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Good morning, Senator Cardin, Senator Lugar and Members of the 

Committee,   

 

I am honored to be here and want to begin by thanking President Obama and 

Secretary Clinton for their confidence, and with your support, for the 

opportunity once again, to serve our country.   

 

Senator Mikulski and Senator Cardin, I am very grateful for your friendship, 

your support and for your leadership and service to all of us who are 

Marylanders—and Americans.  I am humbled by your introductions this 

morning.   

 

And, if I may, thanks as well to my husband Bruce and all of my family who 

are willing once again to have the phone ring in the middle of the night and 

to welcome me home after yet another trip abroad.  None of us can 

contemplate these responsibilities without a mighty support system of 

family, friends and colleagues. 

 

This is the third time I have come before this panel seeking confirmation. 
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In 1993, the chairman was Senator Claiborne Pell, who always carried a 

copy of the United Nations Charter in his pocket, proudly pulling it out and 

reminding us how we all must work together for peace and prosperity. 

 

My own parents, in fact, were at the founding meeting of the UN in 1945 in 

San Francisco.  My father, an active duty Marine, stateside after being 

wounded at Guadalcanal, helped to organize veterans to advocate in support 

of the world body; he was determined to do all he could to save future 

generations from the trauma that his own generation had experienced. 

 

In 1997, when I appeared before the Committee for the second time, the 

chair was Senator Jesse Helms. 

 

It will not surprise you to learn that he and I did not always agree, but I 

never doubted his love for our country and he never doubted mine either 

privately or publicly.  

 

Those who knew him know that he was a true gentleman; when I had 

surgery, he called me at home; and when we failed to see eye to eye on an 

issue, there was never any questioning of sincerity or motives. 

 

Today, under the leadership of Chairman Kerry and Ranking Member 

Lugar, the Committee is at the forefront of debate about America’s position 

in a world of constant change – but what has not changed is the professional 

and dedicated manner in which the Committee conducts the nation’s 

business.   
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I am grateful for your courtesy and look forward, if confirmed, to working 

with you in the future just as I have worked with many of you in prior years. 

 

I am humbled by the knowledge that the job of Under Secretary of State for 

Political Affairs has been filled in the past by people for whom I have 

enormous respect, including most recently Ambassador Bill Burns, an 

outstanding member of the Foreign Service, who continues his service as 

Deputy Secretary. 

 

If I had to write a job description for the position it would begin and end 

with a willingness to take on whatever assignments are deemed necessary by 

the Secretary of State. 

 

If confirmed, I will bring to this new assignment years of experience as a 

staff member on Capitol Hill, as Assistant Secretary and Counselor at the 

Department of State, and as the President’s special advisor on North Korea.  

In recent years, I have gained valuable additional experience in the private 

sector.  

 

This background has enabled me to develop skills as a negotiator, strategist, 

trouble-shooter and problem-solver.  I think you will also find that I am a 

good listener.  As Chief of Staff to then Congresswoman  Mikulski, and later 

as Assistant Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, I had a good deal of 

practice.  Listening is important not only in meetings with foreign officials; 

but in consulting with you – the representatives of the American people and 

with our citizens. 
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My old boss, Secretary Albright, used to say that there is nothing foreign 

about foreign policy.  What the State Department does, and what this 

committee does, is intimately related to the health of our economy, the 

demands made on our military, the safety of our people, and the future of 

our children.  It is vital that we communicate these connections to the public. 

 

Mr. Chair, I expect, during the course of this hearing, that we will cover 

many of the specific countries and controversies that presently concern us 

across the globe.  Rather than try to address those in this opening statement, 

I thought I would summarize very quickly the attributes of American foreign 

policy that I intend to stress if confirmed to the position of Under Secretary 

of State. 

 

The first is persistence.  I think we make a mistake when we look for quick 

answers to hard problems.  It is always tempting to seek instant gratification, 

but that is generally not how the world works.  We owe it to ourselves, to the 

public we serve, and to our allies, to persevere in our strategies, maintain our 

commitments, and finish the jobs we begin. 

 

Second, we need to take advantage of the full range of foreign policy tools.  

These extend from the simple art of persuasion to the persuasive impact of 

military force and include in between a variety of carrots and sticks.  When 

possible, we should act with others; when necessary, we should not hesitate 

to act alone.  Our military must remain strong, versatile and ready, but the 

same is true of our civilian resources.   
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Third, American foreign policy must reflect a blend of idealism and realism.  

A decision-maker has no choice but to begin with the world as it is; but our 

decisions would have no purpose if not to shape the world as we would like 

it to be.   We cannot claim to represent the American people if we do not 

explore every opportunity to support freedom, prosperity, and justice.  

 

In pursuing our interests and our values, we must also reach out in the 

broadest way possible—to governments, opinion leaders, young people, 

women and girls, the private sector and civil society in all its dimensions.  

We must also take full advantage of the opportunities presented by the 

information technologies and networking capabilities of the 21st century. 

 

Finally, in all that we do, we must keep in mind on whose behalf we serve 

and in whose interests we labor.  The Department of State, like this 

Committee, exists not to represent the world to the United States, but to 

enhance American influence across the globe.  We may disagree on occasion 

about how best to do that, but there should be no confusion about the nature 

of our purpose.  Certainly, no one understands better than Secretary Clinton 

and this Committee’s members the importance of investing our dollars 

wisely, of tying our diplomatic initiatives to the best interests of our country, 

and of making sure that our policies reflect and uphold American values. 

 

At the same time, I see a growing convergence between our interests and 

those of other peace-loving and law-abiding countries.  The art of diplomacy 

is to mobilize others to coordinate with us in pursuit of shared goals – 

whether we have in mind the further degradation of Al Qaeda, a halt to 
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nuclear proliferation, or the strengthening of stability and democracy in 

every corner of the world. 

 

In closing, I want once again to thank the President and Secretary of State 

for their support, to say how much I look forward, if confirmed, to working 

closely with the Members of the Committee and your colleagues in 

Congress, and to express my gratitude for the opportunity—with your 

blessing—to devote my full energies to serving the country we all love. 

 

I thank you again for your hospitality and would be pleased to respond to 

your questions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


