that his reform vision for the 
State Department—that as he said in his hearing, this is not about 
reforming. It is about improving over the long term. We want to 
improve to deliver results. 

Senator HAGERTY. I appreciate that very much and look forward 
to working with you in multiple respects to make that happen. One 
of those areas will be through our commission to modernize and re-
form—— 

Representative STEFANIK. Exactly. 
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Senator HAGERTY [continuing]. The State Department that I look 
forward to working with Senator Coons as we co-chair that effort. 

Let us get to a couple of specifics. Senator McCormick touched 
on this. I would like to drill a little bit deeper into UNRWA. 

This is a particularly problematic organization, in my view. Long 
before the October 7 Hamas massacre took place I have been call-
ing for the United States to cease funding UNRWA to send a very 
strong message. 

It has been well documented that UNRWA’s textbooks teach chil-
dren to glorify the murder of Jews. Hamas employs UNRWA facili-
ties. They build their own tunnels and facilities underneath them. 
UNRWA employees even actively participated in the massacre on 
October 7 of 2023. 

In January 2021 the Trump administration announced that less 
than 5 percent of people registered as refugees with UNRWA actu-
ally met the internationally recognized criteria for refugee status. 
That demonstrates that UNRWA is a fundamental mechanism 
through which this Israeli-Palestinian conflict is perpetuated. 

President Trump rightly stopped sending U.S. taxpayer funds to 
UNRWA. President Biden decided to reinstate funding without in-
sisting on significant reform, and I was quite disappointed by that. 

Congress was correct, I believe, in defunding UNRWA last year. 
I believe the prohibition should be permanent. My question for you 
is how do you think you should deal with UNRWA? 

How do you think we should address U.S. taxpayer funds having 
gone to an organization like that that has been directly complicit 
in terrorism in the October 7, 2023, attack? 

Representative STEFANIK. We should never tolerate any U.S. tax-
payer funds going toward terrorism. As in my question with Rank-
ing Member Shaheen, I was one of the members that voted to 
defund UNRWA. 

I was one of the leaders in standing for that important appro-
priations vote, which there is a bipartisan consensus on with sig-
nificant members, Republicans as well as some Democrats who 
voted to defund it. 

I think we can look to organizations within the U.N. system such 
as UNHCR, such as World Food Programme, working with USAID, 
which are proven organizations. 

They still need, you know, reform efforts and modernization but 
do not have the terrorist ties that UNRWA had, particularly that 
were exposed during the October 7 Hamas attack against Israel, 
whether it was Hamas’s leader Sinwar carrying an UNRWA teach-
er’s passport or whether it was the UNRWA office above a Hamas 
data center or individuals within UNRWA who participated in the 
terrorist attack against Israel on October 7. 

So, I fully support the President’s commitment to defunding, and 
I am proud to have voted for that in the Congress. 

Senator HAGERTY. Great. 
I have several more questions but I just want to touch on one 

last one very quickly, and that has to do with accountability at the 
World Health Organization. 

If you take into consideration the concerns around the COVID 
pandemic, what happened there, the WHO role there, President 
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Trump I believe rightly withdrew us from supporting and funding 
WHO. 

President Biden put us back into that—into being a funder, in 
fact, the largest funder—$1.3 billion so far to that organization 
from United States taxpayers. 

What are your thoughts on the accountability that we have re-
ceived so far, and where would you like to take that? 

Representative STEFANIK. I support President Trump’s decision 
to walk away from WHO. WHO failed on a global stage in the 
COVID pandemic for all the world to see and instead spewed CCP 
talking points that I believe led to not only false information but 
dangerous and deadly information across the globe. 

We cannot tolerate entities that are taken over by CCP propa-
ganda. So, I strongly support. President Trump knows when to en-
gage and knows when to walk away. He was right in his decision 
to walk away from WHO, and I support that. 

Senator HAGERTY. I was pleased to see that action yesterday as 
well. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. 
Senator Booker, you are up. 
Senator BOOKER. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
It is good to see you, and I thank you for the time that you gave 

me in a very hurried inaugural weekend. 
Representative STEFANIK. Yes. 
Senator BOOKER. It was amazing that we were able to fit that 

in. And I want to echo some of my Senate colleagues who just said 
you are very informed and seem to be extraordinarily committed to 
this task and this goal, and I am grateful for that. 

I want to jump in on some of the things we talked about right 
away. I am so grateful for Senator Kaine bringing up Haiti and the 
importance for us to come up with some bipartisan foreign policy 
agenda or strategy to deal with that crisis there. 

I want to bring attention to the conflict in Sudan, which has cre-
ated the largest and fastest growing humanitarian crisis in the 
world. 

We see right now tens of millions of people in need of assistance, 
the humanitarian crisis from hunger and malnutrition all the way 
to political destabilization in neighboring nations like Egypt, which 
are seeing this extraordinary overflow of urgencies as a result of 
the immigration and displaced people that are landing in that 
country. 

I am deeply concerned about recent reporting from the New York 
Times stating that the SAF has used chemical weapons on at least 
two occasions, and I am really believing that we are lacking the 
kind of pressure on a lot of our allies and other nations that are 
involved in this conflict. 

And so this is a real time for, and as I talked about now Sec-
retary of State Rubio, about really aligning a diplomatic strategy 
in trying to bring about an end to this conflict, which will not be 
solved ultimately through the use of military conflict and needs a 
diplomatic solution. 

And so for now in the short term the need to protect civilians is 
paramount, and this is an issue where, obviously, should you be 
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confirmed you can lead, and I think in my opinion one of the things 
that it has been lacking from is just a general prioritization. 

So, first and foremost, will you commit to prioritizing Sudan and 
an end to this horrific humanitarian crisis and politically desta-
bilizing reality we see now? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes, absolutely, and I think that is one 
of the great responsibilities of this role is prioritization of what we 
speak out against on the world stage at the United Nations, and 
I am grateful for this committee’s bipartisan work on the Sudan 
Accountability Act. 

The Special Envoy position is very important, and raising the 
awareness within the public of how significant this humanitarian 
crisis is. 

Senator BOOKER. And the challenge we have is there is impli-
cated nations in supplying arms to this conflict. I am wondering if 
you have some thoughts about how you can use your position to try 
to bring about an end of the cooperative parties that are fueling the 
conflict. 

Representative STEFANIK. Absolutely. I mean, we will have to 
have strong conversations led by the President and Secretary Rubio 
with the UAE, the Egyptians, the Saudis, and that will be critical. 

I am not going to get ahead of the Secretary of State and the 
President but certainly will be supporting them at the U.S.-U.N. 
mission to do so. 

Senator BOOKER. OK. And then just the ideas of refugee assist-
ance in the area and some of the specific—as we talked about, 
some of the specific U.N. agencies that really are the lead in pro-
viding that, and it is concerning to me—and I heard Senator Coons 
point this out—this idea of pausing some of this aid at this time 
for 3 months could have sort of a cataclysmic impact not just on 
the humanitarian crisis but also on the stability of some of our al-
lies in that region, specifically from the Chad-Sudan border to 
Egypt as well, some of the life saving work done by UNHCR, the 
World Food Programme and more. 

And I am just wondering if you could share with the committee 
some of your thoughts about how to navigate the urgent impor-
tance of these U.N. agencies and your ongoing work. 

Representative STEFANIK. I think, again, World Food Programme 
is a very successful program. It is results focused. Its significant 
voluntary funding piece is a testament to that and the significant 
bipartisan support, and it is beneficial to America from a national 
security perspective but also from an agricultural perspective, from 
an agribusiness manufacturing perspective, as well an American 
work force perspective. 

So, I think we need to look at all of our programs, do an assess-
ment of do they answer the questions of does it make America 
stronger, safer, more prosperous. 

That should be our guiding light, and America first peace 
through strength, and I am very committed to ensuring that all the 
U.S.-U.N. programs that we do that assessment, and where Amer-
ica leads I think we are going to come out on top in terms of the 
efficacy. 

Senator BOOKER. And I will just say in conclusion because my 
time is up, the challenge we often have is we are reactive to crises, 
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that if investments were made early on in the stability of nations 
we could have done much better, and in many ways with this glob-
al power contest between us and the Chinese we allow them to get 
advantages from our lack of even engagement or focus. 

The continent of Africa is the future in terms of humanity. One 
out of every four people on the planet Earth will be from the Afri-
can continent by 2050. It seems that the Russians and the Chinese 
understand that because they are playing large and significant, 
and I would say, a profoundly disrupting force there. 

And so having a person in the position in which you are nomi-
nated for who is focused on the continent, who is engaged and 
making sure that we as the United States protect our interests, 
things that make us safe, strong, and prosperous and understand 
that as we look to the future we have to be in now in helping to 
avert not only the crises that often begin to destabilize regions and 
cause fertile ground for terrorism and government overthrows, but 
also start to develop the bonds of trust and partnership that are 
necessary for long term prosperity for us and many of the extraor-
dinary nations who want to ally with us and not the Chinese. 

Mr. Chairman, thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Booker. 
Senator Curtis. 
Senator CURTIS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Ranking Member. It 

is great to be here. 
Representative Stefanik, I enjoy calling you that, at least for 

now. I feel like I have a little bit of advantage over so many having 
served with you in the House and bring nothing but good com-
ments about your service there and favorable impressions of your 
work there. 

I also enjoyed serving with you on the first China Task Force 
and appreciate your work in protecting Taiwan and protecting 
Israel and to talk just a little bit about Taiwan first and China 
first. 

U.N. Resolution 2758 shifted recognition of China at the U.N. 
from Republic of China to the People’s Republic of China but did 
not really address Taiwan and their status and their sovereignty. 

China has been since working to reinterpret the resolution to re-
assert sovereignty over Taiwan and particularly in international 
organizations. One example of this that kind of jumps out is Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization. 

They have implied Taiwan as part of China in a press release, 
and this was most noticeably evident during a viral World Health 
Organization interview at the height of COVID–19. 

When a Hong Kong journalist asked about Taiwan’s pandemic 
response, the official avoided the question about Taiwan stating, 
‘‘We have already talked about China and all parts of China,’’ im-
plying Taiwan was part of China. 

I think the American taxpayers—I think you and I would agree 
on this—should not be subsidizing the salaries of people who un-
dermine America’s allies. 

So, can we talk specifically about how we counter China’s influ-
ence in the United Nations, specifically ensuring that Taiwan gets 
fair treatment as it comes to China? 
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And there is a lot of organizations—world organizations—that 
Taiwan can belong to and would love to just hear your thoughts on 
that. 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. Thank you so much. It is great to 
see you on this side of the Capitol now, Senator Curtis. It was a 
real privilege to serve with you for many years in the House. You 
and I have worked extensively on this issue, both setting up the 
China Task Force which led to the bipartisan Select China Com-
mittee. 

As I mentioned in some of the previous questions, I am com-
mitted to making sure that Taiwan has the most maximum mean-
ingful participation within the U.N. system as it should in all inter-
national organizations. 

We have to be vigilant both in the long term and the short term 
to make sure that China is not able to make significant inroads 
with the CCP in international organizations. 

I also want to point out that I have a record on this issue legisla-
tively. Over the past decade I have voted consistently in support 
of defensive aid to Taiwan. 

I believe deeply in deterrence to avoid war in the Indo-Pacific, 
and you can look at—you know, whether it was the last major vote 
we took on that defensive aid package I voted in support of it. 

Senator CURTIS. Yes. Thank you, and would love to help you in 
those efforts. I think it is very important for the U.S. and for our 
taxpayers. 

I sponsored a bill over in the House that would actually require 
the State Department to rank the agencies in the U.N. by order of 
importance, and you can see on one hand we have the Security 
Council where it is important for us to have a veto vote, and then 
UNRWA, and yet the State Department insists that these are all 
equal and all important in the U.S. interest. 

I understand the President plans to defund some of these. Can 
you give me a sense from your perspective how you begin to with 
your team, limited resources, figure out which of these agencies are 
actually important and in the best interest of the United States 
and which ones we need to address? 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you. 
We want to do a full assessment of all the U.N. subagencies and 

making sure that every dollar goes to support our American inter-
est. 

As the U.S. Ambassador I believe that is my responsibility to 
stand up and support the American people and President Trump’s 
America first peace through strength. 

In terms of our assessment before—as this confirmation process, 
for example, the U.N. Security Council is in a different position 
than UNRWA, which I think should be at the bottom of the list, 
and I have voted to defund UNRWA, and we have discussed that 
extensively today. 

But I am interested in that bill and in seeing the outcome of that 
bill. I would like to see a ranking, and we want to do that assess-
ment, working with Secretary Rubio and working with President 
Trump and the National Security Council, to make sure that the 
programs we are funding represent our values. 
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Senator CURTIS. Sometimes back home you hear the calls to 
defund United Nations, and it is more nuanced than that, and so 
to the extent that we can better clarify which of these agencies are 
helpful and in the U.S. interests and which are not I think would 
be terrific. 

Representative STEFANIK. And I think connecting it to the Amer-
ican people directly. For example, take the World Food Pro-
gramme—connecting that to our American farmers. I have a very 
agricultural district. 

That is important to make that connectivity to the American peo-
ple who are very interested in where their taxpayer dollars are 
going as they should be. 

Senator CURTIS. Thank you very much. 
I yield my time. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Curtis. 
Senator Murphy. 
Senator MURPHY. Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. 
Thank you very much, Representative, for your commitment to 

the country and your willingness to serve. I deeply appreciate the 
work that you have done to combat anti-Semitism. 

I appreciate your commitment to bring that work to the United 
Nations. I think it is a cancer both domestically and internation-
ally. 

You and I worked together over the last year and a half to dra-
matically increase funding for the not for profit security grant pro-
gram that sends money to synagogues and Jewish community cen-
ters to invest in security upgrades. I am heartbroken that we need 
to do that, but it is an important moment to support those commu-
nities. 

I agree that it is a problem you will confront at the U.N. It is 
also a problem, as you have raised, domestically, both on the right 
and the left. I think anti-Semitism work is best when we call out 
what is happening on both sides of the aisle. 

What do you think of Elon Musk, perhaps the President’s most 
visible advisor, doing two heil Hitler salutes last night at the Presi-
dent’s televised rally? 

Representative STEFANIK. No. Elon Musk did not do those sa-
lutes. I was not at the rally, but I can tell you I have been at many 
rallies with Elon Musk, who loves to cheer when President Trump 
says we need to send, you know, our U.S. space program to Mars. 

Elon Musk is a visionary. I am looking forward to his work in 
DOGE, the Department of Government Efficiency, and look for-
ward to looking how we can be more efficient and effective. 

But that is simply not the case, and to say so is—the American 
people are smart. They see through it. They support Elon Musk. 
We are proud to be the country of such successful entrepreneurs. 
That is one of our greatest strengths as Americans. 

Senator MURPHY. Let me share with you what a few Americans 
have said about it. Evan Kilgore, a right wing political commen-
tator, wrote on X, ‘‘Holy crap . . . did Elon Musk just Heil Hitler at 
the Trump Inauguration Rally? This is incredible. We are so back.’’ 

Andrew Torba, who is the founder of the right wing Christian na-
tionalist social platform Gab, said, ‘‘Incredible, things are hap-
pening,’’ as he as he amplified the visual. 
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The Proud Boys chapter in Ohio posted the clip on a Telegram 
channel with the text, ‘‘Heil Trump.’’ A chapter of the white nation-
alist group White Lives Matter, posted it on Telegram, ‘‘Thanks for 
hearing us, Elon. The White Flame will rise again.’’ 

I could keep going. Over and over last night white supremacist 
groups and neo-Nazi groups in this country rallied around that vis-
ual. Does it concern you that those elements of the neo-Nazi and 
white supremacist element in the United States believe that what 
they saw last night was a neo-Nazi salute? 

Representative STEFANIK. What concerns me is this is what 
you—these are the questions you believe are most important to ask 
to the U.N. Ambassador. 

I have a very strong record when it comes to combating anti- 
Semitism. We just had a historic election where President Trump 
earned historic support from American voters because of his strong 
leadership combating anti-Semitism, which has been a scourge 
across the country, skyrocketing since October 7. 

So, I intend to bring moral clarity to this position and continue 
to speak out as a voice, as a beacon of light condemning anti-Semi-
tism at the United Nations, which is representative of President 
Trump’s record and President Trump’s promises that he made on 
the campaign trail. 

Senator MURPHY. You are right. These are the questions I choose 
to ask, because I think that your work and the Administration’s 
work on anti-Semitism only comes with real impact and credibility 
if it holds both right and left accountable. 

I simply do not believe that if a member of the Squad made that 
same gesture last night that there would not be commentary from 
you and others. 

So, I want to make sure that our work has credibility, and credi-
bility comes with calling anti-Semitism and anti-Semitism behavior 
out when it comes from both the right and the left. 

Let me just turn to one issue that has come up several times and 
ask you for a quick response. The decision to leave the WHO I 
think is a mistake, but I think you would agree that we are going 
to need to still find a way to play a role internationally in global 
public health standards. We do not want to let the Chinese essen-
tially set those rules for us because ultimately pandemics will find 
a way to us. 

Can you commit to this committee, notwithstanding the decision 
to leave the WHO, that you are going to make sure we find a way 
to have impact on the global stage when it comes to global public 
health rules? 

Representative STEFANIK. I support President Trump’s decision 
to leave WHO. I have a record of that. But yes, I think we need 
to be the leader in terms of global health. I think that is very im-
portant, and there are programs within the U.N. that are very com-
mitted to global health. We are the leader when it comes to global 
health. We need to absolutely continue to be so. 

Senator MURPHY. Great. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. 
Next up we have Senator Cornyn. You are up next. 
Oops, I am sorry. 
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Senator Scott, I am sorry. You were here at the gavel. 
Thank you. 
Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you, Chairman. 
First, congratulations on your appointment to be Ambassador to 

the U.N. President Trump made a great choice in nominating you. 
You are the perfect person to carry out his America first policies 
on the world stage and defend our best interests. 

Representative Stefanik, the United States helped fund the 
United Nations, and the goal was always a forum for the world 
governments, especially the great powers, to be able to establish 
and keep peace, if possible. 

This is, clearly, not what the U.N. is today. It has been, in many 
of our eyes just a complete failure. So, what are your thoughts? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think that the U.N. has not lived up 
to its founding mission of international peace and security, and 
when I discussed this potential role with President Trump, he said 
there was great potential if it returns to that founding mission. 

If you look at the anti-Semitism and the amount of resolutions 
targeting Israel, that is not meeting the mission of international 
peace and security. 

So, I also think being good stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars, 
looking at the organizations within the U.N. system that work, 
that function, that are results based, that are transparent, account-
able, and the American people support them, that they support our 
national security strategy, versus there are parts within the U.N. 
that I am deeply concerned about that I think are very in need of 
reform. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you. 
Now on to Israel. The U.N. has a long history of disproportion-

ately targeting Israel with resolutions, inquiries, and sanctions, 
specifically Agenda Item 7 which mandates the discussion of al-
leged Israeli human rights abuses at every session. 

This agenda item is unique to Israel. It is not applied to any 
other nation like China, Russia, Iran, North Korea, Cuba, Ven-
ezuela, who all have documented severe human rights abuses. 

Given the U.N. U.S. funding indirectly supports investigations 
and resolutions that single out Israel, what is your plan to increase 
transparency and accountability in the allocation of U.N. resources 
and American taxpayer dollars? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think this is a key question that I 
want to work with this committee. The chairman has spoken exten-
sively in various hearings about the importance to know where 
every dollar goes within the U.N. system, and that is my commit-
ment to do so, to deliver that transparency and accountability as 
part of this process assessing all of our U.N. programs, our fund-
ing, to see if they are effective, and if they are supportive of Amer-
ican values, and then if they are not then we need to have serious 
conversations with our appropriators. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you. 
Many U.N. member states with barbaric human rights records 

are quick to criticize Israel while avoiding scrutiny for their own 
bad behavior. How do you plan to hold them accountable? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think holding them accountable with 
our voice is very important. Speaking out. That was one of the les-



34 

sons in the committee hearing with higher education, with the col-
leges and universities. 

When you speak out with moral clarity, the world and the Amer-
ican people listen. We need to ensure we have that moral clarity 
with our U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations every single day. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. In recent years there have been calls 
to withdraw or reduce U.S. funding to U.N. agencies that are clear-
ly anti-U.S., anti-West, and support the hostile states that use the 
U.N. for themselves and against us. 

What actions are available to you to make clear that the United 
States will no longer accept being treated this way at an inter-
national organization we, largely, fund? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think President Trump is the strong-
est commander in chief in terms of he knows when to negotiate and 
he knows when to walk away when organizations are counter to 
our national security or counter to American interests, whether it 
is the WHO or whether it is other organizations within the U.N. 
system like UNRWA, and I hope to support his leadership in this 
role. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. So, I look forward to your tenure at 
the U.N. I assume you will be there for President Trump’s entire 
term. At the end what would you consider to be your success? What 
would you hope to say you accomplished in your 4 years? 

Representative STEFANIK. I would hope to accomplish support of 
President Trump’s America first, peace through strength. I would 
also hope to accomplish significant reforms, to demand results and 
efficacy of every dollar that goes to the U.N. 

For decades this committee on a bipartisan basis has talked 
about the importance of reform. We need to get that done. 

I think it fits squarely with this Department of Government Effi-
ciency and one of the major issues that the President campaigned 
upon, and I also want to make sure that every U.S. taxpayer dollar 
goes to support making America stronger, safer, and more pros-
perous, working directly with the Secretary of State to do so. 

And President Trump campaigned on peace and no new wars. He 
is the President of peace and no new wars. I also think we have 
a unique opportunity, for example, to build on the success of the 
Abraham Accords in this second term, and I hope to support that 
in this role. 

Senator SCOTT OF FLORIDA. Thank you. You are going to do a 
great job. 

Thank you, Chairman. 
Senator RICKETTS [presiding]. Senator Rosen. 
Senator ROSEN. Well, thank you, Senator Ricketts, for filling in 

for Chairman Risch, and Ranking Member Shaheen for holding 
this hearing today. 

And thank you, Congresswoman Stefanik, for your decade of 
service in the House, for volunteering to serve our country in this 
new role. I enjoyed working with you when we were on the House 
Space Science and Technology Committee. I want to congratulate 
you again on your nomination. 

And I do really appreciate your comments today about how you 
will tackle anti-Israel bias at the U.N. which, of course, I am also 
extremely concerned about. 
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But it is precisely because of that bias that I believe we must 
lean in to leadership at the United Nations, not diminish our role, 
and as you and I discussed last week, if we are not at the table 
our seat will be taken by someone who does not share our values 
and does not defend our allies. 

And so I am going to move on to some other questions that have 
not been asked, and I am going to move on to Lebanon because 
there is a lot going on. 

The U.N. Security Council Resolution 1701 states there should 
be no armed presence in southern Lebanon other than the Leba-
nese Armed Forces. UNIFIL is charged with monitoring and enforc-
ing this resolution. 

But instead of disarming, Hezbollah has expanded its military 
presence, stockpiled weapons, constructed tunnels, often 
outmatching UNIFIL peacekeepers or not mandated for broad of-
fensive actions, especially against a terrorist group like Hezbollah. 

Even in the wake of Israel’s successful degrading of Hezbollah 
forces and the LAF moving into southern Lebanon it is clear that 
something has to change. UNIFIL must support the effort if more 
of these achievements are to be sustained. 

So, Congresswoman Stefanik, how can the U.S. ensure that U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 1701 is fully enforced, and how will 
you work within the U.N. system to ensure that UNIFIL can play 
a significant support role in maintaining security in Lebanon? 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you, Senator Rosen. It is a very 
important question. I am glad you raised it. 

UNIFIL has not met its mission. It has failed, as we have seen 
the digging of the tunnels, as we have seen tens of thousands of 
rockets from Hezbollah into Israel, and we have had tens of thou-
sands of Israeli families who have had to leave their homes in 
northern Israel because of the rockets. 

We need to ensure that UNIFIL is a peacekeeping mission that 
we need to do an assessment of. It has failed in its mission, and 
we are going to have to have a strategy, moving forward. 

I do think this is an opportunity with the effective operations of 
Israel against Hezbollah and Hamas leadership to continue to build 
on that success, to not have these regimes of terror continue to 
grow in those regions. 

Senator ROSEN. Well, thank you. I look forward to working with 
you on that. 

And staying in the region, I want to focus on Syria for a moment 
because the U.N. Security Council also has an opportunity to play 
a critical role in supporting Syria’s political transition following the 
fall of Assad’s brutal regime. 

The U.S. had previously supported U.N. Security Council Resolu-
tion 2254 which provided a roadmap for an inclusive nonsectarian 
Syrian government. 

But this resolution was passed nearly a decade ago, and a lot has 
changed in the last 10 years. So, what do you think the role of Se-
curity Council Resolution 2254 should play in Syria’s future if it is 
outdated? 

You are going to—I know you will take a look and review it. Do 
you have an opinion about what might need to change or how we 
respond to recent developments? 
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Representative STEFANIK. I think it is a starting point that we 
need to look at. Obviously, this is a significant change within the 
region, within the Middle East with the Assad regime, which I con-
demned consistently during my time in Congress—the brutality, 
the human rights, the chemical weapons used against the Syrian 
people. 

We need to be cautious and judicious with the new leadership in 
Syria. We cannot allow it to be a den of terror against its own peo-
ple. 

So, I would view that as a starting point as we discuss this on 
the National Security Council and as the President makes his deci-
sions for the best approach when it comes to our approach to Syria. 

Senator ROSEN. And being sure that we deliver that humani-
tarian aid that we need. 

I want to finish my last few seconds talking about UNESCO and 
artificial intelligence. 

So, the field of artificial intelligence rapidly evolving. Again, crit-
ical we have a seat at the table to develop shared AI standards, 
guardrails, best practices. UNESCO has become an important 
forum for global conversations around the ethical development and 
use of AI and produced the first ever global standards on AI ethics 
in November 2021. 

We know China has made a concerted effort to increase its en-
gagement with standard setting bodies including UNESCO, and do 
you agree that Chinese influences in international AI standards 
pose a national security risk for the United States, and how would 
you go about working on artificial intelligence standards? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes, I am deeply concerned about Chi-
na’s standards within the AI framework. I think we need to win 
the AI race. This is an issue that I have worked extensively on on 
a bipartisan basis on the House Armed Services Committee. I 
helped stand up the Joint AI Center within DOD. 

We need to work with the private sector as well to unleash our 
AI capabilities to be the world leader and work with partners. I 
think this is a real opportunity to work with partners and allies 
around the world to make sure that our standards, based upon the 
ethical use of AI, that that is the approach. 

When it comes to UNESCO this will be a decision at the presi-
dential level, but certainly I understand the importance of U.S. 
leadership when it comes to AI in global standard setting. 

Senator ROSEN. Thank you. 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Cornyn, we will go to you now. 
Senator CORNYN. Ms. Stefanik, as you pointed out, the United 

Nations has a long and shameful history with regard to its treat-
ment of our ally Israel, and you alluded, and I think quite appro-
priately, to the Daniel Patrick Moynihan statement about the 1975 
resolution basically calling Zionism a form of racism. 

And I think history has remembered that as a Moynihan mo-
ment, and I look forward to many Stefanik moments during your 
tenure there at the United Nations. I am pleased to support your 
nomination. 

I have a couple of questions, one about Iranian nuclear aspira-
tions and the other about Russia. First, let me start with Russia. 
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We know that Mr. Putin does not honor any obligations of the 
Russian Federation dating back to 1994 with the Budapest Memo-
randum where he said they would protect Ukrainian sovereignty in 
exchange for relinquishing their nuclear weapons. 

More recently he has not only engaged in an unprovoked and 
barbaric attack against Ukraine in violation of that very agreement 
but also engaged in a de facto annexation of Belarus. 

What do you think our policy should be in dealing with Mr. 
Putin? My view is that he is not going to stop as long as he feels 
like he has an opportunity to reestablish the Russian Empire, 
something he has said he aspires to do. 

What do you think our national policy with regard to Mr. Putin 
should be and his territorial aspirations? 

Representative STEFANIK. Sure. So, I can point to my record. I 
have been very strong in support of our deterrence efforts through 
the National Defense Authorization Act that we have passed on a 
bipartisan basis. 

I would point to President Trump’s success in his first term. As 
I pointed out, he is the only modern President where Putin did not 
invade another country, and that is because of the strong leader-
ship that President Trump brings every day. 

We did not see that with our previous President in President Joe 
Biden, and I think the catastrophic withdrawal led to this cas-
cading of weakness around the globe, and of course, one of the after 
effects was Russia’s decision to invade Ukraine. 

I think the President needs to have maximum flexibility to bring 
this resolution to an end, a peaceful resolution stopping the killing, 
stopping the bloodshed. 

He campaigned on this issue, and certainly, Secretary Rubio tes-
tified extensively on this issue as well. So, I want to support his 
commitment to do so through his special envoy and his decisions 
as President. 

Senator CORNYN. It seems like the Biden administration has 
tried to use diplomacy without the credible use threat, at least of 
the use of force. Do you think diplomacy works without deterrence? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think you need to have deterrence. I 
think deterrence is key. You are talking to a member who has been 
on the House Armed Services Committee, who has served on the 
House Intelligence Committee. 

I think deterrence is our strongest way to ensure that we have 
peace. I have been proud to help rebuild our U.S. military in the 
first term of President Trump when he signed the National Defense 
Authorization Act in my district at Fort Drum. 

So, I am a deep believer in deterrence. Diplomacy is very impor-
tant as well, and that is one of the reasons why I think it is impor-
tant that this position serve at the Cabinet level, and I am honored 
that the President nominated me to be in his Cabinet in this posi-
tion. 

Senator CORNYN. As you know, because you have a record deal-
ing with U.N. Security Council Resolution 2231 adopted as part of 
that deal, the Iranian nuclear deal in 2015 was to snap back sanc-
tions if Iran violated the agreement, which it has clearly done time 
and time again. 
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President Trump sought to initiate those snapback sanctions in 
August 2020, but it was not successful at the time. In 2023 you 
signed a bipartisan letter, as you will recall, to the British, French, 
and German leaders urging them to immediately initiate the snap-
back mechanism. 

How important do you think it is that that snapback occur, and 
what threat is there to the region and to world peace of Iran ac-
quiring a nuclear weapon? 

Representative STEFANIK. Oh, it is the most significant threat to 
world peace and specifically to the region, and I have a long record 
on this issue. I think it will be an important tool to consider in the 
President’s tools kit as he pushes back on Iran. 

If you look at the success in his first term of the maximum pres-
sure campaign on Iran, we had the Iranian regime—he had the 
Iranian regime at its weakest point, and what we have seen with 
the hundreds of billions of dollars sent to Iran during the last 
President is you have an emboldened Hamas who committed the 
bloodiest day for the Jewish people since the Holocaust on October 
7. 

You had an emboldened Hezbollah which, luckily, successfully, 
Israel has continued to eradicate the terrorists of both Hamas and 
Hezbollah, and that is funded by Iran. 

So, it has a cascading effect across the region. One of the great-
est breakthroughs to push back on Iran is the Abraham Accords 
and building upon that success. 

Also using our energy policy, and President Trump was a vision-
ary in this space, understanding that energy policy is national se-
curity around the world. 

Senator CORNYN. Thank you. 
Senator RICKETTS. Senator Van Hollen. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Representative Stefanik, it was good to meet with you the other 

day. We discussed many of the important issues you will face at 
the United Nations, and I was pleased to hear you say that despite 
your voting record in the House, you support funding for the 
United Nations and most of its agencies, and we agreed that U.S. 
disengagement from the United Nations would simply cede lots of 
territory to our adversaries. 

Sadly, President Trump’s decision to leave the World Health Or-
ganization will do just that. I believe it will make us less safe. Vi-
ruses do not respect national boundaries. 

Also, much false information has been spread about UNRWA this 
morning. I simply urge all my colleagues to go read the U.S. intel-
ligence assessment of UNRWA, an organization that Cindy 
McCain, the head of the World Food Programme, has described as, 
quote, ‘‘indispensable.’’ 

One issue that you will immediately face at the U.N. are discus-
sions and resolutions regarding the ongoing conflicts in the Middle 
East, and I associate myself with Senator Rosen’s comments about 
the importance of enforcing U.N. Security Resolution 1701 along 
with other U.N. Security Council resolutions. 

Like you I have met with the hostage families, many of them, 
and I commend President Trump and special Middle East Envoy 
Steve Witkoff for the role they played in finally securing the agree-
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ment to release the hostages and enter into a ceasefire. It is essen-
tial that they achieve its full implementation. 

I would like to discuss your views about what people refer to as 
the day after in Gaza and beyond. President Trump has an oppor-
tunity to bring some light at the end of a very dark tunnel we find 
ourselves in, the latest chapter being the horrific Hamas attacks of 
October 7. 

The President has said he wants to bring long term peace and 
security to the region. Clearly, Hamas can have no role in that fu-
ture, but long term peace must include security, self-determination, 
and dignity for Israelis and Palestinians alike. 

When we talked in my office you agreed that we should stand up 
and protect universal human rights and human rights and self-de-
termination for all people including both Israelis and Palestinians, 
and I would just like to hear you today say that that is your view. 

Representative STEFANIK. To put that view in the context of the 
day after question, I think President Trump is uniquely positioned 
at this very challenging moment to bring peace to the region, to 
eradicate terrorists of Hamas and Hezbollah, to protect Israel’s na-
tional security. 

If you look at the failures, we have given billions of dollars—and 
this is just the bilateral aid to the Palestinians—and it has been 
abused by Hamas. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Representative Stefanik, it was a very 
simple question. I am just asking you if you agree with the state-
ment that in order to achieve long term peace and stability in the 
Middle East that we have to secure the human rights and rights 
of self-determination for both Israelis and Palestinians. That is a 
yes or no. 

Representative STEFANIK. I support human rights for all, and I 
think it is a disgrace that Hamas and Hezbollah have stripped 
human rights of the Palestinian people, and we need to ensure that 
we are standing up for human rights and Israel is standing up for 
human rights. It is a beacon of human rights in the region. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. So, we agree with that. I asked you in my 
office also about whether Palestinians have the right of self-deter-
mination. My understanding was you said yes. You have a different 
answer today? 

Representative STEFANIK. That was not the direct question that 
we discussed. I said the Palestinian people—— 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. Do you believe the Palestinians have the 
right of self-determination? 

Representative STEFANIK. I believe the Palestinian people de-
serve so much better than the failures that they have had from ter-
rorist leadership. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. We agree on that. It is a pretty simple 
question. I take it—— 

Representative STEFANIK. And I believe we need peace in the re-
gion. Of course they deserve human rights. 

Senator VAN HOLLEN. So—— 
Representative STEFANIK. I want to ensure that, number one, we 

bring the hostages home. I want to—— 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. So, do all of us, Representative Stefanik. 

Let me just ask you—I have 30 seconds left. I am really surprised 
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by answers in my office, but I did ask you whether you subscribe 
to the views of Finance Minister Smotrich who I—— 

Representative STEFANIK. Of who? I am sorry. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. Smotrich. This is the Israeli Finance Min-

ister Smotrich, and the former National Security Minister Ben-Gvir 
who believe that Israel has a biblical right to the entire West Bank, 
and in that conversation you told me that, yes, you shared that 
view. Is that your view today? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. 
Senator VAN HOLLEN. OK. I think when it comes to this very dif-

ficult issue, if the President is going to succeed at bringing peace 
and stability to the Middle East we are going to have to look at 
the U.N. Security Council resolutions—not just the ones on Leb-
anon, which we should enforce, but other U.N. Security Council 
resolutions. 

And it is going to be very difficult to achieve that if you continue 
to hold the view that you just expressed, which is a view that was 
not held by the founders of the state of Israel who were secular Zi-
onists, not religious Zionists. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH [presiding]. Thank you, Senator Van Hollen. 
From the great State of Montana, Senator Daines. 
Senator DAINES. Chairman, thank you. 
Also, Ms. Stefanik, congratulations on your nomination, and 

thank you for being here today. I am very pleased to see President 
Trump placing such a strong emphasis on this very important posi-
tion of Ambassador to the United Nations. 

It is important for the United States to be active at the table at 
the U.N. to protect and advance U.S. interests. It is hard to imag-
ine that the United Nations, which was born out of the tragedy of 
the Holocaust, would become a significant voice, an instrument of 
anti-Semitism. 

That is exactly what has happened. Not only has the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly condemned Israel’s right to defend itself and de-
manded Israel end unlawful presence in occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, but it has also attempted to recognize Palestine as a state, 
and programs such as UNRWA have actively assisted terrorists. 

I remember being in the Hezbollah terror tunnels in late August 
2023, seeing what was planned. In fact, we walked down with IDF 
soldiers to see spray paint in Arabic, ‘‘On our way to Jerusalem,’’ 
and little did we know when we were touring those Hezbollah ter-
ror tunnels in northern Israel between Israel and Lebanon that 
weeks later the worst terror attack in Israel’s history would occur 
October 7, 2023. 

Congresswoman Stefanik, if confirmed you will have to be a stal-
wart advocate for U.S. interests, and by the way, I could not be 
more pleased with President Trump’s moral clarity on these dif-
ficult issues as it relates to what is happening in Israel. 

Secretary Rubio—great to see him sworn in today, you as being 
our next Ambassador to the United Nations, Ambassador Huckabee 
nominated for Israel. This will be a great team that has moral clar-
ity on these difficult issues. 

You will be a stalwart advocate for our interest among an organi-
zation that continually advocates against American values despite 
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existing only because of the United States’ financial contributions 
to its budget. 

Congresswoman Stefanik, the U.N. has had no greater dem-
onstration of their ineffectiveness than its failure to prevent Iran 
from advocating in their nuclear weapons program. 

In your opinion how could the United States as a member of Se-
curity Council encourage the U.N. to take actions to curb the ad-
vancements of Iran’s nuclear program? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think this is related to the question 
by Senator Cornyn—consideration of snapback sanctions, con-
tinuing to be a strong voice, pushing back against Iran, supporting 
the President’s maximum pressure campaign, which was so suc-
cessful in the first term that we will see a continuation of in this 
term. 

And I think that is also the critical step to take to stop the axis 
of terror in the region, as Iran is the number one funder of Hamas 
and Hezbollah and the Houthis, which is destabilizing the region. 

I also think building on the success of the Abraham Accords—I 
mentioned this earlier in the hearing—we have an Abraham Ac-
cords Caucus here, starting an Abraham Accords Caucus in the 
United Nations with countries who understand the importance of 
bringing peace and normalization to the region. 

Senator DAINES. You know, and I remember that visit in late Au-
gust in my last trip to Israel since the attacks but meeting with 
Bibi Netanyahu. 

The optimism coming off the Abraham Accords with the possi-
bility of restoring normalized relations between Saudi Arabia and 
Israel there was great hope and optimism, of course, shattered— 
shattered—not by the Israelis, but by this horrible terror attack by 
Hamas. 

A number of my colleagues have asked about your plans for 
changing the staffing dynamics and putting forward more U.S. can-
didates for postings. 

Congresswoman, I am very supportive of this, but how do you 
plan to push back against individuals like the Secretary General 
who lowered flags to half-staff for the Butcher of Tehran, their late 
president? 

Representative STEFANIK. We are going to push back with strong 
moral clarity. We are going to push back with President Trump’s 
America first, peace through strength as the United States Ambas-
sador at the United Nations and the number one funder. We are 
going to push back strongly and clearly. 

Senator DAINES. I appreciate your moral clarity, your strong 
leadership, your 10 years in the U.S. House. Pleased to serve with 
you on the Hill, and you will be a great Ambassador to the United 
Nations. 

Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. 
Senator Barrasso. 
Senator BARRASSO. Thanks so much, Mr. Chairman. 
Congresswoman Stefanik, congratulations. I believe you are 

going to be terrific. 
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A couple of things I wanted to talk to you about. You know, 
Israel has continually been subjected to biased resolutions and po-
litically motivated investigations at the United Nations. 

The U.N. so called Human Rights Council has a standing agenda 
item, and that standing agenda item is called Item No. 7 and it ex-
clusively targets Israel. It makes it the only member of the U.N.— 
the only member state singled out in this manner. 

The council consistently devotes excessive time—I think time at 
all is excessive—in criticizing Israel while often overlooking the 
atrocities in countries like Iran, like Syria. 

In 2024 alone the U.N. General Assembly adopted 17 different 
resolutions against Israel compared to only six against the whole 
rest of the world. 

I mean, it is astonishing that this is going on in the U.N. So, 
what are your views on Item 7, and what steps would you think 
to do in terms of removal of this from the permanent agenda? 

Representative STEFANIK. We need to work to remove it from the 
permanent agenda. This is counter to our national security inter-
ests. It is counter to our values, and this is emblematic of the anti- 
Semitic rot that is pervasive within the U.N. system. 

I am a big believer in transparency. We saw over the course of 
exposing, frankly, the failed leadership at college campuses the im-
portance of providing a spotlight when there is a lack of moral clar-
ity, because the American people strongly support the U.S.-Israel 
relationship. 

They understand the moral case and the importance of Israel 
and how we should not be funding or supporting or giving any plat-
form, frankly, like the standing agenda item. 

Senator BARRASSO. Are there things you have in mind in terms 
of how we can pay greater attention to the true human rights situ-
ations that are taking place in Iran, in Syria, and have the U.N. 
be forceful at all? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. We should have—you know, when 
previous U.S. Ambassadors chaired the Security Council for their 
month, human rights was on the agenda item. 

I want to make sure that that continues to be a priority, speak-
ing out on human rights issues, which there is significant bipar-
tisan records of both sides of the aisle coming together to really 
raise the awareness and speak with that moral leadership from the 
United States of America on these humanitarian crises and speak-
ing up for human rights. 

Senator BARRASSO. You have answered a number of questions 
about China today, and this is a question I want to ask you. I 
asked the same question to Senator Rubio the other day, because 
I think China continues to have an unfair advantage due to the 
definition of China being the status listed as a developing nation 
as opposed to the second largest economy in the world. 

To me it is not a developing nation, which has huge advantages 
as a result of that in terms of funding and the ability to borrow 
money and others on the world stage. 

So, do you believe that China is a, quote, ‘‘developing nation,’’ 
and what is your plan to ensure that China is no longer able to 
exploit what I believe is an inaccurate label currently at the U.N.? 
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Representative STEFANIK. No, and they have exploited not only 
that inaccurate label but they are the greatest perpetrators of intel-
lectual property theft. They are the most significant national secu-
rity challenge. 

I think generationally this will be the greatest challenge that my 
generation faces, and I think that we have an opportunity, because 
if you look at the bipartisan focus and concern on ensuring that we 
not only meet this challenge, but that our values—we continue to 
strengthen our partnerships and allies around the globe. I think we 
have an opportunity to deliver real bipartisan results in this space. 

Senator BARRASSO. I think you used the words accountability, 
transparency. I know that is the way you acted in Congress with 
this. 

The U.S. contributes, what, 22 percent of the U.N. total budget 
right now. How are you going to ensure that that financial burden 
at the U.N. are actually shared more equitably in accordance with 
current economic realities? 

Representative STEFANIK. Well, first of all, working directly with 
members of the House and the Senate with our oversight members 
and specifically the appropriators is very important. 

I think, as I discussed, doing an assessment of all of our funds, 
ensuring that we are being good stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars, 
that we are looking at results based entities within the U.N. sys-
tem, organizations that support American interest, America first 
peace through strength, and working with our national security 
team to do so. 

I want to provide this committee with full transparency about 
where every dollar is going within the U.N. system, which, frankly, 
this committee has not gotten before, and we deserve that as good 
stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars. 

Senator BARRASSO. I believe I one time heard you say we are the 
nation of the United States, not the United Nations, and how are 
you going to preserve and protect American sovereignty within the 
U.N.? 

Representative STEFANIK. I deeply support American sovereignty, 
and I know that I am going there to be, if confirmed, the Ambas-
sador of the United States to the United Nations, and not the other 
way around, and I will always stand up for American values. 

Senator BARRASSO. Thank you. Congratulations. 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Barrasso. 
Senator Lee, thank you for joining us. The floor is yours. 
Senator LEE. Thank you very much. Good to be back on the com-

mittee. 
Representative Stefanik, congratulations on your nomination. 
You know, to start off with I will say that I have made no secret 

about the fact that I have got a healthy degree of skepticism about 
the United Nations. 

In fact, I have introduced a bill to defund it. But I believe you 
are properly equipped and prepared to handle the challenges with-
in the United Nations between now and whenever we might have 
the wisdom to defund it, should that occur, and I look forward to 
working with you on that and on your efforts to reform it from 
within during your time, should you be confirmed. 
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Now, the United States is one out of 193 member states belong-
ing to the United Nations. In this setting the U.S. will, obviously, 
need to engage with allies and bring about any needful, proper re-
forms within the U.N. 

Who do you consider our best allies within the U.N. system? 
Representative STEFANIK. The Brits are a very important ally in 

the Security Council. Israel is a key ally. I think we need to con-
tinue to make inroads with developing countries within South 
America and Africa. It is important to build on the success. 

China has had a significant effort to try to peel off those votes 
in the General Assembly. So, I think we need to approach it that 
every—you know, every country has one vote, and I know that as 
a House member no matter what your district is you have one vote. 
We need to build up and build our coalitions. 

Japan is, obviously, a key ally. Australia is a key ally. But on 
the P5 the Brits, we share so many values and are incredibly im-
portant. French are also an important ally as well. 

And then Israel. Israel is a huge priority for me and making sure 
that the rest of the world knows that the U.S. stands strongly with 
Israel. 

Senator LEE. And how would you describe the attitude of the 
United Nations as a whole toward Israel? 

Representative STEFANIK. I would say it is anti-Semitic. 
Senator LEE. Anti-Semitic. My thoughts exactly. 
And that is a problem, given the U.S. relationship with Israel. 

It is a problem that the United Nations takes such a hostile ap-
proach. 

It is also concerning that within the United Nations Security 
Council we have people who, let us just say, do not share our inter-
ests who have veto power. How does that limit our ability to effect 
significant change within the United Nations? 

Representative STEFANIK. It is a significant challenge. It is a 
challenge that the Ambassador—and if confirmed we will face 
every day with China and Russia’s veto on the P5, and it is a chal-
lenge that we are going to need to continue addressing. 

It is important to speak out and stand up for American values 
and be a voice representing the United States of America at the Se-
curity Council. But it is a challenge. 

Senator LEE. The International Criminal Court maintains a liai-
son office at the U.N. headquarters in New York, and as you are 
aware, the U.S. granted the U.N. what it refers to as an inviolable 
headquarters district in 1947. 

The U.N. and the ICC also maintain a negotiated relationship 
agreement that obligates them to cooperate and exchange informa-
tion. But, of course, as you know the U.S. is not a party to the ICC, 
and with very good reason. I hope we never ratify that. 

In light of this, what are your thoughts on the cooperative rela-
tionship between the U.N. and the ICC, and would you support a 
negotiation of the United Nations headquarters agreement to clar-
ify that the U.N. should not be housing other international organi-
zations to which the U.S. is not a party, particularly those organi-
zations that take positions hostile to the interests of the United 
States? 
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Representative STEFANIK. Well, thank you for the question, Sen-
ator. 

I have a significant record pushing back on the ICC. First of all, 
we are not party to it. It has targeted U.S. service members as well 
as targeting Israel, and we just passed on the House side impor-
tant legislation pushing back on the ICC’s disgraceful anti-Semi-
tism. 

I want to take a look at what you just proposed. I am open to 
assessing that, and I want to work with our oversight members to 
do so. 

I do think it is important to make sure that no U.S. taxpayer dol-
lars, that there is any connection to that because it is counter to 
our values. 

Senator LEE. Right, and therein lies one of the problems. We are 
the largest donor nation to the United Nations. We also are in a 
situation in which most of the money that we contribute is vol-
untary, not mandatory. 

Nobody else comes close to what we dole out, and yet many of 
our interests are contravened by things that the U.N. does or has 
been doing, has been inclined to do, and that creates a problem. 

The problem is compounded further by virtue of how a lot of this 
money makes its way to the U.N. We put somewhere—something 
in the neighborhood about $20 billion a year in there, and so, yes, 
we can say we do not want our money going to X, Y, or Z but it 
all gets put into a large sort of balloon, and what we might take 
out here they might use somewhere else, and so we are still fund-
ing a lot of things that are hostile to our interests. 

So, would you support tailored funding cuts, and if so, how would 
you bring about those cuts to make sure that it does not just come 
out in the wash somewhere else? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes, I would support tailored cuts. I 
want to work with our appropriators specifically on how we can be 
most effective and judicious in making those cuts. But it goes back 
to one of my main goals if confirmed to this position as being good 
stewards of U.S. taxpayer dollars and representing American val-
ues. 

Senator LEE. Great. Thank you very much. 
I see my time has expired. Thank you, Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Lee. Thank you for your view 

on the ICC. There is a lot of us share the same view. 
Any court that wants to be a court has to know right from wrong, 

and for the ICC to proclaim some kind of moral equivalency be-
tween Israel and Hamas is ridiculous. 

They cannot have any kind of standing in a judiciary or legal 
system with that kind of a view. So, thank you for your view in 
that regard. 

Senator Schatz. 
Senator SCHATZ. Thank you, Chairman. 
Ms. Stefanik, nice to see you again. Thanks for taking the time. 
Speaking of every country having a vote, we had a pretty con-

structive conversation about the Pacific Island nations with which 
we have, I think, made some progress in terms of engagement, but 
it is kind of a mixed bag because of the PRC influence, and I would 
just like to hear you say in public what we discussed in private, 
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which is that it is important that we remain engaged in all these 
little nations, which are sovereigns and all do have a vote at the 
U.N. for strategic purposes. 

When we talk about the Asia Pacific region we tend to talk about 
South Asia, East Asia, very little about the countries that occupy 
the Pacific Ocean, and I am wondering if you can talk about that. 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes, absolutely, and considering the 
importance of the region, all regions are important but the threat 
of a rising China in the region, it is increasingly critical that the 
U.S. continue to strengthen our partnerships, our diplomatic out-
reach to all countries big and small within INDOPACOM, and it 
is a commitment to do so within the Pacific Islands that you and 
I discussed, and it is deeply tied to your State’s national security, 
as you know. 

Senator SCHATZ. Sure is. You know, there are kind of two theo-
ries of the case around how to use the U.N. to counter PRC influ-
ence, and I think you and I are on the same page as it relates to 
what to do next. 

My own judgment, and then you can tell me if you agree with 
this, is that to the degree and extent that we want to engage in 
muscular diplomacy, muscular foreign policy, muscular defense pol-
icy, it is not actually in our interest to recede away from all these 
U.N. bodies, and obviously, Senator Lee and I probably disagree 
about the U.N. itself and some of the policies that it has made. 

But I think that we would be cutting off our nose to spite our 
face if we just go away from these international convenings, and 
so—because China is not going away. They are trying to run the 
meetings, and to the extent that we withdraw—I know WHO is a 
done deal. I know Paris is a done deal. Fair enough. Elections and 
consequences and all that. 

But I am worried that we are going to just get out of the room 
and then relegate ourselves to observer status and then wonder 
why we are losing the battle in the room, and I just want to know 
if you are committed to staying in those rooms, to fighting for 
American priorities and values, rather than sort of taking your 
marbles and going home. 

Representative STEFANIK. I think it is very important that we 
stay in those rooms, particularly the technical organizations like 
telecommunications, intellectual property, civil aviation. 

There was a discussion earlier about artificial intelligence. We 
need to lead with our standards and our values, and frankly, the 
world is looking for us to lead, and that is an important tool in our 
national security toolkit. 

And I look forward to working with Secretary Rubio and his 
strong record of being a strong voice in the U.S. Senate now that 
he is confirmed as Secretary of State. So, certainly, there will be 
policy disagreements. I support the President’s decision. 

But we need to push back in the short term and long term 
against the CCP’s inroads, and we need to do so with people as 
well, both at the lowest level, the starting entry levels within the 
U.N. system but also the senior level and heads of these sub-U.N. 
agencies. 

Senator SCHATZ. Thank you for that. 
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I know Senator Coons may have covered this a little bit. I under-
stand there is a 90 day pause on all aid and again, elections and 
consequences—like, every President comes in and pauses all pend-
ing regulations and all the rest of it. 

But some of this is going to have material consequences pretty 
quickly, and we do not have 90 days when it comes to our military 
partnerships. 

People do not have 90 days when it comes to humanitarian as-
sistance, and I am just wondering how we navigate through the ab-
solute prerogative that a President has to set their own policy 
course versus 90 days could be too long for some communities and 
countries. 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you for the question. I support 
the President’s executive action. I think it is important that we be 
strong voices for the American taxpayer and ensure that all of our 
investments go to specific results strengthening our national secu-
rity, making America strong, safe and prosperous, and bringing 
peace through strength. 

If confirmed, I will work within the National Security Council 
and with the President and Secretary of State to ensure that we 
have the strong tools that we need within the United Nations to 
work with Secretary Rubio on our broader national security strat-
egy that the President has laid out for the American people. 

Senator SCHATZ. Yes. I guess what I am trying to figure out is, 
can we agree that 90 days may be too long and that, if confirmed, 
you are going to try to figure out where to turn the spigot back on? 

Because right now this is a rather—this is a blanket freeze, and 
I presume some of the things that are frozen are going to get 
unfrozen. It would be better if we could unfreeze some of these 
things in 20 days rather than 90 because there are real geopolitical 
consequences to freezing all aid for 3 months. 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you, Senator Schatz. 
I do support the President’s executive order. We will work on the 

National Security Council to make sure that all the tools that are 
needed to protect our national security and the diplomatic piece is 
an important an important part of that. 

When it comes to the U.N. I have confidence that the President 
is going to make sure that we have the tools we need to protect 
our national security. 

Senator SCHATZ. I liked your answer to the previous question 
better, but thank you very much. 

Senator RISCH. Senator Schatz, actually you raise a good point. 
When you do a blanket executive order like that, sometimes the 
law of unintended consequences takes over. 

Having said that, every one of these executive orders can be 
amended, and we have a history of amending them, both sides, 
over years. 

So, I am not as concerned about that, but it is a valid and legiti-
mate point. Thank you so much. 

Senator Cruz, you are up. 
Senator CRUZ. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Congresswoman, congratulations on your nomination. You are 

going to be terrific. 
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I want to go back to a topic you discussed with Senator Cornyn. 
I want to focus on Iran’s push to build a nuclear arsenal, which 
poses, I think, the most immediate and acute threat to American 
national security. 

When the Ayatollah chants ‘‘Death to America’’ he means it, and 
I believe he would absolutely detonate a nuclear weapon over an 
American city if he could. 

The Trump administration got Iran’s nuclear program in a box 
and kept it there. President Trump withdrew from the catastrophic 
Obama Iran nuclear deal in 2018. He imposed maximum pressure 
in 2019. 

He invoked the U.N. snap back mechanism in the U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 2231 to reimpose international sanctions in 
2020. 

For that entire time Iran was deterred from making significant 
advances on their nuclear program. They did not even enrich ura-
nium above 5 percent or cascade advanced centrifuges. 

Starting in November 2020 the Iranian regime gambled that it 
could start rushing to a nuclear arsenal and the incoming Biden 
administration would let them. Unfortunately, that proved correct. 

In November the regime approved a new law calling for major 
nuclear advances. In January they started enriching at 20 percent 
at Fordow, the underground enrichment bunker built into a moun-
tain that the Obama Iran nuclear deal left open. 

The incoming Biden administration responded with appease-
ment. In February, immediately after being inaugurated, they 
rushed to the U.N. to rescind President Trump’s snapback, again, 
allowing international sanctions to expire. 

For the next 4 years the Administration continually dismantled 
pressure on the regime and refused to impose sanctions. We know 
the result. 

Today the Ayatollah has achieved a nuclear breakout time of 
zero. We now face the very real possibility of an Iranian nuclear 
arsenal. 

I do not believe that this is a threat the U.S. can tolerate, and 
I am confident that both the President and Secretary of State 
Rubio agree. 

I asked Secretary of State Rubio whether he intends to go to the 
United Nations, and again trigger the snapback mechanism as a 
part of his written testimony to this committee. 

Here was Secretary Rubio’s response. Quote, ‘‘I believe it is in 
our national security interest for the U.N. Security Council to snap 
back the sanctions that were suspended under the JCPOA. I will 
execute the President’s guidance and work with our allies to ensure 
that snapback takes place.’’ 

First, do you agree with Secretary Rubio’s assessment that it is 
in the national security interest of the United States to snap back 
those sanctions? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. 
Senator CRUZ. Talk about how you would execute a strategy to 

do so either unilaterally or working with allies. 
Representative STEFANIK. We will have to—that will be a strat-

egy that I develop with the National Security Council in tandem 
with Secretary Rubio and President Trump to work with our allies 
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within the United Nations, within the Security Council, and there 
are allies that are already considering this and looking at it, and 
that has been publicly reported. 

But obviously, pushing back on Iran is a top priority. It was a 
success during President Trump’s first term, and we have seen the 
catastrophic results and loss of life during the previous 4 years 
when you have had an emboldened Iran that has led to directly the 
October 7 terrorist attack against Israel and Hezbollah firing tens 
of thousands of rockets against Israeli civilians. 

Senator CRUZ. Let us move to another topic. You and I talked 
about the deep rot in the United Nations when it comes to sup-
porting terrorism against America and our allies, especially Israel. 

As you discussed with Senator McCormick, UNRWA has for dec-
ades provided material support for Hamas and other terrorist 
groups in Gaza. The World Health Organization has also been 
deeply complicit in the use of hospitals by Hamas for terrorist ac-
tivities including for the holding of hostages. 

The complicity of these organizations deepened after October 7. 
The Biden administration embraced UNRWA and the World 
Health Organization. Congress prohibited the Biden administration 
from funding UNRWA, but the administration officials cir-
cumvented that prohibition by using UNRWA infrastructure. 

Yesterday the President rightly and immediately withdrew our 
participation from them. I think that was a critical first step, but 
the next step is to enable American citizens to hold these organiza-
tions accountable. 

We currently have a very odd legal environment where these or-
ganizations enjoy more sovereign immunity than states and thus 
are shielded from accountability. 

Last Congress I introduced the LIABLE Act and was joined by 
four current members of this committee including—as well as Sec-
retary of State Rubio. 

The bill will allow American victims of terrorism and their family 
to sue international organizations that support terrorism against 
this. I will soon reintroduce it in this Congress. 

What is your understanding of the role these organizations have 
played in facilitating terrorism against Americans, Israelis, and our 
allies? 

Representative STEFANIK. Well, UNRWA—there were individuals 
in UNRWA who participated, who executed, and committed ter-
rorist acts against Israel on October 7. Sinwar, the leader of 
Hamas, carried an UNRWA passport. You had a Hamas data cen-
ter under UNRWA headquarters. 

So, the rot is deep. Congress made the right decision. I was 
proud to be one of the leaders when it came to defunding UNRWA, 
and I am committed to holding them accountable and working with 
the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House and the President if that legis-
lation passes. 

Senator CRUZ. Terrific. Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Cruz. 
Senator Duckworth. 
Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
Congresswoman Stefanik, it is good to see you again. When we 

met last week we talked about your strategy for jumping in and 
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getting up to speed among the many career diplomats at the 
United Nations. 

What can you say here today about how you will tackle that 
problem set of facing people who have been there for a long time 
and who may have long established relationships and experience at 
the U.N. headquarters? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think it is very important to build on 
their significant experience. Right now there is the transition hap-
pening. If confirmed, I hope to dig in and gain their expertise, par-
ticularly the regional expertise that many of the officials within the 
State Department serving at the U.S. U.N. mission. 

It is very important, particularly in the technical aspects and 
some of the technical organizations and some of the regional chal-
lenges within the U.N. system. 

Typically, the deputy permanent rep is a career although presi-
dentially appointed, and I will support the President’s nominee. 
But our hope is that that will bring career expertise from within 
the State Department and an understanding of the U.N. system. 

Senator DUCKWORTH. Will you commit to proactively engaging 
the rotating members of the Security Council and investing time, 
particularly in relationships throughout those who represent the 
Global South? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes, that is very important. It was an 
issue that you and I discussed, Senator, and was actually asked in 
previous parts of this hearing. It is incredibly important. 

If you look at China’s inroads in the Global South, it is one of 
the greatest challenges that we face when you look at the U.N. vot-
ing habits of various countries. So, we need to build upon our re-
gional organizations and push back on Chinese influence in that re-
gion, and that starts with engagement. 

Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. 
Shifting gears to Southeast Asia, the crisis in Myanmar feels like 

it is only escalating as the years pass since the Tatmadaw took 
control in 2021. 

Millions of people are internally displaced, and there are hun-
dreds of thousands of Karen displaced in Thailand and nearly a 
million Rohingya displaced into Bangladesh. 

Although we have had U.N. Security Council Resolution 2669 
since 2022, ASEAN’s Five-Point Consensus since 2021, and increas-
ing sanctions targeting the military junta, there is no sign to an 
end in sight for this crisis. 

It has also created a ripe environment for criminal activity with 
cyberscam centers engaging in human trafficking and enriching 
themselves by targeting people with fraud. 

This has a major economic impact, including on people here in 
the United States who find themselves targeted. If confirmed as 
U.N. Ambassador what ideas would you have to get after some of 
the challenges that make up this really complex case? 

I am not asking you to singlehandedly solve the conflict, but can 
you touch on how you would work with regional bodies like ASEAN 
especially under the Malaysian chairmanship year, or Thailand, 
our longest treaty ally of the United States, or the Philippines 
where we have a security alliance—U.N. subagencies or other enti-
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ties to break through the stalemate we, the world, find ourselves 
in when it comes to Myanmar? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. Thank you so much for the ques-
tion. 

This needs to be among the top priorities when it comes to stand-
ing up with human rights, and I am grateful for the Congress and 
the Senate for having such a bipartisan record when it comes to 
standing up for human rights. 

I hope to return that to a top priority when the U.S. has the op-
portunity to chair the Security Council, and I think building on 
these regional organizations like ASEAN is very important. 

I myself led a delegation with House Armed Services Committee 
colleagues, House Intelligence colleagues. We went to Thailand. 

We have gone to other ASEAN countries on that visit, and work-
ing with them within the region because it is so important to the 
security in the region and the values that we strongly support in 
the region. 

You point out Thailand as our longest ally, oldest ally in the re-
gion. That is a very important relationship, and you have my com-
mitment to continue to build on that. 

And I also think, you know, ASEAN in this particular human 
rights challenge that you pointed out, but I think we ought to build 
on these international organizations like AUKUS, the Quad, writ 
large within the U.N. because I think that helps continue to ex-
pand our ability to deliver diplomatic results. 

Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. I very much look forward to 
working with you in your new position. Congratulations. 

Representative STEFANIK. Thank you, Senator Duckworth. 
Senator DUCKWORTH. I yield back, Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator Duckworth. 
Senator Sheehan. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I had a cou-

ple more follow up questions. 
Let me also, though, first recognize Congressman Joe Wilson, 

who I am sure is here in support of Congresswoman Stefanik. So, 
nice to have representation from the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee. Thank you. 

Congresswoman, the U.N. Security Council recently renewed the 
mandate for EUFOR Althea in Bosnia and Herzegovina through 
November 2025. It has been a constant challenge, and I worry that 
the U.N. backed peacekeeping mission is needed now more than 
ever, perhaps in greater force because of the Republic of Srpska 
leader Milorad Dodik, who is sanctioned by the U.S., and he con-
tinues his secessionist threats. 

So, if confirmed, will you commit to building consensus for main-
taining that peacekeeping mission in the long term? 

Representative STEFANIK. Yes. 
Senator SHAHEEN. Thank you. 
Another area that I am concerned about is the work of the Inter-

national Organization on Migration and the U.N. Refugee Agency, 
which is supporting thousands of displaced from the Russian occu-
pied territory. 

We know we have about 7 million Ukrainian refugees globally, 
3.6 million internally displaced in Ukraine. Moldova, which is 
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sandwiched between Ukraine and has significant Russian influ-
ence, hosts refugees that are equivalent to 5 percent of its popu-
lation. It is dependent on U.N. humanitarian support especially. 

So, if confirmed, will you continue to support these critical hu-
manitarian operations in Ukraine and Moldova? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think it is important that we take a 
look at all of our U.N. entities and all of our U.N. agencies to make 
sure that they deliver results and represent our values, and I want 
to work with the National Security Council and Secretary Rubio to 
do an assessment, make sure that it is results focused, and get 
back to you once we do that. But I want to work with Marco on 
that. 

Senator SHAHEEN. Good. Well, that is fair, and I think it is in 
our interest to help ensure that those countries who are impacted 
by the fallout from the conflict have the support to be able to with-
stand Russian influence so that they do not also fall as the result 
of conflict. 

And let me also register my support for the UNIFIL mission. 
Again, I think it is one that we need to examine and see how we 
ensure that they continue to be a strong bulwark against Hezbollah 
and what is happening in Lebanon. But we need to ensure that 
there is somebody there to address the peacekeeping that needs to 
continue now as the result. 

Lebanon has actually made some real progress in getting a presi-
dent in place and a prime minister who are outside of the influence 
of Hezbollah. I think anything we can do to ensure that continues 
is really important. 

With that said, I also want to go back to Syria because you 
talked a little bit about your—the concern about HTS, and what 
they will continue to do in Syria has come up in the questioning. 

The fall of Assad probably dealt as big a blow to Iran and Russia 
as anything that has happened in the Middle East in recent years, 
and I think it is important for us to think about how we fill that 
vacuum, because if we do not, or if those people who support free-
dom support the opportunity for self-determination for the Syrian 
people, then we know that Iran and Russia and other players will 
come back in to the region. 

So, can you talk a little bit about how you think we can ensure 
that humanitarian aid continues to get through into Syria and that 
the U.N. can engage to ensure that we do not have our adversaries 
filling that vacuum? 

Representative STEFANIK. I am deeply concerned about our ad-
versaries filling that vacuum. I also think that it is important that 
we continue to ensure that there is not another reign, frankly, of 
terror against the Syrian people. 

It is very complex. There are open questions, and I want to work 
with Secretary Rubio and President Trump to ensure we have a 
real verification process. To go back to Reagan, ‘‘trust but verify.’’ 

I think that is really, really important before I make any commit-
ments here today, and certainly I am not going to get ahead of the 
President. 

There is no question that Assad’s fall is a major blow to Iran, 
and it is an opportunity in the region for people that have been 
human rights abuse, have been slaughtered by the Assad regime, 
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the use of chemical weapons, and that is over the course while I 
have been in Congress as we push back, and I credit President 
Trump for his effective military response to when Assad used 
chemical weapons. 

So, I think I need to—I will commit to this committee that I am 
going to work with the National Security Council but will support 
the President’s approach in a very unique and this moment in time 
where there is real opportunity. But we want to make sure that 
there is not terror. 

Senator SHAHEEN. I appreciate that, and I look forward to work-
ing with you, and again, I think time is of the essence here, and 
we do not have a lot of time to look at what the options are before 
our adversaries move in. 

Thank you. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you. Good point, Senator Shaheen. 
Anything else for the good of the order? 
Senator LEE. One very brief follow up. 
Senator RISCH. One very brief follow up. 
Senator. 
Senator LEE. Just wanted to ask you, what do you see as your 

most important lever or levers within the United Nations should 
you be confirmed as our Ambassador to the U.N.? What are your 
most important levers to wield authority to bring about reform? 

Representative STEFANIK. I think our vote on the Security Coun-
cil and the fact that we are the biggest funder. We need to stand 
up for our values, American values, at the United Nations, and I 
said earlier in my testimony if confirmed I will represent the 
United States. 

That is the responsibility and that is what I am hoping to do. 
But it is the U.N. Security Council vote as well as our funding, and 
the, you know, transparency and accountability that should come 
along with our funding. 

Senator LEE. Great. Thank you so much. 
Thank you, Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you, Senator. 
Senator Duckworth, you had a follow up? 
Senator DUCKWORTH. Yes, thank you. 
Just one question, Congressman Stefanik. It is really about the 

rights of persons with disabilities and people with disabilities 
around the world. 

I think the United States is in a very unique position to lead, 
and I think this is a place where you can work with other nations 
at the United Nations when it comes to issues that persons with 
disabilities face around the world, discrimination and the like. 

We still are dealing with unexploded ordnances from the Viet-
nam war in places like Laos and Vietnam and Cambodia. Have you 
thought a little bit about what work you would do when it comes 
for the issue of persons with disabilities in your role as our U.N. 
Ambassador? 

Representative STEFANIK. Absolutely, Senator, and I thank you 
for your leadership on this issue, working with so many Senators 
across the aisle. 

I think it is a very important way that America can lead when 
it comes to human rights and human dignity, and I hope to bring 
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that leadership, and I know that Secretary Rubio during his testi-
mony committed to that as well from the State Department ap-
proach. 

So, I hope to be a strong partner in doing so. 
Senator DUCKWORTH. Thank you. 
I yield back, Mr. Chairman. 
Senator RISCH. Thank you very much. 
At this point I am going to order the letters of support and mat-

ters related thereto regarding Congressman Stefanik into the 
record. They will be placed in the record. 

[EDITOR’S NOTE.—The information referred to above can be found 
in the ‘‘Additional Material Submitted for the Record’’ section at 
the end of this document.] 

Senator RISCH. I am going to leave the record open until 5 p.m. 
tomorrow evening in case there are questions for the record from 
members of the committee. 

So, with that, our thanks to you. Thank you for spending time 
with us here today, and unless there is anything else for the good 
of the order the committee is adjourned. 

[Whereupon, at 12:33 p.m., the hearing was adjourned.] 

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL SUBMITTED FOR THE RECORD 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO REPRESENTATIVE ELISE M. STEFANIK BY SENATOR JAMES E. RISCH 

World Health Organization 
The World Health Organization is a deeply flawed organization in serious 

need of reform. Numerous ‘‘expert panels’’ have acknowledged that the orga-
nization needs to return to its foundational roots as a normative agency, yet 
the organization continues to seek enhanced authorities. This includes efforts 
to promote WHO leadership in the governance structure of an international 
pandemics accord, to elevate the role WHO plays in global supply chain 
management, and to increase mandatory contributions from member states. 

Question. If confirmed, what role will you play in advancing a reform agenda at 
the WHO? 

Answer. President Trump made a commitment to all Americans that he will al-
ways put America First. On his first day in office, President Trump issued an Exec-
utive Order ‘‘Withdrawing the United States from the World Health Organization’’ 
on January 20, 2025, which indicates that the United States intends to withdraw 
from the WHO. I support this E.O. and will remain in regular contact with your 
office to keep you apprised of the implementation of this E.O. I will always ensure 
that U.S. involvement in the United Nations system is based on the principles of 
making America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 

Question. What reforms would you prioritize? 
Answer. President Trump issued Executive Order ‘‘Withdrawing the United 

States from the World Health Organization’’ on January 20, 2025, which indicates 
that the United States intends to withdraw from WHO. One of the President’s rea-
sons for this is because WHO has failed to adopt urgently needed reforms. I support 
this E.O. and will remain in regular contact with your office to keep you apprised 
of the implementation of this E.O. I will always ensure that U.S. involvement in 
the United Nations system is based on the principles of making America safer, 
stronger, and more prosperous. 

Question. What role, if any, should the WHO play in the governance structure of 
an international pandemic accord? 

Answer. President Trump issued Executive Order ‘‘Withdrawing the United 
States from the World Health Organization’’ on January 20, 2025, which indicates 
that the United States intends to withdraw from WHO. The Order also states that 
while withdrawal from the WHO is in progress, the Secretary of State will cease 
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negotiations on the WHO Pandemic Agreement, and actions to effectuate such 
agreement will have no binding force on the United States. I support this E.O. and 
will remain in regular contact with your office to keep you apprised of the imple-
mentation of this E.O. I will always ensure that U.S. involvement in the United Na-
tions system is based on the principles of making America safer, stronger, and more 
prosperous. 

Question. Under what conditions, if any, would you support increasing U.S. as-
sessed contributions to the WHO? 

Answer. President Trump issued Executive Order ‘‘Withdrawing the United 
States from the World Health Organization’’ on January 20, 2025, which indicates 
that the United States intends to withdraw from WHO. The Order also states that 
the United States will pause the future transfer of any U.S. Government funds, sup-
port, or resources to WHO. I support this E.O. and will remain in regular contact 
with your office to keep you apprised of the implementation of this E.O. I will al-
ways ensure that U.S. involvement in the United Nations system is based on the 
principles of making America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 
Abortion 

Pro-abortion groups consistently seek to manipulate the U.N. system, in-
cluding its various bodies, funds, programs, and specialized agencies, to cre-
ate a presumed ‘‘right’’ to abortion. 

Question. Is access to abortion a fundamental human right? 
Answer. No. 
Question. Is there a subset of human rights specifically assigned to women, to in-

clude ‘‘reproductive health rights,’’ that include abortion? 
Answer. No. 
Question. If confirmed, will you uphold all U.S. laws prohibiting the use of U.S. 

foreign assistance to perform or promote abortion overseas, including through the 
UN’s various bodies, funds, programs, and specialized agencies? 

Answer. Yes, if confirmed, I will follow the law. 
Question. If confirmed, will you seek to re-join the Geneva Consensus Declaration, 

which asserts that all lives are sacred and that there is no international ‘‘right’’ to 
abortion? 

Answer. The President has publicly stated he wants to re-join the Geneva Con-
sensus Declaration. If confirmed, I will work to ensure this declaration is imple-
mented and that there is no international ‘‘right’’ to abortion. 
Western Hemisphere 

Question. If confirmed, what steps would you take to support cooperation between 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the govern-
ments of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to enhance their refugee settle-
ment capacity? 

Answer. If confirmed, I would work with the Congress and the State Department 
to strengthen cooperation between UNHCR and other humanitarian partners in the 
region with the governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras to promote 
solutions to displacement, such as local integration. I would also work with USAID 
and development partners to improve security and economic opportunities for refu-
gees, returnees, and other displaced persons to allow their safe and sustainable inte-
gration in these countries and prevent illegal migration to the United States. 

Question. If confirmed, do you commit to use the voice and vote of the United 
States at the United Nations to bring perpetrators of human rights abuses in Ven-
ezuela to justice? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will review this issue, confer with the President, and pro-
vide regular updates to your office. 
Africa 

Question. Over the past year, I have raised concerns about UNSCR 2719, which 
permits UN-assessed contributions to fund African Union-led peace support oper-
ations. I emphasized the need for safeguards, including requiring Security Council 
approval for relevant mandates, capping assessed contributions at 75 percent of a 
mission’s budget, and necessitating a U.S. veto. When the Council took up the man-
date of the AU-led Somalia peacekeeping mission (AUSSOM) in December, I in-
sisted the U.S. veto any transition to assessed contributions under UNSCR 2719. 
What is your position on UNSCR 2719, particularly regarding Somalia? Will you 
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commit to consulting with me and this Committee on any proposals to apply 
UNSCR 2719 to African peace missions? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will assess the decision’s impact on this Administration’s 
priority of making America safer, stronger, and more prosperous. I will commit to 
consulting with you and your Committee during those deliberations and on any fu-
ture proposals to apply UNSCR 2719. 

Question. The Biden Administration has expressed reluctance to be ‘‘isolated on 
the Security Council’’ on Africa-related matters, including advancing U.S. priorities 
and using the veto when necessary (e.g., in the case of UNSCR 2719). What is your 
approach to collaborating with like-minded partners to ensure Security Council out-
comes on Africa align with U.S. policies? Are you prepared to threaten or use the 
veto if U.S. objectives are unmet? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work to ensure that United Nations Security Council 
outcomes on Africa align with U.S. policies will be guided by a clear objective to pro-
mote peace abroad and security and prosperity here at home. To do so, we will de-
velop an outreach strategy to reach out to countries in the Global South and build 
on our global network of alliances and partnerships. 

If confirmed, I will work to reach consensus with other Security Council members 
to advance President Trump’s America First, Peace through Strength priorities and 
will not hesitate to leverage our right to veto when American interests are at stake. 
Europe 

Question. How will you use the United States’ vote and role at the United Nations 
to push back against false Russian narratives about the conflict in Ukraine, promote 
accountability for war crimes and atrocities, and engage other U.N. members to re-
sist siding with Russia? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use the platform of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil and General Assembly to support President Trump’s efforts to bring peace to the 
region. 

Question. How will you use your role at the U.N. to ensure that there is maximum 
oversight and accountability over U.S. assistance to Ukraine and other partners af-
fected by the conflict that is provided via U.N. institutions, mechanisms, and part-
ners? 

Answer. As Ambassador to the United Nations, one of my main goals is being a 
good steward of U.S. taxpayer dollars and representing American values. I will work 
with President Trump, others in his administration and with Congress to ensure 
that we deliver reform and ensure every dollar serves to strengthen our national 
security. I will prioritize continuous and scrupulous oversight of U.N. institutions, 
demanding transparency and accountability, on all UN-provided assistance to for-
eign counties. I will ensure strengthened U.S. leadership on oversight of all U.S. 
funding of organizations throughout the U.N. system. 
Asia/Indo-Pacific 

Question. What will be your priorities for countering China’s influence at the 
United Nations, particularly in entities like the U.N. Security Council, Human 
Rights Council, and technical bodies like the World Health organization or the Food 
and Agriculture Organization? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will review this issue, confer with the President, and be 
in regular communication with your office. 

Question. Do you commit to countering transnational repression by China at the 
United Nations and pushing back on China’s efforts to undermine Taiwan’s mean-
ingful participation in international organizations? How will you approach these 
issues? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use my role to counter transnational repression by 
China at the United Nations. I will work to counter PRC attempts to prevent Tai-
wan from participating in international organizations. This includes PRC attempts 
to insert specific language that aims to prevent Taiwan’s meaningful participation, 
and PRC pressure on U.N. officials to implement Beijing’s preferences with regard 
to Taiwan. 

If confirmed, I will also work with our allies and partners to ensure Taiwan has 
the maximum meaningful participation within the U.N. system, including in U.N. 
specialized and technical agencies, as it should in all international organizations. 
Assessed Contributions 

Question. For the Regular Budget, the U.S. has been assessed at a fixed rate of 
22 percent since the Helms-Biden agreement was negotiated in 1999 ($636.6 million 
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in fiscal year 2020). The U.S. is followed by China (12 percent) and Japan (8.5 per-
cent). If confirmed, can you commit to this committee that you adhere to this cap 
and ensure in future scales of assessments under your tenure that the United 
States does not exceed 22 percent? 

Answer. In December, the United Nations General Assembly agreed to preserve 
the 22 percent ceiling for the next 3 years (2025, 2026, 2027). If confirmed, I will 
confer with the President and relevant officials and remain in regular communica-
tion with your office as we approach the next scales negotiations in 2027. 

Question. For the Peacekeeping budget, the U.S. was assessed at a fixed rate of 
26.9 percent in the last scales of assessment. This exceeds the 25 percent cap en-
acted in 1994 and which has since been only enforced by Republican administra-
tions. If confirmed, do you commit to adhering to the 25 percent cap which is U.S. 
law? 

Answer. Yes. If confirmed, I will ensure that U.S. payments for U.N. peacekeeping 
do not exceed the 25 percent cap in U.S. law. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO REPRESENTATIVE ELISE M. STEFANIK BY SENATOR JEANNE SHAHEEN 

Executive Order Pausing Foreign Assistance 
As written, President Trump’s Executive Order pausing foreign assistance 

for 90 days cover all foreign assistance, including foreign military sales, 
global health, humanitarian, development, counter-narcotics, and democracy 
assistance. A pause in obligations and disbursements has global national se-
curity implications, including for foreign military sales to Israel; bilateral 
and multilateral humanitarian assistance for Sudan and Haiti; counter-nar-
cotics assistance to Mexico to address fentanyl trafficking; economic support 
for Ukraine to harden its energy grid; and global health assistance to detect 
and respond to Monkeypox outbreaks in Central Africa. 

Question. Does the foreign assistance pause in the January 20, 2025, Executive 
Order cover all foreign assistance accounts, including Foreign Military Sales, Hu-
manitarian Assistance, Economic Support Funds, Counter-Narcotics, and Global 
Health Assistance? Are any accounts excluded from the E.O.? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio told this committee during his confirmation hearing: 
every dollar we spend, every program we fund, every policy we pursue must be jus-
tified by the answer to one of three questions: Does it make America safer? Does 
it make America stronger? Or does it make America more prosperous? The Presi-
dent’s executive order is clear that foreign development assistance programs shall 
be paused pending a review to be conducted within 90 days and that reviews of each 
foreign assistance program shall be ordered by the responsible department and 
agency heads under guidelines provided by the Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Director of OMB. 

Question. Will you utilize the waiver authority to provide humanitarian resources 
to support people impacted by the crises in Sudan, Haiti, Ukraine, Burma, and 
Gaza, as well as other places? 

Answer. I understand that the waiver authority in the executive order is in the 
purview of the Secretary of State and not the position to which I have been nomi-
nated. Accordingly, it would not be appropriate for me to speculate on decisions the 
Secretary may undertake. 

Question. Do you agree that a continuation of the assistance pause would conflict 
with Congress’ constitutional authority to appropriate funding and the Impound-
ment Control Act? 

Answer. The Department will obligate funding appropriated by Congress con-
sistent with applicable law, including the Congressional Budget and Impoundment 
Control Act of 1974. 
Women, Peace, and Security 

In 2000, the U.N. Security Council formally recognized the role of women 
in peace and security, unanimously adopting resolution 1325, which ad-
dresses the situation of women in armed conflict and calls for their partici-
pation at all levels of decisionmaking on conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding. Still, the Secretary General reported that out of 31 agree-
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ments reached in 2023, only eight included provisions specifically relating 
to women, girls, gender, or sexual violence. 

Question. How do you believe the U.S. should approach and prioritize the role of 
women in peace, security, and conflict? 

Answer. The United States was the first country in the world to pass comprehen-
sive legislation to address the disproportionate impact of conflict on women and girls 
through the Women, Peace, and Security Act signed by President Trump in 2017. 
This important global agenda recognizes the expansive evidence demonstrating the 
link between the protection and the status of women and girls, and peace and sta-
bility in countries. If confirmed, I will work closely with the Secretary’s Office of 
Global Women’s Issues, and others across the Department, to prioritize the safety 
of women and girls in conflict and crisis and support their meaningful participation 
in all decisionmaking and security processes. 

Question. How can we work with our U.N. partners to ensure that women are in-
cluded in global peace and security decisionmaking and not in a siloed or sidelined 
mechanism that checks the box? 

Answer. As the highest-ranking woman on both the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, I have long ad-
vocated for the robust participation of women in the national security decision-
making process not just because they are women, but because we benefit from a di-
verse group of voices. If confirmed, I will engage with U.N. agencies and member 
states to strongly advocate for the full, equal, and meaningful participation of 
women in U.N. processes as leaders, negotiators, and peacebuilders. I will work to 
ensure the best person for the job always has a seat at the table and has their voice 
heard. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO REPRESENTATIVE ELISE M. STEFANIK BY SENATOR JEFF MERKLEY 

Question. Taiwan’s exclusion—even under observer status—from United Nations 
(UN) agencies and programs is deeply concerning, as it hinders the world’s ability 
to develop comprehensive and effective solutions to a growing set of transnational 
issues. If confirmed, what are three specific U.N. specialized agencies that you 
would prioritize supporting Taiwan’s participation in? How would Taiwan’s partici-
pation in each named agency support U.S. foreign policy priorities? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will not limit Taiwan’s participation within the United 
Nations system to just three entities. I will work to ensure Taiwan has the max-
imum meaningful participation within the United Nations system, including in U.N. 
specialized and technical agencies, as it should in all international organizations. 
Providing Taiwan with a seat at the table in these specialized and technical agen-
cies allows the United States to establish an international coalition of deterrence to-
ward further Chinese aggression and highlights the diplomatic and economic sup-
port of Taiwan. By elevating Taiwan and allowing them to participate in the U.N. 
System, we can show the contrast of freedom and democracy with Communist Chi-
na’s authoritarianism. 

Question. We have all been heartened by the recent ceasefire deal between Israel 
and Hamas—including the release of Israeli hostages who will finally return home 
to their families. It is also important the U.S. lead in addressing the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza, which has been devastating for Palestinian civilians. If confirmed, 
which U.N. agencies do you believe should be tasked with providing this urgent hu-
manitarian assistance, what roles would they play, and how would the U.S. Mission 
to the U.N. support this effort? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will work closely with the responsible departments and 
agencies under the direction provided by the President and the guidelines estab-
lished under the Secretary of State to identify and support United Nations humani-
tarian agencies whose assistance aligns with the foreign policy of the President of 
the United States. 

Question. What does the U.N. Declaration on Human Rights mean to you? If con-
firmed, what steps would you take to ensure that human rights are foundational 
to the U.S. Mission’s activities across U.N. agencies and programs? 

Answer. It has never been more critical for the United States to lead with 
strength and moral clarity. I said in my testimony, the world must be reminded of 
the key mission of the United Nations and America’s role as its formative leader. 
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Following the devastation, carnage, and Holocaust of World War II, the world was 
desperate for peace, stability, human rights and dignity, and world order. If con-
firmed, I will tirelessly stand for American values and American strength as I advo-
cate for our national interest within the U.N. and with U.N. member states and 
push the U.N. to return to its original mission of establishing peace and security 
and protecting human rights around the globe. 

Question. China’s consistent efforts to mischaracterize Resolution 2758 has been 
very concerning for both the U.S. executive and legislative branches. What steps 
would you take to ensure that China’s attempts to conflate its own national doctrine 
with international consensus is called out and corrected? 

Answer. China has used its malign influence to prevent Taiwan from meaning-
fully participating in the United Nations. If confirmed, I will work to counter Chi-
na’s attempts to manipulate the U.N. personnel system and install Chinese dip-
lomats and members of the Chinese Communist Party into the U.N. bureaucracy 
who seek to undermine Taiwan’s meaningful participation. As I mentioned in my 
testimony, I want to utilize Mandarin-language experts, scrub draft resolutions from 
the beginning to ensure Communist China does not try to include language normal-
izing their authoritarian actions, and I want to develop a robust human capital 
strategy that places U.S. citizens throughout the U.N. system, top to bottom. 

RESPONSES TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO REPRESENTATIVE ELISE M. STEFANIK BY SENATOR BRIAN SCHATZ 

After more than 20 months of unrelenting conflict and grave violations of 
international humanitarian law, Sudan’s catastrophic hunger is deepening, 
violence is continuing unabated, humanitarian access remains constrained 
by the warring parties, the spillover effects on regional countries dealing 
with their own internal humanitarian crises are growing, and external ac-
tors are fueling the war with limited and delayed attempts at accountability. 
As international diplomacy continues to fail and the conflict fragments fur-
ther, there is no end in sight for the humanitarian catastrophe; 30 million 
people will need humanitarian assistance in Sudan in 2025—five million 
more than in 2024 and the largest figure in recorded history. (CARE) 

Question. As U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, how will you ensure the 
U.N. Security Council can return to a place of consensus on the Sudan file, particu-
larly on humanitarian access and protection of civilians? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will use the platform of the United Nations Security Coun-
cil to bring more attention to Sudan, particularly on humanitarian access and pro-
tection of civilians. 

Question. Will you support and champion regular briefings from civil society to 
the Security Council on the crisis in Sudan? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will support regular briefings from civil society to the 
United Nations Security Council on the crisis in Sudan. 

Question. Can you commit to support a visit of the UNSC to Sudan and Chad to 
increase international attention on the crisis and foster collective diplomacy? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will explore every option at my disposal to increase inter-
national attention on the crisis and foster collective diplomacy. 

In your hearing, you vowed that, if confirmed, you would work to counter 
the growing influence of the People’s Republic of China (PRC) within the 
United Nations. In recent years, the PRC has aggressively tried to curtail 
participation by Taiwan in international organizations, including U.N. bod-
ies, while also luring away Taiwan’s remaining diplomatic allies through 
economic coercion and corrupt practices. 

Question. How can the United States strengthen its support for Taiwan’s engage-
ment in international organizations, where it can meaningfully contribute to global 
peace and security in support of U.S. interests? 

Answer. China has used its malign influence to prevent Taiwan from meaning-
fully participating in the United Nations. If confirmed, I will work to counter Chi-
na’s attempts to manipulate the U.N. personnel system and install Chinese dip-
lomats and members of the Chinese Communist Party into the U.N. bureaucracy 
who seek to undermine Taiwan’s meaningful participation. 



60 

I will also work to counter PRC attempts to insert language in U.N. products that 
is contrary to our values and that aims to prevent Taiwan from participating in 
international organizations, and to push back against Chinese pressure on U.N. Sec-
retariat officials to implement Beijing’s preferences. I will also work with our allies 
and partners to ensure Taiwan has the maximum meaningful participation within 
the U.N. system, including in U.N. specialized and technical agencies, as it should 
in all international organizations. 

A free press is a fundamental American value. The absence of U.S. Gov-
ernment support for accountability efforts by the U.N. and press freedom de-
fenders only undermines U.S. leadership. Promoting press freedom globally, 
protecting journalist safety, and advancing international laws and norms 
can directly support U.S. principles and interests. 

Question. Can you commit to urging international support at the U.N. for journal-
ists’ access to Gaza, which has been curtailed since of Israel started military oper-
ations there, now that a ceasefire is holding? 

Answer. The United States supports and advocates for free and independent 
media around the world. If confirmed, I commit to press relevant actors to enhance 
journalists’ protection and ensure that journalists can report freely and safely. 

For decades, the United Nations Command (UNC) has helped maintain 
an armistice between North and South Korea by ensuring multinational rear 
forces are ready to support troops on the peninsula in case of war. 

Question. If confirmed, how would you support the UNC and similar active, goal- 
oriented U.N. missions that embody the UN’s founding mandate to advance inter-
national peace and security? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will bring attention to the mechanisms that the United 
Nations Command (UNC) continues to provide to preserve the cessation of hos-
tilities on the Korean Peninsula. I will support the function of all UNC Member 
States, and the ROK as the host nation, in managing, implementing, and enforcing 
the terms of 1953 Armistice Agreement. 

People everywhere are experiencing the impacts of more frequent and se-
vere extreme weather and coping with these devastating events is even hard-
er if you’re a developing country. Pacific Island leaders say that this is top 
of mind and a space where the United States can offer an alternative to Chi-
na’s debt-trap diplomacy. In his confirmation hearing, Senator Rubio noted 
that the Millennium Challenge Corporation and the Development Finance 
Corporation can leverage private sector engagement to improve resilience in 
the Pacific Islands. 

Question. What do you think we should be doing to support the resilience of devel-
oping countries, including the strategically located Pacific Islands? 

Answer. As Secretary Rubio noted in his confirmation hearing, the Pacific Islands 
are important to the United States due to their geographic location and their robust 
presence in international forums including the U.N. and the Pacific Islands Forum. 
We want to ensure that our Pacific neighbors remain free, secure, and friendly to 
U.S. interests. The United States has long been engaged in supporting disaster risk 
reduction and resilience programs aimed at saving lives and reducing the impacts 
of disasters worldwide, including in the Pacific. If confirmed, I will work with the 
Pacific Islands and other Indo-Pacific partners to increase the security and resil-
ience of the region that we all share. 

President Trump promised the American people who elected him a return to en-
ergy dominance. If confirmed, I will work to help him keep this promise through 
diplomacy that prioritizes this clear and worthy goal. 

Question. How does helping address the top priorities of partner countries help 
strengthen U.S. ability to partner with them to advance other U.S. security and eco-
nomic interests? 

Answer. If confirmed, I will put American priorities first, while working with part-
ner countries to advance our shared security and economic interests. When aligned 
with American values and interests, I believe we can drive toward outcomes that 
are in line with the America First principles laid out by President Trump and en-
sure the U.S. is safer, stronger, and more prosperous. 



61 

RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FOR THE RECORD SUBMITTED 
TO REPRESENTATIVE ELISE M. STEFANIK BY SENATOR JACKY ROSEN 

Question. WOMEN IN UKRAINE: The women of Ukraine courageously helped 
lead the country’s Euromaidan revolution, and since that time, women have made 
notable gains in Ukraine’s security and political spheres. Tragically, Putin’s illegal 
and unjustified invasion of Ukraine has subjected women and girls in the country 
to heightened risks of gender-based violence, conflict-related sexual violence, and ex-
ploitation due to a lack of basic safety and security. I had the honor of meeting a 
group of impressive Ukrainian women when I visited the Polish border at the begin-
ning of the war, and I believe women like those I met will be key to ending the 
conflict. 

How will you work with the UN to ensure that women in Ukraine are not only 
protected as this conflict continues, but also empowered to play a meaningful role 
in all decisions related to crisis response, reconstruction, and peacebuilding? 

Answer. As the highest-ranking woman on both the House Armed Services Com-
mittee and the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, I have long ad-
vocated for the robust participation of women in the national security decision-mak-
ing process not just because they are women, but because we benefit from a diverse 
group of voices. If confirmed, I will engage with UN agencies and member states 
to strongly advocate for the full, equal, and meaningful participation of women in 
UN processes as leaders, negotiators, and peacebuilders. I will work to ensure the 
best person for the job always has a seat at the table and has their voice heard. 
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