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Madam Chair and Members of the Committee,

| am honored to appear before you today as the United States Ambassador-
designate to the Kyrgyz Republic. | am deeply grateful to President Obama and
Secretary Clinton for having entrusted me with their confidence with this
nomination. If confirmed, | look forward to deepening our bilateral relationship
based on mutual interest and mutual respect, as President Obama and Secretary
Clinton both have underscored in their meetings with Interim President
Otunbayeva.

| bring over 20 years of Foreign Service experience to this position. | served in
Russia as Assistance Coordinator at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow and later as
Consul General in Vladivostok between 2002 and 2004. 1 also served as Director
of Central Asian Affairs and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Central Asia in
2006-2008. Most recently, | have served as the Deputy Chief of Mission in
neighboring Kazakhstan. All of these positions have helped me prepare for this
moment.

The Kyrgyz Republic is a beautiful country engaged in what Secretary Clinton
called a “bold endeavor” during her recent Bishkek trip. If confirmed, | will focus
my efforts on protecting U.S. citizens and their interests, and assisting the people
of Kyrgyzstan in building a society and a government based on democratic
principles, respect for human rights, and a vibrant and just civil society.

Securing the region from terrorist threats is one of the highest priorities for the
United States and our partners. Thus, our second priority is to sustain the support
of the government for its critical role as host of the Manas Transit Center.
Thousands of monthly refueling and troop transport missions aid coalition forces in
Afghanistan. If confirmed, | will work to advance our mutually supportive
approach to the Center and our common regional security objectives.

In this very dramatic year in Kyrgyzstan’s history, the hopeful changes of recent
months have come at the cost of the terrible violence in April and June. The United
States has expressed deep concern, but also our admiration for the determination of
the people of Kyrgyzstan. To assist the country as it embarks on a democratic



path, we have provided over $80 million in direct aid. Our goals are to strengthen
democratic processes, to support national reconciliation with respect for the rule of
law and full accountability for all perpetrators of violence, and to plant the seeds of
broader economic and social development. The Secretary has committed to our
continued assistance. If confirmed, | will endeavor to ensure that our development
and humanitarian resources are used wisely and effectively.

Since 1991 when the United States recognized the independent nation of
Kyrgyzstan, we have built mutual understanding through public diplomacy and
education. If confirmed, | will reinforce and expand those efforts.

Finally, 1 appreciate the resources this congress has dedicated to the construction of
a new embassy compound. If confirmed, it should be completed during my tenure.
It will allow us to welcome officials visitors, like you, and to assist American
citizens who live, work, travel and study in Kyrgyzstan.

As the Secretary told a Bishkek audience last week, the next few years are critical

in Kyrgyzstan. If confirmed, | will use all of my skills and abilities to advance the
key priorities of the American people as my team and | carry out the vision of the

President and the Secretary.

Thank you. | will now be happy to take any questions you have.
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